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HE farther we proceed in our undertaking, 

the lefs occafion do we find to enlarge much on 
the objects which it has in view, or on the manner in 
which it is conducted. 


With regard, however, to the Foreign Hiftory, there 
is one thing which may feem to demand fome particu 
Jar notice. It may, perhaps, be thought, that we have 
not gone fo far in our relation of French Affairs as 
might reafonably have been expected. But before we 
proceeded to a diftin@ narrative of the late aftonifhing 
Revolution in France, we were defirous of accurately 
and minutely tracing the fteps which led to fo mighty 
a change in that kingdom. Having now accomplithed 
this object, it is our purpofe, in the next Volume, to 
give a compact and energetic account of the whole of 
the grand event we are {peaking of, down to the com- 
pletion of the National Conftitution. The prefent 
delay will enable us to execute our defign more per- 
fectly and more inftructively than could otherwife have 
been done. In the mean while, our collection of 
Public Papers will exhibit to the reader feveral of the 
moft important tranfactions and memorials of the Na- 
tional Affembly. 








Re Though we aim at all reafonable concifenefs in our 
_ view of the Progrefs of Knowledge, Learning, and 
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Tafte, in Great Britain, our Hiftory of the fubject muft 
neceflarily be enlarged as we advance to more {cienti- 
fic and literary times. Juftice cannot be done to the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth in lefs than two farther arti- 
cles. When we come to treat on Claflical and Polite 
Literatyre, on Poetry, and on matters of Tafte in ge- 
neral, that reign will difplay more pleafing objects 
than it has fet before us with refpect to the State of 
Religious and Political Knowledge, and the improve- 
ments that were made in Philofophic Science. | 


Our Mifcellaneous Department will be found to be 
enriched with a number of curious, in{tru¢ctive, and 
entertaining articles, extracted from the moft valuable 
Publications of the Year. Of the account which is 
given of Domeftic and Foreign Literature we may fafely 
afiert, that it is written with an impartiality, attention, 
and care, not inferior to what have appeared in any 
former Volume. Under the head of Natural Philofo- 
phy, Chemiftry, and Medicine, we continue to receive 
the voluntary affiltance of the ingenious correfpondent 
whofe knowledge and judgment in fubjects of this 
zind are diftinguifhed by peculiar excellence. 
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KNOWLEDGE, LEARNING, 
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IN GREAT BRITAIN, 
During the Reign of Queen EL 2tzaBpEeTHs 


PART THE SECOND. 








E have formerly had occafion to mention the 

\ circumflances that gave peculiar powers and prero- 
gatives to the houfe of Tudor. Thele circumftances we 
have feen to have had fo mighty an effect, that what traces 
there heretofore were of liberty in the Englifh conftiru- 
tion appeared to be ina great meafure obliterated ; and 
indeed, obliterated to fuch adegrce, that fome writers have 
. not fcrupled to affert, that the government was totally 
abfolute. They have particularly pronounced, that this 
was the cafe inthe reign of queen Elizabeth. But though, 
in her time, the frame of the conftitution was far from 
being fo exaétly modelled as it hath fince been; though 
fhe exercifed prerogatives which are now juftly exploded ; 
nay, though fhe even went fo far as, in a few inflances, to 
imprifon certain members of the houfe of commons who 
violently pufhed on bills which fhe was determined to 
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reject ; ftill, we are not to imagine that all the freedom of 
our form of government was loft or deftroyed. There 
was a portion of liberty in it; and according to the ideas 
which fhe entertained of that portion, the queen’s conduct 
was regulated, With the legiflative power of parliament 
fhe did not interfere ; nor did fhe either controvert or 1m- 
pair the exclufive privilege of that affembly in the impofi- 
tion of taxes. Thefe important branches of parliamentary 
authority there is noyeftige of her attempting or defiring 
to violate. In the thirteenth year of her reign, we find 
parliament ftrongly afferting its power to fettle and limit 
the fucceflion to the crown, by declaring it high treafon 
to call this power in queftion. With regard to lizabeth’s 
imprifonment of fome members of the houfe of commons, 
it ought to be remembered, that however unjuftifiable her 
conduct was in that refpect, the malignity of it was not fo 
great as any thing of the like kind would be at prefent. It 
is now, with a few exceptions, become a fundamental 
principle of the conflitution, that the king fhal] not take 
notice of any bill depending in parliament ; and that, be- 
fore it has paffed the two houles, the royal affent or nega- 
tive fhall not be declared. But it does not appear that 
this rule was completely and invariably eitablifhed in the 
reign concerning which we are treating. ‘The interference 
ot the queen, in the manner defcribed, was only in cafes 
where fhe underftood her ancient prerogative to be invaded, 
nor did fhe ever pretend to punifh the liberty of fpeech, 
unlefs when it was indulged in continuing to pufh thote 
bills which fhe had declared her final refolution to re- 
pect. 

~ It has been urged as a proof of the defpotic nature of her 
government, that foon after her acceffion to the crown, fhe 
{ufpended the laws, fo far as to order great part of the 
fervice, the Litany, the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the 
Goipel, to be read in Englifh; and that though this may 
be deemed to have been a frivolous innovation, it implied 
the moit material confequences. But it fhould not be 
forgotten, that in this cafe, the difpenfing power was ex- 
ecuied under great limitations, and in very fingular cir- 
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cumftances. Indeed, fuch was, at that time, the peculiar 
and critical fituation of the Kingdom, fuch the agitation 
of the minds of the people, that the liberty affumed by the 
queen ought rather to be regarded as a meafure calculated 
for the prefent fecurity of the Proteftant religion and its 
profeifors, than asa violent exertion of the prerogativ e, in 
oppofition to the laws of the land. 

Nor is it true, what hath been afferted, that the fovereign 
was poffeffed of every power but that of impofing taxes. 

In confutation of this affertion, which has Mr. Hume 
for its author, it may be obferved, that the power of 
legiflation was vefted in the king, lords, and commons 
Neither was the judicial authority, in ordinary cafes, exer- 
cifed by the crown, but diftributed among various courts 
of juttice. The judges, indeed, from the manner of their 
appointment, might be (ufpected to favour the preroga- 
tive ; notwith{tanding which, the modes of their procedure, 
and the general rules of law were, upon the whole, too 
invariably determined ufually to admit of any very grofs 
degree of partiality. The inftitution likewife of juries, 
which had Jong been completely eftablithed, was calculated 
in an eminent degree to fecure the rights of the people. 

In addition to thefe remarks, for the fubftance of which 
we are indebted to Mr. Millar, it is worthy of particular 
notice, that the opinion of the government’s having been 
in its nature defpotic, is contradicted by the exprefs tefti- 
mony of two contemporary witneffes, whofe authority is fo 
unqueftionable, that a rational doubt cannot be entertained 
upon the fubject. Thefe are fir Thomas Smith, principal 
fecretary both to Edward the Sixth and queen ‘Elizabeth, 
and John Aylmer, bifhop of London; neitherof whom can be 
fufpeéted of having had the leatt inclination to detraét from 
the prerogatives of the fovereign. Sir Thomas Smith in 
his ** Commonwealth of England,” thus expreffes him- 
felf concerning the Englifh conftitution. ‘* The mott 
‘© high and abfolute power of the realm of England con- 
“¢ fifteth in the parliament. The parliament abrogateth old 
“« laws, maketh new, giveth order for things paift, and for 
** things hereafter to be followed ; changeth rights and pof- 
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feffions of private men, legitimateth baftards, eftablitheth 
forms of religion, altereth weights and meafures, giveth 
form of fucceffion to the crown ; defineth of doubrtul 


_sights, whereof no law is already made ; appointeth 


fubfidies, tailles, taxes and impofitions ; giveth moft 
free pardons and abfolutions ; reftoreth in blood and 
name ; asthe higheft court, condemneth or abfolveth them 
whom the prince will put tothat trial. And to be fhort, 
all that ever the people of Rome might do, either in 
centuriatis comitris, or tributis, the fame may be done by 
the parliament of England, which reprefenteth, and 
hath the power of the whole realm,:both the head and 
the body. Forevery Englifhman is intended to be there 
prefent, either in perfon or by procuration and attorney, 
of what pre-eminence, ftate, dignity; or quality foever 
he be, from the prince, to the loweft perfon in England. 
And the confent of parliamentis taken to be every man’s 
confent.”. Among the privileges of parlfament' men- 


“tioned by this writer, it is particularly fpecified, that. the 


members ** may frankly and freély fay their minds, in dif- 
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puting of {uch matters as may ‘come: in queftion,: and 
that without offence to his majefty #27). 0 0407 19 . 
Kqually, pofitive is the teftimony, of bifhop Aylmer. 
The regiment of England,” fays this prelate,» *¢ is notva 
mere monarchy, as fome for lack of confideration think ; 
nor a mete olivarchy, nor democracy ; but a mixed rule 
of all theie ; wherein each one of thefe have, or fhould 
haye, like authority. The image whereof, and not the 
image, but the thing indeed, is to be feen in’ the parlia- 
ment houfe; whercin you fhall find thefe three eftates : 
the King or queen, which reprefenteth mecnarchy ; the 
noblemen, which be the arifocracy, and the burgeffes and 
knights, the democracy. The very fame had»Lacedemo- 
nia, the nobleft and beft governed city that ever was. 
They had their king, their fenate, and their hippagretes, 
which were for the people. As in Lacedemonia nore 
of thefe could make or break laws, orders for war or 
peace, or do any thing without the other; the king 
nothing without the {enate and .commons, nor either of 
* Millar. ’ 
“« them, 
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«them, or both, without the king (albeit the fenate ands 
«* ephori had greater authority than the king had ;) in like » 
‘< manner, if the parliament ule their privileges, the king” 
“© can do nothing without them: if he do, it is his fault in 
‘ ufurping it, and their folly in permitting it, Where" 
‘* fore, in my judgment, thofe that in king Henry’s days 
‘* would not grant him, that proclamations fhould have 
«« the force of a ftatute, were good fathers of the country, 
«¢ and worthy commendation in defending their liberty.” 

That fpeculative ideas of the nature and defign of 
government, conformable to thefe fentiments, were adopted 
in queen Elizabeth’s reign, is evident from no lefs an exam- 
ple than that of the venerable Hooker. ‘* Government,” 
he obferves, ‘* was originally by mutual agreement amongtt 
‘© men, yielding themfelves fubje€t thereunto; that unto 
whom they granted authority to rule and govern, by them 
‘“¢ the peace, tranquillity, and happy eftate of the reft might 
** be procured. And the public power of every fociety, 
«© being above every foul contained’in the fame fociety, 
‘© muft be obeyed, unlefs there be reafon fhewed, which 
‘© may neceffarily enforce that the law of reafon or of God 
<¢ doth enjoin the contrary. For men always knew, that 
‘© where force and injury was offered, they might be de- 
“* fenders of themfelves. Laws they are not which public 
** approbation hath not made fos and for any prince or poten- 
** tate, of what kind toever upon earth, to exercife the 
«© power of making laws of himfelf, is no better than mere 
*¢ tyranny.” 

We are not, however, to fuppofe that fentiments fo juft 
and liberal, concerning the origin and nature of govern- 
ment, were the common dettrines of the times, ‘The 
people were involved in fo much darknefs, and had fo long 
been habituated to bow down under the affumed authority * 
of the princes of the houfe of Tudor, that they did not, in 
general, raife their minds to thofe manly ideas of liberty” 
which reafon dictates, or even maintain that exercife of it? - 
to which they were entitled by the actual conftitution ofp 
England. Neverthelefs, in the reign of Elizabeth, and” 
eipecially in the Jatter'part’of it) more rational -views began” 
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gradually to be diffufed. This circumftance was owing to 
a fet of men from whom, perhaps, at firft it was very little 
e ed. The Puritans, who had attacked with fo much 
boldnefs the ecclefiaftical form of government, proceeded 
to. advance notions highly favourable to civil freedom. 
Several of them obtained feats in the houfe of commons, 
where they diftinguifhed themfelves by an oppofition to 
the meafures of the crown which hitherto very few had 
dared to put in practice. The principles maintained 
by them were popular, noble, and generous. They in- 
fifted that every thing which concerned thecommunity ought 
fully to be debated in parliament, where even the right of 
the crown itfelf mutt finally be determined. They 
alledged that the prerogative of the prince was limited by 
law; and that as the fovereign could not of himfelf make 
Jaws, neither could he break them, merely from his own 
authority. Mr. Hume goes fo far as to affert, that the 
yrecious fpark of liberty had been kindled, and was pree 
ferved by the Puritans alone ; and that it was to this feét, 
whofe principles appear fo frivolous, and habits fo ridicu- 
lous, that the Englifh owe the whole freedom of their 
conftitytion, How truly it may be faid, that the principles 
of the Puritans were frivolous, and their habits ridiculous, 
itis not our prefent bufinefs to decide, Diffenters may 
probably be willing to forgive the reflection, for the fake of 
the compliment. But it is apparent, from what has already 
been advanced, that the compliment cannot be admitted 
in its full extent, It is, indeed, manifeft, from the hiftory 
of the Puritans, that they were infpired with a manly {pirit 
of liberty, and that they contributed, in a high degree, to 
its diffufion and increale. But it is going much too far to 
affirm, that we owe to them the whole freedom of our 
conftitution, 

To whatever perfons, or whatever circumftances it was 
Owing, one thing is certain, which is, that the caufe of 
eivil liberty gained fome ground towards the clofe of the 
quecn’s reign, The rights of the fubje& began to be better 
underftood, and more vigourofly maintained ; and parlia- 
mentary {peakers, without the fear or danger of imprifon- 


men, 











»- 
4 
‘. 








OF KNOWLEDGE, &e. vit 


ment, affumed a greater boldnefs in atraigning the condu& 
of government. This they did fo effectually, in the cafe of 
monopolies, that Elizabeth was obliged to give way, and 
fhe had the wifdom to do it with a good — In fhort, 
a new fpirit appeared, which, in fucceeding reigns, was 
attended with very great and important confequences. 

Though the zeta of juft opinions with regard to conftitu- 
tional freedom was not fully arrived, few ages had been 
more diftinguifhed by a knowledge of general politics. 
The fcience of practical government was well under{tuod, 
and carried to a great height. Scarcely any reign can be 
mentioned, in the whole courfe of our Hittory, which has 
been produétive of fuch a fet of wife, able, and upright 
ftateimen. ‘To enumerate them, and efpecially to enter 
into a difplay of their merits, would lead us to a tranf- 
preffion of the limits to which we are confined. The names 
of fir Thomas Smith, fir Nicholas Bacon, Walter 
Devereux, earl of Effex, William Davifon, fir Francis 
Walfyngham, and William Cecil, lord Burghley, will 
naturally occur to fuch of our readers as are not ftrangers 
to the biography of their country ; and the catalogue might 
adinit of a copious enlargement. 

Now we are {peaking of ftarefmen, it cannot be amifs to 
take notice of the intriguing fpirit of the age. Mot of the 
young men of the time, of any fafhion or liberal educa- 
tion, applied themfelves to the ftudy of politics; and 
for this purpofe feduloufly cultivated thofe branches of 
knowledge which were calculated to fit them for public 
life. The ancient tongues they poffeffed in the ordinary 
courfe of academical inttirutions; but their immediate view 
of recommending themfelves to government, and of rifing 
to the offices of the ftate, particularly led them to obtain a 
{kill in modern languages, and to engage in foreign travel, 
that they might be able to communicate intelligence to 
their refpective patrons, The languages they chiefly 
ftudied were the French, the Italian, and the Spanith. It is 
amufing to obferve, in reading the memorials of the times, 
how anxioufly thefe young ftatefmen picked up every de. 
gree of information they could meet with in the countries 
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they vifited, how difigently they conveyed it to their em. 
ployers, how ingenioufly they fpeculated upon it, and how 
folicitous they were to difplay their own political fagacity 
mportance. 
+The deign of queen Elizabeth was not unfruitful in 
eminent lawyers, fome of whom by their learned writings 
added confiderably to the knowledge of their profeffion. 
This was particularly the cafe with regard to Edmund 
Plowden, fir James Dyer, fir Edmund sAnderfon, and 
fir John Popham. 
Plowden’s and fir James Dyer’s Reports ftill, we believe, 
maintain a fhare of reputation, and are of fome, though 
probably of no very great confequence in the prefent courte 
of legal ftudy. Dyer prefided in the court of common 
pleas, with diftinguifhed ability and integnty, twenty-four 
years; a fpace of time which perhaps has only been 
equalled in a fingle inftance. A high character both of 


‘ Plowden’s and Dyer’s works has been given by fir Edward 


Coke. He iays of Plowden’s Commentaries, that they are 
exquifite and elaborate ; and he defcribes fir James Dyer’s 
obfervations as fummary and fruitful. Judge Jenkins like. 
wile, in the preface to his ‘* Centuries,” {peaks of Dyer and 
Plowden as remarkably great mea, who have illuftrated 
our law by their learned publications. | 

William Fleetwood, who, in this reign was a very 
celebrated and active Recorder of London, wrote a few 
things in the way of his profeffion. ‘Thomas Owen, a 
judge of the common pleas, had in his younger life been 
the author of a book of Reports, . William Fulbeck ex- 
tended his views toa more general {pecies of legal com- 
pofition. Befides treating on Chriftian Ethics, and making 
a collection relative to the Roman Hittory, he publifhed 
a direction or preparation to the Study of the Law, and a 
Parallel or Conference of the Civil, the Canon, and the 
Common Law. 

Walter Haddon, Adam Blackwood, and Alexander 
Arbuthnot, were civilians of reputation. To Haddon the 
praife may be added of his having been one of the mot 
elegant Latin fcholars of the time. If credit isto be given 
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10 the encomiums that have been paffed on Blackwood; 
his talents were'confiderable, but he difgraced them by his 
arbitrary principles. He wasa ftrenuous advocate for the 
divine authority of princes over their fubje€ts, and took 
great pains to prove that kings ave not accountable to theit 
people for any crimes whattoever. With thefe fentime nts 
it is not furprizing that he fhould write with much warnath 
againft George Buchanan’s treatife ** de Jure Regni apud 
Scotos.” Buchanan, on account of this famous work, which 
rofe fo greatly above the general {pirit of the age, deferves 
here to be particularly noticed ; though we fhall hereafter 
have occafion, more than once, to remember him, fo various 
are his claims to applaufe. Arbuthnot is faid to have been 
eminent as a poet, a philofopher, a mathematician, a dis 
vine, and a phyfician. But vo regard is to be paid to fuch 
extravagant praifes. He only diftinguithed himielf by 
one publication, which was written in Latin, andras 
eiteemed a learned and elegant performance. » We meaa 
his ** Orations on the Origin and Dignity of the Law.” 

lt isa circumftance to his honour, that he was the firft 
editor of Buchanan’s Hittory of Scotland... In a former 
article we forgot to {pecity, as a legal writer, fir Robert 
Broke, who flourithed in the reigns of king Edward the 
Sixth and queen Mary, and who rofe to be lord chief 
juttice of the common pleas. He is applauded by: fir 
isdward Coke ; and judge Jenkins hath ranked him with 
Plowden, Dyer, and the moft eminence authors of the kind, 

The great general principles of natural philofophy, to 

far as nacural philofophy i is tounded on truth and expert 
ment, continued nearly in the fame ftate of ignorance. in 
which they had long fubfifted. In this refpeét Ariftotle 
was fti]l the grand authority, an analyfis of whom was 
publithed by James Cheyne, atterwards rector of the Scotch 
College at Douay in Flanders. The fame author wrote 
upon the celeftial globe, and upon geography 3 but with 
what fuccefs we are not able to fay ; ; for his works, though 
applauded by his contemporaries, are now, we fuppole, con 
figned to abfolute oblivion. James Baffantin, another 
Scotiinan,-publithed a trearife.on aitronomy, which was to 
popular 
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ular, as to go through three editions. In the title 
which was given it by Tirneefius, who tranflated it from 
French into Latin, it is called, “ Opus Abfolutiffinum,” 
@ moft perfeét work. At prefent, however, 1 1s as much 
forgotten as the productions of his countryman, James 
Cheyne. Baffantin had undoubtedly the reputation of being 
one of the greateft aftronomers of the age; but whatever 
might be his abilities, they were difgraced by the infatua. 
tion of judicial aftrology ; the beft apology for which is, 
that it was the error of the times. 

Though natural philofophy, in its more extenfive fenfe, 
was little underftood, mathematical fcience was cultivated 
in a very confiderabledegree. Great Britain, during the reign 
of Elizabeth, produced feveral men who rofe to eminence 
in this department of knowledge. Among the reft may 
be reckoned Baffantin, already mentioned. Bifhop Tanner 
fiys of him, that he far excelled all the mathematicians of 

is own age; but the learned prelate was probably no judge 
of the matter, and might rely on the fole teftimony of 
Thomas Dempfter, who, to fpeak as favourably of him a: 

ffible, is an incompetent authority. 

Oneof the moft diftinguifhed mathematicians of the perioc 
was John Dec, who, if he had confined himfelf rationally 
to mathematical attainments, might have fhone with ex. 
traordinary fplendour. But his talents were mixed with 
abfurdities and extravagances which reflected high dif 
honour upon him. He was not only deeply devoted te 
— altrology, but became a bold alchemift, and, at 
ength, a necromancer. It is difficult to fay, whether en. 
thufiafm or roguery conftituted the moft prominent part o/ 
his charaéter: but it was probably compounded of both, 
and the union is far from being an uncommon thing. The 
whole of his life forms one of the moft curious narration: 


in the literary Hiftory of England, and ftrongly paints the © | 


credulity of the times ; for an extraordinary degree ef at- 
tention and credit was paid to his pretenfions by perfons of 
the moft elevated rank, and even by fovereign princes ir 
different countries of Europe. Queen Elizabeth was no 
a little preyadiced in his favour. Thofe who with to fe 
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the abilities, the adventures, and the various fortunes of 
John Dee fully difplayed, may have recourfe to the Biogra- 
phia Britannica, where there is an article which appears to 
comprehend all the information concerning him that is now 
attainable. 

Theage, however, was productive of foberer mathemati- 
cians than James Baflantin and John Dee. Of this number 
was Thomas Digges, who directed his mathematical know- 
ledge to the infirudtion of foldiers, and the improvement of 
military difcipline. His fituation probably led him to 
{ubjects of this kind ; for he was mutter-matter-general of 
the forces which the queen fent to the affiftance of the ope 
prefied inhabitants of the Netherlands. Accordingly he 
publifhed an arithmetical military treatife, and a geometri- 
cal work named ‘ Stratiotocos” compendioufly teachin 
the fcience of numbers, and fo much of the rules an 
equations algebraical, as are requifite for the profeffion of 
a foldier. He wrote alfo, in pure mathematics, and was the 
author of a * Perfect Defcriptioa of the Celeftial Orbs, 
according to the moft Ancient Doctrine of the Pytha- 
goreans.” 

Sir John Smith like Digges, applied his mathematical 
fkill to military concerns, in a difcourfe concerning the 
forms and effect of divers weapons, and chiefly of muiquet, 
caliver, and long-bow. Sir Henry Savile might here be 
mentioned on account of his thirteen prazlections on the 
beginning of Euclid’s Elements ; but he is principally ta 
be diftinguifhed by his eminence in philological literature, 

One of the greateft mathematical ornaments of the reign 
was Thomas Harriot. It was in algebra that he particu- 
larly excelled. tHe was the inventor of fo many excellent 
and uieful improvements in algebraical calculations, that 
his name ftill ftands in high reputation, and he is de- 
fervedly ranked among thofe illuftrious writers who have 
reflected honour on this country, His inventions were 
borrowed by Defcartes, without acknowledging the obliga- 
tion. But Dr. Wallts hath taken care to dete& the conr 
gealment, and to do juftice to Harriot’s ditcoveries. 

John Blagraye concludes our lift of the mone 
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this period, ‘The fcience of mathematics°was applied by: 
him to pra¢tical purpofes ; and the end he propofed was to’ 


render knowledge of this kind, which had hitherto been 
but.in. few hands, familiar to his countrymen. — For this 
surpofe he made it his bufinefs to thew the general uleful- 
nefs of fuch ftudies, and to convince bis readers, that in- 
ftead of being amutements only fit for fcholars and {pecula- 
tive perfons, they were of general advantage to mankind ; 
and indeed of indifpenfible neceffity for providing the con- 
veniences of common life. He fhewed, likewife, that they 
were far from being of hard and difficult attainment. Such 
views, whatever might be his fuccefs in accomplifhing 
them, entitle him to applaufe. 

In a period greatly devoted to navigation, and efpecially 
to long voyages, the nature and properties of the loadftone 
could not avoid being peculiar objects of attention. The 
tubjeét, however, was philofophically ftudied much later 
in this country than might reatonably have been expected, 
It has confidently been afferted, that the firft perfon who 
wrote upon it in England was William Barlowe, a divine. 
Nay, this heis faid to have done twenty years before Lr, 
Gilbert publifhed on the fame fubje&t. But the latter fact 
is contradicted by the dates of Barlowe’s publications. His 
** Navigator's Supply” was publifhed only in the year 1597, 
and his ‘* Magnetical Advertifement” did not appear ull 
46165; whereas Gilbert’s Treatifeon the Magnet was given 
to the public in 1600. Though Barlowe, therefore, in his 
¢arliedt work might be led to a particular difplay of the 
qualitics and ufes of the loaditone, /iill he preceded Gilbert 
vo more than three years, But independently of any difs 
cufiions of this kind, William Barlowe is honourably dif- 
tinguifhed by his induftry in fearching, and his happinefs 
in finding out, many uncommon magnetical fecrets. He 
was the firft that made the inclinatory inftrument tranf- 
parent, aad to vibrate hanging, with a glafs on both fides, 
and ring.at the tap, , He was, likewife, the firft that found 
out she ditterence, between iron and fteel, and their tempers 
for magnetical ules. By him, alfo, was firft ftudied the 
right Way of touching magnetical necdles ; aud: he invented 
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the piecing and cemehting of loadftones. © Finally) he was 
the firft that difplayed the reafons, why a loadttoné being 
doubly capped, mutt take up fo great a weight. 

Nor is lefs praife due to Dr. William ‘Gilbert, for his 


“work on the magnet and magnetical bodies, and that great 


magnet the earth. This wark was well received by the 
literary world in general, though it {ees to have been 
more celebrated abroad than at home. We are informéd 
by an ingenious writer, that Gilbert’s treatife ** is not only 
“© the earliett complete fyftem ‘of magnetifm, but alfo one 
** of thefirft fpecimens of a philofophical fyftem built upon 
“ experiments, after the mannef fo much infifted on after- 
** ward by the greatlord Bacon. ft is copious, metho- 
** dical, and accurate; a3 ‘might be expected ‘from an au- 
** thor who kept his manifcript under revifion near double 
** the time recommended by Horace. He 'begins with 
** relating all that had been obferved by the ancients and 
‘© moderns on the nature of the magnet; and among the 
** Jatter mentions feveral of ‘our countrymen, to whom 
** both the variation and declination of ‘the needle wete 
“‘ known. The difcovery of this laft property particularly, 
** he afcribes to one Robert Norman. Then, after having 
“© difeuffed the various names of the loaditone, and their 
“< etymology, he devotes’ the reft'of the book to «an ae- 
** count of its various phenomena and propeities!  Thefe he 
<« divides into the following heads: 1. Its attraction, 2. Ps 
“* direction to the poles of the earth, and the earths. verti- 
“* city and fixednets to thofé points of the world. 3) Tts 
“© variation. 4. Its declination: All thefe he ilhiftrates biy 
‘sa multitude of experiments, and variots diaetams s and 
‘¢ he attempts to account for the whole upon’ the-hyporhefis 
“© of the earth’s being one valtinagnet. Various praical 
** inferences of importance to a are dediiced, pave. 
** ticularly the great ufe of the’ declination in difcoverings 
“ the latitude at fea*.—We have been the inore copious ta 
mm our notice of Dr. Gilbert’s performance, on accountef 
the laudable example he fer ‘of endeav ouring to beild phité- 
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y on the bafis of experiment. It is to his-honour that 
he fhook off the fetters of Ariftotle, though he Was not al. — 
ways fo fuccefsful in building up fyftems, as in pulling them . 
down. Befides his treatifeon the loadftone, he manifefted 
his attention to the nautical art, by the invention of , two 
inftruments of very ingenious mechanifm, for afcertaini 
the latitude of any place, without the affiftance of the fun, . 
moon, or ftars. | 

The enterprizing fpirit of the age, with regard to voy. 
ages of difcovery, mutt not be forgotten. “That fpirit was, 
indeed, principally excited by the defire of gain ; but this 
was not univerfally, or at leaft not totally the cafe. It can. 
not reafonably be doubted but that in fome perfons more 
laudable motives were mixed with the felfifh ones. Their 
undertakings proceeded from the increafe of knowledge, 
were animated by the love of it, and contributed to the ad. 
vancement of knowledge in return. That the navigators 
and difcoverers of queen Elizabeth’s reign fhone with dif- 
tinguifhed luftre will be evident when we we mention the 
names of Hawkins, Clifford, Frobifher, Gilbert, Davis, 
Raleigh, Cavendifh, and Drake. & 

Sir John Hawkins was one of the chief fupports of the 
Englifh navy, at atime when its glory, was very con{pi- ~ 
cuous. He was eminent as a feaman, and a fea comman- © 
der; but the nature and object of his earlier expeditions 
caft a ftrong fhade on his memory. They were undertaken © 
to procure flaves, and with not much regard to the man- 
ner of obtaining them, for the purpofes of felling them to | 
the Spaniards. It is therefore the lefs to be regretted that | 
he did not fucceed in his later enterprifes, and that he | 
funk under misfortunes and difappointments. b's 

George Clifford, third carl of Cumberland, was infpired | 
with al] the enthufiafm of the period for naval exploits. He a 
planned no lefs than eleven voyages, in far the larger part of | 
t which he commanded in perfon. His fuccefs was not always 
| correfpondent to his expectations and his abilities; but | 
there is nothing which is more liable to failure than ad- 
ventures by fea. The accidents of wind and weather, | 
and a thoufand unforefeen circumttances, may render abor- 
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tive the defigns which appear to be formed with the moft 
confummate {kill and wifdom. 

Sir Martin Frobither, fir Humphrey Gilbert, and Joha 
Davis, were each of them ardently and repeatedly con- 
cerned at different times, and in different voyages, in the 
attainment of an object, which in that age excited the par- 
ticular zeal and ambition of the public. This was the 
difcovery of a north-weft paffage to China and the Eaft- 
Indies. Frobifher was the firft Englifhman by whom 
the attempt was made; and Gilbert wrote a treatife in a 
mafterly ftyle of compolition, to fhew the praéticability 
and importance of the undertaking. That it was not 
fuccefsful under any of the three great navigators, who 
engaged in it, cannot be unknown to our readers; nor is 
it neceffary to add that fimilar efforts, which have been 
revived and carried on with extraordinary vigour in our 
own day, have equally failed of fuccefs. The great Cook 
found that nature had erected infuperable bars againft 
the accomplifhment of this grand point. However, the 
voyages of Frobifher, Gilbert, and Davis, were of confi- 
derable utility. New feas were explored, and new lands 
difcovered, from the knowledge of which confiderable 
benefits have been derived in fubfequent periods. The 
ftraits to which Davis gave the name, are of no {mall ce- 
lebrity in geographical difcuffion. 

In the courfe of our work, the illuftrious fir Walter 
Raleigh will call for our notice on various accounts, and 
he will efpecially be mentioned under the next reign. We 
here only introduce him as one of the bold adventurers 
of the time, in which refpect he was little inferior to any 
of his contemporaries. Nor did his enterprizes end in the 
actions and fplendour of the moment, but, ina very im- 

tant inftance, were accompanied with permanent ef- 
e&ts, To him was owing the defign, and the expeditions, 


_- which produced the difcovery and the fettlement of Vir- 


ginia, a colony long of no fmall confequence as a part of 
the territories of Britain, ftill highly ufeful to this coun- 


- _ try in the way of commerce, and now one of the principal 
_ | ef the united ftates of America, 


Thomas 
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/ "Thomas: Cavendith: was the fecond Englifhman that 
failed round the world. No man before him had ever coms 
paffed the globe in fo fhoert a {pace of time, and few have a 
performed greater things abroad, or returned to his couns ‘* 
_ try if fuperiot pomp and triumph. His laft voyage wasrens 

deréd unfortunate by the mutinous difpofition of his crew, 
Burt of all the navigators of the age, fir Francis Drake 
ftabds the highett in celebrity and reputation; nor would 
it bé poffible, in the narrow limits to which we are cons 
firiéd to do juttice to his merit. Happily, it is not needs 
ful; for his name is in the heart and the mouth of every 
man that has the leaft acquaintance with the naval hiftory © 
of England, He was the firft of our countrymen who coms —~ 
pletely furrounded the earth, and the firft commander in — 
‘chief by whom this had ever been performed; for Mas — 
geHai died in his voyage. Drake was pofleffed of all the 
qtialities that are neceffary to conflitute a hero, Of navigas 
tion, in every branch he was a perfect matter; and efpes 
cially Of aftronomy, and the application of it to the nautic 
arte fe was endued with that ardent mind which 
prompted him to adventures, and that indefatigable pa- 
tience which enabled him to furmount difficulties. Hig 
intrepidity was {uch as never to be fhaken, and his judg- 
ment fo clear as never to be perplexed. In quickfighted- 
nefs, and in public {pirit, he had no fuperior. Every thing 
was done by him that could be expeéted from a man who | 
preferred the honour 2nd profit of his country to his own 
reputation or private gain; and in making war he did not | 
act trom a'principle of cruclty or revenge, or carry hoftis 7 
lities: farther than was neceflary for his own advantage and [> 
deferice. His notions were free and-noble, and the nation 
finds ‘indebted to his memory for benefits infinitely greater | 
than are commonly imagined. He was the chief {pring-of | 
our navigation to the Weft Indies; for though he was not © 
the firft that went thither, the expeditions to that part of 
the world were very much infpired by his two profperous 
vovages, in which he acted with extraordinary caution, filled 
the feamen with confidence, and difplayed the praéticabi- 
lity of attacking the Spaniards with fuccefs. It was. im 
4 confequence 77 
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confequencé of the light he gave, and the {pirit of entwu- 
Jation which his fame had roufed, that future adventurers 
engaged in enterprizes of a fimilar nature, and were led to 
the formation of fettlements which have been productive of 
important and durable advantages. Not to mention many 
other circumftances, which might eafily be enlarged upon, 
he was, in fact, the author of our tirade to the Eait Indies. 
The books, papers, and charts, that were found in an Eaft 
India fhip, which he took in his return from his expedition 
to the coafts of Spain, furnifhed the information which 
encouraged the undertaking of a commerce with thofe parts; 
and prodticed an application to the queen, for eftablifhing 
our firft Eaft-India company. 

Among the navigators of the reign, fir Richard Green- 
ville, who was the coriductor, though not the framer; of 
the fertlement of Virginia, ought not, perhaps, to have 
been forgotten ; and thé fame may be faid of many other 
famous feamen. But in an age which was fo produétive 
of great men in the line we are treating of, the hames of no 
fmall number muft be*fought for; and will be read with 
pleafure, in the annals mote peculiarly approptiated to 
their exploits. It muft here be fufficient to have touched 
upon fome principal characters, fo far as they are connected 
with the Hiftory of Knowledge. 

In looking back upon the eniinent perfons that have 
been fpecified, a remark occurs; which, though of a 
general nature, and fufficiently obvious, will perhaps be 
forgiven. It is, that illuftrious men are far from being 
always fortunate and happy, in proportion to their abili- 
ties and exeftions. Sir John Hawkins, and fir Francis 
Drake, each of them departed this life in his laft voyage, 
fubdued by vexation and difappointments. Thomas Ca- 
vendith died of a broken heart, and fir Humphrey Gilbert, 
with the bark in which he failed, was {wallowed up in a 
tempeftuous fea. 

The travellers of this period make a figure much infe- 
rior to that of the navigators. Of thofe at leaft, who wrote 
in confequence of their travels, fcarcely any are to be met 
with but Giles Fletcher; ambaffador to the court of Mufcovy. 
1790. . h On 


















avili THE HISTORY 


On his return home he publithed a treatife, entitled, ‘ Of the 
« Ruffle Commonwealth ; or the Manner of Government 
« of the Rufle Emperor (commonly called the em peror of 
‘© Mufcovia), with the Manners and Fafhions of the Peo. 
«© ple of that Country.” ‘Fhe fubject was new; Rufha 
being then almoft as little known as the remoteft regions of 
the earth. It is a curious performance, and is how become 
fearce, having been fuppretied at firft, left it fhould give 
offence toa prince in amity with England, and having 
fince gone through only one complete edition. The 
book is divided into three general parts, comprehending 
the cofmography of the country, its policy, and cecono- 
my or private behaviour. Under the head of, policy are 
confidered the ordering of the ftate, judicial proceedings, 
and warlike provifions. Many young men, in the fame 
reign, made the tour of France and Italy, and fome there 
were who extended their vifits to other kingdoms. But it 
was not then the cultom for d@lmoft every traveller to pub- 
lifh an account of what he had feen ; a matter which now, 
perhaps, is carried to an excefs, ‘To this difpofition we owe 
indeed a varicty of entertaining and valuable works; but 
there may be inftances in which gentlemen might have 
{pared their narratives and their lucubrations without any 
very fenfible injury to the world, 

Richard Hakluyt deferves to be mentioned with particu: 
lar honour, in connection with the navigators and travellers 
of the age. Though he was no voyager himfelf, excepting 
to France, as chaplain tothe embailador fir Edward Stafford, 
of a principal attendant upon him, every thing relating to 
dilcovery excited, from his earlieft youth, his warmett zeal 
and fludy. Public lectures, in the fcience of cofmography, 
were read by him at Oxford; and his various works place 
him in high efteem as a naval hitlorian, He was pecu- 
liarly folicitous to wipe away the reproaches that had been 
caft upon hig own countrymen, by doing juttice to their 
ipirit of enterprize and adventure. From this difpofition 
proceeded his chiet publication, entitled, ** The Principal 
t Navigations, Voyages, Tratliques, and. Difcoveries of 

the English Nation, made by wva OFr over Land, to the 
, ** remote 
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« remote and furtheit diftant Quarters of the Earth, 

« any Time within the Compafs of thefe fifteen sede 
6 years.” This collection, which firtt appeared, in 1589, 
jn one volume, folio, was extended in 198, to three 
volumes. It ftill maintains its utiliry and its reputation ; 
for the author was faithful and indefatigable in fearching 
out and recording whatever was to his purpole. 

So many expeditions could not be undertaken, or fo 
many difcoveries made, without producing a large acceffion 
to knowledge of various kinds. ‘The fcience of ¢g “geography 
was immediately and directly promoted, being rendered at 
once more accurate and more extenfive. In other ref pects, 
a far better acquaintance was acquired with the globe we 
inhabit. The manners of men were feen and examined in 
their different ftates of civilization ; and on the whole, the 
views of our countrymen mutt have been enlarged toa very 
confiderable degree. In fuch a fucceffion of new and diver- 
fified objeéts, the minds of men acquired a Rrength and a 
vigour to which they had hitherto been ftrangers. 

Natural Hiftory, though not totally overlooked by our 
navigators, was not cultivated with the affiduity to which 
it was entitled. That difcerning {pirit, which is awake to 
every the minuteft production in 1 the vegetable and animal 
kingdoms, was but in its infancy. The precious metals, 
indeed, were fought after with eagernefs; but this was the 
refult of avarice, not of pratome hy. Botany, in particular, 
the love of which is now fo widely diffufed, was, compara- 
tively, in avery imperiect ftate. Mowever, there was a 
beginning with regard toit, which pronmiited fo: nething of. a 
brighter day. Indeed, it is from queen Elizabeth’s reign that 
we muft date the true era of botanical {cience in England. 
This era commenced in Dr. William Turner, a Proteftane 
phyfician and divine, who was raifed to the deanry of Wells 
by king Edward the Sixth, fled abroad in queen Mary’s 
periecution, and was reftored to his former dignity by Eliza- 
beth. He ‘was undoubtedly the earlicft writer among us 
that difcovered learning and judgment in the knowledge of 
plants. Nor were his enquiries confined only to plan ts, but 
extended to other branches of natural hiftory ; for he wrote 
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on birds, fithes, and mineral waters. But it is as a botanift 


that he was chiefly diftinguifhed. His banifhment on account 
of religion was favourable to his medical and botanical 
{tudies: for at Bologna he had the opportunity of attend- 
ing the lectures of Lucas Ghinus, who was the firft perfon 
that erected a feparate profefforial chair for the icience of 
botany. 

- The work which has fecured Dr. Turner’s reputation to 
pofterity, and entitles him to the character of an original 
writer, is his Hiftory of Plants, which has gone through 
feveral editions. What he fays concerning the virtues of 
slants he has drawn from the ancients ; but, in numberlefs 
inftances, he has given his opinion of their qualities in op- 
pofition to thofe tages. He no where takes any doubtful 
plants upon truft, but appears to have examined them 
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with all the precifion that was then capable of being — | 


exercifed. His acquaintance with Englifh plants, to many 
of which he firft gave names, was much beyond what could ~ 


at that time have eafily been imagined. In forming a 


judgment of his merit as a botanift, a proper regard muft © 


be had to the age in which he lived, and to the little affifs 


tance which he could derive from his contemporaries.. All — 
things confidered, he will appear to have exerted uncom: | 
mon diligence and great erudition. From the filence of © 
fucceeding herbalifts concerning Dr. Turner’s writings, it 


may be remarked that he did not meet with the honour 
which was due to him ; but Ray, at the diftance of nearly 
a century, was fenfible of his worth. 

Contemporary with Turner was Dr. William Bulleyn. 
That part of his works which has the neareft conneétion 
with the fubject before us, in his ‘* Bulwatk’ of Defence; 
** or a Book of Simples, being an Heibal in the form of a 
** Dialogue.” Bulleyn’s fpecific knowledge of botany feems 
however, to have been but flender. _ His chief praife arifes 
from his zeal for the promotion of the ufeful arts of gare 
dening, the genera] culture of the land, and the commer: 





cial interefts of the kingdom. For the information he has | 


left on thefe affairs he is entided to the gratitude of 
poiterity. It may be obferved, by the way, that hortis 
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culture was not in fo lowa ftate as hath ufually been re- 
prefented. 

Dr. Thomas Penny, whofe name has almoft fank into 
total obfcurity, deferves to be mentioned, as a man of great 
attainments in the natural hiftory, and efpecially in the 
botany, of his time. Knowledge of this kind was eagerly 
fought for by him in foreign parts ; and he colle&ted many 
ylants in Switzerland, and from the confines of France. 
Nor were his acquirements in natural hiftory confined merely 
to plants; for he was one of the firft Englifhmen who had 
ftudied infeéts. It appears, from his letters to Camerarius, 
that his acquaintance with entomology was extenfive, 
allowance being made for the period in which he flourifhed. 

Henry Lyte, a gentleman of family and fortune was the 
next after Turner, who publifhed an Englifh Herbal; and 
though he does not rank among original writers in botany, 
his work feems to have been well received. It was pro- 
feffedly a tranflation from the French verfion of the Dutch 
herbal of Dodoens. In its arrangement, though in that 
refpect it was far from being perfect, it had a great ad- 
a over Turner’s book. From Lyte himfelf, how- 
ever, little or no acceffion was derived to Englifh botany ; 
for he has not the credit of being the firft difcoverer of a fin- 
gle {pecies of rare growth. His only merit was that of tranf- 
planting foreign ftores into his own country. 

Matthias de Lobel, a foreigner who fettled in England, 
contributed fargely to the emolument of, Englifh botany. 
The earlieft of his publications was the ‘ Stirpium Ad- 
verfaria,” in the execution of which work he is thought to 
have exhibited the firft fketch, rude as it is, of a natural 
method of arrangement. This, however, extends no farther 
than to throwing the plants into large tribes, families, or 
orders, according to their external appearance, or habit of 
the whole plant or flower; without eftablifhing any defini- 
tions or charatters. The author was fenfible of the want 
of a better arrangement than the mere alphabetical order, 
or that which is formed from the fuppofed qualities, and 


_ ufes in medicine. Lobel’s ftrong attachment to the ftydy 


interefted him powerfully in the inveftigation of new plants, 
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and enabled him to make large acceffions to knowledge; 
for, in confequence of his travels over various parts of we 
land, he difcovered many vegetables beiore unnoticed, 

and added a number of {pecies to the Grafes. On the whole, 
his Adverfaria has great merit, abounding with much curious 
intelligence and fome new difcoveries. _ | 
e laft botanift we fhall mention is Gerard, an author 

io td in high eftimation, Indeed, there are numbers 
of perfons till living, who can recallect, that when they 
were young in feience, there was no better fource of botani. _ 
cal information, in the Englifh tongue, than the herbals of ~~ 
Gerard agd Parkinfon, the latter of whom will be noticed — 
in the next reign, In the point we are treating of, the ~~ 
yoyagers whom we have celebrated were of cqnfiderable 
ufc. The novelties introduced by them excited a degree of © 
atrention which at prefent cannot eafily be conceived, © 
Raleigh, in particular, appears to have pofleffed a larger | 
fhare of tafte for the curious produétions of nature than was | 
common to the feafaring adventurers of that period. . In ong 
refpect pofterity Will rank our navigators among the greateft 
benefactors to this kingdom ; for, af tradition, is,.to;be 
credited, they were the means of introducing the.moft ule. 7 
ful. root that providence hus-held forth. for the fervice of 3 
i 









man., The return of Raleigh, and the fame of his numerous 
difcoveries and collectidns, brought over from the Contis ce 
nent:the celebrated Clufius, who had added more to the |” 
flock of botany in his day, than all his contemporaies united, * 
He vifited England for the third'time, to partake in the 
general gratification, Miners, . 
John Gerard was now in the viguur of Jife, and-there can 
be no doubt but that he felt the influence, and reaped the 
benefit of the circumftances that have been enumerated. It 
was an additional advantage to him, that he engaged the 
patronage, and {uperintended the garden of lord Burleigh, 
who was himfelf a lover of plants, ‘and had. the bef 
collection of any nobleman in the kingdom. . Gerard’s 
own garden contained nearly a eleven hundred forts of 
plants, of foreign and domeftic growth. ‘In 1597, came 
out his * Eferbal, or general Hittory of Plants,” which 
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comprizes, in three books, the whole vegetable king. 
dom. This volume, from its being well timed, from its 
comprehending almoft the whole of the fubjeéts ‘then 
known, from its being written in Englifh, and from its 
being ornamented with a more numerous fet of figures thay 
had ever accompanied any work of the kind in:this country, 
obtained great repute ; and in confequence of its afterwards 
being fo fortunate as to acquire a very learned editor, its 
character was fo firmly eftablifhed, that it maintained its 
precedence, as a popular performance, for more than a 
century. By Gerard’s connection with the great, and his 
fituation in London, he was enabled to maintain an extens 
five correfpondence, both with foreigners and his own 
countrymen ; and his fuccefs in procuring new exotics, ag 
well as {carce indigenous plants, was eqyal to his diligence 
and ingenuity, In fact, to him and his friends we are ins 
debted for the difcovery of many new Englifh plants, and 
his name will be remembered by botaniits with efteem, 
when the utility of his Herbal is fuperfeded, 

There were other perfons in queen Elizabeth’s reign, 
who were zealous promoters of gardening and botanical 
knowledge, and who, by their liberal communications, 
promoted, the defignus of Lobel and Gerard. But, for an 
account of them, we,muft refer to Dr. Pulteney’s Hiftos 
tical and Biographical Sketches of the Progrefs of Bo- 
tany in Eneland ; a work, to which, on the prefent occa- 
fion, we have been peculiarly obliged. Among thofe of 
eminent ftation, who patronized the fcience, were fir Walter 
Raleigh, lord Edward Zouch, who brought plants and 
feeds with him from Conftantinople, and lord Hunfdon, 
who, fays, Gerard, ‘* is worthy of-triple honour, for his 
care in getting, as alfo for his curious keeping tuch rate 
and ftrange things from the fartheft parts of the world.” 

Medicine, which is fo nearly allied to natural hiftory, 
affumed, in this reign, fomething of a more {cientific form, 
and produced names worthy to be noticed. Richard Calde- 
wall, wha fettled in London, and became prefident of the 
college of phyficians, is juftly entitled to the grateful re- 
inembrance of his brethren, on account of his having 
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founded and endowed, together with lord Lumley, a chirur- 
ical and anatomical leéture in the college. It was in the 
courfe of the Icétures derived from this inttitution, that the 
true doétrine of the circulation of the blood was firft made 
ublic by Dr. Harvey. 
: John aide who tefided at Salifbury, and was much re- 
forted to for his {kill in the practice of phyfic, and John 
Jones, who was eminent in his profefion at Bath, and in 
Nottinghamfhire and Derbythire, were the authors of feve- 
ral medical works, which were of reputation in their day, 
Jones, amongft his other writings, treated on the waters of 
Buxton and of Bath. fg 

Of George Etheridge the chief thing to be faid is, that 
he joined the liberal and ornamental parts of {cience with 
the ftudy of phyfic. Indeed, he maintained a high charac- 
ter, not only for medical knowledge, but for fkill in the 
mathematics, in Hebrew and the learned languages, and in 
mufic and poctry. Among fome tranflations and poetical 
performances which were written by him, is a verfion of the 
tirft book of the Aeneid into Greek heroic verfe. In the only 
work that he publifhed in the way of his profeffion, and 
which contained obfervations on fome of the books of 
Paulus Egineta, he takes notice of the fweating ficknefs 
that reigned in Edward the Sixth’s time, and remarks that 
few died of it at Oxford. This he attributes to the fupe- 
rior purity of the air of that city. 

Walter Baley, though he was queen’s profeffor of phyfic 
at Oxford, only deferves to be mentioned as having chiefly 
directed his medical fkill to a particular objeét. His twa 
principal publications related to difeafes of the eyes. 
Thomes Mowfet is entitled to fuperior notice. He was 4 
writer of confiderable celebrity, and appears to have been’ 
one of the earlictt.introducers of chemical medicines in 
England. His tract, * De Jure et Praeftantia Chemicorum 
Medicamentorum,” is an acure apology for the chemical 
fet in medicine, which then began to prevail in Germany 
and other countries, though not without meeting with vios 
lent oppofition. The work is in the form of a dialogue, 
and is a kind of difpuration between a chemiftand aGalenift; 
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& the latter of whom fuffers himfelf to be entirely con- 


vinced. Five medicinal epifties were publifhed by Mowfer, 
the third of which contains fome very tenfible and liberal 
remarks againft abfolute fubmiffion to the authority of 
great names, or leaders of a fect. In the aft epiftle the 
benefits of foreign travel to a phyfician are difplayed. Ano- 
ther of Mowfet’s works, which treats of the prognoftics of 
Hippocrates, is an additional proof of the profound learn- 
ing of the author, and fhows tMat though he was, in fome 
refpect, an admirer of ParaceHus, he was far from the folly 
and extravagance of feveral of the chemical fect. His latt 
medical® performance, which was on the improvement of 
health, is curious and entertaining, both on account of the 
numerous anecdotes and obfervations quoted from the an- 
cients, and the information contained in it refpecting the 
diet ufed in this country at the time in which he wrote. 
Mowfet claims an honourable diftinétion as a writer in 
natural hiftory. With great labour and expence, he en- 
larged and finifhed a work, entitled “ Infectorum five 
Minimorum Animalium Theatrum.” Being left by him 
in manufcript, it was not printed till the year 1634. Haller 
fpeaks very tavourably of Mowfct as an entomologitt, and 
reprefents him as having been the chief perfon in that line, 
previoufly to Swammerdam. 

Bulleyn and Gilbert we have mentioned under other 
heads. John David Rhefe, though poffeffing a high repu- 
tation for medical learning, diftinguifhed himfcelf more as a 
critic and an antiquary than asa phyfician. 

William Butler, who never appeared as an author, nor 
left any writings behind him, was, in his time, the moft 
popular and celebrated practitioner of phyfic in the king- 
dom ; and the means by which he arrived at this eminence 
were fomewhat different from thofe which were employed 
by moft of his predeceffors in fame. Several of his fuc- 
ceffors have ufed the fame means with fuccefs. He did 
not, like Linacre and Caius, render himfelf confpicuous by 
his critical, polite, or philofophical knawledge, but feems ta 
have been bold and fingular in his practice, and to have pof- 
fcffed a natural fagacity in judging of difeafes. To all thefe 
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was added an oddity arid capricioufnefs of manners. He ie “is 
{rid to have been the firft who ufed chemical préparations —— 


in En land. “tu 
The prime glory among the phyficians of queen Eliza: 
beth’s reign, taking him altogether, was John Kaye, or 
Caius, which-laft is the name by which he is generally 
known. Like Linacre, he united the firft honours of Iitera- 
ture with thofe of medicine. His great attachment to his 
{tudies was manifefted by fome very early productions, 
being chiefly tranflations from Nicephorus Calliftus, Chry- 
foftom, and Erafmus ; and which were performed by him 
q at the age of twenty-one. He ftudied phyfic at Padua un- 
ae der Johannes Baptifta Montanus, the moft eminent medi- 
iat cal profeflor of bis time ; and, whil{t he refided in that city, 
| he lodged in the fame lroufe with the celebrated anatomift . 
Andreas Vefalius, whofe ardour he emulated in anatomical 
purfuits. On his return to his own country, he was in- 
corporated doctor of phyfic at Cambridge, and practiled in | ~ 
his profeffion at Shrewibury and Norwich, where his repus 
tation fpread fo faft that he was foon called to London. 
Here he was fucceflively phyfician to Edward the Sixth, | 
and the queens Mary and Elizabeth. Being conftituted a 7 
Fellow of the College of Phylficians, he was ever after the | © 
I great ornament and fupport of that body. | He prefided, © 
| 
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tor {even years, at the head of the college, and dilplayed, 
on various occalions, his zeal for the dignity and interefts 





| of the fociety. To Cambridge, where he had received his § 
at) Ry firft education, he was a fignal benefactor. Goneville | 
it PR Hall, of which he had been amember, was erected by him | 
; an? tliae “yp tela > : a Os 
Hy into tue college which now goes by his name. Dr. Kaye | 
: i . oo . ‘ ° hay 
Pi was diltinguifhed as a critic, a linguiil, an antiquary, a 8 
. r poyfician, and a naturalitt ; but it is only in the two latter 7 
Nh capacities that he demands our prefent attention, For an 
: . > afl) > eats , . . - an 
ih: Galen he exprefled the profoundeft efteem and veneration ; 
eS and he was a perfect matter of that phyfician’s voluminous 
: : 4 «6 ~~ ‘* me o°. ” e 
| is writings. Wath this predilection, many pew experiments 
fi or difcoveries are nogto be expected in Kaye’s publications. 
‘4 : 


His firft work, “* De Medendi Methodo,” is of little con- 
fequence 5 but the next of his medical performances is indif« 
putably 
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> putably original ; and the fuljedt of it forms acurious arti- 
cle in the annals of medicine. We mean bis account of 
™ the * Sweating Sicknels,” or, as he himlelinamed ity the 
‘© Enhemera. Britannica” Valuable, however, as this 
treatiic is, not only as givieg the fulledt narrative of 1oMi0- 
gular a diflemper, but as containing many judicious prachi- 
cal re marks, itis far from being a perfect piece of medical 
writing. What is moft to be regretted is, that it affords 
but little light with refpect to the firlt rife of the dilease. 
It may be ‘added concerning the work, that it is a good 
{pecimen of the order, though not entirely fo of the manaer, 
in Which fubjects of this kind fhould be. treated. As a 
naturalift, Dr. Kaye fultains a very re{pectable character. He 
was the corre{pondent and intimate friend of the celebrated 
Gefner, and drew up for his ufe ‘ Short Fliftories of certain 
rare Animals and Plants,” which were inferted in Getner’s 
works, and afterwards feparately publithed, with correc- 
tions and enlargements. At the requetft, alio, of the fame 
preat naturalift, Kaye wrote a ‘¢ Treatite on Britifh Dogs,” 


* ina method fo judicious, that Mr. Pennant has inferted 








the whole piece in his * Britifh Zoolog: In the opinion 
of the fame gentleman, than whom none can be a better 
© judge, all Dr. Kaye’s other deferiptions of animals are 
- proofs of his great acquaintance with this branch of natural 
hiftory. 
The knowledge of {urgery, as well as of medicine, re- 
ceived confiderable improvement during the reign of queen 
Flizabeth. Thomas Gale added to the {kill of the art by 
©) various writings. Fro n one of his s publ cations If appears 
bis that the number of re; ot lar bred ft ‘ons to] ip} ly the pu i})- 
Oe lic lervice, was much greater at th is period than afterwards. 
me Georee Baker, furgeon in ordinary to the queen, was the 
Oe author of feveral works in the line of his profeffien. John 
Me Banifter, thouch a phyfician, as well as 2 furgcon, ditin- 

euifhed himfelf chiefly by treatifes of a chirurgical nature. 

His reputation was great in his day ; and fome of his tor- 


mule are of an elegant fimplicity, and, in general, lefs 
compound than thole of foreign eee John Halfe 
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was, however, himfelf more truly famous. Indeed, Clowes 
was one of the moft eminent — of his time; and he 
was not only 2 very fkilful practitioner, but an improver 
of the art; efpecially in his principal work, concerning 
burnings with gunpowder, and wounds made with gunfhot, 
and other military weapons. His quotations fhew him to 
have poffeffed a competent fhare of learning. In his ftyle 
he is clear, and not incorreét. Of the contemporaries of 
the profeffion, both natives and foreigners, he every where 
fpeaks with great refpect ; and candidly acknowledges any 
inftructions he received from them. On ‘the other hand, 
he is fevere upon empirical pretenders ; many of whom, he 
laments, were entruited to practife on board her majefty’s 
fhips, much to the detriment of the fervice *. 


* Millar, Hume, Biographia Britannica, Berkenhout, Johnfon, Pulte. 
ney, and Aikia. | 
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CHAP. I. 
rancee Edids of Taxation withdrawn. Recal of the Parliament. Séance 
Royale. Loan. Edie of Protefants, Exile of the Duke d’Orleans and 


Remonfirances. 


two Magif/trates. 
Bed of Fuplice. 


of the Parliaments. 


Jjir ative “Fuflice. 


Stat es Gen ral, 


of Toul ufes 

NH E confequences that refult 
a from the erroneous admini- 
{tration of politica! government are 
rather to be meafured by the tem- 
per of the people that is the victit mn 
of that error, than by the magni- 


tude or fpecies of the error com- 
mitted. ‘he people of France be- 
ing en'ightened at 2 time that the 


governme ut thi ught them conl{um- 
mately ignorant, and impregnated 
with the defire of liberty while they 
were lanaiadl to be in Jove with 
their fetters, whatever food admini- 
ttratio. afforded to their difcontent, 
was lure to contribute to its cx- 
panfion and nourifhment. Verfati- 

lity in the executive power could 
not fail to excite contempt, and an 
perfeverance in tyranny to 
The latter of 
thefe is no doubt the molt powere 


obitinate i 


oe aod : 
awaken indignation. 


Calamitous State o 


Dijorder of the Finances. 


Ditto on Lettres de Cachet. LHoflility 
Cour Pléniére. Sy/lem of Admint- 
of Affairs. Meafures re{pedling the 
24 yt 
Difiniffion of the Archbifbop 


ful flimulus ; the former moft fue- 
cefsfully enc ourages thofe, whe 
without a ftimulus alre: dy perceive 
the degradednefs of their conditions 
The archbifhhop of Touloufe care- 
fully provided this encouragement. 
Six weeks only clapfed between the 
forcible regitter of the obnoxious 
edicts of taxation, and their being 
abandon ed ; ; no more than ten days 
intervened betw ‘een the ile of the 
parliament of Paris and the firft in- 
dications of a difpofition to give up 
the pots in con ielt. 

Never was a country more for- 
tunate than France in the chara¢ter 
of the three mini{ters that pr receded 
her revolution. Mr, de Calonne, en- 
dued with the moft fplendid abili- 
ties and the anolt int repid virtue, 
dared to put his counuy in pe { el- 
fion of tl 1¢ materials that difcovered 
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to her the neceffities of the execu- 


tive government 5 a! nd « lemonftrated, 
in his own practices that prejudices 
the molt obit.nate a id inveterate 
mieht be attacked with no in- 
confiderable effect. The imbec lity 
of the archbifhoy 

not lefs favoural ble 4 em sate ly pa- 
tronifing lib erty, ae arms of 
which ! ad ca ap! sated his judg gment 5 
and then feize: with a paroxyfm of 
deipott MN, the necei {lity of woich he 
bel: oad his fituation impofed upon 
hig. The imbecility of Mr. Necker 
(for by what other name fall we 
deferibe it?) was not perpetually 


. ©. . , nd 4 
ifhop of aoe was 


enva red in the two extremes of ° 
nerolity and u furp: ition ; but was al- 
Ways Brave, conit tent and Pp hleg - 
matic. Like the archbifhop ot 'Tou- 
loyfe, his epinion, fuch as it was, 
was friendly to moerty : and, like 
the arch hbithop, ¢ was con fummate- 
ly i iynor ant of (| pt yore "ES by which 
the caufe of Ht erty might ‘belt be 
promoted. He did not fo much 
grafp the helm as hold the ba- 
lance of government 3; each party 
being adm tred to throw a weight 
into its re{pective fcale, while the 
beam was cated with an imper- 
ceptible bias towards the fide of 


tri th. If th: i licy were atten ided 


». © a 
wita rit, % tC of the archbifhop, 
Wio 18 GUT pre. moeery, Was not 
lefs aufpicious, ‘Thea Sere > s his 
afiability gave were ind Luitrioufly 

, , ’ : | 

MMmpro. lL; and he reaped nothing 

*} s . i b 
Fr, his Niu Di ons but condemna- 
tion and conte: pt. 

Adcminittration were determined 
to lofe no tin In puitine an end to 


their contentik a with thie p arliam ent 
1s, as the y were aware of no 
ther mode of providing for the exi- 
gencies of the revenue but by the 
interventic n of that body. ' The 
prir ‘ ipal vacation of the parliament 
falls upon that part of the vear to 
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which we have brought down ovr 
nafretive, its ufual period being from 
the feventh of September to the 
twelfth of the fe! lowing November, 
Asa prelimin ary flep ‘therefore to 
the recal, letters patent were tfiued 
for the perp of prolonging their 
fefions beyond the ordinary limits, 
tM fe letters having been regiftered 

‘Troyes, feemed te open a door ta 
aeipelidinn and accordingly Mr, 


” \ 


G Aligre, firlt prefident, was deput- 
ed by the parliament to treat with 
the king’s mganiers at Verfarlles, 
In the refolu >which this mea- 
fre was seme, gf Merwe er corps 
abitained from all thofe harfh and 
recriminatory charges with which 
their preceding relo lves al ounded j : 
but the very circumftance of the des 
putation was regarded as a point 
gained, the parliament 2 de- 
firous of afcertaining their right uns 
der every poffible circum rf ince of 
negociating with the king in per- 
fon. 

The propofition that was ult. 
mately adopted, for the puyy pote of 
accommodating rat once the exigen- 
cies of the revenue and the preten- 
fions of the parliament, was a revo- 

cation of the two obnoxious editts, 
and a prorogation of - fecond 
vingtieme for the year 791 and 
17923 : incloding a ell for its 
nore extenfive collection, without 
exempting even the domains of the 
crown, or the appanages of the 
princes of the wr The king 
exprefled his hope that this mo 

rigorous ¢ Gon. joined with a 
reformations and redu@tions that 
would be made in the houtheld, 
would finally be found fufficient to 
remedy the deficiencies now exilting 
in the pul blic tre: fury. The edi& of 
revocation was regi! ered at Tr oyes 
on the nineteenth of September 
175753 and on the fame d day the pars 
lament 


1) 
r 
ia 
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Rte. 


juridical body, by bonfires an 
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di ‘ame.to a refolution, cde- 
elaring, that nothing could have in- 
duced 4 fo much as to the re- 
miller of ; | prorogation of impoit 
but the exigency of the moment; 
that they aid it in the confidence, 
that the reductions of expendi- 
ture were actually in progress » and 
the fecond vinetieme would be per- 
mitted to expire at the pt eriod af- 
fioned; and that they perfifted tn 
prin- 
ciple in conteft, p rfuaded that they 
had no power to recilter a tax pre- 
viou fly ¢ <0 its having been voted by 
the affembly of the. tates general. 
The adjaftment of this arduous 
contelt was initantly fucceeded by 
the king’s letters of recal, putti: ise 
an end to the exile of the parlia- 
ment, and appointing the ordinary 


> 
ament 


their opinion refpecting the 


chambx r of vac atious to commence 
its fittings at Paris on the firlt 

Otober. Upon that occafion . 
was cuftomary for the whole body 

to fo in proce ffion to pre fent their 
committee to the fover: in; and the 
Paris feized upon this o p- 
then 
meritorious fervices of the 
l other 
tinued 


~ ). r 
peop:¢ ol 


portunity of exprefling 
of the 


fente 


Gemonwrations Oo JOY, CO! 


, ° - 4 a 1 
Pa iTilly Lilis and the two following 
c \ \* 
’ 7 
r} eriod of inaction that fol- 


ort continuance, and 
of that calm that 
ng tem} 
ve to prepare 


we hs is of Ah 
was of the nature 
prece les the com reit. Ad- 
miniitration endea 
al they would have to ecn- 
and to fecure the approba- 
tion of the public to their meafures, 
Th ey profeffed to carry the refor- 
mations and reduétions in the ex- 
pen diture to the amount of three 
millions flerling ; they eflimated the 
improvement of the colle¢tion of the 
vingtiémes at 1,460,000/. and the 
} 


dehciency which by thefe methods, 


tor tie t 


counter, 
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and fuch others as it might be 
thought preper to adopt, mut even- 
tually be fupplied, they ftated at 
§9830,000/. The promulgatio 1 of 
thefe ideas wou id, they be lieved, 
both eftablifh the opinion of thelr 
meritorious conduét, and entitle 
them to fuch farther afliftance as 
the cmergencies of the public might 
require, 

Another meafure, that was intro- 
duced at this period, appears to have 
procecded from fimilar views. ‘The 
project that had fiyit fixed the at- 
tention of the public upon the arch- 
bifhop of 'Touloufe, was that of ren- 
dering the udminiftration of the 
finances permanent, by the mode of 
entrulting it to the deliberations of 
a refp onlible council, inftead of fub- 
jecting it, as might otherwife be 
the cafe, to the fué€tnations and ca- 
prices of a fingle individual. The 
fame principle ‘that was app slicable 
to the finances, might, it was 
thought, be carried with fuccels in- 
to the other d« partments of governe- 
ment; and in purfuance of this idea 
a regula ition was b pet for the 

Rablifhment of a council of war, 
Sontifing of th Cichetary for that 
department and nine general offie 
Into this inftitution a prine 
le fingularly ariltocratical was in- 
duced. ‘The members originally 
F -pended on tle nomination of the 
king ; but it was diredét d that, 1 in all 
Futur e vacancies, the council fhould 
itfelf nominate three candidates y and 
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, 
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( 


I 

iticii 
the king have no other power than 
that of felecting one of the three to 
take his feat in the council. The 
fecretary of {tate had a calting vote. 
On the day upon which parlia- 
ment re-entered upon its functions, 
a direction was communicated to 
the fir(t prefident from the king, 
commanding him to hold the body 
affembled, iu order fpeedily to re- 
A 3 ccive 
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ecive the communications of the 
executive government. The archbi- 
fhop had in the interval endeavoured 
to prepare fuch a project as might 
promife to be atten d with the 
moft favourable fuccefs. As the par- 
liament had emphatically declared 
their incapacity to re ifter a tax, 
and as money was indifpenfibly ne- 
ceflary, the only alternative that 
fuggetted itfelf was that of a loan. 
In order to render this more palat- 
able, it was thought proper to ac- 
company it with fome great meafure 
of legiflation, Early in the prefent 
year, and at a time when the par- 
iament was anxioufly fearching af- 
ter every fource of popularity, with- 
out having yet fixed upon the plan 
to which it fhould yield the prefer- 
ence, fome of its members deplored 
with confiderable eloquence the hard- 
fhips and civil profcription impofed 
by the flate upon its proteftant ci- 
tizens. This topic, as moft con- 
genial to the liberality and intellec- 
tual daring of the age, engaged the 
choice of the aichbifhop. He alfo 
determined to prefent the parlia- 
ment at once with the plan of a fe- 
ries of loans for five years, and to 
promife a convocation of the {tates 
eneral at the end of that term. 
Ac believed that the fairnefs and 
publicity of this proceeding would 
engage the public approbation. He 
conceived that parfiament and the 
nation would be equally gratified 
with a conceflion fo confonant to 
their wifhes. At the fame time he 
congratulated himfelf upon thedepth 
of the policy by which he was fore- 
Ralling the ftrucgles attendant upon 
future edicts ; and fecuring to him- 
felf, in the eveat of his fuccefs, a long 
period of tranquil adminiftration. 
The merit of the archbifhop in 
this proceedin uy is faid to have he 
in fome refpe€ts greater, and in fome 


lefs, than it appeared. The flretch 
of policy upon which he piqued 
himfelf, was foon detected, and no 
fooner detected than defpifed. To 
promife a convocation of the tates 
eneral, it was faid, as foon as the 
aceacy of the finances was filled 
up, was to promife to call them to- 
ether when they would no longer 
, wanted. While the revenues 
were embarraffed, they might fpeak 
to the executive government the 
language of fitmnefs and freedom, 
at would be fecure of being heard 
and refpected. Appeals to the mufty 
records of defpotifm would be vain; 
while the national affembly, holdi 
the purfe of the public, would ook 
fefs an irrefillible argument, and 
their reprefentations be enforced by 
the imperious cry of neceflity. On 


the other hand, if the diftreffes of © 


adminiftration were removed, there 
was no doubt that government 
would fpeedily return into its old 
channel, The archbifhop defired 


to fecure his prefent power fora ~ 


period of five years: he fcarcely ex- 
pected, it may be, that his political 
exillence would be protracted be- 
yond that term, and was little 
anxious in what manner his fuccef- 


fors fhould extricate themfelves from 7 


a promife that they might think was 
not binding upcn them. To pro- 
mife to do a thing five years hence, 
which, if necefary at all, was ne- 
ceilary now, plainly difcovered the 
fentiments of the promifer ; and jt 
was hardly to be doubted that fu 
ture eafe would retract the engage- 
ments of prefent neceility. But, if 
this were the interpretation to which 
the meafure of the arehbifhop was 
moit obvioufly liable, it was alfo 
fufpected by thofe mo intimately 
acqtiainted with his charaéter, that 
he was sather betraying the caule 


of the monarchy than the caufe of 


the 
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the people. He chofe, it was faid, 
the condition of the proteftants for 
a fubje& of legiflation, becaufe he 
was devotedly the friend of religious 
liberty. He improved the embar- 
raffments of the court, to prevail 
upon it to promife in fome form the 
meeting of the ftates general, This 
was the decifive ftep. Such a pro- 
mife, in the prefent temper of the 
nation, once made, could never be 
retracted. Its execution might be 
accelerated, but could not long be 
deferred. 

A fuperficial confideration might 
induce us to fuppofe, that the pro- 
duce of the :eformations being taken 
at three millions, and the extenfion 
of the vingtiérhes at one and a half, 
the loan for the prefent year needed 
not exceed the gin of 1,400,000/. 
the precife difference between the 
amouit of thefe two articles and 
the avowed total of the deficit. But 
the fact was otherwife. The new 
ecolleétion of the vingtiémes was tar 
from being eftablifhed, and, though 
regiltered in the parliament of Paris, 
feemed likely to encounter oppofi- 
tion in the inferior courts ard af- 
femblies of the kingdoms Reforms 
in expenditure, and the abolition of 
offices, are neceffarily attended with 
compenfations to the officers te- 
duced, which may trerider them in 
fome cafes a temporary burthen 
rather thar relief to the public trea- 
fury. For thefe reafons it was found 
neceflary to fix the Joan for the 
year 1788 at five millions, and for 
the following years retpectively at 
397 §0,000/, 3,330,000/, 2,910 ,000/, 
and 2,500,00c/, The terms of the 


fubfequent loans were left open: 
the prefent was diftributed into three 
ortions; one at five per cent. and 
trredeemable, the fecond at four per 
cent. redeemable in twenty years, 
and the third im the form ef an- 
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nuity, eight per cent. for one life, or 
feven per cent. fortwo.—Thé pur- 
pote of the edict refpecting the pro- 
teltants lay in a very narrow com- 
pafs. The laws in exiftence nei- 
ther choofing to aim at their total 
extirpation, nor being able to pre- 
vail with themfelves to fecure te 
them the rights of citizens, con- 
trived, by one of thofe monftrous 
fictions with which the jurifprudence 
of mankind has hitherto been con- 
ducted, to affert that there were no 
fuch perfons. The prefent edié, 
without enabling them to hold any 
offices in the government, without 
fo much as cranting them the legal 
exercife of worfhip, was calculated 
to fupprefs this abfurdity ; and b 
fecuring to them tlie power of af- 
certaiuing their births, marriages 
and deaths in the courts of juftice, 
to enable them to inherit property, 
according to the eitablifhed modes 
of fucceffion. 

Such was the policy provided by 
the archbifhop of Toulaute, as molt 
fuitable to the prefent emergency. 
With thefe laws as it were in his 
hand, he endeavoured privately to 
negociate a favourable reception ; 
and he exhaulted all the blandith- 
ments at this time in the difpofition 
of government, to win ever the par- 
liament to compliance. He urged 
the extreme diforder of the finances, 
and the impraéticability of going 
on without the propofed loan. But 
thefe arruments were not calcalated 
to have influence with the juridical 
[utoxicated with the popu- 
larity they had lately acquired, they 
had little inclination, by one a& of 
authority, to furrender all the future 
check they poffeffed upon the exe- 
cutive government. ‘The diftreffes 
of adminiltration they regarded lefs 
as motives for forbearance, than as 
the arguments of future triumphs. 

A4 But, 
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But, whatever were the determi- 
nation of parliament, to the archs 
bithop it appeared that there re- 
mained no Rareagias but to raife 
the money immediately, or to fuffer 
the revenue to become bankrupt. It 
was therefore to be confidered in 
what method to give to the edict of 
loan the authority of law, without 
the voluntary participation of par- 
liament. The onailon of a bed 
of jultice had fucceeded fo ill in a 

recent inflance, that the miniller was 
_ extremely unwilling to have recourfe 
to it. He devifed the mode of a 
féance royale, in which the king 
fhould invite the parliament to de- 
bate the fubjeét in his prefence, pre- 
vioufly to the mad regilter, 
as a milder and lefs obnoxious pro- 
ceeding. It does not appear that 
this meafure had a precedent in any 
former parliamentary tranfaction, 

The {pace of a week only was 
fuffered to elapfe between the af- 
fembling of the parliament, and the 
appearance of the king among them 
for the purpofes deferibed. ‘The 
focech of the fovereign confilted 
of a brief flatement of principles, 
that were farther dilated in that of 
the kewper of the feals. The molt 
delicate topic of which they treated 
was that of the announced convoca- 
tion of the ftates general. The mi- 
nifter prefiding in the law depart- 
ment, thought proper to introduce 
this part of his fubje&t by a detail 
of what he ttyled the invariable prin- 
ciples of the monarchy, the heads 
of which he extracted from a refo- 
lution of the parliament of Paris of 
the year 1766. It was there allerted, 
thet **to the king alone belonged 
the fovereign power in the realm 3 
that he was accountable only to 
God for its exercife ; that the reci- 
procai connection of the king and 
his fubjects was indiffoluble, and ins 
eapable of alteration; that the na- 
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tion was identified with the king as 
the body is with the head ; and that 
the power of leyiflation refided in 
him, independent and undivided.” 

From thefe maxims (attelted, faid 
Mr. de Lamoignon, in every page 
of the national hiflory) he inferred, 
that the king alone had the right of 
convoking the flates general; that 
he alone could judge of their utility 
or neceffity ; that the adminiltration 
of the government muft unintere 
ruptedly velt inhim 3 that the three 
orders of the flate were only a coun- 
cil of a larger kind, in the midit of 
which the king originated his dee 
crees, like a father in his family ; 
and that the monarch mutt for ever 
remain fole arbiter of their griev- 
ances and complaints. 

Having eftablithed thefe general 
principles, he proceeded to prove, 
that the with now entertained of 
calling together the flates general 
had originated with the king. The 
king had fpontaneoufly convoked 
the afflembly of the notables ; it was 
well known that the idea of feeing 
himfelf in the midft of a nation he 
loved, and that loved him in return, 
excited in him neither terror nor 
averfion ; and thefe features in his 
character had no doubt fuggefted to 
the parliament the idea of foliciting 
a convocation of the ftates general. 
Formerly the long minorities of 
Louis the Fourteenth and Louis the 
Vifteenth, the devaltations of civil 
war, the lofs of battle after battle 
agaiut the common enemy, had not 
caufed a fingle voice to be heard, re- 
claiming the counfels of the repre- 
fentatives of the nation; it was only 
the zeal for the public good enters 
tained by the prefent king, and 
which perpetually outran the withes 
of his people, that had revived this 
long forgotten idea.—In the mean 
time, while Mr. de Lamoignon thus 
cemonitrated the fympathy of the 
king 
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king with the parliament, he blamed 
them for the difrefpe&tful importu- 
nity with wich! cy had folicited 
the ftates general ; and afferted the 
eftablifhment of the provincial af- 
femblies, a meafure that had {pon- 
taneoully flowed from the royal 
bounty, to be fraught with more 
folid advantages to the nation at 
larye. ’ 
‘he purpofe of the fitting having 
been explained, and the members 
directed to proceed to the difcuffien 
of the ediéts, a confiderable debate 
arofe. The firfl epinions delivered 
were in favour of the, plan of ad- 
miniftration. The principal fpeak- 
ers on the other fide were M. d’Ef- 
prémenil, Fréteau, and St. Vincent, 
and the abbés le Coigneux and 5Sa- 
batier. Their obfervations were de- 
livered with freedom, perhaps with 
acrimony. By the fates it was 
afferted that the only difference be- 
tween a bed of jultice and fuch a 
fitting as the prefent, was, that the 
one had all the franknefs of defpo- 
tifm, and the other all itshypoerify. 
Mr. Fréwau took occafion to fpeak 
of the recent accommodation be- 
tween Great Britain and France upon 
the fubjeét of Holland, and declared 
that it was a proceeding at which 
Louis the Fourteenth would have 
blufhed. The fitting continued for 
the {pace of feven hours; at the end 
of which the king rofe, and informed 
the aflembly, that, having heard 
their opinions, he perfilted in his 
feutiment. He therefore directed 
that the edi& of fucceflive loans 
fhould immediately be regiftered. 
The extraordinary revolution that 
had taken place in the minds of the 
people of France in the courfe of 
the prefent year, was in nothing 
more confpicuous than in the con- 
duct of the duke d’Orleans upon 
this eccafion, and the project formed 
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by the fir prince of the blood to 

ut himfelf at the head of the popu- 
fi party. He rofe to reply to the 
dire&ion of the king; and, ad- 
dreffing the throne, faid to him, 
‘* Sire, permit me_ to lay at your 
fect, and to exprefs in the prefence 
of the court, my declaration, ‘that 
I regard this meafure as illegal ; and 
that it is ajuflice due to the perfons 
who might be confidered as fharin 
in the deliberation, that the reluke 
fhovld be recorded as having {prung 
from the exprefs comman of our 
majelly.”” ‘The king having retired, 
the duke was requelted to record his 
diffent ; and the parliament came to 
a refolution, abjuring every fort of 
concern in the regifler which had 
jul taken place, and which had not 
been preceded by the vote that was 
neceflary to render the deliberation 
complete. 

In this crifis government was re- 
duced to a very dangerous alterna- 
tive. It was neceflary either to af- 
fume a countenance of inflexibility 
and rigour,’ and by the gravity of 
their proceedings encourage the 
public to confide in their perfeve- 
rance, and fo fill up the loan; or to 
retract at once, acknowledge that 
they*had no legitimate mode of fup- 
plying the exigency, and, putting 
all things to the hazard, immediately 
call together a national affembly. 
The example of the preceding fum- 
mer, in which the ediéts had been 
withdrawn after a regifter by otder 
from the throne, would not fail to 
be remembered againft them; and 
the facility of their conduct upon 
that occafion, feemed to impofe 
upon them the neceffity of feverity in 
this. Accordingly, on the following 
day, it was thought proper to fend 
into exile the duke d’Orleans, and 
meflieurs Sabatier and Fréteau; the 
former to one of his cougtry feats, 
aod 





and the two latter to. imprifonment 
in a diftant part of the kingdom. 
At the fame time orders were 
iven, that the journals of the par- 
froient fhould be brought to Ver- 
failles on the following morning ; 
and, by direétion from the king, the 
refolution of the evening of the 
féance royale was crafed. To the 
deputation that accompanied the 
journals the king obferved, that he 
was aftonifhed the parliament fhould 
pretend to have had no concern in 
the regifler, when they had been 
rmitted to debate it for feven 
together ; and when it was 
manifeft to all, as it had been to him, 
that the fenfe of the majority had 
clearly been in the affirmative. The 
iamenjs of former times had de- 
manded as a peculiar condefcenfion, 
that the king would come in the 
mid of them, and liflen to their 
fentiments ; and now that this an- 
cient form was for the firft time re- 
vived, parliament exclaimed upon its 
trentoAtions as illegal. The king de- 
clared his conftant difapprobation 
of the recording their pe ti upon 
his government, in the form of refo- 
lutions upon their journals, as dif- 
refpeGtful in itfelf, and mot an- 
nouncing the reafons together with 
the opinion. He took occafion to 
obferve, that he had promifed to 
convoke the ftates general before 
the year 1792; thatis, at lateft, in 
the yeari7gt. The deputation fo- 
licited the recal of the exiles, “ who 
had incurred this cenfure only for 
having fpoken according to their 
duty and their confcience, at a 
time when the king invited them to 
a free difcuffion.” 
No pretence could be more grofs 
than fae which the archbifhop of 


Touloufe thought proper to put into 
the mouth of the fovereign upon 
shis occation, If the majority of the 
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affembly were for the regifler, why 
mot collect the votes? It was unbe. 
coming, we have been told, of the 
dignity of the king, that fuch a for. 
inality fhould take place in his pre. 
ferice. ‘That mutt furely bea peci. 
liar fpecies of dignity that is de- 
ftructive of common fenfe, deftruc- 
tive of juftice, and deftructive of the 
intereft of the perfou to whom it 
belongs. But this was not a time 
for the cold exhibition of dignity ; 
and it is fomewhat difficult to be- 
lieve, that at a moment when the 
queftion was, whether the goverh- 
ment fhould commit an immediate 7 
act of bankruptcy, that at a crifis 7 
at which an unfavourable event 
might involve the nation in citi 
war, and all its horrors, the minifter 
could not ftoop from his dignity fo 
far as to count the voices of the af- 
fembly. In faé, the author of the 
féance royale does not feem well to 
have known what it was that he 
intended by that appellation. At 
one time it wasa bed of jutftice; 
with this only difference, that the 
parliament fhould be indulged in a 
fruitlefs wafte of eloquence, for 
which however they might after- 
wards be punifhed ; and at another, 
it was an ordinary deliberation, 
where the parliament fhould difcufs, 
but the king be prefent ; and the 
parliament vote, with the king for 
their teller. 

On the twenty-fecond, parliament 
proceeded to prepare fupplications 
to the king in behalf of the exiles; 
the princes and peers who had in- 
tended to be preient upon the occa- 
fion, being prevented by the exprefe 
interference of the king. The fup- 
plication complained with confide- 
rable force, * that they muft chain 
up their tongues, if their confidence, 
aay by the fovereign, was 
for the future to become the fignal 
of 
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of exile and arreft.” But the energy 
of fome of its fentiments was tar- 
nifhed by the meannefs and fallfe 
pathos of others. They lamented 
that Mr. de Fréteau had not only 
been arrefted, but arrefted with cir- 
cumflances of indecorum ; fome of 
which circumftances, upon better in- 
formation, they acknowledged to be 
falfe. Mr. Sabatier being imprifoned 
on the fea fhore, they fpoke of the 
place of his confinement as “ a con- 
tinual punifhment: a rock was his 
dwelling, and the waves of the fea 
beat againtt his habitation.” The 
king, in reply to thefe reprefenta- 
tions, promifed to enquire into the 
particulars complained of, butat the 
fame time profeffed himfelf difpleaf- 
ed, “ that they fhould attribute the 
punifhment of the exiles to motives, 
which the free courfe he had per- 
mitted to their opinions did not al- 
low them to fuggefl.”” Mcilieurs 
Fréteau and Sabatier were after re- 
moved to places of confinement lefs 
remote from the capital. 

Meanwhile the parliament, by no 
means fatisfied with this conceffion, 
afferted their privileges with the 
utmoft vigour. They refufed to re- 
ceive the compliments of the univer- 
fity, and other public bodies, upon 
the renewal of their fittings in Paris; 
ceremonies like thefe being alte- 
gether unfuitable to * fuch a period 
of mourning and confternation.” 
The confidcration of the ediéts of 
the proteftants, which came on about 
this time, they adjourned, on ac- 
count of the abfence of the peers, and 
“ the diftraéted fituation of their af- 
fairs.” The peers on their part pre- 
fented a memorial to the king, re- 
claiming their unalienable privileges, 
and demanding the recal of the duke 
d’Orleans and the two magiftrates. 
The prohibition of their attendance 
was taker off a fhort time after. 
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The peers being returned to their 
feats, a new fupplication; more fpi- 
rited and energetic than the former, 
was prepared in full aflembly on the 
thirtieth. In this paper the parlia- 
ment exprefsly remarked, “ that 
they did not come fo much to claim 
the royal benignity, as the protection 
of the laws; it was not a favour 
that they had to folicit, it was juf- 
tice they had to demand.” Nor did 
they flop here. Taught by expe- 
rience that the could no longer 
expect the public applaufe than 
while they appeared to be engaged 
in a public intereft, they extended 
their reprefentations to the injuitice 
and calamity of lettres de cachet. 
They obferved, that “ the meanelt 
of the king’s fubjeéts was not lefs 
interefted in the fuccefs of their re- 
monttrances, than the firft prince 
of the blood. The meanett fubject, 
punithed by the king, and pumifhed 
without bemg heard, became an ob- 
ject of public alarm. This fentiment 
was not peculiar to the parliament ; it 
was the fentiment of nature, it was 
the cry of reafon.” They appealed 
to “ the confcience of the monarch, 
and were fatished of his internal 
approbation. ‘Their canfe was the 
caufe of the nation and the throne: 
the authority of the one and the 
liberty of the other were built upon 
the fame foundation; juitice only 
could give tranquillity to the fub- 
ject, and ftability to the power by 
which he was governed.”? ‘The 
concluded with demanding “ the li- 
berty of the exiles; or, if they be 
guilty, that their crimes thould be 
declared, and the accufation brought 
to an iffue.’’ 

‘The delays occafioned by the 
controverfy of the exiles were con- 
fiderably injurious to the edi@ for 
afcertaining the civil exiftence of the 
proteltants; and afforded ah oppor- 

tunity 
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tunity for fuper{ition and prejudice 
to muller their forces a it. 
The clergy were particularly indul- 
trious. ‘The archbifhop of Paris, 
necd we fay, profefled himfelt the 
fervent advocate of toleration, at 
the fame time that he carneftly de- 
precated the precipitate acceptation 
of the prefent.edict ? There is an 
evidence in truth that extorts the 
unwilling homage of her adverfaries, 
at the moment they are mot un- 
wearicd in their attempts to defeat 
her, and thus obliges them to fub- 
feribe to their own condemnation. 
Mr. ¢’Efpremenil, author of the 
remonflrances of the parliament, at 

vefent the idol of the multitude, 
= {fpeedily fated to become their 
averfion, a young lawyer of un- 
daunted courage, of ardent faucy, 
and deeply imbued with all the pre- 
judices of his profeffion, exerted his 


i 


eloquence to obtain at leait fome 


modification of the edict. No man, 
he declared, could be more willing 
to fubfenbe to the toleration of the 
proteflants: bat he | oked with hor- 
ror upon the prefent meafure, which 
was accompanied with ao limita- 
tions, as opening a doar to Jews, 
Pagans, and Mahometans; nay, by 
its unguarded indulg 
out a refuge to unbelievers and 
atlietits. 

Another circum!tance that under- 
went conliderable difculon, wasthat 
of the marriages of the pre tellants 

\ 


73° 
ence, holding 


; 
fuflicient care, it was fad, not being 
taken in the cact to prevent the 
principles of the catholics from being 
corrupted by profane intcrmarriages. 
The archbifhor , Parte & m 

x¢ archbilhop of aris recome- 
mended the edict to be wholly re- 
ferred to the future mveltic ation of 
the ilates general. To this it was 

9 t ’ ee 
anfwered by abbeé le Coigneux, one 
of the leaders of oppotition in the 
{cance royale, that, if the purpofe 


) 





had been taxation, the kingdom in 


oy ought to have been con- 


ulted; but that matters of govern. 
ment and Jegiflation belonged exclu. 
fively to the king. At length it was 
agreed to reprefent to the king 
what were deemed the imperfe&ions 
of the edict. The articles of this 
repreféntation however fufficiently 
fhewed that the intolerant party was 
by no means the ruling one. Omit. 
ting the objections of Mr. d’E{pre- 
menil and the archbifhop, they oniy 
required that no public worfhip but 
that of the eftablifhed religion fhould 
be permitted that proteitants fhould 
be excluded from municipal offices 
and the direction of {cholaitic eftab« 
liihments; and thatthey fhould be ex- 
cluded from the right of prefentation 
tolivings. They added their with, that 
the penal laws againft heretics fhould 
be modified, as well as thofe exchid- 
ing them from certain profeffions 
and trades; and that the property 
confiicated under thefe penal laws, 
and now in poffeffion of the king, 
hould be reftored. 

To this reprefentation the king 
replied, that the edi&t grauted a civil 
exiitence to the proteftants, and had 
nothing to do with worfhip ; that 
he meditated a reform in the penal 
code, which code mutt however 
remain for the fecurity of public 
worlhip; that the edict already con- 
tained provifions that applied to the 
free exercife of trade; and that, if 
this article, the right of prefenta- 
tion, or the refloration of confif- 
cated property, required any further 
regulation, he would provide for 
them by {cparate decifions. "The 
king then delivered to the parlia- 
ment a copy of the law, correéted 
in a few immaterial points. “The 
regifter, which had been delayed 
fixit by the other controverfies of 
the parliament, and then by the de- 
bates 
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bates to which the edi gave rife, 
was voted by a great majority on 
the twenty-ninth of January 1788. 
The controverfy between adminif- 
tration and the parliament of Paris 
was fufpended in the autumn of the 
year 1787; and hopes had been en- 
tertained that their future proceed- 
ings might be of an amicable come 
plexion. But the oppofition of the 
provincial parliaments feemed {carce- 
ly to have fuffered the {malleft in- 
terruption, That of Bourdeaux, 
which, as a punifhment for its re- 
fractory difpotitions, had been exiled 
to Libourne, difcovered no incli- 
nation to retract. The immediate 
fource of its difgrace had been the 
queftion of the provincial aflemblies ; 
and one of their earlicft concerns 
after their tranflation, was to vote a 
remonttrance, the object of which 
was, to juftify their proceedings, 
and to difplay the injuttice of the 
treatment they had in confequence 
received. The parliaments of Gre- 
noble and Rennes adopted the fen- 
timents of their brethren of Bour- 
deaux. It is not to be doubted that 
a confiderable fource of their oppo- 
fition is to be traced to their jea- 
loufy of an inftitution, which they 
conceived likely to rival them in the 
public favour. Their oftenfible rea- 
{on was, the dependence in which 
thefe aflemblies would be held of 
the court ; and they exprefled their 
determination never to regilter the 
edict of their creation, till they could 
regiiter at the fame time certain 
permanent provilions for regulating 
their conftitution. It was maine 
tained, on the other hand, by the 
minifters of the fovereign, that the 
provincial aflemblies were to be re- 
garded at prefent rather as an expe- 
riment ; that a period of three years 
at Jeatt thould be fuffered to elapfe 
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before they received an unalterable 
form ; and shat till then no regula- 
tions for their ftructure could pof 
fibly affume the facrednefs of a law. 
‘Lhe parliaments that oppofed the 
provincial allemblies, could fcarcely 
tail alfo to oppofe the edi& for pro- 
roguing and ext *ading the collection 
of the vingtiémes; fince it entered 
into the plan for executing this 
edict, that the amount of the tax 
fhould be more accurately diftributed 
than it had hitherto been by the in- 
tervention of thefe affemblies. But 
thefe were not the only adverfaries 
of the financial edict. The parlia- 
ments of Metz and Rouen adopted 
the fame conduct, They complained 
that the extention of the vingtidmes 
was clearly a meafure of taxation; 
that to extend an old impoit was 
precifely the fame as to introduce a 
new one ; that minilters had inverted 
the name only; and now hoped to 
inveigle them into a confent con- 
trary to their declared principles. 
The parliameat of Metz ated it to 
be impoflible to admit the enlarged 
collection of the tax, till it had been 
approved by the ftates general, or 
in their abfence by the flates of their 
own province, called together for 
that purpofe. The parliament of 
Touloufe went farther than this. 
Touloufe was one of thofe greater 
divifions of the kingdom, in which 
the intlitution of provincial {tates 
had furvived the lapfe of time and 
the ravages of defpotifm. The fates 
voted the augmentation of the land 
tax; but the parliament refufed to 
regifter the edi@t, and declared the 
affent of the ftates null and illegal. 
In the mean time thefe juridical 
affemblies did not content themfelves 
with difzpproving fuch meafures as 
came directly under their infpection, 
They extended their deliberations 
to 
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to national concerns, and endea- 
voured to make a common caufe 
with the parliament of tuc capital. 
The edi@ of loan did not fall under 
their confideration, it being a maxim 
of the eftablifhed practice, that the 
regifter of the saitaencsts was only 
neceflary for fuch laws as were to 
be executed in the province of their 
jorifdiGtion. That they might be 
engaged in the fame contefl, they 
therefore thought proper to animad- 
vert upon the cafe of the exiles. 
The parliament of Rennes led the 
way ; and was followed by thofe of 
Grenoble, Rouen, Pau and Bour- 
deaux. It was upon this fubject that 
adminiftration thought it neceflary 
to difplay the feverity of the execu- 
tive government. Early in Decem- 
ber the parliament of Kennes voted 
a letter to the king upon the fubject 
of the exiles, and in the courfe of 
the fame month a remonttrance in 
behalf of the parliament of Bour- 
deaux. Thefe proceedings were no 
fooner known at Veriailles, than the 
King iffued letters of fummons to 
the fift prefident and two other 
mayiftrates, and perfonally enjoined 
them to fignify to their body his 
royal pleafure that they fhould no 
longer deliberate upon queitions of 
this fort; adding, that he would 
not fuffer any of his parliaments to 
wander from the topics of their im- 
mediate jurifdiction, In the mean 
time the parliament of Rennes dif- 
covered that the king’s pleafure had 
not been fiynitied to them in an av- 
thentic form, and voted further re- 
monttrances. A more numerous de- 
putation was now fummoned ; and 
the journals of the parliament being 
produced, the king ordered the ob- 
noxious refolutions to be erafed in 
his prefence. A fimilar proceeding 
Was acopted refpecting the pazlia- 
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ment of Grenoble; two of the ma. 
giftrates were fummoned, and the 
refolutions annulled. The parlia. 
ment of Metz had regiftered the ex. 
tenfion of the land tax under certain 
provifos. Advantage was taken of 
this circumftance, and the provifos 
fuperfeded by royal command. In 
the province of T ouloufe, where 
there exifted a dire& contelt between 
the parliament and the provincial 
ftates, the ediét was authoritatively 
regiltered by exprefs commiflion from 
the king. To that of Bourdeaux 
letters of mandate were repeatedly 
fent, commanding them to regifler 
the ediét of provincial aflemblies, 
and as repeatedly difobeyed. Mean- 
while, as that parliament had been 
tranflated, the Parifian magiltrates 
exiled,and the deputations of Rennes 
and Grenoble fummoned by lettres 
de cachet, it became a general con- 
cern to enquire into the validity of 
thefe letters. Remonttrances ori- 
ginated fromall quarters ; and it was 
explicitly afferted that there was no 
power in the monarchy that could 
put reftraint upon the liberty of any 
one of its citizens, except fo far as 
he was accufed of any crime, and as 
a means to bring him toa legal and 
impartial trial, 

The anfwer of the king to the fe. 
cond fupplications of the parliament 
of Paris was not delivered til] near a 
month aiter the period at which the 
fupplications had been voted. It 
was then very fhort: promifing to 
take their remarks into contidera- 
tion ; obferving, that he had nothing 
to add to his former anfwer upon the 
fame fubje& ; and blaming the pare 
liament for profefling only to have 
recourfe to his juitice, when the 
had every thing to expect from his 
bounty. This anfwer became the 
topic of difcuffion on the fourth of 
Janu- 
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January; and. the magiftracy re- 
tulved at the fame time to prepare 
farther reprefentations refpe¢cting 
the exiles, and a remonftrance a- 
gaint the ufage of lettres de cachet 
in general, 
t muft be acknowledged that the 
arliament was futliciently judicious 
in the choice of important and in- 
terelting topics upon which to fix 
the enquiries of the nation. Next to 
the non-exiftence of a legiflative af- 
fembly ; next to the power of the 
monarch to impofe what taxes he 
leafed, a power which in the fequel 
1S neceffarity deflructive of liberty, 
independence and virtue ; there can 
be no error in policy more funda- 
mental than that of depriving aman 
of his freedom without accufation 
and without atrial. In France the 
tremendous foleci{m was fuffered to 
exift, of every man’s being liable to 
apprehenfion and imprifunment at 
the mere pleafure of the king or his 
miniter. The reafons employed to 
defend this practice are themfelves 
the beft refutation of it. It was faid, 
there is a {pecies of crimes the law 
cannot reach; as if law, with all the 
abfurdities and ali the mal-admi- 
niftration with which in moll coun- 
tries it is attended, did not inflict 
milchief enough upon mankind! Let 
thefe criminals at leatt go unpunithed, 
till there fhali fomewhere be found 
ingenuity enouth to frame a law 
that fhall comprehend them, and 
effrontery enough to dare to pa- 
tronife that law. Are kings and 
their minilters the proper perfons 


to do that which law cannot do? 


What fort of crimes will they be 
mot eager to punifh? The love of 
liberty, the love of independence, 
the erdent fallies of that mind that 
overlooks the ceremonies in which 
they intrench themielves.—It was 
farther faid, lettres de cachet were 
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a ufeful inftrument in the hands of 
matters of families to check pro- 
fligacy and beginning vice, and te 
withdraw that which difgraced them 
from the obfervation of fociety. In 
other words, it was not enough that 
thefe refcripts fhould be the inttru- 
ments of defpotifm, but they mufk 
be made the inftruments of private 
vengeance. Anger, imperioufnefs, 
peevifhnefs and folly, muft be fur- 
nifhed with this weapon, left in their 
own nature they fhould prove too 
harmlefs. Is the angry man a fit 
judge in his own caufe? Is the aue 
thority, with which, in the prefent 
ftate of fociety, the charaéter of fa- 
ther is neceflarily invefted, too lit- 
tle? If with all his prerogatives 
he is too feeble to prevent vice, by 
what right does he claim the power 
of {creening it from the obfervation 
of jullice ? ; 

‘be parliament had already drawn 
up their reprefentations in behalf of 
the exiles, and appointed a committee 
to prepare the remonflrance, when 
the king though tproper to interfere, 
to quafh their farther proceedings. 
He commanded the journals to be 
brought to him at Verfailles ; and 
having fuppreffed the refolution of 
the fourth of January, informed the 
deputation that he had been willing, 
and was ilill willing, to receive their 
petitions for the recal of the magil- 
trates. Ele did not indeed think 
fit to comply with them; and he 
obferved that their language was not 
fuch as to merit his indulgence. 
But he cautioned them againit pros 
ceedings ftill more foreign to their 
true deitination ; and exprefsly for 
bad them to found any meafure on 
their refolution reipecting lettres de 
cachet, or to adopt any fuch re- 
folves in future. 

This prohibition fulpended for a 
time the ardour of the parliament 
for 
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for political difeuffions : but the af- 
fair of the proteftant edict being 
now ed, and no alteration 
taking place in the meafures of go- 
vernment, they returned in the clofe 
of the following month to the fub- 
seé of lettres de cachet; and at 
h on the cleventh of March 
voted a remonftrance, which, though 
in fome refpeéts turgid and mono- 
tonous, was not deflitute of manli- 
nefs of fentiment and energy of com- 
tion. 
They began with ftating it to be 
their duty to watch over the prero- 
ives of the monarch and the pri- 
vileges of the le. To the peo- 
ple they would fpcak of fabmiffion, 
and to the prince of liberty. The 
mott fatal of the invafions upon liber- 
ty was to be found in the ufage of 
lettres de cachet. From this name 
all hearts fhrugk back with horror. 
The people in filence fearce dared 
lift their thouglits to that incon- 
ecivable power, which difpofed of 
the fates of men without hearing 
and judging them ; which plunged 
and retained them at pleafure in total 
darknefs, where the cheerful hght 
of day fhould never enter, any more 
than the reviving afpect of law, the 
ery of nature, or the voice of friend- 
fhip. They dared not lift their 
thourhts-to a power, whofe eflence 
was myftery, and whofe title was 
force ; to a power, exercifed with 
impunity by every fervant of the 
crown, and which eltablithed over 
their head an endlefs chain of op- 
prefiors, from the miniftcr of ftate 
to the loweitt agent of the police. 
Man, they proceeded to affert, 
was born free, and his happinefs 
depended on the principles of juf- 
tice. Liberty was an imprefcrip. 
tible right, and juftice an univerlal 
duty, anterior to the laws, and 
@jual y mcumbent on the king and 


without protecting him, were ne 
longer laws, but fetters. Force might 
impofe, and weaknefs or folly might 
wear them; but force did not con. 
ftitute obligation, and weaknefs was 
incapable of contracting any valid 
engagement. All lawful fubmiffien 
was in its principle voluntary ; and 
ifa nation were to fay to its chief, 
“ Exercife an arbitrary power over 
us: we confent that our tribunals 
fhall have no power, and our laws 
be ufelefs ; a word from your mouth, 
a fignature from your hand, fhall 
deprive us of our wives, our chil. 
dren, our property, and our lives” — 


fuch a nation would be a fociety of 


madmen, and not of citizens. It 
was the office of juitice to proteé 
the weak again‘t the {trong ; it was 
the office of lettres de cachet to arm 
the ftrong for the deitruction of the 
weak, Where then was jullice? 
Was mifery a crime? The poor 
man, friendlefs and unprotected, did 
he ceafe to be a citizen ? 

The remonttrance referred back 
to a declaration of the king concern. 
ing lettres de cachet in 1777, ftate 
ing, * that he would never fuffer an 
attack upon the liberty of his fub- 
jets ; but that there were circum. 
itances in which it might be necef- 
fary the royal authority fhould be 
exerted, in fupport of jultice, and to 
prevent a culprit’s evation,” This, 
they faid, was precifely the cafe in 
which an exercife of power might 
be neceflary, to give effe&to the 
decifion of juftice, not to prevent 
tts deciding. They exclaimed, if he 
could but interrogate thofe victims 
of arbitrary power that were con, 
fined, abandoned, and forgotten, in 
thofe impenetrable dungeons where 
filence and injuitice for ever dwell, 
how many would he tind that 
never threatened to difturb the tran- 
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quillity of the ftate, and never in- 
as difhonour to the name of their 
family! He would know to what 
torments the wretch is condemned, 
to whom the fun rifes unaccompa- 
nied with hope, and the night re- 
turns unbleft with repofe. They 
added, that liberty was by no means 
a privilege, but a right; that they 
would never ceafe to folicit the re- 
ftoration of that right to the exiles 
who had innocently incurred the 
royal difpleafure ; and that they no 
longer confidered the objects of their 
petition under the character of a 
prince or of magiltrates, but under 
that of men, 

Supinenefs and indolence were by 
no means the errors of the pr-fent 
adminiftration ; and, while they were 
involved in the moft animated con- 
tefts with nearly all the courts of law 
in the kingdom, they did not for 
that reafon neglect fuch projects as 
were either recommended by their 
intrinfic utility, or fuggefted by the 
emergency of the prefent ftate of 
affairs. A committee of merchants 
deputed for that purpofe prefented 
to the minifter a memorial, fetting 
forth the various difadvantages ari- 
fing to the commerce of the king- 
dom in general from the exclufive 

rivilege of the Eaft-India company. 
The habits of the archbifhop in- 
clined him to inveitigate the princi- 
nles upon which eftablifhments were 
founded, and not to be determined 
in their favour by the veneration 
that prepoffeflion frequently infpires. 
The charter in this cafe was the 
work of Mr. de Calonne, and the 
minifter for various reafons enter- 
tained no great partiality for the 
meafures of his predeceffor in office. 
The queftion therefore was for 
feveral months held in fufpenfe, 
though it was at length fuflered to 
1790. 
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terminate in a manner favourable to 
the company. 

A commiffion was appointed, at 
the head of which was the marquis 
de Condorcet, the friend and bio- 
grapher of Turgot, and abbé Mau- 
ry, a member of the academy, who 
has fince diftinguifhed himfelf in 
the national aflembly, for the pur- 
pofe of examining and correcting 
the fyftem of education at that time 
fubfiiting in the different colleges 
and univerfities of the kingdom. 
Another commiffion, prefided by 
Mr. Target, an eloquent pleader, 
was at the fame time direéted to re- 
vife the code of criminal legiflation. 
This {pirit of improvement gave 
birth to a declaration of criminal 
jultice, communicated by the king 
to the parliament of Paris; the prin- 
cipal objects of which were, to grant 
to the accufed the privilege of bein 
heard by his counfel, to sateriele 
an interval of one month between 
the pronouncing a fentence of death 
and its execution, and to direé& the 
communication of the fentence, to- 

ether with the evidence upon which 
it was founded, to the keeper of the 
feals, for his examination. The 
parliament demurred the regiftering 
this declaration, and regarded the 
laft article in particular with jea- 
loufy, as an invafion of its eftablithed 
prerogatives. 

But the fubje& moft urgent upon 
the attention of government was, the 
introduction of economy. The re- 
forms of expenditure were even car- 
ried into articles not originally in con- 
templation. The reduction in the 
queen’s houfhold alone was eftimated 
at 50,000l. per annum. The new efta- 
blifhed council of war was directed to 
enquire into thefavings that wen be 
introduced into the army ; and after 
am inveltigation of fome months, ms 
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refult of their enquiry in 
thirty-nine ordinances. reduc- 


tion they introduced was faid to be 
carried to theamount of eighty thou- 
fand, merely in number of men, be- 
fide a propertionable change through 
the different ranks of the army. 
At the fame time a regulation was 
brought forward for annihilating 
fubordinate treafuries, and carrying 
all the expences of sarees to 
one centre, upon a plan fimilar to 
that propofed by Mr. Burke in his 
celebrated bill of reform. ‘The gene- 
ral account of the expenditure of 
the year was publifhed, according 
to the plan fettled in the affembl 
of notables, on the twenty-feventh 
of April. Meantime it mutt be ob- 
ferved, that adminiftration appeared 
in the inftances we have been record- 
ing, as well as in every other to 
which we fhall have occafion to 
allude, more adventurous than firm, 
and their projects of confequence 
lefs beneficial to the public than they 
originally promifed. 

But, while government was bufied 
about matters of inferior importance, 
the affair of the parliaments became 
every day more defperate. In fome 
of the rural judicatures there were 
not fewer than eight edicts unre- 

riftered : and among thefe were in 
enh cafes that of the provincial 
alfemblies, and in all the extenfion 
of the vingtiémes. Of confequence 
the legiflation of the kingdom was 
at a ftand; the deficiency of the 
revenues was unfupplied; in fome 
places there was no aflembly to re- 
gulate the increafing amount of the 
tax ; and m others the amount, al- 
ready regulated, was by the courts 
of judicature forbidden to be paid. 
Sach a prohibition could not fail to 
produce the moit unfavourable con- 
sequences. Meanwhile the parlia- 
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ment of Paris, to which the others 
looked up as their model, difplayed 
every fymptom of perfeverance and | 
coutuany 

They apy on the eleventh 
of April a farther remonftrance 
againft the legality of the féance 
royale; and upon this occafion it 
was thought proper that the king 
fhould inake a fuller anfwer than he | 
had hitherto done, by that meansto | 
give more clearnefs and authenticity 
to thofe ideas, by which the repre. 
fentations of thé courts might moft 
plaufibly be refuted. He afferted, 
“that the procéedings complained 
of had been perfectly regular. The | 
deliberation was complete; for the 
fubjeét of the meeting was fully de- 
bated. The votes were not collected; 
for it would be prepofterous to col- 
le&t them when they ought not to 
prevail, In reality, it would bea 
monftrous conftitution, that fhould 
reduce the will of the king to the 
fame value as that of any one of his 
officers, and introduce as many va- 
riations into the jurifprudence as 
there were different parliaments in 
the monarchy.” The king added, 
“that many of the moft admired lawa 
of the realin had been regiftered by 
immediate command fromthe mo- 
narch, and would probably never 
have been eftablifhed ifthey had de- 
pended upon the fuffrages of the 
courts of juftice.” 

Towards the clofe of the fame 
month the.parliament prepared a 
reply to the anfwer of the king, and 
fignified their intention, notwith- 
ftanding the repeated prohibition 
they had received, to refume the 
topic of lettres de cachet. They 
went farther than this. Finding that 
the other courts had unanimoufly 
refufed to regifter the edi& of the 
vingti¢mes, they thought it neceflary 
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to come to a refolution, declaring 
that they had not regiltered it in 
the fenfe in which government had 
thought proper to underitand it, 
and directing an enquiry to be made 
into the fteps which had been taken 
to execute it in that unauthorifed 
manner. 

It was at this period that a bold 
and decifive meafure, which had 
been for fome time in contempla- 
tion, was thought to demand a 
prompt and immediate execution. 
This was no lefs than to take away 
from the parliaments, at onceand for 
ever, the prerogative of regiftering 
the royal ediés, and vetting it in a 
fingle court erected for that. pur- 
pole, and empowered to aé in the 
name and behalf of every province 
in the kingdom. This meafure dif- 
fered from that of chancellor Mau- 
peou inthe year 1771, as itdid not go 
to the length of annihilating the par- 
liaments, but, while it took from 
them the power of regifter, left them 
fome of their judiciary functions. 
‘The preparations on the part of 
government were carried on with 
great fecrecy, and it was intended 
to regifter the neceflary declarations 
by the power of the monarch in 
every parliament of the kingdom on 
the fame day. But the vigilance of 
the Parifian magittrates penetrated 
the fecret of adminiitration ; and, 
Thurfday the eighth of May being 
fixed for the execution, the parlia- 
ment came to a refolution on the 
Saturday preceding, expreflive of 
the highelt difapprobation of the 
meai{ure. 

By.this refolution it was afferted, 
that the deftruétion that now hung 
over the courts of jultice was evi- 
dently provoked by their refufal to 
regifter two ruinous taxes, their de- 
claring themfelves incompetent in 
matters of revenue, foliciting with 
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earneftnefs a convocation of the tates 
general, and intrepidly afferting the 
principles of individual liberty. It 
proceeded to f{pecify the principles 
of the French conftitution, which 
were {tated to be the hereditary de- 
feent of the crown in the male line, 
the excluiive right of the itates gene- 
ral to authorife fubfidies, and the 
power of the parliaments in regifter- 
ing the royal mandates. In con- 
clufion, it protelted againft every 
attempt to violate thefe tundamental 
maxims, and {tated the unanimous 
determination of the members not 
to adminifter jultice but in the fame 
court, and endowed with the fame 
privileges. 

This refolution feems greatly to 
have deranged the ere 8 of gue 
vernment, the fuccefs of which in a 
confiderable degree depended upon 
the confent of the moft eminent 
members of the parliament of Paria 
to conftitute the new ere¢ted*court. 
Upon this confent they had thought 
proper to calculate; and it wae 
{carcely to be expected that the moft 
abject {pirit in the public at large 
would fabmit to fee the entire b 
of the magiftrates difcarded at a 
{ftroke, and the whole of this much 
contefted prerogative lodged in the 
hands of men with whom the nation 
had hitherto been unacquainted. 
But the expectation of the minitter 
was defeated, cither becaufe thofe 
magiltrates, who had confented to 
his undertakings in private, had not 
the courage to avow their defertion 
of the common caufe; or, which is 
fufliciently inconceivable, but not 
inconfiftent with the rafhnefs of the 
archbifhop of Touloufe, becaufe he 
had trufted in this momentous affair 
to the precarious fuccefs of fubfe- 
quent negociation. 

The remonftrance, recently pre- 
pared upon the fubject of the féance 
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royale, had been a inted to be 
prefented on the wing day ; 
and upon this occafion the king 
fignified his ure that the par- 
-liament teow 
upon the fubjec of their yefterday’s 
catolution. At the fame time an 
order of council was made, annul- 
ling both that refolution, and the 
refeluaion refpeCting the vingtidmes. 
In the interval of fufpenfe it was 
thought advifable by government 
to aflume an appearance of feverity, 
and by terror and alarm to overbear 
all oppofition to the meditated blow. 
Directions were accordingly iflued 
for arrefting Mr. d’Efpremenil and 
another magiftrate ; but the defign, 
probably in confequence of fome 
ious intimation that was given, 
iled in the execution. The deftined 
victims, who, to evade the projected 
apprehenfion, had been obliged on 
the preceding night to withdraw 
from their houfes, appeared early on 
Monday in the midit of the juridi- 
cal affembly. The parliament, irri- 
tated with this new holtility, was 
arrived as it were at the laft hour of 
its political exiftence, and had no 
longer any concern but not to dif- 
ce the courage they had hitherto 
Swe They voted an immediate 
deputation tothe king, to reprefent 
to him, that the proof of the de- 
fpotical fyftem of his minifters was 
by this action rendered complete, 
and to adjure him to difmifs from 
his councils thofe who had prompted 
him to fo alarming a meafure. 

The deputation was not admitted 
to the prefence of the king, upon 
the feore of informality, it being the 
eftablifhed practice to fend a pre- 
vious meflage to enquire upon what 
day and hour thefovereign would be 
comes to grant them an audience. 

n the mean time a party of the 
military was difpatched to blockade 
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the feat of juftice, and to demand 
the immediate furrender of the two 
magiftrates. It was now midnight, 
a confiderable debate enfued 
upon this unprecedented requifition ; 
which was at length terminated b 
the voluntary requeft of Mr. d’Ef- 
premenil and his colleague to the 
reft of the affembly, to be permitted 
to furrender themlelves to the royal 
meffengers. The fitting did not 
break up till the evening of Tuef- 
day, after a continuance of thirty- 
fix hours. 
Such were the meafures with 
which it was thought proper to in- 


troduce the bed of juftice of the 


‘eighth of May. The king upon 


that occafion brought with him fix 
edicts, the objets of which were, 
to eftablifh a new court of regifter, 
to new mould the fyftem of admini- 
{trative juftice,and to introduce cer- 
tain new regulations in the execu- 
tion of the criminal law. Confider- 
able pains were taken by the mi- 
nilter to demonftrate that the court 
of regifter he propofed was not to be 
regarded as a new inftitution, but as 
the revival of the original fy{tem of 
the kingdom. He afferted, that be- 
fore the fourteenth century the pro- 
vincial parliaments had not been 
brought into exiftence, and the 

ower of regifter exifted exclufively 
in the parliament of Paris. He 
quoted Francis the Firft, Henry 
the Second, Henry the Fourth, and 
Louis the Thirteenth, as having ap- 
prehended the ill confequences of 
admitting the younger magiftrates 
to a fhare in the public deliberations. 
Of confequence he determined to 
admit into his cour plénigre the 
higher divifion only of the parlia 
ment of Paris, to which for the 
greater dignity he propofed to add 
the chancellor or keeper of the feals, 
the princes and peers, four great 
officers 
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officers of the houfhold, two arch- 
bifhops, two bifhops, two marfhals 
of France, two governors and lieu- 
tenant governors of provinces, two 
knights of orders, fix counfellors of 
ftate, four mafters of requefts, one 
member from each of the provincial 

rliaments, two from the chamber 
of accounts, and two from the court 
of aids. To this court was to be at- 
tributed the fole and exclufive re- 
gifter of the royal edicts, except fuch 
as might be of a local nature ; at the 
fame time that the king promifed to 
introduce no alteration into the fyf- 
tem of taxation till the meeting of 
the ftates general, unlefs impelled by 
fome unforefeen war or urgent ne- 
ceflity ; the edict in that cafe to be 
provifionally regiltered in the cour 
pléniére. 

The fecond fubje& of the royal 
ediéts was, the adminiltration of 
juftice. This was ftated to be in its 
prefent form complicated, vexatious 
and abfurd. Criminals, whofe de- 
linquencies were committed three 
hundred miles from Paris, were 
brought to the capital to be tried ; 
civil caufes of {mall importance were 
fubjeéted to the fame grievance, 
and were often depending for a feries 
of years. Injuftice of the fame na- 
ture, though in an inferior degree, 
refulted from the conftitution of the 
provincial parliaments. The kin 
therefore propofed to inftitute dif 
tinét courts of juftice feverally for 
certain lefler divifions of the realm, 
called bailliages, which fhould be 
empowered to decide definitively all 
civil fuits, the object of which did 
not exceed 1661. fterling. Above 
thefe he created forty-feven courts 
of larger jurifdition, called grand 
builliages, whofe fun@tions ould 
include the final decifion of criminal 
caufes, as wellasthat of civil proceffes 
to the amount of 8331. All civil 
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caufes of an amount exceeding this 
fum, as well as criminal accufations 


were againft any member of the 


privileged bodies, were referved for 
the fole cognifance of the parlia- 
ments. The king proceeded to anni- 
hilate the funétions of fuch tribunals 
as were exceptions to the pees = | 
jurifprudence of the kingdom, fuc 
as the commiflioners of finance, of 
the foreft laws, of the falt duties 
and the cuftoms, depriving thefe 
bodies of their judicial charaéter, 
and reftraining dun for the future 
to matters of regulation. Finally 
he obferved, that, as the parlia- 
ment would have fewer caules to 
try, a f{maller number of judges 
would be fufficient; and, at the 
fame time that he fuppreffed what- 
ever was unneceflary, he pointed out 
certain modes of indemnifying or 
reimburfing them. 

The laft fubje& of the ediéts was 
the execution of criminal juftiee , 
and what was decreed upon this 
head, which was ftated to be merely 
preliminary to a thorough reform of 
the criminal law, had in part been 
offered to the confideration of par- 
liament, previoufly to its introduétion 
in the bed of juftice. It dire&ted that, 
except in cafes of infurreétion and 
popular tumult, no fentence of death 
fhould be executed till one month 
after it had been pronounced ; that 
the crime for which any man was 
condemned fhould be recorded in the 
judgment; and that, where the cir- 
cumftances of the cafe did not per- 
mit fuch reparation to be fixed on 
any individual, fentences of acquit- 
tal fhould be fufficiently publifhed at 
the expence of government. It alfo 
abolifhed the ufe of the fellette,, or 
ftool, upon which the criminal was 
obliged to fit during his examina- 
tion; and the torture previous to 
execution, as the tortuic previous 
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to conridtion had been abolifhed a 
few years before ; referving at the 
fame time the duty of the judge to 
interrogate the criminal reipecting 
his accomplices previous to exccu- 
tion. The lift of the edicts was con- 
cluded by a royal declaration, pro- 
roguing the fittings of the pavclia- 
ments during the pleafure of the 
king, that is, till the fyitem now 
difclofed fhould have been carried 
into complete execution. 

Never wasa publicmeafure brought 
forward by the government of any 
country under circumftances fo irre- 
fillibly calculated to excite the ut- 
mott degree of unpopularity and 
exafperation. Ata time when the 
convocation of the flates general 
was the univerfal object of the na- 
tional wifh, the minilter, while he 
pretended to confirm the general 
expectation, adopted a proceeding, 
that feemed to have no other view 
than to baffle it. If, after an in- 
terval of one hundred and feventy- 
five years, it was intended to call to- 

ether the nation in the perfon of 
its deputies, to what purpofe intro- 
duce a great public revolution, upon 
the eve of fo memorable an era? 
If the neceflity of convoking the 
Rates general had been produced by 
the embarraflments of the executive 
grrcenmests what opinion mutt be 

ormed by the people in general of 
the intentions of that adminittration, 
that had recourfe to the moit defpe- 
rate experiments for removing thofe 
embarrafiments without the affiftance 
of their reprefentatives ? By gentle 
and lenient meafures the expectation 
of the public might perhaps have 
been prolonged and defeated ; but 
the infitutions of the bed of juflice 
feemed to invite them to awake 
from their dream, and be no longer 
deceived. 

It was to no purpofe to obferve, 
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that the perliaments had ufurped a 
power, which the vices of their 
conttitution forbad them to exercife 
for the general advantage. The 
public were in fome refpects futfi- 
ciently awake to the truth of this 
obfervation. A judicious govern. 
ment might perhaps have taken ad- 
vantage of the acknowledged errors 
of the courts to have undermined 
their authority. But inthe prefent 
inftance their caufe was confounded 
with that of the nation. Imperfect 
as they were, they were almolt the 
only exilting check upon the de- 
{fpotifin of the court. Befide, it was 
too evident, that upon this occafion 
they were punifhed for their virtue, 
and that the deareft rights of France 
were wounded under pretence of 
humbling them. It was not their 
felfifhneis, their corporate ambition 
and their attachment to obfolete 


monopolies of power, that excited 


the refentment of governmentagaink 
them. They were marked out for 
profcription, becaufe they had de- 
manded the fates general, becaufe 
by their ob{tinate perfeverance they 
had rendered the convocation of the 
{tates unavoidable, becaufe they had 
importunately afferted the principles 
of individual liberty, and the pro- 
fligacy of lettres de cachet. ‘Their 
follies and the crookednefs of their 
views were forgotten in the midi 
of their merits and their fufferings. 
Even the jultice and liberality of 
feveral articles in the new fyitem 
pleaded in vain. It was of little 
confequence that the reforms of the 
criminal jurifprudence were founded 
in reafon ; and that juftice was like- 
ly to be more effeCtually adminiitered 
by the bailliages, than by the par- 
liaments, ‘T'o reftore the rights and 
fecurity of the people was com- 
mendable ; but to disfranchife the 
parliaments exactly at this —: 
¥ 
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lof its natural charaGter of equity, 
and was too evidently the fruit of 
envy and revenge. 

But it would indeed have been 
abfurd nicely to difcriminate what 
was wife and judicious in the new 
{yitem, when, from the very cir- 
cumftances of its introduction, it 
was impoffible it fhould be carried 
into execution. The refittance of 
the magiltrates, and the temper of 
the nation, rendered it abortive 
from the moment of its difclofure. 
This is the charateriftic of the 
meafures of the archbifhop of Tou- 
loufe. It may be doubted whether 
he intended any very folid benefits 
to the nation. But it may fafely be 
afferted, that he produced infinitely 
more advantage by his indirect and 
unintentional fervices, than by all 
that his genius fugyelled, or his 
courage prompted him to perform. 
Defpotifm had hitherto appeared 
favage, irrefittible and cruel. The 
verfatility of the archbihhop of Tou- 
loufe taught men to regard it as de- 
crepid and impotent; capable in- 
deed of meditating injultice, but 
dependent for its power upon the 
opinion of thofe on whom its ma- 
lignity was to be exercifed. Be- 
fide, by a plan of fuch daring inno- 
vation, he taught men to fit loofe 
to eftablifhed prejudices, and to en- 
quire deeply and impartially into 
the principles of things. 

After all it may be doubted, 
whether, if the minifter had been 
able to carry his plan into complete 
execution, he would not have pre- 
pared a more formidable check upon 
the defpotifm of the monarchy than 
any that had hitherto exilted. The 
members of his cour pléniére, lke 
their predeceffors in this important 
function, were to hold their fitua- 
tions for life. They would not be 
weakened by the prevalence of thole 





HISTORY. 


23 


young members of the magiftracy, 
who purchafed their appointments 3 
and who, while they were accufed 
of hurrying the parliaments into ex- 
tremes, pofleffed little weight and 
authority with the nation at large. 
They were to be {till farther rein- 
forced with all that was moft emi- 
nenf for rank, and mott fortified by 
opulence. ‘They were to engrofs ia 
a fingle centre the prerogatives that 
had hitherto been diftributed among 
thirteen judiciary bodies. What fe- 
curity had the minifter that they 
would not hereafter be animated 
by the fame efprit du corps come 
plained of in the parliaments? How 
did it appear that they would always 
be that tame inftrument in the hands 
of government, that they might pof- 
fibly have been found on the day of 
their erection ? 

Never did any meafure appear to 
be adopted with a fpirit more vigor- 
ous and decifive. Other beds of 
juftice were held for the purpofe of 
regiitering laws by royal authority, 
which had already been difcuffed in 
the parliaments, and which the ma- 
giflrates could not be prevailed upon 
voluntarily to promulgate. Other 
edicts were regiltered by gentlenefs 
or by violence in different parts of 
the kingdom, jult as their refpective 
magiltrates were more or lefs in- 
flexible in their oppofition to the 
court. But the laws we have been 
confidering were regiftered in the 
parliament of Paris, in the chamber 
of accounts, in the court of aids, 
and in the inferior courts of jultice 
through every province of the king- 
dom on the fame day. So far from 
being fubmitted to any previous dif- 
cufion, the fecret of their contents 
was preferved with the utmolt in- 


flexibility. Though copies of the 


ediéts were difpatched from the capi- 
tal in fo various direétions, and 
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though 
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though the royal prefs laboured 
under the tafk of preparing them 
for inflantaneous diftribution; yet it 
is faid to have been only by the 
moft extraordinary ftratagem, that 
Mr. d’Efpremenil, the leader of the 
oppofition, gained a knowledge of 
fo much as their titles and general 
contents. 

The confternation that immedi- 
ately fucceeded was proportioned to 
the inevitablenefs and rapidity of 
the blow. It was not however the 
confternation of imbecility, but the 
emanation of fortitude. The firtt 
prefident of the parliament of Paris 
addrefled the king in the bed of 
juttice in the name of his corps, to 
intimate that the interefts of the na- 
tion had determined every one of 
its members to take no part in any 
functions that might be the refult 
of the new regulations, nor to aiflitt 
in any meafures that were not adopt- 
ed by the parliament in the com- 
plete fone of all its prerogatives. 
He added, that the people of France 
would never lend their fupport to the 
meatures of the prefent king’s advif- 
ers, that the fundamental laws of the 
kingdom mult not be fubverted, and 
that the roval authority could be 
citeemed no longer than it was tem- 
pered by juitice. 

On the following day a confider- 
able number of the peers addrefled 
a tort of circular letter of protefta- 
tion to the king, declaring, that 
neither their loyalty nor their con- 
iciences would permit them to take 
any part in’ the new inflitution. 

Che proteitations of the chamber of 
accounts and the court of aids were 
in the fame {pivit. The parliaments, 
driven by the writ of prorogation 
from the ufual place of their fit- 
tings, aflembled in various other 
places, and voted refolutions expyef- 
hve of their ttrong difapprobation 


AND 


of the proceedings of government, 
That of Douay in ‘landers went 
farther than this; and, in confe. 
quence of the defpotic proceedings 
of the eighth of May, unanimoufly 
gave in a refignation of their refpec- 
tive appointments. 

In purfuance of their eftablithed 
privileges, the reprefentatives of the 
clergy of France held their biennial 
meeting for the purpofe of voting 
their free gift to the king and of 
other tranfa€tions in the courle of 
the prefent month. In this affembly 
it was moved by Mr. de Thémines, 
bithop of Blois, that they fhould 
vote a remonftrance to the kin 
upon the prefent flate of public af 
fairs. The propofition was adopt- 
cd; but it was attended with fome 
delays in its progrefs, and the clergy, 
who bore the flile of the firft order 
in the ftate, feem to have been par- 
ticularly anxious not to offer any 
reflexions to the fovereign unworthy 
of the gravity of their character; 
neither on the one hand to counte- 
nance the exaggerations and enthuse 
fiafm (as they would have denomi- 
nated it) of thofe, who were mot 
eager after innovation; nor on the 
other, in fo momentous a critis of 
their political government, to ap- 
pear altogether {upine and uninter- 
elted. Their remonttrance was pre- 
fented on the fifteenth of June. 

It ftated, as an extraordinary cite 
cumftance, that fo great a revolu- 
tion fhould be introduced into the 
jwifprudence and adminiflration of 
the kingdom, not as an act of the 
{tates general fhortly to be affembled, 
but as a prehiminary to their being 
convened, Its authors proceeded to 
complain of the mytterioufnefs of 
the attack, as more fuitable to a 
military operation againft a public 
enemy, than to a great political 
wianiaction, By the ellablithed in- 
ititutions 
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ftitutions of the realm the remon- 
firances of the parliament were to 
precede the promulgation of a law, 
and to point out its inconveniencies. 
By the regulations and practice of 
the new edicts, the courts were di- 
reéted to yicld implicit obedience to 
the king’s ordinances in the firit 
inftance, and afterwards, where that 
liberty was in any degree ae 
to prefent their objections. They 
deferibed the cour pleniére as a tri- 
bunal, the fervility of which it bee 
came the nation to fear, except 
during regencies and minorities, 
when there would be {till more to be 
apprehended from its intrigues. The 
remonttrance was alfo interfperfed, 
like almoit all the public papers that 
appeared during this period on the 
part of the nation, with fevere re- 
flexions on the prodigality and du- 
plicity of Mr. de Calonne,. 

The clergy proceeded to exprefs 
their fenfe of the French conttitu- 
tion. God forbid that they fhould 
fuffer the {plendour of the crown to 
be diminithed! They detetted the 
turbulent fpirit of the age, that was 
eager to introduce the maxims of 
foreign countries, which were alto- 
gether inapplicable to their cha- 
racter, their cuftoms and their laws. 
They were confcious, that, when 
every remonitrance had been made, 
and all attempts were tried in vain, 
the will of the king, repeatedly de- 
clared, was fuperior to all oppofi- 
tion. ‘There was however an article 
in which the nation had invariably 
infifted upon the indifpenfiblenefs of 
its confent, the impotition of taxes. 
This was a power that itruck at the 
property of every citizen; and, once 
delegated to the executive govern- 
ment, admitted of no other bounds 
than were prefcribed by the grafping 
avarice of a minifter. The clergy 


animadvyerted upon the intimation 
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of the new edict, that the ftates ge. 
neral fhould be called together as 
often as the neceflity of affairs re- 
quired it; that is, to be aflembled 
in a moment of emergency and dif- 
trefs, and, when the occafion was 
provided for, to be diflipated and 
forgotten. ‘They recommended that 
the periods of their convocation 
fhould be frequent and regular. 
Such a proceeding would be pro- 
ductive of reciprocal confidence and 
re{pectful fubmiffion, The reforms, 
the economy, the publicity of the 
accounts of expenditure, and the 
other benefits now promifed, would 
thus be rendered permanent. Henry 
the Fourth, refleting on the verfa- 
tility of courts, had lamented that 
all the juftice of his reign would 
probably perifh with him; but a 
new and more illuftrious carcer of 
glory was opened to the prefent 
ings He might tranfmit his be- 
nevolence to future ages, and reign 
over the lateft potterity. They con- 
cluded with thanking the king for 
his promife of a national affembly, 
and requefting him without delay to 
reftore the parliaments to their func- 
tions.—The aflembly of the clergy 
continued its fittings for more than 
two months; and, befide two re- 
monttrances upon the ftate of pub- 
lic affairs, pretented to the king a 
memorial, declaratory of their ex- 
clufive right to tax themfelves. 

It is not uncommon for an accu- 
rate obferver to perceive in the fyf- 
tems of political government pre- 
vailing in the world, two principles 
in force at the fame time, which 
practice reconciles, but theory proves 
to be incompatible. Theory in this, 
as in all cafes, is better than prac- 
tice. It difcovers inconfiftencies, 
while they are as yet only in em- 
bryo, and teaches us how to fubiti- 
tute virtue and truth in the room of 
cuilting 














26 
exifting depravity. To apply thefe 


remarks to the government of 
France. If we contider it only as 
it difcovered itfelf in practice, it 
appeared for the mott part a perfect 
deipotifm, with no other limitation 
on the caprice of the monarch, than 
that which muft every where exit, 
the patience and the prejudices of 
the people. If on the contrary we 
examine it in the abftract, we find 
another power rifing into proud 
competition with the monarch, and 
circumferibing his prerogatives with- 
in narrow limits, the power of the 
parliaments. As this power was 
built upon no folid bafis, it had in 
nil its sronlaes contentions with the 
crown been obliged to yteld the pre- 
emitence; and, after a ftruggle 
more or lefs durable, the govern- 
ment once again fubfided into the 
calmnefs of tyranny. Upon the 
prefent occafion the war wasbrought 
to its crifis;"and the parliaments, 
feattered indeed, defpoiled and an- 
nihilated, but yet ftrong in their 
original intrepidity, feemed to bid 
dehance to all that authority could 
inflict. 

The confequence was exile, with 
all the apparatus of arbitrary power. 
We have already remarked that 
thefe bodies, rezardlefs of the edict 
by which their fittings were pro- 
rogued, aflembled in whatever other 
places they found convenient for 
that purpofe, and iffued fuch re- 
folves and proteflations as they 
deemed fuitable to the prefent fitu- 
ation of aflaivs. The tirft viétim of 
the court was the parliament of 
Rennes. In confequence of being 
excluded from the place of their or- 
dinary fittings, they met at the 
houfe of their firft prefident. A 
mandate was iffued from Verfailles, 
prohibiting this irregular affembly. 
‘Lhey accordingly difcontinued their 
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meetings at the houfe of the firt 
prefident, and adjourned it to the 


their body. This conduct was no 
fooner reported, than lettres de 
cachet were difpatched, orderin 
them immediately into exile. The 
feverity with which the parliament 
was treated excited the refentment 
of the inhabitants of Rennes, and 
the magiltrates could only comp! 
with the royal pleafure by withdraw. 
ing privately a the night, 


which they accordingly did on the | 


third of June. 

The exile of the parliament of 
Grenoble was attended with cir. 
cumilances {till more alarming. The 
letters of banifhment were diftn. 
buted to the different members og 
the morning of the feventh of June, 
But the citizens got intelligence of 


houfe of an inferior prefident of — 


their arrival before they could be 7 


put in execution. They ftopped 
the vehicles of the different magi- 
{trates, who were preparing to de- 
part. ‘They took out the horfes, 
reconducted the carriages to their 
feveral receptacles, and took away 
the keys. They proceeded in the 
fame manner to lock the gates of 
the city. They formed the fiege of 
the houfe of the commandant ; and 
this oflicer having firft been put in 
imminent danger of his life, and 
feen his palace ftripped before his 
face, thought proper to engage to 
prevail upon the parliament not to 
withdraw. The alarm had at the 
fame time been given from the dif- 
ferent fteeples; the houfe of the 
commandant, which ftood upon the 
ramparts, was attacked on the other 
fide by the inhabitants of the fub- 
urbs and environs; and the tumult 
was prevented from rifling to the ut 
mottexcefs,only by the previous lock- 
ing of the gates, and the obftacles en- 
countered by thefe new aflailants in 
endeavouring 
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endeavouring to join their comrades 
within the walls. ‘The populace 
having thus far carried their point, 
concluded with forcing the hall of 
juitice, and refeating the magillrates 
in triumph in their former abode. 
Two perfons were killed, and others 
wounded, in the confulion of the 
affray. At length the parliament 
embraced the opportunity of a tem- 
porary calm, and withdrew from 
Grenoble on the night of the twelfth 
initant. 

‘To impofe a more effectual check 
upon the refolutions and protetta- 
tions of the parliaments, adminiltra- 
tion thought proper to iflue a man- 
date of council, forbidding all fuch 
irregular a¢ts for the future, under 
pain of forfeiture of office or em- 
ployment, civil or military, to every 
one who fhould either authorife or 
yield obedience to fuch refolutions. 
‘This mandate of council was accom- 
panied with another, in which go- 
vernment declared itfelf able, from 
what now appeared of the {late of 
the finances, to difpenfe with the 
augmentation of the vingti¢mes, 
which had at that time received the 
fanétion of nine provincial aflem- 
blies. 

The moft obnoxtous of the par- 
liamentary proteflations appears to 
have been that voted by the magi- 
itrates of Rouen, on the twenty- 
fifth of June. The probibitory man- 
date of council was dated on the 
twentieth ; but, as it was not cuf- 
tomary with the French govern- 
ment to publifh their referipts till 
fome time after they had been voted, 
it is not probable that the prolibi- 
tion reached Rouen in fo few days 
after its date. By the refolution in 
quettion it was ftated, that the new 
edicts were null, illegal and uncon- 
ftitutional, incapable of creating any 
right, or impofing any obligation. 
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The parliament therefore declared, 
that they fhould regard every judg- 
ment or featence pronounced in pure 
fuance of thefe edicts as void, and the 
perfons pronouncing them as trais 
tors tothe king, the nation aad the 
province of Normandy, as perjured 
and infamous ; and added, that they 
would in all cafes coniider them- 
felves as pledged and refponfible to 
the parties for all the expences and 
injury they might fuftain in confee 
quence of fuch unjuit judgments. 
They proceeded t® pronounce the 
minitters who had- advifed thefe 
edicts, and Mr. de Lamoignon, 
keeper of the feals, who had argued 
in their fupport in the bed of juttice, 
in particular, traitors to the king and 
the public ; and fubj ined their ree 
folution to abflain from all come 
merce with him in his character of 
firft law officer of the crown,— This 
proteltation produced its efle@, in 
alarming the perfons concerned in 
the condnct ot law-fuits in this-pro- 
vince ; and the body of attorneys of 
the grand batlliage of Rouen entere 
ed into an ayreement, not to expofe 
the interefts of their chents to fo 
imminent a rik as would arife from 
purtuing their fuits, fo long as this 
denunciation hung over their heads. 
In the mean time roverminent interes 
fered, ordered the parliament into 
exile, and directed the atiorneys to 
proceed under penalty ot forteiture. 
—The parliament of Metz about 
the fame time drew upon itfelf a 
fimilar punifhment. 

The parliaments were not left 
alone in their reliflance to the vio- 
lent refolution endeavoured to be 
introduced by the edicts of the 
eighth of May. All orders of men 
intereited themielves in the event; 
and it was no longer doubtful that 
the current of the public mind upen 
the fubject of government was very 

ciflerent 
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different from any thing that had 
hitherto been experi in the 
kingdom of France. This concourfe 
of opinion and predilection was par- 
i vilible in the province of 
Bretagne. This province was one 
of thofe that retained the preroga- 
tive of appointin deputies of the 
three orders, the clergy, the nobili- 
ty and the commons, to an aflembly 
of provincial ftates, to watch over 
the general intereits. ‘The provin- 
cial ftates were not rep | at the 
time of regiftering the obnoxious 
edi&s ; but they were reprefented 
during their prorogation by an in- 
iate committee, and the chief 
officer of the committee repaired to 
the court of parliament on the 
morning of the regifter, in order to 
record their proteit againft the pro- 
ceedings, that it was underftood 
were to be held on that day. Not 
contented with this public demon- 
ftration of their opinion, the com- 
mittee proceeded without delay to 
prepare a memorial to the king, in- 
treating him to withdraw the edicts 
which had occafioned fo general an 
alarm. 

The noblefle of the province of 
Bretagne were actuated by a {till 
more fervent fpirit of oppofition. 
Not contented to intruft the de- 
fence of the common caufe to the 
offended dignity of the parliament, 
not contented with the fpirited in- 
texference of the intermediate com- 
mittee of the ftates, they proceeded 
immediately to call together an ex- 
traordinary meeting of their own 
body, and to prepare an earneft re- 
monitrance to the fovereign. Un- 
fortunately their difcontent did not 
confine itielf to the peaceable me- 
thod of expoftulation and complaint, 
but encouraged and increafed the 
tumultuouineis of the inhabitants at 





large. Troops were early fent in. 
to this province, to fupprefs the 
diforderly {pirit that difcovered it. 
felf. The junior magiftrates, and 
the young nobility of the parlia. 
mentary party, the arrival of 
thefe troops with diflike ; and their 
ill humour broke out into quarrels 
with the officers by whom thefe 
troops were commanded. Duels 
were fought; and in one inflance 
the commander in chief, by a timely 
interpofition, is faid to have pre. 
vented a meditated combat of feven 
againtt feven of the oppofing parties, 

Government feems to have re. 
folved to mark the flrongeit difap- 
probation of fuch extraordinary con. 
ventions as that of the nobility of 
Bretagne ; and accordingly, while 
the king received with politenefs 
the deputies of the intermediate 
committee, he directed the memo- 
rial of the convention to be returned 
unread, that he might not, as he 
faid, be obliged to punith thofe who 
had fo grofsly offended againft his 
authority and the laws of the king- 
dom. But the authors of the re- 
monitrance were not thus to be de- 
terred. They no fooner heard of 
its fate, than they called a new af- 
fembly at Vannes, and difpatched a 
farther memorial, which for the 


‘greater dignity they ordered to be 


prefented by twelve perfons of their 
own order, deputed for that pur- 
pofe. Thefe deputies were fuffered 
to remain ten days at Paris, without 


being able to obtain a decifive an-_ 


{wer as to the manner in which their 
memorial fhould be communicated 
to the king; and in the interval 
they judged it advifable to call a 
meeting of fuch nobles, having pro- 
perty in Bretagne, as refided in Pa- 
ris. ‘I'his was, in the apprehenfion 
of government, to add offence to 

fy offence 













FOREIGN 


offence: orders: were immediately 
iffued for conveying them to the 
Baftille ; and the nobles countenan- 
cing them, who poffeffed offices at 
court, the marquis de la Fayette, 
the count de Boifgelin, the duchefs 
of Praflin and the duke de Chabot, 
were, in purfuance of the prohibito- 
ry mandate of the twentieth of June, 
difmiffed from their sag fare 
The imprifonment of the deputies 
took place on the fourteenth of July. 
The better to inforce fubmiffion 
to the violence of thefe meafures, it 
was thought proper at the fame 
time to increafe the number of 
troops in the province of Bretagne ; 
and a camp, with all the fuitable 
accompaniments of warlike prepa- 
ration, was formed in the neigh- 
hourhood of Rennes. All tumult 
on the part of the malcontents was 
by this means effeétually checked ; 
but the fpirit was not fubdued, and 
the intermediate committee exprefled 
its diflatisfa€tion by a deputation of 
eighteen members. Thefe deputies 
were met at Saint Denis by an ex- 
prefs from the court, and were or- 
dered for the prefent to advance no 
farther. They obtained however an 
audience from the king on the latt 
day of the month. In the mean 
time the nobility of Bretagne were 
not in the fmalleft degree deprefied 
‘by the detention of their colleagues. 
They appointed another meeting at 
Vannes ; and, being prevented from 
aflembling in that city, retired to a 
fmall diftance. In this meeting they 
refolved to depute fix members from 
each of the nine bifhoprics of Bre- 
tagne, to demand the {peedy convo- 
cation of the provincial ftates, and 
the deliberation of their envoys im- 
prifoned in the Baftille. 
There were other provinces, 
Bearn and Dauphiné in particular, 
in which the general diflatisfaction 
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broke out with fymptoms not lefs 
alarming, and to which the minifter: 
thonght it advifable to fend large 
detachments of military forces. 
Thofe members of the nobility of. 
this latter province, who, according 
to its ancient conftitution, were en- 
titled to a feat in the provincial 
{tates, prepared a memorial to the 
king, intreating him to revive this 
affembly, which had fallen into dif- 
ufe, as a meafure eminently calcu- 
lated to compofe the difturbances at 
that time exiiting. At the fame 
time the municipal officers of the 
city of Grenoble invited the other 
towns af the province to meet them 
by their reprefentatives, to advife 
refpecting the prefent ftate of public 
affairs, and to confider of fuch varia- 
tions as might be neceflary in the 
conititution of their ftates, conforms 
ably to the great revolution that had 
taken place in political fociety fince 
they had laft met. This procced- 
ing of the municipality was regarded 
as highly irregular; and fome of 
the principal members were fum- 
moned to Verfailles to give an ac- 
count of their condu&. But the 
original idea of reviving the provin- 
cial ftates was fufficiently agreeable 
to the views of the minifter, who 
had voluntarily adopted a fimilar 
meafure in the preceding year for 
the neighbouring diftri€ of Pro- 
vence. Accordingly the magiftrates 
of Grenoble met with a better re- 
ception at court than they had rea- 
fon to expe&t. The king declared 
his intention of convening their an- 
cient afiembly ; and even confented 
that a meeting of the three orders 
fhould be held on the day already 
appointed, to advife him refpecting 
the form that fhould be given to 
their conftitution. He only itipu- 
lated, that the convention, inftead 
of Grenoble, fhould be held at the 
caltle 
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caltle of Vizille, about three miles 
from that : 


The oo 0 which met on the 
twenty-firit of July, is faid to have 
confilled of five handred perfons, 
and ‘to have fat from nine o’clock 
in the morning till midnight. It 
was here firft that the great queftion 
was openly debated, which was de- 
fhined ultimately to decide upon the 
future hiftory of France, concerning 
the proportion that the reprefenta- 
tives of the commons fhould bear to 
thofe of the nobles and the clergy. 
"The afiembly of Vizille voted, that 
they fhould be equal in number to 
the reprefentatives of the other two 
orders. taken together. They alfo 
demanded from: the king the refto- 
ration of the parliaments, provi- 
fionally till the meeting of the flates 

eneral, to the condition in which 
they had been previoufly to the bed 
of juftice ; and, having decided fome 
other circumftances of inferior im- 

ortance, they adjourned their meet- 
ing to the firft of September. A 
royal declaration, of the date of the 
fecond of Angull, was in the mean 
time publifhed, appointing the re- 
vival of the {lates of Diuphiné for 
the fame period ; but many of its 
provifions were little fuited to the 
temper of the province. 

In the mid of a fcene of the 
moft alarming degree of anarchy 
and confufion, the minifler fuddeniy 
declared himfelf in favour, of that 
object which engrofled the molt ar- 
dent wifhes of the people at large, 
the fpeedy convocation of the {lates 
general. Such was the fubject of 
the memorable refolution of council 
of the fifth of July. In this paper 
the king communicated to his fub- 
jects the anxiety with which he was 
imprefled to render the convocation 
of the enfuing national affembly 


venerable and ufeful, He faid, that 
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the enquiries already made, unde 
his direction, fufliciently afcertaineg 
the forme, the prigenpicn and the 
functions by which fuch a body wag 
to be regulated when properly cog. 
voked and met ‘together ; but that 
it was not equally clear what forms 
fhould precede and accompany their 
convocation, to whom the writs of 
eleétion fhould be addrefled, in what 
mode the refpeétive importance of 
different towns, provinces and or. 
ders, fo far as depended upon the 
number of their reprefentatives, 
fhould be maintained, and what 
number ought to be fixed upon for 
the total amount of members of the 
aflembly. The king therefore de 
manded upon thefe fabicéts the ade 
vice of his people. He directed, 
that ancient records and documents 
fhould be carefully fought out, that 
they fhould be laid before the pro 
vincial fates and, aflemblies in dif. 
ferent parts of the kingdom for 
their confideration, and that thefe 
affemblies fhould communicate their 
opinions upon the whole, with pro 
= memorials and, vouchers to the 

ecper of the, feals, before the firk 
of March 1789. .The king alfo 
invited the learned men of his king- 
dom in general, and particularly 
members of the academy of infcripe 
tions and belles lettres, in like mane 
ner to communicate their memorials 
aud documents, 

It is difficult to fay, how much 
was intended by the archbifhop of 
Touloufe, when he publifhed this 
fingular refcript. It was underftood 
by the public in general, as a fignal 
for the introduétion of a complete 
liberty of the prefs, and an exprefé 
removal of every reftraint upon the 
difeuffion, particularly of fubjects of 
olitics and government. It is not 
impoffible that it was intended by the 
miniller in this fenle ; aud in that 
Cast 
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cafe it is to be added to the nume- 
rous other inilances in which he 


thought it neceflary to ferve the 
public in ways, crooked, obfcure and 
unintelligible. Be this however as 
it may, the meafure produced ite 
full fie 3 and from this moment 
the fubjeét of government in gene- 
ral was reafoned upon from the prefs 
with a liberty, that has not been fo 
fully exemplified in any other coun- 
try in the world. It is not to be 
doubted that the moft, important 
aud falutary effeéts are to be ttaced 
to this circumftance as their caufe. 

A fecond refolution of council 
followed on the eighth of Augult, 
exprefsly fixing the convocation of 
the flates general to the firft of 
May 1789, and fufpending during 
the interval the inilitution of the 
cour pléniére, This court, as if 
the minifter had forefeen the im- 
pofhibility of its formation, had by 
the ediet of its eftablifhment been 
appointed to fit every year from the 
firit of December to the firit of May 
following, thus providing a period 
of near Etca months from the bed 
of juftice, in which for the minifter 
to make a decent retreat, in cafe he 
fhould find his meafure impracti- 
cable and abortive. It was added 
by the king, upon the prefent occa- 
lion, that, in confideration of his 
eompliance with the popular opi- 
nion in two great articles, he truft- 
ed adminiltration would no longer 
find itfelf thwarted in a meafure fo 
exprefsly calculated for the relief of 
the fubjeét, as that of the eltablith- 
ment of courts of juttice for the 
different bailliages and grand bail- 
liagres. 

The people of France feem to 
have been imprefled with little gra- 
titude to the minifter for concef- 
fions, which at firft view we fhould 
@nagine to have been of all others 
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beft calculated for general fatisfac- 
tion. They were filled with a fe» 
cret prefentiment of the real moe 
tives of the minifler, and the dit 
aitrous events that were to follow. 
They knew that the convocation of 
the ttates general was only precipi- 
tated by the profpect of immediate 
ruin to the finances; and they were 
not deceived by the refeript whieh 
a few months before had declareds 
that government in its prefent fitua-, 
tion ftood in no need of additional 
refources. | 

The refolution of council, which 
amounted to an. immediate declaras 
tion of bankruptcy, was dated on 
the fixteenth of Augut. In this 
paper the king avowed his inability 
any longer to defray the ordinary 
demands that were made upon his 
ee He therefore direéted, 
that of the neceflary expences only 
a few fhould be defrayed in currert 
coin; that others fhould be paid 
entirely in ‘paper; that is, im proe 
miffory bills bearing an intereft: of 
five per cent., to be repaid out. of 
the produce of the next practicable 
loan; and that the greater part 
fhould be-difcharged partly ih mo- 
vey and partly in paper, according- 
ly to certain fpecified proportions. 
It was added, that it would alfo be 
necefiary to defer the difcharge of 
the redeemable loans, and the bills 
affigned and fecured upon the royal 
domains for the fpace of tuclve 
monthis. 

The effe& of this public and 
avowed aét of bankruptcy firlt ap- 
peared, as was natural, in the fud- 
den concourfe of perfons holding 
bills of the caifle d’efcompte, who 
defired to turn their paper into fpe- 
cies This incident, which had not 
been forefeen by government, wag 
endeavoured to be parried, firlt by 
a releript of council, declaring the 
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upon the reft of the national 
and promifing that the inter- 
eft in this inflance fhould be paid 
in money ; as well as the capital 


replaced, the moment the condition 
under which it 


being right- 
i nt, a {e- 
cond refolution was at the fame 
time publithed, empowering the 
eaiffe t wc san in cafe of necef- 
fity, to difcharge their notes in 
draughts and bills of exchange of a 
fhort date, and par yong 2 fuits 
for the amount of any bill of ex- 
change, the payment of which 
fhould have been tendered in notes 
of the caifle d’efcompte. Thefe 
meafures had already been tried ex- 
actly five years before, under the 
adminiftration of Mr, d’Ormeffon. 
Such were the laft acts of the go- 
vernment of the archbifhop of Tou- 
loufe. ‘he nation became fo deeply 
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alarmed, that it is impoffible to fores. 
fee how extenfive would have been 
the confequences, if he had remained) 
in office, fince in cafes of this fort 
it isthe alarm itfelf that augurs the 
wortt and molt irremediable ecffe&s, 
Happily in this cafe the medicine 
was at hand. Public opinion was 
to be regarded as the fureft fource 


. of the impending diftrefs ; and pub. 


lic opinion afforded the beft and mof 
fpeedy cure for the evils it threaten. 
ed. e nation called aloud for 
Mr. Necker, under whofe admini- 
ftrationthe financeshad enjoyed great 
feeming profperity during the Ame. 
rican war ; and he was believed to 
be the only man that could fave the 
kingdom of France from inflant 
ruin, and provide with wifdom and 
effect for exigencies, the fupply of 
which would not admit of delay, 
Seven days from the publication of 
the firft refcript Mr. Necker, who 
was actually upon the fpot, was 
fent for to court, and immediately 
declared dir€Gtor general of the 
finances, and admitted to a feat in 
the council of ftate. 
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Political Situation of Ireland. Affair of the Regency. Addrefe of the tos 


Houfes of Parliament to the Prince of Wales. 
refufes to — it. Commijffioners appointed. King’s 
r 


thea on the Lrifh Parliament. 
4 hee: indifpofition of the king, 


which gave occafion to fuch 
memorable tranfactions in the par- 
liament of Great Britain in the 
clofe of the year 1788, conftituted 
an cra little lefs extraordinary in 
the political hiftory of the kingdom 
of Ireland; and once again recals 
the confideration of the general hif- 
torian to the affairs of that country. 
The more accurately to explain the 


Marquis of Buckingham 


ecovery. is 


nature of thefe tranfactions, it is ne 
ceffary that we fhould look back to 
the conftitution and charaéter of the 
[rifh government, which bears little 
refemblance to any thing now exilt- 
ing, or that is recorded to have ex 
ifted in the world. 

The circumftance of greateft fin- 
gularity attcading this government, 
is the divifion of its inhabitants into § 
two great clafles, deriving their de 
nominations 








° 
9 
0 
Pe 
\ 





FOREIGN 


wominations from their religious 
tenets, the catholic and the protett- 
ant. Of thefe the former are com- 
puted to amount to at leatt nine 
tenths of the inhabitants, while the 
latter are the only perfons fully re- 
cognized as citizens of the flate; 
their religion being eftablifhed to 
the exclufion of the other, and the 
emoluments and honours arifing out 
of its civil and ecclefiaftical contti- 
tution being confidcred as their im- 
mediate sabbrisshee. A. fituation 
fo fingular and unnatural cannot fail 
to be productive of very confpicuous 
effects. Whatever liberties and pri- 
vileges we may fuppofe to be main- 
tained by the siuliieaniod of fucha 
country, it muft readily be perceived 
that a vaft majority of the inhabi- 
tants are in a ftate of flavery ; that 
is, in a condition the prolific mo- 
ther of difhonetty, sathigeiy: hy- 
pocrify, and every defcription of 
vice. Perhaps the difadvantage 
would be lefs, if there were no fuch 
thing as privilege and independence 
in the fate ; if the minds of the op- 
prefled were not perpetually exaf- 
perated by the fpectacle of a better 
and more equitable condition, and 
the minds of the oppreflors were not 
hardened and debauched by a con- 
tinual intercourfe with thofe whom 
they are authorifed to treat with 
barbarity and infult. Perhaps it 
mult be acknowledged, that the fla- 
very of the Irith at large is more 
complicated and deplorable than 
that which is ufually found even in 
defpotic governments. If the pro- 
perty of the citizens of fuch go- 
vernments be extorted from them 
without their confent, if they are 
liable to arbitrary imprifonment, 
exile and death, they have at Jealt 
fome confolation in their mifery: 
they are governed by perfons taken 
from among themielves ; and 2s 
1790. 
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every man is in moméntary danger 
of being cut off from fociety or ex- 
iftence at the caprice of the mos 
narch, fo almoft every man may 
flatter himfelf with the profpe@ of 
rifing, perhaps to eminence, at leaft 
to a fituation honourable ‘and lucras 
tive, attended with the efteem of his 
fellow citizens, aad the patronage 
of all that is great and powerful 
among them. ‘This thought is like 
the beam of the all cheering and all 
illuminating fun; it brightens his 
dungeon, and infpires him with hope 
in the midit of defpair. 

There is another circumftance in 
the fituation of Ireland that is not 
lefs worthy of our attention; the 
feat of government being remov- 
ed from the foil, and placed in 
a country fuperior in population, 
riches and authority. ‘To what- 
ever independence Ireland may ad- 
vance her claim, fhe is in reality 
nothing more than the province and 
fervant of England, She is not the 
ally of the Britith government, but 
on the contrary acknowledges our 
king for her fovereiyn ; that is, if 
we take into the account the na- 
ture of the Englith conftitution, 
acknowledges her dignities, her 
trufts and her revenues to be in the 
gift of an adminiftration that de- 
pends upon the parliament of Great 
Britain. She may, ina few cafes, and 
in fome emphatical and fingular in- 
ftance,aflerther prerogatives,and pure 
fue her own interetts in preference 
to ours; but the daily routine of her 
affairs, and the ordinary courfe of 
her adminiftration, will be modelled 
in conformity to the interefts, thé 
prejudices and the jealoufies of the 
country which is the feat of empire, 
She will not afford a theatre that 
will appear wide enough for the ar- 
dour of patriotifm, or the excurfive- 
nefs of ambition. Her adminittrative 
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government, not poffefiing an int 
rent fovereignty, and being nothing 

more than the medium of cer-- 
tain principles whofe fource is at 

a diftance, will be impaifive to the 

impreffions of reputation, honour 

and fhame, that never fail to re- 

ftrain thofe who are uninftuenced by 

the purer principles of virtue. Ac- 

cordingly it will be found, that the 

beft and moft upright adminiftra- 

tions in Britain, have had a much 

lefs portion of fcrupuloufnefs and 

delicacy in Ireland. The reprefen- 
tatives of the nation, placed between 

the profligacy of the lower orders, 

and the duplicity and crookednefs 
of their Englifh governors, mutt be 

fomething more than men, if they 

remain {potlefs, untainted and fin- 

cere. Subjeéted to all thefe dcifad- 

vantages, they have not the com- 

penfation of believing that, by ac- 

quiring the good opinion of their 

countrymen, they can raife them- 

felves to offices of truft and au- 

thority. The Irifh nation is too 

well inftru€ted to trouble itfelf about 
fuch things. ‘They know that of- 

fice and power, and a fhare in the 
government of the country, depend 
not upon them, but upon the con- 

venience, the interefted felfthnefs of 
a power, that imagines its protperity 

to be unconnected, perhaps incom- 
patible, with that of [reland. 

It is not therefore to be wondered 
at, if we find in the hiftory of the 
Lrith government exhibitions of pro- 
fligacy lefs difguited with any 
plaufiblenefs of exterior, than is 
ufyal in other parts of the world. 
It is not to be wondered at, if, 
judging from thefe infallible data, 
infallible when confidered in their 
abftra&t applicaticn, profligacy and 
venality fhould be imputed even 
more extenfively and univerfally 


than they actually prevail. Such 


BRITISH AND 






inhe- appears to have been the cafe in the 


lrifh hiftory of the regency. 

As foon as the indifpofition of the 
king became known, the paflions of 
men in the political world were fet 
afloat by various motives. Ireland 
had a few years before imbibed 
from the American revolution a fpi- 
rit of patriotifm and reform, that 
nothing perhaps could have defeat- 
ed but the radical vices we have al- 
ready defcribed. From the wreck 


of this fervour of equal reprefenta- 


tion, a militia in the true fenfe of 
the word national, and many other 
vifions of rectitude and jultice, the 
retained two confiderable remnants ; 
a free trade, and, which was of in- 
finitely more importance, a legifla- 
tive independence. Jealous in a 
higher degree of this independence 
in proportion as they had lott every 
thing elfe, the Irifh early began to 
enquire, whether this queition of ree 
gency were not one of thofe, upon 
which it would be neceffary for 
them, either firmly and fearlefsly to 
affert their privileges, or to fubmit 
to barter their equality for fervility 
and fubordination. The enquiry 
caily became more interefting, as 
the plan of the Englith parliament 
became more developed. It was 
aflerted at London, that they had a 
right to chufe what regent they 
pleafed, and that every member of 
the legiflature had as good a natural 
claim to the appointment, as the 
heir apparent of the crown. If this 
were true at London, was it not 
equally true in Dublin? And, if fo, 
what principle was there that could 
reflrain their ele@tion to the indivi- 
dual we fhould point out to their 
choice? It was afferted in London, 
that it would be proper to fix upon 
the intended regent certain reftrie 
tions, in order to fecure the ealy 
return of the fovereign to his 
power, 
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power, when he fhould recover, and 
to prevent the courfe of affairs from 
being violently changed by a tem- 
porary adminiltration, Were the 
fame reftri€tions neceflary in Ireland 
asin England? Were the circum- 
ftances of the two countries the 
fame? Would it not upon every 
calculation betray that fentiment of 
dependence fhe had folemnly ab- 
jured, if Ireland waited for the de- 
termination of the Englifh parlia- 
ment, from thence to obtain a pat- 
tern by which to model her proceed- 
ings? 

It cannot reafonably be doubted 
that there were perfons in the Irifh 
parliament influenced by fcruples fo 
natural and fo reafonable, as thofe 
we have fuggefted. But it may well 
admit of a queition, whether thele 
perfons, actuated by thefe honett 
difficulties and apprehenfions, would 
have formed a majority of the two 
houfes ofthelegiflature. They blended 
their operation with that of another 
principle, more powerful, more im- 
perious, and more comprehentive. 
it was well known that the prince 
of Wales, as foon as he fucceeded to 
the regency, entertained the inten- 
tion of removing the power of ad- 
miniftration out of the hands in 
which it was now placed, and com- 
mitting it to a different connection 
of men, with whom he had formed 
habits of intercourfe. The expected 
change of the political government 
was not looked upon with indifle- 
rence by men, notorioufly branded, 
like a numerous clafs of the Irth 
parliament, with the thirft of emo- 
luments, gratifications and penfions 
through all their fubdivifions. It is 
by this principle that we are to ac- 
count for the large majority that 
was expected, and afterwards ap- 
peaed, in,both houfes of the Inth 
parliament again{t the exilting ad- 
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miniftration, and in particular for 
the defection of one half of the 
members of the actual government. 
In England the popularity of the mi« 
nifter feemed entirely to compenfate 
for the difadvantage of the fatty 
that he was in reality minifter no 
longer. In Ireland there was no 
fuch popularity to ftem the tide of 
impatient novelty, which accord- 
ingly fet, in the fulleft and molt un- 
equivocal manner, in favour of that 
power which feemed likely to be in 
a fhort time triumphant. 

There was a peculiar circum- 
ftance which was thought to draw 
a line of diitinétion between the ac- 
tual powers of the Englith and Irith 
adminiltration. The Englith mini- 
fters refided upon the fpot where 
the monarch exifted in perfon, and 
were in the habit of taking his di- 
rections upon every concern of go- 
vernment. The moment shenions 
that the monarch in a moral view 
cealed to exilt, their fun@ions in- 
ftantly terminated. They were in- 
capable of the flighteft minifterial 
exertion; and, in jutt conformity 
to this principle, tt the inftant 
the king’s indifpofition declared it- 
felf, even the difpatches of our am- 
baffadors in foreign courts were fuf- 
fered to remain’ unanfwered. In 
Ireland, on the contrary, the go- 
vernment was conducted at a dif- 
tance from the relidence of the 
fovereign. He was reprefented by 
a deputy appointed for that pure 
pofe ; many acts of government were 
neceffarily done without his partici- 
pation: and though it was ufual 
to obtain his directions, wherever 
they could conveniently be waited 
for; yet this, it was alleged, made 
no effential part of the legal form 3 
and of ealkaneias the lord-lieute- 
nant, acting under the king’s com- 
miflion, was cempetent, notwith- 
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ftanding the royal incapacity, to all 
thofe aés of government which 
were not cuftomarily authorifed by 
the fign manual. 

‘Reafoning in this manner, the 
*dminiftrative government ventured 
to adopt a very bold aé of autho- 
rity. It was fufficiently notorious 
what turn affairs were likely to take 
in the Irifh parliament as foon as it 
was permitted to meet, and that the 
principles of the majority were by 
no means agreeable to the fenti- 
ments of adminiitration. It was re- 
garded by the latter as a misfortune 
extremely to be deprecated, that the 
affairs of Ireland fhould be fuffered 
to undergo fo fudden and entire a 
revolation as that which was threat- 
ened. They alfo imagined that it 
was right to wait as long as pof- 
fible, in hopes of fome favourable 
change in the king’s indifpofition. 
Perhaps too they truited fomething 
to their powers of negociation, and 
were willing to believe that per- 
fualion, eloquence and time might 
contribute to fubdue the ardour and 
violence of their »pponents. ‘The 
parliament flood adjourned by the 
lait prorogation, previous to the 
royal incapacity, to the twentieth 
of January 17%93 and, influenced 
by fome or all of the confiderations 
we have mentioned, its meeting was 
farther deferred, by the authority 
of the lord-lieutenant and privy- 
council of Ireland, to the fitth of 
February following. 

On that day the marquis of Buc- 
kingham, who had been appointed 
lord-lieutenant in the clofe of the 
year 1787, upon the death of the 
duke of Rutlard, opened the fef- 
fion in the ufual form by a ipeech 
from the throne. He obferved to 
them, that he had to communicate 
the painful information that the 
king had for fome time been afflie- 
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ed by a fevere malady, which had 
prevented him from receiving the 
royal commands. He added, that 
he had directed the documents al. 


ready received refpecting the king’s. 


indifpofition to be laid before the 
two houfes; that he fhould continue 
to communicate to them fuch far- 
ther information as might affilt their 
deliberations; and finally that, deem- 
ing it his indifpentible duty to call 
their attention to the fecurity of 
the public credit and revenue, he 
had ordered the public accounts to 
be laid before them. 

An addrefs, as ufual, was moved 
in reply to the fpeech of the lord- 
lieutenant; and though it under. 
went no material alteration from 
the interference of the party who 
had now the power in their hands, 
yet the conduct of adminillration 
did not efcape the fevere cenfure of 
individual members, ‘The late pro- 
rogation was commented upon with 
feverity, as tellifying an unbecom- 
ing diftruft in the difer etion of the 
legiflature, as audacious, infulting 
and illegal. Mr. Grattan, who has 
long been diftinguifhed in that coun- 
try for his fuperior talents and un- 
paralleled eloquence, took the lead 
upon this oceafion. He drew a 
contraft between the profeflions: of 
the marquis of Buckingham, of 
public virtue and rigid economy, 
and fome ftriking inttances of his 
conduct. He paiticularly inftanced 
the feeuring the reverfion of the 
place of chief remembrancer in the 
court of exchequer to his brother 
Mr. William Grenville. This pro- 
motion, Mr. Grattan obferved, was 
made at a time when the kingdom 
was charged with great penfions for 
the bringing home, as it was termed;) 
abfentee employments. The bring- 
ing home of employments, like the 
other reforms pretended to be un- 
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dertaken by government, had turned 
out to be a fource of prodigality 
and corruption. In excufe however 
it had been alleged, that they were 
not buying places but principles, 
the principle of confining the great 
employments of the country to re- 
fidents. How could this be recon- 
ciled with the appointment of which 
he complained ? 
A. difficulty that arofe in the 
urfuit of the great object of oppo- 
ition, refpected the tort of intor- 
mation upon which it was necef- 
fary for parliament to proceed. The 
documents laid before them confilt- 
ed of the evidence of the royal phy- 
ficians, taken before the privy coun- 
cil and parliament of England ; but 
it was doubted whether thefe were 
fufficient. By fome it was pro- 
pofed that the queen fhould be ad- 
dreffed upon the fubject, as the pro- 
per fource of authentic intelligence ; 
and, by others, that they thould 
wait for a communication from the 

arliament of England to guide 
their deliberations. ‘To this it was 
replied by Mr. Hutchinfon, fecre- 
tary of flate, who upon this occa- 
fion had deferted the caufe of ad- 
miniftration, that the only regular 
way for parliament to learn the fact 
in gueition was, for them to be in- 
formed of it, as they had been in 
the fpeech from the throne, by the 
king’s lieutenant. Being therefore 
fufficiently authorifed to proceed, 
he could not confent to delay, when 
he coniidered that they had now no 
proper executive power in the realm, 
and that they lived under the go- 
vernment of a fellow-fubje&t. This 
was a fort of executive power 
which he hoped no Jrifhman would 
call conttitutional, and which the 
{pirit of the nation ought not to 
eudure a moment longer than ne- 
ceflity required.—The eleventh of 
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February, which was fome days ear- 
lier than adminifration propofed, 
was fixed upon as the proper day 
for taking the fubject of regency 
into confideration, by a triumphant 
majority of near two to one; and 
all other parliamentary bufinefs was 
poftponed till this fhould have been 
determined. 

On the day appointed, two mo- 
tions were offered to the confidera- 
tion of the houfe of commong: the 
firt of them by Mr, Grattan, the 
member moft diftinguifhed for his 
talents ; and the fecond by Mr. Co- 
nolly, the richeft of the Irith com- 
moners. By the firlt the royal in- 
capacity was declared ; and by the 
fecond it was propofed to prefent 
an addrefs to the prince uf Wales, 
requeiling him to take upon himfelf 
the governinent, with its various 
powers, jurifdi¢tions and preroga- 
tives. In fupport of thefe motions, 
it was argued by Mr. Grattan, that 
there were two modes of proceed- 
ing familiar to the feveral branches 
of the legiflature; the one legiflation, 
and the other addrefs. The former 
of thefe proceeded upon the fuppo- 
fition of a third eflate, aud required 
the concurrence of that ettate in 
order to give it validity ; the lat- 
ter was a funétion exclufively the 
property of the two houfes, and 
which was in itfelf complete and 
final. The plan he recommended 
advifed the creation of a third eflate 
in order to legiflate, not the legif- 
lating in order to create a third 
eftare. To fill up the exifting de- 
ficiency was the only a¢t the fitu- 
ation made indifpenfible, Limiting 
therefore their operation to the de- 
mand of the neceffiry, they parted 
with their extraordinary power the 
very Moment it was brought com- 
pletely into exercife. hig Mr, 
Grattan confidered as the firft thing 
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neceffury to be done; but as the 
addreffes of parliament, though com- 
petent to fupply the deficiency, did 
not, and could not with propriety, 
annex to their aét the forms of law, 
he thought it advifable, after the 
acceptance of the regency, that 
there fhould be an act palled for 
the purpofe of recognizing and give 
ing the eftablifhed form to the mea- 
fures which had preceded. “The 
wers he recommended to be con- 
Site nde the reyent, were pre- 
cifely thofe exercifed by the king ; 
and the reafon of this was to be 
found in the very nature of prero- 
ative, which was given, not for 
the fake of the king but of the peo- 
ple, for whofe ufe both kings and 
regents and prerogatives were creat- 
ed and contftituted, He knew of no 
political reafon why the preroga- 
tives in queftion fhould be dettroyed, 
nor any perfonal reafon why they 
fhould be fufpended. Mr. Grattan 
faid, that he had not thought it ne- 
ceflary minutely to copy the pro- 
ceedings in England, He concur- 
red in the great objet, the choice 
of a regent, which was a common 
concern ; not in the particular pro- 
vifions and limitations, which ought 
tobe, and muft be, governed by the 
articular circumftances of the dif- 
bons countries. It was enough 
that, in the meafures he propoled, 
all the great objects that could at- 
tract f care of a nation were 
pun@itioufly maintained, ‘They ex- 
ercifed the undiminifhed power of a 
free and independent houle of parlia- 
ment, The incapacity of the king 
they difeufled and decided; they pro- 
ceeded by their own authority to 
fupply the deficiency ; and, havin 
fupphied it, they laitly returned to 
their legiflative character, and gave 
to their own work the clothing and 
lamp ofa law, 





The propofitions of Mr. Grat. 
tan were oppofed from different con. 
fiderations. It was the plan of the 
lord-lieutenant, and of confequence 
muft be fuppofed to have been that 
of the Britifh adminiftration, to in. 
troduce certain reflrictions and li. 
mits upon the powers of the re. 
sent, in imitation of the proceed. 
ings of the Englifh parliament. The 
Irth members of government who 
{till remained faithful to the ftandard 
of the executive authority, either 
becaufe they were convinced of the 
impolicy of the reftrictions, or be. 
caufe they believed they could in 
this way more effectually ferve the 
public or themfelves, proteffed to des 
hire to confer the full royal authority 
on the regent, at the fame time 
that they difapproved of the fup- 
pofed unbecoming precipitation of 
the ruling party, and of the mode 
of proceeding by addrefs. | 

‘The attorney-general, Mr. Fitz- 
gibbon, was the mott powerful 
champion of the lofing party. He 
argued from the a& of chief baron 
Yelverton of the year 1782, that 
there was no neceffity for the une 
ufual and extraordinary method of 
proceeding by addrefs, fince there 
was no exiting circumitance to pre- 
vent an att of parliament being 
paffed in all the ellablifhed forms. 
They ought to wait till the prince 
of Wales was invefted with the au- 
thority of regent in England. He 
would then have the command of 
the great feal of that country, the 
affixing of which was required to 
give authenticity to the act. His 
lord-lieutenant might then by his 
command give the royal affent to 
it; and who fhonld fay that it was 
not a law of the land? But, on the 
contrary, if they proceeded without 
hefitation or delay to appoint a re- 
gent, they would, upon the no impof- 
+ fible 
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fible fuppofition of the Englifh re- 
an te velled in different 
ano 4 be involved in the moft ca- 
lamitous fituation, The moment 
a regent was appointed for Great 
Britain, he might fend a commil- 
fion under the great feal of England 
appointing a lord-leutenant of Ire- 
land ; and to that commiffion their 
regent, at the pe of his head, 
would be obliged to pay obedience. 
Another inconvenience would arife, 
without fuppofing an avowed hoiti- 
lity of regentse The affixing the 
great feal of England was one ftep 
eflentially required in the progreds 
of a law. If the king of Great 
Britain and Ireland were to come 
in perfon and refide among them, 
he could not difpenfe with this con- 
dition. How then was their regent, 
unlefs he were the fame perfon with 
the Englith regent, to fecure to them 
the annexation of the great feal of 
England in every cafe in which it 
was by law rendered neceflary ? 

Mr. Fitzgibbon laid particular 
ftrefs upon the aét of king William, 
by which it was declared, that the 
king of England was neceffarily and 
perpetually fovereign of Ireland, and 
connie annulling all laws made 
under the government of king James 
the Second, from the moment of his 
abdication. ‘The fact was, as Mr. 
Titzgibbon afferted, that the go- 
vernment of Ireland, under its pre- 
fent contlitution, could never go on, 
unlefs they followed Great Britain 
implicitly in all regulations of im- 
perial policy. He augured the mott 
fatal effects, if it were tobe a point of 
Irith dignity to differ with the par- 
liament of England, in order to 
fhew their independency ; and ob- 
ferved that they were confirming 
all the arguments that had been 
uled in England, to juftify the 
fourth article of the celebrated com- 
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mercial propofitions. Ireland, it had 
been alleged, having a parliament 
of her own, might think fit to carry 
on a commerce, and regulate her 
trade, by laws different from, per- 
haps contradictory to, the laws of 
Great Britain. The truth of this 
obfervation would fufliciently ap- 
pear, if they now feized the firft op- 
portunity that offered, of differing 
from Great Britain upon an impe 
rial queftion. Mr. Fitzgibbon pre- 
dicted that fuch unadviled rafhnefs 
mutt ultimately lead to a legiflative 
union with England, a meafure 
which he deprecated, but which 
was more furely prepared by fuch 
violence, than if all the fluices of 
corruption were opened together, 
and poured in one overwhelming 
torrent upon the country’s reprefeus 
tatives. 

Mr. Hutchinfon undertook to ex- 
pound the law upon the fubject. 
He faid that the lords and com- 
mons of Ireland had two diftin@ 
characters: one by which they were 
branches of the legiflature ; and ane 
other by which, as lord Coke had 
obferved, they reprefented the three 
eflates of the realm. The former 
of thefe was incomplete in itfelf; but 
the latter exilted notwithftanding 
the vacancy of the throne, or the 
incapacity of the monarch, and en- 
abled them to fupply any deficiency 
that might occur in the third eftate. 
He afferted that no precedent exift- 
ed of fupplying a deficiency in the 
third eftate by the interference of 
the legiflature. The chancellor in 
the time of king HenrytheSixth,and 
lord Hardwicke in the year 1754, 
had aéted hone(tly and boldly, in 
affixing at their own difcretion the 
great feal to letters patent, appoint- 
ing commiffioners to meet the par- 
liament: but that the two houfes 
fhould appoint a commilflioner ‘to 
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meet themfelves, was a fiction un- 
warranted by precedent or reafon ; 
fince whatever was done by order 
and authority of the two ‘houfes, 
would be nothing more than a vote 
of the two houies in a different 
form. ‘To every act of parliament 
the royal affent was necellary ; and 
would any man fay, that the regent 
of England could, as fuch, give the 
royal affent to an [vith bill? or that, 
if he had not the power of doing it 
himfelf, he could grant a commiffion 
to any other perfon to do it? ‘The 
neceflity of the royal affent was not, 
as Mr. Fitzgibbon feemed to fup- 
pote, taken away by the act of 
1782. ‘The contrary fufficient! y ap- 
peared ical the words of the act; 
if the act had been filent, he 
prefumed that it would not bist con- 
tended that fo indifpentible al requ 
fite as the royal afflent could 
taken away, without an exprets law 
for that purpofe. 

Mr. Curran undertook to main- 
tain, that it was in both kinedems 
the principle of the Englifh con- 
flitution, that the third eflate (hould 
be certain, and not elective. An 
elective monarchy was in all cafes a 
grievance ; the right of eleétion was 
the right of ambition, of faction Ys 
of intrigue, and of thedding civil 
blood. But this was a queftion to 
he confidered on another principle 
aifo, the compact that united the 
erowns of Great Britain and Ire- 
land. If either country had a wild 
arbitrary right of ele¢tion, both had 
the fame; and then the abturdity 
followed, that they were bound to 
nave the fame third eftate, and yet 
had aright of chufing different third 
eftates. Afr. Curran added, that he 
did not lL: the afie€tation of legif- 

ating by the two houfes. It was 
holding out an idea to the people 
twat they could do without ‘the 
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crown; it was making a filly expe 
riment, by which the third eftate, 
the only fecurity of their liberties, 
was brought into difrepute, and 
their glorious conftitution might 
be loft for ever. 
Mr. Grattan anfwered at large to 
the arguments of Mr. Fitzgibbon, 
he antagonitts of his refolutions, he 
faicd, had ‘recourfe to the common. 
place antiquated cant, ever reforted 
to by men concerned in unconilitu. 
tional atte mpts, that the conneétion 
of the two countries was brought 
into dangers How did this app car? 
By re forting to the line of fucceflicn? 
The prince of Wales had irrefittible 
claims to the regency, was the choice 
of Great Bn ita, “ad a middle ter 
between thetwo nations. Was it by 
appointing him with full regal au. 
thority? No, the railers on the fub. 
jc@ of connection now affected an 
inciflerence on the fubject of limita. 
tion. ‘Vhey were told, that the re- 
gent named by the parliament of 
Great Britain, betore he was adopted 
by Ireland, was competent to give 
the royal affent to an Irifh bill. They 
were told, that a Britith regent wag 
competent to fuperfede a regent ap- 
pointed by Ireland. ‘The attorney 
y eneral, by the juggle of a crown 
wae undertook to reftore the fu- 
remacy of the Britifh parlisment 
© a that kingdom ; and he thought 
he had fucceeded to prove his def= 
perate conclufions, by playing tricks 
upon figns and feals, and confound- 
ing the amp of authority with au- 
thorit y or ; by thewing that the 
undoubted ights of his country 
micht be dcheseud, and all the pe- 
dantry of legal form punctilioutly 
maintained. Thefe forms of office he 
fet up again the privileges of the 
people ; ad, becaufe the individual 
misht not aver againft certain marks 
and tokens, he thought the parlia- 
ment 
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ment of the country bound and con- 
cluded like a fabject, and not em- 


ow ered to enquire how M9 ich mn: arks 
- been a affixed, and w! hat was the 


con dition of the authority th ey Were 
fuppofed to reprefent. A doctrine 
like this wes calculated for the utter 
annihilat'o riance. The peo- 
'e of Ireland woul: 1 indeed be loy al 
totheir ki ng : but, when you fet up 

b: ubles i in his 3 plz Ce, when yOu p ne 
fent them with phantoms, incapab le 
of character, and limpotent to pro- 
teét, how could you anfwer for the 
affections of a generous hi tien ? 
The p cople h ad a pride in their king, 
aud wo! ld not tr unsfer their love : 


c 
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they would kindle mto relentinent 
at the auibble that direéted them to 
elate as the ibjee of their 
with the great 


a) 


contemy 
aflelion an officer 
feal in his hand. 
the more eriminal, becaufe it ‘ct out 
with the profeffion, that the King 
was the gre: tt bond of union be- 
tween the different nations of the 
empire ; and the My having 
~ fefion, cancelled the bond, and 
rave alleviance to the winds, Could 
be agree with the principles of his 
opponents argument, could * be- 
lieve that, on the gueftion of that 
night, they fhould forgct two con- 


a 
fidcrations, the regent and the king- 


dom, and attend only io their con- 
nection with Great Britain, Mr. 
Grattan faid, he fhould yet abjure 
the language that was he iu, as fatal 
to the principle. Why make the 
conneétion with Engl land a wretched 
theme for fophiltry. ? Why make it 
a conftant Opportun ity for rebuke 

Why make it a pretence for the 
humiliation of Ireland? Why i inter. 
rupt a proud day like this, with fo 
monitrous a do¢trine ; and tell the 


Tire doGrine was 


mad © ithe 


people of Ireland, ** Do not delibe- 
rate, do not indulge your attach- 
ment to the royal family, do not 
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exercife a free will in favour of your 
prince: wait for the determinations 
of another country, and echo them 3 
wait for the great {cal of that coun 
try, your rightful fovereign, and 
regiiter and recite its decrees.”” 
Such language | attore 
ney gene al, ly addrefled to 
them by the Bri it th natio Ms would 
not fail to excite their feverelt refent- 
ment. Mr. Grattan would be con- 
tent to banifh for a moment the 
principles of p' blic virtue, allegi- 
ance and patriottim: yet, as the 
nat ion was unfortunately imbued 
with thefe prince: iph * ve ought to 

capitulate with virtues they “could 
Th lead of ‘making 
gtan d a topic 
of mortification 9 they ought to tell 
their countrymen, that their con- 
nection with Great Britain was the 
fource of their hberty; that all their 
and interefts could in this 
conneétion molt completely be gra- 
tified; that the beldeft exercile cf 
freedom, and the nobleft indulgence 
of loyalty, were perfectly conforma- 
ble to its a lictates, 

The propofitions of Mr. Grattan 
and Mr. Conolly were voted on the 
fame evening and on the day fol- 
lowing an addrefs to the prince of 
Wales, the fubitance of 
the fecead refolution, was adopted 
by the majority, and fent to the 
houfe of lords for their concurrence. 
That houfe had previoufly deter- 
mined to take the regency into con- 
fideration oa the thirteenth, two 
days later than the houfe of com- 
mous; and the addrefs being now 
before them, was immediately made 
the topic of difcuffion. The ma- 
jority of the houfe coincided in the 
addrefs of the commons; but their 
arguments took fomew hat a different 
turn. It was maintained by lord 
vifcount Lifford, lord chancellor, 
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meet themfelves, was a fiction un- 
warranted by precedent or reafon ; 
fince whatever was done by order 
and authority of the two houfes, 
would be nothing more than a vote 
of the two houtes in a different 
form. ‘To every act of parliament 
the royal affent was neceflary 5 and 
would any man fay, that the regent 
of England could, as fuch, give the 
royal affent to an Ivith bill? or that, 
if he had not the power of doing it 
himfelf, he could grant a commiffion 
to ary other perfon to do it? The 
neceflity of the royal affent was not, 
as Mr. Fitzgibbon feemed to fup- 
pofe, taken away by the act of 
1782. The contrary fufficiently ap- 
peared from the words of the act ; 
and, if the act had been filent, he 
prefumed that it would not be con- 
tended that fo indifpentible a requt- 
fite as the royal aflent could Le 
taken away, without an exprels law 
for that purpofe. 

Mr. Curran undertook to matn- 
tain, that it wes in both kinedoms 
the principle of the Engiifh con- 
ftitution, that the third eftate thould 
be certain, and not elective. An 
elective monarchy was in all cafes a 
grievance ; the right of ele¢tion was 
the right of ambition, of faction, 
of intrigue, and of thedding civil 
blood. But this was a queltion to 
he confidered on another principle 
aifo, the compact that united the 
erowns of Great Britain and Ire- 
land. If either country had a wild 
arbitrary right of ele¢tion, both had 
the fame; and then the abfurdity 
followed, that they were bound to 
nave the fame third eftate, and yet 
had aright of chufing different third 
eftates. Air. Curran added, that he 
did not I'L: the afieGtation of legif- 
lating by the two houfes. It was 
holding out an idea to the people 
twat they could do without the 
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crown; it was making a filly expe. 
riment, by which the third eftate, 
the only fecurity of their liberties, 
was brought into difrepute, and 
their glorious conflitution might 
be loft for ever. 

Mr. Grattan anfwered at large to 
the arguments of Mr. Fitzgibbon, 
The antagonitts of his refulutions, he 
faid, had recourfe to the common. 
place antiquated cant, ever reforted 
to by men concerned in unconilitu. 
tional attempts, that the conneétion 
of the two countries was brought 
into dangers How did this appear? 
By relorting to the line of fucceflicn? 
The prince of Wales had irrefittible 
claims to the regency, was the choice 
of Great Britain, and a middle ter 
between the two nations. Was it by 
appointing him with full regal au. 
thority ? No, the railers on the fab. 
je@ of connection now affected an 
inciflerence on the fubject of limita. 
tion. ‘hey were told, that the re- 
gent named by the parliament of 
Great Britain, before he was adopted 
by Ireland, was competent to give 
the royal affent to an Irifh bill. They 
were told, that a Britifh regent was 
competent to fuperfede a regent ap- 
pointed by Ireland. ‘The attorney 
p eneral, by the juggle of a crown 
lawyer, undertook to reftore the fu- 
premacy of the Britifh parliament 
ever that kingdom ; and he thought 
he had fuceeeded to prove his def- 
perate conclufions, by playing tricks 
upon figns and feals, and confound. 
ing the ttamp of authority with au- 
thority itfelt ; by thewing that the 
undoubted rights of his country 
might be deftroyed, and all the pe- 
dantry of legal form punétilioufly 
maintained. Thefe forms of office he 
let up again the privileges of the 
people ; and, becaufe the individual 
might not aver againft certain marks 
and tokens, he thought the parlia- 
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ment of the country bound and con- 
cluded like a fabject, and not em- 
owered to enquire how fu ch marks 
Pid been % affixed, and what was the 
condition of the authority they were 
fuppofed to reprefent. A doctrine 
like this was calc ulated for the utter 
an mill: ition of Faller ance. The pco- 
pic - of Ireland would i indeed be loy al 

to their king ; but, when you fet up 
baubles ft hi ; place, when you pre- 
fent them with phantoms, incapable 
of character, aud impotent to pro- 
tet, how could you anfwer for the 
= 95 ons of a generous nation? 
The peo pl e hada pride | in their king, 
and would not transicr their love ; 
they would kindle mto refentinent 
at the ouibble that direéted them to 
; as the object of their 
with the great 


o 


cont: smplate ; 
affection an officer 
feal in his hand. 

the more criminal, becaute it fet out 
vith the profeffion, that the king 
was the great bond of union bes 
tween the different nations of the 
empire ; and then, hevine g 
profefion, cancelled the bond, and 
gave allewiance to the winds. Could 
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he agree with the principles of his 
opponents argument, cot ld he be- 
lieve dit. on the gt uetti on of that 
night, they fheuld forg ct two coi- 
fiderations, the regent < king 
dom, and attend laity to thelr con- 
nection with Creat Britain, Mr. 
Grattan faid, he fhould yet abjure 
the language that was held, as fatal 
to the - Vhy make the 
conneétion with E ngland a wretched 
theme for fophiltry. ? Why n make it 
a conftant OP port: ity for vehuliice 

Why make it a preterice for the 
humiliation of Ireland? W hy inter- 
rupt a proud day like this, with fo 
monttrous a do¢trine ; and tell the 
people of Ireland, “ Do not delibe- 
rate, do not indulge your attach- 
ment to the royal family, do not 
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exercife a free will in favour of your 
prince 3 wait for the d leterminations 
of another count ry,a md e ~ho them 3 
walt fi Tr th oo ore at i al Wa f that nie 
- heful i. vereren and 

try, your 1 chtful OVerCIgM, anc 
regifler and recite its decrees.’ 
Such language as that of the attor- 
addrefled to 


ney general, if really 
hen by the iB: iti fh natio Ms would 
not fail to excite their feverelt refent- 
ment. Mr. Grat ttan would be con- 
tent to banifh for a moment the 
principles of public virtue, allegi- 
ance and patriottim: yet, as the 
nation was unfortunately imbued 
with thefe prin ¢! iph s, they ought to 
capitulate with virtues they “could 
Tnilead of making 
¢ connettion with Lingland a topic 
of mortificati Ny thes ought to tell 
their countrymen, that their con- 
nection with Great Britain was the 
fource of their hberty; that all their 
intcrefis could in this 
connection molt completely be gra- 
tified; that the boldeft exercife cf 
freedom, and the noblett indulgence 
of loyalty, were perfectly conforma. 
ble to its dictates. 

Th re propofit ions of Mr. Grattan 
and Mr. Conolly were voted on the 
fame evening ; and on the day fol- 
owing an addrefs to the prince of 
Wales, containing the fubiiance of 
the fectad re folution, was adopted 
by the majority, and fent to the 
houfe o “ lords for their concurre nce. 
Ti hat hoy fe had previoufly deter- 
mined to take the regency into con- 
fideration on the thirteenth, two 
days later than the houfe of com- 
mons; and the addrefs being now 
before them, was immediately made 
the topic of difcuffion. The ma- 
jority of the houfe coincided in the 
addrefs of the commons; but their 
arguments took fomew hat a different 
turn. It was maintained by lord 
vifcount Lifford, lord chancellor, 
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lord Earlsfort, lord chief jultice of 
the court of King’s Bench, and lord 
Pery, late fpeaker ‘of the houfe of 
commons, with great peremptor- 
nefs, that the propofed addrefs was 
altogether illegal, incapable of con- 
ferring authority, and that to yield 
obedience to it was totally irrecon- 
cileable to the oath of allegiance. 
There was nothing in the houfe of 
lords to encounter thefe arguments, 
that can enter into competition with 
the overpowering eloquence of Grat- 
tan, the rhetorical fertility of Cur- 
ran, or the logical fubtlety and 
acutenefs of the fecretary of ftate. 
Of confequence, the leaders of op- 
ofition, among whom the duke of 
Peintter, and doétor Agar arch- 
bithop of Cafhel, were the moft coh- 
fpicuous, confented to regard the 
addrefs of the Irith parliament, like 
that which had lately been voted in 
England, as merely intended to call 
upon the prince of Wales to declare 
whether he would accept the func- 
tions of regency, which in that 
cafe mult afterwards be conferred 
upon him by act of parliament. An 
amendment was propofed and adopt- 
ed in the houfe of lords, exprefling 
their grateful fenfe of the virtues 
of the houfe of Bruntwic, and 
condoling with the prince upon the 
malady of the belt of fovereigns 5 
and the meafure was finally adopted 
after two days debate by a majority 
of 45 to 26. Among its fupporters 
was the earl of Charlemont, who 
had the honour to be confidered as 
the original patron of Mr. Grattan : 
and the earls of Shannon and Ty- 
rone, remarkable for the extent of 
their property, and the comprchen- 
fiveneis af their influence, voted, 
the former in favour of, and the lat- 
ter againtt the addrefs. 
When it was returned to the houfe 
of commons, Mr. Fitzgibbon re- 
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urged the majority with the ay. 
thorities of the lord chancellor, ang 
lord chief jultice ; but, as the lords 
had made no alteration expreflive of 
the fentiments that had occurred jp 
their debate, and as the amendment 
was purely complimentary, it was 
adopted without oppofition. The ad. 
drefs was carried up to the lord lieu. 
tenant on the nineteenth of Februa. 
ry: the houfe of commons, after feves 
ral delays, prompted by the fituation 
of affairs, having at length complied 
on the preceding day with the in. 
itigations of miniflry, and voted a 
fupply to the executive government, 
The anfwer of the marquis of 
Buckingham to the application of 
the two houfes of parliament, re. 
quefting him to tranfmit their ad. 
drefs to the prince of Wales, was 
fomewhat extraordinary. He faid 
that, “* under the impreffions he felt 
of his official duty, and of the oath 
he had taken as chief governor of 
Ireland, he was obliged to refufe his 
compliance. He could not confider 
himfelf as warranted to lay a refcript 
before the prince of Wales, which 
profeffed to confer upon him the 
fovereign authority, at a time when 
there was no law authorifing him to 
accept the donation.” Both houfes 
of parliament met on the following 
day to confider of this anfwer ; and, 
as the marquis of Buckingham had 
declined to tranfmit the addrefs, they 
determined to appoint fix commil- 
fioners, the duke of Leinfter and 
the earl of Charlemont on the part 
of the lords, to prefent the ad- 
drefs immediately to the prince. 
Having adopted this meafure, the 
two houfes proceeded to vote, that, 
in addreffing the prince of Wales, 
they had exercifed an undoubted 
right, and difcharged an indifpen- 
fible duty ; and that the lord lieu- 
tenant’s anfwer contained an un- 
warranted 
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warranted and unconititutional cen- 
{ure on their proceedings. By fome 
it was afferted, that the refufal of 
the marquis of Buckingham was in 
its own nature a fevere wound to 
the canflitution ; and that it was in 
the highelt degree abfurd to ms ? 
pofe, that their chief governor could 
refufe to take cognizance of a folemn 
refolutian of the two houfes of par- 
liament. In reply to this it was 
allged, that every man was a judge 
for himfelf of his obligation and 
his oath; and that the lord lieute- 
nant received fecret initructions, 
which his fituation obliged him to 
obey, and with which that houfe 
was unacquainted. ‘The example 
of Mr. Ponfonby, late fpeaker of 
the houfe of comimons, Was quoted, 
who in the year 1771 had refuted 
from a principle of judgment to 
carry up an addrefs to lord ‘lownf- 
hend, and who upon that occalion 
had been applauded for the inde- 
pendence of his mind. This reafon- 
ing appears to have been admitted 
by the. parhamentary . leaders; and 
Mr. Curran acknowledged, that, 
had the lord lieutenant confined him- 
felf to a fimple refufal, he would not 
have expofed himfelfto blame. But 
he had proceeded to cenfure the con- 
duct of the two houfes. If the king 
refufed his affernt to a bill, he did it 
in the modeit language of doubt, 
“ Je roi s‘avifera ;”? but the pride of 
mock majefty and burlefque royalty 
was not contented without throw- 
ing a ftigma upon the legiflature. 
He compared the lord lieutenant’s 
anfwer with the language of the 
prince of Wales in his reply to Mr. 
Pitt. * Concerning the fleps already 
taken by Mr. Pitt, the prince is 
filent; nothing done by the two 
houfes of parliament can be a 
proper fubject of his animadver- 
lion,’ 
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Mr. Fitzgibbon embraced this 
opportunity of reinforcing his ar- 
gumeuts upon the propricty of the 
meafure. He quoted the act of an- 
nexation of king Henry the Eighth, 
by which the king of England was 
declared to be ipfo facto king of 
Ireland, and every aflertion to the 
contrary adjudged to be treafon. 
Let not any man tell him, that the 
act {poke of a king, and not of a 
regent; it was not the mere name 
of king, it was not the ring of gold 
that entircled the monarch’s head, 
that was the object of the law; its 
intention was, that the chief execu- 
tive magiltrate fhould in all cafes 
and for ever be the fame. Mr. Fitz- 

ibbon appealed to the members pof- 
{fing great landed property, and 
oblerved, that the fecurity of that 
property depended upon the connec= 
tion with Britain. The ancient no- 
bility and gentry of the kingdom, he 
faid, had been hardly treated ; and the 
act by which mott of the perfons that 
heard him held their eftates, was an 
act palpably fubverlive of the firfk 
aR of the common law. The 
old proprietors had, by the act of 
fettlement of king Charles the Se- 
cond, been reduced to the neceffity 
of proving that they had not been 
euilty of high treafon; and the 
eilates of every man who could not 
exhibit this proof were confifcated 
to the crown. It was by grants 
fubfequent to this confifcation that 
the greater part of ellates were at 
prefent held. If, therefore, the two 
houfes of parliament were in a moe 
ment of phrenzy to facrifice theircon- 
neftion with the crown in purfuit 
of paradoxical phantoms, they might 
perhaps live to fee Ireland indebted 
once more for the reftoration of her 
civil and religious liberties to a Brie 
tifh army. 

The arguments of Mr. Fitzgib- 
bon 
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bon appeared to have made fome im- 
reffion on the other fide of the 
oufe. Mr. Grattan thought proper 

to obferve, that there was every rea- 
fon to believe that the prince of 
Wales would be invelted with the 
Englith regency before the arrival of 
the commiffioners ; and Mr, Conol- 
ly, who was at the head of the com- 
miffion, declared that he fhould al- 
ways keep in view the neceffity of 
there being but one head of the em- 
pire, and that he was ready at any 
time to rifk his fortune and his life 
in fupport of this principle. 

The meafures on the fibjedt of the 
regency had fearecly been brought 
to the conchufion we have defcribed, 
before it began to be fufpected that 
the whole of them was likely to be 
fuperfeded by the fudden and un- 
expected recovery of the fovereign. 
The royal phylicians had on the 
twelfth announced him to be in a 
flate of progreffive amendment ; and, 
the favourable fymptoms increafing, 
they changed their tlyle on the feven- 
teenth for that of convalefcence. It 
was not to be expected that a majo- 
rity compofed of fo heterogeneous 
materials as that now exifting in the 
two houfes of the Irth parhament, 
could matntaim itfelf in defiance of 
fuch an event. In reality, the effects 
arifing from this change in the ftate 
of affairs, difolaved themfelves with 
aftonifhing rapidity ; and in the 
houfe of lords, even in the vote of 
cenfure on the marquts of Bucking- 
ham, pafled on the fame day on 
which they had appotuted commif- 
fioners, the oppofition faw itfelf re- 
duced to a majoriiy of tix. In the 
houte of commons, after a fingle 
exp riment on the fecond day of 
the fetion, adminiitration had poli- 
ticaliy forborne for fourteen days to 
urge the houfe to a divifion, But 
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on the night of appointing commit. 
fioners they had three times infifted 
upon the votes being counted, and 
each time with increafing numbers, 

Various expedients were adopted 
by the leaders of the ruling party, 
to prevent, if poffible, the fuddeq 
termination of their power. Mr, 
Grattan thought proper to move in 
the committee of fupply, that the 
money voted for the payment of the 
public creditors fhould be granted 
for one year, but that the fupply 
for the different eflablithments thould 
only be voted for two and three 
months refpectively. The reafons 
affigned for this propofition were, 
both that a fhort money bill would 
give letfure to the houfe to adopt 
thofe plans of economy which had 
already been fugeefted; and that, as 
they were upon terms of open va. 
riance with the lord Heutenant, it 
became them to guard againit the 
effects of his hoilility. He might 
otherwife fuddenly prorogue them, 
as lord Townfhend had done ina 
cafe of fimilar altercation, or might 
even put an end to their exiftence 
by a diffolution. Mr. Fitzgibbon 
endeavoured to fhew the infufficiency 
of thefe reafons. He recollected lord 
‘Yownfhend’s prorogation ; and he 
recollected that the next time par- 
lament met they voted him an ad- 
drefs of thanks, which coft the na- 
tion halfa million of money. He 
hoped he fhould never again fee 


g 
fnch effects from party ; he hoped 
he fhould never again fee half a 
million of the people’s money em- 
ployed to procure an addrefs from 
their reprefentatives——Mr. Grat- 
tan’s motions were carvied in one 
inflance, on the twenty-fifth, by a 
majority of twenty ; and in another, 
on the twenty-fixth, by a majority of 
fifteen. 
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Another expedient employed by 
oppolition was, the drawing up a 
paper of affociation, by which thote 
members of either houfe of parlia- 
ment, who had in the commence- 
ment of the feilion oppofed the ad- 
miniftration of the marquis of Buck- 
ingham, fhould exprefs the objects 
they had in view, and declare their 
refolution to periiftin them, Thefe 
objects were faid to be, to fupport 
the only conttitutional mode of ap- 
pointing a regent for that kingdom ; 
to refit an attack meditated by ac- 
miniftration upon the vitals of the 
conftitution, by letting in the third 
eftate of another kingdom to legif- 
late for Ireland ; and to oppofe the 
dangerous principle, that the royal 
affent to Irth acts of parliament was 
given under the authority of the mo- 
narchof England, andthat the {i atute 
regent of England could appoint a 
lord lieutenant of Ireland, in defi- 
ance of the ftatute regent of that king- 
dom. This paper was mentioned in the 
houfe of commons, and treated with 
great afperity by Mr. Fitzgibbon, 
and defended by Mr: Grattan. Mr. 
litzgibbon faid, that it was a mea- 
fure founded in refentment and fac- 
tion, and a combination of a nature 
notlefs legal than that for which cer- 
tain journeymen were now fuffering 
in Newgate ; and for which, had it 
been directed againil a tithe proctor, 
the combining parties would, by 
laws of their own making, be con- 
demned to be whipped at a cart’s 
tail. 

There were other objects that 


had been in the contemplation ot 


oppofition at the beginning of the 
ieflion, and that were he!d out as a 
lure to draw the country gentlemen 
to their ftandard. Thefe were, a 


refolution condemning the appoint- 
meat of abfentees to the peoffeffion or 
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reverfion of the great offices of flate ; 
a bill to limit the amount of pen- 
fions, and to difgualify penfioners 
during pleafure from fitting and 
voting in the houfe of commons; a 
bill for rettraining revenue oficers 
from voting at elections ; and a 
bill for reforming and amending the 
fyftem of police which had a few 
years before been eflablifhed in that 
country, and which was regarded 
with jealoufy and diflike by the ad- 
vocates of liberty. 

On the third of March Mr. Grate 
tan made the firlt of thefe motions 
on the fubjeét of abfentee officers. 
‘The perfonality and acrimony which 
broke out in the courfe of the de- 
bate upon this motion, particularly 
between Mr. Grattan and fome 
members of the mimiterial party, 
fufficiently announced the defeat of 
his own meafures, and the triumph 
of his opponents. Mr, Curran urged 
with great eloquence upon the per 
fons with whom he acted the necef- 
fity of perfeverance. It was now in- 
cumbent upon them to fhew whether 
they had been joined in the bafe 
purfuit of private intereft, or their 
object was the public good ; whe- 
ther they had craftily fpeculated for 
office, or were counecied by princt- 
ple. If they now deferted the caufe 
they had avowed, if they fhrunk 
from the work in which they were 
engaged, they muft for ever lofe 
their good name with each other, 
and with their country. ‘They would 
regain no credit with the viceroy, 
but would appear to all mankind the 
deferters of his danger and the adu- 
laters of his profperity ; they would 
fall into the batell ipe cies of fervie 
tude, fince there could be no ree 
conciliation between the angry ty- 
rant and the revolted flave, except 
on the compact that puts the tyrant 
beyond 
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beyond the reach of fear, and ftrips 
the flave of the poflibility of hope. 
The motion was rejected by a majo- 
rity of nine. 

It was neceflary however, that 
thofe perfons, who in the com- 
rhencement of the feflion had pro- 
mifed fo much and ventured fo far, 
fhould preferve fome appearance of 
contiftency. They were influenced 
in fome degree perhaps by the fenfe 
of fhame. They did not yet know 
whether by the daringnefs of their 
conduct they had not irritated the 
Englith government beyond the 
reach of forgivenefs ; and they were 
aware, that, by maintaining an ap- 
pearance of firmnefs and perfeve- 
rance, they would render that go- 
vernment lefs willing to expofe it- 
felf to their ative animofity. Ac- 
cordingly, the penfion bill made its 
way through the houfe of com- 
mons; and, upon a motion of Mr, 
Fitzgibbon on the ninth of March, 
for fufpending its farther progrefs, 
there appeared a majority of 32 in 
favour of the bill, Lt was rejected 
in the houfe of lords, upon a very 
numerous divifion, by a majority of 
nine. The bill's for difqualifying 
revenue officers, and for the reform 
of the police, were lefs formidably 
fupported, and were lott in an earlier 
flage of their progrefs. The com- 
miffioners of the two houfes of the 
Jrith parliament arrived in London 
en the twenty-filth of February, 
and received the final anfwer of the 
prince of Wales, grounded on the 
recovery of the foverein, on the 
tweltth of March. 

The adminittration of Mr. Pitt 
had been lefs fortunate in the kine- 
dom of Ireland than in his own 
country. ‘The unexampled popu- 
larity that reconciled the people of 
Great Britain to al! his meafures, 
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dnd the odium and fufpicion tha 
had falten upon his opponents, had 
never in any very eminent de 

communicated themfelves to the 
neighbouring ifland. The defeat of 
his commercial propofitions in the 
year 1785 had left an impreffion of 
refentment agaiait the nation Uipon 
the mind of the minifter; and the 
circumltances, that attended their 
progrefs, had perfuaded the Irih to 


regard Mr. Pitt as no cordial friend | 


to their hberties and conttitution, 
Under thefe circumftances it wag 
thought advifable on the part of 
government, not to proceed to any 
violent extremities with an oppofi. 
tion fo formidable as that which 
now exifted. Adminiftration pre. 
fently began to dilplay a fpirit of 
oblivion and forgivenefs; and this 
{fpirit was not rewarded with indif. 
ference by perfons entertaining fo 
great an attachment to office, as the 
majority of the members of the Inft 
government. Molt of thofe perfons 
who had apprehended the refentment 
of England, were permitted to retaiii 
their (ituations; and thofe who were 
difmiffed, were either perfons of opus 
lence, fuch as the duke of Leintter 
and the earl of Shannon, to whom 
the confideration could be but trie 
fling ; or, if le’s opulent, they were 
permitted to confole themfelves in 
their difyrace, as is faid to have beeti 
the cafe with Mr. Charles Sheridaty 
elder brother of the celebrated meme 
ber of the Englith parliament, with 
2 penfion equivalent to the profits 
of their former employment. Mean- 
while, Mr. Fitzgibbon, pon the 
death of lord Lifford, which hap- 
pened foon after, was rewarded for 
his activity and petfeveranee with 
the office of lord high chancellors 
in order the more completely to 
obliterate all traces of the late mil 
under 
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underftanding, the houfe of com- 
mons was fent, foon after its proro- 
gation, to a re-election ; and the 
marquis of Buckingham was fuper- 
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feded in the following O&ober by 
the appointment of the earl of Well- 
morland to the office of lord lieu- 
tenant. 








CHAP. 


lil. 


State of Affairs in the Republic of Poland. Swedifb Arifocracy difarmed 
by the King. Turhifb Wax. Taking of Belgrade. Taking of Bender. 


HERE are few contefts of con- 
tending itates, that feem to 
have diffafed their effets more 
widely than that of Ruflia and 
Turkey for the pofleffion of the 
Crimea. The czarina found in the 
late emperor of Germany a charac- 
ter moulded to her purpofe, rettlefs, 
turbulent, and fufceptible through 
all their gradations to the goadings 
of ambition. A league between 
thefe powers for the deltruction of 
the Turkith empire, was not likely 
to be beheld with indifference by 
the other powers of Europe. Eng- 
land, who is fuppofed to have been 
the original incendiary of the war, 
was anxious, without drawing the 
{word, to direét the motions of fuch 
countries as were nearer the fcene of 
aclion, and expected by degrees to 
accuftom rival fovereigns to lilten 
with reverence to her dictates. “The 
king of Pruffia, and Hertzberg 
duis minifter, were intoxicated with 
{chemes for extending, by means cf 
cabal and intrigue, the authority of 
the court of Berlin. Thele haughty 
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and imperious allies derived no little 
encouragement from the fuccefs of 
their firft undertaking in the revo- 
lution of Holland. Meanwhile, there 
were other powers that had a more 
juttifiable caufe for difeontent. The 
ezarina had formerly aéted upon the 


principle which the allies had lately 
efpouied, and perhaps had been even 
lets fcrupulous about the meaus fhe 
employed than they were inclined 
to be. Poland, Sweden, Courland 
and Denmark had long groaned 
under her yoke, With the name and 
appearanee of independence, fhe had 
dictated to them with an infolence 
that is feldom employed even to 
fubjugated provinces. She fent forth 
her viceroys under the denomination 
of ambafladors, and fhe required the 
moft implicit fubmiffion to their are 
bitrary dictates. 

It was natura’, that, in thefe coune 
tries, wherever t:eardourof virtue or 
thie pride of inde pendence was to be 
found, there fhould exift an impa- 
tience of the yoke, anda willingnefs 
to embrace the opportunity to be 
free. ‘The event has accorded with 
thefe reafonings. Sweden firlt, and 
Poland fince, have caught the flame. 
They faw the czarina wholly ims 
merfed in her oriental undertakings, 
and deftitute of opportunity to fup- 
prefs their efforts ; and they deemed 
the occafion too favourable to be 
lott. Catherine became the dupe 
of vifions of ideal magnificence, of 
a throne to be ereéted on the borders 
of the Euxine, and a dynalty of 
Grecian fovereigns to fpring from 
her conquelts; and fhe has feen the 
fabric 
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fabric of defpotifm over the northern 
nations of Europe, which it had been 
the bufinefs of her life to confoli- 
date, irretrievably dafhed into ruins. 

The refolute and intrepid exer- 
tions of the monarch of Sweden 
were fomewhat earlier in their ap- 
pearance, becaufe a fingle indivi- 
dual is capable of greater celerity 
than the fcattered members of a dif- 
united ftate. But the grievances of 
Poland were of greater magnitude, 
and her refentment of a deeper and 
more inexpiable dye. ‘The ulurpa- 
tions of the czarina had begun with 
the election of her prefent monarch, 
who was originally the creature and 
dependent of Kuflia, and had been 
forced upon the republic by the ter- 
ror of Ruffian arms. The civil war 
of the confederates and diffidents 
had next been lighted up by her 
machinations, and continued by the 
perlidious fupport the alternately ex- 
tended to the contending parties. 
The partition of Poland which fol- 
lowed might have been deemed the 
katt outrage of political infult, it 
Rutha had not prefently after re- 
fined upon her tyranny, and im- 
pofed through the medium of her 
ambatlador a new fyilem of govern- 
ment upon the affembled nation. 

To underiland with what feelings 
thefe invations were regarded by the 
inhabitants of Poland, it is neceflary 
toattend for a moment to their po- 
litical conttitution. The fpirit of 
chivalry mn this country has furvived 
the ravages of time, and is ftill to be 
found attended with all its original 
virtues and defects. The Poles are 
a nation of noblemen. It is of no 
confequence that the lower order 
among them, that is, more than 
nineteen twentieths of the inhabi- 
tants, are flaves; the {pirit of free- 
dom, a depraved and baftard free- 
dom, fourithes in allits vi gour among 
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the reft. They are proud, filled with 
a high fenfe of honour, and impatient 
of conftraint. A Polith noblemanig 
confcious of no fuperior; and jt 
was from a refinement upon this 
principle, that, till lately, all ref. 
lutions, whether in the provincial of 
national affemblies, were obliged 
to be carried without 2 diffentiens 
voice. It is from this principle alfa, 
that, though their government be 
the moft defpotic of all oligarchies, 
they apprehend as the moft dreadful 
of all calamities, the inttitution of 
an ariftocracy; that is, they love 
the government of a few, each to be 
directed by his individual caprice, 
and in no cafe required to fubmit to 
the will of another. The Poles 
have been, beyond perhaps any other 
xation under heaven, attached to 
their original conilitution. Blind 
toits weaknefs, tumultuoufnefs and 
confulion, they adored the fyitem 
that preferved to every man hie 
power of aéting as he pleafed, with- 
out confulting the inclinations or 
liltening to the reafons of any power 
upon the face of the earth. But the 
Ruflians have been altogether re 
gardlefs of their darling prejudices. 
Their diets and dietines have been 
furrounded with a military force, 
fome of their nobility forced into 
exile, and others dragged from their 
beds, and fent forth to wander ia 
the deferts of Siberia. Laitly, by 
the conflitution of 1775, the cala- 
mity they moit dreaded, the inititue 
tion of an ariltocracy, was intro 
duced. A permanent council was 
eftablithed to fit during the inter 
vals of the dict, whofe meetings at- 
cording to the ancient rules were 
biennial, and their period limited 
to fix weéks; and to this counell 
was provifionally referred the direc 
tion of all affairs, civil, political 
and military. 

The 
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The ignominioufnefs of the Ruf- 


fian yoke was every where felt and 
deplored ; and the czarina, inured 
to an arbitrary proceeding, and to- 
tally unconfcious of any difpleafure 
it was calculated to excite, gave new 
vigour to the general difcontent, by 
marching her troops in the autumn 
of 1787 upon the territories of Po- 
jJand, without premifing even the 
trifling ceremony of notifying her 
intention to the exiting govern- 
ment. Her ally, the emperor of 
Germany, in the beginning of the 
enfuing year demanded of the per- 
manent council a paflage for his 
troops ; but that body, confcious of 
the inefficacy of refiftance, content- 
ed themfelves with remarking, that 
to confent to the demand was a mea- 
fure out of their competence ; and 
{ubjoined a hope, that, if the paflage 
were of indifpenfible neceffity, it 
would take place in a manner leatt 
injurious to the interefts of Poland. 
Meanwhile a diftrict of the territo- 
ries of the republic was fixed upon 
for the rendezvous of two large di- 
vifions of the Imperial and Ruffian 
forces; and Poland was reduced, in 
order to preferve even the fhadow 
of an independent nation, to collect 
a {mall army of obfervation of about 
fix thoufand men on the frontiers of 
Tetkey. The Porte, on the other 
hand, had always been anxious to 
purchafe the friendfhip of the re- 
public, and now endeavoured to re- 
commend itfelf to favour by pro- 
felons of moderation and good 
will. 

lew political projectors appear 
at any time to have tuffered a more 
entire defeat, than that which in 
this fituation was referved for the 
ezarina. She was involved in the 
mott total ignorance of the real fitue 
ation of Poland. Accuitomed to 
all the tamenefs of fubmiflion, fhe 
1799- 


did not fufpect, that now, when the 
nation was delivered from the terror 
of her arms, it would exhibit any 
difference of character, The hol- 
low profeffions of attachment that 
tyranny extorts, fhe regarded as af- 
fe&tionate and fincere. Convinced 
that the Poles would not dream of 
refilting her authoritative dictates, 
fhe fixed upon this as a proper oc- 
cafion for aflembling an extraordi- 
nary diet, for propofing a confide- 
rable augmentation of the Polifh 
forces, and fuggeiting to them the 
propriety of a mutual alliance againtt 
the common enemy of the Chriftian 
religion. Meanwhile, not only a 
large proportion of the nobility were 
indifpofed to her demands, but the 
king of Pruffia, who had already 
raifed up one enemy againit her in 
the monarch of Sweden, now exert- 
ed all the refources of his policy to 
prevail on the Polifh nation to throw 
off her yoke. The talk was ealy ; 
the Poles were fufficieatly happy to 
find a powerful fovereign ready to 
fecond their efforts ; inl it foon be- 
came vilible what complexion affairs 
were likely to affume in the meet- 
ing the czarina had fo unadvifedly 
occafioned. 

Fully affured in the mean time of 
the fuccefs of her meafures, fhe did 
not even think it necefiary to have 
recourfe to concealment; but di- 
rected her ambaflador at the court 
of Warfaw, at the clofe of Augult 
5788, a fhort time before the in- 
tended meeting of the diet, to figni- 
fy to the diplomatical corps her in- 
tention, in compliance with the fug- 

eltion of the king of Poland and 
Fis minitters, to contract an alliance 
with the national affembly, for the 
fole purpofe of the fecurity of the 
republic, and its defence aguinit the 
common enemy. The king of Pruf- 
fia did not pals over this notification 
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in filence. He ni paer that he re- 
rded the ed meafure as to- 
eilly a y ; but that at all 
events he conceived himfelf as an @ 
ly interefted as any of the neig 
bouring powers in the prefervation 
of the Polith territories, and there- 
fore, if it were perfilted in, fhould 
be obliged to demand a fimilar re- 
newal of his own treaties with that 

vernment. He proceeded to di- 
re&t his ambaffador to eer before 
the permanent council againft an 
alliance fo contrary to the true in- 
tereft and fafety of the republic. 
At the fame time the troops of 
Pruffia were put in motion, and the 
king appeared ready to fupport the 

arty he had taken by force of arms. 
“he czarina was convinced, though 
late, of the neceflity of lowering 
her pretenfions; and a meflenger 
arrived from Peterfburgh at War- 
faw on the firft of O&ober, with a 
declaration, that fhe defifted from 
the propofed alliance, and delfired 
to leave the flates of the republic 
free and uninfluenced in their deli- 
berations. 

The diet aflembled on the fixth; 
and the Ruffian ambaflador, who on 
former occafions had been accuf- 
tomed imperioufly to dictate their 
refolutions, remaining quiet, the 
king and the leading members feem- 
ed tor a moment to be left without 
interruption to adopt fuch plans as 
their diferetion fhould dicate to 
them. It was ufual in this fituation 
for the diet to come to a prelimi- 
nary vote, enumerating the feveral 
topics they intended to difcufs. The 
only important article that entered 
into this analytis was the augmenta- 
tion of the army. Meanwhile the 
king of Pruflia, deeming himfeif 
fulliciently authorifed by the notifi- 
cation made by the emprefs of Ruf. 
fia te the diplumatical corps, waited 
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only till the preliminary ceremonig 
of the diet fhould be adjufted, jp | 
order to communicate to them his 
fentiments upon the fubject of their | 
meeting. . 
In his oversee he declared his 
explicit difapprobation of the 
jet of a" allsnce with Rul 
the purpofe of fecuring the integri. 
ty of * Polith dominions. The 
fufpicion had thus early been con. 
ceived againft him of a delign of 
adding the cities of Dantzic and 
Thorn to his hereditary dominions; 
and he did not fcrupley as the em. 
peror had done in the cafe of the 
exchange of Bavaria, to treat the § 
report as a malicious calumny, in- 
jurious to the fincerity of his cha 
racter, and the dignity of his poli. 
tical fyftem. But, if the projeéted 
alliance did not point at him, what 
purpofe, he afked, was it intended 
to aniwer ? It was abfurd to fup- 
pofe that the czarina was guarding 
againit her own future ufurpations, 
or thofe of her imperial ally. Was 
Turkey then the object fhe had in 
view? Every enlightened citizen of 
the republic would readily perceive, 
how difficult, or rather impoflible 
it was for them to defend theircoun 
try againit a neighbour, fo advan 
tageoufly fituated, fo powerful, and 
fo fortunate. Nor could the king 
be indifferent to a proceeding, mi 
chievous not only to Poland, but 
which threatened the tranquillity of 
his own dominions, and would not 
fail to fpread more extentively the 
devattations of war. He had no 
objection to the augmentation of 
the army, and the putting the forces 
of the republic into a refpeé 
condition ; but he requefted them 
confider, whether any augment 
tion under the prefent circumftances 
might not tend to involve them, ™ 
fpite of themfelves, in the cantefts . 
t 
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the belligerent powers. Finally, if 
a {triéter alliance with Ruffia were 
adopted, he fhould be obliged to de- 
mand a fimilar ftipulation on his 
part ; and if all thefe amicable re- 
prefentations and propofals were 
paffed over in filence, in that cafe 
the king invited every true citizen 
and genuine patriot to unite with 
him; and promifed a neceflary 
afiftance, and the moft powerful 
fupport, to maintain the inde nd- 
ence, the liberty and the well-being 
of the republic. 

The Ruffian party, at the head of 
which were the king and his mini- 
fters, and which was fuppofed to 
have no equivocal influence in the 
permanent council, did not fubmit 
without a ftruggle to the afcend- 
ancy of their adverfaries. They 
endeavoured to obtain a priority to 
the deliberation refpecting the army 
to all other confiderations ; but the 
majority infifted with vehemence 
upon giving an immediate hearing 
to the memorial of the Pruffian mo- 
narch. A few days later than this, 
they exerted themfelves to fecure a 
material point, by taking the military 
department out of the committee of 
the permanent council, which was at 
prefent invefled with it, and con- 
fiding it toa new board to be ap- 
pointed for that purpofe. The 
gueftion for this purpofe was carried 
in the negative on the fixteenth of 
October. ‘The decifion was how- 
ever attended with fymptoms fuffi- 
ciently alarming to the partifans of 
Rufia. It was cuftomary with the 
cret, in all contefted queftions, to 
make their determination firit by 
open voting, and then by ballot; a 
cullom accurately calculated at once 
for the exhibition and the diffemi- 


nation of folly and vice. In the 


former mode the majority againft 
the motion amounted to fifty or 
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fixty voices ; but the fecret decifion 
reduced this majority to feven. 

The teeniliah inftant, which had 
been fixed upon for the moft im- 
portant difcuffions, was attended 
with uncomtnon and unlooked for 
unanimity. The anfwer to the king 
of Pruffia’s memorial was drawn up 
with fo much moderation and good 
fenfe, as to obtain the concurrence 
of the royal party. On the other 
hand, the vote for augmenting the 
army to the amount ead hundred 
thoufand men was approved by the 
adverfaries of Rufke ; either be- 
caufe they preferred what they 
deemed to be the true interefts of 
their country to the fuggeftions ef 
their foreign ally ; or that the king 
of Pruffia, while he feemed to con- 
demn the meafure, was not in reali- 
ty averfe to their fetting on foot a 
military force that might deprive 
the czarina of every hope of re- 
covering her afcendancy in that 
country. 

The unanimity that prevailed was 
of fhort duration. The opponents 
of the party of the czarina felt their 
power, and were determined to exert 
ite The feafon of the year gave the 
firft occafion to their declamations. 
As winter approached, it became 
more likely that the allied armies 
would take up their quarters for that 
feafon in the territories of Poland. 
A fufpicion like this became the 
fubjeét of vehement invective, and 
was reprefented as the confumma- 
tion of that imperious infolence, 
which had firft induced the two 
powers arbitrarily to march their 
forces into the provinces of the re- 
public. Inflamed with thefe fenti- 
ments, they proceeded on the lait 
day of the month to vote a remon- 
ftrance to the emperor, refpeting 
certain exactiens and irregularities 
that were faid te be committed by 
L) 2 his 
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his troops. But. the molt decifive 
meafure of the diet was that of the 
third of November, by which they 
took from the prefent executive go» 
vernment the department of wat ; a 

ueftion that was again decided in 
Pi of the king by @ {mall majo- 
rity, but upon the ballot was carried 
againft him. 

The Ruffian ambaflador was no 

oner informed of this vote, than 
he conceived it difgraceful to him 
any longer to rtmainidke. Havin 
previoully been inftructed by his 
court, he delivered a note to the 
diet, complaining of their having in- 
fringed upon the econftitution of 
1775, warning them of certain pro- 
jectscalculated for theutterfubvertion 
of the exifting government, and de- 
claring that, if thefe proje&s were 
carried into execution, his fovereign 
would find herfelf obliged wholly to 
renounce the friendfhip fhe had hi- 
therto entertained for the republic. 

This admonition was by no means 
attended with the effets expected 
from jt. It was received on the part 
of the majority with all the vehe- 
mence of indignation. In vain did 
the king endeavour in fome degree 
to ftem the torrent. In vain did le 
expatiate on the facrednefs of trea- 
tics, and the juft refentment to 
which they would expofe themfelves 
by therr violation; or defcribe the 
friendly intentions that were now 
entertained by Ruflia, and the 
dreadial effects that might follow 
from her difpleafure. At length 
having ufelefsly fought by his ex- 
poitulations to produce tome im- 
preflion upon the ailembly, he 
abruptly adjourned them to an early 
day in the following week. 

The interval was not {pent in in- 
activity by the partifans of Pruaffia. 
The adjournment had been preci- 
pitated by the interference of a de- 
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putation to the king from the foweg 
houfe of affembly, requiring his af 
fent to certain propofitions, upon 
pain of being regarded as a pen 
fioner of Ruffia, and treated ac. 
cordingly. No fooner did they re: 
fume their fittings, than they voted 
a prolongation of the diet for four 
weeks beyond the period of its on 
dinary exiltencee At the fame time 
a more important project was enter. 
tained, and had for fome time been 
in contemplation, amounting to no 
lefs than an abolition of the narrow 
period to which the diet was at pre. 
fent. circumfcribed, and renderin 
the fitting of the national affembly 
permanent and uninterrupted. 

On the fifteenth of November aa 
anfwer was voted to the note of the 
Ruffian ambaflador. In this anfwer 
the dict diftlaimed the imputation 
of any improvement of their contti- 
tution being regarded as an infrac- 
tion of treaties. That aflembly was 
independent im its fovereignty, and, 
like every other legiflative power 
could never be rendered accountable 
for the abolition of old laws, or the 
introduction of new ones. They 
had therefore a complete right to 
annihilate the war committee of the 
permanent council. If the ambaf+ 
fador alluded to the general opr 
nion of the nation in favour of @ 
permanent dict, fuch a meafure, 
they oblerved, far from being a fub- 
vertion of the government, which 
effentially vefled in the national af 
fembly, might perhaps be regarded 
as an improvement and purification 
of it. They ftated the ezavina’s 
threat of renouncing their sien 
as having excited in them the livelie 
fenfibility ; and they declared that 
fuch an event would be a figual of 
general calamity and affliction to the 
republics Finally, they added to 
their anfwer a requeit, that the 

would 
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would direé&t her troops to evacuate 
the territories of Poland. 

The king of Pruffia alfo embraced 
the occafion afforded by the Ruffian 
declaration, to communicate his fen- 
timents refpe€ting the proceedings 
of the diet. a Bont with plea- 
fure that that affembly, in their vate 
of the third of November, had regu- 
Jated the fuperintendenee of their 
military forces in a manner calcu- 
lated to fecure the independence of 
the republic, and to remove, more 
effectually than could have been 
done by any other mode, the pofl- 
bility of arbitrary abufes and foreign 
interference. He trufted they would 
never be induced te facrifice fo ef- 
fential a point by any pretence 
drawn from the fuppofed hoftility 
of treaties, efpecially when they re- 
colle@ed the enormous abufes they 
had recently difcovered. He was 
himfelf engaged by treaty to gua- 
rantee the w eifare of the re public ; : 
but this fhould always induce him 
to protect, rather than abridge, the 
freedom of their deliberations: and 
he flattered himfelf, the diet would 
rive him credit for the fince rity 
of thefe profeffions, notwithitanding 
the infidious declamations of a few 
individuals, whofe finifter intentians 
did not permit them to {pare the re- 
putation either of the living or the 
dead. 

The emprefs of Raufha, though 
taken by furprife in the affair of 
Poland, was not flow in perc elving 

i real nature of the fituation, and 
adapted her meafures accordingly. 
Unable at arse t to undertake a 
war upon this ground, her only bu- 
finefs was conceflion; and it was 
incumbent upon her to proportion 
the magnitude of her conceflions, to 
the degree of inflexi ibility difcovered 
by the diet, and the degree of firm- 
acis with which they were lupporf- 
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ed by their new proteftor. Evea 
previoally to the meeting of the 
affembly, fhe had thought proper te 
facrifice her propofal of a more in- 
timate alliance. Finding that this 
conceffion fatisfied neither Poland 
nor Pruflia, but that they were bent 
upon the utter deftruG@tion of the 
Ruffian party iv the republic, the 
had recourfe to intimidation, Such 

was the object propofed in the de- 
claration of her ambaflador in the 
beginning of November. This how- 
ever was the laft inltance in which 
fhe chole to betray the refentment. 
of offended dignity. She found that 
fhe had fpoken in the wrong tone, 
and ap plied to the wrong party. 
She found the aflembly impreffed 
with a deep fenfe of their wrongs 
and the contagion of refentment and 
indignation communicating from 
man to man, She delpaired of fub- 
duing the irritated feelings of a 
large body ef men engaged in the 
aflertion of their independence ; and 
conceived better hopes from the 
cautious and quickfighted felfithnefs 
of their exalted protector, In a 
word, from this time fhe abjured 
the ~~ of infult, and had re- 
courfe to the undifcovered craft of 
filent negociation. 

The occafion upon which fhe firft 
mapifelted this revolution in her fyf 
tem, was that of the anfwer of her 
ambaflador on the twenty-fourth in- 
ftant to the requifition of the diet 
for withdrawing the Ruffian troops. 
Though this paper was altogether 
unfatisfaGtory 3 in relation to its prin- 
cipal topic, yet its language was 
ftrikinyly contrafted with that of 
the official paper that preceded it. 
Tnitead, as before, of renouncing 
the friendfhip of Poland, the pro- 
felled to receive the affurances of 
their affection with the greateft fen- 
fibility, and declared that they were 

D 3 fully 
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his trodps. Bur the molt decifive 
meafure of the diet was that of the 
third of November, by which they 
took from the prefent executive go» 
vernment the department of wat ; a 
ueftion that was again decided in 
vour of the king by a {mall majo- 
rity, but upon the ballot was carried 
againft him. 
The Ruffian ambaflador was no 
ner informed of this vote, than 
he conceived it difgraceful to him 
any aw hy to remainidle. Having 
previoufly been inftructed by his 
court, he delivered a note to the 
diet, complaining of their having in- 
fringed upon the conttitution of 
1775, warning them of certain pro- 


jeetscalculated fortheutterfubverfion 


of the exiting government, and de- 
claring that, if thefe proje&s were 
carried into execution, his fovereign 
would find herfelf obliged wholly to 
renounce the friendfhip fhe had _hi- 
therto entertained for the republic. 

This admonition was by no means 
attended with the effects expected 
from jt. It was received on the part 
of the majority with all the vche- 
mence of iadigaation. In vain did 
the king endeavour im fome degree 
to {tem the torrent. In vain did he 
expatiate on the facrednefs of trea- 
tics, and the juft refentment to 
which they would expofe themfelves 
by their violation ; or defcribe the 
friendly intentions that were now 
entertained by Ruflia, and the 
dreadial effects that might follow 
from her difpleafure. At length 
having ufelefsly fought by his ex- 
poitulations to produce fome im- 
preflion upom the ailembly, he 
abruptly adjourned them to an early 
day in the following weck. 

‘The interval was not fpent in in- 
activity by the partifans of Pruffia. 
The adjournment had been preci- 
pitated by the interference of a de- 
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putation to the king from the foweg 
houfe of affembly, requiring his af 
fent to certain propofitions, upon 
pain of being regarded as a pen- 
jioner of Rouffia, and treated ac. 
cordingly. No fooner did they re. 
fume their fittings, than they voted 
a prolongation of the diet for four 
weeks beyond the period of its or 
dinary exiltence. At the fame time 
a more important project was enter. 
tained, and had for fome time been 
in contemplation, amounting to no 
lefs than an abolition of the narrow 
period to which the diet was at pre. 
fent. circumfcribed, and renderin 
the fitting of the national affembly 
permanent and uninterrupted. 

On the fifteenth of November ap 
znfwer was voted to the note of the 
Ruffian ambaflador. In this anfwer 
the diet diftlaimed the imputation 
of any Improvement of their contti- 
tution being regarded as an infrac- 
tion of treaties. That aflembly was 
independent im its fovereignty, and, 
hike every other legiflative power, 
could never be rendered accountable 
for the abolition of old laws, or the 
introduction of new ones. ‘They 
had therefore a complete right to 
annihilate the war committee of the 
permanent council. If the ambaf- 
fador alluded to the general opt 
nion of the nation in favour of @ 
permanent diet, fuch a meafure, 
they oblerved, far from being a fub- 
vertion of the government, which 
effentialiy vefted in the national af- 
fembly, might perhaps be regarded 
as an improvement and purification 
of it. They ftated the ezaviia’s 
threat of renouncing their crienae 
as having excited in them the liveli¢ 
fenfibility ; and they declared that 
fuch an event would be a figual of 
general calamity and affliction to the 
republics Finally, they added to 
their anfwer a- requett, that the 
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would direét her troops to evacuate 
the territories of Poland. 

The king of Pruffia alfo embraced 
the occafion afforded by the Ruffian 
declaration, to communicate his fen- 
timents refpeéting the proceedings 
of the diet. He hearned with plea- 
{ure that that affembly, in their vate 
of the third of November, had regu- 
lated the fuperintendenee of their 
military forces in a manner calcu- 
lated to fecure the independence of 
the republic, and to remove, more 
effectually than could have been 
done by any other mode, the pofl- 
bility of arbitrary abufes and foreign 
interference. He trufted they would 

never be induced to facrifice fo ef- 
fential a point by any pretence 
drawn from the fuppofed hoitility 
of treaties, efpecially when they re- 
colle@ed the enormous abufes they 
had recently difcovered. He was 
himfelf engaged by treaty to gua- 
rantee the welfare of the re public ; ; 
but this fhould always induce him 
to protect, rather than abridge, the 
freedom of their deliberations: and 
he flattered himfelf, the diet would 
rive him credit for the fincerity 
of thefe profeffions, notwithttanding 
the infidious declamations of a few 
individuals, whofe finilter intentians 
did not permit them to {pare the re- 
putation either of the living or the 
dead. 
The emprefs of Raflia, though 
taken by furprife in the affair of 
Poland, was not flow in perceiving 
the real nature of the fituation, and 
adapted her meafures accordingly. 
Unable at prefent to undertake a 
war upon this ground, her only bu- 
finefs was conceflion; and it was 
incumbent upon her to proportion 
the magnitude of her conceflions, to 
the degree of inflexib uty difcovered 
by the diet, and the degree of firm- 
acfs with which they were lupporg- 
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ed by their new protector, Even 
previoully to the meeting of the 
allembly, fhe had thought proper te 
facrifice her propofal of a more in- 
timate alliance. Finding that this 
concefhion fatisfied neither Poland 
nor Pruflia, but that they were bent 
upon the utter deftruGtion of the 
Ruffian party iv the republic, fhe 
had recourfe to intimidation, Such 

was the object propofed in the de- 
claration of her ambaflador in the 
beginning of November. This how- 
ever was the laft inftance in which 
fhe chole to betray the refentment 
of offended dignity. She found that 
fhe had fpoken in the wrong tone, 
and applied to the wrong party. 
She found the aflembly impreffed 
with a deep fenfe of their wrongs 
and the cont agiot a of refentment and 
indignation communicating from 
man to man. She delpaired of fub- 
duing the irritated feelings of a 
large body ef men engaged in the 
aflertion of their independence ; and 
conceived better hopes from the 
cautious and quickfighted felfithnefs 
of their exalted protector. In a 
word, from this time fhe abjured 
the Ay ee of infult, and had re- 
courfe to the undifcovered craft of 
filent negociation. 

The occafion upon which the firft 
manifelted this revolution in her fyf- 
tem, was that of the anfwer of her 
ambaflador on the twenty-fourth in- 
fiant to the requifition of the diet 
for withdrawing the Ruffian troops. 
Though this paper was altogether 
unfatisfaGtory 3 in relation to its prin- 

cipal topic, yet its language was 
ftrikinyly contrafted with that of 
the official paper that preceded it. 
Initead, as before, of renouncing 
the friendfhip of Poland, the pro- 
felled to receive the affurances of 
their affection with the greateft fen- 
fibility, and declared that they were 
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fully returned in the fervent intereft 
fhe took in the fortune of the re- 
ublic, and her anxiety for the wel- 
of a friend and ally. The Im- 
perial ambaflador about the fame 
time delivered his anfwer to the 
complaints of the diet, promifing to 
enquire into and redrefs every in- 
juftice that might have been commit- 
ted by the Auftrian forces; and at 
the fame time claiming fome merit 
for the tranquillity that had been 
fecured to the republic, particularly 
by the capture of Choczim, 

The king of Pruffia certainly 
never defired to engage himfelf in 
hottilities for the fike of avenging 
the injuries of the Poles; and ac- 
cordingly liftened with eagernefs to 
the oyertures of the czarina, as a 
means by which he might fecure to 
himfelf, without hazard or blood- 
fhed, all the advantages he pro- 
pofed. The laft of his meafures, 
that breathed an open and frank 
{upport of the Polith claims, was the 
note of his ambaflador of the fecond 
of December, in which he acknow- 
ledged the communication of the 
aniwer of the diet to the czarina, 
and applauded its contents, as ex- 
hibiting an authentic recard of the 
enlightened fentiments and patriotic 
firmnefs that animated and diftin- 
guifhed the prefent national af- 
fembly. 

But the Pruffian fovereien had 
puthed his intrigues tootar, to be able 
at pleafure to moderate the zeal that 
infpired the ruling party in the diet. 
They weg not immediately aware 
of the alteration in his fentiments. 
Even when they perceived it, though 
their caufe were wot indeed that of 
general liberty and happinels, yet 
they conceived themfclves actuated 
by a nobler principle, than the po- 
licy or caprice of an ambitious 
acighbour, They accordingly pro- 


ceeded in the defigns they had be. 
gun. They voted a continuation | 
of their fittings, till fuch time ag 
the military defence of the flate 
fhould be fecured upon a refpectable 
footing. They went on to diget 
the plan of a new war department, 
whoie meafures fhould be out of the 
reach of foreign corruption and in 
trigue. They endeavoured to con 
ftruct a fyitem of taxation, that 
fhould be adequate to the expence 
of the numerous armament they had 
voted, But their principal meafure 
was that of the nineteenth of Janu- 
ary 1789, by which they abolihhed, 
in contempt of the entreaties and 
expoftulations of their king, the 
permanent council, which had been 
inftituted under the aufpices of Ruf 
fia in the year 1775. Lattly, they 
threatened to fubftitute in its room 
a permanent diet, by means of which 
the national reprefentatives fhould 
be perpetually fitting, and inceflant- 
ly active for the welfare of the rey 
public. 

But in thefe meafures they were 
not more aétuated by a regard for 
the futyre honour and refpectability 
of their country, than by an every 
watchful animofity and deteftation 
of the authority of Ruffia. They 
accordingly were inceflant ia their 
demands of the evacuation of the 
Polith territories by the troops of 
the czarina. Meanwhile their come 
plaints were evaded by this princefs, 
and feebly and infincerely fupported 
by the king of Pruflia. Thus the 
negociation was drawn out with the 
utmoft tedioufnefe; but the perler 
verance of the Poles at length rofe 
fuperior to every obftacle. The 
emperor, in one of thofe irregular 
fits of generofity and munificence by 
which he was eminently character 
ifed, agreed to indemnify the dae 
mages fuffered by the Poles at the 
eftimate 
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eftimate formed by their own com- 
miffioners; and the czarina, com- 
pelled by the urgent nature of the 
bufinefs, promifed by her ambaffla- 
dor, on the fourth of June, to com- 
ply with the continued and impor- 
tunate demands of the national af- 
fembly, and withdraw her troops. 
The ttake for which the Poles 
had to play in this arduous traufac- 
tion was of ineftimable value. It 
feems at firft fight to be an experi- 
ment fufficiently dangerous, to en- 
deavour to annihilate the ufurpation 
of one foreign power by calling in 
the afliltance of another. So far 
however as the event has yet dif- 
played itfelf, their adventure has 
been carried on under profperous 
aufpices. Neither the finances nor 
the population of Ruflia admitted 
of her extending her hoftilities to a 
wider theatre. ‘Poland might there- 
fore hope to find her aétive inter- 
ference fufpended ; while at the 
fame time the dread of that inter- 
ference would reitrain the encroach- 
ments of their new protector, We 
are unable to trace the fecret nego- 
ciations between the leaders of the 
diet and the king of Pruffia; but it 
feems to be fair to impute the re- 
{pectful diftance of fituation of the 
Pruffian troops partly to the vigi- 
lance of their jealoufy, as well as 
partly to the caution of the king 
not to involve himfelf fo far as to 
make a rupture unavoidable. Many 
of their proceedings are marked 
with an energy and {pirit, that are 
feldom to be traced in the hiftory 
of Poland. The increafe of their 
military appears to have been an in- 
difpenfible meafure; at the fame 
time that it muft be remarked, that 
this increafe was accomplifhed with 
fomewhat greater facility on paper 


than in rea ity. The continued fit- 


ting of the diet could not fail to be 
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attended with falutary confequences. 
Meanwhile there is much tha: re- 
mains to be accomplifhed. The 
political nn of any coun- 
try is a neceflary preliminary to the 
fecuring its internal liberty, but Js 
in itfelf of little coniequence. Even 
this independence can fearcely be 
attained in the prefent cale, without 
the tubverfion of that ariftocracy, 
whole difleniions have never failed 
to afford an opportunity for the 
invafion of their powerful neigh- 
bours. Could we hope that Poland 
would be wife enough to affert and 
purfue her genuine intereft, no na- 
tion of Europe would be able to 
rank itfelf as ie fuperior in every 
thing that can render a people truly 
re{pectable, 

om the ftruggles of Poland to 
fhake off the Rufhan yoke, we re- 
turn to thofe, ilill more perilous in 
their progrefs, of the king of Swe- 
den. Sweden had never been re- 
duced to a condition altogether fo 
abject as Poland; and of confe- 
quence Ruffia had not become fo 
odious to her inhabitants. The 
king had ufually adhered to the op- 

lite faction ; and this ¢rcum- 
itance had both thrown a great ma- 
jority of the ariltocracy into the 
party of the czarina, and had given 
her the appearance, to a fuperticial 
obferver, of the protector et the li- 
berties of Sweden again{t the ambi- 
tion of the fovereign. Of confe- 
quence, while Gutlavus was exerting 
himfelf with the utmoft gallantry 
to deftroy a ufurpation fatal to the 
true interefts of his country, a nu- 
merous and important defcription of 
the inhabitants fold themfelves to the 
enemy, and implicitly fubmitted to 
the directions x powertul and inti- 
dious neighbour. It is true, that the 
principle they contelted with the 
monarch, was im appearance im- 
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tand interefling. It was no 

fs than, whether a foreign war 
fhould be fuffered to originate in the 
deliberative voice of the people, or 
in the caprice of the fovereign. But 
it will probably be admitted that it 
was no longer prudent to contend 
about general fyftems, when the 
kingdom was invaded by an enemy 
at each of its extremities. It will 
be allowed that the ariftocracy and 
the military leaders were fomewhat 
too unfcrupulous, if they were, as 
jit was reported, the penfioners of 
Ruffia, or if they connived at a pro- 


ject for alienating the port of Got- 


tenburgh to the government of 
Denmark. 

On the other hand, the king had 
ventured upon a meafure which the 
prefent circumftances of the nation 
feemed to require, but which was 
dangerous, as an innovation upon 
the Swedifh conttitution. If he had 
called together the aflembly of the 
flates, the country was fo much di- 
vided, and the party of the nobles 
fo powerful, that the war in all pro- 
bability could not have been profe- 
cuted. Inthe mean time no prin- 
ciple could be more fundamental in 
the Swedith contftitution than that 
which the king determined to coun- 
teract ; and, if the conttitution had 
itfelf been excellent, it appears that 
no advantage to arile from the de- 
viation could have been fo great, as 
to compenfate the mifchief of the 

wrecedent. Imperfect however and 
iil conttru@ed as that conftitution 
was, if the king had difplayed in 
his proceeding the firmnefs of vir- 
tue, and the energy of truth ; more 
e[pecially, if he had meditated the 
introduction of genuine freedom, 
intlead of the phantom that now 
fupplied its place, his boldnefs would 
have been attended with falutary 
eficctse But Guitavus neither loved 
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liberty, nor underftood it ; and he 
preferred the fudden impulfes of 
paflion, and the crooked paths of 
diflimulation and falfehood, to af 
that confiltency and integrity could 
dictate. 

We have already defcribed the 
indefatigable activity of his pro. 
ceedings in the campaign of 1788, 
and the fortunate period that wag 
put to the Danifh invafion. No 
fooner had the king obtained a mo. 
mentary refpite from foreign ene 
mies, than he began to turn his at. 
tention to the internal ftate of the 
kingdom ; and he immediately de. 
termined to adopt the meafure 
which had firlt fuggetted itfelf to 
the malcontents of the army, and to § 
fummon a diet. He faw his pro 
grefs through Sweden every where 
attended with the good withes and 
affection of the people; he faw the 
ariftocracy the object of unpopule 
rity and hatred; he believed that 
the qualities he had difcovered in 
the midft of the adverfities that op. 
prefled him, had given him a new 
intereft in the general approbation; 
and he was not ignorant that the 
fanction of the country at large was 
the moft powerful engine he could 
poflefs, to defeat the machinations 
of all that oppofed him, Nor was 
it policy only that dictated his con 
duct ; he was elated with fuccefs, 
and in the triumph of his heart 
could not readily perfuade himfelt 
that any thing could be found dar 
ing or obftinate enough to cot 
troul his prowefs. 

The king arrived at Stockholm, 
from the fouthern extremity of his 
dominions, on the twentieth of De 
cember 1788; and, by fome revo- 
lution in the army in Finland, with 
which we are not fufliciently ac 
quainted, was enabled to put the 
malcontent officers under arreft . 

' the 
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ghe beginning of the following 


month. The number of perfons ar- 
refted was confiderable ; but there 
were others, who conccived a time- 
ly apprehenfion of their danger, and 
took refuge in the dominions of the 
czarina. 

The firft meeting of the diet was 
held on the fecond of February 1789, 
and the aflembly was opened by a 
fpeech from the fovereign. Guitavus 
exprefled himfelf with great feveri- 
ty refpecting the different foreign 

yowers he had had to encounter. 
Ruffia, he faid, had endeavoured by 
the moft infidious artifices to under- 
mine the loyalty of the people of 
Finland, and to induce them to pafs 
under a foreign yoke ; and, when he 
had deteéted thefe bafe machina- 
tions, and determined to encounter 
her fecret attacks with open hof- 
tility, the had adopted a different 
mode. Defpairing to induce a 
whole nation to declare itfelf the 
fubje&t of an ambitious neighbour, 
fhe had endeavoured to perfuade 
them to inactivity. She had under- 
taken to teach them to believe, that 
all the calamity that furrounded 
them, the uncertain fate of Finland, 
the hoftility that from all fides in- 
vaded the kingdom, were to be im- 
puted to him alone. She conceived 
that the Swedith greatnefs would 
be fufficiently annihilated, if once 
her monarch could be deftroyed. 
Surrounded with fo many dangers, 
Sweden feemed to be fhaken to her 
foundations. But great danger was 
ever the parent of fublime virtue. 
Ruffa did not know the character 
of the nation; fhe did not expeéct 
that the danger fhe had been anxious 
to create, would itfelf revive in them 
the love of their country, and a zeal 
for their common defence. 

The king fpoke in terms of flat- 
tering eulogium of the exertions 
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made upon that occafion by the pea- 
fants, the burghers, the clergy, and 
the well-affe¢ted of the nobleffe: 
Friendly powers had thought Swe- 
den abandoned by its own inhabi- 
tants; and, fearcely refolved, had 
begun to deliberate upon the mea- 
fures to be adopted for its relief, 
But they had fuddenly beheld the 
nation infpired with that courageous 
vigour, which had ever’ been its 
true characteriftic. The king of 
Pruffia had interfered, and had gain- 
ed for them time, which was all 
they required, It was for the diet 
to make a fuitable ufe of the inter- 
val. It was for them to rank them- 
{elves with the immortal benefa@ors 
of their country ; or to become con- 
founded with the degenerate diet 
that had betrayed Sweden into the 
hands of Chriftiern the fecond, and, 
like them, to remain the execration 
of the latelt pofterity. The king 
added, that he was himfelf ready, 
for the fake of unanimity and con- 
cord, to renounce every perfonal 
vengeance, and depart from the fe- 
verity of criminal jutlice, as he had 
already done in the tranfa€tion of 
the year 1772; and he feems to 
have held out this as an inducement 
to the nobleffe to recede from the 
inflexibility of their oppofition. 

If fuch were the intention of the 
offer, it was by no means attended 
with the defired effet. The pro- 
ceedings of the diet were full of 
difcord and hoftility. Of the four 
orders, the peafants and the burgh- 
ers were devoted to the party of 
the monarch; the clergy were fup- 
pofed to have imbibed a portion of 
the fame fpirit; and the nobleffe 
were determined to humble Gufta~ 
vus, aml to bring back the govern- 
ment to the ftandard of the confti- 
tution. ‘The three infcrior orders 
voted an addrefs to the king, to 
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thank him for his late exertions for 
the defence of the kingdom ; but 
the nobility abfolutely refufed their 
concurrence, unlefs an amendment 
were adopted, recommending the 
immediate reftoration of peace. A 
propolition was alfo voted by this 
order on the fifth day of their fit- 
ting, calling upon the king to direc 

ecutions to be commenced 

inft the authors of certain in- 
famous libels. Thefe libels were 
publications vindicating the pro- 
ceedings of the fovereign, and dif- 
cuffiag and arraigning the oppoft- 
tion to thefe proceedings by the 
army in Finland. 

But the moft material fubject of 
controverfy refpected the  fecret 
committee of the diet, which was 
whually appointed to tranfact with 
the executive government all fuch 
particulars as were thought impro- 
per for publication. The number 
af this committee was thirty, feleét- 
ed from the four orders; and of 
confequence the dict was by this 
expedient reduced as to certain 
points, from the moft numerous re- 
prefentative aflembly in the univerfe 
to bounds the moft limited and nar- 
row. The nobility had inthis com- 
mattee twice the number of repre- 
fentatives of any of the other orders; 
notwithflanding which, the inftitu- 
tion may be regarded as favourable 
to the monarch, the nobleffe amcunt- 
img at laft to only two fifths of the 
whole. [t was in vain therefore 
that they choie the molt difatteGted 
of their order as members of the 
committee ; Guftavus {till regarded 
this lefler body as his principal re- 
fource. The nobles were themfelves 
conf{cious of the advantage he would 
m this inftance poffefs, and there- 
fore propofed to vote inftructions li- 
miting the powers of the commit- 
tec. The kiag, on the other band, 





exprefsly oppofed this proc 

on the pretence that the publica, 
tion of any of the fecrets of | 
ment would be dangerous in time 
of war; and he wrote a letter te 
count Lowenhaupt, the marthal of 
the diet, forbidding him to put the 
queftion upon any claufes of in. 
ftruétion that might be moved i, 
the affembly. 

The general queftion of inftrue. 
tions was decided by the nobility in 
the affirmative on the feventh of Fe 
bruary ; and, particular inftrudtions 
being moved by certain members of 
the aflembly, count Lowenhaupt, ia 
conformity to the direétions he had 
received from the fovereign, re: 
fufed to take the votes of the body, 
Such a proceeding naturally gave rife 
to a very animated debate; and, as 
the marfhal was not poffeffed of that 

erfonal dignity or capacity which 
is calculated to hold a numerous 
aflembly in awe, he experienced 
fome very rough language from the 
leaders of oppofition. By this per 
fonal attack he was fo be ittimis 
dated, as to think proper to decline 
the office of prefiding in the fub 
fequent meetings ; and the majority, 
having placed one of their own fae 
tion in his room, proceeded to vote 
fuch inftru€tions as they conceived 
fuited to the occafion. They re 
ftrained the fecret committee from 
taking any fuch refolution, as fhould 
decide upon the queltion of peace 
and war; they prohibited them 
from interfering with the flate of 
the finances, the cognifance of which 
was referved by the conttitution to 
a deputation to be appointed for that 
particular function; and they di- 
rected their reprefentatives in the 
committee to communicate all fuch 
matters to the diet at large, as did 
not in their own nature require an 

indifpenfible fecrecy, 
5 Such 
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Such was the fituation of affairs, 
when the king determined no long- 
er to approach the dict in the 
modeft form of negociation, but, 
fupported as he was by the fenfe of 
the people at large, to put an end 
to the controverly by a direct in- 
terpofition of authority. ‘Though 
the members of the fecret commit- 
tee were already chofen, the com- 
mencement of their deliberations 
was fufpended, on account of the 
difference of opinion between the 
nobleffe and the two inferior orders, 
with refpe&t to the extent of their 
powers, Thus all public bufinefs 
appeared to be at a ftand ; while 
the order of the peafants, inftigated 
no doubt by the king with a view 
to ftrike terror into the malcon- 
tents, requefted him to call in the 
volunteers of Dalecarlia to the re- 
lief of the citizens of Stockholm, 
to whom the tafk of watching for 
the fafety of the capital muit ne- 
ceflarily be a confiderable burthen, 
The volunteers of Dalecarlia were 
already within one day’s march of 
the diet. 

On the feventeenth of February 
the king fummoned the four orders 
of the ftates to attend him; and, 
after having applauded the public 
fpirit and zeal of the inferior orders, 
condemned in very pointed terms 
the unceremonjous and unbecoming 
manner, in which, as he faid, the 
marfhal of the diet had been treated 
by the noblefle, He commanded 
them to ftrike out of their journals 
the refolutions into which they had 
entered againft count Lowenhaupt ; 
and called upon them to appoint 2 
deputation for the purpofe of mak- 
ing a public apology, and a fignal 
reparation to their offended prefi- 
dent. He did more than this. He 
jingled out two of the ariftocratical 
leaders, count Axel Ferfen, a yene- 
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rable ftatefinan, who had for more 
than thirty years figured in the moft 
eminent tranfa@tions of the political 
theatre ; and baron Charles oo 
the richeft nobleman in Sweden; 
and required that their names fhould 
be put at the head of the deputa- 
tion. 

It is not probable that the king 
expected the compliance of the u 
per houfe of aflembly with fo arro- 
gant a requilition. He had fo fully 

ucceeded in the revolution of 1772 
in the employment of violence, that 
no other project for terminating the 
pear controverfy had any chance 
or his approbation. He is even 
faid, in preparing apartments at 
Frederichoff for the reception of 
the imprifoned officers from Fin- 
land, fome weeks before the mect- 
ing of the diet, to have had an eye 
to the prefent emergency, and to 
have included in his arrangement an 
accommodation for a certain por- 
tion of the legiflative uflembly. Ac- 
coneeeye having obtained on the 
twentieth an addrefs from the other 
three orders of the flates, requeft- 
ing him to devife fome means for 
reltoring activity to the body; he 
proceeded the fame evening to take 
into cultody count Axel Ferfen, 
baron Degeer, and about thirty of 
the principal leaders of the arifto- 
cratical party. 

We fhall be at no lofs to decide 
upon the degree of political know- 
ledge exifting in the Swedifh na- 
tion, when we behold them paffive- 
ly fubmitting to a violence, which, 
in people animated with one par- 
ticle of the fpirit of freedom, muft 
have excited the molt uncontrolable 
abhorrence and indignation. If the 
people were enlightened enough to 
difcover the errors of their conititu- 
tion, it was no doubt well to change 
it, But the illumination that fitted 
, them 
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‘them for a better government, would 
infallibly have fitted them by their 
own a&t to acquire it, ‘That one 
individual fhould at his arbitrary 

eafuré commit to prifon mem- 
8 of the legiflature, to punilh 
them for opinions given in that 
capacity, and to put an end to the 





who was the true father of his peo, 
ple. It confirmed the exemptiong 
certain lands poffeffed by the nobj 
lity from the burthen of taxation; 
but it permitted to the inferior gy 
ders the acquifition of landed 

perty, feom which they had hitherto 
been excluded. It limited the 
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freedom of difcufhion, is a fpectacle 
altogether intolerable. Guttavus in- 
deed was not unaware that he might 
have trufted his vengeance to the 
other orders of the diet and the na- 
tion. But he dared not part with 
fo important a trult out of his own 
hands. He feared left they fhould 
underftand liberty too well, and love 
it too much. He was apprehenfive 
that, while they annihilated the 
ufurpations of the ariltocracy, they 
woedd hefitate about giving the 
booty without referve to increafe the 
prerogatives of the monarch. 

On the day fubfequent to this a& 
of defpotifm, the king went down 
to the affembly of the ftates, and 
prefented to them for their confi- 
deration an act of union and furety, 
altering in feveral material points 
the exifting conftitution. This pro- 
ject, as might be expe&ed under 
the circumitances we have defcribed, 
contained in it fome articles of a 
juft and liberal tendency, mixed 


offices of the kingdom and of th 
royal houfhold to the nobility; 
while it granted to the roturiers the 
new privilege of being eligible, ip. 
difcriminately with their fuperiors 
to other trufts; and even provided 
that a roturier, if he became nob, 
fhould vacate his appointment. 
reftrained the dict from taking into 
confideration any other fubjeéts than 
fuch as fhould be propofed to them 
by the fovereign ; and declared i 
provifions to be irrevocable and eter. 
nal. 

It did not at firft appear that the 
king had carried any great point 
by the imprifonment of the nobles, 
The upper houfe of affembly wa 
as refractory as ever; their la 
guage -refpecting the king full of 
menaces and afperity ; nor would 
they, upon any terms, admit count 
Lowenhaupt to prefide in their fit 
tings. ‘They deferred the confide 
ration of the a& of union for three 
weeks; and the king having @ 
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with others that were hypocritical, 
ambiguous, and arbitrary. It be- 
gan with conferring on the king the 
prerogative of peace and war. It 
proceeded to ftate, that, as the 
Swedes were free, they were evi- 
dently entitled to be tried by their 


length fent them a meflage requir 
ing them to come to a decifion re 
{pecting it, it was rejected almoft 
without a diffentient voice. But, 
notwithflanding thefe appearances, 
matters were infenfibly taking a tum 
favourable to the fovereign. The 
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cers ; and of confequence that the 
laces court of juftice ought to be 
conftituted, not as the fenate was, 
to which this funétion had hitherto 
been attributed, of nobles only, but 
of citizens of all orders in the ftate : 
and that the number of its members 
@ught to be regulated by the king, 


nobles became aware, that, fo long 
as the king was fupported in all his 
meafures by the general fenfe of the 
nation, their caufe muft neceflarily 
remain hopelefs ; and the moft com 
fiderable of them infenfibly with 
drew from a feene of fo unpromuifing 
contention, and retired to thet 

country 
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eountry feats. The greater part of 
the members, who had been elected 
into the fecret committee, were 
among the prifoners of Fredericf- 
hoff; and a meeting was called by 
a kind of furprife on the evening of 
the very day of the royal fitting, 
and other commiflioners eleéted to 
fupply their place. The fecret com- 
mittee began its deliberations imme- 
diately ; voted additional taxes to 
the amount of 300,000/, per an- 
num; and, in the name of the king- 
dom at large, declared themfelves 
refponfible for the public debt, as 
wellas for a new loan, both of them 
together amounting to five millions 
fterling. Having brought their tranf- 
ations to a termination, they re- 
ported them to the four orders of 
the diet; and their refolutions were 
immediately adopted by the clergy, 
the burghers, and the peafants. 
Guitavus, who perceived that no 
advantage could be gained by him 
fo valuable as time, remained a quiet 
{fpeétator of thefe proceedings, and 
permitted the houfe of nobility to 
evaporate its difpleafure. Unwilling 
to afford new occafion to their dil- 
like, he condefcended to appoint a 
deputy marthal of the diet, to dif- 
charge the functions of the obnoxi- 
ous principal. In the clofe of March 
he obtained an addrefs by a fort of 
compromife with his opponents, re- 
commending to him the reltoration 
of peace, but promiling to fupport 
him ina war, m cafe of inevitable 
neceflity. In fine, the bufineds of 
the diet being in all other refpects 
concluded, the king went. in perion 
on the twenty-feventh of April to 
the poor fkeleton that rematied of 
the houfe of nobility ; and, after a 
mock debate, obtained from them a 
confirmation of the votes of the 
ether three orderss The diffolution 
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of the diet took place on the follow- 


ing day. 

‘No fooner were the proceedings 
of the national aflembly completed, 
thar the king fet at liberty the im- 
prifoned nobles, reconciled himfelf 
with many. of them, and reitored 
them to their rank in the army aad 
the ftate. By this conduct he con- 
trived at once to thew in himfelf a 
policy fuperior to the odious confi- 
derations of perfonal revenge ; and, 
in his adverfaries, not a perfevering 
ftruggle, as might at firft fight have 
been imagined, for the fafety of a 
political conttitution, but the feeble 
efforts of a pufillanimous ambition, 
unnerved by confcious guilt, and 
defeated at the very tirfionfet. Two 
important meafures filled up the ob- 
ject of Gullavus’s delign, the aboli- 
tion of the fenate, and a declaration 
of privileges in favour of the order 
of peaiants. It appeared, in our nar- 
rative of the tranfactions of 1788, 
that it was upon the fenate that the 
principal hopes of the Rudlian party 
and the artllocracy were fixed; and 
the king determined to improve his 
victory for the deiliuction of this 
hitherto impregnable fortrefs. He 
had provided in the act of union for 
the inftitution of a court of jultices 

artly noble and partly rotuvier, 
that fhould adminiiter the judicial 
funciions, which had lately confi- 
tuted fome of the principal functions 
of the fenate. Lut it was not till the 
eighteenth of May that the new 
court was actually organifed, and 
the hereditary fenators dilmifled 
from their employment. 

‘The declaration in favour of the 
cafants appeared three days aftere 
Is principal articles imported, that 
no peafant fhould be arrefled or fent 
to prifon, except in the cale of au 
attempt to fly from jullice, or of 
fume 
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fome crime, till the judge of 
the diltri&, or fome oat officer 
of juftice, fhould have taken cogni- 
zanfe of the accufation ; that every 
peafant Should be at liberty to buy 
and fell his own commodities or 
thofe of his neighbours through all 
the interior parts of the kingdom, 

‘ded he did not aim at any mo- 
nopoly ; that artifans dealing in cer- 


tain neceflary occupations, fuch as 


taylors and fhoemakers, fhould be fet-’ 


tled in the different villages; and that 

landed proprietor of whatever 
rank fhould be at liberty to employ 
as many labourers as he pleafed. 
The general fpirit of thefe regula- 
tions appears to be philanthropic. 
The firit article, though not ex- 
preffed with fo much berfpicaity and 
precifion as might have been wifhed, 
appears to be of material import- 
ance. Some of the others are ra- 
ther calculated to ftrike the mind 
with aflonifhment at the wretched 
ftate of barbarifm and flavery, that 
could have rendered fuch provilions 
neceflary. 

No feoner had the king put the 
internal affairs of the kingdom into 
a train of accommodation, than he 
began to look to his foreign ene- 
mies, and the bufinefs of the ap- 
proaching campaign. With refpect 
to Denmark, he feems to have been 
divided between his confcious inabi- 
lity, on the one hand, to encounter 
two adverfaries at once ; and, on the 
other, his refentment of their un- 
provoked invafion, and regret at the 
manner, in which, as he believed, 
they had efcaped from his venge- 
ance at the beginning of the pre- 
ceeding winter. Nor was the Danifh 
court lefs incited with animofity and 
the thirft of military glory. They 
bad entered willingly and with ar- 
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dour into the campaign of 17 
and the compulfion . which Me 
obliged them to lay down their arms 
was not of all others the beft a 
ment to foothe them into repofe, 
Both parties prepared for war, and 
looked forward with an uneafy 
kind of doubt to the expiration of 
the armittice. 

In this fituation of affairs a pro. 
ject was difcovered, formed by a 
Swedifh nobleman, under protec. 
tion, as it was faid, of the ambafla. 
dor, to burn the united fleets of 
Ruffia and Denmark in the port of 
Copenhagen. The odium of this 
confpiracy of neceffity reflected in 
fome degree upon the king himfelf. 
It is unfortunate for Guitavus, that 
he was fufpected of a project of a 
fimilar nature in the beginning of his 
reign, which indeed the late Ling 
Pruflia in his Memoirs does not 
fcruple dire€tly to impute to him *, 
It is unfortunate for Guftavus, that 
his character is not altogether fo un- 
favourable to the imputation, a 
could have been defired. Eloquent, 
enterprifing, conciliatory, and affec- 
tionate, he is apparently injudicious 
enough to believe that deceit and 
injuftice may fometimes be crowned 
with a happy event ; and unfcrupu- 
lous enough to praétife them, when 
conducive to his purpofes. 

In the mean time the difcovery 
we have mentioned did not put aa 
end to the mode of negociation, 
The kings of Pruffia and England 
feem ta have been more anxious 
than Guttavus himfelf to put an end 
to the Danifh war. Their impor 
tunity and menaces at length pre 
vailed upon the emprefs of Ruflia 
to confent to the neutrality of the 
court of Copenhagen, which was 
accordingly declared on the ninth 


* Mémoires depuis la Paix de Hubertfbourg, Vol. IV, p. 72. London edition. 
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of July, after a two months previ- 
ous prolongation of the armittice. 
pa and Denmark, infpired with 
mutual animofity, at length found 
themfelves, from different motives, 
obliged to give up the hopes of in- 
dulging their prefent revenge. 

But the motives that influenced 
the allied courts to infift upon the 
neutrality of Denmark, were not 
lefs operative with them to initigate 
the king of Sweden to profecute his 
hottilities againtt Ruflia. The cam- 
paign in Finland began in the clofe 
of the month of April, and the 
king arrived in that province on the 
fifth of the following June. Not- 
withttanding the ardent and active 
character of the king, notwithftand- 
ing the infatiablenefs of his thirft 
after fame, the Swedith war affords 
few materials for narration; and 
hiitory would fcarcely defcend from 
its dignity to record fo petty a fe- 
ries of combats, were it not a juftice 
that fhe owes to the welfare and 
peace of mankind; were it not in- 
cumbent upon her to fhew for how 
contemptible paffions, and how tri- 
vial objects, the blood of the f{pecies 
is thed without confideration or re- 
morfe. 

Guttavus divided his forces, as he 
had done in the preceding campaign, 
into two principal bodies ;one under 
baron Stedingk, ftationed in Swo- 
lax, whofe immediate object was the 
fortrefs of Nyflot ; and the other in 
Nyland, commanded by himfelf in 
perfon, and defigned again Frede- 
ricfham. If both of thefe objects 
had been attained, the king could 
fcarcely have boafted of a very bril- 
liant campaign ; and he probably 
viewed them in his own mind mere- 
ly as preliminary to fomething more 
important. He intended to reduce 


Wyburgh, the capital of Carelia, 
perhaps to di€tue the terms of a 
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treaty at the gates of Peterfburgh. 
In eftimating the campaign it is . 
therefore fufficient to fay, that the 
period for military y apery 
away, and both Nyflot and Frede- 
rictham remained in the hands of 
their former proprictor. 

A {pecies of war, trivial, undeci- 
five and unintelligible, preceded the 
arrival of the king in the province 
of Finland. Subfequent to that 
event it aflumed a more regular 
form, and prefents us with fome- 
thing of which it is poflible to com- 
municate an idea, ‘The head quarters 
of baron Stedi:gk, his ftores and 
magazines, were at fort Saint Mi- 
chacl. This place the Ruflians 
obliged him, with the lofs of maay 
men on both fides, to evacuate on 
the eighteenth of June. He ap- 
pears to have faved the greater part 
of his ttores, but he was no longer 
able to make head againft the ene- 
my ; and the Ruffians poured with- 
out oppofition into the province of 
Swolax. ‘I'he king began the cam- 
paign on his fide under more fa- 
vourable aufpices. He was able to 
penetrate into the territories of Ruf- 
fia; and with a body of two thou- 
fand men fought a much fuperior 
party of the enemy near Davidftat 
on the twenty-eighth, and after an 
obitinate flruggle came off viéto- 
rious in the combat. This fuccets 
gave him for fome time a decifive 
fuperiority ; he poffefled himfelf of 
Hogtors, and feveral inferior for- 
trefles, and approached with a for- 
midable countenance to the walls of 
Frederichham. In the following 
month general Stedingk recovered 
the check he had received, and re- 
— the enemy in an action of 
ome importance at Parakumaki. 

While thefe tranfac¢tions took 
place in the province of Finland, 
the duke of Sudermania failed from 
the 
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the port of Carl{croon with a fleet 
of twenty thips of the line. An 
action in confequence took place be- 
tween him an the grand Ruffian 
flect off the ifland of Bornholm on 
the twenty-fixth of July, the eveut 
of which was altogether undecifive. 
Not one fhip of cither fleet appears 
to have been taken or deftroyed. 
In an action of this fort it is difh- 
cult to difcover which party acted 
upon the offenfive. The Ruflans 
defired a junction with their fqua- 
dron of eleven fhips of the line lying 
in the port of Copenhagen, and 
might be thought not unwilling to 
rifk an action in order to obtain it. 
On the other hand, the Swedes had 
an. evident advantage in attacking 
the admiral’s flect previoufly to its 
being reinforced ; and the duke of 
Sudermania having put one of his 
rear-admirals under atreft immedi- 
ately after the action, may alflord a 
prefumption that he was more dif- 
pleafed than the Rufians at the un- 
certain event of the conteft. ‘The 
junction was efie&ed in the follow- 
ing week: but, in effecting it, it 
appears that the Ruffians were not 
without apprehentiens from tlic duke 
of Sudermania; and they had re- 
courfe to the extraordinary precau- 
tion of prevailing upon the Danes 
to fail in company with the fouthern 
fquadron, and not to return into 

ort ull their countenance could no 
cn be neceflary. ‘The fuperio- 
rity of Ruflia obliged the Swedith 
fleet to continue in port till.the pe- 
riod of the equinox; and the pre- 
tence for their mactivity was the 
necetlity of attending the trial of 
rear-admiral Liljchorn. 

The prefent fituation of affairs 
obliged the court of Peterfburgh ta 
adopt meafures for the immediate 
prefervation of the tortrefs of Fre. 
dericfham, ‘The prefeiice of the 


prince of Naflau Siegen, who had 
difplayed fo eminent naval talenty 
in the preceding campaign, was no 
longer neceflary in the Black Sea; 
and the czarina, with that aAivi 
which had diftinguifhed the indu 
of her docks, created a fleet of fe 
venty gallics in the gulph of Care. 
lia, the direction of which was given 
to this celebrated commander. The 
Swedith fleet of the fame fpecieg 
appears to, have fallen fhort of Silty 
fhips, and was attacked by the 
prince of Naflau on the twenty. 
fourth of Auguft. Both parties 
claimed the victory; but it fuffici- 
ently appeared by the fequel, that 
the advantage had fallen to the com 
bined effort of fuperior numbers and 
fuperior fkill, ‘lhe king had a few 
weeks before fuffered a mifcarriage 
from the treachery of general Kaul. 
bart, who, according to the inf. 
dious practice of the prefent war 
had been bought by Ruifia. Imme- 
diately after the battle of the flotillag, 
he was obliged to abandon all his 
acquifitions ; the war aflumed an 
oppolite appearance ; and the fmall 
remainder of the campaign confilled 
of invafion and attack on the part 
of Ruffia. The conduét of Guftavus 
towards the delinqucuts he brought 
to trial, feems to have been an ab 
furd mixture of feverity and cle 
mency. A great number of the of 
ficers who had entered into com 
refpondence with Ruffia in the fume 
mer of 1738, were condemned to 
death, and other fevere punifhments; 
but their fentences were commuted 
in a few inftances into perpetual 
imprifonment, in moft into difmif- 
fion ; and admiral Liljchorn and ge 
neral Kaulbart were degraded, 
permitted to retain their falaries. 
‘Lhe war on the fide of Turkey 
by no means wore the frivolous and 


indecifive appearance that charac | 
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terifed it on the fide of Sweden. 
An event that feems greatly to 
have contributed to the fatal reverfe 
experienced by the crefcent in the 
year 1789, was the death of Ach- 
met the Fourth, grand fignior, on 
the feventh of April. This prince, 
ifwe make fuitable allowances jor 
the difadvantages under which he 
laboured as a def{potic monarch, and 
the prejudices of his country y, may 
be allowe d to pol lefs fome claim to 
our toleration. He filled the throne 
of Conttantinople, without reilect- 
ing diigrace upon hunvan nature. 
His temper appears to have been 
mild and humane. He not only 
permitted Selim, his 
the late emperor, to live; but even 
publicly acknowledged him for his 
fucceflor. His reign was not ftained 
with fo many arbits ary murders as 
thofe of his predeceffors, nor did he 
think it at all neceffary that a dif+ 
graced minitter fhould p art at once 
vith his office and nis life. He 
fuffered his countrymen to improve 
by the ex: unple of the. arts and mili- 
tary difcip! line of Europe. Yflouf, 
his prime minifter during the three 
lalt years of his life, though by no 
means confiftently great, mutt be 
allowed to deferve our applaule ; and 
will be better known to polterity as 
the patron of the Turkith tranfla- 
tion of the Encyclopédie, than as 
the vy ictorious and dzilful rival of the 
Auttrian arms in the Banneat of 
‘Tranfylvania, Such was Achmet, 
and fignior: nor will any one be 
idle enough to imagine, that he was 
rivht, otherwife than by chance 
or that he efcaped cenfure by any 
thing but the fupine inaétivity and 
harmleffnefs of his charatter. 
Achmet died at the unenter- 
prifing age of fixty-four, and Selim 
tle Third fucceeded at twenty- 


civut. In the vigour of youth he 
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thought it neceffary to diflinguith 
himlelf by fomething extraordinary, 
and at firtt propoted to put himfelf 
as the head of his foreési He was 
cafily, as might be expected from 
his effeminate education, diiffuaded 
from this rath and ridiculous pro: 
ject. But he conceived that at leatt 
it became him to difcountenance 
the miniilers of his predeceffor, to 
confound their plana, and reverte all 
their proceedings. Uhefe minifters 
had acquired in fome degree the 
confidence of thofe who aGed under 
their command ; and it appeared in 
the fequel that the fantattic {lens 
dour of a new and juvenile fovereigniy 
could not compentate for the capri4 
cious and arbitrary changes with 
which his acceffion was accoimpas 
nied, 

The arrangements in the bea 
ginning of the campaign did not 
greatly difler from thofe of 1788. 
Marfhal Haddick fucceeded count 
Lafey in the command of the grand 
Auttrian army at Semlin; prince 
Hoheulo tilled the plac e of general 
Fabris, who died in Tranfylvania i in 
the month of January ; and the ar- 
mics of Moldavia arid Croatia were, 
as before, under the direction of thé 
prince of Cobourg and = marfhal 
Laudehn. The emperor preparedy 
as in the preceding campaign, to 
take the field in perfon, in the army 
of general Haddick; but the clie 
mate and the feverity of the fervice, 
while it had fpread the greatett dee 
vaitation among his officers and fol 
diers, had inflicted the blow of death 
upon their proud and inconitant 
fovereign. He languihed during 
the whole year under a tormenting 
difeafe, which was attended indeed 
with intervals, that his reltleis and 
fanguine temper magniied into a 
cure; but they were conitantly fuc- 


ceeded at no very diftant period 
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with a relapfe. The arrangements 
of Ruffia were fomewhat ¥ ferent 
from thofe we have formerly de- 
fcribed. Marfhal Romanzow, on 
account of his age and infirmities, 
refigned his command ; and prince 
Potemkin affumed the ftyle of ge- 
neraliffimo of the Ruffian forces, 
which he hitherto declined out of 
deference to his fenior in military 
rank. He however {till continued 
in his former ftation in Beffarabia, 
while prince Repnin commanded 
the army on the borders of Molda- 
via, and general Kamenfkoi occu- 
pied an advanced poft in that pro- 
vince. The prince of Naflau, as 
we have already faid, was with- 
drawn from the Euxine, where his 
fquadron was no longer neceflary. 
Admiral Wainowitz occupied his 
former {lation upon the coait of the 
Crimea; but the Ruffians placed 
their chief naval dependence upon 
the piratical veffels that invefted the 
ealiietnine and the Mediterra- 
nean. On the fide of the Porte, 
Haflan Ali ftill commanded the 
fleet; and Yflouf prepared to lead 
his forces, as he had done the pre- 
ceding year, againit the Bannat of 
‘Temefwar. 

One of the earlieft variations in- 
troduced by Selkm = contifted in 
changing the point of action, againtt 
which the principal effort of the 
war had hitherto been direGed. 
The campaign of Temefwar had 
indeed reflected contiderable credit 
upon the Turkifh arms; but a war 
of fortreffes and defiles had nothing 
in it fufficteptly captivating to the 
imagination of the young enmiperor. 
"The reduétion of Oczakow had 
excited a fpitit of terror and re- 
venve in the minds of his eountry- 
men. ‘The Ruffians were their old 
unc mveterate enemy 3; againft the 
Auftrians they entertained little re- 
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fentment. In addition to this, Se 
lim trufted to the temporifing ang 
in fome refpects timid difpofition of 
the emperor, and the charaGer of 
his generals, who, except Laudoha, 
had difcovered nothing of enter. 
prifing or refolute, that could create 
much alarm in their competitors, 
He therefore determined to march 
his moft numerous force for the de. 
fence of the eafteriy frontier of his 
dominions. Had this been the only 
new meafure he introduced, the con 
fequences would not have been f 
much to be deplored. But he feems 
to have entertained an unconquer 
able averlion to the officers of his 
predeceffor. Immediately upon his 
acceflion he recalled Haffan Ab 
from the command of the fleet; 
and, after having meditated his 
banifhment into one of the ifland 
of the Archipelago, he was pre 
vailed upon by his mother to give 
him the command of an army, with 
which in the eaftern ftyle he was 
directed to march for the recovery 
of Oczakow. In the following 
month, Yflouf was ordered to change 
his courfe from Servia, to which he 
had now advanced, for that of the 
province of Moldavia ; and feareely 
was he arrived at the place of his 
deftination, before the pacha d 
Widdin, whofe name like that 
the ex-high-admiral was Hafan, 
was appointed grand vilier and com 
mander in chief in his room, 

The Turks, as in the preceding 
year, had not waited for the aggre! 
fion of their enemies, but had vem 
tured upon forme winter attacks 
Beflarabia, Moldavia and ‘Tranfyb 
vania,in the majority of which they 
had been repulfed. A more feriou! 
hoflility took place on the fide of 
general Kamenfkoi in the clofe 
April, who, after having given the 
Turks a confiderable check on the 
banks 
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banks of the Siret, advanced a con- 
fiderable detachment of his army 
as far as Gallacz on the Danube, 
attacked the enemy in their camp 
near that place, and totally defeated 
them, with the lofs on the fide of 
the Ottomans of fifteen hundred 
men. ‘This happened previoufly to 
Yffouf’s colleétion of a numerous 
army in that part of the frontier. 
Meanwhile the butfinefs of the 
campaign advanced with a leifure- 
ly and deliberate ftep. Repeated 
changes had taken place in the pro- 
jeéts of the divan for the conduct of 
the campaign ; and thefe changes, 
and {till more the capricious promo- 
tion and difgrace of the officers in 
the fervice of the court, appear to 
have produced the worft effects 
upon the minds of the foldiery at 
large. They no longer fought with 
that intrepidity and obftinacy, which 
had chara&teriied them in the pre- 
ceding year, but on the contrary be- 
trayed repeated figns of cowardice 
and panic. ‘The allied powers con- 
tinued to advance upon them on the 
fide oF Walachia; and prince de 
Cobourg, having gained  intelli- 
gence of a detachment of the ‘Turk- 
uh forces itationed at Fockfan upon 
the Rimnik, deemed this polt of 
fuflicient importance to merit an 
attack. The engagement took place 
on the firft of Auguft, the numbers 
of the Auftrians being infertor to 
thofe of the Turks, and the amount 
of the killed flated to be in the ex- 
treme difproportion of one thoufand 
to twenty-five. “The a€tion was not 
in any eminent degree decifive ; but 
it confirmed the advantage that had 
previoully exifted, and enabled the 
liperial general to pitch his camp 
in the province of Walachia. 
The civcumttances we have de- 
fcribed, together with additional 
ditadvantayes encountered in other 
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parts of the theatre of war, deter- 
mined the new grand vifier anxi- 
oully to feek a decifive battle, and 
to commit as far as lay in his power 
the exiltence of his country to a 
fingle event. In the mean time he 
was unacquainted with the art by 
which foldiers are conciliated to 
their general, and taught to imbibe 
his feelings. They followed their 
prefent commander with a fullen 
obedience, and felt nothing of the 
ardour and enthufiafm that fill 
their pofleffors with a confident 
prefage, and lead them on to a fe- 
cure victory. Haflan Pacha on the 
twenty-fecond of September drew 
out an army of ninety thoufand men 
upon the plains of Martineftie, not 
far from the fcene of ‘the unfuccefl- 
ful action that had taken place at 
Fockfan. The forces of the Impe- 
rialifts fell fhort of twenty-five thou- 
fand ; notwithflanding which, after 
an action of eleven hours continu- 
ance, the Turks were totally de- 
feated, having loft their camp, bag- 
gage, cannon, ammunition and 
ftandards. ‘The lofs of men on the 
fide of the grand vilier amounted to 
five thoufand, while that of the 
Auttrian general was ftated at lefs 
than five hundred. The number 
of prifoners in the hands of the con- 
queror was thirty-one ; the enemy 
having in general, as we are told, 
refuled to semen th and not accept- 
ing of quarter. This circumflance 
does but ill accord with the addi- 
tional fact related in the Vienna ga- 
zette, that upwards of two thoufand 
men were killed on the day after 
the battle, who had hid themfelves 
from the blood-thirftinefs of the vic- 
tors in an adjoining foreft. Haffan 
Pacha, having made good his re- 
treat, pitched his camp on the other 
lide of the Rimnik. But he was 
unable to retain his irregular militia 
| a und? 
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under his ftandard. ‘Fhey were 
flruck with panic and alarm ; many 
of them were accuftomed to return 
home in the decline of the year ; 
aad in four days after the battle he 
found his numerous forces reduced 
to a bandful of men. 

It was a few days before the bat- 
tleof Martinettie,that ancngagement 
took place near ‘Tobak in Beilara- 
bia, between prince Repnin and 
Haffan Ali, late capitan pacha, 
which was attended with a fimilar 
even’. the Rutlians made them- 
felycs matters of the Turkith camn, 
and Haffan was obhged to potent 
with preci ipitation as far as Hmail, 
, \ bout the fame time an action was 
fought between the vanguard of the 
army of prince Potemkin, and a 
body of Turks, at Canichan near 

tender, in which the Ruihans were 
\ thee 

W hile the events of the war were 
thus favourable to the 
on the ealtern fronifero! ive 
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ly was Lacdoha arrived at his camp, 
before he was molelied bv an at- 


tempt of the enemy to penctrate 
into the Auftrian fronticr. This 
was at firft attended with fome fue- 
eels; and on the twenty-third of 
May the ‘Turks carried by {torn 
four out- -pofts of the Imperi: al camp. 
But in a farther attempt, which 
they made four days later than this, 
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they were repulfed, and rot oniy 
loft the advantage they had fecured, 
but fuffered Laudohn to make a 
fimilar lodgment upon their owg 


territory. The frieze of Gradifeg 
commenced on the twentieth of 


June, general Laudohn covering the 
attack with his army. The affauig 
was carried with all the regi ularity 
of judgment and fcience; and, fo 
kkilful were the fielislen difpof. 
tions, that the Turkith feratkier, 
encamped in their neighbourhood, 
did not think it prudent to rifk the 
event of an engagements Mean 
while the befieged appeared to dif 
play an infe xible courage and re 
folution ; till < 
fiftance of ei 


expectedly 


it leneth, after a re. 
Pion day S, they un- 
eyacuated the fortrely 
and their retreat was covered by the 
arnty of the ferafkier. 

During the period of the fiege, 
the Turks had adventure d, though 
_ force on that fide was greatly 
minifhed, and thoug h the empe- 

had Gationed his grand army 
under marihal Fladdick, as in the 
preceding year, in the neighbour 
hood of I[lova, to advance ther 
trcops into the Bannat of Temef 
av. Upon the news of the fur 
render - (Sraditca they thought 
proper I tnd the ‘ill- fortune 
of the campaign was in-fome degree 
wreravated by the defeat of a coi 
iderable body of ‘lurks at Boczat 
by prince Hohenlo », and the rout of 
hoife by general Vecley 


14,000 
rnitz in the | seg mining of 


ror 


rs Swe . 
eure 5 


near Ce 
the month of Aucutt 

Thefe u niaterrupted ft re ~effes, toe 
gether with the removal of the 
grand Turkith army from the fron 
tiers of Hung: ary, at leneth roufed 
the emperor fr ‘om his inaci ivity, and 
made him ferioufly determine upom 
the attack he ha d long promitd 
againtt Bel; Fer this under 


taking 
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ecking he thought it neceflary to 
employ a vigorous and ipicited d com- 
mander. Marfhal Haddick feems 
to hat e been felecied in the begin- 
ning o! the campaign, for no other 
reaton than becaufe be was the te- 
Nor officer of name upon the Au- 


courts 


’ ‘ ” , . 
ellablif hment; and in 
} mute °% 
nat ruha  ) 


ftrian 
it too often 
fuppofed infallibiy to carry along 
with it every other qualification. 
Meanwhile the reputation of 
ral Laudoha, particularly in the con- 
, was now rifen to the 
utmeil degree of cmine ence | and the 
emperor at length opened his eyes 
the full extent of his merit. He 
accordingly addreffed a letter to 

thal Haddick, in whieh he tnti- 
his fear that the marthal’s 
iirmities would prevent 


from kee 


h appens t 


gyene- 


duct of fleges 


, 
<V) 


mat 
mated 


=a and 1 


his exertions plug pace 
“yf a ° . . 
with “hi is Z cal dk clared kis neriua- 


fion that his judgment in the war 


~ rat inel nt, fro n the pr hide: uey of 
Wile he ha 1d b ‘ch rem ved LU al- 
r } ae A ‘4 = | } ‘ . 

jume the commana, would prove of 


‘ 
inott cffential importance 5 and 
informed him that he had appointed 
thal Laudehn to command ia 
fis ttead, 

It had been determined th it the 

per period for commenctag the 
ticve of Belyrade would be 1a Sep- 
tember, after the heats of the fum- 
mer fhould have febided. But, had 
it becn otherwife, marfhal Laudohna 
would have been obliged to defer 
tor a time the 
army, as upon his 
he ‘Lurks 
under the 
late grane 


removal of the grand 
arrival he feurd 
once more in the Bannat 
command of Yflouf, the 
This fkilful off&cer 
the weaknefs of the force 
ftationed upon this irontier under 
the command of ceneral Vecfey ; 
and prefling upon him by a fudden 


and unexp ected march, obliged him 


Viliere 


difeoy ere d 
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to feck for proteftion ia a rapid 


retreat. But Youf was now at the 
head of petty detachment, and 
not, as in 1788, of an army of a 


huadred thoufand men. It was im- 
pofii ble tor him lone to make head 


— +} : 

againit the forces of martha! _ 
dolin; inc in “yin one mont om 
the )) criod « his invalic My de Ww is 


obli iy ed to fall bac! RU} pon £1 ic .y urk- 
ih teriitori 

The Auf ian forces fat down be- 
fore Belgrade on the wwellth of Sep- 
tember, and, with that good fortune 
which feemed almott conftantly to 
attend their prefent commander, 
the place, tovether with its nume- 
furrendered, after a 
vigorous reftitane ., on the ciehth of 
October. The reit of the cam- 
paren was little ele than a fue 
tion of the molt important fuceeffes; 
imitane: 


rous prarriuoo, 


sad 
{cCi- 


» that did not a 
contribute to this, was the fyf- 
Aultrians and 
ws, of fulfering the ‘Turkith 
march out .of the feveral 
Piraces they garrifoned without mo- 
leftation. Accordingly, while one 
detachment of ge neral 
forees took poffeffion of Czvernitz 
in Vvalachia, another made itfelf 


Serviae Bu- 


and a cirei 

“aa 

hit ic’ 
e ! 

tem ack pted 4 ov ear 

Rall ry 

troops to 


l oe | , 
wUdohnh 3 


mailer of C] idova iv 


charelt, the capital of the former of 
hefe nrovinces, fell withaus 
theic provinces, tcil without oppoh- 


tion into the hands of prince Co- 
- | ‘ ' 
bours Ss AVihihe Ak erman on tie 


Bk: Ch abl 


/ , 
Mans 5 Ana 


2 was reduced by the Ruf 
Bender 


. 8 
teimnnKin, not 


furrendcred to 

prince P without fu 
{picion of finilter 
the filteenth of 

only check 
a 

allied arms. 


practices, on 
November. One 
prefented itfelf to the 
The garrifon of Or- 


fova difplayed the moit inflexible 
conttancy; and marfhal Laudohn 
was obliged to raife the fiege of 


this plact in the middle of Dec em- 
i 3 ber, 
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after having fat down before 
Se for a period of fix weeks. Mean- 


while the fuccefles of his arms did 
not 2a entirely unqualified to the 
ears of the imperial Jofeph; and 
the period of his lait .ficknefs was 
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embittered by the defection of his 
fubjeéts in the Netherlands, whom 
his tyranny and caprice had, towards 
the clofe of the year 1789, driven 
into open rebellion. 





CHAP. 


Meeting of Parliament. 


IV. 


Vote of Supply. Difpute about the French Revoly. 


tion. Speaker's Salary augmented. Tobacco AG amended. Po/l-Horf 


Tax continued. Tontine. 


HILE the fummer of the 

year 1789 pafled away in 
England without producing any 
memorable event, it will be diftin- 
guifhed to the lateft pofterity by 
the revolution that took place in 
France, which could not fail to pro- 
duce a confiderable effect upon the 
fentiments and proceedings of the 
overnment of this country. We 
Rave not entered, in the prefent vo- 
lume, into the detail of this revolu- 
tion, labouring under the preflure 
of fubje&ts of a more temporary na- 
ture, and willing rather to incur the 
imputation of a trifling delay, than 
to permit ourfelves to treat in an 
inadequate manner fo dignified and 
illuftrious a theme. In the mean 
time no difadvantage will accrue 
from this — to the clearnefs and 
perfpicuity of our domeftic narra- 
tive. It was rather the general {pi- 
rit, than the minute particulars of 
the French revolution, that influ- 
enced the fentiments of the Britith 
legiflators, and furnifhed a topic for 
their difcufon. And where is the 
man {fo ignorant, where is the 
country fo diftant or fo barbarous, 
as not to have heard of this fpirit, 
or not in fome degree to have fhared 
the noblef{ enthufiafm that ever 


animated the minds of men? There 
was another tranfaction occafionally 
alluded to in the debates of parlia. 
ment; bearing indeed the fame 
name, but having little refemblanee 
to the genuine features of the 
French revolution, the infurre@iona 
of the Netherlands a rainit the Au 
itrian yoke. This was rather an 
affair of religion, than either of mo- 
rality or politics ; and, if we ex 
cept a {mall number, who were them. 
{elves maltreated by the predomi- 
nant party, there were none of the 
infurgents who in any degree um 
deritood the liberty, for which they 
would be thought to have contend. 
ed. This infurre€tion broke out ia 
the clofe of the year 1789 ; and its 
principal tranfa¢tions, and the ne 
gociations of its leaders with the 
courts of London and Berlin, be 
long, according to the plan we have 
marked out for ourfelves, to the 
next enfuing volume of our Regiiter. 
We would be underftood under each 
year to ftate the parliamentary tranl- 
actions of that year, together with 
thofe foreign affairs that direétly 
preceded the commencement of the 
feffion. 

The parliament eleéted in 1784 
met for its lait feflion on the twenty> 
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firit of January 1790. In the fpeech 
from the throne the king informed 
them, that, fince their laft meeting, 
the continuance of the war upon 
the continent, and the internal fitu- 
ation of different parts of Europe, 
had been produétive of events which 
had engaged his moft ferious atten- 
tion. tHe however received conti- 
nued affurances of the pacific difpo- 
fition of foreign powers towards 
this country ; and had great fatif- 
faction in refleéting on the happi- 
nefs we enjoyed in the increafing 
advantages of peace, and the unin- 
terrupted pofleffion of thofe inva- 
luable bleflings, which we had fo 
long derived from our excellent con- 
ftitution. He concluded with =1en- 
tioning the order of council which 
had been iffued with a view to the 
apprehended {carcity of corn; which 
meafure, as it exceeded the legal 
authority vefted in the executive 
power, was taken into the early con- 
fideration of parliament, and pro- 
vided for by an aét of indemnity 
pafled for that purpofe. 

The fupplies for the navy and 
army were fixed at the fame amount 
as they had been in the preceding 
feflion. This circumftance, when 
compared with the fituation of af- 
fairs in Europe, gave occafion to 
fome animadvertion, particularly un- 
der the head of the army. Mr. 
Marfham contrafted the eltablifh- 
ment propofed in the prefent etti- 
mate with the eftablithment of 177°, 
a year of peace preceding the com- 
mencement of the laft war. At that 
period we had feventy regiments, 
and at this feventy-feven. The 
peace eftablifhment, in the year 
1783, was fettled at fixty-eight re- 
giments, which it had been gene- 
rally underftood was to undergo a 
farther reduétion of four regiments 


mores Mr, Marfham and Mr. Pul- 
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teney 7 a upon the propriety of 
eC 


this difference with regard to the 
prefent juncture. Our territorial 

ffeffions were lefs than in 1775 

y the lofs of thirteen American 
colonies, of the province of Florida, 
and the ifland of Minorca. In 
reality, they faid, the principal dif- 
ficulty of government had always 
been to know how to difpofe of the 
great number of troops they main- 
tained. It was this circumitance 
that had formerly induced miniiters 
to fend ten thoufand men to North 
America, where it was notorious 
that they could be of no real fer- 
vice. For the tame reafon probably 
it was that the garrifon of Gibral- 
tar at this moment contained only 
ninety men lefs, than the num- 
ber formerly thought fufficient for 
the protection both of that forirefs 
and of Minorca. It was faid that 
the Spaniards would eagerly em- 
brace an opportunity of recovering 
it, and therefore it ought to be put 
in a condition to prevent the pof 
fibility of a furprife. Were the 
Spaniards more eager now than 
they had been ever fince it was firft 
taken? Were they ina better con- 
dition, or more likely to make the 
attempt ? To what end then was the 
garrifon nearly doubled? ‘The Weit- 
Indian iflands were the next fource 
of the increafed eitablifiment. Why 
were they to be more numeroully 
garrifoned than they had hitherto 
been? For what purpofe had the 
numberof the king’s troops in the 
Eaft-Indies been fo contiderably 
augmented? In no quarter of the 
globe were our pofleflions in danger 
of an attack from France. We had no- 
thing to apprehend from the Dutch, 
who were now our good friends 
and allies. Our recent conneétions 
with Holland, the king of Pruffia, 
and other continental powers, if they 
I 4 were 




























































° 
;? 


were founded upoa wile principles, 
were reafons for diminifhing and not 
for augmenting our military force, 
Mr. Fox was of opinion, that 
this might not be a fit period for 
the reductioa of taxes. The unfa- 
yourable fiuation of our finances 
made it peceflary to keep them up 
to their prefeat flandard. There 
was an advantage however, that in 
his opinien might be derived from 
the peculiarity of the prefent pe- 
riod, the reducing our eitablith- 
ments, and applying our revenue to 
the extiaGtion of our debt. At the 
fame time he acknowledged, that, 
if ever there could be a moment in 
which he fhould be lefs jealous than 
ufual of an increafe of the army, 
from any danger to be apprehended 
to the conftizution, the prelent was 
that precile moment. The example 
of a neighbouring nation had proved, 
that the former imputations upon 
fianding armies were unfounded ca- 
lumnies ; and it was now univerfally 
known through all Europe, that a 
man by becoming a foldier did not 
ceafe to be a citizen. That this 
country had efcaped the tumults 
and difraGions w which other 
countries were involved, might be 
imputed to our having pafied the 
ordeal, aud already poffeiling that 
for which other countries were laud- 
ably contending. We had long en- 
re the advantages of a free and 
appy conititution, and could not 
theretore be expoled to the incon- 
veniences infeparable from the ne- 
cellity of fra ing Mr. 
Pox dec! that the luppofed ne- 
celuty of keeping up fo large and 
expenlive an ellabliihment, in his 
opinion, role from idle chimeras and 
pretence. The new form that the 
governmecat of Fraace was likely to 
aflume, would, he was perfuaded, 
render her a better ncighbour, and 


ub) a new cae. 
; 


red, 
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lefs propenfe to hoftility, than whe, 
fhe was {ubject to the cabal and ip, 
trigues of ambitions and interefted 
ftatefmen. From Spain we had lit. 
tle to fear, when not impelled by 
the force of the family compad, 
Some perfons indeed might be of 
opinion that this was the time to 
take advantage of the fituation of 
France. That opinion in one feafe 
coincided with his own. But how 
was an advantage to be taken? Nog 
by triumphing in her diftrefs, nog 
by ungeneroully attacking her do 
minions when fhe was but il able to 
defend them, not by imitating her 
conduét towards this country in the 
ate war; but by convincing her that 
we cquid at once be generous te 
wards her and conliderate for our. 
felves, by reducing our eltablifh, 
ment with a view tothe diminution 
of our rational incumbrances. 

Mr. Pitt undertook to vindicate 
the prefent enlarged peace etiablith, 
ment of the army. He acknow. 
ledged that the tumultuous fitua, 
tion of France, and the friendly af 
furances of the greater part of the 
powers of the continent, feemed ta 
infure us a pro{pect of tranquillity 
and peace. But he was far from 
admitting that this was a fuficient 
reafon for reducing our eftablifh. 
ments. On the contrary he conceived 
that the ufe it became us to make 
of the prefent favourable fituation, 
when our former rivals were unable 
to check our exertions, was to rail 
ourfelves to a ftate of fuch refpec 
tability, as to leave no hopes to 
their tuture hoflility. He argued 
in favour of an enlarged American 
eftablithment, from the very circum. 
ftance of our lefs of the thirteen co 
lonies. This gave us a more ¢& 
tended frontier to defead, than at 
the time when we had no power 
upon that continent to oppole Uh 
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and of confequence rendered a 
greater army neceflary. Mr. Pitt 
arguc “d from the events of the late 
wer in favour of the ime timable 
ralue of Gibraltar, and of the bad 
coniequences that refulted from our 
former mode of defence ia the Wet 
Indies. Tie} prefent convulfions of 
France, he obferved, mutt fooner or 
later term inate in general harmony 
and regular order; thongh he con- 
felied there was a probs bility, that, 
while the fortunate arrangements of 
fuch a fituatidn might reader her 
more formidable, they would alfo 
convert her into a lefs refllefs neigh- 
bour. He hoped he fhould do no- 
thing wrong as an Englifhman, 
while 2s a man he withed the refto- 
ration of the tranquillity of France; 
though that event appeared to him 
coniiderably diftant. Whenever it 
arrived, and her inhabitants became 
truly free, they muil be in poffeffion 
of a freedom re fulting from order 
and cood government ; they would 
then ttand . een as one of the mott 
brill int powers in Europe; nor 
could he regard with envious eyes 
an approx imation towards thofe fen- 
timents, which were characterillic of 
every Gritith fubject. 

It isan article of fome curiofity, 
to trace the fentiments of the Britith 
miniilry upon the fubject of the 
French revolution. ‘The fpeétacle 
that was exhibited in the outfet, 
was that of a nation long broken 
to the galling yoke of defpotifm, 
that were at length become confci- 
ous of their rights, and ftruggled to 
be free. This ipe€tacle could fearce- 
ly fail to be interefling to every up- 
right and impartial miud ; and Mr. 
Pitt, who had commenced his poli- 
tical career under the ftandard of 
liberty and reform, might reafon- 

ably be expected to entertain fome 
iympathy for their exertions. Ma- 
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derate men, as they were called, 
indulged the hope, that France 
would model her government upon 
the fyitem of the Englifh conftitu- 
tion, or at lealt would fecure to her- 
felf a freedom fomewhat approach- 
ing that of which we were in pof- 
fe ar But, when it was feen 
that the French difdained to cons 
fine themfelves to the imitation of 
any other people, and were rather 
ambitious to hold up a ftandard 
that fhould excite the defire of fo- 
reign countries, the cafe was ex- 
tremely altered. ‘That moderate 
temper, which at firft di¢tated ap- 
probation, now began to conceive 
alarm: and men, msenchted in the 
maintenance of things in their pre- 
fent ftate, did not fail to appre- 
hend, that fo confpicuous and no- 
table an example might by degrees 
infect the Englith, as well as other 
nations, with the defire of innova- 
tion. Whatever were the original 
fentiments of the sige admini- 
tration refpecting the fcenes a@tue 
ally tranfacting in Piaialt the ob- 
ject of the revolutionilts was fuffici- 
ently develo ped, and of confequence 
a fpirit of caution excited, previ- 
oufly to the period of which we are 
treating. No deliberation feemed 
to be more important, than that 
en fhould determine the condué 
» be purfued by government up- 
on this inte refting fu! hye 5 whe- 
ther means of gentlenefs and for- 
bearance on the one hand, or thofe 
of violence and determined oppofi- 
tion on the other, would beft pre- 
vent the contagion of republicanifm 
and reform from fpreading its ine 
fection among the people of Eng- 
land. The fentiments of Mr. Pitt, 
whiel we have juft been ena 
feem to be conliderably faveurab 
to the leaders in France ; but it was 
fufiicicntly known that thofe fen- 
tumcnts 
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timents were not unmixed with dif- 


ion, and the friends of the 
ener doomed themfelves at _ 
k in a more open and cx- 
slic oe upon the fubj . Vil- 
count Valletort, who moved 
the addres to the king upon the 
firt day of the feflion, exprefled 
great compaffion for the prefent 
unhappy fituation of France, of 
rg as he obferved, no province 
was altogether free from anarchy 
and confufion ; the moft unexampled 
barbaritics had been committed with 
impunity; families of diftin¢ction 
had been obliged to fly for an afy- 
lum to other countries; and, to 
conclude the os fcene, the 
king himfelf was almolt a prifoner 
in his own palace. Colonel Phipps 
took occation, from the remarks of 
Mr. Fox upon the conduct of the 
military in France, to obferve, that 
pie bellowed upon them, was in 
is opinion rather a poor corpli- 
ment to the profeflion in general. 
if Mr. Fox had wanted a fubject 
for panegyric, he ought rather to 
have looked to the conduct of the 
Englith army during the riots of 
1780. He would there have feen 
foldiers indeed feeling as citizens ; 
but not induced, by any falle con- 
clufion from thofe feclings, to put 
themfelves at the head of {chemes 
of anarchy and cruchty ; not join- 
ing thofe who were rictoufly vio- 
hating the public peace, and {cat- 
tering ruin among individuals ; but 
patiently fubmitting to infult, main- 
taining the laws of the realm, and 
acting under the authority of the 
civil power. 

In the mean time the fubject of 
the Freach revolution was more ful- 
ly difeufled on the ninth of Februa- 
ry, when the vote of fupply for the 
army came afecond time under con- 
fderation, ‘The fubjctt was revived 
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a Mr. Burke, who declared him. 
felf in the moft emphatical manner 
an enemy to the meafures that had 
lately taken place in France. Itis 
a circumftance fufliciently wonder. 
ful, that a man of fo comprehentive 
an intelleét, of fuch aftonithing abi. 
lity, and of fo great natural and ac. 
quired powers, fhould have commit. 
ted a millake in fo great and effen. 
tial a point. There are however 
fome confiderations, that will enable 
us partly to account for fo flrangea 
phenomenon. Mr. Burke entered 
ito political life not fo properly 
from the introduction of his own 
eminent talents, as by the patronage 
of the marquis of Rockingham, 
himnfelf a nobleman, and the mem. 
ber of a fadlion that had long been 
diflinguifhed by their high arifto- 
cratical principles. Under thefe 
circumftances Mr. Burke probably 
conceived, as a thoufand wife men 
had done before him, that it was 
his bufinefs to aim, not at all the 
good which his imagination fug- 
getted to him, but Hn at the good 
which in his fituation appeared 
practicable. Men thus circum. 
flanced foon come to fvothe the 
fervour of their zeal, by an inge- 
nious diftinction between theory and 
practice, between that which is 
eternally truc, and that which, 
though eternally falfe, they con- 
ceive to be the belt that can be 
adapted to the corruptions of man- 
kind. Having once adopted thefe 
principles, Mr. Burke employed the 
unrivalled powers of his mind ra- 
ther im illultrating and adorning 
them, than in accurately examining 
the foundation upon which they 
relled. Accordingly, through his 
whole life he has been diftinguithed 
as the ardent champion of arilto- 
cracy. ‘Truth indeed occafionally 
broke in upon him, but foon gave 
way 
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way to the irregular and undue bias 
that habit had created. When he 
contemplated the republics of an- 
tiquity, however imperfeétly they 
were framed, he could not avoid 
perceiving that they were produc- 
tive of many virtues, and much 
energy of mind, to which modern 
times have been nearly flrangers. 
Hecould not help declaring that “he 
loved, he revered, and adored the 
true principles of republicanifm,”’ 
and exclaiming upon this mode of 
overnment as * a venerable and 
illuftrious fabric, the labour of cen- 
turies, the admiration of ages, and 
the mother of heroifm*.” There 
was another incident that tempora- 
rily diverted Mr. Burke from the 
yurfuit of the erroneous fyftem he 
Pad adopted. This was the Ame- 
rican revolt; the vindication of 
which, from the circumttances of 
the times, became an object with 
the party of which Mr. Burke was 
a member; and it was impoffible 
that, while he reafoned with the 
acutenefs of his mind upon fuch a 
fubject, he fhould not advance many 
principles altogether incompatible 
with the narrow fyftem he had em- 
braced. But thefe were temporary 
deviations, from which his mind 
returned to its cherifhed millake. 
Nor was ariflocratical prejudice the 
only difadvantage under which his 
mind laboured in the prefent in- 
tance. His attachment tothe caufe 
of relirion was certainly not lefs 
than his attachment to the caufe of 
ariflocracy, He therefore looked 
on Voltaire and the free-thinkers of 
France with a fpecies of horror; 
and he confidered the revolution of 
1786 as the victory of free-thinking 
and licentioufnefs over morals and 
revelation. So ftrongly has his mind 
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been pervaded with this prejudice, 
that many years ago, when Mr, 
Turgot was at the head of the 
French adminiftration, he was per- 
fuaded to believe that a project was 
formed by the then government for 
the civil eftabluhment of atheifm, 
though neither Turgot nor Voltaire 
were atheilts; and was adtually con- 
vinced, that no man at that time 
could obtain the loweft fituation ia 
any of the public offices, without 
previoufly declaring his perfualion 
that there was no God, It can 
fcarcely be matter of furprife, that a 
perfon, who at that time could be 
imprefled with fo groundlels an 
alarm, fhould be fhocked at the dar- 
ing and innovating fpirit of the ne 
tional allembly. Meanwhile the ar- 
dour and intrepidity of Mr. Burke 
in defence of his errors, mull be to 
the candid mind the ftrongelt of all 
proofs of his fincerity ; and his inde- 
fativable exertions will no doubt be 
finally productive of the greateft ad- 
vantage to the caufle of jultice, 
equality and truth. 

In his Speech upon the prefent 
occafion My. Burke anon 2g 
that he had rifen chiefly for the pur- 
pofe of noticing what he was in 
formed Mr. Fox had faid upon the 
fubject of the French revolution, 
He was fully perfuaded that Mr. 
Fox had by no means intended to 
countenance any thing hoflile to 
the Englith conttitution, But he was 
anxious that he fhould not be mifun- 
derfltood ; and he conceived that it 
would be the greatelt of all calami- 
tics for this country, if any fet of 
men among us fhould endeavour to 
hold up the late tranfaétions in 
France as a fit object for our imita- 
tion. Mr. Burke examined the 
prefent flate of Europe, and con- 


* New Anoual Regifter for 1729, p. 128, 
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demned in very pointed terms the 
high rate at which our military 
efablifhment was taken in the pre- 
fent eftimates. In looking over the 
Keography of this quarter of the 
world, he faw a great gap, a vatt 
blank, the fpace hitherto occupied 
by France, and which was no longer 
pt Ba importance in the balance of 


powe re 





Jacet ingens littore qruncus, 

Avullumque humeris caput, & fine ne. 

minc corpus. 

Trance, he faid, had always been 
an object for our vigilance, whether 
we confidered her as an enemy or a 
friend. Under the former of thefe 
charaéters, fhe had made herfelf fuf- 
ficiently confpicuous ; and as to the 
latter it might be obferved, that our 
friend{hip and intercourfe with that 
nation had formerly been, and might 
become again, more dangerous than 
their worlt hoflility. In the latt 
century Louis the Fourteenth had 
eflablithed a greater military force, 
and a more perte cl defpotiim, than 
had ever before exited in Europe. 
His example had infected all the 
acighbouring powers; and in par. 
ticular our fovercigns, king Charles 
the Second, and king James the Se- 
cond, were fmitten with admiration 
of a government fo flattcring to the 
pride of kings. The good patriots 
of that day however had ftruggled 
againgit. ‘They fought for nothing 
more anxioully than to break off 
all communication with France, 
and by the aflilance of reli rious 
animofities this purpofe was in ome 
degree efieQed. In the lail aye we 
had been in danger of being en- 
tangled by the example of France 
in the net of a relentiefs defpotifm. 
Our prefent danger, from the model 
ef a people whofe charaécr knew 
no medium, was that of being led, 
through an admiration of fuccefsful 


BRITISH 








AND 


fraod and violence, to imitate the 
excefles of an irrational, unprig, 
cipled, profcribing, confilcating, 
plundering, ferocious, bloody aud 
tyrannical democracy. 

The French had made their wa 
through the deflruction of their 
country to a bad contlitution, whey 
they were abfolutcly in poffeffion of 
a good one. They were in pole. 
fion of it the day the flates general 
met in feparate orders. Their buf. 
nefs, had they been either virtuous 
or wile, or indeed had they beew 
Jeft to their own judgement, was to 
fecure the ftability and independence 
of the conflitution which was thus 
given them, and to redrefs fuch 
gricvances as might call for their 
uiterference, But initead of this, 
to which they were called by the 
monarch, and fent by their country, 
they were influenced to take a ve 
different courte, They dellroved 
all thefe balances and checks which 
ferve to give lteadinefs to a conlli- 
tution; and melted down the whole 
into one incongruous, — ill-digetted 
mals. Wath th¢ mott atrocious per- 
fidy and breach of all faith among 
men, they laid the axe to the root 
of property, and confequently of 
national profperity, by the princis 
ples they eflablifhed, and the exam. 
ple they fet in confifcating the pol 
jeffions of the church. ‘T'hey made 
and recorded a fort of inttitute and 
digelt of anarchy, called the rights 
of man; an inflitute, that fubverted 
the flate, and brought on fuch cala 
mities as no country without a long 
war had ever been kuown to fufler, 
A blind and cruel democracy had 
carried every thing before them 
Their conduct was marked with the 
moit favage and unfecling barbarity, 
They had no other fyftem, than 4 
determination to deflroy all order, 
fubvert all artangement, and reduce 
every 
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every rank and defcription of men 
to one level. Their fignal of at- 
tack was the war-whoop, their li 
herty was licentioufnefs, and their 
religion atheifm. 

Mr. Burke was forry that a pro- 
ceeding like this thould by any one 
be compared to the glorious” event, 
commonly called the revolution, in 
England. In tiuth, the circum- 
tances of our revolution and that of 
France were the reverfe of each 
other in almoft every particular. 
With us it was the cafe of a legal 
monarch attempting arbitrary pow- 
er; in France it was the cafe of an 
arbitrary monarch beginning, from 
whatever caufe, to legalize his au- 
thority. With us we got rid of the 
man, and preferved the conftituent 
parts of A es ftate. What we did 
was, in truth and in a conftitutional 
licht, a revolution, not made, but 
prevented, We did not impair the 
monarchy; perhaps it might be fhewn 
that we confiderably added to its 
ftreneth. ‘The eftates, the majelty, 
and the {plendour of the church con- 
tinued the fame. We began with res 
paration, and not with ruin. All the 
energies of the country were awak- 
enced. England never prefented a 
firmer countenance or a more vifo- 
rous arm to her rivals and her ene- 
mics, 

Mr. Burke added, that the fi pa- 
ration of a limb from his body could 
fearcely give him more pain, than 
the idea of differing violently and 
publicly with Mr. Fox in opinion. 
He was confident however, that 
the occafion would never be afford- 
ed; but, if he could allow himfelf 
to make the fuppofition, and if his 
deareft friend upon earth were to 
act a part fo irreconcileable with 
what he regarded as the firit duty 
of a member of the Englifh parlia- 
ment, asto countenance any attempt 
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to overturn our conflitution, he 
edged himfelf to oppofe him, 
He trufted that what he now faid 
would not be miiconttrued into a 
defertion of the men with whom he 


had fo long aéted. He wifhed, as 
one of the greateft benefits that 
could befal this country, to fee an 
eminent fhare of power in the hands 
of Mr. Fox. He knew, that, to 
his great and matterly underftand- 
ing, he joined the utmoft poffible 
degree of moderation; that he was 
of the mott artlefs, candid, open 
and benevolent difpofttion s difin- 
terelted in the extreme; of a tem- 
per mild and placable even to a 
fault ; and without one drop of galk 
in his conftitution. Mr. Burke 
trulted that he thould not be con- 
fidered as an enemy to reformation. 
Almott every bufinefs in which he 
had been much coneerned, from the 
firit day he fat in that houfe, had 
been a bufine!s of reformation ; and, 
when he was not emploved m core 
recting, he had been enraged tn re#’ 
filting abufes, But the time was 
come, when it was neceffary to draw’ 
a line between reformation and de- 
ftruction, that wife forefight that 
provided arainit abufe, and that 
wild {pirit of innovation with whicly 
nothing was facred. 

Mr. Fox expreled great concern 
at being o} livred to make a few re 
marks in antwer to the fpecch of 
Mr. Burke. Ite profeffed for him 
the hi rheit reverence and ctteem 5 
and declared, that, were he to put all 
the political information that he had 
rained from books, all that he hat 
learned from feience, or that any 
knowledve of the world and ite 
affairs had taught Inm into one great 
fcale, and the improvemeat he had 
derived from Mr. Burke’s inftruc- 
tion and converfation into the other, 
he fhould be at a lofe to which of 
the 
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the two to decide the preference. 
Mr. Fox repeated his defence of 
the French proceedings; at the fame 
time declaring, that he was him- 
felf equally the enemy of all abfo- 
lute forms of government, whether 
monarchy, ariftocracy or demo- 
cracy. He was a friend only to 
a mixed government like our own, 
in which if the arillocracy, or 
indeed any of the three branches, 
were deftroyed, the good cflect of 
the whole, and the happinefs de- 
rived under it, would in his mind 
be at an end. 

Mr. Sheridan was more unquali- 
fied in his difapprobation of the 
reafonings of Mr. Burke, and re- 
marked, that he differed from him 
in almoit every word he had uttered 
re{pecting the French revolution, 
He exprefled his furprife at its be- 
ing poflible for a man of his general 
principles, or indeed for any one 
who valued our government and the 
Englith revolution, to feel fuch in- 
diynation and abhorrence of the pa- 
triotic proceedings in France. He 
was as ready as Mr. Burke to detett 
the crucltics that had been commit- 
ted ; but what was the {triking lef- 
fon, the awful moral, that thefe out- 
rages taught? A deeper abhorrence 
of that fyflem of de{potic govern- 
ment, which had fo deformed and 
corrupted human nature; of a fpe- 
cics of government, that trampled 
upon the property, the liberty, and 
the lives of its fubjects: that dealt 
in extorucn » au 
ture, and thot prepared beforchand a 
day of fanguinar y vengeance, waca 
the irmtated populace fhould poi- 
{ets themfelves of power. But, 
whatever were thefe outrages, was 
the national ailembly in any refpect 
aniwerable for the that aflem- 
bly, which had exerted a firmnefs 
and pericverance litherto unexam- 


neous and tor- 


-—~ 


— 


BRITISH AND 





pled, that had fecured the liberty 
of France, and vindicated the caule 
of mankind? What action of theirs 
authorifed the appellation of a 
bloody, ferocious and tyrannical 
democracy? Mr. Burke had affert- 
ed, that the French might have re. 
ceived a good conttitution from the 
monarch. Had it then been pre. 
pared for them in the camp of mar. 
thal Broglio? or were they to fearch 
for it in the ruins of the Baltille? 
Mr. Sheridan purfued the fubjed 
with great ardour, and compliment. 
ed individually the marquis de la 
Fayette, Mr. Bailly, and others of 
the French patriots. He avowed 
an eager and fanguine hope, that 
the defpotifm of Irance would never 
be reftored. In dehring however 
that their government might be 
radically amended, he obferved, that 
he could not juftly be confidered as 
approving a wanton perfecution of 
the nobility, or an infult upon royal- 
ty. It was confiftent with the {pirit 
of the molt perfect conftitution, that 
the monarch fhould retain all the 
prerogatives becoming the firft ma- 
gillrate of fo great a country. 

Mr. Burke anfwered Mr. Shen- 
dan with indignation. He declared 
that from that moment he and that 
gentleman were for ever feparated 
in politics. In the inttant however 
of feparation he might have expeé- 
ed a fair and candid fatement of 
his argument, and believed that 
fomething was due to the ghof of 
departed friendfhip. He appealed 
to every one that knew him, whe 
ther he could be juftly charged with 
being the advocate of defpotifm ; or 
whether through his whole life he 
had not perpetually appeared on the 
fide of privilege, moderation and 
jultice. He denied, that he had ut- 
tered a ingle word, that could be 
conitrued into an imputation of 
cruelty 
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cruelty and ferocioufnefs againft the 
national aflembly ; or that had coun- 
tenanced the idea of feeking a con- 
#itution from marfhal Broglio at 
the head of his army, or amidft the 
dungeons of the Battille. He con- 
cluded that Mr, Sheridan had made 
a facrifice of his friendfhip in ex- 
change for the applaufe of clubs and 
affociations ; and aflured him, that 
he would find the acquifition too 
infignificant, to be worth the price 
at which it was purchaied. 

Mr. Pitt feemed to be encouraged 
by the invective of Mr. Burke toa 
more explicit avowal of his fenti- 
ments. He declared, that he agreed 
with him in almoft every point that 
he had urged refpeéting the late com- 
motions m France. He drew a 
comparifon between the happy and 
genuine freedom enjoyed by Eng- 
lifhmen, and the unqualified nomi- 
val liberty of France, which was in 
fact at the prefent moment the 
mott abfolute, direét and intolera- 
ble flavery. He might differ with 
Mr. Burke in regard to fome parti- 
culars, but he trufted they did not 
differ in fundamental principles. He 
felt himfelf bound to acknowledge, 
that the fentiments Mr. Burke had 
that day profefled refpecting the 
Brith conttitution filled him with 
the fincereft fatisfa&tion ; and the 
manner, in which he had pledged 
himfelf to maintain it for ever invio- 
late, entitled him to the gratitude 
ot his fellow citizens at prefent, and 
of the lateft polterity. 

The vote of fupply for the ex- 
penditure of the odice of ordnance 
underwent confiderable difcuffion in 
the prefent feffion; but the topics 
debated and the arguments adduced 
were for the moft part fimilar to 
thofe which we have detailed in our 
preceding volumes. The expendi- 
‘ure was aflerted to be prodigal, ill- 
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advifed and injudicious, in the erec- 
tion of fortifications in the Weft- 
Indies, in the addition of new works 
at Gibraltar,and in certain buildin 
carried on at Plymouth, sashes 
a houfe for the ufe of the governor, 
who was tlated to be ufually a non- 
refident, and his office afinecure. Mr. 
Courtenay, formerly furveyor general 
of the ordnance,moved for a commit- 
tee to enquire into thefe complaints ; 
and, inthe fpeech by which he in- 
troduced the motion, he undertook 
to prove, that the duke of Rich- 
mond, mailer general, had arrogated 
to himfelé applaufe which he did not 
deferve, and laid down rules of 
ceconomy which he did not follow ; 
that he had unneceflarily demanded 
the public Money 5 that he had ac- 
cumulated a balance for feveral 
years which he had ftudioufly con- 
cealed; that, when any ordnance 
documents had been moved for, the 
accounts given in had been erro- 
neous; that the eflimates of forti- 
fication were deceitful; that he 
had introduced a_ regulation by 
which every foldier and artificer colt 
the public fix or feven thillings a day 
inflead of halfa crown; that he had 
wafted the public treafure in the 
Well-Indies ; and that he never laid 
down a fyitem from which he did 
not afterwards deviate. The mo- 
tion of Mr. Courtenay was carried 
in the nevative. 

A tranfa¢tion, that related to the 
difpofal of the public money, and 
which may therefore with propriety 
be tlated in this place, related to the 
falary of fpeaker of the houfe of 
commons, which, exclufive of fer- 
vices of plate and other incidental 
advantages, amountcd to three thou- 
fand pounds per annum. It was 
fettled, that certain refpeétable mem- 
bers from the oppolition fide of the 
houfe fhould be toremolt in bringing 
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on this meafure, and it was accord- 
ingly carried with great unanimity ; 
Mr. Hufley only oppoling it, as 
teading to augment the influence of 
the crown, and particularly com- 
daining of that part of the mouon, 

which it was propoied to take the 
additional falary out of the finking 
fund, and not out of the civil lift. 
It was intended to raife the income 
of the fpeaker’s office to the annual 
grnount Mf five thoufand pounds, 
which fum Mr. Burke however 
ftated as being even then infuffietent ; 
and in this opinion the houte fo 
completely coincid ed, that an amend- 
ment for increaling the ipeci fe fum 
to fix thoufand pounds, though 
moved by a commoner of little 
perfonal weight, was carried by a 
majority of more than ave fo one. 
Tr was fupported by Mr. by at 
the fame time that Mr delired 
that the am endmet nt mrcht be with 
drawn, as pre ferrine the fum which 
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had been adopted upon mature de- 
liberation, to that which wot prompt- 
ed by a momentary ( hon, 

A tonic, wi : ’ 5 
great an effort Of abriity a6 anv tha 
wis a forward inthe courie 
of the feffion, was the motion of 
Mr. Sherida: rreneal ¢ Ve 
of the eed t, jectine 
the manufacture of toh >to the 
fury *y of the « "| 
turers were bey } . thy ‘ nfel, 
and 2 confidera! body of eviden 
wos adduced to rrove the 4 - 
tion that had b 
aét itfelf was tn procrefs, that the 
furvev of the e> ‘was mepplicable 
fo the manufacture of tobac 

M+. Sheridan intreduced his mo- 
thon en the iixte rth of Anr? . 
m a ttrein of the moi! forcible elo- 
quence ende i to fet forth 
all the enormities with which the 
Covection of the exciic wee attended, 
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He began with ftatin gs that no effure 
had “. en left u meniploved to deter 
the manufacturers irom brin gin r fore 
ward the prefent motions ‘I'hey had 
been loaded with every » $c pecies of eae 
lumny ; and he as well as ther had 
been ehds avoured to be deterred by 
the affautts of daily mifrepretentation, 
W! av ilpe rs and repo rts hi id heen ‘ee 
pagated of jealoufies entertained of 
him by fome of his dearett friends, 
and of an oppolition atirmed to 
have been made by the duke of 
Portland agamift certain views and 
expectations that he was faid to have 


entertained. Mr. Sheridan aff —_ 
that no reps rt could be mor 
rou! vets § a id ack pomberecinirgs had 


had it in his power to make the man) 
whofe good opinion he fhould mot 
hichly prize, think flat terin gly of 
him, ‘he fhould only defire tl ‘at man 
to think of him precifely as the duke 
of Portland did, and his ambition ups 
on the fubjec 
eratified. ‘il o whieh 
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' 1 nse { } 
Wold be Molt ampiy 
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he alluded ¢ braun 
of his traducers; he defied ary man 
to charve lim with one 4 : that 
( wuld be tortured into a Vik tion of 
any encagement he had ever torial 
if | id be truly charged with 
anv ronourable, mear or unman- 
ly proceeding, his feelings would 
indeed be different from th: fe with 
which he was now impreffed ; his 
mind in that cate would me him 
more then ¢ bitterett rep ‘gaches 
of his nvolt calumniating enemiess 
‘irs Sueridan added, that he had 
‘1 h ro treated thote afper 10n$ 
with contemptuous filence ; and that 
i¢ hould not even huve beltowed 
upon t 1 this momentary n Licey 
if he had not found fome reafon to 
marine, a reafon which had oe 
curr d onty a few hours ago, thet 
thefe charges were confidered by 


many perfons as founded in truth. 
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Mr. Sheridan proceeded to ex- 
gmizie the fpirit and fyftem of the 
reventue by excife. He held in his 
hand a book, which contained only 
ten adts of parliament for enforcing 
this mode of collection; and he 
would venture to declare; that in 
no age or country had the blackelt 
defpotifm puriued meafures more 
tyrannical, cruel and oppreflive, than 
were to be found in that book. ‘Te 
would prove an endlefs tafk to point 
out the various inftances which had 
come to his knowledge of the op- 
preflive fpirit of the excite. He 
would content himfelf with one. 
An eminent diftiller of a very fair 
chara¢ter had occation to difpute a 
judgment, by which a quantity of 
fpirits had been feized and con- 
demned, as being above proof. He 
had maintained, that they were not 
above proof; that Clarke’s hydro- 
meter, by which they had been 
tried, was faulty ; and that, if the 
{pirits were tried by accurately made 
hydrometers, they would be found 
to be fuch as the law required them 
to be. The cafe turned out to be 
wrecifely as the difliller had fkated ; 
Mr. Clarke had admitted that his 
hydrometer was faulty, and requefl- 
ed the commiffioners of excife to 
rive him leave to amend it. What 
Rad their condu@t actually been? 
They had procured a claufe to be 
inferted in a general bill, ena¢ting 
that Clarke’s hydrometer fhould in 
future be the legal ftandard. This 
fingle inftance might afford fome idea 
of the {pirit of the excife laws} the 
idea however would be faint, and fall 
infinitely fhort of the reality. If in 
the courfe of a trial it was found, 
that a perfon, whofe goods were 
feized, had been able to recover 
them, a new claufe or a€&t was pro- 
vided to meet this particular cafe. 
So that the fyftem of exeife laws 
i 790. 
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was not founded on any general prin- 
ciple, but advanced regularly from a 
lower to a higher a te of oppref- 


fion. In the reign of king’ Charles 
the Second, when the fyitem began 
to appear, an excife officer could 
not break into a houfe, without an 
iaformation upon oath, without a 
warrant from a juftice of peace, and 
the prefence of a conftable ; and no 
houle, even with all thefe precau- 
tions, could be entered by an excife- 
man in the nights But by degrees 
all thefe barriers, erected for the 
protection of liberty, were beaten 
down, ‘here were certain cafes in 
which the trader was admitted to 
appeal to trial by jury: but even 
here the trader and the excifeman 
did not go into court, as ought to 
be the cafe in a free country, upon 
equal terms. If goods were feized, 
the owner becaine obliged to prove 
that they had paid the duty; but 
the officer was not likewife reduced 
to the necefltty of proving that they 
were feizable. The officer could 
bring his action within three years, 
the trader within three months. 
The latter was compelled to give 
notice in writing of the grounds on 
which he intended to proceed. He 
was rellrained at the time of trial 
from entering into any frefh evi- 
dence; and after all, though the 
jury, on finding the conduét of the 
officer to be vexatious, malicious 
and oppreflive, fhould give the trader 
five thoufand pounds damages, yet 
if the judge fhould eertify that there 
was probable ground for the feizure, 
thefe damages might be reduced to 
two-pence. Mr. Sheridan thought 
highly of the integrity and patriot- 
ifm of the prefent judges; but he 
did not conceive it fitting that the 
liberty and property of the fubje& 
fhould depend upon the character of 
individuals. He might perhaps be 

¥ ° told, 
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told, that the fling of the excife 


laws was taken away by the mode- 
ration with which they were ¢Xe- 
cuted. The attorney - general, fir 
Archibald Macdonald, had faid, 
upon a former occafion, that in fact 
not more than feven and a half per 
cent. was levied of all the fines and 

nalties incurred by the traders. 

is very moderation was a ground 
for alarm. It fhewed that thole, 
who incurred penaltics under the 
excife laws, held ninety-two and a 
half per cent. of their property at 
the plcafure of the crown, and con- 
fequently were obliged to fubmit to 
any thing rather than offend the go- 
vernment of the day. Lying thus 
at the mercy of adminiltration, their 
fpirit was broken down, and they 
became lefs good citizens and tub- 
jects than they were before. Mr. 
Sheridan read a letter from an emi- 
nent manufacturer of the town of 
Hull, from which it appeared, that 
he regarded the att as oppreflive, 
abfurd and impracticable ; and that 
two at leall out of the three partners 
in his houfe had been upon the 
oint of retiring from it on accoun 
of this at; yet he was of opinion 
that the manufacturers ought to ac- 
quiefee, left by throwing themfelves 
into the arms of oppofition they 
fhould become expofed to the dif- 
pleafure of proverime nt. Such was 
the mode of thinking and acting, 
into which a frce-born fubjeet mi; 
be driven by the oppreflive foirit ot 
the excife. Nor was this to be 
wondered at. The officers of ex- 
eile . without any one motive to treat 
with refpeet the libertics of the 
people, had fome tc mptation to ene 
deavour to deftroy them. The le- 
giflature had deprived thefe office rs 
of their elefiive franchife, by an 
aft, for which it was true he had 
himfclf voted; but in fo doing he 
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had been guided rather by his hi 
opinion of thofe who had propofed 
it, than by the dictates of his own 
judyment ; for he held the birth. 
right of men to be too facred a pro. 
perty to be taken from them with. 
out the moft tmvincible neceffity, 
Smarting however under this dif. 
franchifement, they might be ex. 
pected to go forth with the pleaf. 
ing- hope of revenging the affront 
they had theinfelves received by ha. 
raffing and oppreffing others. And 
yet thefe were the perfons who were 
to be the public fpirited deftroyen 
of {muggling, and the reflorers of 
fair and honeft principles of trade, 
‘Thefe degraded teachers, reprobat- 
ed reformers, and excommunicated 
miffionaries, with brands upen their 
backs, and fcourges in their hands, 
would no doubt eitablifh a fyftem of 
commerce, equally ufeful to governs 

ment and to the trading intereft, 
Mr. Sheridan undertook to prove, 
that, fo far from its being true, a 
had lately feemed to ave biel fup- 
pofed, that queftions of commerce 
did not a the country gentle 
men, they had even a greater inte 
ret in them than the traders them- 
folves. In whit manner was the na 
tional debt to be extinguifhed ? At 
prefent the land ftood pledged for 
the payment of it; but the foil it 
felf, the flocks and herds that grazed 
upon it, and the ere dug from tts 
howe's, were infufficient, and mutt 
ftand mortgaged for ever, unlefs re 
deemed by that which bid defiance 
to {pace or time, the inexhauttible 
relource of trade, fupported by the 

irretiltible energy of enterprize, a 
protected by the inviolable fanétion 
of the legiflature. The trades 
themfelves, on the other hand, had 
ulu ally no permanent or hereditary 
intereft in trade. It was their wih 
to get out of it as foon as they 
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could. They might therefore be 
ynxious only fpeedily to enrich 
themfelves, and indifferent to the 
future fituation of commerce ; while 
there was not a fet of men in the 
nation fo much bound as the land- 
owners, to refit every meafure, that 
might check or cramp its operations 
cither now or hereafter. 

Mr. Sheridan proceeded to enu- 
merate his objections to the to- 
bacco a@t of the latt feffion. The 
hardihips it impofed upon the fair 
dealer were fuch, as mutt neceffarily 
deftroy the legal trade, while many 
of its provifions were calculated 
to encourage {muggling, and pro- 
vide a fecure afylum to proteét its 
growth. The claufe by which it 
was prohibited to carry on the ma- 
nufacture of tobacco, excepting in 
citics ar-] market towns within five 
miles of the coatt, fell particularly 
under his animadverfion. In all 
other bufineiles the officer was 
obliged to go to the manufacturer ; 
but under this a@t the manufacturer 
was compelled to come to the ofh- 
cer. It might be imagined, that 
the board of excife would have been 
fatistied with the power of fending 
its officers to break into our houfes 
at their pleafure: but that, it feems, 
was not enough. They fay, * bring 
us that mill and ftream from the 
valley ; we cannot go fo far from 
home to furvey it.”” It was obvious 
that the act would totally deftroy 
the export trade of manufaGtured 
tobacco. It limited the exportation 
to the ifland of Jerfey, and left it 
to the determination of the commif- 
fioners of excife who fhould be per- 
mitted to enter into that export. 
The ground of the limitation was, 
that the manufaSure might not be 
imuggled back into England. But 
this was but a poor precautjon, as 
the people of that ifland might pros 
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vide themfelves from Holland or 
America with any quantity for 
which they could finda fale. Inthe 
next place the price paid for licences 
to export was proportioned to the 
quantity of tobacco manufactured, 
and confequently mutt be confidered 
as a tax, contrary to every found 
principle of trade, which mutt raife 
the price of the article in the foreign 
market. The encouragement which 
the act gave to fmuggling might 
eafily be fhewn. Formerly the dif- 
ficulty which attended the fmug- 
gling of tobacco was, that, even t 
ter it was landed and houfed, it was 
ftill liable to feizure ; but this diffi- 
culty was completely removed by 
the prefent act. From papers upon 
the table it appeared, that there 
were three hundred and thirty-feven 
wholefale dealers in manufactured 
tobacco, and fixty thoufand retail 
dealers. Formerly the fmugglers 
could only trade with the firit of 
thefe; but now, as every country 
retaul dealer was a manufacturer, and 
could have fmuggled tobacco in his 
houfe without danger of being 
feized, the act of courfe increafed 
the poffible cuftomers of the fmug- 
glers almoft twentyfold. 

Mr. Sheridan entered fully into 
the argument from the nature of 
the commodity, to prove that the 
furvey of the excife was inappli- 
cable. It was fufficiently eftablith- 
ed, that the manufa¢ture varied in 
weight from the moifture or drynefs 
of the atmofphere, fo as to render 
it incapable of being reduced to any 
certain ftandard. But it was faid, 
that, when the variation appeared 
really to arife from no intention in 
the manufacturer to defraud the re. 
venue, the commiffoners ordered 
the goods, if feized, to be rettored, 
and the penalty remitted. He had 
however much objection to this ex- 
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ercife of illegal mercy by the com- 
miffioners. fn the cale of remitting 
fines, an inquifition might be fet on 
foot iato the life and political pria- 
ciples of the individual; the cone 
millioners might find honefty in an 
orange cape, and confider blue and 
buff as an infallible indication of 
fraud. Mr. Sheridan calculated the 
produve of the tax for the lalt half 
year, and declared, that it was only 
twenty-five thouland pounds more, 
than it had beew, when the duty was 
levied under the head of cufltoms, 
Ié the minilter withed to avail him- 
felf of the refourees, which he might 
Rill fink in a new regulation of the 
poverty he htight raile a very con- 
fidevable fupply without laying any 
freth burthen pon the people, or 
abridging: thes ities, if the trea- 
fury would only give up its pa- 
tronage in the appomtment of cuf- 
tom-houfle offceise Every one knew 
that the bulincls of exevle was bet- 
ter conducted than that of the cul- 
toms, merely becaule the patronage 
was in the commiffioners, who were 
refponfible for the conduct of all 
therr officers. Mr. Sheridan cone 
eluded with earpellly deprecating a 
principle which had been tharted by 
Mr. Hattings, aad which feemed 
lately to have become tathionable, 
Qhat “frevenue was the end of all 
government.” “The true cad of yo- 
veriiment was to maiatam the boud 
ef focal unien atnong men by fe- 
suring their happine!s, protecting 
their rights, and infuring: to 
the poficflion ot their hbertics and 
them property 4 and revenue was no 
farther of any value, thanas it waa 
companble with aad promoted thele 
unr lirable purpoles. 

Sir Grey Cooper reinforced the 
argument of Mr. Sheridan. He faid, 
shat, in the making of malt, beer, 
and other commoditica, there were 
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feveral proceffes in the manufirture, 
which afforded fo many reits and 
intervals, at which the officer could 
with eafe and without error make 
his furvey. But in the manufactory 
of tobacco there were no fuch in. 
tervals. The officers of excife ig 
their examination had declared, that, 
as they could not by law weigh any 
tohacoo: in actual operation, they 
only weighed fuch as the manuface 
turers pointed out to them, bein 

unable themfelves to dittinguit 
what was and what was not ina 
{tute of manufacture. From thefe 
premifes it followed—that. there was 
no mode by, which the furvey could 
be made, but by taking the whole 
flock of each manufacturer 3 that 
flock could not be taken in any 
other way, than by weight 5 that it 
was abfolutely neceflary to except 
from being weiyhed all that’ part of 
the tlock which was in actual Ope 
ration s and that this exception de- 
flroved the rule. 

Mr. Pitt animadverted upon the 
reafonings of Mr. Sheridan. The 
clicf tlrefs of the argument, by 
which the motion had been fupporte 
ed, bore directly upon the whole 
fyttem of excife, a fytlem which 
railed no Icfs a fum annually than 
fix millions and a half of revenue, 
and without which, he believed, the 
igenuty of man would be incom 
peteni to lupport the refources of 
the country. But Mr. Sheridaa, 
though arguing generally, had in 
lis motion flopped fhort, and ex 
cepted barely to che excile upon to 
baceos He was willing to leave the 
manutacturer of malt, the manufac 
turer of flarch, the manufacturer of 
candles, and the dealers in wine and 
ipirituous liquors, fubject to all that 
intolerable tyranay and opprefliony 
which he had deferibed with 3 
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had invoked the regard which every 
man felt for the conftitution, be- 
caufe three hundred and thirty-feven 
manufaclurers of tobacco, who had 
themfelves propofed eft year the 
extenfion of exvife to all dealers in 
that commodity, provided «the cx- 
cite fhould not attach on the manu- 
§.urer, were to bem a fituation in 
which they bad not before been 
laced. Mr. Pitt hoped, that there 
would be no perfons defirous of en- 
couraging a 7 which was 
calculated to annihilate the credit of 
the nation. If the revenue were once 
overthrown, we fhould not only lofe 
the enviable advantagre we at prefent 
offeffed over the other nations dt 
Europe, but be placed in a Vituation 
below their pity, beneath even that 
neighbouring nation, which was at 
this time in a condition the moft 
dittrefsful, and which-mott entitled 
her to ovr compaflion. Mr. Pitt 
endeavoured to fhew, that the pro- 
ceedings of the excife were not fo 
injurious to .property as had been 
tated. We todk a given periotl of 
time, in which the nuniber of in- 
formations tried had’been five thou- 
jand, and the whole penalties ‘levied 
m the city of London 35651. if 
the penalties m the country were 
levied in the fame proportion, the 
whole would amount to feven thon- 
jand pounds, while the penalties le- 
vied in the fame time by the magi- 
trates in other fummary jurifdic- 
tions did not produce lefs than 
twenty-ix thoufand pounds. Mr. 
Pitt entered into a ftatement to 
prove the mereafe of the revenue in 
confequence of the act in quettion, 
which he made in three different 
ways, according to each of which 
the public had gained abundantly ; 
but according to the third, which 
he confidered as the molt to be de- 
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in the two lealt produtive quarters 
of the year, derived an emolument 
of one hundred and thirty thoufand 
pounds; and the difference upon the 
two next quarters would in all nd 
bability make the whole produce 
three hundred thoutand pounds at 
lealt. 

Mr. PBeaufoy obferved, that it 
was admitted by the manufacturers 
themfelves, that, of the tobaeco con- 
fumed in ‘Great Britain, no leS 
than one half had evaded the duty 
under the old fyitem. The true 
treis therefore of the queflion was, 
whether parliament would confent 
to abandon this large annual fum, 
as an encouragement to the practices 
of the ilheit dealer. Te added, 
that the remedy propofed ‘by ‘Mr, 
Sheridan, of yielding the appoint- 
ment of cuflom-honfe officers to the 
commiffhioners in that department, 
woulg undoubtedly be found in- 
adequate. The practical integrity 
of the excife olicer was not owing 
to the mode of his appointment, but 
to the various tucks that arole, 
from the account of ftock being 
taken, in the fir place by his col- 
leagues as well as by himfelf, and in 
the next'by the fuperior officers, as 
a guard to the ‘tidelity of both. 

Mr. Sheridan replied tofome of 
the reafonings of Mr. Pitt. “With 
regard to his obfervation, that there 
would be a great increafe of revenue 
in confequence of the aét continuing 
in force, he held that to be no ar- 
gument at all. The never wifhed to 
count the money, when he was cer- 
tain that the purfe that contained 
it, with all its contents, was ftolen. 
Every one knew, that Mr. Pitt 
could make out an account fo as 
to grive any calculations he chofe to 
bring forward, at leaft a plaufible 
appearance. He had calculated three 
feveral ways, and faid, take it this 
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way, and you have fifty thoufand 

unds ; take it this other, and you 

ve feventy 5 and take it ina third, 
and you have one hundred and 
thirty. There could be only one 
true mode of calculating the pro- 
duce of a tax, and that mode he 
had flated. Mr. Pitt had farther 
alleged, that, by only placing three 
hundred and thirty-feven perfons 
more under the excife laws, the re- 
venue would gain one hundred and 
thirty thoufand pounds. This was 
the moft accurate mode of appreci- 
ating the liberties of Englifhmen he 
had ever heard. As the minifler 
was an excellent calculator, he would 
recommend to him to form a table 
of the prices of freedom, which he 
was perfuaded he could do with 
much greater accuracy than the ta- 
bles of increafe on tobacco. 

Mr. Sheridan’s motion was car- 
ried in the negative ; ayes 147, noes 
191. The objeét of the petitioners 
being thus difpofed of, Mr. Pitt in- 
troduced, as he had promifed, a bill 
to explain and amend the excep- 
tionable claufes of the bill of the 
preceding year. Every oppofition 
to the general principle of the bill 
having proved fruitlefs, an amend- 
ment was moved in the laft itage, to 
fecure to the perfons concerned the 
option of a trial by jury; and this 
amendment was rejected upon a di- 
vifion. 

A bill was brought in, in the 
courfe of the prefent feffion, for the 

urpofe of rendering the act for 

rming the duties upon polt-horfes, 
which had originally been adopted 
as a matter of experiment, perpe- 
tual. This meafure was oppofed, 
as it had been in the former in- 
ftance, upon the principle of con- 
fidering the farming of revenue as 
adverfe to the {pirit of the Englith 
conflitution ; and it was farther 
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contefted by Mr. Sheridan, that the 
additional a 50 upon this tax, 
fince the duty had been put into 
the hands of farmers, were by no 
means fuch as to authorife fo vio. 
lent a meafure. Mr. Pitt was at 
length prevailed upon to change the 
object of the bill; and, inttead of 
making the regulation perpetual, 
only to prolong it for a limited time, 
In the laft ftage of the bill Mr, 
Sheridan moved for a claule to 
oblige the farmers to declare upon 
oath the annual produce of their 
refpective diliriéts, He defended 
this claufe by obferving, that the 
bill already empowered the farmers 
to call upon the poftmatters for a de- 
claration upon oath; but it is un 
doubtedly to be regretted, that a 
man of Mr, Sheridan’s energy of 
mind, fhould by any confideration 
have been tempted to lend his coun- 
tenance, tothe wanton, the immoral, 
and the impolitic multiplication of 
oaths. Mr, Fox fupporied the mo- 
tion ; at the fame time that he ac- 
knowledged it to be defirable, that 
no man fhould be cailed to affirm 
any thing upon oath, but the truth 
of his evidence in a court of juftice; 
and declared, that he had little 
doubt that this, with proper atten- 
tion, might be effected. The claufe 
was rejected without a divilion. 
One of the financial meafures of 
the preceding feffion had been the 
introduction of a tontine or fcheme 
of annuity with benefit of furvivor- 
fhip. This meafure had failed in 
the execution, the number of fub- 
feribers being exceedingly few; and 
Mr. Pitt accordingly found it nes 
ceflary at this time to amend his orl 
ginal propofition, by granting to 
the fubferibers an option of ¢x- 
changing their fhares of the tontine 
for an equivalesit amount of long at 
nuity for the term of fixty-nine years 
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V. 


Progrefs 


refpecting the Slave Trade, Debtor and Creditor Bill rejedied. 


MONG the tranfactions of 
the prefent feflion of parlia- 
gent we have to relate certain at- 
tempts that were made, to meliorate 
the general fyitem of legiflation in 
England, with refpec to articles, in 
which it was contended that that 
fyitem was incompatible with the 
general principles of liberty. Thefe 
attempts are of courfe entitled to the 
more attention, on account of the 
general fituation of affairs in Eu- 
rope, and the ipirit of innovation 
and reform that had lately been dif- 
fuled. One of the molt contiderable 
related to the motion, which in two 
preceding initances had been made 
at the inttance of the proteltant dif- 
fenters, for the repeal of the corpo- 
ration and teit aéts. The efiorts 
upon the prefent occafion were more 
animated than thofe which had 
been made upon the two former ; 
the difleuters had prevailed upon 
Mr. Fox to undertake the intro- 
duction of the intended motion ; and 
the clergy of the church of hug- 
land, alarmed perhaps at the rapid 
downtal of the pecuniary and terri- 
torial eminence of the Gallican 
church, ftrenuoufly exerted them- 
felves to keep alive and diffufe a 
fpirit of oppofition againit the in- 
croachment that was intended upon 
their exclufive privileges, 
The queflion was regularly dif- 
cuffed in the houfe of commons on 
the fecond of March. Upon this 


occafion Mr, Fox itated it as the 
fundamental principle, upon which 





the whole argument turned, that no 
government had a right to animad- 
vert upon the {peculative opinions of 
its fubjects, and that the perfons 
holding fuch opinions could in no 
cafe be rendered a fit object for the 
ceniure of the itate, till they were 
led by them to the adoption of a 
condu& fubvertive of the public 
tranquillity. Perfecution, he faid, 
might be allowed to have originally 
proceeded on a principle of kind- 
nefs, to promote a unity of reli- 
gious opinion, and to prevent error 
in the important articles of Chriltian 
belief. But did perfecution ever 
fucceed in this humane and truly 
charitable defign ? The experiment 
had been made in different times 
and under various forms, and had 
uniformly mifcarried. It was faid, 
that certain errors in religion had 
a tendency to diltutb the public 
peace. But furely this argument, 
if in any inftance true, would be ttill 
more true, when applied to political 
errors; and yet fuch was the abfur- 
dity of our prefent telt laws, that a 
man, who favoured arbitrary power 
in his fentiments, who fhould can- 
fider the abolition of trial by jury as 
no violation of liberty, and the in- 
vafion of the freedom and law of 
parliament as no infraGion of the 
conttitution, might ealily pave his 
way to the firit fituations in the 
flare, There was ro political teft 
to bind him; the obligation of all 
fuch tefts had been juilly exploded 


by the practice of the country. And 
, what 


F 4 












































88 


what had keen the confequence of 
this? A religious telt was impofed 
for a political purpofe. The object 
of this tet had originally been to 
exclude solbleomiaerhical men from 
civil offices. But he would ever re- 
robate fuch a procedure ; it was 
aéting under falfe pretences ; its ten- 
dency led to hypocrify, and ferved 
as a reftraint only upon the confci- 
entious and the honett. 

Mr. Fox fpoke with particular 
cenfure of the attempt that had bees 
made to revive a long forgotten 
pamic, of the danger of the church. 
Such danger, he maintained, was 
idle and chimerical, and was in his 
ppinion aflerted only for the pur- 
pofes of oppreflion, He declared, 
that he highly approved of the dif- 
cipline and abftract duties of the 
church of England. It had wilely 
avoiced all that was fuperftitious, 
and retained what appeared to him 
to be effential. He fhould ever be 
a decided friend to an eflablifhed re- 
ligion ; but tt fhould be an cltab- 
lifhment, founded on the opinions of 
the majority of the people. ‘The 
truth of rehgion was not a fubjeé 
for the difeuflion of parliament ; 
their duty was only to fanction that 
which was moft univerfally approv- 
cd, and to allow it the emoluments 
of the flate. Innovation was faid 
to he dangerous at all times, but 
particularly fo now in regard to the 
fituation of affairs in France. He 
begged leave to remind the houfe, 
that the application of the diffenters 
had been made three years ago, and 
was not founded upon the moft dif- 
tant reference to the tranfa&tions 
which had taken place in that king- 
dom. However * might rejoice tn 
the emancipation of near thirty mil- 
lions of his fellow-creatures, and in 
the ipirit which gave rife tq the re- 
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volution, yet he was free to own, 
there were fome aéts of the new £0- 
vernment which he could not ape 
plaud. ‘The fummary and indife,j- 
minate forfeiture of the property of 
the church came under this deferip. 
tion. But, though he was himfelf 
a friend to eftablifhments, he muf 
however flrongly object to the 
church, whenever it prefumed to 
aét as a party. — ts interference in 
politics had always been mifchievous, 
and often dangerous to the conttitu. 
tion. Mr. Fox cenfured in ftron 
terms a circular letter of door 
Horifley, bifhop of Saint David’s, to 
the clergy of his diocefe, recom. 
mending one candidate at the ge 
veral cleétion, and advifing his 
clergy not to vote for another, who 
had lately received the thanks of the 
diflenters. Mr. Fox fpoke in anis 
mated terms of the merit of certain 
eminent chara€icrs among the dif- 
fenting clergy ; but at the fame time 
declared his difapprobation of their 
introducing political topics into the 
pulpit. Doétor Price, in his fermon 
on the anniverfary of the Englith re- 
volution, had delivered many noble 
fentiments, worthy of an enlight- 
ened philofopher, who was uncone 
fined by Te port Palio and glo 
ried in the freedom of the whole 
human trace; but, though he ap- 
proved of his general principles, he} 
contidered his arguments as unfit for | 
the pulpit. The clergy in their fer 
mons ought no more to handle po 
litical topics;than that houfe to 
difculs fubje&ts of morality and re; 
ligion, 

Mr. Pitt declared himfelf adverle 
to the motion. He had formerly 
delivered his fentiments upon this 
fubject, and at the prefent moment 
he felt himfelf more ftrengchened 
and confirmed in his former opt 

nions. 





— = a | . ° 





FOREIGN 


nions. ‘The important queftion at 
iffue, he faid, plainly was, whether 
the houfe ought to relinguifh at 
ence thofe atts which had been 
adopted by the wifdom of our an- 
ceftors, to ferve as a bulwark to the 
church, whofe conftitution was fo 
intimately connected with that of 
the ftate, that the fafety of the one 
mut always be affected by any 
danger that threatened the other. 
To toleration the diflenters were 
yndoubtedly entitled. They had a 
right to enjoy their liberty and their 
property, to entertain their own 
{peculative opinions, and to educate 
their offspring in fuch religious opi- 
nions as themfelves approved. But 
the indifpentible neceflity of a per- 
manent church eftablifhment for the 
good of the flate, required that 
toleration fhould not be extended 
to equality. If it were, there would 
be an end for ever to the wife pelicy 
of prevention, and a door would 
be opened to the abfolute ruin of 
the conttitution. It muft be ad- 
mitted, that all cognizance of opi- 
nion might not be a warrantable 
ground for criminal accufation ; but 
it did not therefore follow, that an 
enquiry and teft of a man’s opinion, 
as the means of judging of his reli- 
gious and conftitutional principles, 
was not highly expedient. Our 
yery liberties had been faved by vir- 
tue of this function. Had it not 
been for the bulwark of the teit 
law, the Stuart family might now 
have been in poffeflion of the throne, 
and the mover pf the prefent quef- 
tion never have had the opportunity 
of delivering thofe opinions, which 
they had that day heard. 

Mr. Pitt copfidered it as an un- 
queftionable principle, that public 
offices were eftablifhed for the be- 
nefit of the community, and that the 
community was ferved by maintain- 
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ing fome diftinG&tion in their diftri- 
bution. The idea therefore of a 
right to civil offices was abfurd and 
ridiculous. Suppofe the cafe of a 
republic, the government of which 
was a perfect democracy, and the 
officers of ftate ele&tiye out of the 
general kody. Imagine any form of 
religion or fuperilitious ceremony 
to be profefled by a {mall part of 
the people, the tendency of which 
was to overthrow the democratic 
equality, and confequently the con- 
ftitution itfelf. Would not the ma- 
jority be warranted in the exclufon 
of fuch an obnoxious party from the 
right, either of electing, or being 
ele&ed to fill offices of truit in the 
{tate? But fimilar to this was the 
very object, for which our teft laws 
were enacted, ‘They were to be re- 
garded as a fpecies of jealoufy of 
the monarch, which had never been 
confidered as unconilitutional: they 
had a dire&t tendency to check the 
exercile of the royal prerogative, 
which was a circurrilance never very 
unpopular in a free ftate: and he 
hefitated not to admit, that, ifa dif- 
truft were to be entertained of an 
of the three branches of the contli- 
tution, it ought to be of the execu- 
tive power. He had no idea of fuch 
levelling principles, as thofe which 
warranted to all citizens an equality 
of rights, as if the whole revenue 
under the controul of government 
were to be equally diflributed among 
the public from whom it was re- 
ceived. It was faid, the Americans 
had no teft laws. But the Ameri- 
can cont{titution refembled ours nei- 
ther in church nor flate; and he 
fincerely wifhed it refembled it more 
than it did, in affording equal fecu- 
rity for the liberty and happinefs of 
the fubjeGt. The eflence of policy 
confifted in a watchful care for the 
general good, Where therefore the 
interefts 
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interefts and rights of individuals 
came in competition with thofe of 
the public, ‘policy claimed prece- 
dence even over jultice. Neither 
the merits nor demerits of indivi- 
duals ought undoubtedly to have 
any influence in the difcuffion of the 

fent queftion. Yet the conduét 
of the diffenters feemed to him lia- 
ble to juft reprehenfion ; who, at the 
very moment they were reprobating 
the teft laws, difcovered an inten- 
tion of forming affociations throygh 
the whole country, for the fole pur- 
pofe of impofing a teft upon the 
members of that houfe, and judg- 
ing of their fitnefs to difcharge their 
parliamentary duty, from their votes 
upon this fingle queftion. Without 
intending to throw any ftigma upon 
the diffenters, he did not hefitate a 
moment in fuppofing it extremely 
probable, that they might exercile 
the power they demanded, for the 
fubverfion of the prefent eftablih- 
ment. Their condu& could not be 
reprehenfible in acting upon the 
principles they profeifed ; and, re- 
garding as they did the eftablithed 
church as finful and idolatrous, con- 
{cience and confiftency feemed to 
require that they ‘hould exercife 
every legal means for its defiruction. 

Mr. Burke obferved, that, at two 
preceding periods when the quef- 
tion had been agitated, he had ab- 
fented himfelf from the houfe, not 
having brought his mind to any de- 
cifion upon the fubjeét. He was 
now however, from information 
lately received, ready to fay, that he 
could not give his vote in favour of 
the prefent motion. Mr. Fox had 
begun his {peech with laying down 
the principles of toleration and per- 
fecuttons All perfecution, civil or 
religrous, was odious; but care 
oucht to be taken, that men did 
not, under colour of an abitrad 
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rinciple, put the change v : 
Set inde. Abftrad srincinhee 
had never been able to bear ; he de. 
teited them when a boy, and } 
liked them no better now that he 
had filver hairs. He muft have y 
principle embodied in fome manne; 
or other, and the conduct inferred 
from it alcertained, before he coulg 
pretend to judge of its propriety ang 
advantage. But of all abftraG prin- 
ciples thofe of natural right, u 
which the diffenters retted as their 
{trong hold, were the moft idle ang 


the moft dangerous. They fuper. 


feded fotiety, and {napped afunder 
all thofe bones, which had for ages 
conttitnted the happinefs of man. 
kind. Abttraét principles of natural 
right had been long fince given up, 
for the fake of what was much bet. 
ter, fociety ; which. fubftituted in 
their room the dictates of wifdom 
and juftice. It annihilated all our 
natural rights, and drew to its maf 
the parts of which they were com 
pofed; it took in, 3 its inftruments, 
all the virtue of the virtvous, andall 
the wifdom of the wife; it gave 
life, fecurity, and aétion to every 
faculty of the foul, and fecured the 
poffeflion of every comfort, whid 
thofe proud and boaitful rights im 
potently held out, but could not 
beftow. It gave alms to the inde 
gent, defence to the weak, initrue. 
tion to the ignorant, employment to 
the induitrious, confolation to the 
defpairing, fupport to the helplefs, 
nurture to the aged, faith to the 
doubtful, and charity to the whole 
human race. It difiufed its benefi- 
cent ex:rtions from aéts of tender 
nefs to the infant when it firft cried 
in the cradle, to ats of comfart and 
preparation to the dying man on 

the way to the tomb. 
That he might not be charged 
with calumniating a body of men, 
. whofe 
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whofe interefts he had formerly ef- 
ufed, Mr. Burke faid, he would 
produce fuch facts, as with him 
amounted to a fatisfactory proof, 
that the fears he entertained of the 
church’s danger were not of that 
kind of terror which originated in 
mere cowardice or unmanly weak- 
nefs; but the reafonable conviction 
of a man, alive to the prefervation of 
that for which he was moft deeply 
interelted. Mr. Burke quoted cer- 
tain paflages from the political ca- 
techifm of Mr. Robert Robinfon, 
*the fermon of Dr. Price, and the 
lemical writings of Dr. Prieftley, 
and read a letter of a diffenting mi- 
nifter in Lancafhire, defcriptive of 
the violent proceedings of an aflem- 
ply of diffenters, from which he had 
thought it neceflary to withdraw 
himlelf. From thefe teftimonies Mr. 
Burke inferred, that the leading 
preachers among the diflenters were 
avowed enemies to the church of 
England, and that they made no 
feruple to acknowledge their inten- 
tions, He obferved, that nothing 
could have been to all appearance 
more fecure than the hierarchy of 
France at a very fhort period fince ; 
and he adjured the houfe of com- 
mons to fluffer the fatal incidents, 
which had attended that church, 
plundered and demolifhed in fo dif- 
graceful a manner, to awaken their 
zeal for the prefervation of our pre- 
fent happy and excellent Mablith- 
ment. Mr. Burke confeffed, that, 
had the queftion been brought for- 
ward ten years ago, he fhould have 
voted for the repeal; but circum- 
fiances convinced him, that it was 
not advifable at prefent to inter- 
fere with a confideration of fo much 
danger and difficulty. 
Mr. Fox declared, that he had 
heard with the greateft concern the 


{peech of Mr. Burke; it had filled 
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him with grief and fhame. Morti- 
fied however as he had been, he 
had received this confolation, that 
every principle he had laid down had 
received the fanction of his friend. 
But, while Mr. Fox had reafoned 
upon the broad bafis of principle, 
Mr. Burke on the contrary had ar- 
gued from fg or pee letters, 
anecdote and fufpicion, as a fuffi- 
cient ground for oppofing that, to 
which he declared he fhould, ten 
years ago, have been a friend. What 
did this prove, but that Mr. Fox 
retained his opinion upon the fub- 
ject ten years longer than Mr. Burke 
had done? He could only afcribe 
this ftrange dereliction of his former 
principles to Mr. Burke’s too great 
and exquifite fenfibility. His chief 
delight had always been benevolence 
and mercy, and his feelings had 
been fthocked and irritated by a 
miltaken.idea of the tranfactions in 
France, which were in reality no- 
thing more, than the calamities to 
which every country was unavoida- 
bly fubject, at the period of a revo- 
lution in its government, however 
beneficent and falutary. Mr. Fox 
congratulated himfelf upon having 
been fele¢ted by men, who had ra- 
ther a¢ted as his enemies than his 
friends, to fight the battles of right 
againit oppreffion; and conta 
with affuring them, that he fhould 
be ever ready upon any future oc- 
cafion to take the field for them 
again, convinced that their com- 
rm was well founded, and that 
they fought no more than a redrefs 
to which they were fairly entitled.— 
The houfe divided upon the quef- 
tion; ayes 1Os, noes 294. 

Two days after the decifion of 
this bufinefs, a motion was made b 
Mr. Flood, for leave to bring ina bill 
upon the fubject of the equal repre- 
fentation of the people in parlia- 
ment ; 
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ment ; a fubject, in comparifon of 
the importance of which the quef- 
tion of the teft act fhrinks into in 
difference and contempt. This topic 
had met with a conixderable degree 
of attention from the people to- 
svards the clofe of the American 
war. Affociations had been formed, 
and petitions originated, for the pur- 
pofe of obtaining an amendment of 
the conftitution ; but, as the imme- 
diate caufe of the difcontent was 
removed, the fpirit of reform fub- 
dided, and the fia attempt that was 
made upon the fubject, with infi- 
nitely lefs hope of iuccefs than in 
the inflances that had preceded, was 
upon the motion of Mr, Pitt in the 
year 1785. The queftion had been 
forgotten by the nation at large; 
and men of extenfive property and 
hereditary wealth conceived them- 
felves to have too obvious an intereft 
in preferving the inequality, nat 
anxioufly to exert themfelves to 
ftifle fo dangerous a {pirit. 

Mr. Flood began with informing 
the houfe of commons of a truth, 
which,:but froma confidence in their 
virtue, as he faid, he fhould not have 
dared to have uttered; that they 
were not the adequate reprefenta- 
tives of the people. That they were 
the legal reprefentatives he freely 
admitted ; nay, he would go farther, 
and fay, that they were a highly 
ufeful and honourable council; a 
council, which, in any ether govern- 
meutof Europe, would be a great ac- 
quifition. But, tothe honour of our 
country be it fpoken, the Britith 
contlitution entitled us to fomethi 
better. Reprefentation, Mr. Flood 
faid, was the great arcanum and wile 
myitery of our government, by 
which it excelled all the flates of an- 
tiguity. Now, in what did repre- 
fentation confit? In this, that, as 
by the general law of polttical focie- 
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ty, the majority was to decide fy 
the whole, the reprefentative mus 
be chofen by a body of conttituents 
who were themfelves a clear majo. 
rity of the inhabitants. He ad. 
mitted, that property to a certais 
degree was a neceflary ingredient 
to the elective power: that is tg 
fay, that franchife ought not to ga 
beyord property ; but at the fom 
time it ought ‘to be as nearly com. 
menfurate to it as poflible. At pre 
fent thefe principles were grojily 
violated. The freeholders, who om 
ginally included the whole propeity 
of the country, now conitituted only 
a {mall part of it. What was wor, 
the majority of the reprefentatives, 
who deciled for the whole, and 
acted for cight millions of peopl, 
were chofen by a number of tg 
tors, not exceeding fix or eight 
thoufand. A new body of contti- 
tuents was therefore wanting, and 
m their appointment two things 
were to be confidered: one, that 
they fhould be numerous enough, 
becaufe numbers were neceflary 
to the fpirit of liberty ; the other, 
that they fhould have a com 
petent fhare of property, becaule 
that was conducive to the fpirit of 
orders ‘Tofupply thefe deficiencies 
his propofition was directed. 

But he was told, this was not the 
time for a reform. And why? Be 
caufe there were difturbances ie 
France. Now, in the firlt place he 
averred, that, if thofe difturbancess 
were ten times greater than with 
every exaggeration they were It 
prefented to be, they would only 
reader the argument more decifive 
in favour of a timely and temperate 
reform. It was for want of fucha 
reform, that thefe evils had fallea 
upon France ; it was to the wait 
of fimilar meafures, that the forme 
convulfions of our own country wert 
‘a 
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to be afcribed. Had the encroach- 
ment of the Tudors been feafonably 
reprefled, Charles the Firlt would 
not have miftaken thofe encroach- 
ments for a conflitutional prero- 
gative. Had the mal-praétices of 
Charles the Second been lefs tamely 
endured, James might not have been 
a tyrant, and needed not have been 
an exile. Mr. Flood was mo friend 
to revolutions, becaufe they were an 
evil; he was a friend to timely re- 
form, which rendered revolutions 
unneceflary. Thofe who oppofed 
fuch a reform, might be enemies to 
revolution in their hearts, but were 
friends to it by their folly. He 
argued farther from the proceedings 
in France, that, if France improved 
her government, it became the more 
urgent that we fhould reftore ours. 
France, now bufied in her internal 
affairs, was not at leifure to difturb 
our operations. At home we were 
not ina ftate of defpondency on the 
one hand, which might tempt us to 
an aét of defpair, nor of that drunken 
profperity on the other hand, by 
which nations were rendered igno- 
rant of the prefent, and regardlefs 
of the future. 

In developing his own plan, Mr. 
Flood recalled to the attention of 
the houfe the projects of Mr. Pitt 
and of lord Chatham. Lord Chat- 
ham had propofed an addition of 
county reprefentatives, leaving, as 
he exprefled it, the rotten boroughs 
todrop off by time. ‘To this pro- 
polition it was not objeéted, that it 
would make a confidcrable increafe 
in the prefent number of reprefenta- 
tives; but it was objected, that the 
fiecholders were already reprefent- 
ed, and that the plan propofed did 
not give franchife to any of that 
great and refponfible body of mien, 
who were now non-eleétors. To 
the plaa of the chancellor of the 
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exchequer it was not objeCted, that 
he introduced a new body of elec- 
tors, namely, the copyholders. It 
was admitted, that, by adding them 
to the freecholders, he had diminifhed. 
by fo much the objeétions that had 
been made to his father’s plan; but: 
that there were objections, which 
remained applicable to them both. 
Refpecting Mr. Pitt’s plan, as to the 
boroughs, it was objected, that to 
disfranchife them might indeed be 
arbitrary; but that to buy them 
out would be to build reform, not 
on purity, but corruption; that 
the purchafe muft be flow and un- 
certain; and that the wort boroughs, 
thofe of government, would never 
refign, but would comparatively be 
increafed in importance by the re~ 
henation of others Mr. Flood’s 
propolition was, that one huudred 
members fhould be added to the pre- 
fent houfe of commons, to be elect- 
ed by a new and numerous body ot 
electors, the refident houtholders in 
every county. It wason all hands ad- 
mitted, that every individual in this 
country paid upon an average fifty 
fhillings per annum to the revenue. 
The matter or father of a family 
contributed in proportion for him- 
{elf and all its members. Who fhould 
fay, that this clafs of men ought to 
be confounded with the rabble? 
Who would dare to fay, that they 
ought to be profcribed from fran- 
chife ? They maintained the afluence 
of the rich, the dignity of the noble, 
and the majefty of the crown; they 
fupported our fleets and our armies. 
Could we deny them the right to 
protect their liberty ? 

Mr. Flood added another argu- 
ment. The conftitution confilted 
of three orders, the monarch, the 
arijtocracy, and the people. Its 
health confifted in maintainine the 
equipoife between them, The lords 
hia i 
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had been themoft ftationary branch : 

et, by an increafe of their num- 
as of late, they had obtained 
many patrimonial and private bo- 
roughs, and engroffed an influence 
over the houfe of commons which 
did not conttitutionally belong 
to them. But the great alteration 
had happened on the part of the 
crown. Judge Blackftone had acs 
mitted this, and had exprefsly re- 
ferred us as a remedy, to an amends 
ment of the reprefentation in par- 
liament. Mr. Hume’ had | faid, 
that arbitrary power was the eu- 
thanafia of the Britihh contkitution. 
An attempt had been mace to 
diminifh the influence of the crown ; 
but an Ealt-India bill and a declara- 
tory law had fince pafied, and by 
thofe laws more influence had been 
given, than was lubtracted by the act 
of reform. Mr Flood propoled, that 
the flheriff of each county fhould be 
required by himfelf and his deputies 
to take the poll of the refident 
houfholders in each parifh on the 
fame day. Thus the reprefentative 
would be chofen, as he ought to be, 
by the people; and by fhortening 
the duration of parliaments he wou'd 
continue to act as if he were fo 
ehofen. 


Mr. Windham, the friend and 


difciple of Mr. Burke, oppofed the 


motion. He faid, the expericace of 
ages had demonttrated, that the 
houfe of commons was adequate to 
every neceflary purpofe ; and that, 
with no better reprefentation of the 
people in parliament, the country 
vad been flourifhing and profpe- 
rous, and the people happy and {e- 
cure. Mr, Flood had quoted the 
celebrated cafe of the Middlefex 
election, in which the candidate 
chofen by the minority of the elec- 
tors had been decided to be the le- 
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gal reprefentative. Mr. Windhas 
could not fee the hardthip of thy, 
If fuch had been the general rule of 
electionthrough the whole kingdom, 
the affairs of the nation, for ought 
he knew, might have gone on as wel 
as ever. At the clofe of the Am. 
rican war, which, he was afraid, had 
been undertaken for no better re. 
fon than the hope of faving ourfelye 
by taxing America, a clamour wa 
raifed, and a parliamentary reform 
demanded, as a remedy for the ex 
pence we had incurred. A del 
of opinions was then let loofe; Jf 
thefe wild notions were generated 
during the war; but happily they 
had long fince fubfided. ‘The dap. 
ger however was now breaking out 
afrefh. A brood of thefe wild im 
practicable opinions were come over, 
fikelocutts, from the continent 5 and 
would, he feared, if they were ful 
fered to remain, deftroy the verdur 
and beauty of the conttitution. If 
he had approved ever fo much of 
the propofition for a parliamentary 
reform, he fhould have objeéted to 
it, on account of the time at which 
Mr. Flood had thought proper to 
introduce it. Where was the man, 
that would be mad enough toa 
vile them to repair their houfe inthe 
hurricane feafon ? 

Mr. Fox feemed to obje& to th 
motion principally, becaufe, though 
he was himfelf as much perfuaded 
as ever of the neceflity of a reform, 
yet fuch was not the opinion of the 
majority of the nation. He wa 
therefore rather defirous that Mr 
Flood fhould withdraw his motion; 
though, if it were preffed to an iffy 
he fhould be obliged to fupport % 
He owned, that he thought the out 
line of the propofition the bef he 
had ever heard fuggefted upon th 
fubject ; and he was perfectly ¢! 
opiniet 
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epinion with Mr. Floed, that there 


was nothing in the affairs of France, 
upon account of which we ought to 
be (truck with a panic. Mr. Windham 
had afked, Would any man repair 
his houfe in the hurricane feaion ? 
Mr. Fox conceived, that no feafon 
could be more proper to begin a re- 
pair, than when a hurricane was near, 
and might poflibly burft forth. 

Mr. Pitt fully fubfcribed to the 
reafonings of Mr. Windham upon 
the unfeafonablenefs of the motion. 
Circumftanced however as he was, 
and being as firm and zealous a friend 
as ever to parliamentary reform, he 
could not confent to give his vote 
in filence. In enumerating his ob- 
jeCtions to Mr. Pitt’s former pro- 
pofition, Mr. Flood, he fatd, had 
forgotten the principal one, which 
was, the charge of innovation; a 
charge that would now come with 
tenfold force. If, therefore, he 
were obliged to come to a {pecific 
vote upon Mr. Flood’s motion, he 
fhould be againft it; and even if it 
were the propofition he had former- 
ly offered, he fhould aé& in the fame 
manner; feeling that the caufe of 
reform might fuffer difgrace from 
beine brought forward at an im- 
It was this con- 
viduon that rendered him defirous 
of waiting fora more feafonable op- 
portunity, when he would molt cer- 
tainly again fubmit his ideas upon 
the fubjeét to the contideration of 
the houfe. Mr. Flood confented to 
withdraw his propofition. 

The fubject of the flave trade, 
which was firft brought forward in 
the year 1°88, and which had un- 
fortunately extended itfelf to a 
greater length than might reafona- 
bly have appeared neceflary, was 
refumed immediately after the com- 
mencement of the prefent feffion. 
‘be conduét of the planters and 


proper mom nf. 
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others, who imagined their interefts 
to be deeply involved in the queftion, 
appears to have been concerted with 
much ingenuity and contrivance for 
the prefervation of this unjuftifiable 
commerce. An obvious mode of pro- 
craftinating bufinefs in the Britith 
legiflature, where the interefts of ins 
dividuals are fuppofed to be con- 
cerned, is the production of evi- 
dence. The hearing of witneffes is 
conducted in the moft abfurd and 
difruftful manner; each of them in 
reality dictating his anfwer to the 
clerk, inftead of delivering his in- 
formation to the houfe. But, by 
the rules of the houfe of commons, 
the prefence of forty members is ef- 
fential to enable them to proceed 
upon bufinefs. From the drynefs 
of this fpecies of bufinefs it is almoft 
impoffible to keep together forty 
members for any fpace of time, 
and of confequence every indi- 
vidual has the power of counting 
the houfe, and putting an end to 
the fiting, By manceuvres of 
this fort, by the ill health of Mr. 
Wiiberforce, the mover of the quef- 
tion, and fome other incidental cir- 
cumllances, the bulinefs was drawn 
into confiderable length in the fef- 
fion of 1788. In May 1789 Mr. 
Wilberforce brought forward cer- 
tain propolitions, as the foundation 
of a bill for abolithing the trade. 
But the planters difcovered, that 
the evidence collected by the privy 
council, was by no means a proper 
document upon which for the houfe 
of commons to proceed; and that 
it was neceffary that witneffes fhould 
be called in behalf of the trade, 
thofe of the preceding feflion having 
applied immediately to Sir William 
Dolben’s bill for regulating the 
trade, and not to the prefent propo- 
fition for abolthing 1t. Wioitnefles 
were accordingly admitted, and the 


bulinefs 


































96 


bufinefs procraftinated to a third 
feflion. f 
Early in the year 1790 Mr. Wil- 
berforce revived his propofition ; 
and, the evidence of the planters not 
being completed, moved, that the 
remainder of the witnefles fhould be 
examined by a felect committee, and 
not by the houfe at large. ‘T’his pro- 
fition, the decifion upon which, 
in the opinionof Mr. Fox and others, 
amounted to a decifion, whether the 
confideration of the flave trade fhould 
be continued or annihilated, was op- 
pofed by the majority of the per- 
fons interefted, upon the ground 
that there was no precedent for re- 
ferring fo important a queltion to a 
felect committee. The motion how- 
ever was voted without a divilion, 
and the examination of witnefles 
proceeded. The evidence on the 
part of the trade was concluded 
about the twenty-third of April. 
Mr. Wilberforce now moved, 
that evidepgce fhould be heard on 
the part of the abolition. But, 
vpon this occafion, the partifans of 
the trade changed their ground, and 
were as eager to call for an imme- 
diate decilion, as they had before 
been to procrattinate it. It was 
faid, that during the two laft years 
the enthufiafm upon the prefent 
queltion, both in and out of the 
houfe, had greatly abated. The 
planters trufted in fome degree to 
the immediate impreflion of the evi- 
dence they had jult adduced, and 
were unwilling to have that evidence 
counteracted by witnefles of another 
defeription. But they were proba- 
bly influenced, more than by either 
of thefe confiderations, by the can- 
vas they had made of the fentiments 
of the houfe of commons, and the 
ailurance they had obtained of hav- 
ing the trade fupported by a great 
Majonty. The two members for 
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Liverpool differed in fome degree 
in their fentiments upon the prejen 
queition. Lord Penrhyn was fy 
preiling the fubject to a decifiog 
without a moment’s delay, while 
Mr. Gafcoyne was willing to alloy 
three weeks to the friends of the 
abolition, in which to produce theiy 
witnefles: their impatience, hoy. 
ever, was oversruléd by the fenfe of 
the houfe. Meanwhile the reip. 
forcements they had gained, eq 
couraged them to become more ad. 
venturous ; and upon the revival of 
Sir William Dolben’s bill for Jimi. 
ing the number of flaves to be tranfi 
ported in each flave fhip, they pro- 
pofed an amendment, to increafe the 
number in proportion to the tonnage 
of the fhips, without taking into the 
account, as had hitherto been done, 
the extent of their fuperficies. This 
amendment was carried in a thin 
houfe on the twenty-fixth of May; 
ayes 23, noes 18. But the planters 
were not fuffered to retain their ad 
vantage ; and on the next day the 
amendment was rejected upon the 
report ; ayes 95, noes 69. 

Mr. Fox recalled in the courle 
of the feffion the attention of the 
houfe, to a pledge that was voted 
in the year 1788, that “ they 
would early in the next feflion 
take into confideration the gover 
ment proper to be eltablifhed in the 
province of Canada.” The next 
feflion, as he obferved, had not 
perly commenced till the month of 
March, and it was owing to that 
circumftance that the butinefs bad 
been, fuffered to pafs at that time 
tvithout difcuffion. But he conceived 
that it was every way incumbent 
upon minifters, after fo long a delays 
to proceed to fomething decifive # 
the prefent year. Mr. Grenvill 
fecretary of itate, undertook to few 


that the delay was net afcribable 
any 
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any negligence in him. He had 
not been appointed to his prefent 
office till July 178g. With great ap- 
lication and unremitting iaduttry, 
he had been able, in about three 
months from that time, to ftudy the 
fubie&t, to digeft his own opinions 
refpecting it, to compare them with 
the opinions of other members of 
the cabinet, and to mature the whole 
‘nto the form ofa bill, fuch as he 
thought fit to be fubmitted to the 
confideration of parliament. As foon 
as he had done this, he had fent out 
his draught to lord Dorchetters 
governor of Canada, for his judg- 
ment. Unfortunately, the packet 
in which it was conveyed did not 
perform its voyage in the ufual time, 
and lerd Dorchefter’s anfwer was 
not yet received. It was impoflible 
therefore to proceed farther in the 
bufinefs in the prefent {effion. 

The houfe f ssencerdnns decided in 
this fefion upon a bill, which had 
een more than once introduced in 
the feflions preceding by Mr. Bur- 
ges, for the amendment of the laws 
in exiftence upon the fubject of 
debtors, creditors and imprifon- 
ment. This bill, having encoun- 
tered fome degree of difcuffion in 
former years, received feveral maé 
terial desuiags from its author. 
As its principal object was the re- 
lief of the honeft and unfortunate 
debtor, Mr. Burges had originally 
thought himfelf at liberty to treat 
the debtor, that fhould ultimately be 
thought fraudulent, with a confi- 
derable degree of feverity.s His bill 
therefore had contained claufes, re- 
raining the prifoner for debt to a 
diet of bread and water, forbidding 
any perfon to vifit him in his con- 
‘nement, and abolifhing an indul- 
gence at prefent exifting, commonly 
called rules, by which a prifoner is 
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permitted to go out of his confine- 
ment to a certain diftance, and even 
infome cafes without any particular 


limitation of diftance. The two 
former of thefe claufes Mr. Burges 
had expunged from the bill now fub- 
mitted to the houfe ; the lait he re- 
tained, and urged in its defence, that 
a day rule, permitting the debtor to 
go to any confiderable diltance, was 
not now obtained as a favour to the 
hard cafe of any individual, but was 
an indulgence bought with money. 
He added, that the emoluments of 
the marfhial of the king’s bench, un- 
der the head of day rules alone, 
did not fall fhort of five thoufand 
pounds per annum. In proof of the 
neceflity of a reform in the laws of 
imprifonment for debt, Mr. Burges 
recited feveral cafes of flagrant in- 
juttice, and among the reft; one ofa 
perfon, who was married to a woe 
man by whom he had eight children. 
This man wanted, not only to fepa- 
rate himfelf from her, but to marry 
another ; and, becaufe his wife would 
not comply with the propofal, he 
got her arrefted and committed to 
Newgate, where fhe continued for 
many months, and was obliged to 
procure fubfiftence for herfelf and 
her children as well as fhe could. At 
length, by the art of an attorney 
{killed in the crooked practices of 
the law, fhe was prevailed upon to 
compromife with her hufband, and 
to obtain from him her liberty upon 
his own terms. _ A principal fubjeét 
of Mr. Burges’s complaint was, that 
the judges fuffered attorneys, after its 
having been provedthat they had act- 
edin a way highly difhonourable and 
dithoneit, to continue to praétife in 
their courts) This was particularly 
the cafe with the attorney he had 
jut mentioned, and the name of 
Sambidge fill remained upon the 
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roll of the court of common pleas. 
It was vehemently objected to Mr. 
Burges’s bill, that laws of the na- 
ture of that in queftion ought to ori- 
ginate in the other houfe of parlia- 
ment, and to be prepared with the 
affiftance of the judges. To this 
objeftion Mr. Burges rejejned, that 
the praétice with a fingle exception 
had been uniformly the reverfe. He 
uoted a record from the journal of 
che houfe of lords of May 1728, 
where the lords had ordered the 
judges to prepare and bring in a 
bil Some time elapfed, and the 
order was not obeyed; in confe- 
quence of which the judges being 
called upon to explain their conduct, 
alleged, that the drawing of bills 
was not within their province. They 
held it to be their office to explain 
and adminifter the laws with equal 
juftice after they were made; but 
they conceived it to be no part of 


BRITISH AND 


their duty to interfere in maki 
them. The bill was oppofed by 
the principal lawyers in the houfe, 
and was ganar: without a divifion, 

Better fuccefs attended a bill jp. 
troduced by an alderman, late theriff 
of the city of London, for abolifh. 
ing the penalty awarded againk 
women guilty of certain crimes, 
which, as the law had come down to 
us from the times of Gothic feye. 
rity, was burning alive. It had beea 
cultomary to commute this punifh. 
ment, and to ftrangle the convid at 
the place of execution previoufly to 
her being burned ; but this irregu. 
larity was countenanced by the he 
riff at his peril, and rendered him 
liable by the exifting laws to a crimi- 
nal Silicusicn. Both the fubftance 
and the form of this punifhment 
were taken away by the bill in quef- 
tion. 
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Lap India Affairs. 
Profecution of Mr. Haftings. 
Commons for a Libel, 


HE affairs of our territorial 
poffeffions in the Eafh-Indies 
furnifhed in the prefent feflion,as they 
had done for many preceding years, 
feveral topics of no uninterefting dif- 
cuffion, The firft that came for- 
ward at the prefent time, was intro- 
duced by a petition fiom captain 
David Williams, complaining of the 
injury his character and happinefs 
had fuftained, from an imputation 
thrown upon him in the articles of 
charges. for the impeachment of Mr. 
Haflings, which imputation had 
been repeated, and particularly upon 





Petition of Captain Williams. 


Regulation of the 


Major Scott cel ured h the Hout 
Ea India Buaget. vf y ife of 


a late occafion, in the public newt 
papers. Captain Williams there 
tore demanded, that his innocence 
or guilt might be put into a regular 
train of examination, by which 
means only could he be protected 
from the everlafting reproach and in- 
famy that would otherwife fattea 
upon himfelf and his family. 
Captain Williams had been one 
of the Englith officers in the pro 
vince of Oude, at the time of the 
rebellion, real or pretended, of the 
begums or princeffes of that country 


againft the nabob, of whom the one 
was 
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was the mother, and the other the 
grandmother. At this period a 
number of perfons to the amount of 
one hundred and fifteen were con- 
fined prifoners in the fortrefs of 
Gorucpour, whofe crime feems to 
have been their oppolition to the 
regular collection of revenue on the 
part of the nabob. ‘Thefe prifoners 
were ordered by the Mahometan 
commander of the fortrefs to be put 
to the fword, and eighteen of them 

rifhed in this execution. But 
raja Muftapha Khan, who appears 
to have been the moit eminent of 
the prifoners, and who was an object 
of particular refentment, efcaped 
this butchery ; upon which occation 
colonel Hannay, the Englih com- 
mander in chief, fent orders for his 
being beheaded. The Indian go- 
vernor of the fort declined to put 
this mandate in execution, upon a 
plea of informality ; and captain 
Williams appears to have taken 
upon him the command of Goruc- 
pour, for the particular purpofe of 
putting Muftapha Khan to death. 
His defence for fo doing, was, the 
exprels order of his commander in 
chief, colonel Hannay, and the fen- 
tence of death, which, as captain 
Williams alleged to have heard, 
had paffed upon him from the na- 
bob of Oude. Muftapha Khan was 
defcribed by his adverfaries as a 
notorious robber and murderer, 
who lived by plunder and rapine, 
and who had frequently been at the 
bead of an army, raifed by himfelf, 
of feven and ten thoufand horfe and 
foot. Captain Williams alleged in 
his petition, that the diftriét in 
which Gorucpour ftood, was, at the 
time of the execution, in a ftate 
of anarchy and rebellion ; and that 
eight hundred banditti were in full 
march to refcue Muftapha Khan, 
who retreated when they beard of 
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his death. This tranfaction was 
denominated in the articles of im- 
peachment a “ cruel and atrocious 
murder, perpetrated by captain Da- 
vid Williams, or fome other Englith 
officer.”” The death of Muftapha 
Khan took place in September 
1781. 

The petition was prefented by 
major Scott, and its prayer was eh- 
forced by Mr. Francis. Mr. Frans 
cis faid, that it had been imputed 
to him, that he was a man ra im- 
placable in his enmities, as to have 
renounced the opportunity of amaf> 
fing the enormous fortune, that 
many others had made in India, 
and which he might have acquired 
by a coalition with Mr. Hattings, 
and to have given up the profpect 
of fucceeding to the government of 
Bengal, which by the fame means 
he might have fecured ; that, in- 
ftead of receiving a great falary, 
and enjoying a high fituation in 
perfect quiet and repofe, together 
with an ample fhare in the patronage 
of the government, he had pafled 
fix years of mifery and bitternefs 
in an unavailing oppofition to Mr. 
Hattings ; and all this for the fake 
of gratifying an unaccountable ma- 
lignity againft a man, who, to his 
knowledge at lealt, had never done 
him an injury. He was going to 
take a ftrong part now ; and, what- 
ever enmity might be imputed to 
him againit Mr. Haittings, he could 
not be fuppofed to entertain againtt 
captain Williams, whom he never 
faw. Mr. Francis commented upon 
the various parts of the tranfa¢tion ; 
obferving, that, though captain Wil- 
liams had alleged a warrant for exe- 
cution from the nabob, yet this Was 
only upon hearfay, and no fuch war- 
rant had ever appeared ; and calling 
upon the military members, the law. 
yers,andthechouleto determine, whe. 
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ther, at the fame time that the rules 
of war obliged every officer to com- 
y with the commands of his 
Ore this plea would juftify him 
in executing all: commands without 
diltin&tion, to march or to murder, 
to fight or toaffaffinate. The houfe 
of commons had four years before 
voted, that a cruel and atrocious 
murder, with circumftances of enor- 
mous. vation, had been 
trated by captain David Williams, 
or fome other Englith officer. This 
had left the perfonal guilt 
in fome degree of fufpenfe, but cap- 
tain Williams now voluntarily came 
forward to claimandappropriate it to 
himfelf. He could not endure the idea 
of a doubt, his mind could not fub- 
mit toa divifion of the guilt; “ the 
fact,” he cried, “ is true, and I am 
the man.” The homicide being 
thus avowed, they had nothing to 
confider, but the principles upon 
which it was jullified, and the no- 
tice they fhould take of it. As long 
as it was in any degree doubtful who 
the perfon was that committed the 
murder, the houfe of commons might 
be excufed in not having proceeded 
further; but now that the man 
came and forced himfelf into their 
view, if they wilfully fhut their eyes 
upon fuch a faét, or refufed to en- 
Awe into it, they would defert 
cir duty, they would violate 
their trnft, they would forfeit their 
right, and in fact ceafeto be, what 
the conflitution, not for their own 
fakes, but for the good of the peo- 
ple, had declared them, the grand in- 
quett of the nation——Mr. Pitt op- 
poled the taking notice of the peti- 
tion, fromthe circumftance of captain 
Williams not having advanced his 
complaint for more than three years 
from the time when the articles were 
voted. The petition was rejeed. 
Seven a after this reje&tion, 


Mr. Francis, partly from a mato 
confideration of the circum 

and incited by the perfonal 
requeft of captain Williams, fyb. 
mitted to the houfe a motion fora 
committee, to enquire irto the cin 
cumftances attending the executiog 
of raja Muftapha Khan. This mo 
tion was fupported by Mr. Pitt, 
who obferved, that the cafe, as it 
how came forward, materially dif. 
fered from a vague and unfupported 
allegation ftated in a petition, the 
author of the motion having affured 
the houfe, that he was in poffeffion 
of proof of the truth of the accuf 
tion, He did not mean however, 
by confenting to the enquiry, to 
slides himfelf to any fpecific con. 
clufion, refpe€ting the propriety of 
which the houfe would be enabled 
to judge when the enquiry wascom- 
pleted. They might either take 
upon themfelves to inftitute a profe. 
cution for murder, or adopt fome 
other mode of proceeding, or finally 
might determine from the confidera 
tion of the cafe, whether there were 
any defect in the criminal law of 
the kingdom, to which they might 
apply a legiflative cure with regard 
to the time to come. 

Sir Archibald Macdonald, attor- 
ney general, oppofed the motion 
He warned the houfe againft engag- 
ing in a new profecution while the 
impeachment of Mr. Hattings was 
ow He faid, that,.if captain 

illiams were convicted, fuch an 
event would operate in a way pecis 
liarly unfavourable to Mr. Haftings, 
and fubjeét himtodifadvantages with 
which he ought not to be loaded. 
If, on the contrary, captain Wil 
liams were acquitted, the ory 
of the i hment would find 
themfelves proportionably embat- 
raffled, and the defendant would 
gain what might be termed an uh 
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advantage. He added, 
that it had hitherto been the prac- 
tice of the houfe of commons to 
confine itfelf, in affairs of criminal 
profecution, to mifdemeanours and 
cafes of high treafon. They had 
never ventured to interfere between 
the two extremes of criminal offence, 
and that as he believed for the wifelt 
reafons. 

The queftion was adjourned upon 
the motion of fir Richard Arden, 
matter of the rolls, for fourteen days; 
he fuggefting doubts, which at the 
conclufion of that period he urged 
with greater confidence, that there 
was any law, by which an offender 
could be tried, upon a charge of hav- 
ing murdered a foreigner in a coun- 
try not fubje& to the Britifh em- 

ire, The aét of parliament of king 

enry the Eighth, under which it 
was originally fuppofed that captain 
Williams might be tried, related to 
murders committed upon the ocean, 
and in no fingle iathenite had ever 
been applied to a cafe analogous 
to the prefent. The act, common- 
ly called Mr. Pitt’s Eaft-India ac, 
were its authority ever fo exprefs, 
which fir Richard Arden denied, 
was an ex poft facto law, it not 
having paffed till the year 1784, 
and the alleged homicide being 
committed in 1781. He added, 
that he would not undertake to juf- 
tify the conduét of captain Wil- 
liams. That officer had undoubtedly 
acted as he had thought right, and 
through a miftaken fenfe of duty, 
though he had inadvertently done 
that, to the confequences of which a 
man of more recolleétion would not 
have expofed himfelf. He did not 
however think the cafe of fufficient 
confequence to call for the interfe- 
rence of the houfe of commons. 

Sir John Scott, folicitor general, 
obferved, that under the ufage of 
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the courts below, every man indié- 
ed for murder had his remedy, fhould 
the profecution turn out to be ma- 
licious, or fhould there be fufficient 

und to warrant a fuppofition, 
that the profecutor had acted from 
a private purpofe, and not from a 
regard to public juftice. The man 
fo injured might bring his aétion 
for cain, and a candid and con- 
fiderate jury would doubtlefs award 
him liberal damages. Sir John 
Scott therefore called upon Mr. 
Francis perfonally to undertake the 
profecution, and in a manly way 
expofe himfelf to the rifk which the 
con{titution had annexed to fuch a 
proceeding. 

Mr. Fox obferved in reply to the 
arguments of Mr. Arden, that put- 
ting a man to death from mere in- 
attention, was in his mind that fort 
of inadvertency which conftituted 
the worft {pecies of crime, and called 
for the moft exemplary punifh- 
ment. He combated the affertion 
of fir John Scott, that it was a 
principle in the Englifh law, that 
there muft be an individual refponfi- 
ble to the party charged with a 
crime, againit whom he might have 
his remedy in cafe he fhould be ace 
quitted. There were cafes indeed 
where there was and ought to be 
fuch a refponfibility, but they were 
exceptions to the general principle, 
and nothing more. Indictments for 
criminal offences ran in the name of 
the king; and the reafon for this 
was, that public juftice might not be 
fruftrated in oils where men com- 
mitted crimes, of which no indivie 
dual might be willing to accufe 
them. Avothe: mode of profecte 
tion was that of a grand jury pre- 
fenting a bill of indiétment of their 
own motion; and it was notorious 
no action could lie againft a grand ° 
jury. A third mode was, when the 
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perfon profecuted was impeached by 
a vote of the houfe of commons. 

Mr. Pitt had altered his nign 
in the period that had elapfed dur- 

the tof the debate. 

was convinced by the crown 
lawyers, there was no ftatute 

which captain Williams could 
be tried; and that upon any exilt- 
ing law they might with equal ye 
priety attempt to try any fubject of 
this country for the murder of a 
Frenchman in France, a Spaniard 
in Spain, or the fubject of any other 
foreign ftate within the dominions 
of that flate. If the enquiry there- 
fore was fuflered to proceed, the 
houfe would ftand in the difgraceful 
predicament of having a murder re- 
corded upon its journals, without 
being able to take one flep to a 
the murderer to jultice. He added, 
that it might be proper for parlia- 
ment to make fome provifion with a 
view to fimilar cafes for the future ; 
which provifion, he believed, ought 
to be, by nting fome additional 
powers to the Britilh jurifdiction ex- 
ercifed in India; fince, though it 
might prove advifable to try mif- 
demeanours committed in India in 
the courts of Great Britain, the 
ufual mode of doing which was by 
written depofitions taken upon the 
fpot, it had however never been 
Sama right to try perfons ac- 
cufed of capital crimes upon fuch 
evidence, The queltion was car- 
ried in the negative; ayes 22, 
noes 61. 

The feffion of parliament was 
already drawing to its clofe, when 
on the eleventh of May Mr, Burke 
offered a motion to the confidera- 
tion of the houfe of commons, in 
relation to the trial of Mr. Hatt- 
ings. That trial had now continued 
for three years, a circumftance al- 


together unprecedented in any cri- 





BRITISH AND 


minal profecution in this or 
any other country, A part of thi 
delay was to be leveuted to eee 
ture of the fubject, the diflance g 
which the tranfactions had been can 
ried on, the difficulty of eftablithing 
them by regular evidence, and the 
circumltance of the impeachment 
comprehending the public adminj. 
{tration of an imperial province dup 
ing a feries of years. But it ftill re. 
mained to be confidered, whether 
the whole of the delay could be 
imputed to any or all of thef 
caufes. The queltion was of no 
common magnitude, fince the len 
in fome degree defeated the very 
objet of the profecution, An ee 
ample was to be made, provided 
the charges could be eftablithed, 
of a great and mighty delinquent 
weedin b to exemplary juftice, and 
future offenders were to be deterred 
by the view of his fate. But the 
trial of Mr. Haftings had already 
heen fo long, fo expenfive, fo bur 
thenfome to the managers of the 
profecution, and fo heavy a duty 
upon the court that tried him, that 
future offenders might conclude, 
with fome fhow of probability, that 
the nation would not lightly engage 
in a fecond profecution of the fame 
nature, however great might be the 
delinquency that feemed to demand 
it. Under thefe circumftances each 
of the partics was willing to throw 
the blame of delay upon its » i 
yonent. ‘The friends of Mr. Hate 
ings afferted, that the trial had bees 
ftudioufly procraltinated, that the 
managers had wafted a confiderable 
portion of its time by the unprece 
dented length of their fpeeches 
that they had involved the coyrt™ 
perpetual queftions of evidence, am 
that two only out of fixteen of thelf 
ueftions had been decided in thet 
ae Inanfwer to this Mr. bes 
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i hefitate to allege, that the 
poder of the delay was im- 
utable to Mr. Haftings; that he 
bid obtained a negative upon the 
plan of the managers for trying 
each charge feparately, which wou 


tly expedited the whole ; 
ah that his yee hed infifted upon 


r, any extract of which 
dasa ced by Ane profecution, be- 
ing read entire to the court. With 
veh to the queftions of evidence, 
it was partic we ftated by Mr. 
Fox, that the reafon for their hav- 


ing been fo numerous, was that: 


the managers had not been made 
acquainte with the principles upon 
which any evidence was pronounced 
incompetent; and he exprefsly af- 
firmed, that the managers had not 
adduced one fingle article of evi- 
dence, which they: had _previoufly 
imagined would be declared incom- 
petent by the court that conducted 
the trial—Meanwhile it was not the 
rovince of the houfe of commons 
to decide the controverfy between 
the two parties at iffue; but it 
feemed incumbent upon them to 
adopt fome meafure, to put the trial 
in a train for being concluded in a 
reafonable time ; and fuch was the 
fubject of Mr. Burke’s propofition. 
He accordingly moved two refolu- 
tions, which were adopted by the 
houfe. The firft, “ that that houfe 
taking into confideration the inter- 
ruptions occafioned by the occupa- 
tion of the judges and the houfe of 
lords, as well as the impediments 
which had occurred, or might oc- 
cur in the courfe of the trial, did, 
without meaning to abandon the 
truth or importance of the charges, 
authorize the managers to infift only 
on fo many as fhould appear to 
them conducive to the obtaining 
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fpeedy and effeétual juftice.” B 
the fecond refolution they declared 


their conviction, “ that they were 
bound to perfevere in the profecu- 
tion of the impeachment till judg- 
ment fhould be obtained upon the 
important articlesitcontained.” Mr. 
Pitt declared his approbation of the 
firft of thefe motions; and that, 
though the fecond did not appear 
to him abfolutely neceffary, he had 
no intention to refiit it. But fir 
John Scott, towards the clofe of the 
debate, and when many members 
had withdrawn under the belief 
that there would be no divifion, col- 
leéted the voices of the houfe upon 
the fecond propofition. It was car- 
ried; ayes 48, noes 31. 

We are now brought in the courfe 
of our narrative to a tranfaction of 
a very interefting nature, and which 
reflects no very high a of credit 
upon the managers of the profecu- 
tion of Mr. Hattings. They had 
in various inftances difcovered a 
very lively fenfibility to the animad- 
verlions, which, in the freedom of 
argumentation, were made upon the 
impeachment. ‘Two or three dif- 
ferent profecutions had been moved 
againft the perfons, who were faid 
to have libelled the dignity of the 
houfe of commons by the licentiouf- 
nefs of their comments upon this 
proceeding ; and the publither of 
one of thefe libels, which we have 
particularly noticed as having been 
written by the ingenious and unfor- 
tunate Mr. Logan *, was acquitted 
upon his trial. In the courfe of the 
prefent feflion Mr. Fox had be- 
trayed his fenfibility in the difcuf- 
fion of the affair of captain Wil- 
liams, having remarked with parti- 
cular acrimony, that it was for the 
houfe to determine, whether a per. 


* New Annual Regitter for 1783, p..107, 
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who, like major Scott, made it 
Gunbees. prema Se sree the 
of parliament upon fo im- 
an occafion, to mifreprefent 
their motives, aud to traduce the 


vers of the profecation, ought 
to be fullered to continue a member, 
A fimilar inflance occurred, when 
Scott animadverted, with 
fhow of reafon, upon the rath- 
nefs of the managers, in having in- 
ferted in the charges, that “a cruel 
and atrocious murder had been com- 
mitted by captain David Williams, 
or fome other Englith officer.” He 
obferved, that it was in a high de- 
gree unjult to connect, in this loofe 
and general way, the name of any 
individual with a charge of murder, 
when from the form of the expref- 
fion it feemed to appear, that the 
authors of the charges were not ful- 
ly fatisfied that be was the murderer. 
Mr. Fox complained, that the treat- 
ment which the managers had ex- 
perienced was unparalleled in any 
riod of our hiftory, and was fa 
iliberal, that in his opinion neither 
that houfe nor any public body had 
a right to impofe it on any fet of 
men, noes by themfelves, and 
acting under their authority. Theie 
complaints however appearing to 
gain no great degree of attention, 
nor to excite any extraordinary fym- 
pathy, the managers at length de- 
termined to fix a vote of cenfure 
upon fome member of that houfe, 
and they accordingly {elected major 
Scott ; who, afew days after the de- 
bate upon the refolutions for continu- 
— trialof Mr. Haftings, had ub- 
lifhed, through the medium of the 
new{papers, aletter, intendedtoprove 
from the reafonings we have already 
recited, that the long duration of 
the trial of Mr. Haftings was to be 
imputed to the fyitematical procraf- 
tination of the manazers. 
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It is extraordinary that Mr, F, 
who about two months. before hat 
entered into a long and very powen 
ful argument to prove, that, in the 
cafe of religion, every man had g 
right to believe, and to profcte sal 
diffeminate; his fentiments, withoy 
control from the civil power, 
it appeared that he mi tin 
fentiments the . pretence of 
violence, tumult or crime, fhould 
not have perceived, that this 
ciple applied with equal force tg 
every other fpecies of fenti 
as well as religious ones, The firl, 
perhaps the moft important duty 
incumbent upon every man, is to 
{peak the truth, and to practife no 
fort of diffimulation or falfhood, 
So far therefore from its being a 
crime in any man to propagate hig 
fentiments in every regular and 
peaceable manner, there is no d 
with which he hag lefs right to di 
penfe, than that of attacking every 
proceeding that appears to him tg 
he wrong, and endeavouring to per. 
fuade all mankind to entertain the 
fame opinion of it that he does. It 
is impoflible to arrive at general and 
important truth, but through the 
medium of difcuffion ; and it is the 
want only of free, impartial and 
general difcuffion, that has fo ong 
involved mankind in the molt fa 
errors. ‘There is no calculation that 
can tell us, what unbounded advan 
tages will inftantaneoufly arife, when 
all mankind fhall be perfuaded to 
{peak the truth, and when no un 
jutt laws or mifguided timidity hall 
reftrain them; when every maa 
fhall feel it to be the highelt of du- 
ties to fpeak what he knows of his 
neighbour and of himfelf, of the 
principles we ought to praétife, and 
of the form by which we ought to be 
coverned. 
eretted, that men of the molt un- 
bounded 
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itical habits, be prevent 
ag ae the juftice of thefe 
maxims; and. nothing can more 
ftrongly awaken the pity of an cn- 
lightened mind, than to obferve the 
weaknefs and inconfiftency with 
which fuch men exprefs themfelves, 
when they feek to defend principles 
eternally faife. 

The queftion refpecting the libel 
of major Scott was introduced into 
the houfe of commons. by pes 
Burgoyne; and he obferved, that, 
when he confidered that the princi- 
pal perfon fele&ted as the ac gas of 
attack, was entitled above all other 
men to univerfal refpeét and admi- 
ration ; when he remarked, that this 
man of malice, as his libeller had 
termed Mr. Burke, united wifdom 
and experience with every elegance 
pf mind, every humane feeling, and 
every amiable faculty which sloreed 
mankind; that this man of malice 
led a life of private virtue, of public 
induftry, and unremitting attention 
to the firlt interefts of fociety ; that, 
when all confiderations of a party 
fhould be no more, and the libelled 
and the libellers laid in the duft, he 
would be looked upon by pofterity 
as the honour of his time; it was 
impoffible not to feel the indigna- 
tion due to the rancour of thofe, who 
feleéted fuch a character, as the ob- 
je& of their calumny, and the mark 
of their detraétion, 

The charge being properly open- 
ed, major Scott was permitted to 
{peak in his own defence, He had 
not expected at this time of day fuch 
a motion from fuch a quarter. He 
knew that the houfe poffeffed great 
and important privileges; but he 
koew that there were rules “ more 
honoured in the breach than in the 
obfervance ;” and he had always 
fuppofed, that in the freef country 
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fog 
in the world, the houfe had cone 


fented to dif with the rigid ob- 
fervance of jome of thefe rules. It 
was one of the ftanding orders of 
rliament, that no { tors fhould 
admitted into the gallery. It 
was a breach of privilege for any 
man to publifh the fpeeches made 
in that houfe ; and yet both of thefe 
rules were conitantly fuperfeded, 
pene with very beneficial effe&, 
jor Scott undertook to juttify hig 
conduct from Mr, Sheridan’s Com- 
rative View of the India Bills of 

r. Fox and Mr. Pitt, in which 
many parliamentary meafures were 
treated with great freedom; from 
a letter semi publifhed by gene- 
ral Burgoyne to his conftituents at 
Prelton; and from Mr. Burke’s 
printed fpeech upon the debts of 
the nabob of Arcot, in which it 
was affirmed, “ that all the ats and 
monuments in the records of pecu- 
lation, the confolidated corruption 
of ages, the patterns of exem 
plunder in the heroic times of Ro- 
man iniquity, never equalled the 
gigantic corruption of Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Dundas in this tranfac- 
tion.” 

Mr. Fox replied to fome of the 
reafonings that were urged againtt 
general Burgoyne’s motion, and be- 
gan his {fpeech with certain quefr 
tions, the true anfwer to which will 
perhaps be found upon confidera- 
tion to be oppofite tothat which the 
{peaker delired. It was, he ob- 
ferved, a poor extenuation of any 
offence, to fay, that the houfe had 
neglected to notice other libels on 
the managers. Was its merciful 
remiffnefs in fome cafes, a reafon 
why it aught not to proceed with 
feverity again{t a breach of privilege 
the moft flagrant and outrageous? 
Was it an argument that ought to 
be borne in a court of jultice, if, 
on 

































ones nara for a libel againft 
Mr. Fox, it were faid, that he bore 
a torrent of libels for fourteen years 


between the criminality 
ore leokicle or the printer of a 
newlpaper and major Scott. Be- 
ing a member of ee he had 
an opportunity of making any com- 
apr againft the managers, which 
thought their conduct deferved. 
He might have done fo fairly and 
,» and had no occafion to libel 
from one end of the kingdom 
to the other. Was it not enough 
for their libellers, that they might 
drag forth every action of their pri- 
wate lives, that they — enter 
their dwellings, expofe the weak- 
neffes that men might naturaily be 
imagined defirous of . concealing, 
and trace out every circumftance of 
their condu& upon which to ground 
their falfe and fcandalous charges; 
but muft they attack them when 
acting in the capacity of managers 
of an important criminal profecu- 
tion, endeavouring to bring a great 
delinquent to juftice, and engaged 
im an affair, upon the fate of which 
the future happinefs of millions de- 
pended, and perhaps the exiftence 
of the Englih conititution, which 
was intimately connected with the 
free exercife of the inquifitorial 
wers of that houfe? The time 
had been, when the author of fuch 
a libel would without hefitation 
have been committed to prifon; 
and Mr, Fox was clearly of opi- 
nion, that the fault committed me- 
rited for the offender the penalty of 
expulfion, though it had been de- 
termined to call only for a much 
milder cenfure. 
Mr. Burke declared, that, for 
himfelf, he entertained an utter 
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contempt fer the whole a 
thofe ns, who called th 
the friends of Mr. Hattings; hm 
the houfe could not, confit 
with what was due to their ow, 
honour, difregard what he was f 
tisfied was part of a fyftem to cove 
the frauds, perjuries, and villaniey 
of the delinquent. He was no 
afraid of the liberty of the prefs, he 
was not even afraid of its licentiouf. 
nefs, but he avowed himfelf afraig 
of its venality. Mr. Haftings wa 
able to buy up all the ne 
and he had heard from what he 
deemed good authority, that twenty 
thoufand pounds had beet ex 
in.the publication of Mr. Haftin 
libels. The motion of general ra 
goyne contifted of three parts : that 
it was a high breach of privilege to 
write or publith any fcandalous and 
libellous refleétions on the honour 
and juftice of the houfe, in any of 
the impeachments or profecutionsin 
which it was engaged; that maj 
Scott’s letter was a libel of this 
feription; and that major — 
for the faid grofs and fcandalous of, 
fence, fhould be reprimanded by the 
fpeaker at the bar of the houfe. 
The principle of general Bur 
goyne’s motion was Senet by 
adminiftration. It was unqueftion- 
able, that major Scott’s letter was 
of the nature of what is common 
ly termed a libel, and they matt of 
confequence have given up a dot 
trine, which no doubt they regarded 
with infinite partiality, if they had 
fuffered themfelves to come between 
the libeller and the refentment of 
parliament. They did not however 
fee the cafe in fo very atrocious 4 
light, as that in which it was de 
feribed by the managers. Mr 
Dundas obferved in mitigation, 
that crimes of this fort were at pre 


fent but too common, and that the 


new! 
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of late years had fpoken 
ees fufficiently fhewing, 
that the perfons who conducted them 
were decidedly of opinion, that there 
t to be as much freedom of 
rae in newfpapers, as in that 
houfe. Mr. Pitt fuffered the two 
firit propofitions to pafs unamended ; 
but, when the terms grofs and fcan- 
dalous were applied to — Scott, 
though he thought them fufficientl 
defcriptive of the matter of the libel, 
yet he did not confider them as be- 
comingly liberal towards a member 
of that houfe. Thefe words were 
given up at his inftigation. He then 
proceeded to fuggelt as another 
amendment, that major Scott fhould 
be reprimanded in his place, and not 
at the bar. This point however was 
not willingly conceded. In anfwer 
to an argument of Mr. Windham, 
that the impropriety was lefs for 
the proceedings of pores and 
the topics of their debate to be com- 
mented upon from the prefs in po- 
litical queftions ; but that it was to 
the laft degree atrocious to interfere 
in their judicial proceedings, and 
comment upon the matter or con- 
duct of a criminal charge, while the 
caufe was trying: Mr. Pitt admit- 
ted the diftinction. But would Mr. 
Windham venture to maintain, that, 
if liberties were repeatedly taken 
with the charaéter of the party 
accufed, and the matter of charge 
againtt him aggravated without 
doors, in converfation and in newf- 
papers, that the friends of the de- 
tendant were not at liberty to vin- 
dicate his character, through the 
fame medium which was ufed as the 
vehicle of his abufe ?—The queftion 
was at length amended in the man- 
ner Mr. Pitt had propofed, and the 
propofitions voted without a di- 
vifion, 


Nothing can more ftrikingly thew 
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the futility of this proceeding, than 
the mildnefs of the cenfure, with 
which, in conformity to the liberal 
fpirit of the times, the manager 

were obliged to content their me 
ment. The {peaker indeed endea- 
voured, as the nature of his fitua» 
tion feemed to require, to give dig- 
nity to the proceeding, by the fo- 
lemnity of the fpeech he addrefled 
to the offender. But the levity and 
abfurdity of major Scott placed the 
tranfaction in its true point of ridi- 
cule. He declared, that he yielded 
with the utmoft fabmiffion to the re- 
primand of the fpeaker, and was 
much concerned, that, in the opi- 
nion of the houfe, he had merited it 3 
at the fame time adding, that, now 
he was upon his legs, he would give 
notice of a motion to enquire into 
the truth of one of the allegations 
of his letter, ftating, that the refo- 
lutions for impeaching Mr. Haft- 
ings, and the refolutions annually 
moved by Mr. Dundas upon the In- 
dian budget, were in exprefs con- 
tradiction to each other. A mem- 
ber obferved, that it feemed due to 
decorum, that the author of the libel 
fhould not, in the very moment of 
the reprimand, give notice of a mo- 
tion to recriminate upon thofe that 
had brought the charge againit him. 
But major Scott affured the mem- 
ber, that he was never fo mean as 
to meditate recrimination ; and that, 
now that the bufinefs was over, he 
thought no more of it than if it had 
never happened. Major Scott after- 
wards thought proper to give up the 
intended motion, which he had at 
this time notified to the houfe. 

On the thirty-firt of March 
Mr. Dundas introduced his annual 
detail of the finances of the Eaft- 
India company. The net revenue 
for the year 1788-1789, after de- 
fraying every expence of eltablith- 
ment 












ment in our Afiatic provinces, he 
fiated at 2,150,000l. a fum exceed- 
Seceeoiie n Seay a facet 
the " r by the iumo 
330,001, j exatir’ Mr. Dundas 
3m to two caufes, the increafe 
of revenue in Bengal, in con- 
of the new fyitem, by 

ich the lands were leafed to their 
prefent occupants in petuity ; 
and the hi — amount the reve- 
nue upon falt. The firft -of thefe 
caufes promifed every profpe& of 
anency; he might even add, of 
improvement and increafe. If a 
fimilar queftion were put to him re- 
fpecting ‘the fecond, he fhould not 
return the fame anfwer. He did 
not believe, that the high revenue 
upon falt of the preceding year would 
continue ; and to fay the truth, he 
did not even defire it. Its increafe 
muft have arifen either from a more 
numerous population, or from the 
advanced price of the article. He 
did not believe fo fudden an effect 
could have flowed from the firit; 
and if from the laf, it was, in his 
mind, a circumftance to be deplored, 
becaufe the diet of the natives, the 
body of whom were of the Gentoo 
race, was chiefly confined to rice 
and falt, and confequently with 
them, falt was a neceflary of life. 
He fhould think the lofs of a hundred 
or a hundred and fifty thoufand 
unds of revenue, was a facrifice 
well made, and the obje& worthy 
of the price, when that object was 
the accommodation and happinefs 
of a whole people. But, whatever 
judgment might be formed refpedt- 
ing the temporary excefs, it deferved 
to be remarked, tliat the whole ac- 
tual revenue had been collected with. 
in the compals of the year ; a cir- 
cumitance that fuflliciently proved, 
that thefe provinces were in a flou- 
rifhing fate, and that, if no obftacle 





occurred, the inhabitants of 
would, in a few years, be able ty 
pay off all their arrears. Muck 
Mr. Dundas faid, as every man my} 
fee, depended upon the continuang 
of peace; but, when he looked 
round, and confidered the fituatigg 
of other European nations, efpecial 
ly when he took into the account 
our connection with Holland, he 
thought he fhould not entertain tog 
fanguine expectations, if he com 
cluded that the tranquillity of Indig 
would not foon be difturbed. He 
was confident, that no apprehem 
fion need be conceived from any of 
the native princes of India, fo 

as we pad se the courfe in whi 
we were now engaged, and preferved 
a fyftem of moderation and juttice, 
He muft indeed prove a daring go- 
vernor general, who could venture 
fo far, as to difobey pofitive inftruc. 
tions from home, and to renderit 
the intereft of the native princes to 
form a combination againit us. 

Mr. Tierney var inte a minute 
computation of the affairs of the 
Eaft India company, and complain 
ed of the conduct of Mr. Dundas, 
in confining himfelf to the finances 
of our polfeffions in Afia, and of 
confequence prefenting to the houfe 
a partial and fallacious view of the 
fubje&, The refult of Mr. ‘Tierney’s 
calculations was, that the debts and 
demands upon the company, in the 
year 1790, exceeded thofe of 1787 
by the he of 96,o00l, 

Mr. Francis {poke at fome length 
upon the fubject. He imputed to 
Mr. Dundas the having involved and 
obfcured a very fimple queftion ina 
multitude of figures, and ane 
feries of computations, Of what 
confequence was all that gentleman's 
arithmetic, when the notorious fa 
was, that we had no return from Iw 
dia, but a return or transfer of debts, 
which 
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which the company could not pay, 
and which, rani th ee mutt fall 
upon the fhoulders of England ; 
ween the company, inftead of dif- 
charging their bonds, and clearing 
themfelves from the burthen of their 
debts at home, were every year 
coming to parliament for affittance, 
for leave to borrow more money, for 
an authority te increafe their capi- 
tal, which was only another name 
for running farther in debt, or for 
the direé&t power of the legiflature to 
protect them againft their creditors, 
either by authorifing them not to ac- 
cept the bills that were drawn er 
them, or not to pay the bills they had 
accepted? Lord Cornwallis indeed, 
as well as Mr. Dundas, fpoke in 
one of his letters of a furplus of two 
millions fterling ; but in another let- 
ter, dated within five days of the for- 
mer, he exprefsly declared, that the 
debts in Bengal could only be paid 
by a diminution of the inveftments, 
or the remittance of a large fum of 
money from Europe for the pur- 
chafe of the inveftment. How was 
this declaration to be reconciled with 
the preceding ? If we had a real ef- 
fective furplus of two millions fter- 
ling, was it poffible it fhould difap- 
pear, and no man be able to tell 
what was become of it ? 

Mr. Francis owned, that, with 
refpeét to the revenue upon falt, Mr. 
Dundas had fpoken ina manner ex- 
tremely pleafing to his feelings. He 
had truly ftated falt to be a neceffa- 
ry of life in Bengal, more than in 
any other country. Nature feemed 
to have confidered the circumitance, 
and had made falt one of the cheap- 
eft manufactures in that part of the 
world. The medium price of la- 
bour in Bengal was an anna and a 
half per day, or three pence half- 
penny Englifh; and upon this 
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rice it was frequently neceffary to 
ubfilt a family of five soten 
Without falt their vegetable food 
was a f{pecies of poifon to them; nor 
could the cattle, in that country, 
a without it to any ufeful pur- 
pofe. 

Mr. Francis enlarged, w'th par- 
ticular emphafis, upon a letter of 
lord Cornwallis, of the fecond of 
Au 1789. Speaking of the new 
eftablifhment of perpetual rents, 
the governor general faid, “the fe- 
curity of property, and the cer- 
tainty, which each individual will 
now feel, of being allowed to enjoy 
the fruit of his labours, muft operate 
uniformly, as incitements to labour 
and induftry.” The phrafe of 
what each individual would “ now 
feel,” was a tolerably explicit con- 
feflion of the mifery and oppreflion 
the inhabitants had long fuffered. 
In the riext paragraph of his letter, 
lord Cornwallis affured the direc- 
tors, ** that it would be of the ut- 
mott importance, that the principal 
landholders and traders, in the 
interior parts of the country, 
fhould be reltored to fuch cireum- 
ftances, as to enable them to fup- 
port their families with decency.” 
Had Mr. Dundas been year after 
year boafting of the profperity of the 

rovince of Bengal, and was it only 
in the year 1790 that it was re- 
commended, that the principal land- 
holders and traders in the provinces 
fhould be reftored to the power of 
fupporting their families with de- 
cency? The next paragraph con- 
feffed that agriculture and internal 
commerce had for many years been 
declining, and that at prefent, with 
a few exceptions, the inhabitants of 
thefe interior provinces were rapid- 
ly advancing to a ftate of general 
poverty and wretchednefs, 


The 


» in order that, as the 

fond revenue cannot increafe, the 
may have an unreftrained 

wer over the internal dutics on pro- 
and manufacture; and, through 

the medium of taxes upon the i- 
creafed confumption of the necef- 
faries and luxuries of life, may par- 
ticipate in the wealth and advan- 
tages which I truft will be the con- 
fequence of a permanent revenue 
eftablifhment.”” Mr. Francis ob- 
ferved upon this paflage, that admi- 
niftration had been ‘ready to take 
credit from the abolition of a part 
of thefe duties, and he demanded to 
know, why they were not abolifhed 
altogether ? He afked, what were 
the luxuries of life to a Hindoo? 
Rice and falt were neceflaries. 
Would they tax them more in a 
country fo impoverifhed? Lord 
Cornwallis next mentioned the ar- 
ticle of opium, and faid, * he doubt- 
ed not but the relief given to the 
farmers would be more than com- 
penfated, by the encouragement that 
would be held out to extend the 
cultivation of the poppy.”? Lord 
Cornwallis. dared not propofe any 
thing, however wife and humane, 
for the benefit and relief of the na- 
tives, without accompanying it with 
foine lure to the proprietors, to con- 
vince them, that, if they loft in one 
point, he would take care they 
thould be gainers in another. Mr. 
Francis reprobated the extenfion of 
the cultivation of opium, and de- 
claied that poppies were the moft 
Roxious weed that grew. But, fo 
long as any thing was to be gained 
to the revenue, the cultivation of 
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the neceflary grain was difcouraged 
and the ood tnlareha of the ig, 
habitants were fure to be forgo. 
rent 
circumflance was mentioned 

the courfe of the debate ome 
India budget, by fir Grey re 
ceases a made the 

je& of a fpecific motion b 
Sheridan. This was the deel 
three hundred thoufand pounds by 
the bank of England to the com 
peers for the fecurity of which pan 
iament had vetted exchequer bills to 
that amount in the poffeffion of the 
bank. ‘Thefe exchequer bills wereep 
prefsly dire€ted, by act of parliament, 
tobe called in and extinguithed bythe 
sth of April 1786; but from tha 
time to the prefent the circumftance 
had pafled over in filence, and the 
debt, to this hour, was undifc 

Mr. Sheridan contrafted this with 
the fums of three hundred and two 
hundred thoufand pounds paid into 
the exchequer in the years 178g and 
1790 by the Eaft-India company, 
on account, for demands made 
them by government, but the valid 
ty of which they had declined to ae 
knowledge. This fum, he contended, 
ought, in the firft place, to have been 
employed in the redemption of the 
exchequer bills ; and that it was not, 
wasan additional confequence of Mr. 
Pitt’s fatal and unfortunate error, in 
not having made his ftand four years 
ag; and brought forward the affairs 
of the country as they really were. 
Mr. Pitt admitted the facts flated 
by Mr. Sheridan, but conceived, 


that it remained in the difcretionof 


the bank to demand payment, add 
that it was by no means incumbent 


upon government, who was the me | 


diator, to force the aétual debtor 
and creditor to clofe their accounts 
Of the refolutions Mr. Sheridas 


mov 
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woe merely declaratory of the 


were rejected, and par- 
ats the concluding one, the ob- 


31 


the fubje&, feveral of j 
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of which was, to oblige the Eaft- 


ndia company to difcharge the 
loan on oo bela the fifth of the 
enfuing January. 





ticularly 


CHA 


R. Pitt entered into the annu- 
al detail of the revenue and 
expenditure of Great Britain on the 
nineteenth of April. He exprefled 
a peculiar degree of pleafure, in be- 
ing able at this time to come forward 
aad ftate the amount of the revenue, 
no longer as a queftion of conjecture, 
but as an afcertained and indifputa- 
ble fat; an amount exceeding that 
upon which he had formerly calcu- 
lated, and which had been contro- 
verted and denied by the od gi 
fide of the houfe. He entered into 
two averages of the three preced- 
ing years, according to the loweft 
of, which, the revenue amounted to 
15,723,000l. an amount which had 
been furpaffed by the actual produce 
of the laft year in no lefs a fum than 
sco,oool. In detailing the various 
refources from which this revenue 
was conftituted, Mr, Pitt congratu- 
lated the country upon the premium 
of the lottery, which amounted to 
290,000l, and which had gone on 
in a progreffive increafe. the ftated 
the particulars of the reduction of 
the national debt fince the year 1785, 
obferving, that no lefs a capital than 
»184,000l. of three per cents had 
n purchafed, and the intereft 
taken off from the fhoulders of the 
public, 
The increafed revenue was not, 
as Mr. Pitt obferved, caufed by any 
incidental circumftance, but flowed 
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out of the increafed profperity and 
refources of the country. To prove 
this, he quoted the exports from the 
cultom-houfe entries, which for the 
laft year amounted to no lefs a fum 
than 18,5 13,000l, exceeding in Bri- 
tifh manufactures alone the avera 
exports of fix years prior to t 
American war by three millions, 
and the exports of 1787 by one 
million. The imports exceeded in an 
equal proportion ; and the number 
of our feamen was increafed to one 
third more than they had been in 
1773. Thefe advantages Mr, Pitt 
afcribed, to the goodnefs of provi- 
dence in favouring us with a centi- 
nuance of the bleffings of peace; to 
the national chara¢ter, and the excel- 
lence of our conftitution, affordin 
a vital principle fuperior to that a 
any other nation ; and laftly, to the 
firmnefs of the houfe of commons in 
facing the danger and exigency of 
the times, and generoufly facrificing 
their own eafe, and in fome refpects 
the eafe of their contlituents, to the 
paramount neceflity of the ftate. 
Mr. Sheridan declared, that it 
would have given him great plea- 


fure, if his duty would have permit- 


ted him to fit filent, and leave the 
flattering profpeéts exhibited by the 
minifter undifturbed ; but Mr. Pitt 
had himfelf declared, that it was our 
higheft glory to face the was. and 


exigency of our fituation, 





n this 
ground 





ground he felt himfelf compelled to 
maintain one of his former cal+ 
culations ; and, while he agreed with 
the minifter in his general principles, 
and in his flatement of the growing 


perity of the country, completes 


pia difagree with him in the fingle 


, that our income was equal, or 
nearly equal, to our expenditure, 
He had never fpoken in a defponding 
tone of our refources; on the con- 
trary, no man thought more highly 
of them, if judicioufly applied ; and 
his opinion was founded, as Mr. 
Pitt had profeffed his own to be, 
upon a fanguine confidence in the 

ies derived from our conftitu- 

tion, and the exertions which belong 
to our national chara&ter. Mr. She- 
ridan was willing to take Mr. Pitt’s 
own account of the revenue, though 
he might have obje&ted to certain 
atletiare, efpecially to the manner 

in which the arrears of the land and 
window tax had been added to the 
produce of the year; but he under- 
took to prove, that the expenditure, 
upon an average of four years, in- 
lading the million for the reduction 
of the national debt, cxceeded the 
revenue by two millions fterling, and 
that the adtual expenditure of 
the preceding year exceeded it by 
1,300,co0l. ‘This flatement, Mr. 
Sheridan faid, was accurately ex- 
tracted from the accounts upon the 
table, and admitted ofno poffible dif- 
pute; it was fuch as demanded the 
mott ferious attention, and rendered 
a new and determined fyftem of re- 
medy immediately neceffary. Mr. 
Sheridan added his regret, that the 
refource of the lottery thould have 
been fo triumphantly announced. 
For himfelf, he looked not to the ex- 
chequer forthe produce of a lotte- 
ry, but to the Old Bailey; not to 
the temporary advantage of the na- 
tional finances, but to the increafe 
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of our exports to Botany B 

had always oppofed it, berinlt 
was part of a fyftent which afpin 
to a momentary in, at the 
pence of thofe foond ‘te fu rl 
principles, that alone conttituted 


the true bafis of national profpe. 


"M 
rs Pitt in reply to Mr. Sheriday 
acknowledged, that our peace ef. 
blidament was not yet reduced to the 
amount fpecified in the re 
1786; but the houfe would ob 
that the report had referred that me 
duction tothe year 179t, and he 
had every reafon to believe that next 
year’s eftablifhment would not differ 
very materially from the amount 
there recommended, 
Mr. Fox differed with Mr. Sherk 
dan upon the fubje€ of lotteries 
He believed that their fufpention 
would not caufe the fufpenfion of the 
different evils, to which they wert 
conceived to give occafion, The 
prevesety to gambling in the pub 
ic at large, was undoubtedly to be 
deplored ; but, as long as it wasevie 
dent that this fpirit would be exer 
cifed to the pme extent, whe 
ther there were a lottery or no, he 
thought it fair that the public fhould 
—_ the advantage. © Mr. Sheridan 
replied, that perhaps he had had paré 


ticular, opportunity of knowin 


bad confequences that fprun 

ee ee: a0 an inftitution. He had 
a few years fince taken fome fhare 
in the plan of a police bill for thea 
ty of Weftmintter, and he was oblige 
ed of confequence to have many com 
ferences with the Weltminfter jof 
tices and other perfons from whom 
information might be obtained} 
among thefe was a pavwn-broker 
who affured him, that he had notf 
many thirigs brought to him in the 
courfe of a whole year, as = 
the drawing of the lottery. I 
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the men brought their tools, then 
the women their clothes, and one 
thing. after another, till at len h 
they brought even the little filver 
claips out of their children’s fhoes : 
the whole was indeed fuch a picture 
of penury, diftrefs and defpair, that 
no man ofthe lealt feeling could 
have contemplated it without fhud- 
dering. That picture juftified him 
in aflerting, that, let the profit arif- 
ing from the lottery be ever mssntts 
he fhould reject it, as the b c gain 
derived from a vile and pernicious 


plan of playing upon the paffions of proj 
t 


the neceflitous, the laborious and 
the poor. 

In the lottery bili of the prefent 
feflion, there were two new claufes, 
one fubjecting the printers of newl- 
papers to a penalty of fifty pounds, 
in cafe they advertifed any illegal 
thares, and the other fubjeCting the 
diftributors of hand-bills to three 
mouths imprifonment for the fame 
offence. They were both oppofed 
by Mr. Sheridan; in the latt cafe, 
becaufe the punifhment fell upon 
perfons who probably could neither 
write nor read, and who might be 
wholly ignorant of the fubject of 
the hand-bill they were diilribut- 
ing; and in the former, becaufe, 
in Mr. Sheridan’s opinion, the claufe 
materially affected the liberty of the 
prefs, without having any tendency 
to fupprefs gambling. The printer 
of a newfpaper might incur the pe- 
nalty without meaning to offend 
againit the laws and they might, 
with equal propriety, fubjeét him 
to mgecuirn for advertifing a pam- 
phiet, which, upon perufal, turned 
out to be a libel. 

The bufinefs of the feffion was 
nearly approached to its clofe, 
when, on the fifth of May, a new 
and unexpected tranfaGtion was fub- 


mitted to the confideration of pare 
1790. 
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liament. This confifted in certain 
hoftilities committed by the Spani- 
ards upon the north-weitern coaft of 
America, for which fatisfaétion had _ 
been demanded and refufed; and 
which, of confequence, were con- 
fidered as rendering an armament 
neceflary, in order, either by ter- 
ror or adétual war, to induce the 
Spaniards to make compenfation for 
the injury they had committed. A 
finall affociation of Britifh merchants 
refident in the Eaft-Indies, had, 
early in the year 1786, formed the 
roject of opening a trade to this 
por of the world, for the purpofe of 
upplying the Chinefe market with 
urs. ‘The principal point towards 
which thefe expeditions were di- 
rected, was Port Nootka, or King 
George’s Sound; and the adven- 
turers, being in fome degree fatif- 
fied withtheir traffic, took meafures, 
in the year 1788, tofecure to them- 
felves a permanent fettlement; at 
the fame time that the thipping 
employed in this expedition, was ge- 
nerally of two, iad never Bris 
the amount of four {mall veffels. 
The Spaniards conceived fome jea- 
loufy of the intrufion of the Englith 
into a part of the world, which they 
had long been defirous to regard as 
their exclufive property ; and ac- 
cordingly a Spanith frigate of twen- 
ty-fix guns was difvatched from the 
province of Mexico, for the purpofe 
of putting an end to this commerce. 
The Spanifh frigate arrived in May 
1789, and captured two Englith 
veffels in the following July, at the 
fame time taking pofleflion of the 
little fettlement, which had been 
formed upon the coalt. 

This tranfaction was firft notified 
to the Englifh government by the 
Spanifh ambaffador, refident at the 
court of London, who at the fame 
time main that meafures ao 
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its 
be taken by the Englith govern- 
ment, to prevent the inhabitants 
from ee ri thefe coaits, which 
were alleged to have been pre- 
vioully occupied by the fubjects of 
Spain. Complaints were allo made 
the filheries carried on by Great 
Britain in the feas adjoining to the 
Spanith continent, as being contra- 
to the rights of that crown. The 
Englith miniftry did not receive this 
communication in a manner that in- 
dicated much inclination to comply 
with its requifition ; and a demand 
svas immediately made by them, that 
the veflels fhould be reftored, and 
adequate fetisfaétion granted, pre- 
vioufly to any other difcuffion, By 
the anfwer from the court of Spain 
it appeared, that the captured vef- 
fels and their crews had been fet at 
liberty by the viceroy of Mexico, on 
the fuppofition, as he declared, that 
nothing but an ignorance of the 
rights of Spain could have encou- 
raged the individuals of other 
nations to attempt e(tablifhments 
upon that coaft, and in confor- 
mity to his previovs inftruttions 
to thew all poflible regard to the 
sritith flag. No farther fatisfac- 
tion was either made or offered, and 
a direét claim was fet up by the 
court of Spain, tothe exclulive rights 
of fovereignty, navigation and com- 
merece jn the territories and coafts 
of that part of the world. 

In order to determine how far this 
proceeding of the court of Madrid 
rencered aii armament on our part 
neceflary or advifable, it is princi- 
pally requifite that we fhould con- 
Gder by what motives and principles 
she hottilitics in queftion were didtat- 
ed. It was agreed on all hands, that 
the value of the trade to the port of 
Nootka was exceedingly trifling; and 
it may well be queftioned, whether 
there is any trade upon the face of 
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the earth fo valuable, as to rendéy 
it juftifiable, for that confideratigg 
only, to engage in a war. It mui 
notwithftanding be admitted, that, 
ifthe motive of the court of Spaig 
was to encroach upon our juft rights, 
and if they were feeking an occa 
fion for hoftility, the value of the 
obje& will not, mn that cafe, be the 
eats cireumftance that it becomes 
us to take intothe account. But, if 
we fhould fuppofe, that, while they 
affumed that upon which they had 
no juft claim, vo were prompted 
only by mifapprehenfion and error, 
it 1s then probable that the conte 
might have been {ettled in a mode 
lefs expenfive than that of an arma. 
ment. The having recourfe toa 
armament upon all occafions, is un 
doubtedly neither what reafon and 
wifdom would dictate, nor is it, of 
all others, the mode moft calculated 
to conciliate. Our honour only was 
at ftake, and our honour might proe 
bably have been more effectually fe 
cured by the language of reafon and 
juttice, than by the interpofition of 
force. There are other ways of 
convincing men that you are in 
earneft, befide that of putting your 
felf in a pofture of defence; and if 
Great Britain had juftice on her 
fide, and if fhe appeared firm and 
calmly perfevering, there is no doubt 
but by thefe two circumftances fhe 
would have carried her point, unlels 
Spain aétually meditated hoftilitys, 
'l'o this it may be added, that, Spain 
being attually perfuaded, from ob 
folete claims, that the right to the 
north-weltern coaft.of America wai 
hers, her procedure was fufficiently 
regular in feizing upon our fhips, and 
the tone of our government was, 
confequence, alittle too high, when 
we demanded fatisfaétion for the 
feizure, previous to difcuffion, atd 
thus began with begging the Se 
ti0 
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tion refpecting the obje& to be dif- 


cufled. . . 
A flight recollection of the affairs 
of Europewillaffift us informing fome 
conjecture as to the point, whether 
Spain was feeking 2 pretence for 
holtilities. Charles the Third, their 
late fovereign, had died in Decem- 
ber 1788; and, of coniequence, 
before we can impute a premeditated 
intention of hoftility, we muit fup- 
pofe an abfolute coincidence of 
views between him and Charles the 
Fourth, his fucceffor. The orders 
under which the Spanifh frigate 
acted, if we imagine them to have 
originated in the court of Madrid, 
mutt have been iffued under the late, 
and purfued into their confequences 
underthe prefent king. But we may 
reject this hypothefis, and yet fup- 
fe, that, though the occafion for 
oftilities was afforded by accident, 
it was improved by defign. The 
probability of this defign will be di- 
minifhed, if we recolleét the atual 
fituation of the government of 
France. It is well known how 
much the Spaniards, of late years, 
hate depended upon the family 
compact ; and nothing is more cer- 
tain, than their extreme averfion to 
the engaging in war with this coun- 
yf unlefs {upported by the court 
of Verfailles.. A more extenfive re- 
trofpe&t to the general fituation of 
Europe will furnifh an additional 
argument on the fame fide. The 
flames of war already raged among 
the northern powers ; and, accord- 
ing to the eltablithed principles of 
kings and their minifters, it was, 
under thefe circumftances, bighl 
improbable, that war fhould break 
Out on the fouthern fide, without 
the two conte ts mingling their fires, 
and blending into one general fcene 
ot hoflility. But in the prefent cafe, 
between the two principals in the 
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northern war, the Ruffians and the 
Turks, it would have been very dif- 
ficult to choofe, fince both Spain 
and Great Britain, fo far as they 
had thought proper to engage in the 
queftion, had already declared in 
favour of the Turks. 

But, laying afide for a moment 
thefe minuter confiderations, there 
isa fort of language, which, though 
it be confiderably foreign to the in- 
tercourfe of cabinets, may deferve 
for a moment to occupy our atten- 
tion. Suppofe Great Britain to 
have addrefled the Spaniards in the 
following language: “ Your claim 
to the exclulive property of the 
whole north-wettern coaft of Ame- 
rica is undoubtedly in the highett 
degree abfurd. The time will in- 
fallibly come, in the mutation of hu- 
man affairs, when you will be oblig- 
ed to depart from fo fantaftical a 
pretenfion, But if you are willing 
to deluge the world with bloodfhed 
and war upon fo ufelefs and barren 
a queftion, we underftand our duty 
better. This fur trade is fo indif- 
ferent in its value, as to make it 
doubtful, whether it was formerly 
worth beginning, or is now worth 
carrying on. How tlien can it be 
worth the introduction of calamity, 
expence, injuftice, tyranny and mur- 
der, toeflablith it ? We are notafraid 
that our forbearance in this inftance 
fhould be attributed to pufillanimity 
and cowardice, If it be, thedeception 
will foon be at an ends and it 1s of 
little confequence what others think 
of us, while we know ourfelves to be 
both brave and juft. Find us aground 
that is worth fighting upon, and we 
will contend the point as obitinately 
as the beft of you. If any nation 
fhall dare to attack our liberties, 
or our independence, if we cannot 
convince them of their folly by rea- 
fon, we will not doubt that we thal 
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do it by fortitude: The very prin- 
ciple that infpires us with a juft ab- 
horrence of wanton bloodthed, will 
render us ten times more intrepid 
and formidable, when the occation 
that we ¢ fhall oblige us to 
have recourfe to the fword.”” 

An addrefsto the hing, upon the 
fubje&t of the royal meilage, was 
moved by Mr. Pitt on the day fub- 
fequent to that on whieh it had 
been delivered ; and in opening the 
fubjeét to the houfe of commons, 
he obferved that, however natural 
it might be te look with concern 
upon the cireumftances {tated in the 
meflage and their pollible confe- 
quences, he conceived he fhould not 
do juflice to the féclings and pub- 
lic {pivit of the houfe, if he permit- 
ted himfelf for a moment to doubt 
of their unanimity with refpe& to 
fuch meafures as the circumttances 
rendered neceflary. He withed to 
abitain from all expreflions of aggra- 
vation, and indeed the bare men- 
tion of the facts, which had oceur- 
red, could not fail to induce a Bri- 
tiih houfe of commons to refent the 
indignity offered to their flag, and 
to demand fatisfaction for the in- 
jury done to their fellow fubjects. 
The claim of the court of Spain was 
the moft abfurd and exorbitant that 
could well be imagined 3 it ortginat- 
ed im.no treaty, and was indefinite 
in its extents If we fubmitted to 
it, we muit expect to be deprived 
of our South Sea fitheryy a com- 
merce which promifed to afford us 
the moit confiderable advantages. 

Mr. Fox declared, that no man felt 
a warmer refentment at the unpro- 
voked aggreflion of the court of 
— or was more fully perfuaded 

the neeeflity of an immediate and 
vigorousarmament, than he was. He 
could not, however, avoid complain- 


ing of the omiffions of the meilage, 


pmcainte that it contained no im, 
ormation of what the captured thips 
had been doing, or had intended to 
do; whetherthey were about to make 
an eftablifhment, or whether Spain 
knew of any meditated citablih. 
ment. Another circumftance was 
entitled to attention. It was now 
fearcely a fortnight fince the mi- 
nifter, in opening the budget, had 
defcanted upon the flourihing flate 
of the finances, and in no part of 
his argument did he feem more con- 
fident, than in the aflurances he had 
given the houfe of the probable con 
tinuance of peace. At firlt fight 
this had flruek Mr. Fox, as an in- 
flance of the uncertainty of human 
wifdom, and the mutability of fub- 
lunary affairs. Viewed in another 
light, it gave rife to various fug- 
— At the moment that Mr. 

itt was vaunting of the refources 
of the country, he muft have known 
that Spain had, without a colour 
of pretence, feized upon Britith 
thips, made prifoners of the crews, 
and confifeated the property they 
contained. Under thele circum 
ftances he did not fee the neceflity 
for the minifler to go out of his way 
to introduce affurances of the conti 
nuance of peace. Had fuch fallae 
cious hopes not been excited, the 
public would not have felt the dif 
appointmentand furprife with whieh 
they were now imprefled. 

Mr. Burke recommended every 
practicable endeavour at accomme 
dation, as far as was confittent with 
the national honour ; declaring that, 
as we ought never to go to war for 
a profitable wrong, no more ought 
we to take up arms for an unpre 
fitable mght. He conceived that 
the balance of Europe was bet 
maintained by a continuance 
peace. Befide, what had we 
contend for? Extent of dominion 
wo 





dous no goed; on the con- 
prary, if all the foreign pofleffions of 
Spain could be brought over to the 
{cale of England, he did not think 
it was an objet for a wife man to 


defire. 

The addrefs had no fooner been 
unanimoully voted, than Mr. Fox 
moved, that there fhould be laid be- 
fore the houfe, the intelligence which 
had been received concerning the 
captured fhips, and fuch informa- 
tion ae had been received concern- 
ing the armament in the Spanith 
ports, together with the dates of 
that information. The firlt of thefe 
motions was carried, and the fecend 

fled in the negative, it being al- 
way that the publication of fuch 
an eecount was calculated to betray 
the channel through which the in- 
telligence had been qbtained. On 
the tenth, Mr. Pitt moved fora 
vote of credit to the amount of one 
million fterling. Meanwhile oppo- 
fition obtained information which 
they deemed credible, that the tirft 
notification of the Spanith ambafla- 
dorhad pafledaslong ago as the tenth 
of the preceding February ; and 
this circumftance they were defirous 
to afcertain in an authentic form, 
as it appeared to them materially to 
criminate the condué of adminiitra- 
tion. Inthe mean time, Mr. Pitt 
obferved that he had not underftood 
the communication of the Spanith 
ambaflador as included in the intelli- 
gence moved for by Mr. Fox, or 
he fhould certainly have oppofed the 
granting that intelligence; of con- 
lequence the other fide of the houfe 
had no reafon to flatter themfelves, 
that this communication would be 
produced together with the other 
papers. Accordingly a diflin& mo- 
tion was thortly after brought for- 


ward by Mr, Grey, for the purpofe 
o obtaining it, 
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In fupport of this motion he de- 
clared, that no man felt more flrong- 
ly for the honour and dignity of the 
Britifh nation than he did. Na- 
tional honour was by fome repre- 
fented as a vilionary thing ; but for 
himfelf, he was perfuaded, that a 
nation without honour was a nation 
without power ; and that, in lofing 
this incllimable attribute, it inevita- 
bly loft the genuine {pring of its {pi- 
rit, its energy, and its action, Every 
nation eught therefore to be careful 
of its honour ; to be careful, left, by 
one mean fubmiflion, it encouraged 
an attack upon the dignity of its 
character, that beft fecurity for the 
prefervation of peace. It was ne- 
ceflary, Mr. Grey faid, to obtain 
the information for which he mov- 
ed, that it might be feen, whether 
we had been seer on to the eve 
of a war by the rathnefs, the cre- 
dulity and the inattention pf mi- 
nifters, or whether it had arifen 
from unavoidable circumftances, and 
{uch as no human forefight could 
have prevented. Mr. Pitt had been 
acquajnted with the unjuft and in- 
fulting conduct of Spain for no lefs 
than three months. His conduét 
had therefore been unwarrantable, 
in holding out to the public the 
ideas which had accompanied his 
opening of the budget; and he 
ought to atk pardon of parliament 
and of the nation, Mr. Lamb- 
ton feconded the motion, and de- 
precated the wantonly precipitating 
the nation in hottilities. The doing 
fo would be the readieft mode of 
bringing on a national bankruptcy, 
which, though it had proved of ef- 
fential benefit to France, could not 
fail of being ruinous to England. 
What had happened in that country 
was like a tlorm, that merely over- 
turned a ruinous, difgultful and ill- 


conftruéted fabric; but here a fimi- 
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lar difafter would prove like an earth- 
quake, {wallowing up at once an 
admirable and well-conitituted edi- 
fice, upon which the world had been 
accultomed to look, during the 
courfe of fucceffive centuries, with 
envy and admiration. 

It was argued on the other fide, 
by Mr. Wilberforce and others, 
that the prefent was not a fit mo- 
ment to enter into an inveftigation 
of the charaéter of the minitter. 
Mr. Pitt had proved himfelf an able 
minilter in a period of peace; and 
they hoped he would now convince 
the world, that he was as well quali- 
fied for the conduét ofa war. By 
withholding the papers in queftion, 
he would at once prove his courage 
and his prudence; for by fuch a 
condué a minifer committed him- 
felf and his character to the un- 
biaffed opinion of the people. Mr. 
Wilberforce reminded the houfe, 
that the negociation refpecting Hol- 
land had been brought to a happy 
termination during the recefs of par- 
liament ; but he was inclined to be- 
lieve that, if parliament had been 
fitting, and papers moved for and 
produced during the negociation, 
it would have ended much lefs fa- 
vourably for the interefts of this 
country. Mr. Pitt obferved, that 
it would in his opinion be highly 
improper to flate the fpecific danger 
that would arife from the difclofure 
of any one particular paper ; but he 
had no difficulty in declaring, that 
there was great danger in laying any 
paper on the table of that houfe, 
pending a negociation, to which the 
matter of that paper in any degree 
referred. 

Mr, Grey replied with confidera- 
ble fpirit to an infinuation of Mr. 
Rolle, that he was aftonifhed to 
find a member, who had fo large a 
Rake in the country, the vehicle of 
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fuch a motion, and that he fhoul 
rather have expected it from Mr 
Fox. Heaven forbid, faid Np 
Grey, that he fhould be one of 
thofe who thought a rich man had 
a greater flake in the interefts op 
honour of his country, than a 
one, Thofe who valued themfelye 
fo much upon their eftates, feldom, 
he believed, had any thing elfe tg 
boatt of. For himfelf, he hoped to 
found any fuperiority at which he 
afpired on a nobler and a better 
foundation.—The houfe divided 
upon the queflion ; ayes 121, noes 
213. A motion was then made for 
the date of the paper only, and re. 
jected. 

On the day fubfequent to the de 
cifion, Mr. Francis moved for ap 
account of the ambaffadors who had 
been appointed to the court of Ma 
drid fince the conclufion of the lat 
peace, torether with the amount of 
their falaries, emoluments, and per- 
quifites. Mr. Francis enumerated 
the different perfons who had filled 
this office. Lord Mountftuart had 
been appointed by Mr. Fox’s ad- 
miniftration ; and, having refigned 
upon their difmiffion from office, 
refufed to accept any part of the 
emoluments. Lord Chetterfield had 
then been nominated ; and, inftead 
of going to Madrid, had refided twa 
years at Paris, The reafon of this 
was alleged to be, that Spain had 
not during that period appointed 4 
perfon of equal rank to be her am- 
baflador at the court of London, 
Mr. Eden had been next in fuc 
ceflion; and, after having refided 
thirteen months at Madrid, came 
home, and obtained a pention 
two thoufand pounds per annum; 
refpecting the confirmation of which 
it had been reported that fome dif 
ficulty had arifen from the demur 
of the lord chancellor, Mr. Fitts 
herbert 
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was then fixed upon, and 
had obtained leave to remain in 
England twelve months after his 
appointment. He was now how- 
ever gone to Paris, as report faid, 
to wait there’ the retura of the mef- 
fenger, ia order to proceed to Ma- 
dak 
Mr. Francis faid, that any per- 
fon, who was informed, that, dur- 
ing a period of feven years, there 
was only one in which we had a 
regular ambaffador at Madrid, would 
have fuppoléd, that this circum- 
flance was afcribable to the econo- 
mical {pirit of adminiftration. When 
however he difcovered that the re- 
verfe of this was the fact, would he 
not naturally be led to confder, 
whether, if we had had an ambaf- 
fador upon the fpot, the prefent 
mifunderftanding might not have 
been prevented? Mr. Francis enu- 
merated thevarious advantageswhich 
an ambaflador poffefled over a mere 
chargé des affaires, in the fuperior 
refpect that was paid him, the in- 
beste he was able to obtain, and 
the weight and influence that ac- 
companied his interpofition. The 
reform a&t of Mr. Burke was ren- 
dered of no avail, if minifters could 
give a large falary to their friends 
under the denomination of an em- 
bafly, and then fend them to France 
and Italy, to profecute their travels. 
The {pirit of the a& wasequally evad- 
ed in theclaufethat provideda referve 
for the penfions of thofe who had 
filled the office of ambaffador, fince 
the intention of the claufe was to 
provide for thofe who had fpent a 
confiderable part of their lives in 
the public fervice, and not for am- 
bafladors of thirteen months. Mr. 
Francis alfo complained of the de- 
radation of now fending an ambaf- 
ador to Paris on the road to Ma- 
érid, to thew as jt were to all Eu- 
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rope how impatient we were to take 
advantage of the fimalleft door that 
might be opened to negociation. 

Mr. Pitt apologized for fome of 
the circumftances upon which Mr. 
Francis had animadverted. He faid, 
that, had it been forefeen that the 
court of Spain would have fo long 
delayed fending an ambaflador to 
London, lord Chetterfield ought not 
to have proceeded to Paris; but, 
having done fo, what would have 
been the appearance in the eyes of 
all Europe, if our ambafflador had 
been recalled? As to the delay of 
Mr. Fitzherbert’s departure, it was 
to be anfwered by the known faét, 
that, when Mr. Eden left Spain, 
every thing in that country was pe- 
culiarly friendly to Great Britain ; 
nor was it till very lately, that af- 
fairs aflumed a different appearance, 
and military preparations were 
commenced. The paper for which 
Mr. Francis moved was granted 
him ; but the motion, which upon 
a following day he founded upon it, 
to intreat the king to provide fer 
the due performance in future of 
the duties and fervices belonging to 
the office of ambafladors in foreign 
courts, was oppofed by adminiftra- 
tion as unnecellary. Upon a div:- 
fion the numbers appeared, ayes 59, 
noes 95- 

On the tenth of June the king 
put an end to the feflion by a fpeech 
from the throne. He faid, that he 
had not hitherto received the anfwer 
of the court of Madrid. He enter- 
tained the flrongeft defire for. the 
maintenance of peace upon juft and 
honourable grounds; but usder the 
prefent circumitances he felt it in- 
difpenfably neceflary to proceed 
with expedition and vigour in the 
armament. He had received the 
molt unequivocal affurances of the 
{upport of his allies on this intereft- 
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Yng occafion, and he trufted their 
ing underftanding would 
be ive of the happiett effects. 
king proceeded to acquaint 

of his intention imme- 
; to diflolve them, at the fame 


at 


time ga deep and grateful 
fenfe of their ty and conititu- 
tional principles. The rapid in- 


creafe of our commerce, the addi- 
tional proteétion extended to the 
diftant poffeffions of the empire, the 
provifions for the good government 
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of India, the improvement of the 
public evasion and aa c 
ment of a permanent fyftem for 
reduction of the national debt, ae. 
fo many proofs of their wifdom and 
everance, Their exertions had 
n feconded by the virtues of hig 
fubjets; and he relicd on ther 
fenfe of the advantages they at pre. 
fent experienced, and on their uni. 
form attachment to his perfon and 
government, for the continuance of 
concord and profperity. 
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France. Appointment of Mr. Necker. Operations of Finance. Re 


tion of the Parliaments. 
in Dauphiné. 


Exportation of Corn 
Claims and Proceedings of the 


* hae Tranfadtions 
ters Etat. Convocation 


of Notables. Meafures of the Princes and Peers. Of the Parliament of 
Paris, Decifion in favour of the Tiers Etat, | 


T was impoffible for any minifter 
I to fucceed to the helm of af- 
fairs at a crifis more arduous, than 
that which diftinguifhed the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Necker. France, 
the firft, the molt populous, the 
moft refined and enlightened nation 
under heaven, had been ruled by 
an abfolute monarch for one hun- 
dred and feventy-four years. She 
had in reality never poffefled any 
genuine, well-ordered and imp-r- 
tial liberty ; but for the period we 
have juft affigned the had been 
without even the appearance of a 
voice in the direction of her own 
mofk momentous concerns, Every 
thing was under the control of a 
government, that had no other 
means for the fupport of its au- 
thority, but corruption and cruelty. 


The le were ftudioufly de- 
peeled: by ignorance, by poverty 


and extortion. The men of wealth 
and diftinction were purchafed ¢- 
ther by the baubles of courtly 
ottentation, or by a lavilh waite of 
the public revenue, They were re- 
we te with the moft iniquitous and 
incredible of all indlitutions, an ex 
emption in fome fort from the duty 
of contributing to that revenue, 
which was en, Hite to be e- 
clafively wrung from the grafp of 
the poor, the weak and the Libo 
rious. They were prevailed upon 
to countenance, by being admitted 
into a partnerthip of the ule of ar 
bitrary imprifonment, punifhment 
without an accufation and without 
a hearing, and the Baftille. In vain 
would the reader expect from us im 
this place the inftrudtive difplay of 
all the multiplied engines of Gallic 
defpotifm ; the army of f{pics, per 
petually employed by government, 
an 
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intruding themfelves into all 

- haunts of men we we of 
deciding juridical que ions, without 
pl febanit them to the 
timent of an impartial jurv, with- 
out confronting witnefles with each 
other or the accnfed ; nay, with the 
gudaciors and uncontrolled practice 
of the judge to admit the private 
folicitations of the parties at iffue, 
By the feudal inftitutions that pre- 
wailed, the peafant was rendered, 
like the ox, the mere property of 
his fuperiors, and the tyranny of 
the lord was only fufpended and 
checked by the tyranny of the of- 
ficers of government, who dragged 
him from his ftarving family to 
work in fome corvée of public con- 
cern or of abfurd magnificence, or 
to fell him the falt, refpecting 
which he was neither permitted to 
choofe the time at which he would 
purchafe, nor the quantity he would 


Se 


This monftrous edifice of mifery 
and vice was at length deftined to 
perifh, The quettion refpecting the 
allembling of the ftates general ap- 
peared to be decided. ‘The nation 
was interefted in it; for the philo- 
fophers and political writers, the 
glory of France and the benefactors 
of mankind, had impreffed it with 
fome conception of the value of li- 
berty. ‘The court was interefted in 
it; for they had run to the utmott 
extent of diffipation and prodigali- 
ty, and, unfkilled to retrench, they 
knew of no other means of recruit- 
ing the finances than by taxing thofe 
orders of the ftate, which had hither- 
to been privileged with difgraceful 
exemptions, The ariftocracy, who, 
upon the miferable calculations of a 
feparate intereft, had leaft reafon to 
with for fuch an event, had been the 
fit to call for it. The parliaments 
bad adopted it, olanlontbe becaule 
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they wanted a topic of popular de- 

clamation; and the nobility had 

joined in the cry, from the alarm 

they had conceived againft the dar- 

ing financial project of Mr. de 
onne, 

Thus far every thing had pro- 
ceeded with fome unanimity; but 
no fooner was the project of affem- 
bling the ttates general afcertained, 
than a queition equally interefting 
occurred refpecting the mode of 
their formation. In former inftances 
they had confifted of three feparate 
orders, the clergy, the nobility and 
the people, each having an equal, 
or nearly an equal number of repre- 
fentatives. It remained to be con- 
fidered, whether the old forms in 
this refpect thould be indifcriminate- 
ly adopted, or whether any moéiti- 
cation fhould be introduced in fa- 
vour of the people, and to check the 
ariltocracy, whofe power had long 
been exerted to the ruin of the na- 
tion, and was at length become for- 
midable to the throne itfelf. The 
ariftocracy, who had courted the 
meeting of the flates general with- 
out being at the trouble very accu- 
rately to decide whether they really 
defired it, did not at firlt conceive 
any juft ground for alarm. They 
looked to the examples of preced- 
ing times, and rightly conceived, 
that in a legiflature fo confltru@ed 
their power would infallibly rife fu- 
perior to all oppofition, Of confe- 
quence they would rather be gainers 
than lofers by a revolution, which 
would furnifh them with the means 
of regularly engrofling an influence 
which they had hitherto participated 
with adminiftration ; and thus of 
guiding the nation, and overawing 
the throne. But thefe favourable 
eonfequences were not lefs diftinctly 
forefeen by their adverfaries than 
by themfelves. The nation, that 
panted 










ted to be free, would have be- 
with little rou Oa the 
ufurpation of its mott unrelenting 
enemies. Nor did the court regard 
this. event with lefs averfion, as 
being calculated mot exprefsly to 
fruftrate their favourite project for 
the reftoration of the finances. 
The queftion refpecting the com- 
ion of the tates general, was 
not the only difficulty Mr. Necker 
had to encounter. A certain pe- 
riod of time mutt clapfe, previoufly 
to their aflembling: and for this 
period it was neceflary to provide 
with care and afliduity; whether the 
objeét were merely to {mooth the 
aceefs to the great bufinefs they 
were to undertake ; or it were in- 
tended, by tranquillity to prevent 
their being irritated to daring inno- 
vation, or by a profperous condition 
to preferve to the crown that im- 
portance, which fhould enable it to 
negociate upon equal terms. Mr, 
Necker was called to the helm, to 
preferve the public debt from an 
immediate and avowed bankruptcy ; 
and it was incumbent upon him to 
fupprefs Mr. de Toulouie’s plan of 
government paper, and to meet the 
regular demands upon the treafury, 
with an empty exchequer, and with- 
out the permiffion to levy any new 
tax, or to negociate any loan. ~ In 
addition to this inconvenience the 
harveit of the year 1788 had proved 
fo fcanty and unproductive, as to 
occafion the apprehenfion of a fa- 
mine ; a calamity above all others to 
be dreaded, in the midft of a na- 
tion, roufed by the leffons of free- 
com they had received, and exaf- 
perated by the recollection of the 
tyranny under which they had 
groaned for ages. 
It is natural to enquire what was 
the degree of ability, which the 
minifter was able to bring to the en- 
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counter of fo many difficulties 
There is a fort of ability whic 
confifts in reputation, which ove, 
awes cenfure, infpires conf 
and, leading men to expect the mof 
favourable event, contributes not a 
little to the accomplifhment of that 
expectation, This fort of ability 
Mr. Necker very fully poffeffed. He 
was bred in mercantile habits, and 
all the myftery of calculation ; and 
it is not eafy to perfuade the genera 
lity of mankind that a yrood arith. 
metician mutt not of neceflity be aa 
excellent financier. He was wha 
is ufually termed difinterefted ; he 
declined receiving the emoluments 
of his office, and was more avari- 
cious of praife than of money. Deb 
titute of the graces of a courtier, 
he knew no other road to applaule 
than through the oftentation of fe. 
vere and inflexible virtue; and it 
was not readily fufpected, that the 
object of the man, whom no foli. 
citations could bend, was general 
adulation and flattery. In the mean 
time, with all this exterior fternnefs 
he united a difpofition of extreme 
tendernefs; not that tendernefs, 
which is founded in the calculations 
of reafon, and which would not ex 
tort fo much as a tear without being 
perfuaded of its falutary confe 
ae but that tendernefs, which 
uperfedes reafon, which narrows 
the intelle&t, and will permit us to 
fee nothing but the temporary ca 
lamity that misjudging kindnels 
may remove. The greateft of all 
the errors of Mr. Necker has been 
vanity ; a perfuafion that nothing 
was too difficult for him to accom 
plith, and a felfscomplacence, that 
never permitted him to fufpect the 
perfect wifdom and reétitude of any - 
of his projects. Accordingly, nomaa 
was ever more deeply imbued with 
prejudice and miftake. i fuf- 
ering 











- iS le ee eee 


‘ne himfelf to doubt of any thing 
wee once believed, all the abufes 
of policy, all the errors that igno- 
rance in’ lefs aufpicious periods has 
engendered, all the implicit homage 
that rank and birth demand, have 
found in him an advocate and a 
friend. If we credit Mr. Necker, 
all the advances that have dignified 
human underftanding have been in 
vain. Even this error was unac- 
companied in him with that fpeciouf- 
nefs and poetical fplendour it has 
fometimes aflumeds He was inca- 

ble of conceiving a whole, and 

as never failed to facrifice ultimate 
and univerfal good to the gratifica- 
tion of the moment. Such in an 
efpecial manner has beew the prin- 
ciple of all his financial operations 
and his loans. ‘Thus: qualified, he 
contemplated his own character with 
admiration and ecitafy; he felt it 
to be the due of fuch all-fufficient 
talents as his to ftand aloof from all 
concert and alliance; and was of 
confequence in many cafes more 
ignorant of the intrigues formed to 


undermine him, and of the true dif- 


fition of his coadjutors, than the 
very humbleft of their attendants 
and friends *. 

Mr. Necker’s adminiftration com- 
menced with an appearance of de- 
liberation and prudence. Though 
the more recent meafures of his pre- 
deceffor had excited much obloquy, 
and feemed to demand a fpeedy re- 
medy, he did not however indulge 
afpirit of puerile impatience. The 
fubje&t, which had immediately oc- 
cafioned his appointment to office, 
was the plan of the archbifhop of 
Touloufe for defraying a part of 


the government expences in paper 
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money ; and the day appointed by 
the arrét of the fixteenth of Augutt 
for the commencement of this ie. 
cies of payment was the firlt of 
September. On the day previous 
to the firft of “September it became 
wy ed known, that Mr. Necker 

ad fufpended the fabrication of the 
treafury notes, which had been in- 
tended to be the fubititute of fpecie. 
But, though the archbifhop’s regu- 
lation was never carried into aétual 
effect, yet it was not formally re- 
voked till the fourteenth, by a res 
folution of council, fignifying, that 
the king upon mature examination 
had ‘found, that, with fome little 
delay in payments of the leaft urgent 
nature, he fhould be able to difpenfe 
with fo painful an alternative, and to 
conduct the finances in tranquillity 
to the epoch of the flates general. 
Mr. Necker did not venture farther 
than this. He dared not imitate 
Mr. de Calonne, who, having fuc- 
ceeded in 1783 upon a fimilar ftop- 
ping of payment of the caiffe d’ef- 
compte, had made it the firft mea- 
fure of his admini(tration to with- 
draw from that eftablifnment the in- 
terpofition of government, and had 
found his proceeding attended with 
the happielt effects. 

Another topic of general diffatif- 
faction againft the principal minilter, 
and which Mr. Necker feemed called 
upon to remedy, confiftedin the mea- 
fures of the eighth of May, and the 
confufion and diforder they had 
{pread through every part of the 
kingdom. But no proceeding was 
immediately determined upon this 
fubject. The defpotifm of the arch- 
bifhop of 'Touloufe had particularly 
difplayed itfelfin the att of fending 


* This character will beft be acquitted from every fufpicion of fatire by the perufal of 
the minitter’s own work, Sur la Derniére Adminiitration de M, Necker. 
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the twelve deputies of the Breton no- 
blefie, charged with a remonflrance 

inft the cour pléniétre, to the 

ftille ; and it was only a fhort 
time before his difmiffion from of- 
fice that fifty-four new deputies 
were appointed by that body, to 
make farther reprefentations, and 
to folicit their sdleabes Thefe mef- 
fengers were now without difficulty 
admitted to the barren honours af 
an audience; but it was not till the 
twelfth of September that they ob- 
tained the releafe of their imprifoned 
brethren. At the fame time the 
parliament of Pau, which had been 
fummoned in a body to Verfailles 
by lettres de cachet from the late 
minifter, found little variation in 
the policy of the prefent, and had 
their refractory refolutions erafed 
from their journals by the exprefs 
order of the king. 

The reftoration of the parlia- 
ments, which the public molt earnett- 
ly demanded of Mr. Necker, was 
attended with fome difficulty in the 
execution ; and the direétor general 
had to contend tn this bufinefs with 
all the ability and addrefs of Mr. 
de Lamoignon, keeper of the feals. 
After fome unexpected delays, a 
plan was formed by the latter for 
opemng the parliament of Paris 
with the folemnities of a bed of 
juftice, and of confequence for re- 
giltering certain declarations by the 
expre(s interpofition of royal pre- 
rogative. The liberation of the 
Breton deputies feems to have been 
intended by him as a popular mea- 
fure, calculated to reconcile the 
public at large to this act. Ac- 
cordingly notice was given to the 
pertons concerned, that a bed of 
yullice would be held on Monday 
the bfteenth; and the parliament, 
difappointed of the triumph upon 
which they had calculated, privately 
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drew up their accuftomed protefta, 
tions, againit whatever fthould be 
forcibly impofed upon them under 
the hitherto formidable fanGtion of 
royal authority. 

But the time was ill chofen fo 
meatures of violence and_ rigour, 
The nation had expeGed, from the 
difmiflion of the archbithop of 
Touloufe in compliance with popu. 
lar difpleafure, and the appointment 
of a fucceflor whofe elevation feemed 
to have been dictated by general 
favour, as well as from the imputed 
liberality of the citizen of a repub 
lican government, that the reign of 
prerogative and defpotifm was ar 
rived at its clofe. Indeed, it feems 
diffgult to affign a plautible reafon 
for Mr. Necker’s having fuffered 
the imperious politics of Mr. de 
Lamoignon to have advanced to fo 
great a length without contradic 
tion. But, whatever were the cau 
of the fupinenefs by which he had 
hitherto been occupied, it was now 
thought neceflary to interfere. Qa 
Saturday the intended bed of juttice 
was announced ; but that fame even- 
ing an extraordinary council was 
held at Verfailles, and the next 
morning Mr. de Lamoignon gave in 
his refignation, 

The appointment of Mr. Necker 
had been attended with confiderable 
demonitrations of joy through every 
part of the kingdom. It was no 
fooner announced, than 2 number 
of bankers of the city of Paris were 
faid voluntarily to have tendered 
coniiderable fums for the fupply at 
the public treafury ; and, the enr 
barraffment of the finances continu 
ing, the corporation of notaries lent 
their credit to government for a 
loan of £°. 250,000, and the cham- 
ber of commerce for £. 166,000. 
Thefe fupplies do not fem to have 
been capable of producang any e 
tera 
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gerial effe&t; but they were enlarged 
upon with pleafure by government, 
as demonftrating the loyal and ge- 
nerous fpirit of its fubjects. An 
article of greater moment was the 
jnterett all ranks of people took in 
the acceflion of the new minifter ; 
an intereft, which clearly evinced 
how much alive the inhabitants of 
France were become to the fubject 
of political government. In Paris 
in particular they demonttrated their 
fatisfaction by illuminations and feux 
de joie, and it was thought advil- 
able to difperfe the more tumultuous 
by the interference of the military. 
‘The fame {cenes were repeated, with 
the addition of fome remarkable 
circumftances, upon the difmiflion 
of Mr. de Lamoignon. An effigy of 
this magiftrate was produced, which 
was fentenced “ by the court of the 
public,” to exprefs its contrition 
upon its knees, to have its right 
hand cut off, and afterwards to be 
dragged into the Seine. ‘The popu- 
lace next proceeded to the Pont 
Neuf, where they obliged every one 
that pafled by, to make his obeifance 
to the ftatue of king Henry the 
fourth, that celebrated prince, who 
has fo long been the idol of the 
French nation. Inflamed with the 
exertions they had already made, 
they began to meditate farther ex- 
tremities. ‘They divided into two 
bands with an intention, the one to 
deitroy the hotel of a miniiter, and 
the other to burn one of the officers 
of the police in effigy before his own 
door, The former of thefe bands 
was difperfed by the military ; but 
the latter proved more refractory, 
and are faid to have fallen upon the 
troops. There were feveral perfons 
on both fides killed and wounded in 
the affray. 

Adminiftration now thought pro- 


per fcrioufly to apply itfelf to the 
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affair of the parliaments. Mr. de 
Barentin, firit prelident of the 
court of aids, was promoted to the 
vacant appointment of keeper of 
the feals, and directed to draw up 
a declaration to be regiftered by 
the magiitracy upon their revival. 
By the provifions of this declara- 
tion the epoch of the flates general, 
which had been fixed by the late 
minitter for May 1789, was changed 
to the month of January; the edicts 
of the eighth of May were revoked; 
and the new tribunals abolifhed, with 
an exception for the confirmation of 
their decifions, unleis in cafe of ap- 
peal. In explaining the principle 
of thefe regulations the king ob- 
ferved, that the motive, which had 
dictated to him the edicts now re- 
voked, was a deiire to remedy the 
expentivenefs, the tedioufnefs and 
the uncertainty that had hitherto 
reigned in the adminittration of 
juttice. Nothing could divert him 
from this intention; but, as he had 
no view but to the general interett 
of his people, and as the period of 
the meeting of the flates general 
was now accelerated, he did not 
change, but provide with the greater 
fecurity for the accomplifhment of 
his obje€t, while he deferred the 
taking any ultimate meafures upon 
the fubject, till after the fitting of 
that affembly; when general concord 
and the expreflion of public con- 
fidence would give new authority to 
the proceedings of government. He 
added, that he could not however 
deter for an inftant the eftablifhment 
of fuch regulations in the criminal 
jurifprudence as humanity demand- 
ed; and would accordingly follow 
up the prefent declaration with a 
law under that particular depart- 
ment.— This intention, amidift the 
numerous avocations of government, 


appears to have been forgotten. 
The 
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The parliament. of Paris afiem- 
bled, and the royal declaration was 
regiftered on the twenty-fourth. The 
factitious popularity of the magul- 
tratical corps was now at an end; and 
they hattened to forfeit the claim 
they had acquired, by their exertions 
to obtain the revival of the flates 
general, tothe public citeem. They 
affixed to the regilter of the royal 
declaration a few remarks, by which 
they declared, that a mandate from 
the king had not been neceflary to 
enable them to refume their tunc- 
tions, and claimed for the formation 
of the future national aflembly the 
model of the ttates of 1614. By 
this lait interference they contri- 
buted, as we have already faid, every 
thing in their power, to fruttrate the 
anxicty and the hopes ot the people 
of l’rance, and to impofe upon them 
a yoke, more ignominious and de- 
ftructive, than even monarchical de- 
fpotiim. ‘They proceeded to adopt 
eleven articles of impéachment a- 
gainit the difgraced minitters: and 
they concluded with voting an ad- 
dreis to the king, requefting him, 
to fuperfede their ufual autumnal 
vacation; to fet at liberty the ma- 
giitrates and other citizens, who 
had been imprifoned or exiled on 
account of the late troubles 
reltore to their apporntments fueh 
miltary officers as had been dil- 
mifled the fervice. 

‘To their addrets the king replied, 
that he had already prevented the 
requett of the parhamens upon the 
fubject of the prifoners and exiles, 
but that the appointment to iitua- 


- and to 


tions of public truit, and the care of 


military difcipline, were topics with 
which it did not become them to 
interfere, He refufed to ci mply 
with their application for prolony- 
sng their fittings, and appointed a 
chamber of vacations to commence 





on the firft of October. Finally he 
fupprefled the remarks they ‘had 
annexed to the regilter of the royg! 
declaration ; and fuperfeded thes 
impeachment of the archbithop of 
‘Touloufe and Mr. de Lamoignog, 
deeming, as he faid, fuch a pro 
ceeding incontiftent with the ge. 
{pect that was due to him, and cal, 
culated to fubject to difcuffiog 
meafures which had received the 
fanGtion of his authority. 

But, 1f the adminiitration of My. 
Necker may be fufpected of fome. 
what too flow a procedure on other 
fubjects, this imputation at leaf 
cannot lie againit him in the import. 
ant aflair of provifions, where he 
{feems to hawe been among the firk 
to conceive an alarm on the {ubje, 
He had been only a very few days 
in office, when he iffued his orders 
to the farmers general in various 
provinces in the name of the king, 
to puta flop to any further export. 
ation of corn, ‘This partial pre. 
caution was fucceeded on the feventh 
of September by a regular order of 
council for that purpofe. In the 
refcript containing this order it was 
alleeed, that an unfavourable feafon 
had produced a feanty crop in feveral 
parts of the kingdom; that there 
was however no dearth to be feared, 
a fupply actually exiiling in the ma 
gazines, fufficient, and more than 
fufficient to meet the demand ; that 
therefore the only evil to be guarded 
againtt, was the poffible want of that 
{uperfluity, without which the price 
of the commodity could not be maine 
tained in its juft equilibrium. The 
refcript therefore itrétly forbad the 
exportation of corn and flour, with 
an exception in favour of {uch fos 
reign corn as fhould be imported 
into France 9 which it was permitt 
to export again free from all duties 
and cuftoms impofed by the revenue. 
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This order of council was follow- 
from time to time by various 


ed up oh . ‘ 
the objects of which were, 


others, . 
to fupprefs all monopoly of corn, 
and for that purpofe to declare ille- 
eal and criminal all kinds of bargain 
and fale refpecting this commodity 
which were not made in the open 
market ; and to grant bounties firit 
on corn imported from America, 
and then from any other countrics. 
All thefe expedients however were 
found infufficient, and the king had 
atlength recourfe to the purchafe by 
his agents in every part of Europe 
of corn for the confumption of his 
fubjects. Private applications being 
exhaufted, or thought to be ex- 
haulted, the different governmerts 
were folicited to favour an extrac- 
tion of grain, and we have related 
in the preceding volume of our 
Regifler the mifcarriace of a re- 
guet for a very trifling firpply, 
which was fubmitted by the miniitry 
to the Enclith parliament. Mr. 
Necker has ftated the fum of money 
funk by the French government in 
this fpecies of trafic to have ulti- 
mately amounted to three millions 
fterling. The fearcity at length 
hecame notorious and extreme. The 
city of Paris feemed to fubfitt 
upon a fupply which it was necef- 
fary daily to renew, while the pro- 
vinces through which the fupply 
was to pafs, themfelves famithed, 
or apprehenfive of a fearcity which 
was as it were at their doors, 
rendered it by theirturbulence every 
hour more uncertain, how long they 
would fuffer the corn to pafs under 
their walls, of which they longed 
to fecure the poffeffion. 

It may be interefting to enquire 
how far the meafures of Mr. Necker 
were judicioufly chofen to prevent 
the incurfion of this moft horrible 
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calamity. He has himfelf furnithed 
us with a remarkable fa¢t in his firtt 
refcript, where he aflerts, that the 
fupply aCtually exiiting in the maga- 
zines of the provinces was fufficient 
and more than fufficient to meet the 
demand. In what manner was this 
fupply diffipated ? Were other coun- 
tries in more imminent diltrefs than 
France, and fupplied from its accUe 
mulation? Do not men naturally 
bring their commodities to that 
market, where they expeét to ob- 
tain the higheft price? The firft 
meafure of the director general was 
to iflue private orders to the far- 
mers gencral to ftop the exportation 
of corn. And yet a law had been 
formally regiitered in June 1787, 
authorifing that exportation, the 
wifdom of which, as he himfelf 
informs us, had been generally ap- 
plauded. Can any thing imfliét a 
more fatal wound upon commerce, 
than the precarioufnefs of the con- 
{titution under which it is carried 
on, and thefe arbitrary mandates 
which confound and overturn its 
moft judicious operations ? Another 
regulation providesthat corn fhouldbe 
fold only inthe open market. The 
minifter feems afliduous to impofe 
upon trade and negociation every 
{pecies of reftraint, and then com- 
plains that it does not move with its 
wonted freedom, and difplay the 
fymptoms of vigorous health. Ter- 
ror and alarm, it has been alleged, 
fufpend the fpeculations of the 
merchant, and deter the opulent 
trader from mixing in the traffic. 
Who fpread this alarm? If there 
were actually exifting in France a 
fupply fuffictent and more than fuf- 
ficient to meet the demand, who 
will aifure us that there would 
have been any alarin at all, at leatt 
an alarm that fhould have rijen to 
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turnult, and interrupted the peace- 
able operations of er and fale ? 
But the mofk fatal part of the tran{- 
action appears to have confifted in 
the purchafes and mercantile in- 
terference of goverument. There 
is no commerce, that can furvive 
fo mortal a blow. Individual {pe- 
culation fhrinks away with terror, 
when adminiflration with its irre- 
fittible arm defcends into the fcene, 
and becomes itfelf a trader. The 
increafed price of the commodity 
might have attraéted adventure ; 
but what adventurer could cope 
with a merchant who can afford to 
facrifice a capital of three millions 
in his commerce ?—We have anti- 
cipated upon the fequel of thete 
tranfactions, that we might bringthe 
whole merits of the quellion under 
one point of view. It is indeed a 
momentous conlideration to alcer- 
tain, whether Mr. Necker by his 
multiplied precautions prevented at 
famine, or himfelf brought on all 
thofe calumitics it was their inten- 
tion to cure ? 

Having provided for the tempo- 
rary emergencies of the flate, it 
became the next duty of govern- 
ment to remove the various difficul- 
tics that attended the flructure of 
the future fates general. ‘Vhis was 
an affair, delicate in its nature, and 
ineitimable in its importance. ‘There 
{eemed to be fome truth in the ob- 
fervation of Mr. Necker, that, if 
rovernment had been delirous to 
B le the expectations of France, 
nothing farther would have been ne- 
ceflary than to have left the queltion 
to its inherent difficulties. Lut this 
was a deeper game, than the royal 
perfonages, in whole breall the 
election reiked, were detirous to play. 
It would feem to be dangcrous to 
trifle with the fpirit of a nation 


4 


that was roufed to exert itfelf, 4 
hold out to them in public the 
fanction of the royal word, and jg 
private to betray it ; and, fuppoting 
the ftratagem for the prefent fie. 
cefsful, fome apprehenfion might 
well be conceived of a period of fy. 
ture vengeance. Perhaps however 
the royal pair did not look fo far as 
this; and without any refinement 
of calculation they might recolled, 
that loans and taxes and every 
fpecics of financial operation had 
been tried in vain to fill the empty 
exchequer. Mr. Necker indeed pros 
felfed himfelf able to fupply the 
prefent defect of the revenue, with. 
out having recourle to any of thefe, 
But the princes he ferved were not 
inclined to credit this affertion, 
They had already too fatally expe. 
ricnceed the miferable effects of his 
plan, for carrying on war without 
taxes and railing loans which were 
after a few years to be repaid, not 
to expect greater advantage from 
the influence of lis reputation in 
fecuring popular favour, than from 
the exertion of his abilities in re 
ltoring the revenue. Mr. Necker 
indeed recommended to them, 
though called upon by no necellity, 
to aflemble the ftates general as a 
matter of choice. He was perhaps 
fincere in this advicee But undoubt- 
edly he expofed the adoption of it 
to conliderable peril, while he ap 
peared fo forward to fhew that the 
purpotes of government might be 
effected by other means. 

The fyllem of the court had ale 
ready been formed upon this fubjec 
by the recommendation of the arch 
bifhop of Toulgufe, and it conti 
nucd to be purfued under the adm» 
niftration of Mr. Necker. ‘There 
was nothiag that was apprehended 
by them as fo fatal a mifchiel, a 
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the defeat of the operations of the 
Rates general by the intrigues of the 
stiltocracy ; and to ° rome this it 
was conceived hecellary to deviate 
fom the mode! exhibited in the 
latett aflemblies of this name, which 
had produced nothing but diffenfion 
and controverfy, and to give a 
greater degree of weight to the 
commons or tiers état. Not that in 
reality they detired to increale the 
conftitutional prerogatives of the 
democracy, but that they concetv- 
ed the project of employing this 
branch, to counteract the monopo- 
lifing {pirit of the two higher orders. 
Thele orders had indeed exprefled 
in the notables their willingnefs to 
participate equally in the burthen 
of taxation ; but they had fince be- 
trayed fymptoms, particularly in the 
late aflembly of the clergy, of a 
defire to retraét this conceifion. 
Whatever had been the idea of the 
late principal minifter, it feems to 
have been the ustion of the 
court, that the fupport of the po- 
pular party might be employed with 
impunity. ‘The tiers état was too 
new to the fubje@ of politics, to 
excite a reafonable apprehention, 
that they would prefume to quettion 
that itate of feudal vaflalage which 
was fuppofed to ltive acquired all 
the facrednefs of property, or to 
advance their facrilegious hands 
againft the prerogatives of the 
throne, The character of the arch- 
bithop of Touloufe was too ambi- 
en his views too narrow, and 
is conduct too contradiétory, to 
allow us to affign him any confider- 
able praife. But, though not by 
merit, yet by accident, + was one 
of the moft confiderable benefaétors 
France had to boat. He had al- 
ready given the public an example, 
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in the inftitution of the provincial 
aflemblics, and the newly er: ¢ted 
Rates of Provence and Hatnaul:, of 
the tiers état having a number of 
teprefentatives equal to thofe of the 
other two ordeis taken together ; 
though indeed the former intlitu- 
tion had originally been placed upon 
a (till more eligible bafis by Mr. de 
Calonne, who had wholly excluded 
from it the ariftocratical diftinction 
of orderss It was alio under the 
adminiltration of the archbifhop, 
the conltant adverfary of privileye 
and prefeription, that the ttates pe 
neral had firft been named, then 
promifed by govcrument in rather 
an equivocal manner, and lafly with 
precifion, in the ané: of the fiith 
of July, the immediate object of 
which had been to fecvre to them 
a purer formation than had been 
given them in the latelt examples, 
At this moment therefore tiicre 
exilted a coalition between the kin 
and the people apaintt the aiftocra- 
tical orders. We have ‘een the firft 
exertion of the {pirit of the nation 
upon this important topic, in the 
vote of the affemb! y of the province 
of Dauphiné at Vizille on the 
twenty-tit of July. But this pro- 
vince was deflined to exhibit itil 
more illu(trious examples of patriot- 
ifm, and to prove as it were the ge- 
nial luminary, from which beams of 
equality and juftice flowed nto every 
corner of the nation. A ter hav 
ing adopted certain  folutions, 
they adjourned their allembly to the 
firft of September, when a royal de- 
claration authorifed them to confult 
refpecting the regulations to be 
adopted in the revival of their pro- 
vincial ftates *. The mecting was 
held at Romans, and confifted ag 
the former had done of the deputies 


me The declaration is ftated by miftake in a former chapter of or Kegifter (p. 30.) to 
ve fined upon this period for the revival of the ftates, 
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of the three orders in the provinees, 
the clergy, the nobility and the 
commons. They chofe for their 

relident Mr, de “sen nan, arch- 
bithop of Vienne, who, though con- 
fiderably advanced in years, feems, 
by the mildnefs of his character, 
the moderation of his fentiments 
and his unblemithed reputation, to 
lave been peculiarly fitted for this 
arduous eminence. Their fittings, 
which were not brought to a clofe 
till the twenty-feventh, were at firit 
attended with fome degree of mif- 
underitanding and jealoufy between 
the different orders; but their former 
decifion in favour of the tiers état 
ferved them asa polar ftar, and with 
fo much rectitude of intention and 
generofity of mind it was inpoffible 
they fhould finally difagree. Their 
two principal produétions were a 
body of regulations for the form of 
their provincial ttates, and a letter 
to the king upon the convocation 
of the ftates general, 

The fir article in their conthitu- 
tion provided, that the provincial 
{lates fhould confit of one hundred 
and forty-four members, twenty- 
four for the cleryy, forty-eight for 
the noblefle, and feventy-two for 
the tiers état. “he mode of voting 
in a body, and not by feparate 
houfes, was frequent in this fort of 
affembly, and appears in the prefent 
inltance tohave been taken for grant- 
ed. In theorderof theclergy twenty- 
two were to be chofen from the ec- 
clefiattical dignitaries, and two only 
‘rom the inferior members. No 
perfon belonging to one order was 
to be elected as the reprefentative 
of another. The revenue officers of 
goverment, and the agents and 
collectors of the terniorial lords, 
were difqualificd from fitting as 
reprelentatives. One belf of the 
tucinbers were to be re-elected every 





two years, and no perfon was to be 
chofen afreth till after an interval of 
two years. Finally, every member 
of the three orders without difting. 
tion, was to receive a falary of five 
fhillings per diem, this to be con. 
tinued only for thirty days, to 
which period the annual fitting of 
the aflembly was ordinarily expected 
to reftrict itfelf, 

In their letter to the king they 
took the liberty to offer him ther 
advice upon the formation of the 
ftates general, in obedience to the 
invitation he had held out to all his 
fubjects, by the refolution of the 
fifth of July. They particularly 
recommended that the  cleions 
fhould be free and numcrous, fince, 
if the deputies were not fe chofer 
as to pofiefs the general confidence, 
the provinces would never hold 
therivlelves bound by their refoly- 
tious, They advifed the equalifa. 
tion of the reprefentation of the 
tiers ctat to the fum of thofe of the 
other two orders. The tiers état 
conttituted the moft numerous clafs 
of the nation; they paid moft to 
the revenue; they poffeffed the 
largelt property. The burthen of 
all the orders was fupported chiefly 
by them. How was it poffible te 
refufe them fo fimple and rational 
a demand? ‘he clergy and nobility 
had common prerogatives and 4 
common interelt. If therefore a jul 
equilibrium were maintained, the 
voice of reafon would be heard; 
the ftruggle of jarring interelts 
would be overpowered ; and liberty 
and truth, afcending to their mi 
tural element, would overfpread the 
affembly. Liaitly, they kad gre 
itrefs upon the deputies fitting m4 
tingle houfe; and endeavoured to 
prove, that the former convocation 
of the flates general had been {alu 
tary or ulcleis, accordingly as rs 
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had refpected or trampled upon this 


lation. “% 

The province of Dauphiné had 
foon after a farther occafion to ma- 
gifet their patriotifm. Their re- 
putation WAS confiderable ; and, in- 
fluenced by its luftre, the ftates of 
Bearn addreffed a letter to the in- 
termediate committee of Dauphine, 
requelting to be informed by what 
motives the province had formerly 
been determined to fend deputies 
to the flates general, and fuggefting 
a doubt whether fuch a proceeding 
were not an infringement upon the 
rights of the provincial {tates to tax 
themfelves. The ttates of Dauphine 
were not yet formed, and confe- 
quently had no intermediate com- 
mittee ; but certain individual mem- 
bers of the late aflembly, con- 
ceiving that the enquiry of the 
ftates of Bearn would not admit of 
delay, took upon themfelves to 
anfwer it. They obferved, that 
what remained of the journals of 
their former {tates was too imper- 
fet, to enable them to furnith the 
information demanded. But they 
aiked, what advantage could poflibly 
refult from refufing to affift in the 
fates general? Could they flatter 
themfelves with the hope of acting 
more judicioufly, or obtaining more 
lignal advantages, than the united 
nation? Hitherto France had had no 
regular conititution, marking out 
the refpettive rights of the prince 
and his fubjeéts. Provinces, orders 
and individuals had ftood too much 
aloof from each other. ‘They had 
contined their attention to their 
feparate interefts ; and had not per- 
ceived, that authority, finding them 
di{united, might overpower them 
fucceflively, and make ufe of their 
own forces to impofe upon them 
the yoke of flavery. It was im- 


Poflible for provinces to feparate 
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their interefts, except in the cafe of 
federative republics, each pofleffing 
within itfelf the fovereign autho- 
rity ; and in a monarchy, like thet 
of France, the right of different 
provinces to tax themielves was not 
to be regarded asa privilege. Upon 
the prefent occafion it became them 
to confider themielves as a fingle 
family, to place their glory in being 
Frenchmen, and to haften with one 
accord to the fuccour of their 
country. 

Such was the general ftate of 
affairs in France, when Mr. Necker 
had already been fix wecks in office. 
The fervice expeéted from him by 
the fovereign, and to which he can- 
not be fuppofed to have been con- 
fiderably averfe, was to turn the 
balance again{ft the ariftocratical 

arty. On one fide he had the 
illuftrious and fafcinating example 
of the province of Dauphiné; and 
on the other the parliament of 
Paris, who had not ferupled to de- 
clare themfelves in the moft unqua- 
litied manner, in favour of the model 
of the ftates of 1614. To decide 
this momentous quellion by the 
mere authority of the king in coun- 
cil, appeared a proceeding that bor- 
dered upon the prefumptuous. Some 
avowal of the general fenfe of the 
nation appeared to be neceflary 5 
and to obtain this avowal Mr. 
Necker theuht proper to call to- 
gether an affembly of the notables. 

It would appear at firft fight an 
extraordinary proceeding, to aflem- 
ble a fet of men, almoft every indi- 
vidual of whom enjoyed the privi- 
lege of nobleffe, in order to obtain 
a decifion againft the ariftocratieal 
orders. To judge from Mr. Necker’s 
narrative of his adminiftration, we 
fhould conclude that he faw no far- 
ther than this, and of confequence 
that he ought to have decided 
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againft their convocation. But it 
may in reality be doubted whether 
there could have been found a 
better expedient. A man, who will 
undertake to manage the concerns 
of men, muft perhaps fometimes be 
contented to employ fuch materials 
as offer themfelves, rather than fuch 
ashe would have defired. ‘The no- 
tables, being afflembled, had it in 
their choice, either to make a ge- 
nerous facrilice of lucrative abules 
to the public good, or by their ree 
fufal to roufe the public to take 
care of itfelf. The calling together 
ene hundred and fifty of the molt 
eminent perfonayes in France to 
deliberate upon the future conftruc- 
tion of the ftates general, was a 
means, not of fixing the attention 
of thefe individuals only, but that 
of the whole kingdom, upon this mo- 
mentous fubject. Inthe mean time 
admuniltration fufficiently fhewed its 
own fenfe of the quettion by an 
order of council of the twenty-fe- 
cond of October, organifing the 
provincial Aotes of Dauphine, and 
tor that pa mlopting the regu- 
lations already voted by the affem- 
bly of Romans, with no other mo- 
difteation than a few’ exceptions 
under the article that difqualitied 
certain officers of government from 
reprefenting the province. 

The proclamation convoking the 
notables was dated on the fitth of 
October, and the aflembly met on 
the fixth of the following month, 
‘Lhe motives affigned by the pro- 
clamation were, that the king could 
have defired to have adopted the 


" model of the lal alfembly of ttates 


general, but that in various articles 
itcould with difficulty be reconciled 
to the prefent fituation of affairs, 
and that in others it had excited a 
diffatisfaétion, the rounds of which 


deferved to be invellivated; that 


the eleCtions of the tiers état had 
been confined to the towns called 
bonnes villes, to the exclufion of 
many others which had fince grow, 
ceatetiaibe 5 that the inhabitants 
of the open country had in mo@ 
cafes fent no deputies; that the 
reprefentatives of the towns were 
generally chofen by the corpora 
tions, whofe officers at prefent came 
in by purchafe ; that alinoft all the 
reprefentatives of the tiers état had 
been nobles; that the elections had 
been made by bailliages, every one 
of which had fent nearly the fame 
number of deputies, though they 
had then been unequal in popula 
tion and extent, and were now much 
more fo; that the tates general 
had divided themfelves into twelve 
fections, called governments, by a 
majority of which every quettion 
was decided ; but thefe governments 
were unequal, as well as thie bail 
liages, a majority of which coniti- 
tuted the vote of the government; 
laltly, that a great portion of the 
time of the lait ftates general had 
been confumed in frivolous contels 
refpecting their formation. Moved 
by thefe confiderations, the king 
had thought that the difcuffion of 
them ought not to be confined to 
his privy council ; and he had called 
together the fame notables that had 
met in 1787, and whofe nomination 
had been made for other purpofes, 
that he might give the moft ftriking 
exhibition of his impartiality. 

The time was nearly arrived for 
the meeting of this affembly, before 
the great body of the people of 
France betrayed any oo {ymp- 
toms of that vigour, whic could 
alone fecure to them the exercilé 
of their indefeafible rights They 
had long groaned under the com 
plicated burthens of the gabelle, the 
corvée, and the taille, and they 
recently 
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recently conceived fome hopes of 
fecing thefe burthens mitigated. 
But they depended for this indul- 
gence upon the bounty of the fove- 
reiga, or the generolity of their fue 
rors. They were too hitle ac- 
cufltomed to the wry found of li- 
herty,toconceiveot the practicability 
of fecuring their rights by their 
own energies. The feudal fupe- 
riority was not lefs opprefiive ; and 
this appeared to them a condition 
to which they were born, coeval 
with the unequal dittribution of 
property, and, like that,avice, which 
they believed could never be era- 
dicated. At length the encourage- 
ment of adminiftration, the example 
of the province of Dauphivé, and 
above all the indefatigable induttry 
of men of literature and public 
fpirit in diffufing fentiments of equa- 
lity, roufed them from their flum- 
ber, The month of November was 
memorably dillinguifhed in almoit 
every part of the kingdom by po- 
pular mectings for the purpofe of 
fupporting the caufe of the tiers 
état, and addrefles were prefented 
from the various towns and diftridts 
of Normandy, Guienne, Orleannois 
and Lorraine, demanding the efta- 
blifhment of particular {lates to re- 
gulate the affairs of thefe provinces, 
and a double reprefentation in the 
national aflembly. In Guienne the 
remonttrances were enforced by a 
confiderable party from the other 
two orders. In Languedoc the in- 
fhtution of provincial ilates already 
exited, and the reprefentation of 
the commons was equal to the fum 
of the other two; but the repre- 
fentatives had by long eltablithed 
practice derived their fituation from 
the appointinent of the crown, and 
hot from the cleétion of the people 
Ot confequence the inhabitants at 
large were unw ling that they fhould 
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either engrofs or obtain an eminent: 
fhare in the farther prerogative of 
deputing to the tates general. 
Bretagne as well as Languedoc 
enjoyed the privilege of being re- 
rulated by its provircial tates; but 
1g this aflembly the chief power 
was polflefled by the nobility, and 
the commons had very little influ- 
ence, Bretagne therefore, diltin- 
guifhed by her numerous and haugh- 
ty nobikty, and by the tumultuous 
{fpirit of her inhabitants, was a prin- 
cipal centre of rivalihip and dif- 
content. ‘The various ditrids allo- 
ciated for the purpofe ef obtaining 
a melioration of their conititution 5 
and upon the firit appearance of 
this {pirit, it was farther exafperated 
by the intemperate proceedings of 
the ariftocracy. ‘They carly pub- 
lifhed a refolution by which they 
pretended to ellablifh the following 
as inconteltible maxims: that it was 
of the eflence of the ttates general 
to be compofed of three dillin& 
orders, voting feparately, and cach 
poflefling the fame influence as ei- 
ther of the others; that the inter- 
ells of each order were conftitu- 
tionally fecured by its negative ou 
the determinations of the other 
two; that the nation itfelf, con- 
filting of the three orders, ought 
never to deitroy this parity of in- 
fluence, every innovation upon which 
opened a door to tyranny, and could 
tend only to perpetuate anarchy 
and confufion; that the difference 
of population in the feveral bailli- 
ages was a trifling inconvenience, 
which the example of a neighbour- 
ing nation fhewed to be fcarcely 
worthy the attention of a tree pco- 
ple; that the forms adopted in 
1614 could be changed only by the 
authority of the ftlates general, an 
authority which the notables could 
not ufurp without expoling them- 
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felves to general condemnation, and 
even bringing into queftion the le- 

lity of the future national aflem- 
Ey: laftly, that that minilter, who 
fhould feek to fow diflenfion among 
the different orders of the itate, 
could be regarded in no other light 
than asan enemy of the country.— 
Adting upon thefe intolerant prin- 
ciples, the noblefle applied to the 
military commander in Bretagne to 
put an end to the affociations of the 
tiers état; and fome time after, 
the parliament of Rennes having 
publithed a refolution, prohibiting 
the municipal affemblies, alfo called 
upon the military to put their refo- 
lution in execution. Government 
did not think proper to comply with 
thefe requifitions. 

While the principles of liberty vic- 
torioully diffufed themfelves through 
every part of the kingdom, and the 
eaufe of equality was unanimouily 
fupported by the whole commons 
ef France, the people of Dauphine, 
the fathers of Gallic freedom, were 
not idle. In the midit of various 
ywretenfions advanced by different 
bodies in the nation, the chambers 
of commerce in feveral cities, and 
particularly in Paris, imprefled with 
that monopolifing {pirit which has 
hitherto been almott uniformly the 
offspring of mercantile habits, de- 
manded the liberty of fending par- 
ticular reprefentatives for the pro- 
tection of their trade. Like the 
reft of their countrymen, their ad- 
miration was excited by the pro- 
ceedings of the Dauphinois, and 
they bethought themfelves of con- 
julting the traders of Grenoble upon 
the juftice of their claims. The 
aufwer they received was unfavour- 
able to their views. “ There is 
nothing,” replied their correfpond- 
ents, ‘that can excufe innovation, 
but the intereft of the whole. The 





innovation you demand, the cop. 
ceding to commerce particular re 
prefentatives, would be an injury 
to the whole. Other profellacs 
would not fail to folicit the fame 
indulgence. The cultivators and 
the artifans, if it were to be the 
prize of utility, would have an jp. 
controvertible claim. The fates 
general would be an affembly from 
the different corporations of the 
kingdom ; rivalfhip and contention 
would reign triumphant. The good 
of the whole would be forgotten; 
all would be intrigue, anarchy and 
miltru(t ; and France would be irre. 
trievably ruined.” 

The ttates of Dauphiné were af. 
fembled in due form in the begin. 
ning of December, and on the mnth 
of that month they concluded their 
deliberations upon the reprefenta- 
tion in the ftates general. They 
adopted all the principles that had 
before been voted in the affembly 
of Romans. They earnefUy re 
commended the union of provinces 
and orders, and the deliberating 
upon all public affairs in a fingle 
houfe. If the orders were fepa- 
rated, each would endeavour to 
maintain thofe abufes that were 
thought favourable to it, and the 
emergencies of the ftate would be 
neglected; that patriotic enthutiafm, 
which dictated the moit generous 
facritices, could not exilt but among 
citizens occupied with the general 
good, and not with their particular 
interefts. The notables would dif- 
appoint all the faireft hopes of the 
nation, if they propofed the fepa- 
ration of orders; and in that cafe 
they trufted the king would not he 
fitate to prefer the fentiment of the 
nation to the advice of that affem- 
bly. They added, that all men hac 
a right to an equal participation o 
felicity ; that it was not the pro 
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vinces that ought to be reprefented, 
bat their inhabitants; that, what- 
ever might be their comparative 
riches or extent, the firlt thing it 
became men to confider was men ; 
that, of confequence, population was 
the only meafure by which repres 
{entation ought to be apportioned ; 
that, if one deputy were allotted to 
every twenty thoufand perfons, 
Pauphiné ought to fend thirty- 
three, or rather thirty; and this 
was the quantity of reprefeutation 
they demanded. In adopting this 
meafure they obferved that they 
neglected their particular intcreits, 
fince, when the ftates general had 
voted by governments, Dauphine 
had counted for a twelfth of the 
whole; but they hoped to be more 
truly happy, when the felicity 
fhould be general, They hoped 
too, that the other provinces would 
recognife the purity of their mo- 
tives, and that there would be no 
rivalfhip but in ftriving who fhould 
contribute moft to rettore to the 
nation and the throne that rank, 
glory and power they were irtitked 
to enjoy. 

It was in the midft of this effer- 
veicence of the commons of France, 
that the notables held their fittings; 
and it ts not to be doubted that 
the action of each mutually pro- 
duced fome effeét upon the other. 
The aflembly was opened as ufual 
by a {peech from the king, the 
keeper of the feals, aud the director 
general of the finances. It was 
obferved by Mr. Necker, that the 
king was not ignorant of the refpect 
that ought to be entertained far 
the ancient ufages of a monarchy ; 
it was under their protection that 
every conflitutional right acquired 
a new degree of force; they fe- 
cured the public tranquillity by op- 
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pofing a barrier to the inconfiderate 
luit of innovation. But the king 
was equally penetrated with thoie 
rit principles of juitice, that had 
neither epocha nor commencement, 
nor could have a conclufion ; prin- 
ciples, that .obliged him to acquire, 
through the medium of a jutl re- 
prefentation, a knowledge of the 
dentiments of his fubjects. ‘Things 
had greatly changed fince the meet: 
ing of the latt flates general; and, 
while the king. would always par- 
ticularly diitinguifh the two firit 
orders of the uation, he could not 
refufe his elteem to commerce and 
the arts, or deny an eminent fhare 
in his regard to the peaceable la- 
bours of agriculture. ‘There were 
four confiderations that it was 
deemed particularly proper to re- 
commend to the attention of the 
notables; the compofition of the 
fates general, the forms of convok- 
ing them, the regulations that were 
to be preferibed in the conduct of 
the elections, and the inftructions 
which the deputies were to receive 
from their eleGtors. “The firlt and 
third of thefe articles feem to be 
principally interefting. Under the 
firlt Mr. Necker recommended to 
the notables to conlider the total 
number of deputies, and the pro- 
portion to be affigned to each order. 
Under the third, what was to be 
admitted as the legal qualification 
of the elector and the elected ; 
whether the tiers état fhould be 
authorifed to felect a reprefentative 
from the fuperior orders; whether 
the orders in each diltri¢t theuld 
proceed to the choice of their re- 
prefentatives feparately or united : 
whether the elections fhould be con- 
ducted by poll-or by ballot; and 
what principle fhould be employed 
in determining the number of re- 
l 4 pree 
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tatives each diftriét thould be 
permitted to choofe. Thefe quef- 
tions were afterwards modified 
the notables. They did not di- 
rectly admit into their lift that of 
the total number of deputies ; and 
they inferted the great and inter- 
e(‘ing problem, whether the future 
fittings of the national aflembly 
fhould be in one body or in feparate 
houfes. 
lt was cuftomary, upon occafions 
fimilar to thie of the opening the 
notables, for the heads of the dif- 
ferent corps, the clergy, the no- 
bleffe and the parliaments, to addreis 
the fovereign in complimeutary ha- 
rangues. Accordingly Mr. d’Or- 
meflon, who, upon the refignation 
of Mr. d*Aligre, had fucceeded in 
duc courle of feniority to the dig- 
nity of firft prefident of the par- 
liament of Paris, embraced this oc- 
cafion of reminding the king, that 
that body had beea among the firft 
to urge the convocation of the 
flates general, a meafure fo falu- 
tary, as to have been no fooner 
ftarted, than it was reinforced by 
the unanimous fentiment of the na- 
tion ; and he could not avoid at this 
time repeating, that the parliament 
had already folemnly pronounced 
the model of 1614, to be the only 
one that could confiftently be adopt- 
ed, or that promifed a falutary iffue. 
‘The king diftributed the nota- 
bles, as had been doné in the be- 
ginning of 1787, into feétions, 
with this difference only, that in the 
former inftances they had been 
feven, and in the prefent they were 
fix. Of confequence each of them 
confifted of twenty-five perfons, and 
their prefidents were feverally mon- 
fieur, next brother to the king, the 
count d’Artois, the younger bro- 
ther, the duke d’Orleans, the prince 
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of Condé, the duke of 

his eldeft fon, and the prince 
Conti. Though the exertions of 
the duke d’Orleans and of the mar, 
quis de la Fayette, who confpj, 
cuoufly ftood forward as the cham. 
pions of liberty, produced no ftrik. 
ing effects upon the prefent occa. 
fion, it feems proper to record that 
the former of thefe, finding the fen. 
timents of his own fe@ion httle con 
formable to thofe wh ch he enter 
tained, thought proper to abfent 
himfelf from the notables, exce 
upon certain interefling quettions; 
and that the latter wes a member 
of the fection of the count d@’Ar. 
tois. 

It was early vifible that the no. 
tables were divided in their opi. 
nions, there being a fmall but re. 
{pe€table minority, who embraced 
the caufe of the people. The ref 
were highly ariftocratical in their 
fentiments, and, beginning to be 
juftly alarmed for the downfal of 
their ufurpation, exerted themfelves 
to the belt of their power to refit 
the ruin by which they were about 
to be overtaken. The feétions of 
the count d’Artois and the duke of 
Bourbon earnettly recommended the 
mocel of 1614, and fuggefted a 
doubt, whether there was any power 
fhort of that of the ftates general 
deliberating by orders, that could 
fuperinduce upon it any material 
alteration. The feétions of the 
duke d’Orleans and the princes 
Condé and Conti pleaded the fame 
caufe, though in a manner lefs per: 
emptory. The feétion of mon- 
fieur, in which a majority of the 
members had embraced the fide of 
liberty, were fully perfuaded of the 
propriety of the king’s introducing 
whatever variation the welfare of 
the whole might appear to ar 
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The notables were nearly unani- 
mous in the principles that ought 
to regulate the forms of election. 
The great body of electors were to 
be diltributed into communautes, 
whofe fanétion it was to felect a cer- 
tain number of citizens to reprefent 
them in the fecondary bailliage, the 
fecondary bailliages to depute to the 
primary oncs, a 2 thefe laft to fix 
upon the national reprefentatives in 
the general sepa S This chain of 
deputation was applicable only to the 
tiers état ; the {uperior orders were 
authorifed immediately to elect their 
reprefentatives to the nationa! fenate. 
In thofe provinces that were in the 
habit of being regulated by their 
provincial ftates, the {tates were to 
cle&t the reprefentatives, at leaft in 
fuch of them as could prove that 
they were already in poffeflion of 
that privilege. 

In the feation of monfieur, the 
queftion of the proportional repre- 
fentation of the three orders was de- 
cided in favour of doubling the tiers 
état, by a majority of thirteen to 
twelve. In the fections of d’Artois, 
d’Orleans, and Conti, the fame prin- 
ciple was maintained by a minority 
of eight,eight and fix selpebiively. In 
the other two it was carried unani- 
moufly in favour of the ariftocracy. 
The gqueflion of the deliberation in 
one or more houfes was alfo vari- 
oufly decided. Three of the feGtions 
feemed to confider the deliberation 
by orders as an eflential part of the 
conttitution ; thofe of d’Orleans and 
Bourbon required, that at leaf the 
firt deliberation fhould be in the ari- 
ftocratical form, the {tates general 
afterwards to adopt whatever form 
they thought proper; and the fec- 
tion of monticur declared the quef- 
tion to be altogether out of their 
province to determine. Upon the 
gucltion whether the three orders 
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fhould deliberate feparately or unite 
ed in the cleétion of deputies, the 
fection of monficur pronounced en- 
tire liberty, and the other five pre- 
{cribed a feparate confultation, un- 
lefs in any particular diltriét it fhould 
appear that precedent decided in 
favour of the contrary. 

From the compolition of the 
{tates general they proceeded to ex- 
amine the rules of deétion. Under 
the head of qualifications the judg- 
ment of the fections of monficur, 
d’Artois, and Bourbon wai cons 
liderably liberal, The general {pivit 
of that judgment was the proferips 
tion of all qualification; becaufe 
there were, as they faid, but three 
orders in the ftate, and it would be 
abfolutely fubverfive of that prin- 
ciple to introduce fubdivifions ; be- 
caufe every Frenchman ought to 
have fome fhare in. the deputing ree 
prefentatives to the national aflem- 
bly ; and becaufe the only meature 
of eligibility in the perfons chotea 
ou! t to be the coniidence of their 
conitituents. ‘The fection of c’Ar- 
tois, alone of the three, introduced 
as a modification, that the ele tors 
of the tiers état muft be in ace 
tual pofleflion of landed property. 
The remaining fections endeavoured 
to eflabliih certain qualifications, 
though all of thein rejected the idea 
of introducing either exclulion or 
proportion to the prejudice of the 
undignified clergy. 

The article, in the decifion of 
which the partifans of the commons 
had deeply interefted themielves, 
whether the tiers état fhould be au- 
thorifed to cleét depuues from either 
of the fuperior orders, was by the 
fections of monficur, Condé and 
Bourbon determined, as thefe pare 
tifans defired, im the negative ; and 
the fection of monticur afligned this 
flattering realon, that it was unjuit 
Lv 
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to fuppofe that the tiers état could 
not in their own order difcover can- 
didates, that were poffefied of every 
fuitable requifite. ‘The decifions of 
the feAtions d’Artois and d’Orleans 
were direétly the reverfe of each 
other, the former limiting the tiers 
état in the ele&tion of deputies to 
the bailliages, but pronouncing en- 
tire freedom in that to the fates 
general; and the latter admitting 
nobles to reprefent the tiers état in 
the bailliages, but requiring that the 
reprefentative of commons fhould 
be himfelf a commoner in the laf 
sefult. The feétion of Conti alone 
delivered a judgment confonant to 
the enlarged principles of liberty. 
Ought not indeed the partifans of 
the tiers état to have recollected, 
that, if the people, when left to 
themielves, were blind enough to 
ele their enemies to watch over 
their fafety, they would be able 
neither to underfland nor maintain 
liberty, even if they were put in 
poffeflion of it? 

The more interefting queftion, 
whether the fuperior bailliages, fome 
of which contained twelve thoufand, 
and others fix hundred thoufand in- 
habitants, fhould elect the fame 
number of deputies, was determined 
in the negative bythe fection of mon- 
fieur, and in the affirmative by the 
other five. The enquiry refpecting 
the mode of eleGion by poll or by 
ballot, was by four of the fections 
decided in favour of an open poll ; 
by the fections d’Artois and d’Or- 
leans a poll was preferibed in the 
primary affemblics ; but it was af- 
firmed to be of great moment that 
the ultimate eleétion of deputies to 
the flates general fhould be con- 
duéed by dhe mode of ballot. Final- 
ly, the five junior feétions anxioufly 
exprefled their readinefs to fubmit 
to an equal participation of the bur- 


then of contributing to the publ 
revenue; the fetion of monfey 
which in all the moft intereftin. 
epee had declared in rat | 
the popular caufe, difdained to have 
recourfe to an oftentation of gene. 
rofity, that, after the proceedin 
they adopted, would have been ; 
together fuperfluous. ; 
The procecdin rs of the notable 
were ariftocratical, but moderate; 
and did not therefore fatisfy the de. 
fires of thofe who began to be 
rioufly alarmed for the impending 
revolution. The daring and nervous 
language of fuch, as from the prefs 
or in the municipal affemblies 
leaded the caufe of the democracy, 
infpired them with horror. Eagle. 
eyed fufpicion and felfithnefs could 
not but apprehend fome myfterious 
con{piracy in the fo anxioufly de 
manded doubling of the tiers état, 
a meafure, which, if the fates 
general conftantly voted in feparate 
orders, would be abfolutely fruitlels, 
But, if the fpeCtacle of a great na- 
tion refolutely determined to recover 
their long lott rights, would alone 
have imprefled no common terror, 
what was their alarm, when they 
found the executive government 
ready, in fome degree at leait, to 
aflift the enterprife! They feemed 
to forefee at no great dittance the 
annihilation of thofe oppreflive di- 
tinétions, that tyranny has forged, 
and ignorance only could have ¢t 
dured. They believed, that in this 
fituation it became them to roufe the 
monarch from his ill-omened flum 
ber, to perfuade him to enlift in the 
common caufe, to befeech, to um 
ortune, to conjure him to join @ 
a timely refiflance to thefe arrogait 
pretenfions, which, if they were ful- 
tered to proceed, would fhew princes 
and peers to be no more than mea, 
Happily, though thefe fentiments 
were 














were deeply impreffed upon a few, 
they did not find the great body of 
the clergy and nobility equally in- 
clined to proceed to immediate ex- 
tremities. ara 

The prince of Conti, ina general 
committee of the notables on the 
twenty-eighth of November, was 
the firt to unfurl the flandard of 
griftocratical jealoufy. Upon this 
cecafion he read and delivered a 
note to monfieur, prefident of the 
committee, declaring, that he owed 
it to his confcience, his birth, and 
the prefent crifis of public affairs, 
to enter his proteft againft the in- 
undation that exilted of fcandalous 
publications, that fpread through 
every part of the kingdom trouble 
and divifion. ‘The monarchy was 
attacked! a blow was aimed at its 
exillence! and the moment was at 
hand! It was impoflible that the 
king fhould not at length open his 
eves, and that his brothers fhould 
not call upon him to do fo. It was 
neceflary to the ftability of the 
throne, of the laws and of order, 
that all new fyftems fhould be for 
ever profcribed, and that the con- 
titution and the ancient forms 
fhould be preferved in their inte- 
grity. The note of the prince of 
Conti was laid by monfieur before 
the king, who returned it with an 
intimation, that the fubje& of it 
was totally foreign to thofe for the 
dicuflion of which the notables had 
been aflembled ; that he therefore 
forbade the fe€tions to take it into 
their confideration; and that the 
princes of the blood ought to ad- 
refs themfelves direftly to him, 
when they had any thing to com- 
municate, which they conceived 
would be ufeful to him. 

Che notables were diffolved on 
the twelfth of December, and two 
days after that event a mcmosial 
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was prefented to the king by the 
princes of the blood who had fat in 
that afiembly, with the exception 
of monfieur and the duke d’Orleans, 
inforcing the reprefentation of the 
prince of Conti. They affirmed, 
that the ftate was in initant danger ; 
that a revolution was gradually tak- 
ing place in the principles of govern- 
ment ; and that the prefent fermen- 
tation of men’s minds furnifhed the 
means by which it was to be effect- 
ed. Inititutions, hitherto reputed 
facred, and by which the monarchy 
had flourifhed for ages, were now 
difputed as problematical, or decried 
as unjult, The publications that 
had appeared during the fitting of 
the notables, the memorials that had 
been formed by different provinces, 
cities and corps, their objeét and 
their flyle, announced a regular fyf- 
tem of infubordination, and a de- 
termined contempt for the laws of 
the ftate. Every author erected 
himfelf into a legiflator. Eloquence 
anda knack of writing, without in- 
formation, without fludy and with- 
out experience, were thought quali- 
fications fufficient for men to regu- 
late the fate of empires. Whoever 
advanced a daring propofition, who- 
ever propofed innovation, was fure 
to have readers and followers. Such 
was the tremendous progrefs of this 
effervefcence, that opinions, which 
a fhort time fince would have been 
deemed the moll reprehenfible, now 
appeared reafonable and juft; and 
thofe, at which men of honour now 
ftarted, would perhaps fome time 
hence be reyarded as perfectly legi- 
timate and regular. Who could fet 
bounds to the temerity of opinion ? 
The rights of the throne had al- 
ready been difputed; the rights of 
the two orders were now called in 
queltion ; it had even been propofed 
to fupprefs the feudal lordthips, asa 
fyftem 
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fyftem of oppreffion, anda remnant 
of barbarifm ; fhortly the rights of 
property would be invaded, and the 
unequal diflribution of wealth be 
coniidered as a matter deferving of 
reform. The prioces added, that 
the claim of a double reprefentation 
of the tiers état was the offspring 
of thefe fyitems of innovation, and 
ought to be perfeveringly refifted. 
To grant it would be to encourage 
a {pirit of encroachment ; and its 
advocates, animated by their firlt 
fuccefs, would not content them. 
felves with a conceffion, which, un- 
le(s connected with fomething that 
was to follow, would prove altoge- 
ther vominai and nugatory.--A 
meeting of the dukes and peers of 
Trance, fimilar to that of the princes, 
was held on the twentieth ; but they 
contented themfelves with publith- 
ing a refolution, by which they ex- 
prefled their readinefs to pay their 
full proportion to the . national 
revenue, without demanding any 
pecuniary exemption, 

‘The parliament of Paris appears to 
lave exerted a forelight of a diflerent 
character from that of the princes of 
the blood, and to have modelled its 
proceedings accordingly. ‘Thole of 
the princes were full of ardour and 
adventure; thofe of the parliament 
were infected with timidity. ‘The 
former feemed prepared to facritice 
every thing to the unlimited affer- 
tion of the prerogatives to which 
they were born; the latter, if they 
were nuable to preferve the whole, 
were willing to make as good a bar- 
pain as they could. ‘The y felt, like 
the princes, the full force of that 
chery and {pring which the com- 
tuons of Trance had now taken; 
but they were aware that there was 
ne zeal equally vigorous likely to be 
brought into contelt with them; 


and they had little heart to ftrugel, 
with a party, the fuccefs of which, 
at leaft in a certain degree, was in 
fallible. The younger memben 
that guided their deliberations, had 
tatted of the intoxicating draught of 
popular applaufe. = Mr. d’Efpre. 
menil and others had been received 
with fhouts at the re-affembling of 
their corps after the period of thei 
vacation ; and they could. not per. 
fuade themfelves lightly to part with 
that public favour which had been 
fo particularly grateful to them, 
They did not contider, that no maa 
can long expect to engrofs the ad. 
miration of others, who does not ap- 
pear unequivocally to enter into 
their fentiments; and that he, who 
endeavours {fkilfully to qualify be. 
tween oppofite parties, will ulti. 
mately be condemned and deferted 
by both. 

The vacation of the parliament 
expired on the twelfth of Novem. 
ber; but it was not ufual with that 
body to enter immediately upon 
the tranfaction of bufinefs, and ac- 
cordingly it was not till the fitth of 
December that they adopted the 
refolution, by which they endea- 
voured to qualify their intolerant 
language of the preceding months, 
In this refolution they exprefled 
their alarms for the confequences 
of the prefent ferment, and of the 
manceuvres employed by ill-inten- 
tioned perfons to deprive the nation 
of the fruits of the efforts of the 
magittracy, and to fubflrtute anat- 
chy and fedition in the room of the 
acquilition of a juli and generous 
liberty. They recommended, as the 
moft detfirable of all prelimiaries, 
harmony between the diflcrent of 
ders; and they regretted that they 
fhould have been themfelves fo much 
mifunderflood in their felection of 
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the model of 16146 By this fe- 
lection they had undoubtedly in- 
tended to point out the mode of 
convocation by bailliages as prefer- 
sble to all others; but they were 
neither empawered nor had de- 
figned to put any reftri€tion upon tlre 
confidence of the electors ; and with 
refpeét to the proportion of repre- 
fentatives for the three orders, as 
it was undetermined either by law 
or any conftant ufage, they had al- 
ways meaned to refer to the dif- 
cretion of the fovereign the choice 
of fuch meafures, as might beft ac- 
cord with reafon, with liberty, with 
juttice, and with the national fen- 
timent. To quiet the perturbation 
that at prefent exifted, the par- 
liament begged leave to recommend 
to the king to convoke the ttates 
general as {peedily as poffible, and, 
previoufly to that convecation, to 
fanétion and eonfecrate the follow- 
ing fundamental principles: the 
periodical aflembling of this na- 
tional body ; their right to mort- 
gage in perpetuity to the public 
creditors the produce of certain 
taxes; their obligation towards their 
conttituents to grant no other taxes 
but for a definite time, and to a 
given amount ; their right exprefsly 
to appropriate the public money to 
the different fervices in which it 
fhould be employed ; the refolution 
of the king to confent to the imme- 
diate abolition of all taxes bearing 
partially upon particular orders ; the 
relponfibility of minifters ; the right 
of the fates general to accufe and 
impeach before the parliaments all 
national offenders, faving the pri- 
vilege of the parliament’s attorney 
general to exercife the fame func- 
tion ; the mutual relation between 
the fates general and the courts of 
law, fo that the latter might not 
and could not fuffer the levy of any 
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tax, nor take part in the execution 
of any law of whatever fort or de- 
{cription, that had not previoufly 
been demanded or fan@ioned by 
the former; the individual liberty 
of the citizen, ‘to be fecured by the 
obligation of the party arrefling to 
commit him to a legal prifon, and 
furrender him to the diferetion of 
his ratural judges; laftly, the legal 
liberty of the prefs, the only fecure 
amd ready refource of innocence 
againft oppreffion, referving a re- 
fponfibility for reprehenfible works 
after their publication, according to 
the exigence of the cafe. 

An obfervation early fugrefted 
by this refolution of the parliament 
was, that, while they had enume- 
rated moit of the other privileges 
fecured by the Britrfh conftitution, 
they had carefully omitted the trial 
by jury; and indeed it is impoffible 
to read their decifion without re- 
marking, that, at the fame time 
that they were perfectly ready to 
concede all other prerogatives but 
their own, they fpoke of thefe as 
matters of the higheft confequence, 
and exalted themfelves to a level 
with all that prejudice admires or 
reafon teaches to be invaluable. A 
proceeding fo fpecious and artificial 
obtained for them little credit with 
any party; and the court, which 
had lately feemed rather under the 
influence of refentment than policy, 
replied with haughtinefs to their 
reprefentations, that, ® with his 
parliament the king had nothing to 
difeufs; it was with the affembled na- 
tion that he would concert fuch mea- 
fures, as might permanently confoli- 
date the public order and the pro- 
fperity of the whole.” 

Mr. d’Efpremenil publifhed at 
this period a very brief difquifition, 
which may be regarded as the mo! 
authentic commentary upon the re- 
{olution 
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folution of the fifth of December. 
According to him, the voting by 
feparate orders was the conititution, 
and the voting in a fingle aflembly 
the exception; an exception, to 
which it might be neceflary to have 
recourfe upon extraordinary cafes, 
but which muft always be adopted 
by the voluntary affent of the three 
orders. The fermentation that had 
been excited about doubling or not 
doubling the reprefentation of the 
tiers état, was an example of per- 
verfity and malevolence that no hif- 
tory could parallel. Infact, he obferv- 
ed, all France was of one opinion. 
The clergy and nobility were willing 
to pans + theirpecuniary privileges; 
and this conceffion onthe one hand, 
and the independence of orders on 
the other, were only wanting to 
render the nation happy and tree. 
He was neverthclefs of opinion, that 
the reprefentation of the tiers ctat 
ought to be donbled: not to pro- 
tect them againft the ariltocratical 
orders, there was no longer any con- 
teft between them; but becaufe a 
full and numerous reprefentation of 
the people, was the beit fecurity 
ayrainit: minifterial defpotifm, the 
common enemy of the fovereign and 
of every order in the ftate. 
Whether it were that the parlia- 
mentary leaders were difappointed 
of the applaufe they expected to gain 
by their palinodia, or that they 
thought they had gone far enough 
in qualification, and it was now ne- 
ceflary to fhew their impartiality, 
their next public proceeding was to 
burn by the hands of the common 
hangman a pamphlet written in 
defence of democratical principles ; 
and the harangue, which it was 
vival upon fuch occafions for the 
attorney general to deliver, was full 
of vehement invectives again what 
he Ryled the exUavagant preienfions 


of the tiers tat. Inthe fame fpirit 
they foon after fummoned to thejs 
bar the author and printer of a pp. 
tition, calling itfelf the petition of 
the inhabitants of Paris, and ty 
which fignatures were folicited 
advertifements and circular letters, 
Having heard the parties, they 
iffued a itri€t prohibition for the 
future againft fuch advertifements, 
and the public expolition of peti. 
tions for fignature, as contrary to 
good order, and capable of being 
applied by ill-intentioned perfons tg 
the wort of purpofes, 

It was never more neceflary thay 
upon the prefent occafion, that the 
executive government fhould inter. 
fere, and endeavour to compofe the 
mutual jealoufies and mifunderitand: 
ings, which daily became wider and 
more angry, as the decifion, un 
certain in its iffuc, advanced nearer 
to a crifis. This decifion was a 
length made public in a refult of 
council of the twenty-feventh of 
December, by which it was deter 
mined, that the number of deputies 
to the enfuing ftates general fhould 
not fall fhort of a thoufand, that 
it fhould be apportioned with all 
practicable accuracy conformably to 
the population and financial coatn- 
butions of the different. bailliages, 
and that the reprefentation of the 
tiers ¢tat fhould be cqual to the fum 
of reprelentations of the other two 
orders. 

Mr. Necker forefaw that this de- 
cifion would be attended with con 
liderable popularity ; and, willing * 
afcertain his claim to a prinerpal 
fhare in effecting it, he publitheds 
report, drawn up by hinfelf, aod 
laid before the council previoully te 
their ultimate refolution. The mr 
nifter has enabled us, by a curious 
anecdote he has recorded, to judge 
how far either himfelf or his male 

was 
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was favourable to the popular caufe, 
at the very time that they unquef- 
tionably rendered it the moft eflen- 
tial fervice. Neither of them had 
the remoteft idea of fuffering the 
three orders to deliberate in one 
aflembly. Mr. Necker propofed to 
the king what he called the model 
of Great Britain, that is, the ar- 
ranging the reprefentatives of the 
commons in one houfe by them- 
felves, and bringing together in 
another the fuperior orders, whofe 
exemptions, whofe feudal os and 
whofe multiplied privileges had per- 

uated for centuries the flavery and 
mifery of France. Louis heard with 
patience the project of his minifter ; 
but he was not, it feems, as yet pre- 

red to make fo vait a conceflion in 
avour of the great body of the peo- 
ple. In the mean while, though in 
the report of council we difcern.re- 
peated marks of felf-fufliciency and 
vanity, it isin feveral refpects de- 
ferving of our attention, both for 
what it contains of praifeworthy, 
and what of reprehentible, ‘There 
is nothing in it more confpicuous 
than extreme deficiency of forefight, 
not merely in thofe particulars which 
in fuch an eventful period fcarcely 
any fagacity could have predicted, 
but in thofe, which were alike cal- 
culated upon by the princes as an 
object of terror, by the parliament 
as a fubject for their dexterity, and 
by the leaders of the tiers état as 
the compafs by which their conduct 
was to be regulated. 

The report ftated three queftions 
as particularly important at the pre- 
fent moment ; the equality or ine- 
quality of reprefentation between 
the different bailliages, the equality 
or inequality between thedifferentor- 
ders,and whether anyone order could 
be reprefented by a deputy chofen 
eutot anotherorder, “Lhe queition 
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refpecting the reprefentation of the 
different bailliages had been decided 
by the majority of the notables in fa- 
vour of perfec equality between 
thefe diitri&s, however diflimilar 
might be their wealth or population. 
But feveral fections, while they a- 
dopted this decifion, had obferved, 
that they had no fufficient materials 
for any other. Mr. Necker was 
therefore perfuaded, that, if, infead 
of laying before them, as by the 
fhortnefs of the preparation he had 
been obliged to do, fo imperfect 
documents, he had been able to offer 
his collections intheir prefent finifhed 
ftate, the greater part of the affem- 
bly would have feen reafon to con- 
fider the fubject in a very different 
light. He of confequence recom- 
mended to the king to fuperfede 
their decifion. 

The fecond queftion, of the dou- 
ble reprefentation of the tiers état, 
was, he faid, the moft important of 
all, and at this moment divided and 
diltracted the kingdom. Perhaps 
too high a degree of moment had 
been aflcribed to it. The ancient 
conttitution, or in other words efta- 
blithed ufage, authorized the fepa- 
rate deliberation of the three orders; 
of confequence the number of de- 
puties by which each fhould be re- 
prefented feemed to be a confidera- 
tion, not worthy of all the heat and 
animofity it had excited. It were 
without doubt to be defired, that 
the three orders fhould enter in 
common upon the examination of 
all affairs, in which their intereit 
was abfolutely equal ; but that com. 
mon examination depended upon the 
feparate volition of the three orders, 
and could arife out of no caufe but a 
patriotic devotion to the welfare of 
their country. A queftion however, 
like the prefent, the decifion of which 
could not jultly lead to any important 
confequence, 
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confequence, might be rendered of 
the deepett a. by the difcord- 
ant opinions to which it gave birth, 
and the mifunderftanding it might 
= among the different orders of 

ftate. It was therefore neceflary 
to confider with attention the rea- 
fons that might be given in favour 
of either decifion. 

Againft that which the popular 
party demanded might be adduced 
the example of 1614, and the opi- 
nion of the notables. It was faid, 
that the tiers état, by laying fo dif- 

portionate a ftrefs upon the num- 
fer of their reprefentatives, betrayed 
a defign of obliging the ftates ge- 
neral to deliberate in onc affembly ; 
that the people were often incon- 
fiderate in their pretenfions, and, 
gratified in a firft demand, might 
proceed to others, till they changed 
the government into an abfolute de- 
mocracy ; that too much importance 
was frequently attributed to the de- 
fires of the tiers état ; that body was 
indeed confiderable in number, but 
feattered as to place, and occupied 
in a varicty of purfuits; that of con- 
65 ae ey foon became tired of 
political difputes, and, to have their 
atteution kept awake, mutt be per- 
petually ftimulated by political writ- 
ers; that even in number they were 
not fo formidable as might at firft be 
imagined, fince one hali of the ple- 
beians were attached by fituation or 
intercit to the clergy and nobility ; 
jailly, that the two firit orders were 
better acquainted than the tiers état 
with the court and its machinations, 
and could more eafily baffle the in- 
tended convocation of the tates ge- 
neral, or ruin the minifler. 

On the other fide of the quettion 
it might be obferved, that, though 
the precife words of the writs of 
convocation of 1614 were againft 


the prayer of the commons, the faét 


was favourable to them, fince thé 
number of deputics in that and the 
preceding inftances had always beeg 
rreateft on the part of the tiers état, 
P The writs addrefled to the " 
the nobility and the third eftate had 
been in their tenour uniform, one 
deputy at leaft,” or “ one deputy 
and no more” being required for 
each bailliage : the number of 
fentatives in the flates of 1614 had 
been one hundred and , eighty-twe 
for the tiers étaty and two hundred 
and feventy-two for the other two 
orders. ] So far, as Mr. Necker obs 
ferved, was there from being ground 
to apprehend from the incroachment 
of the interior order, that it wasa 
known faét, that, in the convention 
of provincial ftates, where the orders 
fomctimes deliberated in common, 
the tiers état frequently found them. 
felves intimidated by the dignity of 
their fuperiors, and could only res 
cover their courage and refolution 
by demanding to withdraw inte 
their own houle. He added, that, 
the abolition of the ancient mode of 
deliberating by feparate orders being 
out of the queftion, it could not be 
denied that there were feveral fub- 
jects of national concern, with which 
the tiers état were moft fully ac 
quainted, and which could beil be 
difcuffed in a numerous reprefenta- 
tion of that order, fuch as, the tranf- 
aGions of commerce, the fate of 
manufactures, the proper mode of 
encouraging them, public credit, the 
intereft and circulation ef money, 
abufes in the colleion of taxes and 
the adminiftration of privileges; that 
it was faid the two firit orders in the 
ftates general might perhaps take 
into confideration the demand of the 
tiers état ; but furely it was becom- 
ing that their requelt, if fucectsfulp 
fhould owe its fuccefs to royal boun- 
ty; that the fentiment of the = 
é 
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état, if unanimous, if conformable 
to general principles of equity, mutt 
always be regarded as the national 
fentiment ; time would confecrate 
it; the judgment of Europe would 
confirm it; the king himfelf could 
do no more than regulate in his juf- 
tice, or advance by is wifdom, what 
circumftances and opinions would in- 
fallibly crown with fuccefs ; laitly, 
that the enmity of the two higher 
orders might ruin a minilter, but 
the difcontent of the third could 
alienate the affection of a nation 
from their fovereign. 

Having decided the fecond and 
principal queftion, Mr. Necker pro- 
ceeded to the examination of the 
third; and here his opinion was in 
favour of the moit entire liberty; or, 
in the language of the notables, that 
no other qualification fhould be 
fought in the reprefentative but the 
confidence of his conitituents. Per- 
haps, he faid, this might be the latt 
aflembly of the ftates general, in 
which the tiers état would annex 
any great importance to the having 
deputies chofen only out of their 
own order, To judge from the 
difpofition of the fuperior orders, 
he might conclude, that the pecu- 
mary exemptions, which gave to the 
different clafles of fociety a feparate 
intereft, were on the eve of being 
fuppreffed. Then the tiers état 
might indifferently choofe for their 
deputy a nobleman or any other 
citizen, ‘They would then have no 
other intereft, than that which was 
common to every inhabitant of 
France, in the good order of the 
finances, the moderation of taxes, 
the juitice of the laws civil and cri- 
minal, the tranquillity and ftrength 
of the kingdom, and the happinefs 
and glory of their fovercign. It 
would never enter into their minds 
to endeavour to reduce the mauorial 
= honorary prerogatives, which 
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diftinguifhed either in their property 
or their perfons the higher ranks of 
the ftate from the rel of the citi- 
zens: there was not a Frenchman 
that did not know, that thefe pre- 
rogatives were as facred as any other 
fpecies of property, that ‘many of 
them were entwined with the eflence 
of the monarchy, and that the king 
would never endure their being 
touched with a profane and pre- 
fumptuous hand.—In fine, having 
decided thefe queftions, Mr. Necker 
recommended the flates general to 
be compofed of about one thoufand 
members, two hundred and fifty de- 
puted by the clergy, two hundred 
and fifty by the nobleffe, and five 
hundred by the tiers état. 

Though the late addrefs of the 
parliament of Paris had been re- 
ceived with remarkable coldnefs, the 
minilter feems to have borrowed from 
it the idea of {tating upon the pre- 
fent occafion thofe great principles 
of regular and eftablifhed liberty, 
which the king was ready unfolicit- 
ed to concede and to fanctify. He 
was willing, as Mr. Necker declar- 
ed, neither to impofe (which indeed 
he had promifed on a former occa- 
fion), nor even to enlarge the pe- 
riod of any tax, without the confent 
of the ftates reneral ; to fecure the 
periodical fittings of that affembly ; 
and to provide in the moit efficactous 
manner againit the diforder, that the 
mifconduct or incapacity of mini- 
fters might hereafter introduce inte 
the finances. © He propofed himfelf 
to invite the ftates general to exa- 
mine the great queftion of lettres 
de cachet, and:to afcertain the regu- 
lations that ought to be prefcribed 
to this branch of the executive go- 
vernment. He was alfo impatient 
to reccive the advice of that affem- 
bly with refpeét to the degree of 
liberty that ought to be indulged 


to the prefs, and to the publication 
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snide tenet ge 
concern. 
. Necker fuaded, that 
Fi Pasar daggl nr eminently 


conduce to the uillity of the 
on The faticfadtion to be 


ysis g Bah unlimited power was 


Shagether imaginary, If it were 
the duty of the prince to aim at the 
atelt advantage of za roy a 
the permanent felicity of his fub- 
jeéts, the oe of “ few of 9 
prerogatives in fo glorious a caule, 
was undoubtedly f° nobleft ufe to 
which his power could be applied, 
was the only ule that was com- 
pletely his own, while the abufes 
and the regular exercife of autho- 
rity belonged for the molt part to 
the {phere of the minifter. I[t was 
the minifter that loved an arbitrary 
authority, becaufe in that he could 
be every thing; and feared a re- 
gular and conflitutional govern- 
ment, in which he would be reduced 
to almoft nothing, The happinefs 
therefore of the prefent meliorated 
fyftem would be eminently the 
king’. He would no longer be 
alternately agitated by the varying 
fyftem of minillers. He would no 
as be compelled to lend the 
fanétion of his name to meafures of 
which he did not forefee the con- 
fequence, or to continue that fanc- 
tion long after he had begun to 
doubt of their integrity. By one 
reat and generous application of 
is fovereign power, by one act of 
enlightened confidence that fhould 
furround him with the deputies of 
the nation, he would find himfelf 
for ever delivered from that feries 
of uncertainty and hefitation, of 
miftruft and regret, which mutt in- 
fallibly imbitter the tranquillity of 
a prince, who fet any value upon 
the profperity of his kingdom or 
the love of his fubje &s. The virtuous 
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forbearance of the king would ayy 


deprive him of one of the 
eminent funétions of majefty, 








Aw 


tional aflembly itfelf, without fuck 
a guide, fuch an advocate in th 


caule of juftice, fuch a 


patron of 


the opprefied, would be liable tg 
the moft fatal errors: and, with te, 
fpect to foreign powers, an imme. 
table order introduced into the 
nances, a new clafticity commusk 
cated to the {pring of public credit, 
a new chergy given to all the mem 
bers of the ftate, would render the 
prefent king of France more form. 


dable, 


honoured than any of his 
fors. ‘* In the mean time,” added 
Mr. Necker, “* ifa variation in the 
number of deputies of the tiers dm 
fhould be made the fubjeét or the 
pretext of difcord ; if they thould 
deny to the king the right 


nouncing @ 


prelimina 


more courted and mer 


aie 


which had been fo earnettly folicit, 


ed by the greater 


part of his fub- 


jeéts; if private interefts thould 


prevail over the 


public embarraff- 


ment, to induce them to retard the 
meeting of the flates general, and 
to aim at wearing out the honour 
able perfeverance of their ee 
in fine, if his will were not fufficient 
for the removal of every obttaclt— 
J turn from the difcouraging ides, { 
cannot endure to imagine it, [ will 
not be perfuaded to believe ity—in 
thateafe it fhould be my only and my 
lat advice to your majetty, 1 
to facrifice the minifter, who my 
have had the principal fhare in i 
ducing you to this refolution.” 
One other meafure of admin 
ftration properly clofes the narrative 
of the year 1788. Two daysalter 
the refult of council, on the twenty 
ninth of December, appeared # 
ment, continuing the 
rovifions of the archbithop o 
Touloufe’s refcript of the ei 


order of govern 
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which the caiffe d’ef- 
Oe henitel to difcharge 
its notes in bills of exchange, and 
its paper was declared a legal ten- 
der for the payment of any debt, 
Mr, Necker, who had endeavoured 
to build all his reputation upon his 
ability as a financier, had not only 
not had the courage to imitate 
Mr. de Calonne, who, without any 
preparation, without any referve, 
and without a moment’s delay, had 
obliged this commercial company 
to enter upon immediate payment ; 
but, after a delay of four months, 
afer an ample period for the dif- 
covery of qualifications, for the re- 
vival of credit, or rather perhaps 
for the illumination of his igno- 
yance, {till imagined it right to con- 
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tinue this ruinous and difgraceful 
expedient, The unjuttifiablenefs of 
the meafure could only be exceeded 
by the fingularity of the preamble 
by which the minifter thought 
proper to recommend it. He ob- 
erved, that the gradual renovation 
of confidence, together with the 
circumfpeét condu@ of the direc 
tors of the bank, had occafioned a 
daily increafe of the quantity of 
{pecie in their poffeffion ; and that 
the plentifulnefs of this fupply was 
at prefent fo great, as to fa it rea- 
fonable immediately to re-eftablith 
them in their ordinary courfe of 
‘ogee at the fame time that 
or weighty and important confider- 
ations it was hast bienet for the 
prefent to defer that meafure. 
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PRINCIPAL OCCURRENCES 


In the Year 1790. 


JANUARYY. 


I HE annual New-year’s ode 
was this day difcontinued, 
by order of his majefty. 

2, The roool. ufually given by 
his majefty to the poor of the city, 
has been paid according to cuftom 
within thefe few days.—Laft year, 
while his majefty was ill, the prince 
of Wales generoutly fent the 1oeol. 
left the poor in that inclement 
feafon, fhould futfer from the de- 
lay, no money being then iffuable 
from the exchequer. His majefty, 
onhisrecovery, determining not to 
be outdone by his generous fon, or- 
dered another 1oool. to be fent to the 
chamberlain’s office, which was re- 
ceived laft April. 

_4+ The Melville Caftle Eaft In- 
diaman, on her paflage, went fo far 
to the fouthward of the Cape as la- 
titude 42, where fhe fell in with an 
ifland of ice, not lefs than two miles 
incircumference, 400 feet in height 
above the furface of the fea. As 
ce floats one third above and two 
thirds below the water, this amaz- 
ing mats may be fuppofed to be near 
twelve hundred feet in thicknefs. 
The Jolly boat was fent off to recon- 
hatre, but was prevented from ap- 
Proa-hing within feveral yards, by 


the quantity of broken pieces of 
ice, and the torrents of water de- 
{cending from its furface. 

5. On Saturday the 27th of De- 
cember, Mr. Vance, fheriff of Dub- 
lin, received information, that a 
number of diforderly perfons were 
affembled ina field below the new 
cuftom-houfe, for the purpofe of 
bull-baiting: he communicated the 
fame to alderman Carleton, and 
they agrecd to difperfethem. They, 
accordingly, at the head of a party 
of the military, proceeded to the 
field, and repeatedly prefled the mob 
to difperfe quietly, which, inftead 
of perfuading them to comply, on- 
ly ferved to make them outrageous, 
and they began to throw {ftones. 
The foldiers, having received orders, 
fired over the heads of the people, 
to intimidate them: but this not 
having the defired effect, eight of 
the ringleaders were feized, when a 
refcue was attempted, and the fol- 
diers were ordered to fire in their 
own defence. ‘The confequence was, 
that three men were fhot dead, and 
many wounded. ‘The fheriff then 

roceeded with his prifoners, and 
lad them in the New Prifon. 

‘The next day, alderman Howifon, 
one of the coroners, having laid the 


inguifition, by him taken on the 
(A 2) bodits 
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bodies of the perfons killed, before 


Jord Clonmel, his lordfhip ordered 
the two gentlemen concerned in this 
affair to give bail for their appear- 
ance to take their trial for the fame. 

. Recent advices from the Eaft 
Indies mention, that, on the sth 
of Auguft laft, capt. Horrebow, a 
native of Denmark, who had been 
convicted before the fupreme court 
at Calcutta, of carrying away flaves 
frem Chandenagore to Colomba, 
was fentenced to three months im- 
prifonment, to pay a fine of 500 ru- 
ces, and to give fecurity for his 

won ood behaviour for three 
years, himfelf in a bond of 1°, ©0 
rupees, and two fecurities in 5,000 
rupees cach.—Several extenuating 
circumftances having been ftated, 
in affidavits, to the court, prevented 
the inflicting of a more oe pu- 
nifhment for this offence, See vol. 
X, ps 4% 

¢. By letters from Demarara, 
of laft November, the white inha- 
bitants have had a-narrow efcape 
from a genera) maflacre; about a 
thoufand of the neyrocs from the 
different plantations having unani- 
moufly agreed to murder every 
white man ou the ifland. The time 
was fixed; but the negroes on one 
of the plantations mijtaking theday, 
actually murdered every white man 
on it, which gave the alarm, and 
faved all the reit. The ringleaders 
were apprehended, and put to the 
torture, which they bore with un- 
common fortitude ; glorving in what 
they were about to execute. 

g. A uwufeful difeoverv has int 
teen announced in Eaft Friefland. — 
Mr. Hoffman, of Leir, in that pro- 
Vinee, took tix pounds of the trefh 
rents of couch, or dogs erafs, and 
atter cutting them ta pieces and 
wrung them, madea math of them 
with boiling water. Phis he ter- 


oe 


G's FA & 





[ Januar, 


and when the fermentation 
finiihed, put the liquor into an alem. 
bic, and drew off a watery fp; 
from it, which, after being recited, 
produced four ounces of liquor 4 
itrong as a common malt {pirit, and 
of a much more agreeable flavoy 
From three ounces of the expreffed 
juice, Mr, H. obtzined two drag, 
and 33 grains of cryftalized facchs. 
rine acid. In fome parts of Sweden, 
in afearcity of corn, they make tho 
roots into bread, 

i he following recipe, for the cure 
of the rot in fheep, has appeared in 
the public prints —( ive to gach 
fheep one fpoonful of fpirits of tur. 
pentine mixed with two of water, 
after fafting twelve hours; letthem 
have each three dofes, ftaying fx 
days between each dofe, This dif. 
temper arifes from certain animal- 
culez which are found in the lives 
of the intected fheep, refembling 
flat fifh. The turpentine, by def 
troying them, effets acure ; at lea 
the experiment is fimple, and wor: 
thy trial. 

14. At three o’cleck this morn- 
ing arrivedat Nerot's hotel, King’s 
itreet, St. James’s, from Geneva, 
his royal highnefs prince Edward, 
their majefties fourth fon. 

1.. The Newcaftle fubfcription, 
for the relief of the widows and or 
phauis of failors loft in the late florms, 
has netted upwards of 2oocl. The 
duke ot Portland and lord Warwick 
have each given 50 guineas. oe 
VO... re Ph Z5- 

16. The philanthropic Mr. How 
ard was, on the 17th of November 
in perfeét health at Cherfon, @ 
Little ‘Lartary, in his way to Tur 
key, vifiting the Ruffian military 
and naval hotpitals in that 
bourhood, after having infpet 
thofe of Riga, Cronftadt, dc. which 
he found in the moft dreadful fat 


of negleét, through which at 
9 709 
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~-,ca0 foldiers and failors are faid 
to have perifhed in the laft yearonly. 
- 30. A common hall was held at 
Guildhall, for the purpofe of taking 
‘atoconfideration the progrefs of the 
excife-laws, and how far a further 
extention of them will affect the trade 
and commerce of the city. Several 
refolutions pafled unanimoufly, and 
the reprefentatives were inftructed 
to endeavour, by all legal means, 
to carry them into effect. Thanks 
were voted to the lord-mayor and 
city members, and the hall broke up, 

22. Yefterday, as his maiefty was 

roceeding in {tate to the houfe of 
lords, a perfon of genteel appearance 
threw a large ftone with great vio- 
Jence at the carriage, but fortu- 
nately miffed the royal perfon. He 
was immediately apprehended, and 
underwent a long examination. 

23. This perfon was again brought 
up by the meflenger to Mr. Gren- 
ville’s office, where he underwent 
another examination; when it ap- 
peared that his name is John Frith, 
a half pay lieutenant in the fecond 

attalion of royals; and that he 
was the fame perfon who ftuck a li- 
bellous paper on the whalebone in 
the court-yard at St. James’ three 
weeks ago : this paper he calls a ma- 
nifefto; and the jumble of incohe- 
rencies it contains, fully evinces the 
deranged ftate of the writer’s mind. 

Samuel Spurway gave the cleareft 
evilence of the matter: he faw the 
prifoner, when his majefty’s carriage 
was pafling him, throw a ftone 
with all his force againtt it, the ftone 
hit the coach about two inches be- 
low the glafs, but his majefty was 
loengaged in converfation as not to 
obferve it. The ftone, Mr. Spur- 
way picked up, and found it large 
and heavy. On queftioning the 
prifoner as to his motives for fo hor- 
nid an attempt, he replied, ‘ He 
Was very forry the fone had not hit 





the king!” Mr. Spurway ordered 
Jordan, a conftable, to feize him, 
who alfo faw him throw the ftone. 
When this unfortunate man was 
firft taken into cuftody, he was 
fearched: in his pockets twopence 
was all the cafh to be found. A 
bag, containing a quantity of pa- 
pers was taken from him: in this 
ag was found a copy of the paper 
which he had ftuck up at St. James's 
and the Roya! Exchange, where he 
publicly read it, and, in the mott 
wild and extravagant manner, ex- 
horted the perfous who heard him, 
to efpoufe fi caufe, and not to fee 
the conftitntion of their country 
fubverted. In this paper he talks 
of being fent on fhore on the fands 
of Bahama, where he wis tormented 
by f{pirits, and goes on in the fame 
frantic ftile, with abufe of the king, 
the privy-council, and the adminif- 
tration of the country. He acknow- 
ledged his having written and {tuck 
up the paper, and his throwing the 
ftone at his majesty, which he faid 
he did in order to be noticed, for 
his charaéter had been defamed, 
which he wanted to be cleared up, 
and for that purpofe to gain a pb. 
lic éxamination. He was tormerly 
an éenfign in the 37th regiment of 
foot. He is a man of genteel but 
frantic appearance. In the centre 
of his cockade he had placed a bunch 
of orange-coloured ribband, 
2¢. Lieutenant Frith was re-ex- 
amined, at the office of the duke of 
Leeds in Whitehall. The exami. 
nation was attended by the lord 
a lord privy féal, chancel- 
or of the exchequer, duke of Rich- 
mond, two fecretaries of flate, earl 
of Chatham, lords Hawkefbury and 
Kenyon, mafter of the roils, atror- 
ney and folicitor generals, and fir 
Sampfon Wright. The council fat 
fix heurs. The principal wirnt‘s 
examined was a woman, a relatiou 
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of Frith’ $, who {poke ftrangly to the 
appearance of the prifone " dere ng- 
td ftate of mind, etm to his 
committing this rafh act the con- 
ftables were likewife re-examined 
who faw him commit the offence, 
as wéll as feveral perfons who had 
been formerly acquainted with him. 
At the clofe of the examination, the 
council thought proper to fend for 
Mr. Akerman, keeper of Newgate, 
to whofe cuftody ‘rith was com- 
mitted. 

30. Lately died, in Plunket-ftreet 
Widows-houfe, Dublin, Mis. Sarah 
Jones, being 1c2 years old. She 
was active and healthy, and likely 
to live much longer, had fhe not, 
fome fhort time aco, received a fall, 
which bruifed and injured her very 
much. Her eye- fight never failed 
her, nor did the ever ufe {pec acles. 

At Horfeley, Derbyfhire, at the 
age of 107, died, Mrs. Frances Bar- 
ton. She followed midwifery up- 
wards of So years. Her hufband 
had been fexton of the parifh church 
70 years; and this ancient pair fre- 
quently boafted that fhe had brought 
into the world, and he had buried, 
the parifl twice over. 

At Corney, in Cumberland, died, 
in his road year, Mr. Wm. T rough- 
ton. 

At Cropton, near Pickering, died, 
Mis. Mary Jackfon, aged 104, 

At Lean Cadw allader, died, in 
the a1sth year of his age, the cele- 
brated Hugh Llewellin, well known 
in the neighbouring counties for his 
mufical fkill, particula rly on the 
Welfh-harp, which he played until 
within a fortnight of his death, 


FEBRUARY. 


3. The Southar mpton, prince Ed- 
ward, for Gibraltar, failed with a 


fair wind on Monday \y afternoon, 
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A L February, 
. Mr. John Walter, pei 
ee + he Times,” having fiffere 

judgment to go by defaul It, for 4 
libel againft the prince of Wales 
charging | ris royal highnef efS with in, 
fincerity in the forrow which he es. 
preffed for the unl lappy f fit uation of 
his majefty during his late tla 
was brought i into the court of ki no’y 
bench to receive fentence, whieh 
judge Afhhurft pronoun ed accord. 
ingly; namely,—To pay a fine of 
tocl. and to be imprifone d for the 
{pace of 12 months in Nx Wweate, to 
take place after the expiration of 
his prefent confinement. 

Mr. Walter was again called t) 
the har to receive judgment for g 
libel againft the duke of  larenee, 
publifhed in May latt ; afferting that 
his royal highnefs returned from his 
{tation without authority from the 
admir alty or the comm: qi lin g r officer, 
T his judg ment likewife went by de- 
fault. The court fentenced him to 
pay a fine of 1ocl. 

s- A young man, who was fer 

vant to colonel Stehe lin, lieutenant 
governor of the royal military aca 
de “my, who lately alarmed the fami- 
ly, by firing a blunderbufs through 
fome of the windows, with a view 
of making them believe an attempt 
had been “made by a fet of thieves 
to rob the houfe, and of inducing 
the colonel to promote him toa 
ferjeantcy, for his alertnefs, has been 
fentenced by a court martial tor 
ceive coo lathes, and to be drummed 
say of the regiment. 

The court of delegates have 
Petey Andrew Robinton Bows 
efq. to pay all the cofts in the late 
fuits between him and his wife the 
cor ss dowager of Strachmores 
Sce | 10). 

ieee te from Shields, that 
a Seal late] iv built for the purpofe ot 
preferving the crews coming on the 
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of Herd Sand, was firft tried on Satur- 
d dav fe’nnight, and far exceeded the 


i expectations of thofe who: had the 


y moft fanguine hopes of het utility ; 
he for, in going off three times to a 
te veffel then on fhore, through a very 
if heavy fea, fhe fcarce fhipped any 
5 water, and rendered the crew inh- 
‘ vite fervicee The failors prefent 
d were extremely ready in offering 


| themfelves upon the oc afion. 


f .. A few days ago, milfs Willes, 
: ot Attrope, in Oxfordthire, fet her 
0 muflin handkerchief on hire ; but a 
H fervant maid being within hearing, 
the young lady had the prefence of 
) mind to order the maid to roll her 
up i the carpet, by wh hy means 
, the efcaped, but not without being 
t much hurt in her hands and neck. 
; 12. Aperfon, named f dward De- 
rick, was apprehended at the Quee n’s 
palace, on Wednefday afternoon, for 
behaving in a riotous manner, de- 
) manding the crown and fceptre, &c. 
and yefterday he was brought betore 
fr Sampfon Wright and Nicholas 
) Bond, efq. and went under an exa- 
: mination. He refuted anfwering any 
. queftions put to him, except that he 


is the fon of John D rick, who lives 
at Caldecut in Chefhire, where he 
was born. He appears to be about 
24 yeais of age, was meanly drefled, 
and feems infane. He was commite 
ted to Tothill-fields Bridewell. 


12. Yefterday Mr. Bearcroft moved 
the court of exchequer to relieve the 
county of iifex from the fine of socl, 


i the inhabitants thereof 

laft alhzes held at © belmsfor d, 

by the lord chief juftice Loughbo- 

rough. The motion was grounded 
- ‘ i 

on two aflidavits, made by the keeper 

and alititant of the gaol of the faid 


imMpoled upor 


fe five 
. ‘i » 


f tre 


ty, tlating, ** that no informa- 


On Upon oath, according to their 
Ls 


ee 


suede d 1? . ‘ . 
OWlea re, ha«l been laid before the 
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fa ag mdce leno Aber 7. tt ao | . 
aia judge, respecting anv reali oO! 
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and that the judge, according to the 
beft of their knowledge and belief, 
had not taken any view of the faid 
gao! in his own perfon.”” 

The chief baron faid, the court 
was not, in his opimon, competent 
to order the fine to be taken off, on 
the grounds of the affidavits then 
produc and the record being 
made up, they could not go into 
the grounus thereof, till the queftion 
came before the court upon a gene- 
ral plea. Hisiordfhip faid, it feemed 
at this time to be merely a point of 
honour between the juftices of Effex 
and the noble judye who impofed 
the fine, as the wards, he underftood, 
were now completed in the gaol. 

Mr. Bearcrott here remarked, that 
he was particularly initructed to fay, 
‘* that fuch wards were not ereéted 
in confequence of the impofition of 
the fine.’’ 

The lord chief baron lamented 
that any difference fhould have 
arifen between the juftices and the 
noble judge, to break a link in the 
magiftracy of the county. He did 
not fee that there would be any im- 
propriety in granting a rule to fhew 
caufe why the fine fhould not be dif- 
charged; but this, on confultation, 
was over-ruled by the bench. His 
lordihip then faid, in order to give 
time to all parties, the court would 
direct a fufpention of all further 
procels refpecting the fine till next 
term, 

The fame day, the following quef- 
tion was argued before the court of 
king’s bench: one of the fellers of 
unftamped lottery chances having 
been fued for the penalty of sel. by 
one name, put in atl by another, 
and maved the court to be dif- 
charged, the plaintiff not having 
brought his action in the right 
name; the aniwer was, 
perfon arrefted committed the of- 
fence, and what his name mivht be 

wa 
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was immaterial. The court agree- 
ing with this opinion, the bail-bond 
was ordered to ftand. 

Mr. Chambre having lately ap- 
plied for an information,-in the na- 
ture of a gue evarraste, againit Mr. 
Smith, to fhew by what authority 
he exercifes the office of mayor of 
Nottingham, not having qualified 
himfelf by receiving the facrament 
within the time prefcribed by law, 
Mr. Erfkine appeared yefterday to 
fhew caufe. The learned counfel 
faid, that the perfon who had ap- 

lied for this information had him- 
iif confented to the election of Mr. 
Smith, and therefore he ought not 
to be countenanced in impeaching 
an aét done by his own concurrence. 
They obferved, if profecutions were 
to be commenced againft every cor- 
porate ofhcer who had not received 
the facrament, there would fcarcely 
be a corporation left in the kinydom. 

The court faid, the law was clearly 
againft the mayor, and therefore the 
information muft be granted. 

20. About a quarter after eight 
o’clock on Thurfday evening, a fire 
was difcovered in a lath-render’s 
fied, adjoining Mr, Chilcot and Mr. 
Adams’s timber-yards, in Pedlar’s- 
acre, near Weftminfter-bridge. In 
a few minutes after, it communicated 
to the ftable, workfhop, and timber 
ftacks in Mr. Chilcot’s yard. Before 
any water could be procured, the 
tide being out, its progre{S was fo 
rapid, afhited by the wind, as to 
level all that ftood between the Acre 
and within a few yards of the 
Thames. By this time the dwelling- 
houfes from Mr. Chilcot’s to the 
foot of the bridge, next the road, 
were all in flames backwards. Very 
little affiftance had been given, from 
want of water, until near ten o’clock, 
from which time its fury was checked, 
and continued by degre es fo be ex- 
waguifhed. A number of chetts of 
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tools belonging to Meff. Chileos nd 
Adams’s journeymen are confy 

and two or three of the Inhabitan, 
were not infured.— The buries g 
two men and a boy were dug our 


the ruins yefterday. 


22. Edward Derick was vefterday 
re-examined by fir Sampfon Wrigty 
and Mr. Bond. Several queftiog 
were put to him, but no direc gy, 
{wers could be obtained. A 
other ravings, he declared he wa 
fent from heaven to fave finnes 
from everlafting punifhment, ang 
he had every appearance of infanity, 
He was re-committed to Tothill. 
fields Bridewell, for further egg. 


mination. 


27. Derick, the maniac, after his 
laft examination, was pafled to his 
er at W anftead, in i flex, whene 

e found means to efcape; and, om 
Wednefday afternoon, he went to 
the Queen’s palace, and behaved in 
the fame manner he had done be. 
fore, infifting upon fecing the king 
and queen, to whom, he faid, he 
had brought letters from God. He 
was apprehended, and properly fe 
cured till he could be delivered again 
to the parifh officers of Wantftead, 

2°. This month died at Hereford, 


at the age of 1 


») 


years, the Rev, 


William Davies, M. A. He wassy 
years rector of Staunton upon Wye, 
near Hereford, and vicar of All 
Saints, in the city of Hereford. Till 
within a few years of his death he 
retained his faculties in a great de 
gree, and was remarkably chearful 
and entertaining to his friends who 
vifited him, though nearly deprived 
of his fight.—And, at Leigh, 
Lancafhire, died Jane Monks, a 


the erceat age of roa vears. She re 


tained all her faculties rill withina 


few hours of her death; and, ¢% 


cept for the lait five years, ¢a 


her own maiutenance by winding 


yarn, 
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MARCH. 


. A bill of indiétment was found 

wy the rand jury againft Jolie Frith, 

for high treafon, in compafling the 

* of the king, by throwing a {tone 

inft his coach, as he went to the 
aineet houfe. 

This afternoon another maniac 
went to St. James’s, where he {cized 
the colours belonging to the firft re- 
giment, who were on guard, which 
were placed in the court-yard as 
ufual. The fentery who guarde “d 
the colours not obferving him, he 
made his efcape to the whale ebone, 
where he was feized by another fen- 
tery, who {cured him till he got 
other afiftance ; the maniac imme 
diately threw down the poagnett 
when he was taken into cuftody 
two of the marfhalnen, who con- 
veyed him in a coach to Bow-itreet, 
where he underwent an examination 
before fir Sampfon Wright. On fir 
Sampfon’s atking him his reafon for 
taking away the colours, he faid he 
was a native of the ile of Man; 
that his name was Thomas C innon ; 
that he went yefterday to Kenfing- 
ton, in expectation of feeing his ma- 
jefty pafs to Windfor, and, on his 
return, he had compieted his point, 
which he had in view for fome time 
back, by throwing down the royal 
Randa: dof E ngland. His reafon, 
he faid, he w ould not give, unlefs he 
was introduced tothe king, the prince 
of Wales, and Mr, Pitt. He 
cominitted to Covent Garden watch- 
houfe, 

2. Laft Wednefday evening, mifs 
Grace Finch, niece to Mr. Finch, 
tohacconift, at Wapping, took the 
refolution of putting an end to 
her exiftence, by {wallowing a 
quantity of arfenic. What renders 
this moft remarkable is, fhe prevailed 
poe the fervant-maid of Mr. Hud- 
dy, a paftry-cook, to accompany her 
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in the fatal refolution. ‘They took 
tothe amount of two ounces between 
them; inconfequence of which mifs 
Finch ftruggled with the drug in vio- 
lent convulfions about three hours, 
and then expired, The maid-fer- 
vant continued in a miferable ftate 
trill the next morning, when fhe ex- 
pired alto, 
A caufe was lately determined 

in ‘the court of king’s bench, of 
fome importance to the mercaiutile 
world. The queftion was, “ Whe- 
ther a payment made itn bank notes 

can legaily be deemed a payment 
made in money ?”” The court faid, 
that the judges had not vet gone tu 
the extent of deciding that the ten- 
der of a debt in bank notes was a 
good tender, unlefs the party ac- 
cepted them as cafh. A payment, 
how ever, made in bank notes m ight 
certainly be deemed a payment made 
in money, and might be fo ftyled in 
a deed or other inftrument by which 
any fum is ftated to be given or paid. 

Benk notes were un qu« ftionab ly call- 
ed money, and fo confidered by the 
world. 

A caufe was likewife decided ia 
the com of common pleas at Guild- 
hall, which fully proves the right of 
a configner of goods on commiffion, 
or even an a¢tual vender, to ftop 
them in tranfi’u.—A gentleman of 
peoperty lately emb: wked in the wine 
bufinets, had ordered fixteen hogf- 
heaus of claret of a merchant at Bour- 
deaux; thefe were accordingly fhip- 
ped to his addrefs in Landon, and 
a bill of lading and invoice regu- 
larly tranfinitted to him by pot. 
The Bourdeaux merchant at the 
fame time fint an order to his 
agent, to enquire into the credit 

this new houfe in London; the 
agent ordered the wine to his owa 
ftores, although the vendee had paid 
the cuftom-houte duties, and was to 
be allowed ninc monthscredit. The 

vendee 
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vendee brought this a¢tion in trover 
for the recoverv of the wine; but 
the court confidered it as fettled law, 
that the configner had a right to ftop 
the goods m this cafe before they 
reached the confignee, who could 
not claim. them till he had paid tor 
them: and he was nonluited. 

4. On Sunday a fentence of ex- 
communication, decreed by the high 
cout of deleg tcs, againtt A. K. 
Bowes, cfg. for contumacy, and not 
having paid the expences of the faid 
court, amounting to ¢¢3l. 8s. od. in 
a caufe inftituted by Mary [leanor 
Bowes, his wife, commenly called 
the countefs of Strathmore, was read 
in the pal ith church of St. Nicholas 
in Newcafile. 

q. About nine, thisevening, a fire 
broke out atthe houfe of Mr. W illet, 
oilman, at No. 21, Oxford-ttreet. It 
raged with great tury, and, having 
re: ched a confiderable quantity ot 
gunpowder, the roof of the houle 
was torn away, with a dreadful ex- 
piolion. Ina fhort time, in confe- 
quence of a ftrong wefterly wind, 
the flames were communicated to 
Mr. Froome’s, coach-maker, whofe 
houfe and adjoining warchoufe were 
allo coniumed ; as were a number 
of buildings in Hanway-yard. ‘Two 
dead bodies have been dug out of 
the ruins. One of the untortunate 
men was an attorney, and lived in 
the Temple. ‘Thete tho king accel: 
dents were caufed by pait eta houfe 
talling on the above perfons, who 
hed imprudemtly ventured too near 
the fre. Mr. Willet has not been 
heard of fince. 

13 Prince Edward Janded fafe at 
Gibralter, on Sunday the 2sth of 
laft mot th. ‘ 

>. Accounts are received at the 
Admiralty of a mutiny on board 
th Bounty irmed fliip, < apt. Bligh, 
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This thip failed 
from England in the autumn of 
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1787, On a voyage to the Sociey 
Iilands, for bread fruit trees, intended 
for our Wett India fettlements, in 
which gimate it was the opinion o 
fir Jofeph Banks they might be fe. 
cefsfully cultivated, and prove a fy. 
cedaneum for other provyifions jy 
times of fcarcity. The Bounty had 
made good the object of her voyage, 
fo far as to have received on board 
a great number of thete trees in ys. 
rious ftages of growth; and there 
was every profpect of their being 
capal le of prefervation. 

‘The tip thus laden, quitted Ota, 
heite on the 4th of April laft, and 
continuing ber courfe in a wefterly 
direciuion, loft fight of the Friendly 
Iilands on the 27th of that month, 
end every thing like good order was 
luppoted to prevail on board, Eveg 
the mid-watch was relieved, without 
the leait apparent diforder ; but, a 
day-bie. k, on the 28th, the cabin 
of captain Bligh was forcibly entered 
by the officer of the watch, atfifted 
by three others, who dragged him 
inftantiy on the deck, menacing his 
life, if he atzempted to fpeax. His 
endeavours to bring back the com 
{pirators to their duty proved of no 
avail. Hach of the deiperadoes wa 
armed with a drawn cutlafs, or fixed 
bayonet; and all their mufquets 
were avowed to be charged. 

Captain Bligh difcovered, when 
he came upon deck, feveral of the 
crew, and moft of the officers pk 
nioned; and while he was thus com 
templating their perilous ftate, the 
fhip’s boat was let over her hide, 
and all who were not on the part 
of the confciraters, to the number 
of eightee n, befide the captain, were 
committed to the boat, and no other 
nourifument afforded to them than 
about 140 pounds of bread, 3¢ pounds 
of meat, t gallon and a half of rum 
a like portion of wine, and 2 few 
gail ms Oi: water. A compats an 
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quadrant were fecured by one of 
thefe devoted victims, as he was 


ftepping into the boat; and the 
A \ + eens . a cheer 
mutineers, after giving them a cheer, 


ftood away, as they faid, for Ota- 
heite. ‘ p Lagi st oie 

The captain, 10, this dreac ful 
ftuation, found his boatfwain, 
carpenter, gunner, furgeon's mate, 
two midfhipmen, and one matter's 
mate, with Mr. Nelfon the botanift, 
and a few inferior officers, among 
thofe who were likely to fhare his 
fite. After a fhort confultation, it 
was deemed expedient to put back 
to the Friendly Iflands; and, ac- 
cordingly, they landed on one of 
thefe, in hopes they might improve 
their {mall ftock of provifions, on 
the gath of April; but they were 
driven off by the natives two days 
after, and purfued with fuch hofti- 
lity, that one man was killed, and 
feveral wounded. 

It was then deliberated whether 
they fhould return to Otaheite, and 
throw themfelves on the clemency of 
the natives ; but the apprehention of 
falling in with the Bounty deter- 
mined them, with one affent, to 
make the beft of their wav to Ti. 
mor. To effect this enterprife, afto- 
nifhing to relate, they calculated the 
diftance, near 4000 miles; and, in 
order that their wretched fupply of 
provifions might endure till they 
reached the place of deftination 
they agreed to apportion their food 
to one ounce of bread and one gill 
of water a day for each man. No 

ther nourifhment did they receive 
till the sth or 6th of June, when 
they made the coaft of New Holland, 
and collected a few fhell-fith ; and 
with this fcanty relief, they held on 
their courfe to Timor, which they 
reached on the ; 2th, after being 46 
days ina crazy open boat, too con- 
fned in dimenfions to fuffer any of 
them to lie down for repofe, and 
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without the leaft awning to protect 
them from the rain, which almoft 
inceflantly fell for forty days. A 
heavy fea and fqually weather, for 
great part of heir courfe, augment- 
ed their mifery. 

The governor of this fettlement, 
which belongs to the Dutch, aflorded 
them every fuccour. They remained 
here to recruit their itreneth and 
fpirits till the zoth of Auguft, whea 
they procured a veflcl to carry them 
to Batavia. They reached Batavia 
on the ad of Ogtober, and thence 
capt. Bligh, and two of the crew, 
embarked for the Cape of Good 
Hope, and the reft were preparing 
to follow as foon as a paflage could 
be obtained. 

Capt. Bligh reached the Cape a- 
bout the middle of December, and, 
foon after took his paflage for Eng- 
land, which he reached on Saturday 
evening, and on Sunday arrived 
in London. 

The leader of the mutincers is 
named Fletcher : hriftian, a man 
of refpectable family and connec. 
tions, and a good feaman, He was 
of t* rank of matter’s mate of the 
Bounty, and ferved regularly the 
watch, from the time the fhip failed 
from England. The command of 
the Bounty thus devolving upon 
him, there was no poflibility of de- 
feating his purpofe ; as not the leaft 
previous circumftance could be trac- 
ed, from the teftimonies of the faith- 
ful part of the crew, after they were 
in the boat, of a mutiny being on 
foot. The mutineers were to the 
number of 2¢; and thofe who re- 
mained firm to their dutv 19; con. 
fequently, had the flighteft fufpici- 
on been entertained of the defign, 
it might have been eafily fruftrated, 
as all.the principal officers remained 
faithful to their commander, 

It is conjectured, that the plot 
was projected whilc Capt- bit h was 
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engaged on fhore at Oraheite and 
other iflands, collefing plants and 
making charts. ‘This officer holds 
the rank of liewtenant only in our 
fiavy. His merit pointed him out 
to the admiralty as highly qualified 
for this expedition ; and the dif- 
treffes he has undergone entitle him 
to every reward. In navigating his 
little fkiff through fo dangerous a 
fea, hisfeamanthip appears as match- 
lefs as the undertaking fcems beyond 
the verge of probability, 

Mr. Nelfon, the botanift, died 
foon after the boat left Timor. ‘1 }.ts 
gentleman went out with his majef- 
ty’s particular approval ; and a fe- 
condary object of the voyage was to 
colleét curious plants for the Bota- 
nic Garden at Kew. 

18. Intelligence was yefterday re- 
ceived at the Faft India Houle of 
the lofs of the Vanfittart Indiaman. 
The accident happened in the Straits 
of Billoton in November laft. ~The 
fhip was on her voyage to China, 
and was directed to take a different 
courfe from the other China fhip. 
She was to keep to the caftwa' of 
the Straits of Banca, as it was con- 
jectured a more {peedy and better 
paflage “0 a by this means be ac- 
complifhed. For this purpofe capt. 
Wilfon was felected for his great 
nautical abilities, to be the comman- 
der, to whom no blame can poflibly 
be attributed. No lives were loft 
either among the officers or fhip’s 
company. The affiftance they re- 
evived from two country fhips en- 
abled them to fave the greateft part 
of the filver the Vanfittart had on 
board, and fome other part of her 
caryo, 

19. On Monday, an experiment 
in aérology was made at Portfmouth, 
which drew together the greatett 
concourfe of people ever teen in 
that place. My. i lurray, an emt- 
Rent optician and mian of fCcience, 
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defcended from the church to 
ees recs ee Came to the yroung 

hor ng the {mallet jniy, 
ry. Mr. Murray went through the 
whole procefs without the less 
embarrafknent or fear, and Whe 
elevated to the valt height of the 
tower, waved his hat, faluted the 
multitude, and feemed totally yp, 
difmayed, though the place on whis 
he ftood was fearcely nine inches jy 
diameter. 

20. A very curious difcovery jy 
natural hiftory has taken places 
Blackwall late ly. Mr. Perry, the 
fhip-builder, is now planning ang 
making one of the mott extent 
wet docks in the kingdom; fy 
which great undertaking he hasa 
propriated feven acres of land, f 
digging the ground, regular ftray 
of fand, clay, &c. have been found, 
affording materials for bricks; and 
at the depth of 12 or 14 feet from 
the furface, under the above ftrata, 
numbers of very large trees have 
been difcovered ; and what is mot 
remarkable, a hazel nut hedge, with 
confiderable quantitics of nuts a 
they grew on the trees, 

2. A perfon lately convicted # 
the afflizes for Hertford for the rob 
bery of a farmer, was difcovered by 
the fagacity of a dog in the follow. 
ing manner: the offender, fometime 
after the fact was committed, being 
at St. Alban’s market, though a 
firftt unknown to the farmer, ¥% 
fingled out among the crowd by the 
dog, which by barking, fnarlingy 
and other offenfive difpofitions, 1 
much irritated the former, that not 
knowing the owner of the anim, 
he told him that he ought tol 
profecuted for keeping fuch a dog 
unmuzzled., This exciting the far- 
mer’s attention, he fo far recelleded 
the perfon of the other, his diel 
&c. that he was apprehended, 4 
has been conviéted of the robbery. 
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34.Mrs. Levy of Albemarle-ftreet, 
Sp, James’s, has, at her own fole ex- 

xe, amounting to feveral thou- 
{and pounds, erected an elegant {y- 
nagogue in Broad-court, Aldgate. 
The lady, to whofe piety and mu- 
nificence the temple owes tts con- 
fyuétion, istheonly furviving daugh- 
ter of the late Mofes Hart, efq. of 
Iileworth, Middletex, and relict of 
Elias Levy, efq. late of hLichmond, 
in Surry. 
7 8 The law fuit of Dr. Farr and 
the widow of Mr. Hicks, of Ly- 
mington, refpecting the will of the 
late Mr. Dale, adjudged at the late 
Winchefter aflizes in favour of the 
former, but which was to have been 
again tried, is amicably compro- 
mifed. Mrs. Hicks is to have one 
third of the eftate, with all the 
flock and monies, &c. received fince 
the teftator’s death. The other evo 
thirds to goto Dr. Farr. Sve oxi. 
NP. 2% 

25. Thomas Connor, the maniac, 
who lately threw down the ftandard 
at St. James’s, was afterwards paffed 
to his parifhe He made his ecfcape 
from the officer to whofe care he was 
entrulted, but was on Tuefday ap- 
prehended by Mr. Clark the mef- 
fenger, and conducted to Bow-itreet. 
He was again committed to Tothill- 
ficlds Bridewell, till he could be 
properly taken care of, 

War far, March €. Yeflerday al- 
rived in this city, a perfon from 
Cherfon, why brings an account of 
the death of Mr. Howard, fo well 
known from his travels, and piaus 
of reform of the different pritons 
and hofpitals in Europe. This gen- 
tleman fell a vidtim to his humani- 
ty; tor having vifited a young lady 
a Cherfon, fick of an epideinic fe- 
ver, for the purpofe of adminifter- 


ing fome medical affiftance, heca ught 
the dittemper himfelf, and was car- 
ried off ia twelve days, — Prince Po- 
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temkin, on hearing of his ilinefs, 
fent his phyfician to his relief from 
Jaily. Lend. Gaz. 

The mention of Mr. Howard’s 
death in the Gazette is a handfome 
mark of refpeét from government. 
It is the firft iuftance of the death of 
a private individual being given in 
that nae 

27- Lait week a gentleman of 
Edinburgh was tried for fending a 
challenge. The jury found him 
guilty, and the court pronounced 
fentence, that he be imprifoned one 
month, in the . anongate Tolbaoth, 
and till he finds bail for toco marks 
to keep the peace for a vear. 

The judges obterved, that this 
crime was teldom committed, and 
therefore they were inched in this 
inftance to lenity ; but asa warning 
to the public at large, they declared, 
that ifthe like thauld happen again, 
a much heavier punifliment would 
be inflicted upon the offender. 

Lord Henderland then addrefled 
the pannel nearly as follows: 

‘ You are, 1 ain informed, cons 
nected by relation with fome very 
geod families in this country: you 
have received an education fuited to 
your profeifion, and have been fome 
time engaged in butinefs. I flail 
therefore fay but a very few words 
to you. You mult be fenfible, that, 
were every man to become the aveng- 
er of his own wrongs, real or ina- 
ginary, civil focety could not fub- 
fift, and there muft be an end of all 
order ail good government. You 
have been the more to blame, that 
the alleged injuries, which, in your 
information you fet up as a defence, 
were of that nature, that a remedy 
fuitable in form, and adequate in 
its effect, was provided for them, 

‘ There may, no doubt, be inju- 
vies, which, trom the imperfection 
of our nature, human laws cannot 
veach; but as to thele, we ought 
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to obey the dictates of our holy re- 
ligion, which enjoins pxtience and 
long fuffering, as to which we ought 
to rely on that Supreme Being, 
who, we moft affuredly know, will 
fooner or Ieter, reward good and 
unith evil adtions. 
¢ When you return to your line 
of profeflion, inwhich no one (a‘ter 
punifhment) is entitled to reproach 
you with your crime, I hepe your 
future conduct will be as much dif- 
tinguifhed by fobernefs and preprie 
tv, as vour paft, in the inltances for 
whicr, you are to fuffer punifliment, 
has been marked with irregularity 
and outrage.’ 
a1. [hisraonth died, 
on Redmond’s-bill, Dublin, in her 
roSth year, and in full peti Mion of 
all her faculties, Mrs Bridect Scaver, 
relict of Jonathan Seaver, efq. late of 
Treay, ia the county of Armagh. 
a? &. bd. 
: 


~~ 

1. By alerter from on board the 
General Goddard Indiaman, dated 
Diamond harbour, it is given as a 
fact, that one of the men employed 
on fhore, with feveral others, in cut- 
ting wood for the fhip’s ufe, was feized 
by a tiger, that faftened onthe back 
part of his head and neck, and 
Carry ing him off, when the i nhappy 
man ftretched out his hand ia] 
hold of a tree, while his companions 
difeharged their pieces :t the tiger, 
which obliged the beatt to quit the 
man, but not without takine with 
him what he held Mr. 
Richie, the furgeon came {peedily 
to the man’s afiiftance ; but it was 
thought impotiible to five his life. 
Two other tigers made their appear- 
ance betore the wood-cutters were 
embarked. 

The Eaft 'ndia company have 
prefented an Armenian merchant at 
Calcutta, who celebrated his ma- 
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jefty’s recovery by releafing a grest 
number of prifoners confined jn the 
gaol there, with the King’s piture 
{ct round with diamonds, as 3 token 
of their acknowledgments to him 
for this ficnal inftance of his muni. 
ficence. 
Calcutta, 
morning laft native 
named Kaddoo Ghofe, who died 
at Sinlay, near Calcutta, afcended 
the funeral pile of her buf 
with the ufual ceremonies. Herr. 
urion was 10 determined, thar, 


Now. 6. On Thorly 


t} C widow of a 


fol 
pevioutly to the cuitomary prepam. 
trons for this fatal event, fhe diffs. 
buted her fortune, confifting of feve. 
ral thoufand rupees, among her &. 
vy; and the Bramin priefts were 
not forgot in the appropriation, She 
was allo poffeilcd of feveral hones, 
and atalook, or farm, which were 
corv yed to her relations, together 
wich: her jewels and furniture; fo 
that the apprehenfion of poverty 
could have ng influence in this faerie 
fice of her life. 

. At Leicefter affizes, a clergy. 
man, 63 yearsof age, was convitt 
ed of felonioufly folemnizing a mar. 
riage in the church of Fritby, be. 
tween Charlies Brown and Mary 
Yates, of Wanlip, without publ. 
cation of banns or licence of mart 
ave firft had or obtained, and wa 
ordered to be tranfported for four 
teen Vears. 

2. The earl of Buckinghamhhire 
laid the firft ftone of a new oper 
houfe, in the Havmarket, on the 
iite of the old one, deftroyed by fire, 
on the i7thof June, 1789. 
<. Sir Jofhua Reynolds has jut 
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receiwell: “by the hands of the Rut 
fian ambaffador, a gold box enriched 
with diamonds, and the empress 
portrait in the lid ; with thefe were 
fent a letter, in her imperial maj 
ty’s own hand-writing, express 
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of her fatisfaction on the receipt of 
a picture painted for her by fir 
ofhua, and of two fets of his dit- 
courfes to the academy in Englifh 
‘rench. 

mm the laft affizes at Warwick, 
a perfon was indicted for ftealing a 
horte. It was proved, that he hired 
the horfe at London, to go a thort 
‘ourney; that he rode him to Bir- 
mingham, and there fold him, and 
converted the mon *y to his own ufe. 
Thefe circumftances were fubmitted 
to the confideration of the jury, who 
brought in their verdict, “* Guilty 
of feiling the herfe.’””? ‘The judge 
told them, he knew no law that 
made the felling a horfe a capital 
crime; and referred back to the 
charge in the indictment. They 
then laid their heads together again, 
and, after mature confideration, 
brought in their final verdict, «* Not 
Guilty.” 

16. Yefterday Cannon, the ma- 
niac, who had efcaped twice from 
the paflmafters, was brought to tue 
public-office, Bow ftreet, when the 

allmafter, from whom he had ab- 
fconded, attended ; and after being 
reprimanded by the magiftrates, the 
noua) was delivered to him; and 

e was ordered to fee him fafely 
conveyed to the Ifle of Man. 

Edinburgh, April is. A letter 
is received from (Villiam Pulteney, 
efq. who has inftituted a profeffor- 
fhip for agriculture in the univer- 
lity there, that he had fixed upon 
Dr. Andrew Coventry to fill that 
office. 

Leéiures are to be delivered an- 
nually. The fubjetts are refpecting 
the nature of foils and manures, 
the conftruétion of implements of 
hufbandry, the beft and moft fuccefs- 
ful known practices, the manner of 
inftituting experiments to afcertain 
the effect of a practice in any given 
ivil or climate, and the beft manner 
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of introducing or training fkilful 
labourers a country artiiicers, 
where thefe may be wanting. 

The patronage of this inftitution, 
after the deceafe of the founder, is 
veited jointly in, 1. The judges of 
the courts of feffion and exchequer ; 
2. The magiftrates and town coun- 
cilof Edinburgh; 3. The univer- 
fity of Edinburgh. One delegate 
from each of thete bodies is to meet 
in a hall in the univerfity; anda 
majority to determine the election, 
in cafe of a vacancy. 

A duel. was fought yefterday, 
near this city. The parties were tir 
George Ramfay andcaptain Macrae : 
the circumftances are as follows: 

Afervant of fir George's keeping a 
chair at the door of the Edinburgh 
theatre, was ordered by captain 
Macrae to remove it; on his objcét- 
ing, fome woids enfued, and the 
fracas concluded in captain Macrae 
chaftifing the fervant very feverely. 
Meeting, the next day, with fir 
George Ramfay, he infifted on his 
di{mifling the man from his fervice. 
This was refufed, on the ground, 
that whatever was the mitcond«ct 
of the jervant, he had already re- 
ceived a fufficient punifhment. 

A challenge was the immediate 
confequence of this refufal. The 
parties met on Mufielborough Links; 
fir George Ramfay accompanied by 
fir William Maxwell, and captain 
Macrae by Mr. Hay. The former 
fired firit, but without effect; cap- 
tain Macrae returned the fire, and 
lodged his ball near the heart of his 
antagonift. Sir George languithed 
in much agony uatil Friday morn- 
ing, when he expired. He was a 
gentleman of the moft amiable cha- 
racter and difpofition, and had but 
lately married a beautiful young la- 
dy, the fifter of lord Saltoun. 

Captain Macrae and his fecond 
immediately fled. a 
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The poor fellow, on whofe account 
this duel happened, no fooner heard 
of his mafter’s fate, than he fell into 
ftrong convulfions, and died in the 
courte of a few hours. 

17. A very confiderable reward is 
offered for apprehending a perton, 
who has lately affauited and wound- 
ed feveral ladies in different parts of 
the town, by ftabbing them with a 
fharp-pointed inftrument. 

ig. Lovd Gormantton arrived in 
Dublin on Tuefday laft, from Liege 
inGermany. He was introduccd to 
the lord chancellor asa minor (being 
juft fourteen vears of age), by his 


relation, lord vifcount Carhampton, 


‘This young nobleman had been clan- 
deftinely carried away from Lreland 
to Liege, in order to be bred up in 
the Roman Catholic religion. He 
was claimed by the Britifh court in 
y78~: but their mterference was 
ineffcétual. S&ee wel. ix. 16. 

2c. Mr. Murray, who fome time 
ago defcendet from Portfmouth 
church tower, th a parachute, on 
Wednefday came down from the Bell 
Tower, of Chichefter cathedral, but 
not with the fame fuccefs. When 
about 14 feet from the top, a fudden 
guft of wind hid this bold adventurer 
and the apparatus ina horizontal pofi- 
tion; when ona level with the gutter 
of the cathedral he righted, but an 
eddy wind threw him a fecond time 
horizontally, in which fituation he 
fell to the ground with great force. 
The blood cufhed from his ears, nofe, 
and mouth, very plentifully ; and 
he was carried to the Blue Anchor 
Inn without any figns of life. Four 
gentiemen of the faculty inftantly 
went to his affiftance: and in fome- 
thing more than four hours, anima- 
tion returned, and in fix his fpeech 
was reftored. Mr. Prefcot, one of 
the above gentlemen, on Friday 
pronoynced him out of danger, 


20. At the feffions held this Month 
at the Old Bailey, John Frith Whe 
threw a ftone at his majefty, whes 
he went laft in proceffion to th 
houfe, being put to the bar his 
counfel moved to have the trial 
off till the next feflion, which the at. 
torney-general readily affented tp 
But the prifoner demanded that > 
fhould inftantly come on, complsi 
ed of his detention as an ola 
the liberty of a Uritith fubje&, ang 


threatened to move the houfe g: 


commons for redrefs. On this, 3 
jury was tmparnelled to engquir 
whether he was fit to be tried; ané 
exclufive of the evidence of fever! 
witnefles, his own wild and incobe. 
rent language at the bar, evi 
dently demonttrating his lunacy, the 
jury brought in their verdi& thathe 
was infine, and he was accordingly 
removed from the bar. 

At this feffions alfo, four murder. 
ers weie convicted, and executed 
yefterday, viz. Stephano ders 
Antonio Murrini, and Jachinto Pha 
raro, for the wilful murder of on 
Joleppe, an Italian, ina field at Be 
font, near Staines, and robbing him 
of a Roman Catholic relic, a hat, &. 
and Thomas Matters, for beating, 
fo as to caufe her death, Mary Love. 
den, daughter of Elizabeth Low 
den, the woman with whom he 
habited.—The three foreigners wert 
failors, who were travelling from 
Gofport to London with the é& 
ceafed, who had generoutly paid theit 
expences on the road. 

21. Acaufe of ferious confequent 
to feafaring people was lately deter- 
mined before the lords of the priry 
council, on an appeal from the Be 
hama Iflands. t is decifion lays & 
down, that upon change of property 
of a veffel, a new regifter cannot 
obtained for her at any other pot 
than that where fhe was origi 
regi 
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i at or near which the 
+ gl or hufband ufually re- 
Gdes ; and they have alfo eftablithed, 
that a Britith fubject, without a 
fixed place of refidence, cannot be 
the owner of a veffel fo as to be en- 


titled to regifter her asa Britifh thip. 


2. The following is an account, 
lately publithed, of the women re- 
received, and difcharged from the 
frit inftitution of the Magdalen hof- 
pital in 1758, to the end of the 
vear 1789. 

Reconciled to their friends, or 
aced in fervice, : 
Dicharged at their own defire, 

or uneafy under reftraint, 312 
Difcharged for faults, or irre- 

gularities, = — — 364 
Died 58, lunatics 45, —= 103 
Never returned from hofpitals 

where they have been fent 


1754 


for cure, — — 52 
In the houfe, December 31, 
1789, = —_ 4 


24. An action was tried at King- 
fton aflizes, brought by Mr. Cur- 
ling, leffee of the parith of St. Sa- 
viour, Southwark, againft Mr. Hed- 
ger, of the Dug and Duck, for 
errecting a market in St. George’s 
Fields, to the prejudice of that in 
the Borough, which had been pur- 
chafed by the parifh from the cor- 
poration of London, in 1755, and 
confirmed to them by two acts 28 
and 30 Geo. IL; which provided 
that noother market or ftalls fhould 
be erected within 1000 yards of that 
fecured by thofe aéts. After hear- 
mg evidence in proof of the above 
circumftances, an objection was 
ftarted to the validity of Mr. Cur- 
ling’s leafe. The compromife of a 
certain annual payment to the pa- 
rh was offered by Mr. Hedger, 
and recommended by Mr. juflice 


Gould ; on which each of the par 
Ges withdrew a juror; anda treaty 
1790. 
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is to be entered into, to prevent 
further litigation. 

At the oan allizes came on to be 
tried the profecution of the city ma- 
otis for granting a licence to 

r. Hedger, in Surry. This was 
to determine the difputes between 
the city and county, as to their res 
nc jurifdiations in Southwark. 

revious to the fpecial jury bein 

fworn, the recorder, on behalf o 
the city, challenged the array, firft, 
on the incompetency of the fheriff 
to return the jury, or of the jury 
to try the caufe, as they were inte. 
refted in the queftion in difpute ; 
and laftly, om a.defect of jurifdice 
tion in the theriff to exercife his 
office in the Borough, which by a 
charter of Edward IV, is granted 
to the city. At length, a fpecial 
verdict was agreed to be drawn up, 
ftating all the facts, and referring 
them to the determination of the 
court of king’s bench. 

26. The marfhal of the king’s- 
bench prifon having complained to 
the court of certain irregularities, 
which he had not power to reprefs, 
that court, in order to prevent thefe 
irregularities, has waka the follows 
po grt 

irft, that no prifoner, after the 
firft day of next Frinity term, fhall 
have any rule, for being abfent from 
his confinement, for a longer {pace 
than three days during each term, 

Secondly, that the new prifon 
fhall be within the rules of the king’s- 
bench, 

Thirdly, that the rules fhall be 
circumfcribed according to the limits 
mentioned in the order ; and parti- 
cularly, that every public houfe 
locally fituated within the rules, fhall 
be confidered as without the rules ; 
fo that every prifoner who is {cen at 
any public houfe within the rules, 
will render the marfhal liable to an 

(8) achos 





8) 


aftion for an efcape. The Dog and 
Duck, the Circus, and the other 
places of public entertainment in 
that neighbourhood, will, in con- 
fequence, be without the rules. | 
27+ On Friday advice was received 
at the admiralty, of the arrival at 
Falmouth, of the Termagant floop 
of war from Bona Vilta, where fhe 
ad been to protect the veffels that 
ave been fent to recover the filver 
from the wreck of the Hartwell Eaft 
Indiaman. The Termagant has 
cen one of the pirate veiiels, which 
i been fifhing on the wreck, and 
has brought home dollars to the 
amount of upwards of 1co,0o00l. 
faved from the Hartwell. 

Paris, April, tg. On the 2ift of 

arch, the hew church of the re- 
soil feét, or calvinifts, at Straf- 
burgh, being the firft ever built in 
that city, was confecrated. The 
ceremony was very interefting.— 
The magiftracy, ftaff-officers of the 
garrifon, the clergy of three diffe- 
rent fects, catholics, lutherans, and 
calvinifts, were all affembled toge- 
ther init. In the midftof the fer- 
mon, the magiftrates of the three 
different opinions, moved by the 
difcourfeof the preacher, arofe and 
embraced cach other; the people 
did the fame, and all {wore aloud an 
eternal friendfhip with each other; 
in fire, the whole was fo moving 
that no onecould refrain from tears. 
~—Loni. Gaz. 

28. By the Middlefex Eaft India- 
man,arrived off Falmouth,advice was 
received yefterday, that the Guar- 
dian man of war, lieut. Riou, com. 
mander, on her voyage to New 
South Wales, had ftruck on an 
ifland of ice, on the 23d of De- 
cember laft: that every attempt to 
fave the thip being deemed imprac- 
ticable, on Chriftmas day, the great- 
eft part of the crew lek the thip; 
but that he himfelf, notwithitand. 
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ing the entreaties of his Officers, pee 
fifted in remaining on board to the 
Jaft; and that there was no dots 
but that this gallant man had falles 
a facrifice to too nice a fenfe of ty 
ty. One of the four boats jg whi 
were the rev. Mr. Crowther, the 
chaplain; Mr. Richard F 
fon, the purfer; Mr. Thomas, 
ments, the mafter; Mr. Wadma, 
mafter’S’ mate; Mr. Som 

the gunner; Mr, Trimlett, oneg 
the midfhipmen, and fix fe 

days after fhe left the Guardian 
met with a French merch 

80 leagues from Cape Natal, wy 
carried them into the Cape of Gog 
Hope; whence they were con 

to St. Helena in a French fr 
There is great reafon to fear th 
other three boats were loft, 

29. Late yefterday evening wy 
received the happy intelligence ¢ 
the fafe arrival of the Guardiy 
man of war at the Cape of Goo 
Hope, after one of the moft min. 
culous efcapes ever remembered, 

The news was brought to the a. 
miralty, by the mafter of a fii 
veflel lying of Dungennefs, who 
been hailed by the captain ofa 
Dutch packet from the Cape, 
through the channel, who had give 
hin a letter from leutenant 
at the Cape, to be forwarded tote 
admiralty, which letter contained 
the particulars of the efcape. 

‘The Guardian had had amoltte 
vourable paflage to the day on whid 
fhe met with the accident, having bea 
only three, months from P 
to the time of her leaving the Cap. 

She had proceeded thence towa 
Ory Bay, as pet hem 
outh, long. 41 }eaft, when, 
night of the + 3th day of her dept 
ture from the Cape, the ftruck @ 
an. ifland of ice, the bafe of whie 
proce under water, ce 

yond the limits of the vifille ¥ 
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and flruck the bow of the .fhip: 
fhe inftantly {wung round, and her 
head cleared ; but her ftern coming 
on the fhoal, ftruck repeatedly, and 
the fea being very heavy, her rut- 
der broke away, and all her works 
abaft were fhiv The thip in 
this fituation became embayed, as 
it were, under the terrific bulk of 
ice. The height was twice that of 
the mainmaft of a fhip of the line. 
The prominent head of the ice was 
moment expected to break 
away, and overwhelm the fhip. At 
th, after every practicable ex- 
ertion, fhe was got off the fhoal, 
but with 64 feet water in her hold. 
The ifland of ice was only: difcover- 
ed one minute and a half before the 
fhip ftruck on it. By the exertions 
of the crew in ftopping the leak 
with oakum and canvafs, the water 
was reduced to two feet, in the courfe 
of the next day ; and great hopes 
were entertained of faving the fhip; 
but the gale of wind increafing, the 
floppage of the leak gave way, and 
the water poured in again rapidly, 
the leak increafing to near ten feet. 
The fhip being difcovered to be 
ftrained in all her works, and the fea 
running high, every endeavour to 
check the progrefs of a particular 
deak proved ineffectual. . An imme- 
diate project was fixed on to lighten 
the thip. and the cows, horfes, 
fheep, and all the other live ftock, 
for the colony, were, with the fod- 
der, committed to the dee 
The only chance of fafety now 
d in taking to the boats. 
the morning of the 25th, there- 
fore, the boats belonging to the thip 
were hoifted out, being previoufly 


rigged and provifioned, and of 
the crew ie + 
honed 


occu R 


her, as has been men+ 


In this hobelefs ftate the fhip con® 
tinned for fome days, without a rud- 
der, and wholly unmanageable; but 
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the application to reduce the water 
inher hold was refumed, whenever 
the weary remainder of the crew 
felt the return of ftrength : and thus 
was the Guardian kept afloat, till a 
Dutch. packet-boat trom Batavia, 
providentially fteering a high fouth- 
erly latitude, fell in with her, and 
affording her aid of men and mate- 
rials, enabled her to. make ‘her way 
back to the Cape of Good Hope, 
and kept her company during her 
courfe. The Guardian was full 
400 leagues from the Cape when the 
fell in with the ifland of ice. 

The crew confifted of 123 perfons, 
of whom 2¢ were conviés. It was 
atcaptain Riou’s exprefs wry 
that any of the boats left the fhip, 
and the captain had rather advifed 
the meafure, withing to fave as ma- 
ny lives as he could, confidering all 
attempts to fave the fhip fruitlef 
though he had himfelf, from the fi 
moment, refolved to perifh in her: 
go of the crew remained by her, 
and returned fafe to the Cape. 

The Guardian was ei he testis 
to a day making the dourte of fome- 
thing lefs than 400 leagues, and in 
that time the crew were fcarcely dry 
for an hour together. An awning 
of fail-cloth was extended over part 
of the quarter-deck to afford occa- 
fiona] reft to the men in their fhort 
refpites from duty. 

The following are authentic co- 
pies of captain Kiou’s letters to the 
fecretary of the admiralty: 


‘H. M.S. Guardian, Dec. 25,1789. 


‘ If any part of the officers or crew 
of the Guardian fhould ever furvive 
to get home, I have only to fay, ~ 
their conduct after,the fatal ftroke 
againft an ifland of ice, was ad- 
mirable and wonderful in evey 
thing that relates to their duties, 
confidered either as private men or 
in his majefty’s fervice. ‘eo 

(B 2) * As 
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« As there feems to be no poffibi- . 


lity of my remaining many hours 
in this world, I beg leave to recom- 
mend to the confideration of the ad- 
miralty, a fifter, who, if my conduct 
or fervices fhould be found deferving 
any memory, their favour might be 
fhewn to, together with a widowed 
mother. I am, fir, remaining with 
reat refpect, your ever obedient 
ervant, 
¢ E. Riov.’ 
‘Sir, Table Bay, Feb. 22,1790 
¢ I hope this letter will reach you 
before any account can be given of 
the lofs of his majefty’s fhip Guar- 
‘dian. If it fhoald, 1am to beg you 
will make known to their lordilips, 
that on the 23d of December the 
fhip {truck on an ifland of ice, and 
that on the asth, all hope of her 
fafety being banifhed, I confented 
to as many of the officers and people 
to take to the boats as thought pro- 
per. But & pleafed Almighty God 
to ailift my endeavours with the re- 
maining part of the crew, to arrive 
with his majefty’s fhip in this bay 
velterday. A Dutch packet is now 
under fail for Europe, which pre- 
vents me from giving any further 
particulars, efpecially as at this in- 
tiant I find it more neceflary than 
ever to exert myfelf to preferve the 
thip from finking at her anchors. 
f am, fir, moft refpectfully, ever 
your obedient fervant, 
‘FE. Riov.’ 


MAY. 


t. In the court of king’s bench, 
George Franklin, a lieutenant inthe 
wiarines, for fending a challenge to 
his taperior officer, was fentenced to 
a twelvemonth’s imprifonment in 
i King’s bench kev are and to find 

uretes for keeping the peace for 
two vears, himfelf in 100). and his 
{Wo dureties in sol, each, 


PRINCIPAL © Me 


’ 


g- James Chapman was brougl 


from Newgate to the court of ki 
bench, to receive judgment for 
con{piracy in carrying off the coy, 
tefs of Strathmore.—He was fe, 
teneed to be imprifoned in N 
for the term of two years, and dup 
that time to fland once in the Pilory 
at Charing~<rots. 
7+ By a bill paffed this feffion, 
the fettlement of Bckany Bay may 
be made ufeful in cafe of ary 
The governor is empowered ton. 
mit the remaining term of the fe. 
tence of fuch perfons as fhall behar 
well, Under this act he may then. 
fore embark a number of theme 
board king’s fhips, and make then 
act as foldiers on any adventur, 
At the fame time this gives the 
unhappy men. an incentive to bk 
have well, 
12. The parliament diffolved by 
proclamation. 
7+ Yefterday morning, betwee 
twelve and one o’clock, a dreatful 
fire broke out at the laft houle in 
Cock -court, Long-lane, which com 
municated inftantly to the flabls 
belonging to the red-lion inn, and 
confumed a great part of the fam, 
with the whole of the premifesinAb 
der{gate-ftreet, belonging to Mefin 
Haniom, attorney; Hayes, dyer; 
Gilding, cabinet-maker, and all hs 
warehoufes; with the houfesof Mel. 
Berry, pawnbroker ; Taylor, watch 
maker; the nag’s-head public-houle; 
and part of the butcher’s thop, the 
corner of Long-lane, with fundry 
fall houfes in the fame lane, aad 
all the furniture, ftock in trade, aM 
other valuable effeéts of the differest 
occupiers, to the amount, It Is 
of not lefs than 30,000. with part 
of the ftock of Mr. Aldridge, t™ 
ber-merchant, in Long-lane. For 
tunately no lives were loft. : 
24. This day, although Whit 
Monday, the ftock exchange ¥* 
opened j 
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pened ; a circumftance that was 
pi remembered by the oldeft 


fock-broker in London. 

2¢. Yefterday morning the purfer 
of the General Goddard, captain 
Foxal, from Betigal, ‘arrived at the 
India-houfe with the difagreeable 
news, that on Sunday morning, at 
two o'clock, that fhip unfortunately 
ran aground near Brifon, at the back 
of the Ifle of Wight. 
cers were all fafely landed. The 
cargo, it is thought, may be faved, 
but the hulk js fuppofed to be irre- 
coverably loft. 

The purfer of the Nottingham 
came on Sunday to the India-houfe 
with advice of the fafe arrival of that 
fhip from China off Dover. Capt. 
Anderfon had no fooner fent his 

rfer on fhore with the company’s 
difpatches, than he threw himtelf 
out of his cabin window, and was 
inftantly drowned. A difagreement 
with his officers is reported to have 
been the occafien. 

27. On Wednefday the 12th inft. 
a caufe was finally determined by 
the lord chancellor, in favour of the 
heir at law ot Richard Ruffel, late 
of Bermondfey-ftreet, efq. deceased ; 
whereby the heir will be ultimately 
entitled to the produce of -all his 
freehold eftates, amounting to near 
sool. per anniam, fubject to thé pay- 
ment of zvool. to erect his monu- 
ment, and afew otheridegacies. But 
the rents of the eftates received b 
bis executors fince his death will go 
towards the diminution thereof. The 
above, aad what the relations have 
secovered, together with the cofts, 
will much dininifh the refidue given 
by the will to the Afylum. 

31. This month died, aged: 11s, 
Anthony Noble, gardener to Henry 
Bevan, efy. of Milltown, in Ireland. 
He worked in his garden till within 
ive or fix days of his death.—At 

ngiwood, near Bath, aged yor, 


The paffen- ° 
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Mary Rofes She never knew a day’s 
illnets in her life, and was out’ ga- 
thering herbs two hours before her 
death. 


JUNE. 


7. On Saturday two of the offi- 
cers of the Bounty, who were left 
by lieut. Bligh at Batavia, to fol- 
low him to the Cape, and thence to 
England, arrived at-the Admiralty. 
They made their paflage home in a 
Dutch thip, and bring the unpleafing 
intelligence, that moit of the hands, 
who endured fo much hardthip in 
an open boat, through the Pacitfick 
Ocean, were fo exhaufted, that it 
was feared nature would never be 
recruited in them. Four of the un- 
fortunate fufferers, among{t whom 
was Mr. Elphinftone, the mafter’s 
mate, are dead, and all the reft 
were left ina very languifhing ftate, 
and unable to take their paflage to 
Europe. The officers who are ar- 
rived are Mr. Hallet and Mr, Hay- 
ward, midfhipman and mate; two 
feamen were alfo fo well as to em- 
bark with them, and reached Eng- 
land in good health. 

A new military regulation took 
place on the igth of laft pray 
which brings the king’s and compa- 
ny’s officers in India ona level. The 
only diftinétion now is, that thofe 
who bear the king’s commiffions of 
correfponding dates take rank of the 
company’s otlicers, but in no other 
reipect. 

The proceffion of the nabob from 
Chitpore to Calcutta, in order to 
pay his compliments to earl Corn- 
wallis, on his arrival in India, is 
worthy of defcription, as it gives an 
idea of the ftyle of magnificence of 
eaftern princes. 

Seven elephants of the firft mag- 
nitude were led by their keepers, in 
like maoner as our fumpter horfes ; 

(B 3) feated 
























































(2°), 
feated on the hack of one of which, 
on.a throne of indeferibable fplen- 
dour, was the naboh, with a man 
behind him holding a fuperb fan, 
in the very act of collecting the 
breezes in his fervice. 

The throne was competed of gold, 

aris, and byilliants; aud the na- 
fob's drefS was worthy a tovereigu; 
nor was ever animal more grandly 
caparifoned than the no lefs honour. 
ed than exulting anymal on which 
he rode, 

His ftate palanquin followed. Four 
pillars of mafly diver fupparted the 
top, which was ately encrufted 
with pearls and diamonds ; and, in- 
ftead of verandas, fine glafs plates on 
every fide, as. well as the back and 
front, to fhew has mightinefs’s per- 
fon to the greateft advantage. 

Arrived at, the entrance of the 

overnor’s houfe, down knelt the 
half -reafoning animal for his illuitri- 
ovs mafler to alight, who proceeded 
with an immenfe retinue drefled all 
in new turbans and uniforms, to,a 
breakfaft that had been prepared 
for this princely gueft. 

12, Aquettion of great importance 
was determined in,the court of king’s 
bench, It was, “ Whether an arreft 
can be legally made within the verge 
of the palace at Weftminfter, with; 
out leave at the poard of grecn- 
cloth.’’ 

Mr. Eaft produced tnnumerable 
authorities to prove, thst this privi. 
lege was as old as the monarchy of 
England, and wasa part of the com- 
mon Jaw ot the land. It was a pre- 
rogative belonging to the king; and 
to make arretts within this ancient 
liberty, was an infringement of the 
prerogative ; and, though the arreft 
itteif was legal, the perfon who made 
it commitied a contempt upon the 
crown, and was liable toa profecu- 
tion by indictment. 

After My, Wood was heard on 
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(June, 
the other fide, the court {aid 
the crown had difpenfed with the 


orivilege in quettion, b 

echich eftablithed the Be ds. 6 
and that the board of green 
was intended only to be applied , 
for leave to arreft, when the 
fendant was a fervant of the king's 
houthold ; that board being ing}, 
tuted for the purpofe of taking cn 
of his majefty’s houfhold. An ares 
therefore might be made within th 
Patacreeourts and noinditmentcoulj 
€ Maintained againft the officer for 
making it. 

16. The election for Weftminte 
commenced on the huftings at Co. 
vegt Garden, when lord Hood and 
Mr. Fox appeared, and were nomi 
nated by their refpeétive friends 
After this Mr. John Horne Took 
addreffed the crowd, and inveighed 
agaiatta fuppofed com promife whic 
had taken place between the tw 
other candidates, and which he called 
a fhameful coalition ; and, therefor, 
to give the electors an opportupity 
to aflert their independence, and got 
to be bartered away by ininifteria 
influence, or the man of teanfcendent 
abilities, he faid he fhould conclude 
by nominating hiafelf as a cahdi- 
date; and, although he had nota 


fortune to combat ayainit thofe who, 


could fpend 40,0, 0]. upon fych a 
occafion, he. would chearfully pay 
all fair expences attending the pol 


,, (which he pledged himfelf to keg 


open till the laft hour), and eves 
thofe of a petition, if neceffary. 

Lord Hood denied having fosmed 
any coalition, and declared, that be 
folicited no vote for any perfon bu 
himfelf. 

Mr. Fox challenged any man" 
produce a fingle inftance in whi 
he had not, to the utmoft of hi 
power, fupported the rights of th 
people in general, and the interells 
of the citizens of Weftmiater ® 

putt 
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ticular, fince he was firft ho- 
poured with their choice. On thefe 
rouads he once more folicited their 
Seow, wighout having formed any 
coalition, and without prefuming to 
afk any man who might be difpoted 
to vote for him, for whom he meant 
to vote hefide. 

At twelve o’clock the poll com- 
menced, which continued till feven, 
when the numbers appeared tor 

Mr. Fox - ° 294 
Lord Hood - - go 
Mr. Tooke - - 33 

17. A common-hall was held for 
the election of four citizens of Lon- 
don as reprefentatives in parliament. 
On the few of hands, the theriffs de- 
clared aldcrmen Lewes, W atfon, and 
Curtis, to have a clear majority, but 
were undecided with refpect to alder- 
men Sawbridge and Newnham, who 
were therefore put up a fecond time, 
when the former appearing to have 
the largeft fhew, he was alfo nomi- 
nated. But a poll being demanded 
for Mr. Newnham, and the lord- 
mayor, it immediately commenced, 
and at the conclufion for that day 
the numbers were, alderman Curtis 
179, Watfon 160, Sawbridge 148, 
Lewes 14s, Newnham ;2z0, Lord- 
mayor ¢3. 

ig. An advertifement appeared 
fome time ago, offering a confider- 
able reward for apprehending a 
perfon, charged with having cruelly 
wounded feveral ladies, and deno- 
minated, in courfe, the Mon fter.—~ 
A perfon, named Rhynwick Wil- 
liams, having heen feen by one of 
thofe ladies in St. James’s Park, and 
charged by her with being the per- 
fon that wounded her, was accord- 
ingly apprehended, and, after feve- 
ral examinations at the public office 
at Bow-ftreet, being pofitively fworn 
to by other ladies, was committed 
to take his*rial, 
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20. Mr. Jekyll moved the court 
of king’s beach, that Andrew Robins 
fon Bowes, efg. might ftand charged 
with a writ of excomniunication for 
not paying the cofts incurred in the 
{uit between thefe parties in the 
{piritual court. Mr. Bowes was ace 
cordingly brought into court, when 
the proper officer acquainted him 
with the tenor of the writ. The 
confequence of this procefs is, that 
Mr. Bowes cannot be releafed from 
prifon till thefe cofts pid eg 

The recorder of London prayed 
the judgment of the court upon a 
tradefman,: for fending a libellous 
letter to the lord-mayor, charging 
him with corruption in his office as 
chief magiftrate. The letter, among 
other grofs things, charged his lords 
{hip with being capable of facrificing 
even the appearance of juftice to in- 
fitience a vote, or pocket a fine. The 
defendant having fuffered judgment 
to go by default, and tendered an 
apology, the lord-mayor inftructed 
his counfel not to prefs for punifhe' 
ment. The court fentenced the de- 
fendant to pay a fine of tool. and 
to be imprifoned in the king’s 
bench prifon for three months. 

The court gave judgment upon a’ 
queftion referved for their confiderae 
tion—Whether all wagers by the 

14th Geo, III. were not void as 
gaming contraéts, and being con- 
trary to the policy of the bye 
Lord Kenyon, and Mr. juftice Afh- 
hurft and Grofe were of an opinion 
that the law had not declared all 
wagers illegal, however defirable fuch 
alaw might be. Wagers that led to 
a breach of the peace, toimmorality, 
the injury of a third perfon, or that 
had a libellous tendency, were void ; 
but fome wagers between indifferent 
people were certainly legal both by 
the common law and by ftatute. Mr, 
juftice Buller differed from the reft 
(B 4) of 
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of the court, and ftated his reafons 
at larze. 

-3. Andrew Robinfon Bowes, efq. 
was brought into thecourt of King’s- 
bench, from the prifon by Habeas 
Corpus, and was charged in execu- 
tion with the civil procefs for cofts 
incurred in the ecclefiaftical court, 
in a cafe with lady Strathmore. 

24. The poll for the city finally 
clofed, when the numbers, were for 

Mr. alderman Curtis — 4346 

Nir. alderman Watfon — 4101 

Alderman fir Watkin Lewes 3747 

Mr, alderman Sawbridge 3.686 

Mr. alderman Newnham 2670 

The lord-mayor — 1064 

A common ha]! was then held for 
the election of the annual city ofh- 
cers; when Mr, alderman Macauley 
and Richard Carr Glyn, efq. were 
elected fheriffs. On the nomination 
of Mr. alderman Wilkes as Cham- 
berlain, unexpected marks of dif- 
approbation arofe, at the fame time 
that there was a great flow of hands 
in his favour; and Mr. alderman 
Clarke being nominated, avery re- 
{pectable fhew of hands apreared 
alo for him. However, that gen- 
tleman with great politenefs, declined 
the poll, declaring that he did not 
know any circumftance that fhould 
induce the livery to fet Mr. Wilkes 
afide; but that whenever a vacancy 
happened he would certainly folicit 
their fup rt. 

36. his day an action was 
brought by Mr. Norris againft Mr. 
Goodman, a baker, 11 Coventry- 
ftreet, for not keeping the iron plate 
which covers the mouth of the coal- 
hole in the ftreet, in repair, where- 
by the plain:ff fell down and broke 
his thigh. It appeared that a {mall 
part of the iron olue was wornaway, 
and that as the plaintiff was walking 
along, his foot caught in the hole, 
by which means he was thrown down 
and broke his thigh, lt was proved 
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(June, 
the furgeon’s bill amounted to % 
guineas. The jury found a verdid 
for the plaintiff with 40l. dam 

Another action was broughr 

. 5 y 
native of Madagafcar, againft My, 
(Tennant, his mafter, who had pur. 
chafed him in the Eaft Indies, while 
refident furgeon of Bombay, and 
had educated and cloathed him for 
feveral years; but had never pi 
him “ay wages. On their arrivg 
in England, the plaintiff ated i 
the capacity- of fervant to his maf. 
ter, but on fome quarrel happeni 
between them, he quitted his fe 
vice, and applying to an attor 
was advifed to bring the prefent acti. 
on to recover wages equivalenttothe 
fervices he had performed.—It wy 
admitted on all fides, that the mo. 
ment a flave fets his feet on Englith 
ground, he inftantly becomes c 
although, under a particular agree. 
ment, his mafter might continueen 
titled to his fervices without giving 
him the compenfation of wages; 
but as no fuch particular agreement 
had been made tn the oll cale, 
the jury gave the plaintiff a verdid, 
and affefled damages at the rate ot 
{ix guineas a year. 

28. On Saturday an action of 
criminal converfation was tried in 
the court of king’s bench, in whith 
Henry Cecil, efq. nephew and pre 
fumptive heir to the ear] of Exeter, 
was plaintiff, and the Rev. Mr. 
Sneyd,cruate of Hanbury,defendant. 
The damages were laid at 10,000). 

The countel for the plaintiff ftat- 
ed that he was a man of rank and 
fortune ; and Mrs. Cecil was the 
only daughter and heirefs of Mr. 
Vernon, a gentleman of large fot- 
tune in Warwickfhire. From 177% 
when they were married, to 17% 
when fhe eloped, they lived in the 
greateft harmony and affection. 

In 1789, Mr. Ceeil prefented " 
friend of his to the living at Hania 
iY) 
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rx, who introduced, Mr. Sneyd, the 


pfendant, as his curate He was the 
er de ofa refpeétable family in 
Staffordihire ; as fuch he was treated 
with refpeét in the family of Mr. 
Cecil, where he often vifited ; and 
when the weather was bad, he was 
conftantly accommodated with a bed 
in the houfe. From 1780 to 1789 
Mr. Cecil had no reafon to repent 
of his acquaintance with Mr. Sneyd. 
In June laft, Mrs. Cecil prevailed 
on Mr. Cecil to go to Birmingham. 
Mr. Sneyd had then left Hanbury, 
and lived near Birmingham ina poor 
fate of health. Mr. Cecil returned 
home alone the fame evening. Mrs. 
Cecil was to have followed him, ac- 
companied by another lady, but fhe 
eloped with Mr. Sneyd. 

he jury found a verdi¢t for the 
plaintiff—damages 1occl. 

29. John Wilkes, efq. having de- 
dined ftanding for Middlefex, in 
confequence of the unfavourable 
reception he met with, at a previous 
meeting of the freeholders at Hack- 
ney, Walter Mainwaring and George 
Byng, efqs. were elected reprefenta- 
tives for the county, at lrentford. 

30. This month died, at Dundee, 
aged 107, Jaines Peters, a tiavel- 
ling packman. Although he often 
flept in the fields and fhades, he en- 
joyed an uninterrupted ftate of good 
health; and, until the laft year of 
his life, retained the faculty of me- 
mory. His ftrongeft beverage was 
fmall beer. He was bornin the pa- 


rif of Dunichen, in the county of 
Forfar. 


JULY. 


t. This day was tried before Mr. 
yftice Buller and a fpecial jury, an 
indiétment, preferred by the rela- 
tions of the late ear] Cowper, againft 
Edward Tophan, efq. as proprietor 
of the World, for a libel which ap- 
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ared in that paper on the 17th of 

ebruary laft, againft the late earl. 

Mr. Erfkine, on the part of the 
profecution, obferved, that this libel 
was the more unjuftifiable, as it 
flandered the character of a perfon 
deceafed, and therefore incapable 
of protecting his own reputation, 
The defendant was only refponfible 
in his relative fituation as proprietor 
of the paper ; in which character he 
muft be anfwerable for every thing 
inferted in the paper, even although 
it were without his knowledge. 
The paragraph fuppofed to be a lis 
bel upon lord Cowper, was entitled, 
‘ Memoirs of Earl Cowper.’ It 
contained an account of hjs lord- 
fhip’s birth, his fponfors, and then 
ftated, that his lordthip, while in 
Italy, led a very diffipated life. In 
order to prove the defendant to be 
the proprietor of the paper, a bond 
was produced, in which Mr, Top- 
ham bound himfelf to government 
for the payment of the ftamp duties ; 
and it was alfo ftated that he was de- 
bited in the commiffioners books for 
the duties. 

Thecounfel for the defendant took 
two objections in the courfe of the 
caufe, which will be urged, upon a 
motion in arreft of judgment. 

The firft was, that this could not 
be confidered as a libel, becaufe it 
did not defame the character of any 
living perfon. 

And the other, that the defendant 
was not refponfible, as proprietor, 
unlefs it could be proved that he 
knew of the infertion of the libel. 

The jury, after much confidera- 
tion found the defendant guilty. 

2. This day, at the final clofe of 
the poll for Weftminfter, the num- 
bers were, 

me hon. Charles James 

‘Ox - = = = = 3616 

Lord Hood - - - = 3217 , 

John Horne Tooke, efq. 1679 
9, At 




















































9-Ataine o'clock yefterdaymorn- blow onthe hip: fhe turned: 


: h 
: ne on, at the Old Bailey, and immediately recognifed the 
the trial of 'Rhynwick Williams, faner. She knew hina well, my . 
the perfon commonly called The had before that, three or four times, f 
Moser. The indictment ftated, accofted her inthe ftreet, , 
that the rifoneronthe 18th ef Ja-  ufe of the moft horrid language, He | 
nuary lait, did make an affaultupon _ was. leaning againft the rail gyi ; 
Anne Porter, {pinfter, in St. James’s- clofe to her, ftaring her in the. { 
ftrect, with an intent to tear, fpoil, and there was no other perfon neg, 
cut, and deface, the garments ofthe She could not be miftaken in thefeg 
faid Anne Portes; and that hedid tures of the man, as they had been P 
aétually tear, fpoil, cut, and deface too deepl imprefled on her memory, 
the garmentso!the faidAnne Porter, by his former infults. The. pey | 


contrary to the ftatute. time fhe faw him was in St. James's | 
Mr. Pigot, countel for the pros Park, on the 13th of June, when 
fecution, ftated the particulars to turning reund to obferve him, the 
tlie jury. They had now, he faid, found him alfo turned round to look 
the unpleafant tafk to liften to evi- at her. She mentioned the circum. dj 
dence which went to prove, that ftance to Mr..Colman, who wry jg 
there exifted a being, who, without her company, and who, in conf 
gain to be acquired, or a paflion to quence, followed the prifoner,. She 
be gratified, could pafs beyond the faw the latter in about two hours af. 
common range of crimes. ter at her father’s houfe, when his 
The four young ladies, who would appearance deprived her for’ fome 
appear in fupport of the charge, time of all fenfe and recollection, 


were the daughters of a Mr. Parter, Mr. Knowles, count! for thepr 
who kept a refpectable hotel in St. foner, afked this lady, whether, io 
ames’s ftreet. the agitation of the moment, fhe 


Mifs Anne Porter was then exa- could be fufficiently accurate inher 
mined, She had been onthe :Sthof recolleétion of the prifoner; andak 
January, the queen’s birth day, at fo, whether there was light fufficyent 
the ball room, St. James’s. Her where fhe ftood,. to diltinguith o- 
miajefty retired rather fooner than jeéts clearly ? To both thele queti- 
ufual; and her party did not think ons fhe anfwered decidedly m the 
it neceffary to wait for her father, afhrmative. 
who was to meet them at twelve The cloathes which had beencut 
o'clock. She was in company with were then produced ; a filk gowne 
Mrs. Mil, and Sarah her fecond pale pink was rent about the length 
fifter. They left the palace at. of 18 inches near the right hip The 
twenty minutes alter eleven, and under garments were divided about 
hadcroffed Pall-mall, wherehe: fitter the length of 12 inches. 

{poke fome words which the could Mits Sarah Porter was next ext 
not underitand, and defired her to mined. She knew the prifoner wel, 
wees on fafter, They haftened he having accofted her four timesin 
homeward with allexpedition. Her the ftreet, with the moit indecent 
ier ran up the fteps to knock at language. On the birth-night the 
the door; Mrs. Miel followed; and was walking home with her fifter 
ihe hertclf remained at the bottom and Mrs. Miel, The prifoner #8 
of the fleps, waiting forthe door to walking before, when fomechairman 
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pe opened. A man at that inftant  croffing him, he turned round, 
bciged hey, and ftruck her a violent obferving the witnels, faid, * Ob 
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re inftautly ftruck her a vio- 
aes a with his hand on the back 
of the head. She {poke to her 
ae and defired her to make hatte, 
as é the wretch’ Was behind them ! 
By this name jt appeared, they had 
mentioned him toeach other, when 
{peaking of his frequent aflaults. 

When this witnels had knocked at 
her father’s door, fhe turned round, 
and faw him ftrike her fifter with his 
utmoft force. She heard the filk 
‘rend;’ and when the door was 
opened, fhe again turned round, 
and faw him ftanding in the fame 
attitude. She had no doubt what- 
ever of his being the fame man. She 
ay him, about a week, afterward, 
from her father’s window, and fent 
twomen in purfuit of him, but they 
unfortunately fixed on a different 

rfon. She faw him next at her 
father’s houfe, and fainted on his 
entrance. She fixed on him at 
Bow-ftreet, when mixed in a large 
crowd, and feleéted him without 
ditculty. 

en. her fifters, Martha and 
Rebecca Porter, defcribed the lan- 
guage and behaviour of the pri- 
foner inthe {gme manner. They 
wereequally certain as to his perfon; 
aud the evidence of thefe four ladies, 
though feparately examined, was 
coniiftent and uniform, and their de- 
meanor was happily maiked by the 
mixed but becoming traits of refo- 
jution and fenfibility, 

Mr. John Colman was next exa- 
mined. He faid, that being in com- 
pany with the Mifs Porters, in St. 
pide Park, on the 13th of June 
alt, and being told that the man who 
had aflaulted the profecutrix had juft 
pafled them, he immediately foliow- 
edthe prifoner, who, fufpecting he 
was followed, walked on very faft. 
He purfued him through different 
frets, looking full in his face, and 
doing every thing to affront him, in 
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order that he might provoke kim to 
an altercation; but the prifoner 
bore patiently every infult offered. 
The witnefs felt him{clf in fome agie 
tation, and was at a lofs to know 
what means he fhould adopt, as he 
did not think it prudeat to charge 
him directly with being the monfer. 
The pritoner walked firft to the 
admiralty, where, perceiving he 
was followed, he turned fhort, and 
weut by the way of Cock{pur- ftreet, 
Pall-mall, and St. James-iireet, to- 
ward Bolton-ftreet, he then knocked 
ata door, where, on enquiry, Mr, 
Colman found he was-not known, 
He then went on to Veres{treet, Ox-, 
ford. road, and knocked at an empty 
houfe. Mr. Colman: then broke 
filence, and faid, that the houfe was. 
empty. The prifoner faid, it was 
not, and that le knew the tenant, 
whofe name was Pearce. He then 
went to South Moulton-ftreet, and. 
entered a houfe belonging to Mr, 
Smith. Mr. Coleman followed him, 
and afked Mr. Smith, in the pre- 
fence of the prifoner, who he was ? 
and, immediately apolovizing for 
this queftion, faid, he matt beg the 
prifoner to give him his addrefs; 
Mr. Smith and the prifoner wifhed: 
to have fome reafon afligned for 
this queftion ; upon which the wit 
nefs anfwered, he was told that the 
prifoner had infulted fome ladies, 
The prifoner replied, he-had never, 
iufulted any lady; and ,after fome, 
converfation gave the witnefs his ads 
drefs, which was, * Mr. Williams, 
No. 52, Jermyn-ftreet,’ the houfe, 
where the prifoner’s mother lived,, 
and aloft clote to his own lodzings, 
The witnels, upon feeing the name 
Williams, faid, ‘Good Ged, I think 
I know you,’ To which the prifo- 
ner anfwered, §I think I know you.’ 
The witnefs then expreffed his fure 
prife, that he had. not recollected 
him while he was, iollowmg him, 
although 
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although he looked in his face fo 
often; to which the prifoner faid, 
* And it is furprifing that I fhould 
not have known you.’ The witnefs 
informed the court that he had feen 
him feveral times at fome afiembly- 
room. 

After exchanging addreffes, they 
went out together from Mr. Smith’s 
houfe, and the witnefs took leave 


of the prifoner; but in a few mi- 
mutes herein he thonght he had 


atted wrong in leaving him; he 
therefore purfued and overtook him, 

mere accident, at the top of St. 
James’s-ftreet, He then infifted on 
the prifoner’s going to the ladies 
houfe, which was not far diftant. 
After objeéting to the latenefs of 
the hour, &c. he at length compli- 
ed. He ftopt, without any previous 
intimation, atthe door of the houfe ; 
and, in a manner wholly unaccount- 
able, except from that fatality which 
attends on guilt of a certain def- 
cription, fmd, * This is Mifs Por- 
ter'’s!’ 

On his entrance, without any in- 
troduction into the parlour, the 
two eldeft of the young ladies fainted. 
The prifoner made no remark, but 
wy cooly faving, * that the ladies 
behaviour was very odd ; that furely 
they could not take him for the per- 
fon who had injured them.’ Mr, 
Colman admitted on the crofs-exa- 
mination, that the prifoner did not 


appear in the fimalleft degree embar- 
rated. 


Mr. Macmanus, the Bow-ftreet 
officer, produced a light-coloured 
drab coat and a pair of half-boots, 
Thefe, or fimilar articles, had been 
mentioned in every deicription of 
the Monfter, as this unparalleled 
offender has been termed. They 
were found at hislodgings in an ale- 
houfe, in Bury-ftreet, where fix 
men, as the witnefs underftood, 
Jay every night in three contigious 
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beds. He admitted that he found 
no knife, nor cutting inftrument of 
any defcription. 

Mr. Tomkins the furgeon who 
had attended Mifs Porter, de 
that the wound muft have been giv. 
en with fome v fharp weapon 
He defcribed the wound which had 
been infliéted on this young lady ig 
terms which occafioned a 
thrill of horror through the cour, 
It was, he faid, from nine to ten 
inches in length ; its depth in one 

rt was near four inches; and if 
it had not been for the intervention 
of the ftays, the violence of the 
blow was fuch, that the wes 
muft have penetrated to the abdo- 
men. 

Here the evidence on this indié. 
ment clofed, and the prifoner was 
called on for his defence ; which he 
begged to read from a written pa 
per, as follows: 

* He ftood, he faid, an obgd 
demanding the compafiion of the 
court. He had the yreateft conf 
dence in the juftice of an Englith 
jury, that they would not {uffer his 
fate to be decided by the popular 
ee gery raifed azaintt him. The 
lope of proving his innocence had 
hitherto fuftained him. He pro 
feffed himfelf the warm friend ani 
admirer of that fex whofe caule was 
now aflerted; and concluded with 
folemnly declaring, that the whole 
of the profecution was founded in 

dreadful miftake, which, he hadno 
doubt, the evidence, he was abopt 
to call, would clear up to the fatis 
faction of the court.’ 

The prifoner called fix witneflesto 
prove an alibi, and fourteen to his 
character, fome of whom were very 
handfome women. They all gave 
him an excellent chara¢ter for good- 
nature, humanity, and kindnels t@ 
the fair fex in particular. 


Mr. juitice Buller pointed out the 
circumilancg 
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circumftances which claimed the 
teft attention of the jury; he 
mentioned alfo contradictions and 
uncertainties in the evidence offered 
on the part of the prifoner, which 
were numerous and circumftantial. 
A Mr. Micheli had {worn that the 
‘foner was at his houfe at half 
twelve ; this he knew only from 
other witnefles; and that fome 
months after the night in queftion, 
and upon loofe recolleétion of the 
calling of the hour by the watchman. 
He {wore alfo, that he had an order 
from a gentleman in Ireland for 
fome articles in his trade, the mak- 
ing up of which articles had occu- 
ied the attention of himfelf and 
Sarviee for a fortnight previous to 
the night in queftion. One of his 
fervants had fworn that this very 
onler was given only on the day 
preceding. Mr. Micheli fwore alfo, 
that an order for a gown for Mrs. 
Abingdon was ordered in his abfence 
on the day in queftion. His fifter 
fwore, that Micheli himfelf took 
the order! The judge obferved alfo, 
that it was to be noticed that the 
whole of the evidence for the pri- 
foner was at beft but uncertain and 
contradictory, and moft undoubt- 
edly liable to many comments; 
whereas the evidence on the part 
of the profecution was pofitive and 
uniform, the four young ladies 
agreeing exactly in every particular 
in their evidence. He took a view 
of the queftion of law which would 
arife in this cafe, fuppofing the fact 
to be difpofed of in the athirmative. 
It the jury believed the pofitive tef- 
timony of the four mifs Porters, that 
mifs Anne Porter was wounded by 
the prifoner, then a queftion would 
arife, and of which the jury might 
exercife their judement as to the 
intent of the prifoner, namely, whe- 
ther he intended to tend and cut the 
Cethes as well as to wound the body. 
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Upon this point it was obfervable, 
that the inftrument had actually 
done both, and it was the province 
of the jury to judge upon that point. 
The prefent indi¢tment was founded 
on an act of parliament paffed in the 
fixth year of the reign of George the 
Firft, and was enacted with intent 
to protect the garments only.— 
There were many cafes in which 
the garments might be cut, fpoiled, 
or torn, and yet an offence could 
not arife upon this act; for inftance, 
in a fcuffle arifing out of a quarrel, 
or the like; in fhort, there muft be 
an intention apparent to the jury, 
to cut the garment. Here the jury 
were to judge, whether in cutting 
the perfon, the intention was not 
equally clear to cut the garment; 
for they would obferve that the in- 
ftrument could not have been one 
defigned merely for piercing or ftab- 
bing, but for cutting alfo; they 
would therefore judge, whether, as 
the means were accomplifhed, the 
end was intended. 

The jury in one minute found 
the prifoner guilty. 

Mr. juitice Buller then faid, as 
the cafe was new, he fhould take 
the opinion of the judges upon the 

oint of law. He then ordered 
judgment to be arrefted, and the 
vecognizances of all the others who 
are bound to profecute, to be re- 
{fpited until the next December fef- 
fions, in order that the opinions of 
the judges might be obtained. 

ic. Yefterday Robert Jacques was 
tried at the Old Bailey, for a con- 
{piracy againft the warden of the 
Fleet-prifon. Jacques and other 
prifoners in the Fleet contrived a 
fham action to be brought againtt 
a perfon of the name of Stanley ; 
asd the proceedings were carried 
on until Stanley was taken in exe- 
cution, and committed to the Fleet. 
The amount of the fictitions debt 

was 
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was eight hundred ponnds. To fix 
the warden of the Fleet with this 
debt was the object of Jacques and 
his aflociates, who effected Stanley's 
efcape, and then catfed actions to 
be brought againit the warden. 
; one after a long trial, was 

ound guilty, and fentenced by judge 
Buller to three years imprifonment 
in Newgate; and during that time 
to ftand once in the sillory at the 
Royal Exchange. 

12. On the trial of an indictment 
laft week, for a libel ftated to be 
faift, tcandalous, &c. againit the 

rinter of a morning paper at Dub- 
fin, on the profecution of the Rev. 
George de la Poor Berestord ; the 
jury, being fatisfied by the evidence 
of the profecutor, that feveral of the 
fagts ftated were true, brought im 
their verdiét, Not guilty, after being 
locked up all night. 

14. Earl Stanhope, chairman, and 
upwards of fix hundred gentlemen, 
dined at the Crown and Anchor ta- 
vern inthe Strand, tocelebrate the an- 
nivertary of the French revolution. 

24. The Rev. Dr. Withers, con- 
fined in Newgate, for a libel againft 
Mis. Fitzherbert, died in that prifon 
of a putrid fever. Sec wol. X. p- 
(25, 39)- 

29. At Bury affizes a caufe for a 
libel was tried, in which Mr. Tho- 
mas Hamilton of Colchefter, pro- 

rietor of a ftage coach, travelling 
tween London and Halefworth, 
was plaintiff, and ik, fone Shave, 
inter of the Ipfwich Journal, de- 
odant. This aétion was grounded 
on two counts; the firft, for pub- 
lifhing an advertifement in the faid 
aper, fetting forth, that the plain- 
a goods, coach, hortes, ea be- 
ing feized under a writ of execution 
from the theriff, were to be fold by 
ublic auction: and the fecond count, 
publifhing another advertifement, 
figned Thomas Sbave (brother to the 
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defendant), who is alfo Proprietor 
of a coach travelling the fame 
wherein (tn confequence of the fire 
mentioned advertifement) he 
cited the favours of the public jp, 


wards his coach, * as Mr, Hamilton 


_was under the neceflity of Clectining 


the coach bufinefs.’—Mr, Adaiy 
counsel for the plaintiff, opened th. 
cafe, and endeavoured to Prove the 
falfe and malignant nature of the 
advertifements. in queftion ; in fy 
port of which the coachman wy 
called, who faid that the coach 
difcontinued its ufual travelling om 
the road; ging witnefs 

the purchafe of the newfj 

the thop of the defendant aie 
gentlemen were alfo called, who it. 
tended to haye gone to London by 
the plaintiff’s coach, but were rn. 
{trained from fo doing by the ap. 
pearance of the faid advertifements, 
—On the part of the defendam, 
Mr. Partridge ftated the perilow 
fituation in which a printer ftood, 
if he was liable to be called tow 
count for advertifements received in 
the ordinary courfe of bufinefs; and 
entertained no doubt, in the prefeat 
cafe, they fhould be able —— 
the f{uppofed libel neither falfe nor 
malignant; for this purpofe, Mr, 
ferjeant Le Blanc cajled the 

of the under fherff for the coumy 
of Effex, who proved, that he re 
ceived a writ of execution againi 
Mr. Hamilton’s effeéts, on which 
he fent a warrant to one of the fe 
riff’s officers at Colchefter to ley 
the fame. One of the auétionémn 
employed by the faid officer, and 
whofe name a to the adver 
tifement, proved,that he took an it 
ventory of the effeéts agreeable to his 
inftructions, had cat ¢s pri 
and caufed an adverti to be 
publithed, firft in the Chelmsford, 
arid afterwards i the Ipfwich papers 
but that, in confequence of the r 
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execution being fuperfeded, the 
_ ot Sade did ioot take place. 
He believed that Mr. Hamilton had 
more borfes on the road than thofe 
advertifed for fale, and that the 
coach did not difcontinue running. 
~The counfel on the part of the 

iatiff oppofed the admiffion of 
the evidence on the old ground, 
that in cafes of libel, juftification of 
the offence is not allowable; but 
the judge very properly over-ruled 
their objection in this inftance: In 
fumming up the evidence, he faid 
there was no ground for the firft 
count, the printer having given an 
indifputable authority for its publi- 
cation; but that a verdiét muft be 
given again him in the latter cafe, 
and it was their province to afcertain 
the quantity of damages.—After 
fome hefitation, the jury brought 
ina verdi@ for the plaintiff, with 
Sol. damages. 

30. On Monday the high court 
of jufticiary met at Edinburgh, for 
the trial of James Macrae, of Holl- 
mains, indicted at the inftance of 
the hon. lady Ramfay and fir Wil- 
liam Ramfay, of Bamff, bart. and 
of his majefty’s advocate, for the 
murder of the late fir George Ram- 
fay, bart. on the 14th of April laft. 
Mr. Macrae not having appeared 
to ftand trial, fentence of fugitation 
are? was pronounced againtt 


31. On Wednefday came on at 
Guildford, before Mr. baron E re, 
a caufe wherein Mr. Curling, of the 
eg a market, was plaintiff, and 
Mr. Hedger, of the Dog and Duck, 
defendant. This action was brought 
for the damages of 20ool. for ereét- 
ing a market in St. George’s Fields, 
&c. There being 6000 new-built 
houfes within thefe three years in 
that neighbourhood, and yet in- 
Creafing, and as.it was deemed ufe- 
fal, the jury gave 18, damages, 
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The tradefman fentenced to im- 
prifonment in the king’s bench, for 
writing a libellous letter to the lord- 
mayor, was difcharged by a warrant 
from his majetty. 


AUGUST. 


t. A fhallop belonging to the at 
Ulyffes, captain Campbell of Glaf- 
gow, by a fudden fquall fhipped x 
ea in Montego-bay, by which fhe 
was inftantly funk, and only one 
failor befides the captain faved.— 
Captain Campbell fortunately got 
hold of an oar, and the failor of a 
gang-catk, which he held by the 
ung-hole. In this perilous fitua- 
tion, the captain touched fomething 
with his foot, which proved to be a 
fhark. This new terror, inftead of 
difheartening, animated him; and, 
till five o’clock in the morning, when 
he was taken up by fome negroes 
who heard his cries, he was found 
defending himfelf againft the fhark. 
The method he took was fometimes 
by preffing with his hands and the 
whole weight of his body with the 
oar upon the fhark, which made 
him fheer off; at other times get- 
ting to the extremity of the oar, 
and ftriking him; and by thefe, 
and other {ftratagems that the mo- 
ment fuggefted, he wonderfully pre- 
ferved himfelf from being deftroyed 
by the voracious animal. The fhark 
was about eleven feet long. 

Gla/gow, July 28. The impor 
tant event of opening the Forth and 
Clyde navigation from fea to fea, 
took place this day, by the failing 
of a track-barge belonging to the 
company of proprietors, from the 
bafon of the canal near the city of 
Glafgow to the river Clyde at Bowl. 
ing-bay. 

The voyage, which is upwards of 
twelve miles, was performed in lef 
than four hours, during which ae 
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riod the veffel pafled through nine- 
teen locks, defcending thereby 150 
feet from the fummit of the canal 
into the Clyde. It required only 
four minutes to each of the 
locks, in which fpace the. veffel 
defcended eight feet into the reach 
of the navigation immediately be- 
low. 

In the courfe of the voyage from 
Glatgow to Bowling-bay, the track- 
boat paffed along that ftupendous 
bridge, the great aqueduct over the 
river |elvin, 400 feet in length, ex- 
hibiting to the {pectators in the val- 
Jey below the fingular and new ob- 
ject of a veflel navigating feventy 
feet over their heads. 

The extreme length of the navi- 

ation from the Forth to the Clyde 
is exadtly 33 miles, 16 of which is 
upon the fummit of the country, 
156 feet above the level of the fea. 

To this fummit the voyager is 
raifed by means of twenty locks 
from the ealftern fea, and nineteen 
from the weft. Each lock is exaétly 
20 feet wide, and 74 feet long with- 
in the gates. The depth of the ca- 
nal is precifely eight feet on the 
furface of the water, and 28 feet at 
the bottom. 

The toll-dues payable upon the 
navigation, are two-pence per ton 
for cach mile, or 5s. tod. per tou 
for the extreme length of the canal. 

¢+ By the {pecial command of his 
majefty, Mr. M*Gwire, a lieutenant 
in the navy, of refpeftable family 
in Ireland, has been prefented to 
the rank of a poft captain. This 
promotion enables Mr. M*Gwire to 
enjoy a very extenfive eftate, which, 
by the will of his father, he could 
not poffets ull he had attained that 
rank, 

&. An order has paffed the trea- 
fury board for iffuing 3000). to be 
divided among fuch clerks in the 


General poit-othce, whofe falary doce 
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not exceed rool. It is intended 
temporary relief, until a more ‘ 
manent one can be granted (by cas, 
rying the commiffioners’ report ings 
execution) and it is to be divided jg 
the wea: manner, viz. 2 
among the clerks of the inland de. 
partment, and roool. among thof 
of the fecretary’s, bye and crof 
roads, receiver general’s, accomptant 
general’s, and foreign offices. 
Admiralty Office, Aug. 10 

Extract of a letter trom licutenag 

Edward Riou, commanding hig 

majefty’s fhip Guardian, to Mr. 

Stephens, dated Table Bay, March 

1S) 1790s 

* Be pleafed to inform their lord. 
fhips, that I am now preparing to 
get the fhip into Saldanha Bay, by 
endeavouring, as much as pofible, 
to “1 the leak within board; and 
that I purpofe mooring her there 
clofe to the Beach, at low water, in 
a cove where no wind or fea can 
affect her; the which, if I am 
fortunate as to accomplith, I mean 
then to return here myfelf, in order 
to preferve as much as poffible fuck 
a and ftores as have been 
anded, 

‘ I have enclofed an account of 
the officers, crew, &c. that were 
faved in his majefty’s hip.’ 


A lift of fuch perfons who arrived 
with his majefty’s fhip Guardian 
in Table Bay, and are now on 
board. 

Crew. Lieut, Edw, Riou; Joho 

Willams, boatfwain; J. Davenport, 

urfer’s fteward; J. Brown (iit); 
tdw. Dwyer; Hen. Johnfon; J. 

Burk; J. Lock; Muney Samplon, 

carpenter; Tho. Humphries; }- 

Turner; Rich, Chambers; J. Rolsj 

Edw. Conolly ; J. Quinton; Wm 

Howes; Tho. Anderton ; J. Brows 

(20) 5 ig tery , Goce, 

iipman; David Gilmore, ditty 
P ? icbard 
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: T. Hobbs; Robert 
Richard ie I Wm. Couitt; 


J Reeves Tho, Gale; Wm. Fair- 
cl furgeon mate; And. An- 
pans 


{. Broad; T. Pitt, 
; J. ef heats now on 
faved in the launch. 
7 umeraries. Geo. Petrat, 
boatfwain’s fervant; Phil. Schafer, 
Pil. Divine, And. Hume, Tho. 
Clark, J. Tho. Dodge, fuperintend- 
ants of convicts; Sam. Elam, chap- 
lain'’s fervant; Elizabeth Schafer, 
fuperintendant’s daughter. 

Conviéts 22. In all 62. 

31. This month died, at Rich- 
mond, in Yorkthire, aged 105, Mrs, 
Todd. She enjoyed food health to 
the laft, being capable of walking 
with moft women of 40; and her 
fight was fo hp that fhe never 
had occafion for g afles. And, near 
Havant, Hants, died, aged 102 years, 
Mr. John Coomer, gentleman far- 
mer. He retained his fenfes till 
within a week of his death, fo as to 
take an account of the quantity of 
wheat grown in each field, the pre- 
fent harveft, as it was bound and 
carted, 


SEPTEMBER. 


1, On Saturday afternoon, at ten 
minutes paft four, the celebrated Mr. 
Powell arrived at St. Paul’s cathe- 
dral. He had fet off from the Mo- 
hument, on Sunday the 22d, at 
twelve at night, for York, and reach- 
ed that city at half paft one on Wed- 
nefday. His wager was thirteen gui- 
heas to twenty that he would walk 
to York, ind return, in five days 
and eighteen hours, which he per- 
formed in five days, fixteen houtg, 
and ten minutes. ' 7 

He reached Stamford on Monday 
bight, which is about ninet miles, 
and artived at Doncafter on T vefday 
night very late. He returned from 

I> go. 
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York as far as Ferrybridge on Wed- 
nefday; on Thurfday he flept’ at 


Grantham, and on Friday on this 
fide of Bigglefwade. The whole 
time he teok, was one hundred af 
thirty-fix hours and ten minutes. 

He appeared to be very much fa- 
tigued when he returned, yet he 
could have been in town more early 
Had it been neceflary.—Some per- 
fons met him at St. Alban’s; a cosi- 
fiderable number at Barnet; and; 
when he reached Smithfield, there 
was a very great crowd, not only of 

eftrians, but of carriages and 

orfemen. : 

Mr. Powell is clerk to an attor- 
ney, in the New Inn, and is new 
fifty-feven years old. He performed 
the fame journey feventeen years 
ago, and was allowed fix days to 
do it in, but accomplifhed it in 
about fix hours and a half within 
the limited time. 

Lifoon, Fuly 27. Dott Juati Ma- 
huel Chaves, a phyfician of the de. 
partment of Condexia, has cured, 
with 48 grains of mufk, adminiftered 
inwardly, a negro flave, 16 years of 
age, belonging to Jofeph Lopez 

uarefma, of the fmall-pox of rhe 
confluent malignant fpecies of Hel- 
vetius. The flottor ftill continues 
to try the efficacy of this remedy. 

Liverpool, Sept. 6. On, Friday 
morning, about five o'clock, George 
Drover, who takes care of a mill, 
near Limekiln-lane, belonging to 
Meffrs. Pennington ard Part, went 
into the loweft apartment, in order 
to greafe the wheels, without having 
the precaution to flop the mill; in 
doing which the co pr pling ui 
caught the fingers of his right hand, 
drew in his arm, which it broke all 
the way up, when his cheft, being 
by that means forced againft a frame, 
through which the wheel in its ope- 
ration pafled, and which being tuo 
fmall to admit his body, the arm 

(C) was 














































(34) ° 


was torn from it about four inches 
below the fhoulder. In this dreadful 
ftuation, which was accompanied at 
by ft by a very great effufion of hood, 
he went up fix or feven fteps which 
lead to the bank on the outfide, to 
flap the mill, which having done 
with his other band, he went again 
beluw, and fat fome time before he 
called to fome. ropemakers in the 
neighbourhood, who came to. his 
afiftance ; when having procured a 
chair, they carried, him to our Infr- 
mary, where hisarm was amputated, 
and the remaining ftump taken away 
from the fhoulder-joint by Mr. Park, 
and yetlerday eyening shad eyery ap- 
pearance of a cure, 
. 12 When the,affizes were opened 
on Sept, 2, at Livernefs in Scotland, 
there was no prifoner to be tried for 
any offence whatever; and yet,-this 
is one of the largeft diftri@ls in that 
country. 

“Fhe ciecuit gourt of jufticiary was 
opened at Stining an the oth inft, 
when, after calling qver the jury, 
the deputy advocate informed the 
court, that there were no trimijial 
Pamecmtinpsin that diftrict ; at which 

is lordthip expreffed his fatisfaction, 
and informed the jury: their attend- 
ance was no longer hegeflary. 

18. At the is ay the Old Bai: 
ley, this month, among other tials 
was that of George Barrington, ‘for 
a robbery. When he was arraigned 
on Wednefday lait; before lord chict 
baron BE) re, he this addreffed the 
ee MY lovely T hap m if 

y lords, ¢ your lordf{hips 
oodnefs and écuileteenton will ie 
lice yon to hear’a complaint from 

aman in my unhappy fitiation.” 
Lord chief baron. * The court 
WiiF bear you. 

“’'My fords, at the time of my 
apprehenfion I had in my pocket a 
ik” purfe ‘containing’ twenty-two 
fvineas and filver. This property 
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was forcibly taken from me 

although I have applied to haves 
returned, yet it 1s ftill detaings 
under what pretext I am totally x 
a lofs to know, Perhaps I thare, jy 
common with othér, miferable 

in my fituation, this hardfhip, I hag 
almoft, faid cruelty ; Decaufe, to de. 


rive: prifoners of their 0 
P ee Sok to withhohiine i 
means of their defence, ant the 
chance of proving their innocence, 
I am adviled, my, lords, that fie 
proceedings are illegal, and dincéiy 
contrary to a pofitive aét of pal. 
ment; (11th Weiaty VII.) I there. 
fore leave it to your lordthips, who, 
I am convinced, will give fuch ¢. 
rections as are confiftent with facred 
law and ftrict juftice.’ 
... The judges confulted a minute « 
two, and then cal!:d upon the con- 
ftable to produce the property, The 
conftable appeared, and delivereds 
fealed packet into court. Before it 
was opened, it was fully deferibed, 
and, upon opening it, there was the 
identical purfe taken. trom the pr 
foner. The court confulted for 
few minutes, and it was ordered to 
be delivered to Barrington. Tho 
he obtained, or rather renovated, t 
fort of Magna Charta for the pr. 
Psst which is not claimed, af 
worn to, by fome individual whe 
prefecutes, 
On Friday, the trial came on, He 
was indiéted for robhing Henry Har 
Townfend, efg, of his got 
chain, and feals, on the firft of Sep 
tember, at Psi vas ig The 
tact being fully proved, he 
called’ hoot far Wao 
He began by taking notice of tt 
little credit that was paid to the o 
fervations of any man who 
misfortune. to. Hane at ar bar, bat 
more particularly to a perion 
bis phon tunate ‘a ircumftances. He 
complained of the fallacious sco 
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and, maligna* calummies that had, 
heen mentioned concerning him in, 


fome of the public prints. It. was, 
no doubt, expected hy the audience 


that he fhould fay a great deal upon , 


the prefent occalion ; hut this was 
far from his intention. “s, nowsyer, 
a total filence would be imputed to 
concious guilt, he would clato the 
indulgence of the court while he 
fybmitted a few remarks to the can- 
dour, good fenfe, and benevolence 
of the Jury, upon the evidence ad- 
duced againft him. He then made 
fome appofite remarks upon the tef- 
timony ofthe witnefies, and alter- 
wards an eloquent aud pathetic ap- 
peal to the paffions of the jury, upon 
his unfortunate fituation. He dwelt 
upon the imprifonment and fuffer- 
ings he had undergone. He was, 
he faid, thirty-two years of age, 
which was more than ,half the life 
of man. From the viciffitudes and 
mifery he had undergone, death 
could bring but, little forrow to his 
mind. He felt a conviction, that 
no temporal ‘happinefs was equal to 
that felicity which arofe from a be- 
nevolent and thankful mind, After 
abferving upon. the powers the law 
for wife ends had given to the jury, 
he faid that life was the gift of God—. 
liberty its greateft blefling. A jury 
could not exercife the powers com- 
mitted to them more nobly aiid ho- 
nourably, than by imiemtihg the 
great Creator, who delights to fpare, 
and not to deftroy, 


The jury having pronounced the 


prifoner guilty, the lord chief baron 
made a very pointed addrefs to him. 
In the couife of the trial, he faid, 
he bad treated him as if he had ne- 
ver feen him before ; but as the ver- 
dit of the jury was pronounced, he 
hould obferve, that the profecutor, 
by not inditing him capitally, had 
fhewn mercy to a man whofe life 
would have been a juft facrifice to 
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the laws he.had, fo often offended 
and treated with contempt. ‘Lhe 
judge. concluded. by. fayieg, that 
there was ftrong reafon to believe, 
that though the law had mot yet 
reached his life, yet nothing but the 
facrifice of it would put a period to 
the practice.of thofe crimes, the 
commiffion @f.which had fo fre- 
quently brought him to the bar of 
that court. 

He ‘was fentenced to be tranfport- 
ed for feven years, to fuch place as 
his majefty fhould think fit. 

After fentence was pafled on this 
extraordinary perfon, he addrefied 
the following farewell fpeech to the 
court: 

‘ My lord, 

‘I have much to fay in extenua- 
tion of the crime for which I ftand 
convisted ; but, upon confideration, 
I will not arreft the attention of the 
court too long. Among the extra- 
ordinary viciilitudes incident to hu- 
man nature, it is the peculiar and 
unfortunate lot of fome perfons to 
have their beft wifhes, and moft 
earneft endeavours to deferve the 
good opinion of fociety entirely 
fruftrated; whatever they fay or 
do, every action and its motive is 
mifinterpreted and twifted from the 
real intention. That this has been 
my fate, does not ftand in need of 
any confirmation. Every effort te 
deferve well of mankind, that my 
heart bore witnels to its rectitude, 
has been confiantly thwarted and 
rendered abortive. Many of the 
circumftances of my life have there- 
fore happened in {pite of myfelf. 

¢ The world has given me credit 
for abilities, indeed much more than 
I deferved; but I have found no 
kind hand to fofter thofe abilities. 
I might afk, where was the gene- 
rous and powerful hand that was 
ftretched forth to refcue George Bar- 
rington from infamy? In an age 
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like this, which in many ref is 
fo juftly famed for liberal fentiments, 
it was my hard lot that no noble- 
minded gentleman fte forward 
and faid, “ You are pofleffed of abi- 
lities which may be ufeful to fociety. 
I feel for your fituation, and as long 
as you act the part of a good citizen, 
I will be your proteétor ; you will 
then have time and opportunity to 
refcue yourfelf from the obloquy of 
your conduét.”? Alas, my lod! 
George Barrington had never the 
fupreme felicity of having fuch com- 
fort adminiftered to his wounded fpi- 
rit. As it is, the dié is caft, and I 
bend to my fate without one mur- 
mur or complaint.’ 

Mr. Barrington then bowed moft 
refpefifully to the court, the jury, 
amd the auditory; and withdrew 
from the public fcene, moft likely 
for ever. 

At this feflions alfo, Francis Fon- 
ton, a clerk tn the three-per-cent. 
office at the Bank, was indi¢ted tor 
a forgery and felony, with intent to 
detraud William Vapps and John 
Pierce. The indi¢tment contained 
a fecond count for uttering a forged 
receipt, purporting to be the receipt 
of John Pirce, for 4>b. 11s. 6d. be- 
ing the value oi sol. flock, 4 per 
cents, pretended to be a transfer of 
that fum to Wilkam Papps, which 
ftock never was purchafed or tranf- 
ferred from Mr. | ierce. The third 
and fourth counts charged the pii- 
foner with a fraud and forgery, in 
transferring the fum ef + ol. 4 per 
cents, the property of William Papps 
to John Pierce, which fum Mr. Papps 
never did actually transfer, or give 
authority to the prifoner fo to do; 
an! the indi€tment charged it to be 
dene withintent todefraud the Bank, 
and the faid William Papps and John 
Pierce. 

Mr. Fielding entered into the cafe, 
as follows:—On the Stn of May, 

" : 
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1789, Mr. Papps applied to 
prifoner to purchafe for him 
in the 4 per cents, and depottel 
his hands 47]. 11s. 6d. for the 
chafe, and the fame prifoner ga 
him a receipt for that fum, 
ohn Pierce. He then tendered y 
k which Mr. Papps underflogs 
tobe the acceptance book, which, » 
a matter of courfe, he fi gned ; wher. 
as, in faét, this was the transfer 
and by this fignature the prifoner 
obtained a transfer of 450), to Jobs 
Pierce, which fum the prifoner afy. 
4 fold and transferred to the Aid 
John Pierce, for which he receive 
the fum of 428]. 1s. 3d. which wn 
never paid into the hands, or 
to the ufe of William Papps, 
The evidence in fupport of the 
indi&tment being gone through, the 
prifoner left his defence to his cous. 
fel. Several refpectable witnele 
give him an excellent charafer; 
ut character could not avail, wher 
the evidence of faéts was infurmoun 
able. The jury brought in ther 
verdict upon the firft and thin 
counts, Gusisy. 
There were four other indbé. 
ments, upon which, however, i 
was thoveht unneceflary to ty 


recorder, in paffing fentemt 
pital convicts, fours 
id: * There is one cil, 
my duty to diftingua 
particularly from the reft; I mea 
the cafe of Francis Fonton, whohs 
been indicted and conviéted of fer 
gery; a man with a good and i 
deniable character, in a moft refpet 
able fituation in life, with the meas 
of living honourably and comfort 
ably as a clerk of the Bank, b 
artfully availed himfelf of that gom 
chara¢ter, and of that ho 
fituation, to impofe on the 

to abufe his truft, and plunder thi 







property, which he was parti — 
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rvant to protect. Fraud 
ory at the eit and fecu- 
“we of the Bank of England, can 
pe fs unpuanifhed. The policy 
of the ftate tequires that punifhment 
in a cafe of that fort fhould be the 
molt fevere. A fervant fo tranfgref- 
fing can expect no mercy. I mutt 


therefore ifoner, that your 
exam vitor ince others difpofed 


to © in like manner, that no 


art, nocunning, no experience nor 


wiedge of the fubjeét, no cha- 
ever impofing by that 
gravity which is fuppofed to attach 
rat age, will cover fraud from 
deteftion; and that fooner or later 
dithoneft aéts will lead to that dif- 
graceful end which you are about 
to fuffer. As a man, therefore, I 
mufi ftate to you, that every oe 
pect in this life is completely clofed 
upon YOU." ; : 

20. An interefting caufe was tried 
at Chefter aflizes, between Peter 
Bailey, gent. plaintiff, and Michael 
Afhmore, defendant, in which the 
rights of the lords of manors, as to 
the property of trees growing in 
lanes, where the lands on each fide 
belong to freeholders, was indifputa- 
bly fettled in favour of the land- 
owners, 

Margate, Sept. 21. Yefterday a 
duel was fought at Kingfgate, be- 
tween Mr. Stephens, fon of Philip 
Stephens, efq. fecretary to the ad- 
miralty, and a Mr. Anderfon. It 
originated in fuch a trifling circum- 
fiance as a difpute about the fhutting 
of a window in the public rooms. 
The parties fired each a piftol with- 
out effect; but, at the Sel fire, 
Mr. Anderfon’s ball entered between 
Mr. Stephens’s under lip and chin, 
and pafling to the jugular vein in 
the neck, occafioned his almoft in- 

ancous death.— Mr. Anderfon 
Was apprehended foon after; and 
this day the coroner’s inqueft fat on 
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the body, and brought in their vers 
dict manflaughter. 

27. On Thurfday a court of cam- 
mon council was held at Guildhall, 
when an addition of .gocl. per ann. 
was added to the recorder’s falary, 
to commence at Michaelmas. 

28. The remains of his late royal 
highnefs the duke of Cumberland 
were interred in the royal vault in 
king Henry the Seventh’s chapel, in 
Weitminfter-Abbey. The pall was 
fupported by lords Dover, Hawkef. 
bury, Wallingham, and Onflow. 
The canopy was fupported by admi- 
rals Barrington, Pigot, Barton, fir 
Peter Parker, fir Huyh Pallifer, fir 
Francis Geary, lord Shuldham, and 
earl Howe, The chief mourner was 
the duke of Dorfet, fupported by 
the dukes of Bedford and Leeds, 
affifted by the earls of Effex, Pomfret, 
Ailefbury, Chetterfield, Tankerville, 
Harrington, Chatham, Leicefter, 
Harcourt, and vifcount Sydney ; 
and his train borne by fir George 
Olborne, bart. 

30. Yefterday, John Boydell, efq, 
was elected lord-mayor of Londoa 
for the year enfuing. 


OCTOBER. 


1. The hon. Mr. Pity, fon of 
lord Camelford, Mr. Gilmore, with 
twenty-four feamen belonging to the 
Guardian; Mr. Fry, matter, Mr. 
Purcell, carpenter, and Mr. ‘Tink- 
ler, midfhipman, belonging to the 
Bounty man of war, are arrived 
fafe in the Prince of Orange packet 
at Harwich. 

Edinburgh, Od. 2- Some Shet- 
land fheep of the fine-wooled or 
kindly fort, which were fent from 
thofe iflands to the Highland fociety 
of Scotland, arrived lately at Leith ; 
and upon being examined by feveral 
members of the fociety, have fur- 
paffed their moft fanguine expecta- 
(© 3) 
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tions. Thefe theep feem to be of a 
{pecies different in feveral tefpecs 
- sera Ge now to be feenin the fouth- 
ern parts of this kingdom. The 
wool is of a pure glofly white, very 
fit, clofe, and filky, and is formed 
into fhort curls or ringlets, giving a 
beautiful appearance to the animal. 
“;hey are ¢rm-bodied, white-faced 
fheep, and though rather of a {mall 
fize, yet are much larger than is in 
general iuppofed, and the fleece is 
of more equal finenefs over the 
whole body than is ufual, and per- 
feétly free from any mixture of hair. 
It is hoped that every exertion will 
be made tosextend this breed to all 
parts of the kingdom, where they 
are likely to thrive, fince their wool 
is perhaps the completeft article of 
the kind in the univerfe, uniting in 
ene and the fame fubftance the 
ftrength and foftnefs of filk, the du- 
rability of cotton, the clafticity of 
wool, and the warmth of the richeft 
fur. 

s. This morning, about feven 
o'clock, a fire broke out in the houfe 
of ahairemerchant, @n New Bridge- 
ftreet, Blackfriars, which confumed 
thatand the corner houle, and three 
others in Fleet-{treet, viz. the gin- 
gerb ‘ ad-t aker’s, tl fal vp-fhop, and 
the fhoemaker’s, and damaged that 
of Mr. Pridden, bookfeller. A young 
woman jumped out of the window 
at the houfe v hére it began, pit hed 
upen the lomp-poft, and atterward 
fell wpon che ipikes, which went 
through her knee. She was carried 
to the hofpital, but there ar hopes 
of her recovery. 

6. Yefterd iv at the genera! quar: 
ter-feffions of the peace for kffex, 
holden at Chelmsford, the impor- 
tant quefiion arifine from the fine of 
sool, impofed upon that county by 
lord Lough! rough, chief juftice of 
the court of common pleas, was re. 
fumed before a numerous bench of 
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magiftrates. After a fhort enos 
into what fell on this fubjeét or « 
laft affizes, addreffed by the chief, 
ron of the exchequer to the 
jury of the faid county, which te 
court now thought neither r 
before them, nor immediately cup. 
nected with the bufinefs, the folloe 
ing refolution was propofed, ferogs, 
ed, and unanimoufly agreed to,vig.. 
Refoived, that the former comm. 
tee be continued, and vefted wig 
the fame powers; this court be 
determined, as far as in them fix 
to bring the queftion of the fine jp 
vofed upon this county by lod 
iadtiboroagh, chief juice of by 
majelty’s court of common pleas, 
a legal decifion upon its’ merits, 

g. Yefterday morning, at a guy. 
ter paft fix o'clock, Macleod th 
Scotchman, who a few months ap 
walked from Invernefs to Londos, 
and back again, and fince that tine 
has again walked to the metropol 
fet out from the obelifk, at Hyé. 
Park Corner, tothe five mile ftom 
on the Turnham-green road, a! 
returned back, in two hours a 
twenty-three minutes ; he wasallor- 
ed two hours and a half to perform 
it. Very confiderable bets were 
pending, the Scotchman being up 
ward of 102 years of age Th 
winners on this occafion had 2 pube 
breakiaft at the Brompton-Gror 
coffee-houfe, and liberally rewarce 
the veteran for his trouble. Tk 
old man, when he arrived at Bee 
fington, met with fome obftratie 
by feveral hillocks of road Gr, 
which he jumped over, when thot 
who laid their bets againft him® 
fifted on his turning back, which he 
complied with, and notvwithftandag, 
was fuccefstul. 

t4. On Tuefdav afternoon at [ow 
o’clock, the inhabitants ol Dartiort 
and of the country for feveral me 
arnund, were alarmed bv a dreat't 
concuthor 
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concuffion, oceafioned by the explo- 


barrels of gunpowder at 
oneal te. mefirs. Freon and An- 
drews, fituated about a fhort mile 
to the fouthward of Dartford. : 

No certain account can be given 
of the manner the fatal fpark was 
communicated to the gunpowder in 
the corning-houfe, which was the 
frt building that blew up. No 
work was carrying on in that place 
at the time in which the accident 
happened : it is therefore fuppofed 
that fome electric fire had entered 
the building and ignited the loofe 
gunpowder. From hence the ex- 
plofion inftantly communicated itfelf 
tothe ftoves, to five powder mills, 
and to a clofe magazine containing 
25 barrels of gunpowder, which, from 
their confined ftare, f{pread dreadful 
devaftation around. The ftoves, 
corning-houfe, and magazines, were 
inftantly levelled with the earth ; 
the ftrong beams were fhivered in 
pieces, and thrown every where 
around to a confiderable diftance; 
and broken bricks, tiles, and pieces 
of wood, fhowered ruin on the 
neighbouring fields. 

he doors of a magazine which 
fiands ata fall diftance from the 
works tothe S: W. up the river, 
and which contains near 200 barrels 
of gunpowder, were forced open by 
the explofion, but the wind blowing 
with great violence from that quarter, 
era prevented the flafh 

m reaching it: for had it com- 
municated with this laft, the whole 
town of Dartford would probably 
have been laid in ruins, 

Six men were deftroyed in the 
dreadful havock, moft of whom have 
left wives and families behind them. 
The foreman of the works has left a 
wife and feven children, 

It is remarkable that the runners, 
axletrees, and the wheels of the mills, 
have received very little damage, fo 
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that it is thought fome of them wil! 
be ina condition to be worked in 
about a fortnight. , 

ts. Theright rev. Dr. Tohn Car- 
rol!, lately confecrated bifhop of the 
newly erected Catholic See of Balti- 
more in Maryland, and the right 
reverend Dr. Maddifon, the Protef- 
tant bifhop of Virginia, lately con- 
fecrated by his grace the archbifho 
of Canterbury, failed on Friday | 
from Gravefend, in the Sampfon, 
capt. Morey, ‘for New-York. 

19. On Thurfday laft, the gover- 
nor, deputy governor, aud court of 
dire€tors of the bank of England, 
came to a refolution of advancin 
the fum of tol. a year to all fuch a 
their clerks as have been four years 
in their fervice. The number is 
about 300, confequently the additio- 
nal annual expence will be 3 00. 

21. Acaufecame on in the fheriff’s 
court at Guildhall, in which es 
Wilkes, efq. as chamberlain of the 
city of London, was plaintiff, and 
John Pardoe, efq. defendant. The 
action was brought to recover the 
{um of 6001. being the penalty which 
is ordained by a bye-law of the court 
of common cpasich to be paid for de- 
clining to ferve the office of theriff of 
London, to which office the defen- 
dant had been eleéted in the year 
1785; but refufed to ferve, on the 
"rn of his being incapacitated. — 

t appeared that Mr. Pardoe, when 
he was chofen theriff, was fixty-nine 
vears of age, in an infirm ftate of 
health, aud totally unfit to ferve the 
office of fheriff. The jury, which 
was fpecial, gave a verdict for the 
defendant. 

Port{mouth, OF. 22. This day a © 
court martial was held on board the 
Royal William, for the trial of lieu- 
tenant Bligh, mafter, three mid- 
fhipmen, boatfwain, carpenter, and 
fix feamen, lately belonging to the 


Bounty armed fhip, for the lofs of 
(C 4) the 
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the faid veffel at Otaheite, when 
they were all honourably acquitted. 
¢ carpenter was afterward tried 
fori to lieutenant Bligh, and 
di ience of orders, and was dif- 
miffed with a reprimand ; the court 
was compofed of the following offi- 
cers: ag peal, ing refident ; 
admirals Roddam, fir John Jervis, 
fir Alexander Hood, Elliot, Hotham, 
Gower, Cornifh, Goodall, Sawyer, 
and Campbell; captains fir Roger 
Curtis and Onflow. The naval hif- 
tory.of this country does not furnifh 
another inftance of eleven admirals 
fitting on a court martial; but on 
this occafion there may be faid to be 
twelve; for fir Roger Curtis, as 
tain of the fleet, ranks with arear 
admiral, 

Dumfries, OF. 19. A veffel was 
obferved from Southwick Mains, 
drifting before the wind, and feem- 
ingly in great diftrefs. The people 
in the adjacent neighbourhood im- 
mmediately affembled in order to give 
them what affiftance they could af- 
ford. They had fCarce caft anchor 
when the wind fuddenly veered, and 
drove them againft a fand-bank, 
which threw the veffel on her beam 
end. In this difmal fituation the 
captain’s fon was wafhed over-buard 
and the father, from an impulfe o 
filial affeftion, leaped after him, 
and endeavoured to fave his life; but 
failing in the laudable attempt they 
both unfortunately perifhed. The 
reft of the crew, confifting of three 
men, would have undoubtedly fhared 
the fame fate, had not three people 
in a {mall open boat, at the rifk of 
their lives, come to their affiftance, 

A woman and herchild, who had 
been webs cabin when the cataf- 
trophe happened, were fuppofed to 
have peril but two is three 
hours after, when the tide had ebbed 
fome of the people went back, and 
foung the child with fome marks of 
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life, but the mother apparent} 
They were iompdieny bro 
fhore, and by proper remedies and 
care were happily recovered, 
prefence of mind the woman difoo. 
vered, at a time when death ap 
inevitable, is truly amazing ; whey 
the water was ruthing in on ey 
fide, fhe did not confine her attent). 
tion to herfelf alone, but placing 
the child upon her fhoulder, ¢ 
to the higheft part of the cabin a 
there remained, (though the Water 
was upto her lips) till the tide ebbed, 
The veilel belonged to Glafgow 
and came from the Ile of Man ig 
ballaft. 

26. Mr. Quinton, one of the chief 
officers helonging to his majefty’s 
fhip the Guardian, which was pro. 
videntially faved by the bravery of 
thejr gallant commander captajn Ed. 
ward Riou, and twenty-one {ailors, 
are fafe arrived in town, T 
took their paffage on board a Du 
fhip bound fron: Batavia to Amfter, 
dam, which touched at the Ca 
The captain was léft at the Cape en. 
gaged in taking care of the in 
which he means to thip on board the 
firft homeward-bound Indiaman, 
Captain Kiou is expegted to come by 
the fame conveyance. Mr. Quinton, 
and thefe brave men have al 
made an offer of their fervices on 
board the Alexander now fitting out 
at Chatham. 

27.By the Union, captain Young; 
er, lately arrived from Jamaica, we 
learn, that a great part of the plants 
brought thither by the earl of Efhing- 
ham, had fucceeded beyond bis ex- 
pectation: a number of the gauy- 
rat feeds, which failed ip Liguanea, 
fucceeded in the botanical gardens 
here, viz. the wheat, barley, Ait 
mood rice, all the pulfe, and many 
others, A polyamjous plant, 
ducing both male and herm 
djte Rivas ftrongly refembling 4 

| : chefs, 
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in its habits and botani- 

ote and which has been 

y called the Max ofteem 
thrived finely, and pro- 

ome abundance of a pleafing fubacid 


fruit. 
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Life S publifhed a law for 


we the territorial judicatures 
which were annexed to great privi- 
leged houfes, exprefsly abolithing 
thole which belonged to the eftates 
ofthe queen, the houfe of Braganza, 
the fafantado, the military orders, 
ees, clergy of every denomi. 
pation, and other lordfhips and gran- 
tees, at the fame time feparatin 
the extenfive temporal jurifdiction o 
the archbifhop of Braga from the 
ecclefiaftical, and fubmitting all 
thefe feparate temporal privileges, 
which were exempted from the au- 
thority of the queen’s officers of juf- 
tice, to the jurifdiction of the courts 
of juftice, magiftrates, and officers 
belonging to the crown.— Lond. Gaz. 
29- Thurfday, Thomas Tyler, 
a man, who, for many years paft, 
had fubfifted as a notorious {windler, 
was tried at the Old Bailey, for utter- 
ing, knowing it to be forged, upon 
Margaret Cockburn, an inftrument, 
popeves to be a bill for rol. dated 
ol, mae 28, «790, drawn at fe- 
venteen daysfight, by James Lindfey, 
Briftol, upon William Fielder, mer- 
chant, at No. 2;, in Gun-ftreet, 
Spital-fields, and accepted by him. 
_ Mrs.Cockburn, who keeps a board- 
ing-{choo] at Newington, iwore, that 
the prifoner came to her, under a 
pretext of agreeing for the board of 
a child of his; fetiled with her as to 
the terms, paid the entrance money 
with this counterfeit bill, and re- 
ceived the difference. The child was 
to have been fent the next day, but 
never appeared, nor did the father, 


ll the faw him at Bow-ftreet. 


The queen of 
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Mr. Foreman, who was prefent 
at the tranfaction, corroborated this 
evidence, and added, that he went 
to No. 25, Gun-ftreet, Spital+fields, 
to obtain payment of the bill, but 
the houfe was fhut up, and, on en- 
quiry in the neighbourhoud, he could 
not learn that any perfon of the 
name of Fielder ever lived in it, 

The jury to the fatisfaction of the 
court, found the prifoner guilty; 
and by this verdict, they have efta- 
blifhed a point of the utmoft confe- 
quence to the commercial world, 
viz. thatthe writing of the accept- 
ances of perfons not in exiftence, 
anduttering them as real acceptances, 
is abfolute forgery. 

30. Edward Lowe and William 
Jobbins were tried for fetting fire to 
the dwelling-houfe of Mr. Francis 
Gilding, saint maker, in Alderf- 
gate-ftreet, on the 16th of May laft. 
ve age 20+ 

he principal evidence againft the 
prifoners was James Flindall, an ac- 
complice, who had been conviéted 
for ftealing goods at the fire. This 
man, who had been fentenced to 
tranfportation for this offence, caufed 
a letter to be written to Mr, alderman 
Skinner, offering to difclofe all the 
horrid particulars, provided he could 
have his majefty’s pardon. By the 
laudable exertions of that magiftrate, 
the two prifoners were, in confe- 
quence, apprehended ; and a pardon 
being obtained for Flindall, he 
was admitted an evidence for the 
crown, and difclofed a fcene of 
the moft deliberate and unparalleled 
villainy ; the objec of which was 
to fet fire to the premifes of Mr. 
Gilding, &c. for the fake of plun- 
der. The evidence of this man 
was fully corroborated by other wit- 
neffes;. and particularly by a Jew 
and his wife, who had bought fome 
filver {poons of Lowe, which the 
latter 
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Jatter acknowledged he had ftolen at 
the fire. ‘Ihe evidience for the crown 
being finifhed, with an ineffectual 
attempt toc ablifh an alibi in be- 
half of the prifoners, the reco:der 
next addre the jury. He ob- 
ferved, that this was an indiétment 
againft the prifoners at the bar, 
who were charged with the crime of 
arfon. It now became their duty 
to decide whether the prifoners fet 
fire to the houfe of Mr. Gilding. 
He thought it neceflary to make 
fome previous oblervations ; 
caufe this charge, if made out, was 
one of the moft atrocious crimes 
that had ever been brought into a 
court of juftice, namely, that of 
maliciovfly and wantouly fetting fire 
to a houle in a great metropolis 
like this, and endangering the lives 
of many perfons for the fake of a 
trifling plunder. Accrime fo atro- 
cious, ought to be well and fatis/ac- 
torily  yohiry And, faid his lord- 
fhip, 1 muft requett of you to try 
this caufe in the moft cnol and dif- 
onate manner | goon I take 
this opportunity of making an ob- 
fervation, becaufe I know no time 
when I can make it with fo much 
priety : a praétice has has ob- 
taine:| of late, « f publithing in fome 
of the public prints, accounts of 
ifoners before they are brought to 
this bar. Perhaps it might be your 
misfortune as it was mine, to have 
read in the public prints, accounts 
of a man who was yefterday con- 
vidted, The law fuppofes every 
ifoner tocome here an honeft man, 
and with a fair character, till he js 
convicted, and men are not to come 
here by og prints half convicted 
before they are tried. I therefore 
give this notice, that it is the opini- 
on of this court and of the judges, 
that the practice of anticipating the 
guils of others by loge ftories in 
new!papers, is highly imp Oper, ai d 
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is againft the law and Conttitutiog 
of this country. 1 do pot biam 
the magiftrates for this, becaufe i 
was done without their know) 
ge of practice in future wit 
in all probability draw down the 
vengeance of the law on all thos 
who are guilty of it, bya very fp. 
midable profecution. I do not knoe 
any cafe where the mind is fo apt to 
be inflamed by fuch publications, x 
in cafes of this fort. I re 
therefore, that you will not add t 
the evidence : it any thing, it ought 
to be the other way. For, as this 
offence is vaftly atrocious, if the 
prifoners are found guilty, the pus 
nifhment muft be as fevere as the 
law can infliét. If, therefore, there 
is any thing like doubt, it ought ts 
operate in favour, and not againg 
the prifoners. 

As to the law, I fhould tell you, 
that it is fufficient in a cafe of this 
fort, to prove that the prifoners ft 
fireto any houfe, which by com 
munication burned the houfe that is 
charged to be burned in the india 
ment, 

Mr. Recorder next made a num. 
ber of moft important obfervations 
on the fituation in which Jame 
Flindall, the accomplice, ftood ; and 
admonifhed the jury to be extremely 
cautious what degree of credit en 
gave him, except fo far as his tel 
tiinony was confirmed by the evb 
dence of the other witnetles for the 
profecution. He then obferved that 
the Jew and his wife ftood in no bet- 
ter ttuation than Flindall. They 
were knows receivers of ftelen 
goods; and of courfe were not ¢n- 
titled to morecredit by a jury, than 
an acomplice. 

The recorder fummed up the 
whole, by repeatedly requefting the 
jury that they would pay attention 
to every circumftance that was fe 
vour of the prifoners. If, po 
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weighing the whole of the evidence, 
they were fatisfied they were guilty, 


juftice to the public required that 


they thould fay fo by their verdict ; 
but if they thought there remained 
any reafonable doubt, the prifoners 


‘ought to have the benefit of that 


doubt, and they would acquit them. 

The jury confulted a few minutes, 
and gave their verditt—Guilty of 
the whole indiétment. 

The fame dav, Edward Ivory, 
James Smith, and James Rowyer, 
were capitally convicted of high 
treafon, for colouring bafe metal, to 
refemble fixpences. 


NOVEMBER. 


'r. Laft Monday, failed from St. 
Helen’s the following fhips, viz. 
Marlborough of 74 guns, rear ad- 
miral Cornifh ; Ocean, 74, capain 
Chamberlayne ; Culloden, 74, cap- 
tain Ford ; Cumberland, 74, cap- 
tain Macbride; Lion, 64, captain 
Finch ; Ardent, 64, captain Vaugh- 
an; Caftor, 32, captain Smith ; 
and Profelyte, 32. 

Canterbury, OF. 20. Yefterday 
morning, at ten o’clock, Mr. For- 
fter Powell, the celebrated pedef- 
trian, fet out from this city, to 
walk to St. Georyve’s church, South- 
wark, and back again, in twenty- 
four hours, for a wager of fixty 
guineas, At ten this morning Mr. 
Powell reached Canterbury within 
two miles, and confequently loft his 
wager, His failure was occafioned 
by miftaking the road through the 
darknefs of the night, and going 
round by Greenwich, where he fell 
down feveral times. He was brought 
the remainder of the way in a car- 
riage, very much exhaufted. A 
fibfcription has been fince raifed 
for him to the amount of 4ol. 

6. Intelligence isarrived in town, 
that Mr. M’Kendrie, who under- 


took, between two and three years 


ago, to penetrate from Moatreal 
to the ocean, has performed his en- 
terprize. He took acourfe north- 
weftward from Montreal, and reach- 
ed the ocean, according to his ob- 
fervation, about the 69th degree of 
northern latitude. In his track he 
found the country very unpromifing 
for trade, and very uninviting other- 
wife. . 

8. An exprefs arrived from Fal- 
mouth, with advice of the Tanker- 
ville packet being arrived at that 
place from Jamaica, She left that 
iiland on the 13th of September, 
and brings intelligence of a very fe- 
vere gale of wind having happened 
on the ft of September, between 
nine and ten in the morning: it 
came on from the fouth-eaft, and 
continued with flight variation, and 
but fhort intervals of calm for near 
three hours. The extreme heat 
which had been felt for two days 
preceding, the range of the thermo- 
meter being from 88 to g1, and the 
appearance of the heavens, indicated 
the approaching ftorm. In the early 
part of the morning there was a fort 
of folemn ftillnefs in the air, which 
was only now and then interrupted 
by fudden puffs of wind, that af- 
fected thofe who felt them with par- 
ticular fenfations of warmth and 
moifture. A fhort time before the 
gale commenced, the horizon pre- 
fented an appearance of gloom 
horror, and the wind fet in: tt 
wis accompanied with a torrent 
of rain, and blew with a violence 
that portended the moft direful 
effects, 

The wind keeping to the eaft and 
fouth-eaft, did very little mifchief 
in the town of Kingfton, in | 
down only a few flight fences, whic 
may be eafily repaired : the parithes 
which have fuffered moft were Weft- 
morland and Hanover. 

The 
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The damage fuftained by the vef- 
fels in the harbour was as follows : 
on fhore, the London, Robertfon ; 
Chance, Beaton; Surprife, Camp- 
bell; John, Cockran; ‘Three Sif- 
ters, Redburn; Adventure, Camp- 
beli; Kingfton, Mills; Holland, 
Edmonftone ; Holland, Kine ; 
Ann and Elifabeth, Blackwall; 
Rodney, Hardy—lof; Nancy, 
Mouldes, loft her ‘tern. 

10. This day,at Serjeant’s inn-hall, 
eleven of the judges confulted upon 
the cafe referved at the Old Bailey 
in September feflion laft, refpecting 
the indiétment againft Rhynwick 
Williams, commonly called the 
Moniter.—See page 26 

The queftions were, firft, whe- 
ther his having an intention to cut 
the perfon of Mifs Porter, and in 
carrying that intention into execu- 
tion, cutting the garments of that 
lady, is an offence within the ftatute 
of 6 Geo. I, c. 23. f. 11. on which 
he was conviéted ; the jury having 
in their verdi@ found, that in cut- 
ting her perfon be had thereby an 
intention to cut her garments? Se- 
condly, Whether the ftatute being 
in the conjunMive, * That if any 

rfon fhall affault another with an 
intent to cut the garment of fuch 
perfon, and fhall cut the garment 
of fuch perfon, then the offender 
fhall be guilty of felony ;’ and the 
indiétment in ftating the intention 
not having connected it with the 
act, by ioferting the words that he 
* then and there’ did cut her garment, 
could be fupported in point of 
form ? 

Nine of the eleven judges were 
of opinion that the offence, notwith- 
flanding the finding of the jury, 
was not within the ftatute, and that 
the indiétment was bad in point of 
form. This determination declares 


the offence to be only a mifdemcan- 
tar, 





. 
I P A I, [ November, 

11- Before lord Howe ftruck his 
flag, acopy of the following me. 
morandum was fent to the command. 
ing othicer of every fhip in the grand 
ficet. 

“MEMORANDUM, 

“ The Charlotie, Now. 11, 1790, 

“ "The commander in chief de. 
fires, previous to the feparation of 
the fleet, to make his public acknow. 
ledgements to the admirals, Captains, 
se other ofhcers, for the attention 
they have given to promote a degree 
of order and correctnefs in the cop. 
duct of the fervice, which he has 
never feen furpaffed. 

‘* And he is at the fame time to 
give teitimony to the highly me. 
ritorious behaviour of the inferior 
othcers and feamen, which does no 
lefscfedit totheir national charaéter, 

*“ ‘The officers of marines, and 
the officers of the troops ferving in 
the fleet, have an equal claim to the 
commander in chiet’s higheft com. 
mendation.”’ 

20. This morning, Edward Lowe 
and William Jubbins, the two ia 
cendiaries, were executed oppolite 
Mr. Gilding’s houfe in Alderigate- 
ftreet. They confefled the fact for 
which they fuffered.—Sve page 41. 

24. Francis Fonton, for forgery 
(Sie page 36) Thomas Tyler, for 
forgery ; aud Edward Ivory, James 
Smith, and James Rowyer, for 
coining (See pa ye 43.) were executed 
in the Old Baile *, Their behavi- 
our was fuitable to their unhappy 
fituation, 

25. A fhort time previous to 
the termination of Mr. Pickett’s 
mayoralty, he was met by the 
guard going on duty at the bank, 
and obliged to give way; upon 
which he demanded from the 
officer, by what authority he entered 
the city of London in military at 
ray; the reply was, by order of 
his commanding officer, whom he 
pamed j 
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; upon shiny, Mr. riches 
oper application to the 
aah re as by im referred to 
the fecretary at war, who ftated, that 
ats directions were re@cived from the 
fecretary of ftate Tor the home de- 
ment: an immediate interview 
took place between Mr, Grenville 
sod Mr. Pickett on the fubject, in 
which the latter gentleman fully 
fated, that the entry of troops 
within the jurifdi&ion of the lord- 
mayor was highly repugnant to the 
chartered rights of the city of Lon- 
don; and that the bank was in his 
opinion in perfect fecurity without 
their introduction. 

Mr. fecretary Grenville reverted 
to the danger the bank wasin during 
the riots in June 1780; and obferv- 
ed, that although all caufe of alarm 
might now be entirely done away, 
yet it was neceffary for public credit, 
that the bank fhould be deemed to 
be in the moft perfeét ftate of fecu- 
rity by the numberlefs foreigners 
who hold property to an immenfe 
amount in the Britifh funds; he 
further hinted, that if the meafure 
was pofitively infifted on, his ma- 
jefty’s minifters would, in all pre- 
bability, advile and exert their in- 
fluence with the directors, to remove 
the bank to Somerfet-place ; upon 
which the matter was finally drop- 
ped. 

Madrid, Of. 14. Advices have 
been received here, mentioning that 
the city of Oran on the coaft of 
Africa, has heen aloft entirely de- 
ftroyed by a violent earthquake, and 
that a confiderable part of its inha- 
bitants, as well as of the Spanifh 
garrifon, are faid to have perifhed 
m the ruins. Accounts have alfo 


been received from Carthagena of 
a fire, which happened a few days 
ago in that duck-yard, and which, 
belide doing other damage, has en- 
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fac) 
tirely confumed a new fhip of the 


line. Lond. Gaz 

Madrid, O&. 18. Kvices have 
been received here, fince thofe of 
the 14th, containing further par- 
ticulars of the calamities produced by 
the earthquake, which happened at 
Oran in the night of the 8th inftant. 
By thefe it appears that twenty fuc- 
cellive fhocks were felt at fhort! in- 
tervals, The whole city isdeftroyed, 
and a great part of the inhabitants 
and of the garrifon are buried under 
the ruins, Almoft all the forts which 
cover that place and its diftri@ are 
open or deftroved, fo as not to be 
in a fituation to refift an attack, 
The interior part of the garrifon is 
in ruins in many places, and the 
confiderable number of people who 
were wounded, and not aétualiv 
killed by this difafter, remained 
without affiftance. Jd, 


DECEMBER, 


13. Among the remarkable trials 
at the feffions at the Old Bailey, 
which ended yefterday, was that of 
John Etherington, who was capitall 
convicted for returning from tranf- 
portation, and alfo of a burglary in 
the houfe of baron de Wenzel, in 
Sackville-ftreet. With refpect to. 
the burglary, Elizabeth Petron de- 
pofed, that the was houfekeeper to 
baron de Wenzel, who refided part 
of the year at Paris, and part in 
London. While he was at Paris 
he let his houfe in London, and the 
witnefs was employed to take care 
of it till it was let. On the rf of 
December two gentlemen, one of 
whom was the prifoner, came with 
a double knock at the door, and 
alked the witnefs if the houfe was to 
be let ready furnifhed ; tu whieh the 
an{wered in the affirmative. They 
were admitted into the houfe, oe 
after 
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after viewing feveral of the rooms, 
faid they liked every thing very 
well. She then conduéted them to 


the garrets; the. prifoner went wp 
with her, but the other ftaid in the 
two pair of flairs room. When the 
came down ftairs with the prifoner, 
fhe obferved the parlour-door, which 
fhe had left open, was locked, and 
the keynot in it. She alfo found 
the ftreet door half open, and the 
other man gone away. ‘This creating 
afufpicionthat they were twothieves, 
the refolutely placed her back myo 
the ftreet-ioory feized the prifoner, 
and faid he muft give an account of 
the other mans): The prifoner upon 
this ftruck hefeviolently wpon the 
head with a ftick; and when the 
got the Rick from him, he beat her 
with his fift upomthe face and head, 
and knorckeda!l her teeth down her 
throat; -her head was all over blood, 
and terribly beat. She ther called 
her niece, a little girl, who was in 
the houfe, and defired her to go to 
the next door for aihitance, keeping 
all the while ‘hold of the prifoner. 
In the meantime, het {creams 
brought ‘her next door neighbour. 
The parlour door was then broke 
ypen, andthe property miffed; the 
value of which wasabout five pounds; 
and the prifoner was ficured. The 
judge obferved, thet if the prifoner, 
although notthe perfon who actually 
ftole the property, was aiding and 
affifting in the robbery, he was 
ger involved in the commiffion 
a capital-oifence. He then ad- 
dreffed the prifoner, pointing out 
the enormity of his offence, and 
advifed bim not to indulge any 
hopes of mercy. ‘ 
ohn Templeman and George 
Platt, two foldiers, were capitally 
convicted of extorting money from 
Mr. Heary Sharp, by threatening 
to accule him of a capital crime, . 
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John Hart and Robert Breez 
being in a certain fmuggling vel} 
called the Mary, were capitally éon. 
victed for wilfully and mali¢j 
firing at William Vitty and John 
Bunn, officers of ,his majefty’s cyt. 
toms, in the execution of their duty 
on board an open boat in the fea, 
and ‘ dangeroufly wounding John 
Harris, one of the feamen on board 
the faid boat. 

The fame dav, at the feffions. 
houfe in Clerkenwell-Green, Rhyn. 
wick Wilfiams,. whio had been pre. 
vioufly informed, at the Old Bailey, 
of the determination of the judges, 
(See p. 44) Was brought into court, 
and tried for. a mifdemeanor in af. 
fmulting ‘and wounding mifs Anne 
Porter. The circumftances, with 
additional evidence, were the fame 
as-ftated in page 26. After a,lon 
trial, he was found guilty. The 
next dav, he was tried for two fimi- 
lar affaults, and likewife found guilty, 
The cheirman then fentenced him to 
be imprifoned in Newgate two years 
for cach of the three offences, and, 
at the expiration of the term, to 
find fecurity for his good behaviour 
for feven years, himfelf in zocl..and 
two fecurities in 1ocl. each. 

Ed nburyh, Dee. 12. This day 
the high court of jufticiary met to 
determine the merits of the appeal 
from the circuit-court at Perth, in 
the trial of, Jolin Menzies trom 
Comric, for murder, on account 
of one of the juryinen beinz under 
2t years Of age. Their lordfhips 
decided in favour of the objeétion, 
The Jord advocate afterwards ap- 
plied to their lordfhips for a new 
warrant of commitment, which was 


granted, 


Bath, Dec. 15. Yefterday was 
held the anniverfary of the Bath 
Society for the encouragement of 
agriculture, arts, manufactures, and 
commerce, 








179°] 
when a much largernum- 
var of genelemen than ufual attend: 
ed, fifty of whom afterwards dined 
at the White Hart, where 
the dinner was férved up with ele- 
and decorum. One objeét 
which had excited much curiofity at 
this meeting was, the comparative 
thow of different kinds of fat fheep, 
intended to aid the enquiry, Which 
i« the race of fheep moft advanta- 
eons for general ftock, both in re- 
het of the carcafe “and the wool ? 
¢ theep were firit fhown alive, 
and afterwards dead, From this 
compirifon, an evident fuperiority’ 
wasarknowledged inthe finall-honed 
Liecéittrthire, and the South Down 
a _ 
“18! Yefterday, the Jord chief ba- 
ron ot Serjeant’s-inu, gave judgment 
i” Mr, Atkinfon’s cafe, The court 
of exchequer has confirmed the au- 
theniticity of his’ accounts with the 


vidtualling-board, as regilated by. 


the balance bill; but the commifhion 
of 4d. per quarter on the grain fur- 
nifhed from his own ftores is difal- 
lowed ; and if the atrorney-general 
craves an account of the fum fo dif- 
allowed, it is to be enquired into by 
the maffer. 

19. The feffions’ at the Old Bai- 
ley were held by adjournment from 
Monday !aft, when forty-nine capi- 
tal conviéts were brought to the 
bar, in confequence of a letter, un- 
der his maietty’s fign manual, to 
receive his majefty’s clemency, on 
condition of accepting the following 
propofals, to be tranfported to the 
eaft part of New South Wales, or 
fome one or other of the iflands 
adjacent, forty-five for jife, two for 
fourteen, and two for feven years. 
The behaviour of fome was very 
improper and unbecoming; for, in- 
ftead of thewing their gratitude to 
his majefty for faving their lives al- 
ready forteited to the law of their 
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country, they accepted it in fuch a 
manner as fhewed they were unwor- 
thy of it, infulting the court, and: 
crying out, “ Botany Bay for ever!" 
and ufing feveral other difrefpeatfal 
and infolent expreffions. 

20. The bill of indiétment pre- 
fented againft Mr. Anderfon for 
murder, in his unhappy meeting 
with Mr. Stephens, was unani- 
moufly thrown out, as frivolous 
and unfounded, by the grand jury: 
at Dover. See page 37. 

23. This morning, about five 
o’clock, a moft tremendous ftorm 
of thunder and lightning, with a 
very high wind, rain, and hail, ex- 
tended itfelf ‘over the metropolis, 
and continued with extreme vio- 
lence, for upwards-of half an hour. 
Several houfes were unroofed, &c. 
The lightning was uncommonly vi- 
vid; and great damage has been 
done in various parts, 

Among the various effects pro- 
duced in the vicinity of the metro- 
polis by the dreadful thunder ftorm, 
perhaps the following is riot the leaft 
fingular. Mifs Brooks, at the Fox, 
in Kingfand road, was exceedingly 
alanned by a-moft tremendous mh 
of thunder, which feemed to! fhake 
the hovfe from the foundation. The 
lightning, which was beyond defcrip- 
tion awful, entered her bed+room ta 
a zig-zag direction, and ftrongly im- 
pregnated the air with fulphureous 

articles. Her perfon received no 
injury, but her gown, which lay 
the bed fide, was perforated in 
many places that it refembled a cin- 
der-fieve, and the action of the elec 
tric fluid on the wires of her cap 
had made it as black as if it had 
been fufpended fome time from the 
roof ot a fmithy. 

Edinhurgh, Dec. 23. On Thurf- 
day laft arrived at Walker’s hotel 
Mr. Rafpe, the celebrated mines 
ralogift, who brings the pleafing 
accounts 
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accounts of his having difcovered a 
number of very valuable marble 


ies in the Weftern Ifles of Scot- 
land, whieh muft be of very great 
benefit not only.to that part of the 
country, but likewife to this, The 
marble is. beautiful and plentiful, 
and in alittle time it is ho we 
fhall have. no oceafion to fend to 
Italy for that article. A thip-load 
of it is arrived at Leith, and another 
almoft ready to fail with ftores and 

ifions for the workmen who are 
o laudably employed., Befides the 
difcévering of the marble, Mi. Rafpe 
has found many mines, which in a 
short period may be of the greateft 
advantage to this ifland. 

Dubiin, Decs 22. The Charle- 
mont packet failed on Wednefday, 
and had reached the bay of Dublin, 
when fhe was driven back by a vio- 
lent gale of wind; not long after a 
large Weft Indiaman went to. the 
bottom with her crew at the en- 
trance of that harbour. On Friday 
the weather became favourable, and 
the captain again proceeded to fea, 
having, during this interval, increafed 
his pailengers to the number of about 
120. He again had nearly made the 
= of Dublin, when a {ccond time 

was forced to put back. By this 
time, the uneaiinefs of the people 
became general, and the cabin paf- 

were very importunate with 

the mafter to land them at Holy- 
head, although he declared himfelf 
imperfectly acquainted with thecoatt, 
exhorted them to relinquifh their 
intentions, His mate, however, con- 
fdentof his own intimate knowledge, 
fucceeded in carrying the favourite 
point of the patlengers, and they ac- 
cordingly fteered thither: the confe- 
quences were fatal: the mate, de- 
ceived by fome lights, miftook his 
courte; the veffel {truck on one of 
the rocks which (kirt the Welch coaft,. 
foon after went to pieces, and fixteen 
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uns only efcaped the merci 
pri rt em 

Among thofe providentially fayea’ 

is the hon. captain Jones, fon tsa 
Ranelagh,who,when the veffe] 
fprung from her on the rock, and re. 
ceived no injury. Through the in. 
trepidity of this gentleman, and at 
imminent hazard to himfelf, a per. 
fon belonging to Mr, Aftley’s com. 
pany was refcued from a moft perilous 
fituation, being caught by capt, Jones, 
onthe return of a wave which eafhes 
him from the fame rock on which he 
had alfo leaped fiom the packet, 

About twelve ladies were on board, 
fome of whom, in expectation of af- 
fiftance, and under the horrors of 
death impending over them in fo 
terrible a form, clung round the 
fteward of the fhip, who, thus 
vented fram the poflibility of maki 
any efforts for his own prefervation, 
perifhed in their embraces, paar 
other paflengers were two Romi 
clergymen, one of whom efcaped, 
—The captain, by afcending the 
fhrouds, was landed in a place of 
fafety on the heeling of the vellel, 
and the mate has alfo efca but, 
we are informed, is imprifoned, for 
fome negligence of information, fa- 
tal, as is faid, to many who might 
have been faved on an earlier know- 
ledge of the ftate of the veffel. . 

The circumftances of thofe who 
furvived this dreadful event (every 
article but what remained on their 
backs being loft) were confiderably 
alleviated by the humane attention 
of captain Jones, whofe benevolence 
was as con{picuous in the hour of 
diftvefs, as his fortitude was in the 
moment of danger. 

Ejcurial, Nov. 22. The late x- 
counts received here from Oran fiate, 
that fhocks of an earthquake conti 
nued to be felt there till the zgth of 
October, and that there then re 


mained ftanding of the town = 
of- 
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ble force ; but, through the ex- 
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to the age of 104, her mother to that 


; fortifications only a part of the ex- ago, and he never fuffered himfelf 
terior walls. ‘The number of per- to be fhaved fince that period. His 
: fons who perithed by this calamity clef attendant, for many years patt, 
1 is eftimated at upwards of 2000, in- Wasa maiden daughter, now almoft 
: cluding 22 officers, and 304 private #0 years of age. He was chiefly 
7 foldiers belonging to the garrifon. fupported, of late, by the bounty of 
The number of the wounded has fone families in his neighbourhood, 
not yet been afcertained. and retained his health to the laft, 
The bey of Mafcara, in which a trifling defect in his eyes and hear- 
vince Oran is fituated, availed ing excepted.—At Crumlin, in Ire- 
imfelf of the diftreffed ftate of that land, aged toc, Mrs. Mary Tench. 
ifon, to attack it with a confi- Her father, Mr. Garret Tench, lived 
| 
} 


traordinary exertion of the remain- 
ing foldiery and inhabitants, he was 
sepulfed with great lofs, after three 
obftinate attacks, and compelled to 
retire from before the place. Lond. 
Gaz. 

28. This month died the follow- 
ing perfons, at very advanced ages, 
viz. William Napier, a day labourer, 
aged 10<, at Balerno, in Currie pa- 
rifh. His eldeft fon, who sone. $F 
the interment, was fo infirm through 
age, as to require to be fupported 
by two perfons. At Maryport, 
Cumberland, aged 107, Jof. Peale. 
This extraordinary perfon, who re- 
figned his breath in the fame cottage 
in which he received it, was appren- 
tice to a rope-maker in Whitehaven, 
in the reign of queen Anne. Be- 
ing imprefled, he ferved in the wars 
during her reign; he afterwards 
marned, and had twelve children 
by one wife, who died feveral years 





of 96, and her uncle, Mr. Andrew 
Tench, tothat of r1¢. She has left 
two lifters living, whofe ages added 
together make 1:70 years.——At 
Winall, near Coventry, aged 108, 
John Plover, more ufually known 
by the appellation of Old Blue-fkin. 
He lived as a fervant in the Beau- 
water family near so years, and af- 
terwards built himfelf a cottage at 
Winall, near the turnpike-road ; and 
though he could not then be by any 
means a young man, he lived to fee 
the trees he planted round it become 
large timber. He had feveral of his 
teeth when he died, and retained 
his memory to the laft. He obtained 
the name of Blue-fkin from having 
frequently, when a young man, been 
beaten black and blue; for being a 
hardy fellow, and having a good 
deal of fpirit, his body was feldom 
without bearing the marks of his 
adverfaries’ blows. 


The LONDON GENERAL BILL of 
CuntstTENninGs and Burtats from December 15, 1789, #0 December 14, 1790. 


Chrift Males 9706 , Males 9190) Decreafed in the Burials. 
— { Females eat Buried { Semules 3846 this Year 2711. 


Died under 2 Years 5877 | 20 and 30 = 1277 | 60 and 70 - 2238} 102--1 
tween zand 5 1948] 30 and 40 - 1733] 70 and 80 - 816] 103--f 
gand10 6748 | 40 and so - 1785 | 8o and go - 371} 105--f 
Toand 20 6640] s0 and 60 - 1548 | goamd 100 - 53] 107--1 
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accounts of his having difcovered a 
number of very valuable marble 
quarries in the Weftern Ifles of Scot- 
land, which muft be of very great 
benefit not only to that part of the 
country, but likewife to this, The 
marble is. beautiful and plentiful, 
and in alittle time it is hoped we 
fhall have. no occafion to fend to 
Italy for that article. A fhip-load 
of it is arrived at Leith, and another 
almolt ready to fail with ftores and 

vifions for the workmen who are 
o laudably employed.. Befides the 
difcdvering of the marble, Mr. Raipe 
has found many mines, which in a 
short period may be of the greateft 
advantage to this ifland. 

Dubiin, Dec 22. The Charle- 
mont packet failed on Wednefday, 
and had reached the bay of Dublin, 
when fhe was driven back by a vio- 
lent gale of wind; not long after a 
large Weft Indiaman went to. the 
bottom with her crew at the en- 
trance of that harbour. On Friday 
the weather became favourable, and 
the captain again proceeded to fea, 
having, during this interval, mereafed 
his pailengers to the number of about 
120. He again had nearly made the 
or of Dublin, when a {ccond time 

© was forced to put back. By this 
time, the uneaiinefs of the people 
became general, and the cabin paf- 
fengers were very importunate with 
the mafter to land them at Holy- 
head, although he declared himfelf 
erate eee with thecnaft, 
and exhorted them to relinquifh their 
intentions. His mate, however, con- 
fdentof hisowa intimate knowledge, 
fucceeded in carrying the favourite 
point of the patlengers, and they ac- 
cordingly fteered thither : the confe- 
quences were fatal: the de- 
ceived by fome lights, miftook his 
courte; the veffel {truck on one of 
the racks which tkirt the Welch coafty 
jon alter Went to pieces, and fixteen 
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perfons only efca the mercilely 
element. Ped 


Among thofe providentially faved, 
is the hon. captain Jones, fon to lord 
Daneraghepo, when the veffel ftruck, 


{prung from her on the rock, and re. 
ceived no injury. Through the ip. 
trepidity of this gentleman, and at 
imminent hazard to himfelf, a per. 
fon belonging to Mr, Aftley’s com. 
pany was refcued froma moft perilous 
fituation, being caught bycapt, Jones, 
onthe return of a wave which ated 
him from the fame rock on which he 
had alfo leaped fiom the packet, 

About twelve ladies were on board, 
fome of whom, in expectation of al- 
fiftance, and under the horrors of 
death impending over them in fo 
terrible a form, clung round the 
fteward of the fhip, who, thus 
vented fram the poflibility of making 
any efforts for his own prefervation, 
perifhed in their embraces. Amon 
other pafiengers were two Romi 
clergymen, one of whom efta 
—The captain, by afcending the 
fhrouds, was landed in a place of 
fafety on the heeling of the veflel, 
and the mate has ali efcaped, but, 
we are informed, is imprifoned, for 
fome negligence of information, fa- 
tal, as is faid, to many who might 
have been faved on an earlier know- 
ledge of the ftate of the veffel. 

The circumftances of thofe who 
furvived this dreadful event (every 
article but what remained on their 
backs being loft) were confiderably 
alleviated by the humane attention 
ef captain Jones, whofe benevolence 
was as confpicuous in the hour of 
diftvefS, as his fortitude was in the 
moment of danger. 

Ejcurial, Now. 22. The late x- 
counts received here from Oran fate, 
that fhocks of an earthquake cont 
nued to be felt there till the zgth of 
October, and that there then re 


mained ftanding of the town ~ 
of- 
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fortifications only a part of the ex- 


terior walls. The number of ere 
fons who perifhed by this calamity 
is eftimated at upwards of 2000, in- 
cluding 22 officers, and 304 private 
foldiers belonging to the garrifon. 
The number of the wounded has 
not vet been afcertained. 

The bey of Mafcara, in which 

vince Oran is fituated, availed 

imfelf of the diftreffed ftate of that 
ifon, to attack it with a confi- 
serable force ; but, through the ex- 
traordinary exertion of the remain- 
ing foldicry and inhabitants, he was 
sepulfed with great lofs, after three 
obftinate attacks, and compelled to 
retire from before the place. Lond. 
Gaz. 

28. This month died the follow- 
ing perfons, at very advanced ages, 
viz. William Napier, a day labourer, 
aged 10, at Balerno, in Currie pa- 
rith. His eldeft fon, who attended 
the interment, was fo infirm through 
age, as to require to be fupported 
by two perfons..—— At Maryport, 
Cumberland, aged 107, Jof. Peale. 
This extraordinary perfon, who re- 
figned his breath in the fame cottage 
in which he received it, was appren- 
tice to a rope-maker in Whitehaven, 
in the reign of queen Anne. Be- 
ing imprefled, he ferved in the wars 
during her reign; he afterwards 
married, and had twelve children 
by one wife, who died feveral years 
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avo, and he never fuffered himfelf 
to De fhaved fince that period. His 
chief attendant, for many years patt, 
was a maiden daughter, now almoft 
%o years of age. He was chiefly 
fupported, of late, by the bow ty of 
fome families in his neighbourhood, 
and retained his health to the laft, 
a trifling defeé in his eyes and hear- 
ing excepted.—At Crumlin, in Ire- 
land, aged roe, Mrs. Mary Tench. 
Her father, Mr. Garret Tench, lived 
to the age of 104, her mother to that 
of 96, and her uncle, Mr. Andrew 
Tench, tothat of r1¢. She has left 
two fifters living, whofe ages added 
together make 1:70 years.——At 
Winall, near Coventry, aged 108, 
John Plover, more ufually known 
by the appellation of Old Blue-fkin. 
He lived as a fervant in the Beau- 
water family near 50 years, and af. 
terwards built himfelf a cottage at 
Winall, near the turnpike-road ; and 
though he could not then be by any 
means a young man, he lived to fee 
the trees he planted round it become 
large timber. He had feveral of his 
teeth when he died, and retained 
his memory to the laft. He obtained 
the name of Blue-fkin from having 
frequently, when a young man, been 
beaten black and blue; for being a 
hardy fellow, and having a good 
deal of {pirit, his body was feldom 
without bearing the marks of his 
adverfaries’ blows. 
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BIRTHS ia the Year 1790 


Yanuary 1. Lady of lord Comp- 
ton, a fou and heir. 

3» Lady of fir Watts Horton, 
bart. a fon. 

21. Lady of fir Thomas Which- 
cote, bart. a fon. 

Feb. g. Lady of Reginald Pole 
Carew, efg. M. P. a daughter. 

17. Lady Catherine Rodney, a 
fon. 

—. Lady Warren, a daughter, 

22. Countefs of Aylestord, a 
daughter. 

23. Lady Apfley, a fon and heir. 

—. Lady Charlotte Dundas, a 
daughter. 

arch 3- Lady of fi 
rymple, bart. a daughter. 

s. Lady of Dr. George Pretty- 
man, bifhop of Lincoln, a ton. 

g. Lady of fir George Chetwynd, 
bart. a fon. 

1s. Lady of fir Henry Calder, 


Hugh Dal- 


bart. a fon. 

-, Lady of Nathaniel William 
\ ‘ ‘% 4 * *) " is 

v FANAL, Clq. ‘ie fb. a ClaUYIITCr. 


16, Lady ot fir John Irederick, 
bart. a daught 

Lately, lady Lovaine, a fon. 
¢prid iz. Vifcountels Falmouth, 
a lon. 

23. Lady Willoughby de Erefby, 
my dau rhite i. 


23. l. i» of the hon. hic uf. col. 
Fane, a fon. 
—. Hon. Mrs. Magens Dorrien, 


a daughter. 
Mary S. | ad 
lon. 
tc. Lady of fi lohn Rous bar 
a dauehrer, 


7 
. 


t. Duchefs of Devonthire, a fon 


2 
} 
al d ‘* ‘* ar 


aris. 
Lete'v, hon. Mis. Clifford, of 
> , , . 
New Paik. tr merict, a ton and 


heir. 


iL NP is I ady 


of til \\ itty m by u- 


iS Oat. a fon 
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14- Lady Haddo, a fon, 
23- Lady of fir John Shaw, ban, 
a daughter. 
24. Lady of fir Alexander Purvis, 
bart. a fon. 
Fuly 2. Her Sicilian maiefty : 
“ . . , 
rince, baptifed Leopold, Joby 
ie &e, P 
7+ Lady Louifa Macdonald, 
daughter. 
—,. Counteis of Glafgow, adaugh. 
ter. 
1g. Lady of Thomas Steele, ch, 
M. p. a daughter. 
Aug. 3. Countefs of Harrington, 
a fon, 
4. Lady of the hon. Lewis Wat. 
fon, a daughter, 
>» Lady of Samuel Smith, ef, 
M. P. a fon. 
Lady Charlotte Lenox, a 
daughter. 
16, Lady of John Cox Hippefley, 
efq. M. P. a fon and heir. 
ze. Lady ot George Augufty 
lord North, a fon. 


bk 


2. Lady Arden, a daughter, 

Lately, lady M. Sinclair, a fon, 

Spr. 17. Lady of Henry Piel, 
ely. M. P. a fon. 

18. Lady of fir David Carnegie, 
bart. a daughter. 

»2. Lady of fir 
bart. a daughter. 

24. Lady of ic in A nftruther, 
efq. M. P. a fon. 

20. Lady of 
Rodney, a fon. 

Oc. 4. Countefs of Lauderdae, 
a daughter. 

Lady of fir George Augulivs 
William Shuckburgh, bart. a daugo- 
ter. ' 

8. Lady of fir William Cunning- 
hany bart. a fon. 


John Tngiulby, 


the hon. colonel 


* 
) 


e 


5. Lady of fir james Colquhoun, 
bart. a daught re 

16. Lady Grace Doug!as, 3 10% 

re. Countets Delaware, a daug 
ter, whi after. 


1. Lat} 
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Lately, Lady Charles Somerfet, 


hter. 
: "Brady of fir Henry Dathwood, 


aughter. 
< e ‘Lady of a Bland 
, M. P. ‘a daughter. 
Burges Oo is of C eal a fon. 
Dee. ¢. Lady of George Sumner, 
ef. M. P. a fon. 
6, Lady Stourton, a fon. 
7. Lady Compton, a fon. 











“MARRIAGES in the Year 1799. 


Yanuary t. Hon. and rev. Charles 
Lindfay, to mifs Fydell, of Bofton, 
in Lincolnfhire. 

4. The duke of Dorfet, to mifs 
Cope, daughter of lady Hawkel- 
bury. 

Z. Hon. Henry Fitzroy, to lady 
Anne Welley, fifter of the earl of 
Mornington. 

6. Captain Sutherland, of the 
navy, to mifs Louifa Colebrooke, 
daughter of fir George Colebrooke, 
bart. 

—. Hon. Stephen Digby, to mifs 
Gunning, daughter of fir Robert 
Gunning, bart. and maid of honour 
to her majefty. 

—. Thomas Langford Brooke, 
efy. of Mere, in Chethire, to mifs 
Broughton, daughter of the rev. fir 
Thomas Broughton, bart. 

—- Kobert Gregory, efq. nephew 
of Mark Gregory, efg. M. P. for 
Newton, to mifs Brograve, of Wor- 
ited, Norfolk. 

20. Rev. J. Jones, D. D. reétor 
of Shipltone upon Stour, to vifcoun- 
tels dowager Afhbrook. 

__23- Owen Wynne, efq. M. P. for 
vligo, to lady Sarah Cole, daughter 
of the earl of Enoitkillen. 

29. Edward |ervis Ricchatts, efq. 
to the hon. mils Twifleton. 

Lately, George earl of Errol, to 
mils Blake. daughter of J. Blake, 
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efq. of Ardfry, in the county of 
Galway. 

Fi}. 6. John Spencer, efq. eldeft 
fon of lord Charles Spencer, to lady 
Elizabeth Spencer, daughter of the 
duke of Marlborough. 

Mar. 3. Hon. John George Mon- 
tagu, eldeft fon ot vifcount Hinchin- 
broke, to mifs Beckingham, daugh- 
ter of Stephen Beckingham, eiq. 
of Portmanefquare. 

Ss yee Calcraft, efq. M. P. to 
miis Elizabeth Hales, daughter of 
the late fir Thomas Pym Hales, 
bart. 

22. Hon. Edward Foley, to mifs 
Hodgetts, of Preftwood., 

26. Rev. Jofeph Townfhend, to 
lady Lydia Clerke. 

27. Captain Freemantle, to the 
hon. miis Catherine Ongley, daugh- 
ter of the late lord Onyley. 

April 6. Captain Thomas Poplet, 
te mifs Louifa Bayly, daughter of 
the fate fir Nicholas Bayly, bart. 
and fitter to the earl of Uxbridge. 

13. Hon. John Thomas Townf- 
hend, eldeft fon of vifcount Sydney, 
to the hon. mifs Southwell, daugh- 
ter of the late lord Clifford, of Ap- 
pleby. 

26. Hon. Henry Dillon, to mifs 
Trant. 

May 3. Edward Hay, efq. to the 
hon, mifs Maria Murray, daughter 
of the late George lord Elibank. 

112 Colonel Loftus, to lady Eli- 
zabeth Townfhend. 

Lately, hon. capt. Peregrine Ber- 
tie, fe miis Hutchins, of Yattenden, 
Berks. 

June 2. Hon. and rev. Archibald 
Hamilton Cathcart, to mifs Frances 
Henrietta Freemantle. 

12. Wyndham Knatchbull, efg. 
to mnifs Knatchbul]l, fitter of fr Ed+ 
ward Knatchbull, bart. 

1s. Edward Lockwood Percivall, 
ej. fun of the rev. Edward Locks 


(ID 2) wood, 
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wood, to mifs Mansiers Sutton, 
dawghter of the late lord George 
Manners Sutton. 

22. Henry Methold, efq. to mifs 
Eden, daughter of fir Johw Eden, 
bart. 

26. Marquis de Choifeul, to mifs 
Dawkin, only daughter of the late 
William Dawkin, efq. of Kirlywch, 
Glamorganthire. 

26. Rev. John Moiefworth, bro- 
ther to fir William Molefworth, 
bart. to mifs Catherine St. Aubyn, 
fifter of fir John St. Aubyn, bart. 

30. Sir William Wake, bart. to 
mife Sitwell, daughter of Francis 
Sitwell, efq. of Renfhaw Hall, Des- 
bythire. 

July 1 Charles Yorke, efq. M-. P. 
for Cambridgefhire, to mifs Man- 
ningham, daughter of Charles Man- 
ningham, efq. of Thorpe, in Surry. 

. Captain Nugent of the navy, 
to Mrs. ohnftene, rehiét of the late 
commodore Johnftone. 

a4. Marquis Graham, to Indy 
Caroline Maria Montagu, filter of 
the duke of Manchefter. 

—. William Parker Hammond, 
efq. of Halimg-Ho, Surry, to milfs 
Carr, daughter of fir Robert Carr, 
bart. of Hampton, 

Lately, Captain Stapleton, bro- 
ther to lord Le Defpencer, to mils 
Keppel. 

28. Robert Hyde, efq. grandfon 
to the late earl of Anglefey, to mifS 
Graham, of Southwark. 

29- Hon. and rev. Thomas Wat- 
fon, to mifs Ann Shepley Green, of 
Stratford, in Effex. 

—. Mr. Dugald Stewart, prafef- 
for of moral philofophy in the ani- 
verfity of Edinburgh, to mifs Helen 
D'Arcy Cranftoun, daughter of the 
late hon. George Cranftoun. 

31. Prince Royal of Denmark, 
to the princefs Maria, eldeft daugk- 
ter of prince Charles of Hefle Caflel. 
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Aug. 6. William Trenchard, ef 
of Wolveton, Dorfet, to lady Hefter 
Amelia De Burgh, fifter of the mar. 
quis of Clanrickarde. 

7 wee 4 James Cholmondeley, 
efg, to mifs Pitt, fifter of Williag 
Morton Pitt, efq. M. P. 

—. Sir Grithth Boynton, bart, tp 
mis Parkhurft. 

1o- Hon. Spercer Perceval, t 
mifS Jane Wilfon, daughter of fg 
‘Fhomas Spencer Wilfon, bart. 

14. Archduke Francis, hereditary 
~ nce of Hungary and Bohemia, to 

onna Maria Therefa, eldeft daugh- 
ter of his Sicifian majetty. 

—. Ferdinand, great duke of Tuf. 
cany, fecond fon of his Hungarian 
majefty, to Donna Maria Louifa, fe. 
cond daughter of his Sicnian majefty, 

15. Benjamin Jennings, efq. to 
the vifcountefsdowayer Dudley and 
Ward. 

28. Sw Charles Afgill, bart. to 
mifs Jemima Sophia Ogle, daughter 
of adiniral fir Chaloner Ogle. 

Sept. 4~ John Lowther, efq. to 
lady Elizabeth Fane. 

5. Hon. George Annefley, to the 
hon. mifs Anne Courtenay. 

8. Sir Edward Hales, bart. to 
Mrs. Palmer. 

9. Hon. Tohn Eliot, to mif 
Yorke, fifter of the earl of Hard- 
wicke, 

11. Rev. Thomas Clarke, vicar 
of Hull, to mifs Wilberforce, fitter 
of William Wilberforce, efg. M. Ps 

20. Dr. Stewart, of Southampton, 
to lady Shelly. 

25. Charles Bridges Woodcock, 
e{y. of Brentford, to mifs Anne 
Crofbie, daughter to the hon. and 
rev. Maurice Crofbie, dean of Li- 
merick. 

O&. 4. Lord Shuldham, to Mrs 
Harcourt, of Englefield Green. 

5. Rev. Mr. Baffett, brother to 
fir Francis Baffett, to mifs Mary 
Wingfield, 
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Wingfield, miece to lady St. Au- 
byn. 
. Chriftopher 
god fon . fir Philip Mufl- 
ave, bart. to the hon. mifs Archer, 
econd daughter of the late lord Ar- 
cher, of Amberfale, in Warwick- 


ae Earl of Donegal, to mifs Bar- 


bara Godfrey. 

14. Charles George Augutftus, he- 
seditary prince of Brunfwick, to the 
princefs Frederica Louifa M ilhel- 
mina, daughter of the prince of 
Orange. 

ms, John Wharton, efq. M. P. 
to mifs Sufan Lambton., daughter 
of general Lambten. ; 

18. Michael Stanhope, efg. firft 
couGr to the earl of Cheiterfield, to 
mifs S, Hamilton, of Edimburgh. 

Now. 3 ‘Thomas Bligh, nephew 
to the late general Bligh, to lady 
Theodofia Isligh, Sifter to the earl 
of Darnley. 

13. Lieut. col. Couffmaker, to 
the hon. mifs Sowthwell,. fifler to 
lord Clifford. 

Dec. 5. Capt. Clive, tothe hon. 
mifs Archer, voungeft daughter of 
the late lord Archer. 

14. Sir Edward William Crofbie, 
bart. ta Mrs. Dodd, daughter of 
lady Hefter Weftenrae. 

—. William Manfell, efq. eldeft 
fon of fir William Manfell, bart. to 
mifs Bell, daughter of John bell, 
efg. of Harefield. 


Mufgrave, ofa: 








DEATHS ix the Year 1700. 


i? 


January 2. Major gen. M*Nab, 
colonel of the gift regiment of foot. 

3+ Anthony earl of Meath. 

Lately, Mrs, browne, wife of 
Henry browne, efg. and aunt to the 
marchionefs of Buck ng am. 

7+ Hon. Mrs, Jean Anftrutker, 

er to lord Newark, 
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11. John Burnell, ef. alderman 
of Aldgate Ward, lord mayor in 


1738. 
12. Sir William Nairne, bart. 

Lately, at Lyons, fir William 
Meredith, bart. formerly M. P. for 
Liverpool. 

Hon. Charles Frederick Ramfay, 
uncle to the Jate earl of Dalhoufie. 

13. Mrs. Boett, lady of Charles 
Brett, efq. M. P. 

—. Matter Brydves Obrien Gor. 
don, only fon of fir Adam. Gordon, 
bart. 

18. Thomas Ewer, efy. M, P, 
for Dorchefter. 

zc. At Cherfon, John Howard, 
efq. the celebrated philanthropift. 

23. Lady dowager Gray. 

26. Mrs. Eyre, grandmother of 
the earl of Maffareene. 

Fvd. 1. Chaloner Chute, efq. fe- 
cond fon of Thomas Lobb Chute, 
efq. of the Vine, Hants. 

4- Hon. and rev. James Talbot, 
a prieft of the church of Rome, and 
uncle to the car} of Shrewfbury, 

5+ | hecelebrated William Cullen, 
M. D. 

10. Hon. John Lyttelton, fon of 
lord Weftcote. 

11. Ferdinando Stanhope, efq. 
uncle to the earl of Chefterfield. 

1.. Lady of fir Hungerford Hof- 
kins, bart. 

2.. The emperor Jofeph IT. 

25. Jane lady Lindores, dowager 
of the late geneval Alexander lord 
Linderes. 

26. Admiral fir Jothua Rowley, 
bart. 

Merch 7. Vifcountefs Chetwend, 

4- Dr. Samuel Lialitax, ufhop of 
St. afaph. 

6. Sir Charles Erfkise, bart. o 
Cambo. 

- dir John Coghw!, bart. of Cog- 
hill-hatl, Yorkthie. 
g. Lady Augui= t itzgerald, young- 
eft daughter of the duke of Leintters 
(D 3) —. Mis. 

















































—, Mrs. [bert, relict of William 
bert, efq. and great aunt to vifcount 
Courtenay. 

The lady of George Darby, 
ef. rear-admiral of Great Britain. 

‘16. Robert Adair, efq. furgeon- 
general to the army, and brother- 
in-law to the late earl of Albemarle. 

21. Anthony Addington, M. D. 
father of the right hon. Henry Ad- 
dington, f{peaker of the houfe of 
commons. 

23. Lady Geraldina Fitzgerald, 
third daughter of the duke of Lein- 
fter, 

26. George Darby, efq. rear-ad- 
miral of Great Britain. 

Lately, Dr. Charies Jackfon, bi- 
fhop of Kildare. 

31. Lady Catharine Bourke,daugh- 
ter of the earl of Mayo, 

April 2. Countefs of F ‘auconberg. 

. George Haftings, efq. fon of 

Mr. “Hattings, of Folkftone, the fup- 

fed claimant of the earldom of 
Savoringdon. 

11. Sidi Mahomet, emperor of 
Morocco. 

12. Hon, Charlotte Boyle Wal- 

a m, reliét of the late hon. capt, 

bert Poyle Waltingham. 

. Mifs Ann Maria Bouverie, 
dougie of the hon, Bartholomew 
Bouverie. 

_—, Hugh fecond lord Matiey, 

The celebrated Dr, Benjamin 
Franklin. 

May 2. Rev. Martin Madan, D.D. 

author of Thelypthora. 

+6, Philip earl of Hardwicke. 

. Rev. Thomas Warton, B. D. 
poet ‘Qureat, 

—,. Stephen earl of Mount Ca- 
Shell, 

20. Geovge duke of Montagu : 
the title extine?, 

Lately, the countefs of Orkney 
and Inchiquin. ; 

Jure 9. Admira\ fir John Lock- 
bart Rok, bart, 


* 


(54) DE *A“T -HS. 





(1799, 


Tune George Jennin 
MiP foo Theol ennnes 
12. Lieut. gen. John Pomeroy, 

14. Mary Therefa, countels’ of 
Ilchefter. 

18. Hon. and rev. ‘we Murray, 
dean of Killaloe in Ireland, uncle 
to the duke of Athol. 

23. Mrs. He‘ter Fitzmaurice, re. 
lict of John Fitzmaurice, efq. uncle 
to the marquis of Lan{down, and 
fifter to lord Weficote. 

28. Dominic Trant, brother-in. 
law to lord Fitzgibbon, lord chan. 
me of Ireland. 

- Hon. capt. Peregrine Bertie, 
M. P. for Oxtord. 

30. Major general William Roy, 
colonel of the 24th regiment of 
foot, 

July 6. George Auguftus Eliott, 
lord Heathfield of Gibraltar. 

12. Chriftian, lady dowager of 
Donald, fifth lord Reay, 

Lately, mifs W ykham, daughter 
of William Humphrey Wykbam, 
efq. and niece to viicount Wea. 
man. 

14. The celebrated marfhal Lau- 
~— 

- Adam Smith, LL. D. author 
of | ‘ ‘The Importance of the Wealth 
of Nations’, and * The Theory ot 
Mora! Sentiments,’ 

zo, Rev. fir Peter Rivers Gay, 
bart. prebendary of Winchefter. 

22. Sir Banks Jenkinton, bart, 
nephew to lord Hawkibury. 

30. Hon. mifs Fitzgibbon, daugh- 
ter of the lord chancellor of les 
land, 

31. James Cranftoun, efq. a cap 
tain in the navy. 

Lately, fir Thomas Skipwith, bart. 

ug. 4. Francis earl of Guiltord. 

10. Lady Anne Paterfon, wife of 
fir John Paterfon, bart, and daugh- 
ter of the earl of Marcnmonrt. 

—. Catherine countels dawaget 
of Plymouth, 
. 13 Hea, 
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bart. 


23. Hon. Charles Foley, eldett 
fon of lord Foley. 

Lately, Philip Dundas, efq. bro- 
ther to the lord advocase of Scot- 


land. 


28. Lady Blayney, mother of the 
countefs of Clermont. 
29. Jane, dowager of Alexander 


lord Bantt. 


30. Sir Thomas Durrant, bart. 
t. 1. General Jofeph Smith. 
3. Charlotte countefs dowager of 


Clarendon. 


. Lady of fir George Glyn, bart. 
—. Archibald vifcount Gosford. 
13. Lady ot Sir John Orde, bart. 
14. Hon, lieut. gen. Philip Sher- 


rard. 


18. His royal highnefs Henry 
Frederick duke of Cumberland. 

23. William duke of Montrofe. 

25+ Sir John Moore, bart. 

O4, 4. Sir Bellingham Graham, 
of Norton Conyers, bart. 

§- Lady Mary Ann Pleydell Bou- 
verie, eldeft daughter of the earl of 


Radnor. 


8. Edward earl of Oxford. 

—. Prince Henry, eldeft fon of 
Prince Ferdinand of Pruffia. 

_ 13. Stephen Metcalfe, efg. a lieut. 
in the navy, and brother-in-law to 
the earl of Uxbrid ge, 

David d’Aguilar, efg. uncle to 
the hon, admiral Keith Stewart. 

17, Mynheer Henry Fagel, Gref- 
fier to the States General of the 
United Provinces. 

22. Hon. James Browne, uncle to 
the earl of Altamont. 

30. Mr. John Edwin, the cele- 
brated come 

31. Lord James Manners, brother 
to Johu third duke of Rutland, 


Hon. lady Armytage, daugh- 
f lord Suffield, 

a Auguftine Carlini, the cele- 

brated ftatuary, aud keeper of the 


al Academy. 
_ Lady of Gr Jofeph Mawbey, 
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- Nov. §. Sir Hildebrand Jacob, 
bart. 

6. John Thornton, ef. father to 
the members for Southwark, Col- 
chefter, and Hull. 

10. Lieut. Gen. John Douglas, 
col. of the sth regiment of dragoon 
guards, 

12. Thomas Lobb Chute, efg. 
father of William Chute, efq, M. P. 
for Hants. 

20. Hon. William Fellowes Wal- 
lop, fon of the earl of Portfmouth. 

29. William Brabazon, efq. uncle 
to the earl of Meath. 

—. Hon. john George Montagu, 
grand{on of the earl of Sandwich, 

Lately, Dorothy, dowager of 
John, fecond vifcount Lifburne. 

30. Sir Hugh Dalrymple, bart. 

Dec. 1. George Mathew, efq. 
uncle to lord Landaff, 

2. John earl of Mayo. 

4+ Lady of fir Nigel Grefley, 
bart. 

5- Jane duchefs of Athol. 

—. Lady Kagelton. 

11. Sir Samuel Hannay, bart. 

M. P. for Camelford, 

16. Vice-admiral John Campbell. 

20. Elizabeth duchets of Argyll 
and Hamilton. 

26. Dr. Hugh Smith, of Strat- 
ford, in Effex. 

—. Maria Therefa duchefs of 
Modena. 





teed 


PROMOTIONS /n the Year 1750. 


January 12. John earl of Chat- 
ham, Richard Hopkins, efg. Charles 
George lord Arden, Samuel lord 
Hood, Robert vifcount Belgrave, 
the hon. John James Townfhend, 
and Alan Gardner, efq. to be lords 
of the admiralty. 

13- Hon. mifs Julia Digby 
Maid of honour to her majefty. 

16. William Bellingham, efg.—A 
commiflioner of the navy. 

(D 4, —, Francis 
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—. Francis Stephens, ef9.— Com- 
miffioner of the victualling office. 

3c. Major or Thomas Stir- 
ling, to be col. of the 4rft regt. of 
foot. 

/eb.20. Henry Hamilton, efq. 
to be governor of the Bermuda 
iflands. 

March, 3. Vilcount Falmouth, 
and the hon. Dudley Ryder—Privy- 
counfellors. 

6. Right hon. William Wynd- 
ham Grenville, William Pitt, and 
Henry Dundas, Conttantine John 
lord Mulgrave, lord Frederick 
Campbeli, and the right hon. Dud- 
ley Ryder—Commifhioners of the 
aifairs of India. 

g. Earl Harcourt—Mafter of the 
horfe to the queen. 

is. Dr. William Elack—Firft 
phyfician to his majefty in Scotland. 

1s. Watkin Williams, efq. lord 
lieutenant of Merionethfhire. 

15. Edward Bofcawen Frederick, 
efy.--Standard bearer to hismajefty’s 
band of gentlemen penfioners. 

16. Lord Walfingham and the 
earl of Chefterfield—Poftmafter- 
general. 

17~ John James earlof Abercorn, 
to be governor of the counties of 
Donegaland Tyrone. * 

20. ows Hunter, efq.—Surgeon 
geneial of thearmy, and infpector 
of the regimental hofpitals. 

—. Thomas Keate, efq.—Sur- 
geon of Chelfea-hofpital. 

31. Charles Henry Talbott, efq. 
of Belfaft—a baronet 

April 3. John Buller, and Ro- 
bert Nicholas, efq.—Commiffioners 
of excife, 

—. Lord Henry John Spencer, 
fecretary of embaily to the ftates 
a of the United Provinces— 

inifter plenipotentiary to their 
high mightinedls. 

6. Sir Alexander Hood, K. Bi 
Rear admiral of Great Britain, 
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[April 


—. Dr. Lewis Bagot, bij 
Norwich—Bithop of St. Afaph, 

16. Robert Barry, Maurice 
pinger, William Prefton, Charles 
Ofborne, and Richard Moore, ¢ 
Commiffioners of appeals in Ire. 
land. 

17. George Hammond, efq.— 
fecretary of legation at Copenhagen, 

May, 1. Colonels George Hotham 
David Dundas, Adam Williamfon, 
Robert Abercromby, Gerard Lake, 
Thomas Mufgrave, Jofeph Gore. 
ham, Guftavus Guydickens, John 
Manfell, George Morgan, Alexa. 
ander Stewart, James Coates, Ral 
Dundas, Richard Whyte, Alured 
Clarke, and James Hugonin—Ma. 
jor-generals. 

8. Dr. George Horne, to be bithop 
of Norwich. 

22. Earl Gower, to be ambaffa. 
dor extraordinary and plenipotenti- 
ary to the court of France. 

25- Right hon. Wm. Pitt—High 
fteward of the univerfity of Cam- 
bridge. 

28. Earl Gower,—A privy coun 
fellor. 

zc. Charles Oakley, efg.-A 
baronet. 

—. Archibald Cockburn, efq.—A 
baron of the exchequer in Scotland, 

George Buchan Hepburn, eq, 
— Judgeof the admiralty court in 
Scotland. 

3:- Dr. William Cecil Pery, bi- 
fhop of Limerick—Baron of Glent- 
worth, in Ireland. 

— Mrs. Margaretta Fofter, wife of 
the right hon, John Fofter—Baro- 
nefs of Oriel in Ireland. 

—. George Agar, efq.—Baron 
Callan, in lreland. 

—. Robert Dillon, efq.—Baron 
Clonbrook, in Ireland. 

—. James Alexander, ef{g.—Baron 
Caledon, in Ireland. 

Fune 11. George Henry, earl of 
Eufton.—Lord licut. of Suffolk. 
—. Philip 
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—. Philip earl of Hardwicke.— 
Lord-lieut. of Cambridgethire. 

—. James marquis eres, 

jeut. of Hungertoradthire. 
porto William Buller, D. D. 
n of Canterbury. 
— Rev. Jofeph Turner, D.D— 
Norwich. 
vo od ~f Geo. Lewis Jones, bifhop 
ofKilmore—Pithop of Kildare, and 
dean of Chrift-church, Dublin. 

—. Dr. William Fofter, bithop of 
Cark and Rofs—Bithop of Kilmore. 

—. Dr. Wm. Bennet—Bithop of 

‘ork and Rofs. 

: 19. Arthur earl of Donegall, 
in Ireland—Baron Fifherwick, in 
the county of Stafford. 

19. James vifcount Grimfton, in 
Ireland, baron Verulam of Gor- 
hambury, Herts. 

Conftantine John lord Mulgrave, 
in Ireland—Baron Mulgrave of 
Mulgrave in Yorkthire, 

Archibald Douglas, efq.—Baron 
Douglas, of Douglas in the county 
of Lanerk. 

Edwin Lafcelles, efq.—Baron 
Harewood, of Harewood in York- 
fhire. 

26. Rev. Charles Harwood, D. D. 
—Dean of Exeter. 

29. Rev. Combe Miller, M. A. 
—Deanof Chichefter. 

July 10. Mayjor-general fir Hen- 
ry Calder, bart.—Colonel of the 
joth regiment of foot. 

17. Guy lord Dorchefter—Col. 
of the 15th regiment of light dra- 
goons, 

—. Major-general Adam William- 
fon—Colonel of the 47th regiment 
of foot. 

Henry James Pye, efq. M. P. for 
Berks in the laft parliament—Poet 
laureat. 

23. Lieutenant colonel Oliver de 

ancey—Deputy adjutant-general 
of the forces in North Briton. 
27+ John Orde, efq.—A baronct. 
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Aug. 26. George Frederick Fynch 
Byng, efq.—Pageof honour to the 
prince of Wales. 

31. Lord Hawkefbury—Colleétor 
of the cuttoms inward. 

Sept. 16. Edward Tighe, Charles 
Henry Coote, John Reilly, and 
Richard Nevill, efqrs. with the au- 
ditors of the impreft accounts for 
the time being, to be commiffioners 
of extraordinary and impreft ace 
counts in Ireland. 

17+ Major-general Ralph Aber- 
crombie—Col. of the gth regt, of 
foot. 

21. Sir Edward Hughes, K. B.: 
John Evans, and Mark Milbanke, 
efqrs. vice admirals of the white, to 
be vice admirals of the red, 

Thomas Graves, Robert Digby, 
Benjamin Marlow, efyrs. and i 
Alexander Hood, K. B. vice admi- 
rals of the blue, to be vice admirals 
of the white 

Sir Richard Huyhes, knt. John 
Elhott, and William Hotham, efqrs. 
rear admirals of the red, and Jofe 
Peyton, efg. rear admiral of the 
white, to be vice admirals of the 
blue. 

John Carter Allen, efq, fir Charles 
Middleton, bart, fir John Laforey, 
bart. John Dalrymple, Herbert 
Sawyer, efqrs. fir Richard Kings 
knt. and Jonathan Faulkner, efq. 
rear admiral of the white, to be 
rear-admirals of the red. 

Philip Affleck, efq. fir Richard 
Bickerton, bart. the hen John Le- 
vefon Gower, fir John Jcrvis, K. B. ' 
Adam Duncan, efq. and the hon, 
Keith Stewart, rear admirals of 
the blue, to be rear admirals of 
the white. 

The following captains were alfo 
appointed flag-officers 

Richard Braithwaite, and Philips 
Cofby, efqrs. to be rcar-admirals of 
the white; Thomas Fitzherbert, 
Samuel Cornifh, John Brifbane, 
Joha 
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ohn Houlton, Charles Wolfeley, 

harles Inglis, and Samuel Cran- 
fton Goodall, efqrs. to be rear admi- 
rails of the blue. 

And the following further pro- 
motions of the fea officers have alfo 
been made, viz. 20 matters and 
commanders, taken from the lift of 
thofe who were made before the end 
of the year 1782, to be polt-cap- 
tains; 20 lieutenants taken trom the 
hift of thofe who were made before 
the end of the year 1780, to be 
matters and commanders, twenty 
midfhipmen, who have been far- 
merlpappointed lieutenants by com- 
manders in chief, which appoint- 
rents, from particular circumftances, 
could not be confirmed, to be lieute- 
nants. 

Od. 1. John lord Fitzgibbon, 
lord chancellor of Ireland—a privy 
counfellor of Great Britain. 


2. John James éarl of Abercorn, 


-—Marquis of Abercorn. 

13 «Lieutenant general fir Ro- 
bert Boyd, K. Li. - Governor of 
Gibraltar. 

. Major-general fir Henry Calder, 
bart, - Licutenant-governor of Gib- 
raltar. 

16. Right hon. John Charles 
Villiers - Chief juftice in Eyre 
North of Trent. 

“Right hon, Dudley Rvder—Pre- 
fident of the board of trade and 
commerce, in the abfence of lord 
Hawkefbury. 

23. Viicount Wentworth—a lord 
of the bedchamber. 

30. Henry Digby, lord Digby— 
earl of Digby and viicount Colehill. 

Algernon lord Lovaine ~earl 
of Beverley. 

William Hall Gage, lord Gage 
—Baron Gage of High Mea- 
dow, Gloucefterfhire, remainder to 
his nephew Henry Gage, eiq. 

Nev, 27. Right hon, William 
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[ June, 


Wyndham Grenville—Lord Gren, 
ville, 

30. Duke of Montrofe ~ Mafter 
of the horfe. 

George Hammond, efq.—Secre. 
tary of embafly at Madrid. 
-Francis brake, efq.—Secreta 
of legation at Copenhagen, 

Dec. 2. George Auguftus Frede. 
rick Lake, eiq. Page of honourte 
the prince of Wales, 

3- Duke of Clarence—Rear ad. 
miral of the blue, 

7. Alexander Shaw, efq —Liecut, 
governor of the Ifle of Man, 

The duke of Saxe Gotha, duke 
of Leeds, and earl of Chathame 
Knights of the garter. 


ry 





SHERIFFS appornted for 1790, viz, 


Bedfordthire—James Metcalfe, of 
Koxton-houte. 

Berkihire—Alexander Cobham, of 
Shintield-place. 

Bucks—John Hicks, of Bradden- 
ham. 

Camb’ and Hunt, Thomas Ground, 
ot Whittlefea. 

Chefhire—John Arden, of Arden, 

Cornwall—Richard Hichins, of Pols 
tait. 
Cumberland—W illiam Browne, of 
Tallentine Hall. 
Derbyfhire— Thomas 
Derby. 

Devonthire—Peter Pering, of Hal- 
berton, 

Dorfethhire—Henry William Fitch, 
of High-hall. 

Effex—Thomas Nottage, of Bock 
ing. 

Gloucefterfhire— John BlagdenHale 
of Alderley. 

Herefordfhire—John Scudamore 
Lechmere, of Fownhope. 

Hertfordfhire —Samuel 
Gaulflen, of North-Mims, 


Wilfon, of 


Robert 


Ken} 











ity 





179%] 
Kent, Leonard Bartholomew, of 
in Mie ; 

Miebire-Edw. Hartop Wig- 
ley, of Little Dalby, efquires. 

Lincolnthire—Sir Thomas Which- 
cote, of Afwarby, bart. 

Monmouthfhire---W uliam Dinwoo- 
dy, of Abergavenny. . 

Norfolk—James Pell, of Snarehill, 

Northamptonfhire—John = Freke 
Willes, of Aiftrop. 

Northumberland—John Lowes, of 
Ridley Hall. 

Nottinghamfhire—Geo, Chaworth, 
of Anneiley. 

Oxfordfhire—David Fell, of Caver- 
fham, 

Rutlandfhire—Henry O’Brien, of 
Tixover. 

Shropihire—Saint John Charlton, 
of vharlton. 

Somerfetfhire—John .tephenfon, of 
Baytord. 

Southampton—Gzorge Dacre, jun. 
of Marwell 

Staffordthire—John Sparrow, of 
Bifliton. 

Suffolk - Miles Barne, of Satterley. 

Surry—Samuel Long, of Carfhal- 
ton. 

Suflex—Henry Manning, of South- 
over. 

Warwickfhire—Henry Clay, of Bir- 
mingham. 

Worcelterthire--P, Grefley, of Sal- 

warpe Court, 
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Wilthire—Gifford Warrener, of 
Conock. 

Yorkthire—Charles Duncombe, of 
Duncombe Park, ef. 


SOUTH WALES. 


Breconfhire—Samuel Hughes, of 
Tregunter. 

Caermarthen—W. Paxton, of Mid- 
dieton Hall 

Cardiganfhire, Matthew Davies, of 
Wileirog. 

Glamorganfhire—W, Lewis, of 
Greenmeadow. 

Pembrokethire— William Phillips, of 
Hill. 

Radnorfhire, Francis Garbet, of 
Knill, efpuires, 


NORTH WALES. 


Anglefey—Thomas Williams of La- 
nidan. 

Carnarvonthire—Robert Lloyd, of 
Geflelgyfarch. 

Denbigthive—Edward Lloyd, of 
Cetu, 

Flintihire, Charles Brown of Liy- 
negrin, 

Merioneththire—J. Wynn Pugh, of 
Carthmaelen’ 

Montgomeryfhire—Maurice Stes 
phens, of Birthew, efquires, 
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His Majefty*s Speech to both Houfes of 
Parliament, Fanuary 21, 1790- 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Spates I taft met you in parlia- 


ment, the continuance of the 
war onthe Continent, andthe inter- 
nal fituationof different parts of Eu- 
rope, have been productive of events 
which have engaged my moft ferious 
attention. 

While I fee with a juft concern 
the interruption of the tranquillity 
of other countries, 1 have had at 
the fame time great fatisfaction in 
being able to acquaint you, that I 
receive continued affurances of the 
good difpofition of all foreign pow- 
ers toward thefe kingdoms; and I 
am perfuaded that you will entertain 
with me a deep and grateful fenfe 
of the favour of Providence in con- 
tinuing to my fubjetts the increafing 
advantages of peace, and the unin- 
terrupted enjoyment of thofe inva- 
luable bieflings which they have fo 
long derived from our excelleat con- 
ftitution. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 

Thave given dirediions that the 
eftimates for the prefent year fhould 
be laid before you; and I rely on 
your readinefs to grant fuch fupplies 
as the circumftances of the feveral 
branches of the public fervice may 
be found to require. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
The regulations prefcribed by 
the a of the laft feffion of parlia- 
ment iclative to the corn trade, not 
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having been duly carried into effea 
in feveral parts of the kingdom, 
there appeared reafon to apprehend 
that fuch an exportation of cog 
might take place, and fuch difficy. 
ties occur in the importation of fo 
reign corn, as would have been 
productive of the mott ferious incon. 
venience to my fubjects. Under 
thefe circumftances it appeared in. 
difpenfably neceffary to take imme 
diate meafures for preventing the 
exportation and facilitating the im 
portation of certain forts of cofn; 
and I therefore, by the advice of my 
privy council, iffued an order for 
that purpofe, a copy of which I 
have directed to be laid before you. 

‘I have only further to defire, 
that you will continue to ‘Pe 
yourfelves to thofe objects whic 
may reguire your attention, with 
the fame zeal for the public fervice 
which has hitherto appeared in all 
your proceedings, and of which 
the effects have been fo happily ma- 
nifefted in the increafeof the public 
revenue, the extenfion of the com- 
merce and manufactures of the 
country, and the general profpenty 
of my people. 


— — 





ee 


Specch of the Speaker of the Houfe of 
Commons, on pref nting certain Bis 


Sor the Royal Affent, Fune 10% 


Sire, 


YOUR faithful commons have 
now completed the fupplies requiite 
for the fervice of the current years 


they have manifefted their loyalty 
an 
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ie attachment to your majef- 
ss : cto and government, by their 
yniform attention and diligent ex- 
etion in pafling fuch bills as were 
mot likely to conduce to the honour 
and dignity of your majetty’s crown; 
and have, in all therr proceedings, 
fhown the fpirit of a great, a pow. 
erful, and a free people. 

Your majefty’s commons can- 
not but contemplate with peculiar 
ftisfaction the growing produce of 
the revenue, the rapid progrefs of 
our manufactures, and the general 
encreafe of commerce and trade ; 
circumftances affording the moft 
flattering proofs of the profperity 
of the country, in which they have 
no doubt of your majefty’s partici- 

ting with them; and in the fatif- 

ion that mutt arife by the con- 
templation of fuch objects. 

Your majefty’s commons are 
well aware that the principal caufe, 
among many others, to which thefe 
great national benefits are to be 
aicribed, is the continuance of peace ; 
but, fenfible as they are of thefe blef- 
fings, and anxioutly defirous of ren- 
dering them permanent, they have, 
by an unanimous vote, lately af- 
forded your majefty a fubftantial 
proof that peace ought not to be main- 
tained but on fuch terms as fhall be 
Strictly confiftent with the honour of 
your majefty’s crown, and the inte- 


refts and welfare of your majefty’s 
fubjects. 





Hi; Majcfty’s Speech to both Houfes of 


Parliament, Fue 10. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
THE neceflary public bufinefs 


ing now concluded, I think it 
y to put an end to this feflion 
parliament, 
have not hitherto 
anfwer of the court of 


— 


received the 
Spain to the 
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reprefenration which I have direéted 


to be made at that court, in fup- 
port of the dignity of my crown, 
and of the interefts of my people. 
I continue to entertain the ftrongeft 
defire for the maintenance of peace 
on juft and honourable grounds ; 
but, under the prefent circumftances, 
I feel it indifpenfably neceflary to 
proceed with expedition and vigour 
in thofe preparations, the objeéts of 
which have already received your 
unanimous concurrence. , 

The affurances and condu& of 
my allies on this interefting occafion, 
have manifefted, in the moft fatisface 
tory manner, therr determination to 
fulfill the engagements of the exift- 
ing treaties; and I truft that our 
mutual good underftanding and con- 
cert will be produétive of the hap- 
picit effects in the prefent conjunc- 
ture of affairs in Europe. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, 


I return you - articular 
thanks for the readinefs with which 
you granted the fupplies for the cur- 
rent fervice, and for your unanimity 
and difpatch in enabling me to take 
thofe meafures which the prefent 
crifis has ‘rendered neceflary. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


AS I think it may be of material 
convenience that the election of a 
new parliament fhould take place 
without delay, it is my intention 
forthwith to give directions for dif- 
folving the prefent, and for calling 
anew parliament. But in fignifying 
to vou thisintention, I cannot omit 
to aflure you of the deep and grate- 
ful fenfe which I muft ever entertain 
of that affectionate and unfhaken loy- 
alty, that uniform and zealousregard, 
for the true principles of our invalua- 


bleconftitution, and that ugremitting 
attention 
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attention tothe happinefs and pro- 
fperity of my people, which have in- 
variably diretted all your proceed- 
ee he rapid increafe of our ma- 
nufactures, commerce, and naviga- 
tion; the additional protection and 
fecurity afforded to the diftant pof- 
feflions of the empire ; the provifi- 
ons for the good government of In- 
dia; the improvement of the pub- 
lic revenue, and the eftablifhment 
of a permanent fyftem for the gra- 
dual reduétion of the national debt ; 
have furnifhed the beft proofs of 
your refolution in encountering the 
ditliculties with which you had to 
contend, and of your fteadinefs and 

rfeverance in thofe meafures which 
were beft adapted to promote the 
effential and lafting interefts of my 
dominions. 

The loyalty and public fpirit, 
the induftry and enterprife of my 
fubjects, have feconded your exerti- 
ons. On their fenfe of the advan- 
tages which they at prefent experi- 
ence, as well ason their uniform 
and affectionate attachment to my 
perfon and government, I rely for 
a continuance of that harmony and 
confidence, the happy effects of 
which have fo maniteftly appeared 
during the prefent parliament, and 
which muft at all times afford the 
fureit means of meeting the exe- 
genctes of war, or of cultivating 
with increafing benefit the bleffings 
of pcace. 





i [is Mayefy’s Steech fo oth Houfes of 


Pa liament, Now. 26. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


{t isa great fatisfaction to me to 
inform you, that the differences 
which had arifen between me and 
the court af Spain have happily 
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(July, 
been brought to an amicable termi. 
nation. 

Ihave ordered copies of the dp 
clarations exchanged between a 
ambaffador and the minifter of the 
Catholic king, and of the convent}. 
on which has fince been concluded, 
to be laid before you. 

The objeéts which I have 
pofed to myfelf in the whole of this 
tranfaction,have been to obtain afuit, 
able reparation for the aét of vio. 
lence committed at Nootka, and ty 
remove the grounds of fimilar dij. 
putes in future, as well as to fecure 
to my fubjects the exercife of their 
navigation, commerce, and fith. 
ries, in thofe parts of the world 
which were the fubject of difcuffion, 

‘The zeal and public fpirit mani- 
fefted by all ranks of my fubjeés, 
and the difpofition and condué of 
my allies, had left me no room to 
doubt of the moft vigorous and ¢- 
fectual fupport ; but no event could 
have afforded me fo much fatisfac- 
tion as the attainment of the objects 
which I had in view without asy 
actual interruption of the bleflings 
of peace. 

Since the laft feffion of parlia- 
ment a foundation has been laid 
for a pacification between Auttria 
and the Porte, and I am now em 
ploying my mediation, in conjunc 
tion with my allies, for the purpole 
of negotiating a definitive treaty be- 
tween thofe powers, and of ended» 
vouring to put an end tothe diffen- 
fions in the Netherlands, in whol 
fituation I am neceflarily concerned, 
from confiderations of national - 
tereft, as well as from the engage 
ments of treaties. 

A feparate peace has taken plat 
between Rutha and Sweden; but 
the war between the former of thote 

wers and the Porte ftill continues 

he principles on which I have hi- 


therto acted will make me always 
rows 
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defcous of employing the weight 
and influence of this country 11 con- 
tributing to the reftoration of ge- 
neral tranquillity. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 

mes, 

I have ordered the accounts of 
the expences of the late arma- 
ments, and the eftimates for the en- 
fuing year, to be laid before you. 

Painful as it is to me at all times 
tu fee any increafe of the public bur- 
thens, I am perfuaded you will agree 
with me in thinking, that the extent 
of our preparations was dictated by 
adue regard to the exifting circum- 
ftances; and that you will reflect 
with pleafure on fo ftriking a proof 
of the advantages derived from the 
liberal fupplies granted fince the laft 
peace, forthe naval fervice. I rely 
on your zeal and public fpirit to 
make due provifion for defraying the 
charges incurred by this armament, 
and for fupporting the feveral 
branches of the public fervice on 
fuch afooting as the general fituati- 
on of affairs may appear to require. 
You will at the fame time, I am 

rfuaded, fhew your determination 
invariably to perfevere in that fyftem, 
which has fo effectually confirmed 
and maintained the public credit of 
the nation. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


You will have obferved with 
concern the interruption which has 
taken place in the tranquillity of 
our Indian pofleffions, in confequence 
of the unprovoked attack on anally 
of the Bnitith nation. The refpec- 


table ftate, however, of the forces, 
under the direction of the govern- 
ment there, and the confidence in 
the Pritith name, which the fyftem 
aeenbed by parliament has efta- 
lithed among the native powers in 
India, afford the moft favourable 
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profpeét of bringing the conteft to 
a {peedy and fuccefsiul couclutien. 

I think it neceflary particularly 
to call your attention to the ftate of 
the province of Quebec, and to re- 
commend it to you to confider of 
fuch regulations for its government 
as the prefent circumitances and 
condition of the province may ap- 
pear to require. 

I am fatisfied that I fhall on 
every occafion receive the fulleft 
proofs of your zealous and affectio- 
nate attachment, which cannot but 
atford me peculiar fatisfaction after 
fo recent an opportunity of colleét- 
ing the immediate fenfe of my peo- 

le. 

You may be affured that I defire 
nothing fo much, on my part, as to 
cultivate an entire harmony and 
confidence between me and my par- 
liament, for the purpofe of pre- 
ferving and tranimitting to pofterity 
the invaluable bleflings of our free 
and excellent conftitution; and of 
concurring with you in every mea- 
fure which can maintain the advan- 
tages of our prefent fituation, and 
promote and augment the profperity 
and happinefs of my faithful fub- 
jects. 


— 


Speech of the Speaker of the Houfe of 
Commons to his Mayefty, on prefint- 
ing the Bills of Supply, Devs 29s 





Moft Gracious Sovereign, 


Your faithful commons attend 
your majeity, with fundry bills of 
fupply, which they have paficd for 
the public fervice. 

A large part of this fupply has 
been gianted for the purpofe of car- 
rying into execution a meature, the 
principle of which has received the 
unanimous approbation of your 
commons. aAd¢tuated-by a gencrous 

and 
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and wife policy, they have facrificed 
the confiderations of temporary con- 
venience to thofe which arifé from a 
juft regard to the permanent inte- 
refts of thefekingdoms. They have 
accordingly provided for the com- 
plete and fpeedv difcharge of the 
ex recently incurred, in fup- 
port of the honour and dignity of 
your majefty’s crown and the _ 
of your fubjeéts, without any lafting 
addition to the national debt or 
any embarraffinent to that fyftem 
which has fo effectually fuftained and 
advanced the public credit of the 
country. 

Your commons, fire, are induced 
to hope, that their conduct on this 
occafion will operate as a falutary 
example to future times; and that 
its immediate effec will be to eftab- 
lifh an univerfal conviction of the 
internal ftrength and abundaut re- 
fources of this country, and confe- 

uently to afford an additional fecu- 
rity for the continuance of the blef- 
fings of peace. A meafure, which is 
the refult of fich motives, and 
which leads to fuch confequences, 
ov commons are perfuaded cannot 
ail to receive your majefty’s moft 
gracious approbation. 

The bills, which it is my duty 
to prefent to your majefty, are fe- 
verally intituled [—here the fpeak- 
er read the titles of the feveral bills] 
and concluded by faying, 

‘¢ To which your commons, with 
all humility, defire your majefty’s 
royal affent.”” ° 


—————— 





—<—<—< 


Speech of Fobn Earl of Webmorland, 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to beth 
Houfes of Parliament, Jan. 21, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


THE king having been gracioufly 
pleafedto place me in the governs 
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ment of this kingdom, I have his 
majefty’s commands to meet you jg 
liament, and it affords me pew, 
iar fatisfaétion that I enter Upon the 
difcharge of this moft importag, 
truft, at a period, when this country 
in common with the reft o, his me. 
jefty’s dominions, is in the fecure 
enjoyment of the bleffings of 
and of the ineftimable advant 
arifing from our free conftitutiog, 
This happy fituation will undoubt. 
edly encourage you to perfevere jn 
the maintenance of good gover. 
ment, and to adhere to that wife {yf. 
tem of policy which has eftablithed 
the credit, the induftry, and the 
profperity of your country upon a 
firm and fteady foundation. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 


I have ordered the national ae- 
counts to be laid before you, andI 
truft you will make fuch provifions 
as fhall be neceflary for the exegen- 
cies of the ftate, and the honourable 
fupport of his majefty’s govern 
ment. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


YOUR zeal for the interefts of 
this country will naturally direétyour 
attention to whatever can_increafe 
the wealsh and extend the induftry 
of Ireland; her agriculture and 
linen manufacture will claim your 
efpecial care, and the inftitutions of 
the charter and other proteftant 
fchools, will, I am_ perfuaded, re 
ceive from you ‘that confideration 
which the interefts of religion and 
the good education of youth peculls 
arly demand, I earneftly recom- 
mend to your attention the improv 
ing and-eontinuing fuch laws as ex 
perience hath fhewn to be of nati 
nal benefit, and I have the kings 


Commands to aflure you that fi 
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meafures as may contribute to that 
end will meet with his majefty’s moft 
4ous concurrence. 

Iinprefed with the deep fenfe of 
the diftinguifhed honour which his 
majefty has conferred upon me by 
my appointment to this arduous fitu- 
ation, I fhall endeavour with the ut- 
moft zeal and attention to promote 
the hap inefsand welf..re of freland; 
fully fenfidle that 1 cannot otherwife 
hope, either to render my fervices 
acceptable to my fovereign, or to 
enfure your favourable opinion and 


confidence. 





Pioreft in the ri Houfe of Peers, 
Jan. 22,°0n the RejeAioa of an 
Amendment in the Addrefs to bis 
Majefy, propofed by Lord Portar- 


i ny tone 


DISSENTIENT. 


BECAUSE we conceive it to be 
the peculiar duty of the peers of this 
realm, as hereditary guardians of the 
conftitution, and counfellors of the 
crown, diligently and unremittingly 
to watch over the proceedings of 
adminiftration, and to fcize on the 
earlicft opportunity of informing 
their fovereign, by humble addrefs, 
of every attempt which fhall appear 
to them of a tendency to injure his 
fubjects of Ireland in their liberties, 
privileges, or properties, either by 
acts of ftate, dangerous to freedom, 
or by an inordinate expenditure of 
the public treafure, efpecially when 
fuch profufion is manifeftly meant 
for the attainment of the worft of 
purpofes, an undue and unconftitu- 
tional influence in parliament; a 
duty which is rendered in us ftill 
more indifpenfable, inafmuch as we 
art, from our fituation, denied the 
honour, happinefs, and high advan- 
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tage of his majefty’s royal prefence, 
and confequent paternal infpeGtion. 
Becaufe we conceive that the pre- 
fent occafion peculiarly and indif- 
penfably demands our performance 
of the Shove indatioded duty from 
the following caufes : 

ift. ‘That we cannot doubt of the 
purpofes to which the new meafures 
referréd to in the amendment were 
adapted; inafmuch as they took 
place ata critical time; when the 
minifters of the crown in Ireland 
were making extraordinary, public, 
and indecent efforts to procure a ma- 
jority in parliament ; and inafmuch 
as the new charges on the eftablith- 
ment have been diftributed to meme 
ers of parlianrent, or to their im- 
mediate connexions, and this too at 
a critical conjuncture, when the idea 
of combating an oppofition to the 
will of the minifter, by increafe of 
national expence, was publicly 
avowed; neither have fuch of thofe 
meaiures as have proceeded to the 
deprivation of office or penfion been 
attended with any charge of official 
or judicial neglect, nor with anv 
change in the condition of the per- 
fons fo deprived, nor has any caufe 
whatfoever been advanced or pre- 
fumed, excepting only their parlia- 
mentary conduct ; and we are the 
rather inclined to believe fuch con- 
duct to have been the fole caufe, as 
the principle of making members of 
parliainent victims of their vote has 
not only been adopted, but exprefled. 
zdly, That though the difmiffal 
of perfons from place or pention for 
their parliamentary conduét, and 
the multiplication of offices or ra- 
ther of falaries with the name of 
office, for unconftitutional purpofes, 
are meafures not new to this country, 
having ever been the fad and only 
expedient of corrupt minifters, yet 
muft we obferve that we cannot re- 
(Ek) colle& 
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collect amy period when, in fo fhort 
a tine, fo many of thefe grievances 
have been crowded together, and in- 
flicted upon the nation. 

adly, That a policy fo venal and 
dcftructive, eftablifhed on principles 
both of coercion and corruption, 
muft in this country, if futlered to 
take root, by the worft means, ren- 
der any minifter completely abfo- 
lute, inafmuch as by creeating on 
every occafion, fuch as his own folly 
and prefumption may fuggeft, places 
and penfions, and annual gratifica- 
tions with names annexed, he muit 
in the end totally dettroy the balance 
of the conttitution, and make the 
two houfes of parliament his repre- 
fentativés only, not the reprefenta- 
tives of theit own honour, or of the 
people to which important canfide- 
ration may be added, that a policy 
of this nature is the more dangerous 
in Ireland, becaufe we have not as 
yet been able, from the oppofition 
ot minifters, to obtain thofe prudent 
acts which in England exift, and 
check its operation, fuch as a place 
and penfion bill, in confequence 
whereof we are cxpoted to many 
dangers, againit which the witdom 
of England hes fortined her conftitu- 
tion. The miniiters in Ireland may 
make not only thre ir public errors. 
but even their private pailions and 
corrupt affections the ignominious 
caufe of loading the Irth eitablith. 
ment. 

gthly, That whereas we were by 
the general declarations of our late 
viceroy, contrmed in a belief that 
the expences of this country were 
exceflive, and by thote fame decia- 
rations taught to expect a reduction, 
thus having his own authority, if 
that were neceflary, not only againft 
the expences which he found, but 
againtt the coriuptions which he 
fuperadded, we fhould think our- 
i¢ives defictent indced ia our public 
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duty, if we did not declare our Cor. 
dial difapprobation of thofe enor 
mous charges which minifters rd 
felves have not hetitated to cond 
even while they increafed them, 

sthly, That as we thal] ever be 
ready tocheck licentioufnefs in why. 
evcr quarter It may make its appesr. 
ance, fo fhall we more efpecially be 
ardent in our endeavours to check 
the licentioufnefs of minifters ig the 
application of the national treafure; 
an offence, which, in its effect, js 
not of fhort duration, but entail 
upon vs permanent and prodigalan. 
nual charges with al! their attendam 
baneful influence, and ultimately 
tends to bring about a diffolutionof 
public virtue as well as of contftite. 
tional freedom, fetting up in the 
place of both, maxims of govern. 
ment falfe and frivolous, infolent 
and diiflolute ; and we cannot avoid 
expretling our opinion that the pre 
fent minifters of the crown, having 
fhewn themfelves particularly indig- 
nant at the idea of popular excefles, 
are, when they commit minifterial 
excetles, expofed to more than ordi- 
nary obfervation and animadverhon. 

6thly, That the attempts to er 
tend venal influence beyond the li- 
mits and decency of former timts 
have been accompanied with attempts 
to advance principles and doétrines 
inconfiftent with the tenour of the 
conftitution. 

From all thefe reafons, we fhould 
hold ourfelves inexculeable to our 
country, to our kine, and to our own 
honour, if, under the conviction we 
now teel, the alarms we now enter 
tain, we fhould not feize the earliel 
opportunity of laying at the feet of 
our moft gracious fovereign, fuch 
information as it is our bounden 
duty to afford him, and of exprefl 
ing our humble determination, ade- 
termination which cannot fail of be 
ing approved by the benigaaat © 
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is ile, to purfire foch 
coll conftirutional fteps as may 
velieve our country from the ~~ 
ances which have been lately intlicted 
on her, and from the danger of a 
repetition of the fame. 
We have alfo thought it expedi- 
ent, by the propofed amendment, to 
obtain the Ente of miniftry, under 
the prefent chief governor, on the 
fubject of the redrefs of national 
grievances, to the end that we might 
either co-operate with them towards 
the attainment of fuch redrefs, or 
by our own fincere and humble, but 
perfitting efforts, endeavour to ad- 
minifter relief to the people of Ire- 
d. 
a CORK and ORRERY, 
MOIRA, 
ARRAN, 
CHARLEMONT, 
PORTARLINGTON, 
LISMORE, 
LEINSTER, by proxy, 
ROSS, by proxy. 





—_—— -—— 


Speech of the Speaker of the Houfe of 
Commons of Ireland, on prefenting 
the Bills of Supply to the Lord Licus 


tenant. 





May it pleafe your Excellency, 

EVERY year’s experience, fince 
1785, has fhewn the wifdom of the 
principle which the commons then 
titablithed, of preventing the further 
accumulation of national debt. Un- 
der the influence of that principle, 
public credit has rifen fo high. as to 
admit of an increafe to the finking 
fand, by a confidera le diminution 
in the intereft of the public debt. 
Private credit too has felt its falutary 
effects, and the advanced ftate of 

h has given vigour to induftry, 


and a fteady aid to mercantile ex- 
eftien, 





PAPER S&S (67) 


We now fee our commetce ex 
tended to a degree nnknown in any 
former time, our agriculture increaf- 
ed even beyond the moft fanguine 
fpeculation, and our linen martufac- 
ture rifen largely in its value. Suth 
is the prefent profperous fituation of 
this country, and we behold it with 
the more fatisfaction, becaufe it has 
not arifen from temporary or acci+ 
dental circumftances; but has pro- 
ceeded in a fteady and regular courfe, 
from a wife fyftem unifgrmly ad- 
hered to, and from a confidence of 
the nation in-a continuance of that 
fyftem, from the fecurity given to 
private property againft the violence 
of outrage, and above all, from that 
content and peaceable fubmiffion to 
the laws, without which no king- 
dom, however blefled in conftitution, 
climate, foil, or fituation, can be rich, 
powertul, or happy. 





Speech of the Lord Lieutenant of Ire 
land to both Houfes of Parliament, 
April 5. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


AS the important objects that have 
engaged your attention during this 
{eflion of parliament are now accom- 
plithed, I have great pleafure in fig 
nifying his majefty’s approbation of 
the zeal you have fhewn for the pub- 
lic intereft, and the difpatch with 
which you have concluded the nas 
tional bufineds. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Come 
mons, 


I have the king’s commands to 
return you his fincere thanks for the 
chearfulnefs with which you have 
voted the fupplies: you may depend 
upon their being faithfully applied 
to the purpofes for which they were 


granted, 
(E 2) My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I am divedted to teftify his majet- 
ty’s fatisfaction at the falutary pro- 
vifions which have been made during 
the prefent parliament, for the en- 
couragement of agriculture, the ex- 


tenfion of commerce, the fecurity of 


property, and the due execution of 
the law: regulations which have en- 
creafed the wealth, advanced the 
trade, and raited the credit of your 
country to a cegree une xampled in 
any former period. 

While I retura his majefty’s thanks 
for, the mauy matks of your attach- 
ment to his perfon, family and go- 
vernment, I mult expreis his con- 
fiulence that you will continue to 
inculcate in the minds of the people ¢ 
that fpirit of loyalty, and that dif- 
pofition to promote the tranquillity 
and general welfare of the country, 
which have fo'eminently diftinguith- 
ed your conduct. 

Urged by every principle of laud- 

able ainbition and public duty, I 
fhall unremittin: gly endeavour to 
cultivate your trite intereft, in main- 
taining good order and eovernme a. 
and to contribute by every means ta 

ny power to advance the | 
of this rijing 
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Speech of the Tes 
land to boil H 
July 2. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I HAVE if trom 
the king te acquaint you, th at cb is 
majefty fome time fince receive hate 
for; vation that two vetiels be roel 
to his majefty’ and navi- 
gated under the Britith flag, and 
two ot hers, the defcription of yo ich 

is not hitherto fufficien: tly: afcertained, 
had bee, see 8 ured at Nootka a Sound, 

1 the north-weft coatt of 
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by an officer commanding two 
nifh thips of war; that the Carpoes 
of the kritifh veffels had been fej 
and that their officers and crews had 
been fent as prifoners to a§$ 

rt. : poe 

His majefiy, in confequence of 
this tranfaction, and of the comma. 
nications which had pafled on the 
fubject between his majefty and the 
court of Spain, directed his minifter 
at Madrid to demand fuch full aad 
adequi ite fatisfaction as the nature 
of the cafe evidently requires, And 
his mayefty having alfo received ine 
formation that confiderable arma- 
ments were carrying on inthe ports 
of Spain, judged it indifpenfably ne- 

eflary to give orders for making 
flach prepar ition as may put it in 
his majetty’s power to aé with vi- 
gour and effeé& in fupport of the 
honour of his crown, and the inte. 
refts of his people. 

His majcfty entertains the ftrongeft 

lefire for the maintenance of peace 
on juft and honourable grounds, and 
he has dircéted me to affure you, 
that no proper {teps thall be onntted 
n which may conduce to this 
but if unfortunately his ma 
ieftv’s endeavours fhould not } be fuc- 
cefstul, he has the fulleft reliance on 
the cordial and effeétual fupport af 
his parliament of Lreland in the pro- 
fecution of fuch meafures as may 
eventually become neceflary for the 
honour of his crown, and for the 
protection of the eflential rights of 
his fubjeéts, and the common inte 
refts of the empire. 

Convinced that the fame regard 
for his majefty’s royal perfon, family, 
and yovernment, which has at all 
a nes di fiinguithed his fubjeéts of 

s Kingdom, will be equally mani- 

‘ fe d upon this oceafion, I entertain 
no doubt.of my being authorifed to 
convey to his majeity the fulleft tel 
timony 
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timony of your attachment, loyalty, 
and zeal. 


om —— — — ar 
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Speech of the Lord Licutsnant of Tre- 
land to both Houfis of Parliament, 
July 24 

My Lords agd Gentlemen, 

1-HAVE great fatisfaction in 
communicating to you his majefty’s 

cious acceptance of thofe proofs 
of attachment, loyalty, and zeal, 
which you have manitetted in your 


proceedings. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, 


His majefty commands me to re- 
turn you his thanks for the means 
you have afforded him to provide 
for the extraordinary expences of 
government that may be neceflary 
at this important crifis. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I am happy at this feafon of the 
year to relieve you from attendance 
in parliament. 1 have no doubt of 
your continuance in that difpofition 
to aflert and maintain the rights of 
the empire, which has fo honourably 
diftinguifhed your conduct, 


- — —— - = — = aod 


Mefage from his Majefy to both 
Houfes of Parliament, May 25, re- 
lative to the Capture of certain 
‘efels, by the Spaniards, in Nootka 


Sound, 


Grorce Rex, 

HIS majefty has received infor- 
mation, that two veflels belonging 
to his majefty’s fubjeéts, and navi- 
gated under the Britifh flag, and 
two others, of which the defcription 
s not hitherto fufficiently afcertain- 
ed, have been captured at Nootka 


. 


Yound, on the north weftern coatt 








of America, by an officer command.< 
ing two Spanith fhips of war: that 
the cargoes of the Britith veilels have 
been feized, and that their officers 
and crews have been fent as prifoners 
to a Spanith port. 

‘The capture of one of thefe veffels 
had before been notified by the am- 
baflador of the catholic king by order 
of his court, who at the fame time 
defired that meafures might be takey 
tor preventing his majetty’s fubjects 
from frequenting thofe coafts, which 
were alledged to have been. previ- 
oully occupied and frequented by 
the fubjects of Spain. Cochplaines 
were alfo made of the fitheries car- 
ried on by his majefty’s fubjects in 
the feas adjoining to the Spanith 
continent, as being contrary to the 
rights of the crown of Spain. In 
confequence of this line ef commu- 
nication, a demand was immediately 
made, by his majetty’s order, for 
adequate fatisfaction, and for refti- 
tution of the veflels, previous to any 
other difcuffion. 

By the anfwer from the court of 
Spain, it appears that this veffel and 
her crew had been fet at liberty b 
the viceroy of Mexico; but this is 
reprefented to have been done by 
him on the fuppofition that nothing 
but the ignorance of the rights of 
Spain had encouraged the indivi- 
duals of other nations to come te 
thofe coafts for the purpofe of making 
eftablifhments for carrying on trade, 
and, in conformity to his previous 
inftructions, requiring him to fhew 
all poffible regard to the Britifh na- 
tion, 

No fatisfaction is made or offered, 
and a direét claim is afferted by the 
court of Spain to the eaclufive rights 
of fovereignty, navigation, andcom- 
merce, in the territories, coats, and 
feas in that part of the world. 

His majelly has aow direéted his 


minifter at Madrid to make a frefh 
repres 
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reprefentation on this fubject, and 
to claim fuch full and adequate fatis- 
faction as the nature of the cafe evi- 
dently requires; and, under thefe cir- 
peta teh his majefty having alfo 
received information thes confidera- 
ble armaments are carrying on in the 
portsof Spain, has judged it indifpenf- 
ably neceflary to give orders to make 
fuch ——- as may put it in 
his majeity’s power to act with vigour 
and effect in fupport of the honour 
of his crown and the interefts of his 
ple. And hismajefty recommends 
ms: his faithful commons, on whofe 
zeal and public fpirit he has the moft 
rfceét reliance, to enable him to 
take fuch meafures, and to make 
fuch augmentation of his forces, as 
may be eventually neceflary for this 

urpofe. 

f itis his majefty’s earneft with that 
the juftice of his majettv’s demands 
may enfure, from the wifdom and 
equity of his catholic majefiy, the 
fetisfaction which is fo unquettion- 
ably due; and that this affair may 
be terminated in fuch a manner as 
to prevent any grounds of mifun- 
deritanding in future, and to con- 
tinue and confirmethat harmony 
and friendfhip which has fo happily 
fubfiited between the two courts, 
and which his majeity will always 
endeavour to maintain and improve 
by ail fuch means as are confittent 
with the dignity of his majefty’s 
crown, and the eflential interefts of 

his majefiy’s fubjects. G. R. 
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Declaration ef his Catholic Majefy, 
June 4, tra nfmitted to all the Eu- 
repran Court. 


THE king being apprized of the 
particulars laid betore his minifters 
on the 16th of May, by Mr. Merry, 
his Britannic majc fty’s minifter, re- 
lative to the unexpected difpute be- 
Pween this court and Great Britain, 
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ag to the veffels captured in Pore S 
Laurence, or Nootka Sound, on the 
coaft of California, in the South 
has commanded the underfigned, his 
majefiy’s firft fecretary of ttate, te 
aniwer to the faid minifter of Eng. 
Jand, that he had the honour to 
make known perfonally, and in wri. 
ting, to the faid minifter, upon the 
18th of the fame month, that his 
majeity at no time pretended to any 
rights in any ports, feas, or places, 
other than what belongs to his crown 
by the moft folemn treaties, recog, 
nized by all nations, ayd more har- 
ticularly with Great Britain, by a 
right founded 0» pauticular treaties, 
the uniform confent of both nations, 
and by an unmemorial, regular, and 
eftablifhed poffeffion: that his ma 
jefty is ready to enter upon every ex- 
amination and difcuffion mot likely 
to terminate the difpute in an ami- 
cable way; and is willing to enter 
into immediate conference with the 
new ambaflador ; and if juftice re- 
quires it, will certainly difapprove 
of the conduct, and punifh his fud- 
jects if they have gone beyond their 
powers. ‘This offer and fatisfaction 
will, it is hoped, ferve as an exam 
ple to the court of London to do % 
much on its part. 

As the two courts of London and 
Madrid have not yet received pre 
per and authenticated accounts aod 
proofs of al] that jas really paffed in 
thefe diftant latitudes, a contradic 
tion in the developement of facts 
has by this means been occafioned. 
Even at this moment the papers and 
minutes made up by the viceroy of 
New Spain on this matter are not 
arrived. Pofterior letters indeed fay, 
that the Englith veffel, the Argonau 
had not been feized and confifcated 
till legally condemned; and that the 
finall veflel called the Princefs Roya, 
which had afterwards arrived, ¥% 
not feized or confifcated, but thay 


on the contrary, full reftitution w# 
: rade 
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made by the viceroy, and an obli- 
gation only taken from the captain 
to pry the price of the vetlel, if fhe 
was declared a lawful prize; and 
on the precife fame terms he had 
liberated a Portuguefe veflel belong- 
ing to Macao, and two Amertan 
veflels. Thefe particulars will be 
more explicitly proved and eluci- 
dared on the arrival of the neceflary 
ps rs. ; 

The firft time that our ambafla- 
dor made a public notification of 
this matter to the miniftry at Lon- 
don, on the scth of February laft, 
many of the circumftances that are 
now certain were then doubtful. 
The rights and immemorial poflel- 
fion of Spain to that coaft and ports, 
as well as feveral other titles proper 
to be taken into view in a pacific 
negaciation, Were not quite certain. 
And if the court of London had 
made an amicable return to the 
complaints inade by his majetty re- 
lative to thofe merchants whom 
Spain regards as ufurpers and the 
violators of treaties, and had fhewed 
any defire to terminate the affair by 
an amicabie accommodation, a great 
deal of unneceflary expence might 
have been faved. The high and 
menacing tone and manner in which 
the anfwer of the Britith minifter 
was couched, at a time when no 
certain information of the particu- 
lars had arrived, made the Spanifh 
cabinet entertain fome fufpicionsthat 
it was made, not fo much for the 
purpofe of the difpute in queftion, 
as a pretext to break entirely with 
our court; for which reafon it was 
thought neceflary to take fome pre- 
cautions relative to the fubject. 

On a late occafion a complaint 
was made to the court of Ruffia as 
tg fome fimilar points relative to the 
Navigation of the South Seae A 
candid anfwer being returned by 
that court, the affair was terminated 
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without the leaft difagreement. In- 
deed it may be afferted with truth, 
that rhe manner, much more than 
the fubftance, has produced the dif- 
yutes that have taken place on this 
head with Great Britain, 

Neverthelefs, the king does deny 
what the enemies to peace have in- 
duftrioufly circulated, that Spaia ex- 
tends pretenfions and rights of fove- 
reignty over the whole of the South 
Sea, as far as China. When the 
words are made ule of, “ In the 
name of the king, his fovereignty, 
navigation, and exclufive commerce 
to the continent and iflands of the 
Sonth Sea,” it is the manner in 
which Spain, in {peaking of the In- 
dies, has always ufed thefe words— 
that is to fay, to’ the continent, 
iflands, and feas which belong to 
his majefty, fo far as difcoveries have 
been made and fecured to him by 
treaties and immemorial pofleffion, 
and uniformly acquiefced in, not- 
withftanding fome infringements by 
individuals who have been punifhed 
upon knowledge of their offences. 
And the king fets up no pretenfions 
to any potlefhons, the right to which 
he cannot prove by irretragable ti- 
tles. 

Although Spain may not have 
eftablifhments or colonies planted 
upon the coafts or in the ports in 
difpute, it does not follow that fuch 
coaft or port does not belong to her. 
If this vule were to be followed, one 
nation might eftablith colonies on 
the coafts ot another nation, in Ame- 
rica, Afia, Africa, and Europe, by 
which means there would be no 
fixed boundaries —a circumftance 
evidently abfurd. 

But whatever may be the iflue of 
the queftion of right, upon a mature 
confideration of the claims of both 
parties, the refult of the yy of 
fact is, that the capture of the Eng- 
lith veiTels is repaired by the reftitu- 

(E 4) tien 














tion that has been made, and the con- 
duét of the viceroy; for as to the 
qualification or fuch rettitution, and 
whether the pi ize was lawful or not, 
that refpects the queliion of right 
vet to be inveftigated ; that Isto fay, 
if it has been agreeably to, or in 
contradi¢tion to the treaties relative 
to the rights and poffeflions of Spain. 
Laftly, the king will readily enter 
into any plan by which future dil- 
putes on this fubyeét may be obvi ited, 
that no reproah may be npon him 
as having refufed any means of re- 
conciliation ; and for the eftablith- 
ment of a folid and permanent peace, 
not only between Spain and Great 
Pritain, but alfo between all nations ; 
for the accomplifhment of which ob- 
ject his majefty has made the greateit 
cfforts in all the courts of Europe ; 
which he certainly would not have 
cone if he had any defiyn to involve 
England and tle other European 
powers in a calamitoys and dediruc- 
tive war, 































































Ex Conpe pe Froripa Bianca. 


Aranjuez, June 4. 
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Spanifh Weft Indices, has been uni- 
formly tecured to Spain, England 
having always ftood forth tn a parti- 
cular manne rinfupport ot iuch right. 




















Ptrecht (a treaty in which all the 
European nations may be taid to 
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By article sth of the treaty of 





rav?rieta 
have taken a part) Spain and Eng, 
land proteis to eftablith it as a fun. 
damental principle of agreement, 
that the navigation and commerce 
of the Weft-Indies, underthe domi. 
nion. of Spain, fhall remain in the 
precife fituation in which they ftood 
inthe reign of his catholic maiefty, 
( harles il. and that thar rule thal} 
beinviclably adhered to, ‘and be ins 
capable of infringement. 

After this maxim, the two powers 
ftipulated — That Spa‘n fhould never 
grant liberty or permiffion to any 
nation to trade to or introduce their 
merchandizes into the Spanith Ame 
rican dominions, nor to fell, cede, 
or give up, to any other nation, its 
lands, dominions or territorics, or 
any part thereof. On the contrary, 
and in order that itsterritories fhould 
be preferved whole and entire, Eng: 
land offers to aid and affift the Spa- 
niards in re-eftablifhing the limits of 
their American dominions, and plac 
ing them in the exact fituation they 
{tood in at the time of his faid ca 
tholic majefty Charles II. if by acci- 
dent it fhallbe difcovered that they 
have undergone any altcration tothe 
prejudice of Spain, in whatever mans 
ner or pretext fuch alteration may 
have been brought about. 

The vait extent of the Spanifhter- 
1itories, navigation, and dominion 
on the continent of America, ifles 
and feas contiguous to the South Sea, 
ave Clearly Jaid down, and authens 
ticated by a variety of documents, 
laws, and formal acts of poflefion 
in the reign of King Charles II. 
It 1s alto clearly afcertained, that 
notwithitanding the vereated at- 
tempts made by adventurers and pir 
rates on the Spanith coatts of the 
South Sea and adjacent iflands, Spain 
has {till preferved her pofleflions en- 
tire, and oppofed with fuccefs thofe 
ufurpations, by conftantly a 
itt 
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her fhips and veffels to take poffeffion 
of fuch fettlements. hy thefe mea- 
fures, and reiterated acts of pofle tii- 
on, Spain has preferved her domt- 
nion, which fhe has extended to the 
borders of the Kuthan eftablith- 
ments in that part of the world. 

The viceroys of Peru and New 
Spain having been infor med, that 
thefe feas had been for fome years 

ft more frequented than formerly ; 
that fmuggling had increated ; that 
feveral ufurpations prejudicial to 
Spain and the general tranquillity 
had been fuffered to be made ;_ they 
gave orders that the weftern coatts 
of Spanith America, and iflands and 
feas adjacent, fhould be more fre- 
quently navigated and explored. 

They were alfo informed, that 
feveral Ruffian veilels were upon the 

intot making commercial eftab- 
ifhments upon that coat. At the 
time that Spain demonftrated to Ruf 
fia the inconveniences attendant up- 
on fuch incroachments, fhe entered 
upon the negociation with. Ruffia, 
upon the fuppofition that the Kuffian 
navigators of the Pacitic Ocean 
had no orders to make eftablifh- 
ments within the limits of Spanith 
America, of which the Spaniards 
were the firft poffeflors, «limits fituat- 
ed within. Prince William’s Strait) 
purpolely to avoid ail diflentions, 
and in order to maintain the harmo- 
ny and amity which Spain wifhed to 
preferve. 

The court of & uflia replied, it had 
already given orders, that its fub- 
jects fhould make no fettlements in 
places belonging to other powers, 
and that if thofe orders had been 
violated, and any had been made in 
Spanifh America, they defired the 
king would put a ftup to them ina 
friendly manner. To this pacific 


language on the part of Ruffia, Spain 
odterved, that fhe could not be an- 
fwerable for what her officers might 
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do at that diftance, whofe general 
orders and inftruétions were not to 
permit any fettlements to be made 
by other nations on the continent of 
Spanith America. ’ 

Though trefpaffes had been made 
by the Englifh on fome of the iflands 
of thole coafts, which had given 
rife to fimtlar complaints having been 
made to the court of London, Spain 
did not know that the Englifh had 
endeavoured to make any fettle- 
ments on the northern part of the 
Southern Ocean, till the command- 
ing officer of a Spanifh fhip, in the 
ufual tour of the coafts of Califor- 
nia, found two American veffels in 
St. Laurence, or Nootka harbour, 
where he was going for provifions 
and ftores. Thefe veffels he per- 
mitted to proceed on their voyage, 
it appearing from their papers, that 
they were driven there by diftrefs, 
and only came in to refit. 

He alto found there the Iphigenia 
from Macao, under ;’ortuguete co- 
lours, which had a paflport trom 
the governor ; and though he came 
manitcitly with a view to trade there, 


»vet the Spanith admiral, when he 


{aw his inttructions, pave him leave 
to depart upon his fivning an ene 
gayement to pay the value of the 
vefiel, fhould the government of 
Mexico declare it a lawful prize. 

With this veflel there came a fe. 
cond, which the admiral detained ; 
and a few days after a third, named 
the Argonaut, from the above-men- 
tioned place. The captain of this 
latter was an Englifhman. He came 
not only totrade, but brought every 
thing with him proper to form a fet- 
tlement there, and to fortily it. 
This, notwithftandiny the reimon- 
ftrances of the Spanith admiral, he 
perfevered in, and was detained, tos 
gether with his veflel. 

After him came a fourth Englith 
veflel, named the Princefs Royal, and 
evidently 
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evidently for the fame purpofes. 
She likewife was detained, and fent 
to Port St. Blas, where the pilot of 
the Argonaut made away with him- 
felf. 

The vicerey, on being informed 
of thefe particulars, gave orders 
that the captainand the veffels fhould 
be releafed, and that they fhould 
have leave to refit, without declar- 
ing them a lawful prize ; and this he 
did, on account of the ignorance of 
the proprietors, and the friendfhip 
which Fibfitted between the two 
courts of London and Madrid. 

He alfo gave them leave to return 
to Macao with their cargo, after 
capitulating with them in the fame 
manner as with the Portuguefe cap- 
tain, and leaving the affair to be 
finally deterniined by the count de- 
Revillacigedo, his fucceflor, who 
alfo gave thei their hberty. 

As foon asthe court of Madrid had 
received an account of the detention 
of the firft Englifh vefic! at Nootka 
Sound, and before that of the fe- 
cond arrived, it ordered its ambaf 
fador at London to make a report 
thereof to the Engliih minitter, 
which he did, onthe 1: thof February 
dait, and to require that the partic 
who had planned theile expeditions 
fhould be punithed, in order to de- 
ter others from making {cttlements 
on territoriesoccupied and frequent- 
ed by the Spamiards tora number of 
years. 

In the ambaffadér’s memorial, 
mention was only made of the Spa- 
nith admiral that commanded the 
—— armament, having vifited 
Nootka Sound in 1774, though 
that harbour had been frequently 
vuited both before and fince, with 
the ufual forms of taking poflefion. 
Thete forms were repeated more par- 
ticularly inthe years 1755 and1779, 
all along the coafts as fag as Prince 
Wiudliam’s Sound, and it was thefe 
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acts that gave occaflon tothe 
rial made by the court of R ufha, 
has been already noticed. ay 

The ~pantth ambeffador at Len. 
don did not reprefent in this» eng. 
rial at that time, that the right gf 
Spain to thefe coafts was con!orma. 
ble to ancient boundaries, which 
had been guaranteed by kaglandy 
the treaty of Utrecht, in the reig, 
of Charles LL. deeming it to be up. 
nece flary ; as orders had veen eiven 
and veflels had actually been feized 
on thofe coafts, fo tor b.ck as ibeg 

‘The aniwer that the Enelith 
miniftry gave, on the 26th of Pe 
bruary, wes, that they had not a 
vet been informes of the fatts ftared 
by the ambaffador, and that the at 
of wrelexe, mentioned in his me 
motial, necefarily fatornded any 
difcuffion of the claims therein, till 
an adequate atonement had been 
made for a proceeain, fo injurious 
to Great britain. 

In addition to this haughty lan 
guage of the Britifh minitter, he far- 
ther added, rhat the fhip mutt in the 
firft place be reftored, and that with 
reipect to any future ftipulations, it 
would be neceffary to wait fora more 
full detail of all the circumitances 
of this affair. 

The harth and Jacome. ftile in 
which this an{wer was given, mace 
the court of Macrid futpect that the 
king of Great Britain’s minitters 
were forming other plans ; and they 
were the more induced to think fs, 
as there were reports that they were 
ening to fit out two fleets, one for 
the Mediterranean and the otherfor 
the Baltic. This of courfe obliged 
Spain to increafe the fmall fquadron 
fhe was getting ready to excicife her 
marine. 

The court of Spain then ordered 
her atnbaflador at London to prefent 
a memorial to the Britifh miniftry, 
fetting forth, that though the crows 


ne 


_ 











which 


p act 


any 
till 
ven 


lan- 
far- 





PUBLIC 


ef Spain had an indubitable right to 
continent, ifands, harbours, 
and coafts of that part of the world, 
founded on treaties and immemorial 
lefion, vetasthe viceroy of Mex. 
ico had releafed the veffels that were 
detained, the king louked upon the 
alfair as concluded, without enter- 
ing into any difputes or difcuthons 
on the undoubted rights of Spain, 
and defiring to give,a proof of his 
friendfhip for Great Brirain, he 
faould reft fatisfied if fhe ordered 
that her fubjects, in future, refpected 
thofe rights. 

Asif Spain, in this anfwer, had 
faid claim to the empire of that 
ocean, though fhe only {poke of 
what belonged to her by treaties, 
and as if it had been fo grievous an 
offence to terminate this affair by 
reftitution of the only veil whic 
was then known to have been taken, 
it excited fuch clamour and agitation 
jn the parliament of England, that 
the moft vigorous preparations for 
war have been commenced; and 
thofe powers difinclined to peace 
charge Spain with defigns cuntrary 
to her known principles of honour 
and probity, as well a.°to the tran- 
quillity of Europe, which the Spa- 
nith monarch and his minifters have 
always had in view. 

While England was employed in 
making the greateft armaments and 
preparations, that court made an- 
twer tothe Spanifh ambaflador (up- 
onthe sth of May) that the acts of 
violence committed againft the Bri- 
tith flag “ rendered it neceflary for 
the fovereign to charge his minifter 
at Madrid, to renew the remon- 
ftrances (being the anfwer of Eng- 
land already mentioned) and to re- 
quire that fatisfaétion, which his 
majefty thought he had an indifputa- 
ble right to demand.” 

To this was added a declaration 
Aot to gnter formally intothe matter 
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until a fatisfaétory anfwer wes ob- 
tained ; ‘+ and at the fame time the 
memorial of Spain fhould not in- 
clude in it the queftion of right ;” 
which formed a moft effential part 
of the difcuffion. 

The Britith adminiftration offer, 
in the fame anfwer, to take the moft 
effectual and pacific meafures, that 
the Englifh fubjeéts fhall not aét 
* againft the juft and acknowledged 
rights of Spain, but that thev can- 
not at prefent accede to the pretenfi- 
ous of abfolute fovereignty, com- 
merce and navigation, which ap- 
peared to be the principal object of 
the memorials of the ambaffador, 
and that the king of England confi- 
ders it as a duty incumbent upon 
him to proteét his fubjecis in the 
enjoyment of the right of continu- 
ing their fifhery in the Pacific Ocean.” 

If this pretenfion is found to tref- 
an upon the ancient boundaries 

aiddown inthereign of king Charles 
Il. and guaranteed by England in 
the treaty of Utrecht, as Spain 
believes, it appears that that court 
will have good reafons for difput- 
ing and oppofing this claim, and 
it is to be hoped that the equity of 
the Britith adminiftiation will ful» 
pend and reftrict it accordingly. 

In confequence of the foregoing 
anf{wer, the charged’ affaires fromthe 
court of London at Madrid infifted, 
in a memorial of the 1¢th of May, 
on reftitution of the veffel detained 
at Nootka, and the property there- 
in contained ; of an indemnification 
for the loffes fuftained, and on a re- 
paration proportioned to the injury 
done to the Englith fubjeéts trading 
under the Britifh flag, and that they 
have an indifputable right to the en- 
joyment of a free and uninterrupted 
navigation, commerce, and fifhery ; 
and to the poffeffion of fuch eftablith- 
ments as they fhould form with the 
content of the natives of the country, 

not 
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not previoufly oceugied by any of 
the European nations. 

An explicit and prompt an{wer 
was detired upun this head, in fuch 
terms 48 migh® tend to calm the 
anxieties, and to maintain the iriend- 
fhip. fubfifting between the two 
courts. 

The charge d’atfaires having ob- 
ferved, that a fulpenfion ot the 
Spanifharmaments would contribut 
to tranquillity, upon the terms to be 
communicated by the Britifh admi- 
niitration, an anfwer was made by 
the Spanish adminiftration, that the 
king was fincerely inclined to difarm 
upon the principles of reciprocity, 
and proportioned to the circum- 
fiances.,ot the two couris; adding, 
that the conrt of Spain was actuated 
by the mott pacific intentions, and 
a defire to give every (atistaction and 
indemnification, if juitice was not 
on their fide, provided England did 
as much if fhe wastound to ve in the 
wiong. 

This. anfwer muft convince all the 
courts of Europe that the conduct 
of the king and his admiuittration ts 
confonant to the invariadle princi- 
pies of juftice, truth, and peace. 
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IN compliance with your excel- 
lency’s dufive, I have the ho- 
nour to communicate to you, in 
writing, what I obferved to you in 
the convertation we had the day be- 
fore velterday. 

The fabftance of thefe obfervati- 
ons are brietly thefe : 

The court of London is animated 
with the moft fincere defire of ter- 
minating the difference that at pre- 
font fubhits between it and the court 
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ot Madrid, relative to the Port of 
Nootka, and the adjacent latitudes, 
by a friendly negociation ; but as it 
is evident, upon the cleareft princi. 
ples of juftice and reaton, that ay 
equal negociation cannot be o 
= cy ome put in their original 
ate, : as Certain acts have been 
committed in the latitudes in Quef. 
tron by vellels belonging to the r 
marine Of Spain, again feverg| 
Brituh veflels, without any reprifals 
having been made, of any fort, on 
the part of Britain, that power is 
perfectly in the right to infift, a 
a preliminary condition, Upon a 
prompt and fuitable reparation for 
thefe acts of violence ; and in confe. 
quence of this principle, the prac 
tice of nations bas limited fuch right 
of reparation to three articles, viz, 
the reftitution of the vefiels—a full 
indemnification for the loffes (uftaine 
ed by the parties injured—and final- 
ly, fatisfaction to the fovereign for 
the infult offered to his flag. Sothat 
it is evident that the actual de 
mands of my court, far from cons 
taining any thing to piejudice the 
rights or the dignity of his catho 
lic majefty, amount to no more in 
fact than what is conftanily done by 
Great Britain herfelf, as wellasevery 
other maritime power, in fimilareits 
cumitances.—Finaliv, as to the na- 
ture of the fatistaction which the 
court of London exacts on this ot 
cafion, and on which your excel 
lency appears to defire tome expla 
nation, [am authorifed, Sir, toat 
fure you, that if bis catholic ma 
refty confents to make a du laration 
in his name, bearing in fubftance, 
tha he had determined to offer to 
his Britannic majefty a juftand {uit- 
able fatisfaction for the infult offered 
to his flag—tuch offer, joined toa 
promife of making reftitution of the 
veflels captured, and to indematy 
the propgietors, under the qm 
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sone fpecified in the official letter of 
-, erry on the 16th of May, 
will be regarded by his Britannic ma- 


jefty as conftiruting in itfelf the fa- 


tisfaction demanded: and his faid 
majefty will accept of it asfuch by a 
counter declaration on his part. I 
have tu add, that as it appears un- 
certain if the veffels, the North 
Weft, an American veffel, and the 
Iphigenia, had truly a right to en- 
joy the protection of the Britifh flag 
the king will with pleafure confént 
that an examination of this queftion, 
as wellas that relative to the juft 
amount of the loffes fuftained by his 
fubjects, may be left to the deter- 
mination of commiffioners to be 
named by the two courts. 

Having thus recapitulated to your 
excellency the heads of what I ob- 
ferved to you in converfation, I flat- 
ter myfelf you will weigh the whole 
in your mind, with that fpirit of 
equity and moderation which cha- 
raterifes you, that I may be in a 
condition of fending to my court, 
as foon as poflidle, a fatis! factory an- 
{wer as to the point contained in the 
oficial paper fent to Mr. Merry on 
the 4th of the month, and ‘which, 
for the reafons I have mentioned, 
cannot he regarded by his Britannic 

majefty as fulfilling his juft expecta- 
ions. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
ALLEYNE FirzuerBEer, 


ee 


The Count de Florida Blanca’s R ply, 
June 18. 


YOU will pardon me, fir, that I 
cannot give my aflent to the princi- 
ples laid down in your lait letter, as 
Spain maintains on the moft folid 
grounds, that the detention of the 
veflels was made in a port, upon a 
coaft, or in a bay of Spanifh Ame- 
fica, the commerce ond navigation 
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of which belonged exclufi vely to 
Spain, by treaties with all nations, 
even England herfelf. 

The principles laid down cannot 
be adapted to the cafe. The veffels 
detained attempted to make an efta- 
blifhment at a port where they found 
a nation actually fettled, the Spanith 
commander at Nootka hi aving, pre- 
vious to their detention, made the 
moft amicable reprefentations to the 
agereflors to defiit from their pur- 

fe. 

Your excellency will alfo permit 
me to lav before you, that it is not 
at allcertagin that the vetfels detained 
navigated under the Britifh flag; al- 
though they were Englith velfels 5 
there having been reafon to believe 
that they navigated under the pro- 
tection of Portus tefe paffports, fur- 
nifhed them by the governor of 
Macao as commercial ‘vellels, and 
not belonging to the royal marine. 
Your exc Hlency will add to thefe 
reafons, that by the reftitution of 
thefe veflels, their furniture and car- 
goes, or their value, in confequence 
of the refolution adopted by the vice- 
roy of Mexico, which has been ap- 
proved of by the king, for the fake 
of peace, every thing is placed in 
its original ftate, the object your 
excellency alms at t—nothing remain- 
ing unfettled put the indemnifi ation 
of lofles, and fatisfaétion for the 
infult, which fhall alfo be regulated 
when evidence fhall be given what 
infult has been committed, which’ 
hitherto has not been fufficiently 
explained. 

sows: that a quarrel may not 

arife about words, and that two na- 
tions friendly to each other may not 
be expofed to the calamities of war, 
I have to inform you, fir, by order 
of the king, that his maj efty con=- 
fents to make the declaration which 
your excellency propotes in your 
letter, and will offer to his Britannic 
majelty 
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majefty a juft and fuitable fatisfaction 
for the infult offered to the honour 
of his flag, provided that to thefe 
are added either of the following 
explanations : 

1. That in offering fuch fatisfac- 
tion, the infult and the {atisfaction 
fhall be fully fettled both in form 
and fubftance by a judgment to be 

ronounced by one of the kings of 

wrope, whom the king my matter 
leaves wholly to the choice of his 
Britannic majefty ; for it is fufficient 
to the Spanifli monarch that a crown- 
ed head, from full information of 
the faéts, fhall decide as he thinks 
jatt. 

2. That in offering a juft and 
fuitable fatisfaction, care fhall be 
taken that in the progrefs of the 
negociation to be opened, no faéts 
be admitted as true but fuch as can 
be fully eftablifhed by Great Britain 
with regard to the infult offered to 
her flag. 

3. Vhat the faid fatisfaction fhall 
be given on condition that no infer- 
ence be drawn therefrom to affeét 
the rights of Spain, nor of the right 
of exacting from Great Britain an 
equivalent fatistaction, if it fhall be 
found, in the courfe of nezociation, 
that the king has a right to demand 
fatisfaction for the aggreflics and 
ufurpation made on the Spanith ter- 
ritory, contrary to fubfifting trea- 
ties. 

Your excellency will be pleafed 
to make choice of either of thefe 
three explanations to the declaration 
your excellency propofes, or all the 
three together,—and to point out 
any difficujty that occurs to you, 
that it may be obviated ;—or any 
other mode that may tend to pro- 
mote the peace which we defire to 
eftablith. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Ex Conve ve Fiorina Blanca. 

8 
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Letter from the Right Hon, Willian 
Wyndham Grenville, one of bis 
Majefiy’s Ps tncipal Secretarje; of 
State, to the Lord Mayor. 


Whitehall, Aug. $y 19 
Go» 
My Lorp, 


I HAVE the honour to inform 
your lordfhip that a meffenger js ar. 
rived from his majefty’s ambaffador 
extraordinary at Madrid, with the 
account, that, in compliance wih 
his majefty’s demand of {atisfaéion 
for the capture of the Britith veffels 
at Nootka, a declaration was figned 
on the 24th of July, by count Flo 
rida Blanca, in the name of his 
catholic majefty ; and that the fame 
was accepted in his majetty’s name, 
by his majefty’s ambaffador, who 
was thereupon to proceed to the 
difcuffion of the matters depending 
between the two courts, with a view 
to a definitive arrangement. 

The declaration above referted 
to, will be immediately publithed 
in a Gazette Extraordinary, which 
will be forwarded to your lordfhip 
as foon as it is printed. 

I am, my lord, 
Your lordfhip’s moft obedient 
And moft humble fervaat, 
W. W, Grenvilit 


The Right Hon. the Lord 
Mayor of London. 


_-_— — --—— — -<+- -—_ += _--—- 


The London Gazette Extraordinary 
Auguft 5+ 

Whitehall, Auge §, 179% 

THIS morning one of his majel- 
ty’s meflengers arrived from Madrid, 
at the office of his grace the duke of 
Leeds, his majefty’s principal fecre- 
tary of ftate for foreign affairs, with 
difpatches from the right honourable 
Alieyne Fitzherbert, his majelty’ 
ambaflader extraordinary and plente 
potemtaly 
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entiary at that court, containing 
an account of the following decla- 
ration and counter declaration hav- 
ing been figned and exchanged on the 
rwenty-fourth of July lait, by his ex- 
cellency on the part of his majetty, 
and by his excellency count Florida 
Blanca, his catholic majefty’s mini- 
fter and principal fecretary of {tate, 
on the part of the catholic king. 


DECLARATION, 


HIS Britannic majefty having 
complained of the capture of certain 
vellels belonging to his fubjects in 
the port of Nootka, fituated on the 
north-weft coaft of America, by an 
officer in the fervice of the king: the 
under-figned counfellor and princi- 

al fecretary of ftate to his majetty, 
being thereto duly authorife, de- 
clares, inthe name and by the order 
of his faid majefty, that he is willing 
to give fatisfaction to his Britannic 
majefty for the uyury of which he 
has complained; fully perfuaded 
that his faid Britannic majefty would 
act in the fame manner towards the 
king, under fimilar circumftances ; 
and his majeity further engages to 
make tull rettirution of all the Britifh 
vellels which were captured at Nvot- 
ka, and to indemnify the parties in- 
terefted in thofe veflels, for the lofles 
which they fhall have fuftained, as 
foon as the amount thereof fhall 
have been afcertained. 

It being underitood that this de- 
claration is not to preclude or pre- 
judice the ulterior difcuffion of any 
right which his majefty may claim 
to form an exclufive eftablifhment 
at the port of Nootka. 

In witnefs whereof I have figned 
this declaration, and fealed it 
with the feal of my arms. At 
Madrid, the 24th ot J uly, ! 79°. 

(L.S.) signed 

Li Comre vi Froripa Branca. 
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COUNTER-DECLARATION, 


HIS catholic majetty having de- 
clared that he was willing to give 
fatistaction for the injury done to 
tiie king, by the caprure of certain 
veflels belonging to his fubjects, in 
the bay of Nootka, and the count 
de Florida Blanca having figned, in 
the name and by the order of his 
catholic majefty, a declaration to 
this effect; and by which his faid 
majefty likewife engages to make 
full reftitution of th« veffeis fo cap- 
tured, and to indemnify the parties 
interefted in thofe veffels for the 
lofles they fhall have fuftained ; the 
underfigned ambaflador extraordi- 
nary and plenipotentiary of his ma- 
jefty to the catholic king, being 
thereto duly and expretsly autho- 
rifed, accepts the faid declaration 
in the name of the king; and de- 
clares that his majefty will confider 
this declararion, together with the 
performance of the engagementscon- 
tained therein, as a full and entire 
fatisfaction for the injury of which 
his majefty has complained. 

The under-figned declares, at the 
fame time, that it is be underftood, 
that neither the faid declaration 
figned by count Florida Blanca, nor 
the acceptance thereof by the under- 
fizned, in the name of the kiny, is 
to preclude or prejudice, in any re- 
fpeét, the right which his majefty 
may claim to any eftablithment 
which his fubjeéts may have form, 
ed, or fhould be defirous of form- 
ing in future, at the faid bay of 
Nootka. 

In witnefs whereof I have figned 
this counter-declaration, and 
fealed it with the feal of my 
arms. At Madrid, the 24th of 
July, 1790- 

(L.S.) Signed 

ALLEYNS FirzHERBERT. 


Lettur 
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Letter of M. De Moatmorin, Secretary 
of the Fo: cien Department of Fran es 
to the Prefident of the National A/- 


Sembly. 
Paris, Augufi 1, 1790+ 
Mr. Prefident, 


THE king ordered me, about the 
middle of May lait, to make known 
to the national affembly the motives 
that had induced him toth:nk an ar- 
mament of fourteen flips of the 
line neceflary, and the difpofitions 
that were made in the port for increaf- 
ing this armameat if circumftances 
fhould require it. The aflembly ap- 
plauded the meafure at the time, and 
paffed a vote of thanks to his majetty. 

The armament is on the eve of he- 
ing complete, and his majefty 1n order- 
ing me to communicate this to the 
afiembly, has commanded me allo to 
inform them, that from that time his 
Britaanic majefty hascontinued, and 
continues ftill, to augment his marine 
with the greateft pofhible activity. 

Ia theie circumftances, although 
the language of the court of Lon- 
doo has been all along equally paci- 
fic with our own; although the has 
announced that her intentions are 
dimicable towards us, and although, 
in a word, the cor re{pundence be- 
tween the two nations has been fuch 
as we would defire for the mainte- 
mance of good underitanding and 
harmony between them; the king 
thinks that it is equally becoming 
the prudence and dignity of the na- 
tion to augment our armaments pro- 
portionably with thofe now prepar- 
mig in the portsof England. 

Po tele general contiderations 
of prudence and dignity, another 
muli be added not leis important. 
The king of Spain claims in the 
moft pofitive manner an aflurance of 
the execution of the conditions ftipu* 
lated by the tre atv ol alliance fub- 
biting between the two natioius, in 








"DAR ER 
cafe that the negotiation now en} 
on with England fhould nog 
the fuccefs which he expeéts and g. 
lires. 
| The king has ordered me to lay be. 
fore the aflembly the minifterial |e. 
terot the ambatlador of Spain, toe 
gether with all the pieces which ae. 
company it, and which explain the 
origin and progrefs of the dithculry 
that has arifen between Spain and 
England. I alfo joina paper, which 
fhews the Jatt ftate of the negotiation 
between the two powers, as it has 
come to our knowledge. 

This negotiation appears to have 
taken the moit favourable turn finee 
the conciliating propofitions made 
by the court of Madrid, and the 
manner in which they were received 
at London. In this ftate of things, 
his majefty thinks he may fatter 
hinfelf that the two courts will come 
toa good underftanding. In this 
hope which he yet entertains, after 
explaining himfelf directly to the 
king, his coufin, he thought proper 
in his wifdom to defer provoking a 
deliberation in the national aflembly 
on the official demand of the ambal- 
fader of Spain. But as the activity 
with which the court of London 
augments her armaments, may ine 
{pire doubts of the fuccefs of the 

_ negotiation, the king has not thought 
it proper to delay longer the comms 
nication of this official paper. 

This letter has therefore two ob- 
jects—the firit, to inform the atlem- 
bly of the propriety of augmenting 
our marine force the fecond, to 
fubmit to their wifdom what anfwer 
fhould be made to the court of Ma 
diid. 

I believe it will be fuperfluous to 
fay any thing on the importance 
thefe objeéts. They are fo important 
in the eyes of the king, that he thinks 
he ought to invite the aflembly tous 
thorife a committee to confer ee 
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the minifter for foreign affairs, and 
fych other members of the council 
as his maielty fhall think proper to 
delegate. By thele means the na- 
tional affembly will receive all the 
ecclairciffements which may enable 
them to deliberate with a perfect 
knowledge of the fulyect. 
(Signed) 
De MONTMORIN. 








Letter ,/'0 « Count de Fernan Nuvez 
t M. de Mean‘morin, Seereiary of 
the Faveign Department of Jrance. 

Paris, June 16, 1790s 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to addrefs 
you with this, a faithful extraét of all 
the tranfactions which have hitherto 
pafled between mv court and that of 
London, on the fubject of the de- 
tention of two Englifh veffels, which 
were feized in the bay of St. Law 
rence, or Nootka, fituated in the 
soth degree to the north of Califor- 
nia, and which were afterwards taken 
to the port of St. Blas. 

You will obferve by this relation, 

1. That by the treaties, demar- 
cations, takings of pofleflion, and 
the moft decided aéts of fovereignty 
exercifed by the Spaniards in thefe 
ftations, from the reign of Charles 
ll, and authnorifed by that monarch 
in 1692, the original vouchers for 
which fhall be brought forward in 
the courfe of the negotiation, all the 
coaft to the north of the Weftern 
Anerica, on the -fide of the South 
Sea, as far as beyond what is called 
Prince William’s Sound, which is 
in the fixty-firft degree, is acknow- 
ledged to belong exclufively to Spain. 
_ 2. That the court of Ruffia hav- 
ing been informed of this extent of 
our boundary, affured the king, my 
mafter, without the leat delay, of the 
pu ty of ils intentions in this re 
tpect, and added, * That it was ex- 

I- 0. 
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tremely forry thet the repeated or- 
ders iflued to prevent the fubjects of 
Kufia from violating, in the fmalleft 
degree, the territory belonging to 
another power, fhould have been dif- 
obeyed. 

2. ‘That the ftate of the poffef- 
fions and exclafive commerce on the 
fea coaft of the Southern Ocean, as 
it exifled in the time of Cherles IT. 
had been acknowledged and defined 
anew by all the nations of Europe, 
and more particularly by England, 
in the eighth article of the treaty of 
Utrecht. 

4. Vhat notwithftinding the juft 
title he has to a prefervation of his 
ancient rivhts, the king, my matter, 
has approved of the conduct of the 
viceroy of Mexico, who, in confe- 
quence of his general orders and in- 
ftructions for the prefervation of 
peace with every power, took upon 
himfelf to releafe the vetlels feized in 
the port of Nootka, upon a fuppo- 
fition that the conduct of their cap- 
tains was a confequence of their to- 
tal ignorance wyjtly refpect of the le- 
gitimacy of the rights of Spain on 
thofe coafts. 

It is in confequence of the defire 
of his Catholic majefty to preferve 
peace to himfelf, and to eftablith 
the general tranquillity of Europe, 
that he has taken the fteps you will 
obferve in the faid extraét, and that 
he has commenced an amicable and 
direct negotiation with England, 
which he will finifh with Mr. Fitz- 
herbert, the new ambaflador fent 
from that court to the court of Ma- 
drid. We are in hopes that the con- 
fequences of this negotiation will be 
favourable ; but, at the fame time, we 
muft employ all the neceflary means 
to make it fo. 

An immediate and exaét accom- 
plifiment of the treaty figned at Pa- 
ris, the 1sth of Auguft 1761, under 
the title of the Family Compact, be- 
(F) comes 















































































































































































(#2) 


comes an indifpenfable preliminary 
to a fuecefsful negotiation. It is in 
confequence of the abiolute neceflity 
which Spain finds of having recourte 
to the fuccour of France, that the 
king, my mafter, orders me to de- 
mand exprefsly what France can do 
i the prefent circumttances to aflitt 
Spain, according to the mutual en- 
gagements ftipulated by the treaties. 
His Catholic majefty defires that the 
armaments, as well as other proper 
meafures to fulfil and realize thefe 
facred engagements, be immediately 

ut in exeeution. He charges me to 
add farther, that the prefent ftate of 
this unforefeen bufinefs requires a 
very {peedy determination, and that 
the meafures which the court of 
France thal} take for his afliftance, 
fhall be fo active, fo clear, and fo 

fitive, as to prevent even the 
Fnallet ground for fufpicion. Other- 
wife his moft Chriftian majefty muft 
not be furprifed that Spain fhould 
feck other friends and different allies, 
among a'} the powers of Europe, 
without excepting any one, upon 
whofe affiftance fhe can rely in cafe 
of need. The ties of blood and per- 
fonal friendihip which unite our two 
fovereigns, and particularly the re- 
ciprocal intereft which exifts between 
two nations united by nature, fhall 
be refpected mioall new arrvange- 
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ments, as far as circumitances will 
permit. 

This, fir, isthe pofitive demand 
which Lam oblived tomake, and in 
confequence of which | hope his meft 
Chriftian majefty will immediately 
take fuch meafures as fhall feem moft 
fuitable, in the prefent circumftances, 
to fatisty my matter, in an object fo 
interefting and important to the pre- 
fervation of hislegal rights, and the 
honour of his nation. 

L have the honour to be, &c. 

Er. Connse De Fernan Nunez. 
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Report of the D'plomatic C ommitice of 
the National Affembly of France o 
the Family Compa betavcer ‘th 
French and Spanil> Branche; of the 
Houfe of Bourbon; addrefed 
the National Afembly, by “M, é 
Mirabau. j 
YOU have commanded vourdiplo. 

matic committee to give their opini- 

on on the anfwer to be made to the 
demand of Spain.—The defire ang 
neceflity of maintaining peace, the 
confidence that it will not be inter. 
rupted, the principles of our new 
conftitution, were our fole guides in 
the confideration of this important 
queftion. To determine with fix 
cefs we have thought it our duty to 
confider the prefent ftate of politics, 
and our connections with the differ. 
ent powers of Europe; we have 
thought it incumbent upon ustodif. 
tinguifh the fyftem hitherto purfued 
by the government of France, from 
the theory analogous to the new fyf- 
tem of atfairs. It is not, however, 
fullicient to underftand our duties 
and our interefts; we mutt reconcile 
them fo as to act with prudence; 
we mutt difcover the means of avoid- 
ing without difhonour the torch of 
war; we muft above all things, be- 
fore determining on the fuccours we 
owe to our allies, employ the collett- 
ed force of the ftate, and the united 
wills of all the citizens of the em- 
pire, as the bulwark of our new con 

{titution. 

If we take a fair furvey of the 
object in difpute between the courts 
of London and Madrid, we cn 
hardly fuppofe that the peace wi 
be interrupted. ‘The territory ™ 
queftion between the two powers 
in fact, belongs to neither ; it 15 Un 
queftionably the property of the im 
dependent inhabitants whom nature 
originally placed there. ‘This line 
of diftinction appears a little more 
coh 
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ronfonant totruth, than that marked 
our by the pope ; and thete peopits 
diftant from us as they are, if ey 
are opprefled, are they not our allies ? 
Shall we do fo much injuiftce to the 
character of two enlightened nati- 
ons, as to fuppofe they would lavith 
their blood and treafure for the ac- 
aifition of fo diftant, fo barren a 
{pot of ground? Thefe fimple truths, 
our impartiality has compelled us to 
lay down; we willconfirm them by far- 
ther argument, if neceflary; but this 
firit viewis not decifive of the queftion. 
[f, onthe other hand, we fhall be 
determined in our conduct by the 
urgent preflure of our circumftances, 
not merely to avoid a war, but even 
the expence of armaments, can we 
conceal the ftate of our finances, not 
yet regenerated, or the ftate of our 
army and navy not yet organized ? 
Can we conceal, that amidit the in- 
numerable misfortures of war, even 
ajuft one, the greateft for us would 
be the diftraction of the attention 
of our citizens from the conftitu- 
tion, the fole object which ought to 
engage their moit ardent hopes and 
wifhes? Public opinion would be 
divided, and additional obttacles 
would intervene, which the utmoft 
energy of the public would haildy be 
able to furmount ; but even the cala- 
mities of war, great as they are, and 
the inconveniences refulting from 
our pretent fituation, are not fuffici- 
ent todecide the important queftion 
of alliance. la fine, if we were to 
conduct ourfelves this day on the 
principles by which we mean in fu- 
ture to be regulated ; if, overleaping 
the interval of time betwixt the pre- 
fent ftate of Europe, and what. tt 
will be at a more diftant period, we 
Were to give at this moment a proof 
of univerfal good will, fuch as m Ly 
pave the way tor the declaration of 
the rights of nations, we fhould not 
have occ ation to deliberate long upon 
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alliances, nor war. Will there be 
any néceflity for politics, when defs 
potsand flaves are no more? Shall 
France want allies when fhe has no 
longer enemies ? Perhaps the mo- 
ment is approsching, when liberty, 
triumphant in both hemifpheres, 
fhall accomplith the with of philofo- 
phy, by delivering the human {pecies 
from the neceflity of war, 

Then the happinefs of the people 
will be the fole objects of legiflators, 
the fole object of the laws, and the 
fupreme glory of nations; then the 
paifions ot individuals, being changed 
into public virtues, will no more by 
fanguinary quarrels rend afunder 
the bonds of i icndfhip, which ought 
to unite all governments and _ all 
men: then will be accomplifhed a 
compact of confederation among 
mankind. But we contcf with re- 
gret, that thefe confiderations, {trong 
and powerful as they are, are not the 
only arguments which ought to de- 
termine our conduét in the prefent 
crifis of affairs. The Fiench nation, 
when changing its laws and manners, 
ought doubtlefs at the fame time to 
change its politics; but from the 
oy ange that {till prevailin Europe, 

‘rance ts compelled in the prefent 
initance to adhere to the ancient fyf- 
tem, which cannot without danger 
be at once abandoned. Wifdom fug- 
geits to us, not to throw down one 

sillar of the public fecurity, till ano- 
ther fhall be reared initsroom. Alas! 
who does not know, that in exter- 
nal as in internal politics, intervals 
are awful and dangerous; that the 
interregnum of princes is the ara 
of comimotions; that the interr g- 
num of the laws is the reign of anare 
chy and contufion; and, if I dare 
frceiy exprefs myfelf, that the inter- 
regnum of treaties may be atrul 
dangerous criiis to national profpe- 
rity and happinels¢ The gradual, 
but irrefiftible influence of a brave 
(F 2) Nation, 
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nation, confifting of twenty four-mil- 
lions of men, fpeaking the fame lan- 
guage, governed by the fame laws, 
and bringing back the regulations of 
fociety to the fimple principles of li- 
berty aod juftice, which pofftfs an 
irrefiftible power over the human 
mind—the influence, I fay, of fuch 
a nation will procure mifhionaries 
and profelytes in every country of 
the world The influence of fuch a 
people will furely win the hearts of 
every European nation to tread the 
path of truth, moderation, and jul- 
tice ; but not at once, not in one 
day, nor in one year; too many 
prejudices enflave the mind, too ma- 
ny paffions inflame the heart, and 
too many tyrants rule with defpotic 
fway. Further, doves our geogra- 
phical fituation fuggeft to us to 
feparate ourfelves from our allies ? 
Are not our remote  pofletiions, 
feattered as they are on all parts 
of the globe, expofed to attacks 
which we are incapable in all parts 
fingly to repel ? And while at the 
fare time we know that knowledge 
and inttruction are not fo gererally 
ditfuted, that every pro} le will be 
willing to believe that one common 
political intereft ouvht to bind the 
human rece by the cultivation of 
peace, mutual kindnefs, and reci 

proc al lov-, ought we not to eppofe 
the affection of one nation, to the 
reftleffnefs of another, and at lest 
reftrain by a formidab! 
thofe who would be tempted 


ann ram = 


to take 
advantage of our troubles, with a 
view to the advancement of 
own profperity ? 

So long as we fhall have rivals, 
prudence enjoins us to place bevond 
the pothdulity ot 


their 


an attack, the par- 
eat Pent 

ticular property of every individual 
In the nation ; to watch with caution 


the ambitious enterprizcs of foreiecn 


» 


courts, and to proportion our put ic 


force tothe armaments of the power 
4 
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which threatens our territories, 
long as our neighbours fhall not jm. 
plicitly adopt our principles, we that 
be conftrained, while purfuing 
more liberal fyftem of politics, nog 
to forget thofe precautions whick 
prudence requires. If our ambef. 
fadors at foreign courts fhall haveno 
more cccafion to plead the caufe of 
our paflions, they will have to de. 
fend the caufe of reafon, a more ex 
cellent function. Is it not true, that 
a people whofe with is to preferve 
peace over all, undertake an enter. 
prize more difficult and noblethans 
nation which inflames its ambition, 
by theeager purtuit of objectsto gra. 
tifv its luft of dominion, and con 
queits to fatisfy its thirft of glory? 

Thefe, gentlemen, are the moft 
important reflections which have 
ftruck your committee ; they leadto 
two principles which they have 
adopted, and which it is my duty to 
fubinit to you, before I enter upon 
a longer detail on the particular af 
fair of Spain. 

Thefe two principles are, 

ift, That ell treaties heretofore 
concluded by the king of the French, 
ought to be ftridtly obferved by the 
French nation, fubjeét, however, to 
fu h alterations and modifications, 
as fhall be made therein by an in 
veftigation of this affembly and its 
committees, and agreeable to im 
ftructions which the king fhall bere: 
queited to give on that head to his 
agents at ditferent courts of F urope. 

2d, That the king fhall be imme- 
diately addrefled to intimate to all 
the foreign powers, with whom we 
have connection, that the unaltera 
ble defire of peace, and the renun- 
ciation of every defire of conqueft, 
being the bafis of our conftitution, 
the French nation will not regard 33 
obligatory nor binding any part a 
fuch treaties, but the ftipulations 
which are purely defenfive. 

: Thef 
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Thefe two principles appear to us 


in perfect union with, and congenial 
to, the {pirit of our conftitution, and 
they appear to us of {fo much the 
more Importance, as they will, on 
the one hand, ferve to give fatisfac- 
tion toourallies, and on theot her, will 
‘eave no doubt of our love of peace, 
our earneft defjre to fee extinguifhed 
for ever the torch of war, and our 
decided refolution never to take arms, 
unlefs tocurb unjuft oppreffors. It 
js not, however, fufficient to de- 
clare, that toambition, (whofe only 
object is aggrandizement) and to po- 
Jitics, (whote object it isto confound) 
we mean in future to be ftrangers. 
It becomes us to apprize all nations, 
that if in order to deftroy for ever 
even the feeds of future quarrels, it 
fhall be found neceffary to renounce 
allexternal force, we will give the 
firft example of deftroying our for- 
tifications, difbanding our army, 
and burning our fleets. The two 
principles which I have laid down, 
point out the anfwer which the king 
oughtto vive to the court of Spain, 
but your committee will defcend into 
particulars. We have examined our 
alliance with Spain, under the follow- 
ing points of view: the wra of the 
engagement, its utility, its form, the 
conditions on our part, the actual 
fituation of the Spaniards, and the 
apparent views ot the I.uclifh. 

The refult of our enquiries are 
thefe : The Sp iniards were long oul 
enemies ; after th lapte of more than 
acentury, in which many fanguina- 


ry battles were fought, the peace of 


the Pyrenees put an cnd to the wars 
of two nations, equally haughty and 
warlike, who ruined and tore theim- 
{elves to pisces to gratity the pride or 
Vanity of particular men, to the 
Misiortune of the two people; the 
tranquillity of europe was, however, 
Of fhort duration; the pathons of 
princes take but a flicht r pofe; 
Lewis XIV, united in his fainily the 
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fceptres of Fraace and Spain; this 
union was a pretext for the furround- 
ing powers to unite againft us; and 
had half their projeéts of vengeance 
fucceeded, if we had not fallen under 
the {trokes of fo manv enemies, we 
could not have efca ed that languor 
and internal deftruétion, which are 
the never-failing conf.quences of a 
long war. 

It was foon perceived, however, 
thet this fucceflion which had coft fo 
much blood, did not vet fecure the 
repofe of the two nations; the kines 
were relations; the people wore full 
difunited : the n iniffers were | iN 4S 5 
and England, profiting of their divi- 
fions and weaknefs, fcized with im- 
punity the empire cf the fea, and the 
commerce 0! the world, 

After that fatal, that calamitous 
war, which coit the Fretich nation 
its fhips, its riches, and its fineft 
colonies, our misfortunes afforded to 
the Spanifh character. a glorious oc- 
cafion to difplay itfeli, and which 
they have fince repeated. ‘That ge- 
nerous people whofe good faith is 
proverbial, acknowledged us for 
triends when we were ready to fall; 
they participated in our misfortunes, 
they re-animated our hopes, they 
weakened our rivals, and their mie 
nifters figned in 1761 a treaty of al- 
liance with us when our arms were 
broken to pieces, our credit loft, and 
our navy dcftroyed. What was the 
confequence of this union ? Sixteen 
vears of peace and tranquillity, 


: +. 
which would not have then been tn- 


rer rea. nmrviank ! i reverenc d 
. } . i , } . 
In ner col > tne lacred princi 5 
. ’ Ss. q . ; . 
of ubert which thre berie OIeS 5 
nd it the #rench, the prot tors of 
' ,' . 
the Ibertis of others, before fhe 
aured her own, hai not urged 


: - } - i f Ap 
their king to make war in defence ol 
the mci hk 1} 

—T ail ae — 

| - if arrel, AaAvIOIUTeLY loreien 
to the court of in, miecht dif- 
. 3 ° ' 

involve its dear- 
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cht interefts ; but the Englifh having 
been the firft violaters of the peace, 
the Spaniards, faithful to theirengage- 
ments, flew to arms, joined us with 
their fleets, their treafures, and their 
foldiers, and with them we acquired 
the immortal honour of reftoring 
eto liberty a confiderable part of the 
human race. 

Siace the memorable peace which 
crowned our efforts, war was again 
on the point of being rekindled be- 
tween France and England ; no foon 
er had the king of the French noti- 
fied to his ally that he was arming, 
than a powertul fleet filled the ports 
of Spain; the did not even wait for 
intimation, but flew unafked to 
our afliftance: and England agreed 
with us to difarm. But let us draw 
a veil over that fhametul period, 
when the untkilfulnefs of our minif- 
ters robbed usof an ally, whom we 
had gained by our tavours, and whom 
we had futhciently protected by fhow- 
ing ourfelves at all times ready to de- 
fend her; a lofs which will deprive 
us in future of the means ol 
acting as the arbiters of peace in 
Europe. In recalling to your remem- 
brance the conduct of Spain, and the 
fervices the has rendered to us, we 
demand jt France oucht to break a 
treaty, generoufly entered into, fre- 
quently uletul, and religioufly ob 
ferved ? We demand if it would be 
honourable to- annul fo folemna an 
engagement, at the igtiaot that Spain 
is threatened with the fime dange Is, 
which fhe three didcrent times ward- 
ed otf trom ys ? 

We will not arcue with 
who are afraid that one of the 
nations fall exceed 


but doe 


thofe 
two 
in genevolity ; 

; Our paterell in the prefeut 
cafe preferibe to us other laws than 
gratitude ? Some men there are at 
bold charafters, and proud of 


country, who believe France invin- 


cinle, though jkanding by herfelf, 


UBLIC 








co ee of 
Some of thefe have the honour to 
fit among us; and this opinion js % 
much the more honourable, ay jt 
blends the public ftrength with the 
energy ol liberty. But public liberty 
is not in itfeli the great ftrength of 
empires, which have long beea 
fiiangers to yuftice: nations, on the 
contrary, apply themiclves folely to 
the increafe of their internal weaith, 
and advancement of their true prof- 
peritv. But France may perceive 
inher annals, triumphs whi h prompt 
revenge. She has colonics which 
excite ambition, a commerce which 
excites defire of pofietlion; and if 
fic may be able one day to defend 
herfelf without allies, and which] 
believe as itrongly as any man, this 
is no reston why fhe thould expofe 
herfelf fingly to a war with powers 
whofe forces are fuperior to 
her own ; for we are not confidering 
the cafe in potnt of neceflity, but 
prudence. We are not deliberating, 
if we fhal] make a difplay of our lat 
refources, but confidering the moft 
cffe¢tua]l means to preferve peace. 
Ve confider no nation nor people 
as our enemy. What is tt but an 
infidious iyftem of politics that has 
hitherto reprejented as our rival, 2 
nation whofe fteps we have followed, 
whofe brilliant example has been a 
lizhtto direct us in the attainment 0 
our liberties, and with whom to many 
new motives lead us to be on a good 
underftanding ; anew f{pecies of ft 
valfhip, the emulation of good laws 
ought totake place of an emulationtol- 
tered by politics and ambition. Letus 
nat then, fora moment, believe that 
a free and enlightened people ¥™ 
take advantage of our tranfient con 
motions to renew unjulily the cal 
war, to attack our mld, 
to check the happy Geve 


, 
actua 


mities of 
liberties, 


Ancinles which fhe 
lopment of the prin iples which th 
ny her the bare 4 
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has taught us. I 
tempt would be fi 


woul! 
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would be facrilege to believe her ca- 
pable of Is Does not the fame po- 
litical religion now unite France and 
Great Britain ? Is not defpotifm and 
its agents the common enemies of 
both ? Willnot the Englith be more 
ceitain of preferving their liberties, 
while a nation of free Frenchmen 
{hail be ready to act as their auxilia- 
ries ? But while we do homage to 
the philofophy of this people, our 
elder brethren in liberty, let us at the 
fame time attend to the maxims of 
prudence. cas 
It is the duty of politicians to 
reafon on fuppofitions which they do 
not believe, and in order to preferve 
the happinefs of nations, care mutt 
be taken to watch the confequences 
of the moft unlikely as well as the 
mott probable events ; Jet us fuppofe 
then, that England anticipates with 
a jealous eye, the improvements 
which a free conftitution mutt one 
dav yive to our ftrength, our com- 
merce, and credit ; that fhe reads in 
her own hiitory the advancement of 
our profperity, and that by a falfe 
fyftem of politics, fhe fhall watch 
circumftances, and profit by every 
opportunity, to break a formidable 
aliiance, of which fhe has often felt 
the full weight. What are the mea- 
fures which fuch a fuppofition ought 
to fucgeit to us ? We cannot coun- 
terbalance the number of Englith 
Ships, but by a junction with our 
ally; our natural interefts dicate 
to us to confirm an alliance with 
Spain; and the fole means of ac- 
romplifhing this objet is to fulfil 
our treaties with fidelity. Perhaps 
tmay be faid, that this fidelity will 
bring on more quickly a foreign war, 
may put a flop to our regeneration, 
enh) impoveri{a our finances, anni- 
Hhuate our armies; dees fuch an ar- 
gument require ananfwer ? England 
either wifhes to co to war, or fhe 


or 
aos not; if the docs not wif it; 
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if fhe arms, that fhe may negotiate 
with greater fuccefs: the conduS 
which we propofe to follow can ne- 
ver be confidered by her as a provo- 
cation, and you will fulfil your en- 
gagements without endangering four 
tranquillity: if, onthecontrary, Eng- 
land defigns to go to war, then you 
can no longer truft to juitice or ge- 
nerofity ; your inactivity will increafe 
your danver inftead of averting it. 
If Spain finks in the conteft, fall 
we not then be an objeét of the fame 
ambition and vengeance ? Shall not 
the fame calamities, which are dread- 
ed as the refult of adhering to ou 
alliance, then threaten our fhances 
and our armies, and many other 
difafters not eafy to forefee ? 

The nation who hath made choice 
of us, asthe framers of their laws, 
have a demand upon us for the fecu- 
rity of their poffeffions and their 
commerce. Reftleffnefs will, per- 
haps, weaken public {pirit, and will 
certainly leflen the refpect due to 
your decrees ; your forefight will be 
called in queftion; if your loyalty is 
applauded, your wifdom will be 
doubted ; it is to be dreaded too, 
that thofe citizens whofe fortunes 
will be affected by the firft ftroke of 
an unexpected war, will be exafpe- 
rated by the difatter. ‘That the re- 
gretot having loftan ally, may not 
be oppofed by particular lofles—that 
we may not reproach ourfelves—and 
as we arcto decide upon cafes equally 
dangerous—it is our duty to prefer 
that determination which will even- 
tually fupply us with the beft means 
of furmounting the dangers to which 
we are in either cafe expofed. 

It will be faid, perhaps, that 
Spain, confiding in our afliftance, 
will not yield in any point in a ne- 
gociation for peace ; whereas if we 
take no concern in the quarrel, the 
accommodation we defire will nei- 
ther De tedious nor dithcult.—We 
(F 4) have 
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have already anfwered this objection. 
The principles which we propofe to 
you to decree, fhall leave no doubt 
of our intentions to Great Britain, 
and will evidently point out to Spain, 
that our conftitution only regards 
oblicatory engagements of a defen- 
five nature; cur conduct fhail have 
no hoftile afpect, which ts not war- 
ranted by necefhty. It can 
pear hoftile to the Eneiifh, untets 
they wifh to be the aggictio 

fides, if it is true that by abandon- 
ing our engagements, Spain will be 
forced to necot ate a peace more rea- 
dily with England, it ts not ealy 
to forefee, (whatever may be the na- 
ture gf fuch accommodation) the 
irreparable injury which our credit 
and our commerce will fuitain by 
fuch a negotiation. It is not abfo- 
lutely the Family Compact which we 
propofe to you co ratify, concluded 


ot ny 


as it was at a period when kings 
{poke f wrtheir people, as Wf the coun- 


try which they governed had beer 
their patrimontal inheritance, or as 
if the will of the monarch fhould 
have decided on their fate. 

This treaty bears the fingular name 
of the Family Comp ct: there does 
no’, however, exift one of 
crees which does not 
Europe, 


our de- 
announce to all 
hat we acknowledge none 
but national compacts. In this treaty 
(formed by a French minifter, whom 
ai bition ft; d to rey + the lofles of 
an untiortunate war.) are 
hended feveral artichs for the | 
pote of binding ‘ pain to the view 
of that minifter.x—She jis bon: 
down to affiit us even in cafes where 


we may be the averefl 


compre- 


ur- 


—~ 1 


Se Burt ft ice 
we renounce the oblervance of fuch 
enevcem: nisin eur own cafe, we ab- 
folve others from the fame ftipula- 
tions. 


Tl} _— } . Fr ! . } : 
. t Tee » Woe io Y t O ve ra- 
timed ave thole relative to arecipre 
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al guarantee of poffeffions, to the 
mutual fuccour which the two pe. 
tions ought to give to each other, and 
to thecommercial intercourfe.—Thy 
reft ought to be modified and explain. 
ed, for it is impoffible you can ad. 
here to offenfive cloufes, who have 
been the firft people in | UrOpe to 
abjure and renounce them. 

The only me-fure your committee 
prop yfes on that head, in cafe vou 
fhall adopt, at the prefent moment, 
the plan of the decree to be fubmir. 
ted to you, is, that you fhall dire 
a particular examination to he made 
of the articles of the Family Compad, 
in order to enable you to ftrengthen 
your connections with Spain, by 
converting thistreaty into a national 
compact, by retrenching all the ufe. 
lefs clautes and ftinulations of an of. 
fenfive nature, and by addretling the 
king to give orders to his miniiter 
to negotiate with Spain for a renew. 
al«f the treaty on principles whith 
fall receive your approbation. Thus 
the jntereft of Spain will be re 
couctled to vour Own. What isa 
compzct between one cabinet and 
another ? One minifter ‘rames it, 
another miniffer- may deftroy it— 
Ambition conceived it, rivalfhip may 
annihilate it. The monarch ts often 
the fole dictator, while the nation, 
who ts the guarantee, takes no part 
in the tranfaction. It will not be 
thus with a national compat which 
will confederate, in fome mealure, 
two countries, one to the other, and 
who will, ereat o caftons, 
eir and moft pow- 
erful efferts.—Such a compaét can 


on all 


unife t interetts 
alone bind every judividual to act 
by general confent, and produce 2a 
indiffuluble alliance, fupported by 
the unfhaken bafis of public faith. 
Thete obfervat 


of the inveftivation cf your com- 


hea 


tions are the refult 
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ints diftinét from each other, al- 
though indivifible, as you may ob- 
ferve. The developement of two 
anciples, which ought tobe the afis 
of your political tyftem, a decifion 
which preferves a ufeful alliance, by 
declaring to the king of Spain, that 
we will fulfil our engagements; the 
demand of the decree to direct your 
committee to make fuch modifica- 
tionsia the renewaldf this alliance as 
cireumftances may require. Put this 
determination, if adopted by you, 
neceflarily points to other mea- 
fures. The maintenance of our al- 
liance with Spain would be iilufory 
and vain, if, at the fame time that 
we vave all the ftrength of our in- 
fluence to negotiations for the repofe 
of apart of hurope, we neglected 
to augment Our armaments, in a 
fimilar proportion to thofe of the 
neighbouring ftates. It ts not merely 
for the fake of our diltant pofleilions, 
and the wealth they may contain, 
that obliges us to arm before the 
moment of agyreflion—our com- 
insrce thould be,guaranteed, not on- 
ly from real dangers, but the ap- 
prehention of dangers ; and nothing 
can be of more inyportance, than to 
convince our colonies that they will 
be protected Behold the confe- 
quences of that execrable diftruft 
which induces neighbouring na 
tions to dread and watch each 
other as enemies! Why is it necef- 
fary that nations, in order to pre- 
fe rve peace, fhould ruin themfelves 
in preparations of deience ? Let this 
Grediul policy be reprobated in 
every country ! 

It is forthe purpofe of embracing 
the various objects announced in their 
Feport, that your committee pro- 
pofes adecree, asthe moft proper to 
fuiil vour engagements without im- 
prudence, to change the ancient fyf- 
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tem without danger, and to avoid a 
War without exhibiting any fymp- 
toms of weakonoefs. 











Decree of the National Affembly of 
France, on the Family Compadl, in 
confoquence of the preceding Re- 
porte 


THE national affembly deliberat- 
ing on the formal propofition of the 
king, contained tn the letter of the 
minifter, dated the ift of Auguft, 

Decree, ‘That the king be fuppli- 
cated to make knowa to his Catholic 
mojefty, that the French nation, in 
taking all proper meafures to main- 
tain peace, will oblferve the defentive 
and commercial engagements which 
the French government have pre- 
vioufly contracted with Spain. 

They further decree, that his ma- 
jefty fhali be requefted immediately 
to charge his ambaffador in Spain to 
nevotiate with the minifter of his 
Catholic majefty to the effect of per- 
petuating and renewing, by a nation- 
a! treaty, the ties fo ufeful to the 
two nations, and to fix with precifion 
and clearnets every ftipulation waich 
fhall be ftri€étly conformable to the 
views of general peace, and to the 
principles of juftice, which will be 
for ever the policy of the French. 

| he national aflembly farther tak- 
ing into confideration the armaments 
of the different nations of Europe 
—their progreffive increafe, and the 
fafety of the French colonies and 
commerce, decree, that the king 
{hall be prayed to give orders, that 
the French marine force in commif- 
fion fhall be increafed to forty-hve 
thips of the line, with a prepor- 
tionate number of frigates, and ocher 

veflels, 
Letur 
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Letter [rom 
2 . , ; 4 ; 
Prei. gal oe; hee Nati ude tf ‘ mdly , 


dip!. l- 
Mr. Prefident, 


THE king, in commanding me 
ta make known to the _ nattonal 
aflembly, that he had fanctioned 
the decree of the 26th ult. concern- 
ing the confirmation of our deten- 
Gve and commercial engagements 
with Spain, diveéted me at the 
fame time to inform them, that he 
had charged me te employ the ne- 
eefflary means to fulfil the views of 
the ailembly, relative to the expla- 
nations of which the treaty that 
bound us to Spain fince 1761, 2s fuf- 

tble. 

I have fent to hts majefty’s ambaf- 
fador at the court of London the re- 
quilite initructions, that in appriz- 
ing the Englith minifter of our ar- 
maments, he might renew, at the 
fame time, the moft pofitive ailurances 
of our pacific inteations. 

The marine minifter has already 
informed the aflembly of the orders 
he has received from his majefty, in 
regard to the armaments they have 
decreed, and he has prefent ed the 
table of the expence they will re- 
quire. Ifhould add to you, that to 
fulfil gradually the views of the if. 
fembly, | us majefty has determined 
to begin by equipping fixteen thips, 
which, added to thote already armed, 
will increafe the number to thirty. 
His majefty has gt ven orders at the 
fame tine, that the necetlary mea- 
fures be taken toen: ab him to com- 
plete the nuit or of 
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at the fame tim ie, of ccconomy, 
he has entered fully into the 
of the aflemblyy and thus recog 
their paciiic intentions w ith the pre. 
cautions that circumftances render 
neccflary. 
I have the honour to be, &e, 
( Sigued) MONT M¢ RIN, 
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miajeities bet detirous 
nating, by a fpeedy and folid agree 
me nt, the differences which have 
lately arifen between the twocrowns, 
have adjudged that the beft way of 
artaining this falutary object would 
be that of an amicabk 
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their refpective fituation for the fu 
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Monino, count of Florida 
Blanca, knight grand crots of the 
roval Spanith orcuer of C harles Ill, 
counsellor of {tate to his faid majetty, 
gad his prin ipal fecretary of ftate, 
and of the diipatches ; who, after 
having communicated to cach other 
thes ‘refpective full powers, have 
agreed upon the following articles : 

Art. 1. It is agreed that the 
buildinys and tracts of land, fituated 
on the north-weft coaft of the con. 
tinent of North America, or on 
jfands adiacent to that continent, 
of which the fabjects of his britan- 
nic majefty were difpotleffed, about 
the month of April 1789, by a Spa- 
nith officer, fall be reftored to the 
faid critifh fubjects. 

Art. Il. And further, that a juft 
reparation fall be made, according 
to the nature of the cafe . for all acts 
of violence or hottility, whieh may 
have been committcd fubfequent to 
the month of April 1789, by the 
fubjects of either of the contracting 
parties againit the fubjects of the 
other; and that, in cafe any of the 
faid refpective fubjects fhall, fince 
the fame period, have been forcibly 
ditpoil-fled of their laads, buildings, 
velicls, merchandile, and other pro- 
perty whatever, on the fai conti- 
nent, or on the feas or iflands acja- 
cent, thev fhall be re-eftablifhed in 
the poffefiion thereot, or a juft com- 
peniation fhali be made to them for 
the lotles which they have tuttsined. 

Art. II]. And, in order to 
ftrengthen the bonds of fricadfhip, 
and to preferve in future a perfect 


harmony { 
dhe mony and good underf*a Maing 


of his Catholic majefty, Don 


between the two contracting parties, 
wisa ‘reed, that tae re ipective fub- 
jects fhall not be difturbed or mo- 
lefted, either in navigating or car- 
rying on their fitheries in the Pacific 
0 can, or in the South Seas, or in 
dancing on the coalts of thole feas, 
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in places not already occupied, for 
the purpofe of carrying on their 
commerce with the natives of the 
country, or of making fettlements 
there; the whele fubjecet, neverthe- 
lefs, to the reftrictions and proviiions 
fpecified in the three followin, ar- 
ticles : 

Art. IV. His Britannic maiefty 
engages to take the moft effectual 
meatures to prevent the navigation 
and fiherv of his fubjects in the Pa- 
cite Ocean, or tn the South Seas, 
from being made a pretext for illicit 
trade with the Spanith fetthements ; 
and, with this view, it is moreover 
exprefsly ftipulated, that Britith fub- 
setts fhall not navigate, or carry on 
their ffhery in the faid feas, within 
the {pace of ten fea leagues from any 
part of the coaits already occupied 
by Spain. 

Art. V. It is agreed, that as well 
in the places which are to be reftored 
to the Britith fubjects, by virtue of 
the firft article, as in all other parts 
of the north-weftern coafts of North 
America, or of the iflands adjacent, 
fituate to the north of the parts of 
the faid coaft already occupied by 
Spain, wherever the fubjeéts of e1- 
ther of the two powers fhall have 
made fettlements fince the month of 
April 1780, or fhall hereafter make 
any, the fuljects of the other fhall 
have tree accefs, and thall carry on 
tue trade without any difturbance 
or mok ftition. 

Art. Vi. Ivisfurther agreed, with 
re{p ét to the ealtern and weiter 
coafts of South America, and to the 
lands ac jacel t, that no fcrtlement 
fhail be tormed hereafter, by the 
re{pective fubjects, in fuch part of 
thotfe coafts as are fh ted to the 
fouth of thofe parts of the fame 


coafts, and of 
3h acecirvads miect bye 4 'T. 
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provi led that the far reipective fa! 
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on the coafts and iflands fo fituated, 
for the purpofes of their fithery, and 
of ereéting thereon huts, and other 


hy 


temporary buildings, ferving onl 
for thofe purpof Ss. 

Art. VII. In all cafes of com- 
plaint, or infraction of the articles 
of the prefent convention, the off- 
cers of cither party, without per- 
mitting themfelve: previoufly to 
commit any violence o: 
flioll be bound to make an exact re- 
port of the affair, and of its circum- 
ftances, to their refpective courts, 
who will terminate fuch differences 


act of force, 


in an amicable manner. 

Art. VIIT. The pref nf conven- 
tion fhall be ratified and confirmed 
in the {pace of fix weeks, to be 
computed from the day of its figna- 
ture, or fooner, if it can be done. 

In witnefs whereof, we, the under- 
figned plenipotent: ries of their Bri- 
tannic and Catholic majetties, have, 
in their names, and in virtue of our 
refpeStive full powers, figned the 
prefent convention, and fet thereto 
the feals of our arms. 

Done at the palace of St. Laurence, 
the 2&th of OStober, 179°. 
(L.S.) ALLEYNE Firzuernerrt. 
(L.S.) Er Coxpvt pt Froxipa 

BLANCA. 
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To the King’s Moft Excellen 
city. 

The humble Addrefs of the Lord 
M 'Vvor, Ald rmen, and Comn Ons 
ot the City of London, in Com- 
mon Counc: afiimbled,. 

Moft Gracious Sovere} 
WE 


a | 
vour maieft dutitul and 


sUbyens, tie lord may OF. aie 


oa a 


dermen, and commons x 
of London, in cen mon Sosa 
fembled, approach vour majelty with 
hearts full of eratitude, upon ‘the 
1 feme profpect of aco thang. 
of eftablifhed peace by the Conve. 
tion with Spain, 

Deeply atiecied with the injurig 
fuftained by our fellow ‘Lubjecs from 
that nation, we concurred in the 
gener | fentiments of the Waole 
kingdom, exprefied by the two 
houfes of parliament, on receiving 
vour majefty’s moft eracious mef. 
faverin the laft feflion; and we be. 
held with confidence the Vigorous 
meafures Which were adopted to 
gain full fatisfaction for the injuries 
done, and to maintain the honour 
and dignity of the Britith empire; 
to which meafures and to your ma. 
jefty’s paternal regard for the inte 
refts of your people, next to Diving 
Providence, we thankfully afcribe 
the happy iffue of the iate difagree. 
ments, 

Your majefty’s faithful citizens of 
London are too well convinced of 
the falutary confequences of conti- 
nued peace, to delay their congra 
tulations upon the reconciliation 
with Spain; for, notwithftanding 
they have ever manifefted their rea 
dinefs to bear a proportion of bur 
thens created by the profecution of 
a juft war, they cannot but mofl 


nat ty 


ardently rejoice at the terminatio: 
of pending hoftilitics, at a time 
when the reduction at the national 
debt is an object of importance % 
your people. ; 

1) len, fire, to acce pt our mon 
your mayjeltys 
continue in peace 


cordial wifhes, that 
reign may long 
. eT 1 eee ee 
an! profperity over a grateful and 
aifectionate people. 
His Moeaiefiv’s Anifwer. 
I RECEIVE with oreat pleafure 
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city of London ; the protection of 
the navigation and commerce of my 
fabieéts 18 a principal object of my 
attention ; and | am-<confident that 
[ may always expect their unanimous 
fupport in fuch meafures as may he 
neceflary for that pur pote. tt af- 
fords me the highcit fitisfaction to 
reflect, that on the prefent occafion, 
this object has been obtained M ith- 
out difturbing the public tranquillity, 
which is productive of fuch great and 
increafing advantages to my people. 
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Addrefi to the People of England from 
the Committee of Proteflant Diffen- 
ters appointed to conduct the A pli- 
cation to Parliament jor a Repeal 
of the Toft Laws. 

London, May 14, 1790. 

THE late application to parlia- 
ment for the repeal of the Corpo- 
ration and Teft Aéts appeared fo 
clearly founded on the unalterable 
principles of reafon and juftice, that 
we cannot but regard the mauner in 
which it was defeated, -and the vio- 
lent {pirit that hasbeen raifed againtft 
us, not only as an injury to ourtelves, 
but as a difcredit to the chara¢ter of 

a tree and enlightened nation. All 

that we claimed from our country 

was to be delivered from certain ig- 
nominious difqualifications impofed 
by laws, which deprived us of our 
rights as men and as citizens. By 
thefe laws, unlefs we take the facra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper accord- 
ing to the ufage of the church of 
England, in violation of our con- 
fciencés, we are not only excluded 
from corporation-offices, though we 
fould be unanimoufly elected to 
them by thofe who, from a perfonal 
knowledge of our charaéters, mutt 

Le the beft judges of our merits, but 

are mad incapable of being ap- 

pointed to any office or place of 
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truft, whether civil, military, of 
naval, or of receiving from the 
King any reward for fervices done 
to the public, without becoming 
Liable to difabilities and penalties, 
which would ftrip us of many of 
our deareft rights, and place us 
nearly in the fituation of profcribed 
outlaws. Was it to be expected that 
we fhould continue for ever Gilent 
under grievances thus difgraceful 
and galling to every liberal mind ? 
If we had not Sought for the redrefs 
of them, we fhould have been want- 
ing to the feelings and dignity of 
freemen. Nor, in feeking for re- 
drefs, have we purfucd any irregular 
of unjuftifiable meafures; but have 
referred ourfclves peaceably and re- 
{pec ttully to the be <5 in which the 
right of making and oj altering laws 
Is COOMIMtuUE i 

It has, ind injurioufly 
repreient tl claimed 
aright to be apy unted to offices at 
our own ditcretion: Dut nothing an 
be more contrary totruth. Ou only 
with is, net to be d barred by relt- 
gious tefts (in confequence of our 
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religious tenets, for which we are 
aione,) trom 


. a : 
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accountalle to God 
eligibility to oth 
equally intercited with our 
citizens, when we are found to pof- 
{eis the civil qualincations appuinted 
for holding them. That our reli- 
gious profefhon 1s not 
minal, is acknowledged even by our 
opponents, fince It univerfally de- 
clared by them, that they wifh to 
tolerate us in oul religion ; and it 
is not to be fuipected that they are 
willing to tolerate what they believe 
to be acrime. But, if we are not 
chargeable with guilt for worfhip- 
ping God according to our con- 
{ciences, on what reafonable pre- 
tence are we deprived ol oul rah i 
rights ? Our opinions in religion do 
net render us lefs able, lefs willing, 
4 Oo! 
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or lefs worthy, to aé& in a public 
capacity, and to perform the moft 
faithful anid zealous fervices to our 
king and our country. 

rom the manner, however, in 
which our application to parliament 
has been oppoted, and from the 
writings, which, with fo much vi- 
rulence, have appeared againft us, 
it feems as if we were regarded as 
difloyal fubjeéts. But we fburn with 
indignation at this charge. It is un- 
juft, in the higheft degree, to caft 
fuch a reproach upon perfons, who 
have been uniformly and ardently 
Gevoted to the frame of our govern- 
ment, as fettled at the Revolution, 
and to the princes of the Houfe of 
Srunfwick. For the truth of this 
aflertion, we appeal to the whole of 
our conduct for more than a century 
paft. The two rebellions, for ex- 
ample, of i715 and 1745, could 
not boaft the fupport of a fingle 
proteftant diffenter. Nor did we 
content ourfelves with a negative 
loyalty, but engaged in active fer- 
vices for the prefervation of the fo- 
vereign, and the civil and religious 
liberties of the nation. In thefe 
fervices we expofed ourfelves to the 
penalties of the very laws we com- 
plained of. Juftice and gratitude 
would have required that thefe laws 
fhould then have been abolithed; 
but the only return we received was 
an indemnification for our meritori- 
Ous conduct in daring to oppofe the 
enemies of the contftitution and of 
the Hanover fucce flion. 

Whilit fuch has been the invari- 
able courfe of our behaviour, we 
cannot avo d exprefling our furprize 
and concern that we thould fo often 
be reproachtully branded with the 


name ot Republic ms. If there be 


any meaning tn this tefm, as ma- 
lienantly applied to us by our ene- 
Mies, it mult be intended to denote 
that we with to overturn the prefent 
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lic on the ruins of the monare 
part of our government, But every 
imputation of this kind we aly Nutely 
difclaim and deny. The diffenters 
in no fenfe deft rve the appellation 
of Republicans, but in common with 
all the people of the Kingdom, tha 
is, in Oppofition to arbitrary power, 
None can be more fenfible 
are of the excellence of the principles 
of our free conftitution, or mor 
zealous for its prefervation and co. 
tinuance. 

But the grand topic of declams. 
tion on the prefent occafion is the 
danger thac would enfue to the 
church from the repea! of the facra- 
mental teft laws. The uniuft and 
ill-founded alarm excited on this 
head has revived the unchrifian 
{pirit of thofe bigoted times, which 
difgiace the annals of our country, 
It 1s aftonifhing that the public, in 
thisenlightened age, could have bees 
influenced by fuch an idle phantom, 
Without entering into the fpecu- 
lative queftion concerning a pecus 
liar alliance faid to fubfitt between 
the prefent eftablifhed church and 
the flate, of which we can form no 
idea in a proteftant country which 
has long renounced all forcign fu 
premacy, we may, with the utmoft 
confidence, affert, that no pothble 
danger could have arifen from the 
repeal of the acts in view. The e- 
clefiaftical conftitution of this king- 
dom 1s too firmly eftablithed to rett 
upon thefe ftatutes. It fubvfifted 
previoufly to the laws in difpute, 
and we cannot corn cive why it 
fhould not fubfift as firmly without 
them.—It was with no hoftile inten- 
tions that we engaged in the late a» 
plications to parliament; but merely 
to claim our rights as faithful ct 
zens and loyal fubjeéts, and to refcue 
ourfelves from unmerited difhonour 


The moft zealous diflenters ave 
only 


conftitution, and to eftablith re 
te 


than we 
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only wifhed to maintain their caufe 
by reafon and argument. I hough 
ge are impelled by confcience to 
diffent in cert tin matters of religion 
from the mejority of our country- 
men, we firmly deny that we have 
ever aimed, either in {peculation or 
ractice, at politic il power, for the 
arpofe of injuring the eftablifhed 
church. At the fame.time that we 
affert our claim to think and aét for 
ourfelves in our religious capacities, 
we allow the fame p ivilege ro 
others. And our general good-will 
to our brethren of the eftablitiment 
has been evinced by the tenor of our 
conduct. We have not oppofed the 
legal demands which have been made 
upon usfor the fupport of thechurch ; 
we have not afked for a repeal ot the 
laws that relate to her benctices; we 
have left her revenues, powers, and 
privileges unmolefted ; and, tn our 
voluntary contributions to clergy- 
men, we have rather exceeded than 
been deficient. 
lt would carry us too far to enter 
into all the objeétions which inatten- 
tion, Ignorance, prejudice, and art, 
have railed againft our* application 
to parliaments ‘They have been 
completely an{wered in various pub- 
lications; and fome of them may, 
perhaps, be noticed in a future ad- 
drefs to our countrymen. Let it 
luthce to fay, at pref nt, that we 
are not difcouraged by our late de- 
feat; but hall cherifh the confidence, 
that, when the application for reliet 
from our grievances is renewed, we 
fhall not be cenfured 2s obttinately 
perfitting in fruitlefs attempts. ‘The 
ume will fpeedily arrive, when a 
generous nation, that of late has 
been mifled by falfe alarms, and in- 
fidious and bigoted mifr prefenta- 
tions, fhall return to calmer feelings 
and more fober retleétion. A refto- 
favion to our riphts mult neceflarily 
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refult from the progrefs of truth, juf- 
tice, and found policy. Great Bri- 
tain, which fo long has appeared with 
fuch diftinguifhed fplendor in the 
annals of civil and religious liberty, 
will not fuffer her ancient and well- 
earned glory to depart from her, 
She will not permit herfelf to be ex 
ceeded by other countries in the re- 
gards which are due to the rights of 
men and of ciuizens, and to the 
claims of faithful and loyal fub- 
jects. ' 

signed, by order of the Com- 

mittee, 


Epwarpb Jerrries, Chairman, 
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Gentlemen, 

I ‘THINK it my duty on the 
prefent occafion to folicit your votes 
to reprefent you in the enfuing par- 
liament. 

The evident junétion of two con- 
tending parties, in order to feize 
with an irrefiftible hand the repre- 
fentation of the city of Weftmintter, 
and to deprive you even of that 
fhadow of election to which they 
have laft@ly reduced you, calls aloud 
on every independent mind to fruf- 
trate fuch attempts, and makes me, 
for the firft tume ws wy life, a can- 
didate. 

I do not folicit your favour ; but 
I invite you, and alford you an op- 
portunity to do yourteives juftice, 
and to give an exam le (which 
was never more neceflary) agamit 
the prevailing and deftrudctive ipi- 
rit of perfonal party, which has 
nearly extinguifhed all national and 
public principle. 


The 
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The enormous fums expended, 
and the infamous practices at the 
two lait elections for Weftniutalter— 
open bribery, violence, perjury, and 
murder, with the fcandalous chicane 
of a tedious, unfinified, and inef- 
feftual fcrutiny, and a tedious, ua- 
finifhed, and ineff.ctual petition — 
are too flagrant and notorious to be 
denisdror palliated by either party ; 
and the only retuge of each has been 
to fhift off the criminality upon the 
other. Upon whom, and hew, will 
they fhift of the criminality, equally 
heavy on them both, that neither 
of them has made even the finallett 
atfrempt, by an ealy parliamentary 
and conftitutional method, to pre- 
vent the repetition of fuch practices 
in future ? 

If the revenue is threatened to be 
defrauded in the {malleft article, law 
upon law, and ftatute upon ttatute, 
are fram d from feflion to fefhon, 
without delay or intermifiion. No 
right of the fubjeét, however facred, 
but muft give way to revenue. The 
country {warms with excifemen and 
informers to protect it.—Conviction 
is fure, fummarv, f{peedy.—The 
peavhuient—-cutewry and death. 
Where, amongft all their hideous 
volumes of taxes and of penalties, 
can we find one folitary fingle fta- 
tute to guard the right of reprefe n- 
tation in the people, upon which 
alone all right of taxation de- 

pen sf 

Your late reprefentatives, and 
your two prefent candidates have, 
between them, given you a complete 
demonitration, that the rights of 
electors (even in thofe few places 
where any eleStion yet appears to 
remain) are left without protection, 
and their violation without redrefs, 
And for a condust dike this, they 
who have never concurred in any 
meaiure for the public benefit, they 
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who have never concurred in 
means to fecure to you a peareah 
and fair election, after jj their 
hoftilities, come forward hand j 
hand, with the fame general a 
hacknied profeffions of devotion to 
vour intereft, unbluthingly to de, 
mand your approbation and fup. 
port ! 

Gentle men, throughout the hif 
t ry ot the wor ld down to the pre- 
fent moment, all perfone] parties 
and factions have always been found 
dangerous to the liberties of every 
free people ; but their coalitions, un. 
lets refiited and punifhed by the pub. 
lic, certainly fatal_—I may be mif. 
taken, but I am firmly perfuaded, 
that there ftill remains in this coun. 
try a public both able and willing 
to teach its government, that it has 
other more important duties to pers 
form, befides the levying of taxes, 


creation of peerages, compromifing 
of counties, and arrangement of bo 
roughs. With a perfect indifference 
for my own pertonal fuccefs, I give 
you this opportunity of commencing 
that letion to thofe in adminiftration, 
which it is high time they were 
taught. The fair and honourable 
expences of an election (and of a 
petition too, if neceflary ), 1 will bear 
with chearfulnefs. And if by your 
{pirited exertions to do yourtelves 
right, of which [ entertain no doubt, 
I thould be feated as your reprefen- 
tative, whenever you fhal! think you 
have found fome other perfon likely 
to perform the duties of that ftation 
more honeftly and ufefully to the 
country, it {hall without hefitation 
be refigned by me, with much greatet 
pleafure than it is now folicited. 
I am, Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
Joun Horne Tooxte 


Wednefday, June 16. 


Petitie 
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Pitition of John Horne Tooke, F/j: 
te thé Honourable the Houfe of Com- 
mons, pre rated on burfday, De- 


cember Qs 


To the Honourable the Commons of 
Great Britain in Parliarnent al- 
fembled, 


The Petition of John Horne Tooke, 
eiq. 
Sheweth, 

That your petitioner now is, and, 
at the time of the laft eletion for 
Weftminfter, was an elector for 
Veftminfter, and a candidate to fe- 
prefent the faid city and liberty in 
the prefent parliament. ‘That in the 
faid city and liberty there are feven- 
teen thoufand two hundred and nine- 
ty-one houfeholders rated in the pa- 
rifh books unreprefented in parliae 
ment, end without the means of be- 
ing reprefented thercin, although by 
dire and indireét taxation they 
contribute to the revenue of the ftate, 
very confiderably more than thofe 
who fend a hundred members to par- 
liament: that at each of the three 
lat eletions for Weftminfter (viz. 
1784, in 1788, and in 1>g0) no- 
torioufly deliberate outrage, and 
purpofely armed violence, was ufed, 
and at each of thefe elections mur- 
der was committed: that for thefe 
paft outrages, as if there were no 
attorney-general, no government, 
énd no legiflature in the land, not 
the leaft redrefs has been obtained, 
not the leaft punifhment, nor even 
the leaft cenfure infliGied, nor has 
any remedy whatever been appointed 
or attempted, to prevent a repetitios 
of fimilar outrages in future : that 
at the election for Weftminfter in 
1784, a fcrutiny was demanded in 
behaif of fir Cecil Wray, which 
Was granted on the asth of May 
'73,, and with the approbation or 


; = 
i7Q?. 





direction of the then houfe of com- 
mons was continued till the third of 
March 178s, when a very fimall 
comparative progrefs having been 
made (viz. through the fimall pa- 
rifh of St: Anne, and not entirely 
through St. Martin’s, leaving total- 
ly untouched the parith s of St. 
George, St. James, St. Margaret, 
St. John, St. Paul Covent garden, 
St. Mary le Strand, St. Clement, 
and St. Martin le Grand) the faid 
{crutiny was, by the direction or ap- 
probation of the tioufe of commons, 
relinguifhed without effect, after 
having Jafted ten months; and with 
an experice to fir Cecil Wray of many 
thoufand pounds more than appears 
by fome late proceedings in chan- 
cery to be allowed the average price 
of a perpetual feat in the houfe of 
commons, where feats for legifla- 
tion are as notoriouily rented and 
bouglit as the ftandings for cattle at 

a fair. 
That on the eleétion for Weftmin- 
fter 1788, there being an abfolute 
and experienced impoilibility of de- 
termining the choice of the ele&ors 
by afcrutiny before the returning 
officer, a petition againit the return 
was prefented to the then houfe of 
commons by lord Hood, and another 
petition alfo againft the return was 
prefented by certain electors of Weft- 
miniter, and acommittee was incon- 
fequence appointed, which commenc- 
‘ed its proceedings on Friday, April 
35 1789, atid continued till June 18, 
178g, when the committee, as able 
dnd refpectable as ever were {worn to 
try and determine the matter of any 
tition, on their oaths, “ Refolved, 
That the progrefs whch the com- 
mittee have beet hitherto enabled 
to make fince the commencement of 
their proceedings, as well as from 
an attentive contideration of the dif- 
ferent circuinftances relating to the 
(G) caule 
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caufe, a final decifion of the bufi- 
nels before them cannot take place 
in the courfe of the prefent fetfion, 
and that not improbably the whole ot 
the prefent parliament may be cou- 

fumed in a tedious and expenfive li- 
tigation.”’—** Refolved, That from 
the necef'arv length of the proceed- 
ines, and from the approach of a 
general election, which mutt occur 
not later than the fpring 179! 
ynearly two years more, the pro- 
fecution of the caufe on the part 
of the petitioners promifes to be 
fruitlefs, as far as it refpeéts the re- 
prefentation of Weftminfter in the 
prefentparliament.”’—R efolved, that 
at be recommended to the petiti- 
oners to withdraw their petitions un- 
der the fpecial circumftances of the 
cafe’? That notwithftanding this 
extraordinary, and perhaps unparal- 
Jeled application from acourt of juf- 
tice to its fuitors, lord Hood and the 
other petitioners having refufed to 
withdraw their refpeclive petitions, 
the proceedings of the committee 
continued till july 6, 1789, whena 
very {mallcomparative progrefs hav- 
ing been made, the petitioners, from 
a conviction of the impoflibility of 
any decifion by the committee, were 
compelled to abandon their petitions 
without any effect, or. tendency to- 
ward eff-ct, after a tedious and ex- 

nfive litigation of three months 
and three days; and with an ex- 
pence to the petitioning candidate 
of more than 14,c00l. 

That under thefe circumftances, as 
the petitioner declined demanding a 
{crutiny before the returning officer, 
fo is he compelled to difclaim al! feru- 
tiny before a committee of the houfe 
of commons, For although the aét 


19 Geo. IIL. by which the faid 
committee is appointed, recites in 
its preamble, that * Whereas the 
prefent mode of decifion upon peti- 
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tions complaining of undue eleAions 
or returns of members to ferve in 
parliament, frequently obftruds pub. 
lic butinefs, occafions much expence 
trouble, and delay, to the parties, 
&c. for remedy ti f woos 
y nerevi, &c. vet it 
would be lefs expenfive and lef ryi. 
nousto the petitioner to be impeach. 
ed, even according te the prefent 
mode of conducting impes hments, 
and to be convicted too of real crimes, 
than to be guilty of att mpting to 
obtain juftice for himfelf and the 
injured electors of Weftminfter 
the only mode which the new reme- 
dial ftatute to Geo. LE. has appoint- 
ed for that purpofe, however wel 
adapted that mode of decifion may 
be to fettle the difputed claims of 
the proprietors of fmall boroughs, 
for whofe ufurped and fmuggled in. 
terefts alone the framers of that bill, 
and of thofe bills which have been 
fince built upon it, feem to have had 
any real concern, 
That by the gth of Anne,, chap 
5, the right of electors (before unii- 
mited by qualification in the objets 
of their choice) is reftricted in cities 
and boroughs to citizensand burgefles 
refpectively having an eftate, free- 
hold or copyhold, for their own re- 
{pective lives, of the annual value 
of three hundred pounds above re- 
prifes. That this very moderate re 
ftriction, however vicious in its prin- 
ciple, leaving all citizens and bur- 
geffes eligible poffefling life eftates, 
treehold or copyhold, of the annual 
value of three hundred pounds, wil 
henceforth ferve only as a fuare to 
the candidate, anda mockery of the 
«ek:ctors, if fuch a candidate, pofief- 
fing a life eftate of three hundred 
pounds a Year muit expend fifiy 
thoufand pounds (and there 15 20 
probable appearance that a hua 
dred thoufand pounds would be ful- 
ficient) in attempting by a tedious, 


expenlive 
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expenfive, and ineffectual litigation, 
to fuftain the choice of his confti- 


tuents,, and to prove himfelf duly 


elected. 
That though your petitioner com- 


plains (as he hereby does) of the 
undue election and return of lord 
Hood and the right hon. Charles 
ames Fox to this prefent parlia- 
ment, for the city and liberty of 
Weftminfter, yet is your petici mer, 
bya perfecution and profcription 
of more than twenty vears, difable “d 
from making that pecuniary facri- 
fice, which by the prefent new mode 
of inveftigation is (and ought not 
to be) neceflary effectually to prove 
{uch undue return; and vet your 
petitioner fully trufts, that ‘notwith- 
ftanding a very great majority of 
the houfe of commons, for fo it ftill 
continues to be fiyled, are nof, as 
they ought to be, elected by the 
commons of this realm in any ho- 
neft meaning of the word commons, 
and muft therefore naturally and 
neceffarily have a bias and intereft 
againft a fair and real re prefentation 
of the people; yet your petitioner 
fully trufts, that he fhall be able to 
lay before a comm€tee, chofén and 
{worn to try and determine the miat- 
ter of this petition, evidence of fuch 
a nature, as that the committee will 
on their oaths think proper to report 
to the houfe fome refolution or re- 
folutions other then the determina- 


tion of the return, and that the houfe 


will make fuch order thereon as to 
them thall feem proper. And vour 
petitioner doubts not, that as an 


elector, at leaft, he fhall in confe- 
quence receive fuch redrefs as will 
be much more important to him, 
and to the eleétors of W eftminfter, 


than any determination of the re- 
turn, 


Jonny Horne Tooke. 
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dent of the Un 
States of America, to both Houfes of 
Congrefi, on Wednefday Dec. 8. 


Steech of the Pref tted 


Fellow Citizens of the Senate, and 
Houfe of Keprefentatives, 


IN meeting you again, I feel 
much fatisfaction in being able to 
repeat my congr atulations on the 
fav ourable prot pects which continue 
to diftinguith our public affairs. The 
abundant fruits of another year, have 
blefled our country with plenty and 
with the means of flour ifhing com- 
merce. The progrefs of pub lic cree 
dit is witnefled by a confiderable rife 
of American ftock abroad, as well as 
at home; and the revenues allotted 
for this and other national purpofes, 
have been produétive beyond the 
calculation by which they were re- 
gulated. This latter circumftance 
is the more pleafing, as it is not 
only 4 proof of the fertility of our 
refources, but as it aif res us of a 
further increafe of the national re- 
{pectability and credit; and let me 
add, as it bears an honourable tef- 
timony to the patriotifin and inte- 
grity of the marine part of our citi- 
zens. The punctuality of the former 
in difcharging their engagements has 
been exe mp! ilVe 

In conforming tothe powers vefted 
in me by aéts of the laft feffion, 
loan of 2,000,000 OF florins, towards 
which fom proviftonal meafureshad 
pre vioully taken place, has been com- 
pleted in Holland. As well the ce- 
lerity with which it has been filled, 
as the nature of thé ter ms (con(jder- 
ing the more than ordinary demand 
for borrowing, created by the fitu. 
ation of Europe) give a reafonable 
hope that the further execution of 
thofe powers may proc eed with ad- 
vantage and fuccefs, The fecretary 
of the treafury has my diretions to 
communicate fuch further puticu- 
(G 2) lars 





























lars as may be requifite for more 
precife information. 

Since your laft feffions, I have re. 
ceived communication, by which it 
appears, that the diftriét of Ken- 
tucky, at prefent a part of Virginia, 
has concurred tn certain propofitions 
contained in a law of that ftate, in 
confequence of which the diltriet is 
to become a diftinét member of the 
union, in cafe the requifite fanétion 
of congrefs be added. for this fanc- 
tion application is now made. I fhall 
caufe the papers on this very impor- 
tant tranfsction to be laid before vou. 
‘The liberality and harmony with 
which it has been conducted, will be 
found to do great honour to both the 
parties; and the fentiments of warm 
attachment to the union and its pre- 
fent government, expretled by our 
fellow-citizens of Kentucky, cannot 
fail to add an affectionate concern 
for their particular welfare to the 
great national imprefhons on which 
you will decide on the cafe fubmitted 
to you. 

It has bcen heretofore known to 
congrefs, that frequent incurfions 
have been made on our frontier 
fettlements by certain banditti of 
Indians, from the north-weft fide 
of the Ohio. Thefe, with fome of 
the tribes dwelling on and near the 
Wabath, have of late been particu- 
larly active in their depredations ; 
and, being emboldened by the im- 
punity of their crimes, and aided by 
fuch part of the neighbouring tribes 
as could be feduced to join in their 
hoftilities, or afford them a retreat 
for thet prifoners and plunder, they 
have, inftead of liftening to the hu- 
mane mivitations and overtures made 
on the part of the United States, re- 
newed their violence with frefh ala- 
erity and greater eff &. 


The lives 
of a number of 


| valuable citizens 
have thus been facrificed, and fome 
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of them under circumftances peculi. 
arly fhocking, whilft others have been 
carried into a deplorable captivity, 

Thefe aggravated provocations 
rendered it eifential to the fafety of 
the weftern fettlements, that the av. 
greflors fhould be made fenfible thar 
the government of the Union is por 
lefs capable of punifhing their crime 
than it is difpofcd to refpect their 
rights and reward their attachments, 
As this object could not be effected 
by defenfive meafures, it became ne- 
ceflary to put dn force the act which 
empowers the prefident to call out 
the militia for the protection of the 
frontiers: and I have accordingly 
authorifed an expedition, in which 
the regular troops in that quarter 
are combined with fuch drafts of 
militia as were deemed futtcient. 
The event of the meafure is yet 
unknown to me. The fecretary at 
war is direéted to lay before you 
a ftatement of the information on 
which it is founded, as well as an 
eftimate of the expence with which 
it will be attended. 

The difturbed fituation of Eu. 
rope, and particularly the critical 
potture of the great maritime pow- 
ers, while it ought to make us more 
thankful for the general peace and 
fecurity enjoyed by the United 
States, reminds us at the fame time 
of the circumfpeétion with which 
it becomes us to preferve thefe 
bleflings. It requires alfo that we 
fhould not overlook the tendency of 
a war, and even preparations fora 
war, among the nations moft con- 
cerned in a¢tive commerce with this 
country, to abridge the means, and 
thereby at leaft enhance the price ot 
tranfporting its valuable productions 
to their proper markets. 1 recom: 
mend it to your ferious refie¢tions 
how far and in what mode it msy 
be expedient to guard againtt em 

barrailments 
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harrafiments from thefe contingen- 
cies, by fuch encouragements fo our 
ewn navigation as will render our 
commerce and agriculture lefs de- 

adent on foreiga bottoms, which 
mav fail us in the very mBments 
mot interefting to both thefe great 
obiets. Our aifheries and the trant- 

otation of our own produce, offer 
us abundant means for guarding our- 
felves agai! ift this ev il. 

Your attention feems to be not 
lefs due to that particular branch ot 
our trade which belongs to the Me- 
diterrancan. So manycircumftances 
unite in rendering the prefent ftate 
of it diftrefsiul to us, that vou will 
not think any deliberations mifem- 
ployed whic h may lead to its relict 
and protection. 

The laws you have already pafled, 
for the eftablifament of a judici lary 
fyftem, have opened the doors of 
juftice to all defcriptions of perfons. 
You will confider in your wifdom, 
whether improvements in that fy{- 
tem may yet be made, and particu- 
larly whether an uniform procets of 
execution on fentences iffuing from 
the federal courts be not defirable 
through all the ftates. 

The patronage of our commerce, 
of our merchants and feamen, has 
called for the appoint: nent of con- 
fuls in foreign countries. It feems 
expedient to regulate by law the 
exercife of that jurifdi@ien and thofe 
functions which are permitted them, 
either by expres convention, or by 
9 triendly indulgence in the pi. Ices 
of their refidence. The confular 
convention too with his moft Chrif- 
tian mayefty has ttipulated, in certain 
cafes, the aid of the national autho- 
nity to his confuls eftablifhed here. 
Some legiflative provifion is requi- 
uite to carry thefe ftipuiations in full 
cfteét. 

The eftablifhment of the militia, 
of aint, of ftandards of weights 
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and meafures, of the poft office and 
poit roads, are fubjeéts which, I pre- 
fume, you will refume of courf+, 
aad which are abundantly urged by 
them own importance, 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Re- 

pretent itives, 

The fuffictency of the revenues 
vou have cftablithed for the objeéts 
to which they are appropriate , 
leaves no doubt that the refiduary 
provifions will be commenturate to 
the other objects for which the pub- 
lic faith ftands now ple dee l. Allow 
me mereover to hope, that it will 
be a favourite policy with you, not 
merely to fecure a pryment of the 
intercit of the debt funded, but as 
far and as tait as the growing re- 
fources of the country will permit, 
to exonerate it of the principal itfelf, 
The appropriation you have made 
of the wettern lands exolains your 
difpofitions on this fubjea, and I 
am perfuaded the fooner that valu- 
able jund can be made to contribute, 
along with other means, to the actual 
reduction of the public debt, the 
more falutary will the meafure be 
to every public intereft, as well as 
be more fatistactory to our confli- 
fueits. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Houle of Reprefentatives, 

Tn per ufingthe various and weigh- 
ty bufinefs of the prefent fefhon, I 
indulve the fulleft perfuafion that 
your coafultations will be equally 
marked with wifdom, and animated 
by the love of your country. In 
whatever belongs to my duty, you 
fhall have the co-operation which 
an updiminihed zeal for its welfare 
can infpire. It will be happy for 
us both, and our beft reward, if by 
a fuccefstul adminiftration of our 
re{pective trutts, we can make the 
eftablifhed government more and 


(Cr 3) more 
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more in®rumental tn promoting the 
good of our fellow-citizens, and more 
and more the object of their attach- 
ment and confidence. 

GrorGt WASHINGTON. 





Nineteen Articles of ihe Confiitution, 
decreed by the National Affimbly of 
France, Off. 1, 1759 ; bcing fup- 
lementary to the Declaration of 
the Rights of Man. See V ol, X. 
Page (125). 


I. ALL powers proceed effen- 
tially from the nation, and can pro- 
ceed from it alone, 

H. The French government is 
monarchical: there is in France no 
authority fuperior to the law; the 
king reigns by it alone; and it is 
only in virtue of the laws that he 
can require obedience. 

I1I, The national aflembly has 
acknowledged and declared, as fun- 
damental points of the monarchy, 
that the perfon of the king is facred 
and inviolable; that the throne is 
indivifible; that the crown is here- 
ditary in the reigning family, from 
male to male, inthe order of primo- 
yeniture, to the perpetual and abfo- 
lute exclution of females and their 
defcendants, without intending to 
prejudge the effect of renunciations. 

iV. The national aflemblyv fhall 
be permanent. 

V. The national afflembly fhall 
confit but ofrone nouie. 

VI. Every legiflature fhall be for 
two yi . 

Vil. The renewal of members 
of everv leciilature fhall be of the 
whole of them. 

VILL. The les iflative power re- 
fides in the national aflembly, who 
fiiall exercife it in the following 
ywanneyT : ~ 
IX. Noatt of the! iflative body 


—or } . , } Vn uns ‘ 
€aa be confidered as law, unlefs made 






PAPE RE 


by the reprefentatives of the nari 
freely and legally chofen, and ules 
fanctioned by the monarch, 
: X. ‘7 rs King may refute his 

. hte . 
or the acts of the legiflative 

XI, In the cafe of the King re. 
fuling his confent, that refufaj tha); 
be only fief} enfive. , 

XIl. The fufpenfive refufg) of 
the king fliall ceafe at the ferond 
legiflature, after that which fha!! 
have propofed the law, " 

NIIL. The king may invite the 
national aflembly to take any mea. 
{ure into confideration: but the pro. 
pounding of laws belongs exchifively 
to the reprefentatives of the nation, 

XIV. The creation and fuppref. 
fion of othe: s cannot take place bat 
in coniequence of an act of the le. 
gillative body fanctioned by king, 

XV. No contributions in kindér 
in money-can be raifed, and no lean, 
either direét or indireét, made other. 
wife than by a fpecial decree of the 
aflembly of the reprefentatives of 
the nation. 

XVI. The fupreme executive 
power refides exclufively in the 
hands of the king. 

XVII. The executive power cm 
make no laws, even provifional, but 
only proclamations conformable to 
the laws, to ordain or incite to then 
o! {ey vation. 

XVIII. The minitters, and the 
cutive power, 
are refpontible tor the employmer 
of the funds of their department, @ 
well as for all infraétions of the ks 


’ ; 
other agents of the ex 


they may cornmit, whatever be tn 
arders thev may receive ; and no of 
der give n by the ki ig can be ext- 
cuted, unlefs figned by his maiefty, 
and countertigned by a fecretary 0! 
fiate, or by the manage! of the de- 
artment. | j 

XIX. The iuidicial powe! canny’ 
in any cafe be exercifed by the kine, 

! 
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nor by the legiflative body ; but 
juitice thal be adminiftered, in the 
name of the king, only by the tri- 
bonals eftablithed by law, according 
to the principles of the conftitution, 
end the forms determined by law, 


ee ee 


The Fir? Addrefi of the National Af 
Jembly to their Conftituents, O&ober 
6, 1789 


THE deputies of the national 
afembly fufpend their labour for 
fome moments, in order to reprefent 
to their conftituents the neceflitics of 
the flate, and to invite their patriotic 
ardour to fecond meafures loudly 
called for inthe name of thecountry, 
which is in danger. 

We thould betray you, were we 
capable of concealing the truth. 
The nacion is at this moment on the 
point of rifing to the moft illuftrious 
deftiny, or of finking into the gulf 
of misfortune. 

A great revolution has been ef- 
feéted, the very project of which, a 
few months ago, would have appear- 
ed chimerical. Accelerated by cir- 
cumftances which no human pru- 
dence could calculate, this revolu- 
tion has involved the entire fubver- 
fon of the ancient fyftem ; and 
without leaving us the time to prop 
upthat part of the fabric which 
ought tillto be preterved, or to re- 
place what ought to be deftroyed, it 
has on a fudden furrounded us with 
ruins, 

In vain have we endeavoured to 
fuftain government : a fatal letha: ey 
has feized on each department of the 
ftate. ‘The public revenue has dif- 
appeared; credit could not be ex- 
pected at a time when the fears of 
men ‘eem toequal their hopes. ‘This 
relaxation in the {pring of fociel 
soree has deftroyed the energy ol 
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all: men and things, refolution, 
courage, and even virtue languifh, 
If you do not, by your immediate 
affiftance, reftore motion aud life to 
the political body, the moft glorious 
of revolutions muft perith alinot as 
foon as it faw the light; it will re- 
turn into that chaos whe:ce fo many 
generous efforts have called it forth 
into exiftence; and thofe who are 
determined to preferve, for ever, the 
invincible love of liberty, would not 
leave, even to unworthy citizens, the 
fhametul confolation of retuming the 
fetters of flavery. 
Since the moment that your de- 
puties, forming a jutt and neceflary 
union, have facritced to concord 
every {pecies of rivalfhip and oppo- 
fition of intereft, the national affem.- 
bly have not cealed to toil for the 
eftablifiment of laws, which, being 
the fame for all, fhould form the 
fafeguatd of all, The national af- 
feinbly have repaired the moft im- 
portant errors; they have broken 
the bunds of a multitude of flavillh 
oppreflions, which degraded huma- 
nity; they have filled with joy and 
hope the hearts of the pealants, thofe 
creditors of the earth and of nature, 
fo long difcouraged and defpifed ; 
thev have eftablithed that precious 
equality too much unknown to the 
French, the common right to lerve 
the {tate, to enjov its protection, and 
to merit its favours; in fhort, ac- 
cording to your inftructions, the 
national aflembly are employed in 
erecting gradually, on the immove- 
sble bafis of the unalienable rights of 
man, a conftitution mild as nature 
herfelf, durable as suitice, and of 
which the imperfections, an un- 
avoidable confequence of the inex- 
perience of its authors, will eafily be 
repaired. 
We havehadtocombat with the in- 
veterate prejudices of ages, and great 
changes are attended by a thoufand 
(G 4) unetrs 






















uncertainties. Our fucceffurs wii] 
be enlightened by experience ; but 
we have endeavoured to trace a new 
route by the light of principles only. 
They will labour in peace, but we 
have becn tried with dreadtul ftormu. 
They will know their rights, and the 
limits of the feveral powers: we 
have recovered the filt, and fixed 
the fecoud. They will confolidate 
our work—they wil! furpatsus ; and 
that fhall be our recompence. Who 
fhall now prefume to limit the gran- 
deur of France? Who would not 
elevate his hopes? Who would not 
rejoice to be a citizen of this em- 
pire? 

But, inthe mean time, fuch is the 
crifis of our finances, that the ftate 
js threatened with diffolution before 
this glorious order can be eftablifh- 
ed. The ccflation of the public 
revenue has been followed by the 
difappearance of {pecie ; a thoufand 
circuinftances contribute to carry it 


out of the kingdom; the fources of 


credit are dried up; circulation is at 
a ftand; and if patriotifm does not 
advance to the fjuccour of govern- 
ment and of finance, our army, our 
fleet, our fubfiftence, our arts, our 
commerce, our agriculture, our na- 
tional debt, and France ittlf, will 
decline rapi'ly to lawlels anarchy 
and diforder— Liberty will have il- 
lumined ‘our atmofphere for a few 
moments only, to retire for ever 
from our fight—leaving us io the 
bitter reficction, that we were not 
worthy to pofiets her! Toour fhame, 
and to our difgrace in the eves of the 
whole world, we can attribute our 
calamities to ourfelves aloue.’ With 
Juch fertility of foil, with fuch pro- 
duGive induftry, with a commerce 
like ours, and with fo many fources 
of protperity, whence proceeds this 
embaratiment of our finances? All 
our prefent wants fcarcely amount 
9 the fund nec flary to fupport a 
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fingle campaign: and is nog 
own freedom more Precious than the 
objeét of thofe conilicts of ambition 
in which our very victorjes were 
fatal to the ftate ? 

When the prefent moment of ne. 
ceffity fhall pafs away, far from add. 
ing tothe burthe n of the people, we 
fall find it an eafy matter to melip. 
rate their Jot. Redudiions, which 
will not fall too heavy Ol Opulence 
and elegance of life—reforms, tha 
will reader no man unhappy-—eafy 
cominutatious of taxcs, andan equal 
diftribution of the public Durthens, 
will eftablifh, by the equilibrium of 
income and expence, a permanent 
oder of finaics » which, always aff. 
duouily watched, will bicome Uh. 
alterable and unvaried. And this 
pleafing profpect is founded on the 
moit exact conclufions. on real and 
well known objects, Here hope is 
capable ot demonftration, and ima- 
gination reduced to the certainty of 
arithmetic. 

But the prefent neceffities of the 
State! The palfied ftate of the pub- 
lic force! The hundred and fxty 
millions of livres of extraordinary 
fupply required for thjs year andthe 
year following! —The firft minifter 
of finance has propofed to us, asa 
principal and moft effectual effort to 
fave the ftate, a contribution pro 
portioud to the jncome of each 
Citizen. ; 

Preffed by the neceflity of provid. 
ing without delay for the publices- 
gencies, and the impoflibility of ey 
mining accurately, in fo fhort atime, 
the plan that was propofed to us, ¥¢ 
feared to abandon ourfelves to long 
and doubtful difcuffions ; and 
ferving in the propofitions of the 
minifter nothing contrary to out 
duties, we have followed the fug- 
geftions of confidence, taking it tor 
granted that the fame fentiment 
would alfo be adopted by you The 
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yaiverfal attachment of the nation 
to the author of this plan *, appear- 
ed to us the pledge of its fuccefs, 
and we have embraced his long eXx- 
perience as a more ceitain guide 
than untried fpeculation. 

The valuation of income is left 
to the confcience of the citizens ; and 
hence the effect of this meafure will 
depend entirely on their patriotifm, 
and hence alfo we have no doubt of 
its fuceefs. Whena nation emerges 
from the nothingnefs of flavery to 
the creation of freedom, when poli- 
tical prudence concurs with nature 
to develope the gloiious defliny of 
Fiance, fhall vile paflions oppoie hes 
greatnels? Shall felf-intereft arrett 
her noble flight ? Shall the falvation 
of the flate be outweighed by, or be 
put in competition with, a perfonal 
contribution ? 

No! An error like this is not 
in nature; the paflions themfelves 
would not become the dupes of fuch 
deceitful calculations, If the revo- 
lution which has given us a country, 
could leave fome Frenchman indif- 
ferent, flill the tranquillity of the 
kingdom, the only pledge of his in- 
dividual fafety, would of necefiity 
intereft him. No!—It is not inthe 
univerial wreck of things, in the de- 
gradation of the protecting autho- 
rity of the flate, at a time whena 
vait multitude of indigent citizens, 
driven from all the manufactures of 
induitry, fhall fatigue the ear of im- 

tent commiferation; when the 
troops, difbanded, fhal] roam about 
in wandering bands, inftigated by 
famine, and armed with a oxi 
of death ; when every kind of pro- 
perty thall be infulted, the exiftence 
vl every individual expofed to hourly 
canger; when terror fhall befet, or 
gricf fhall fit at the gate of every fa- 
puilys-eit Is not in the univerfal 
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wreck of things that thofe felfith, 
thofe barbarous men, could hope to 
enjoy in peace their criminal retufal 
to the wants of theircountry !---The 
only diftinétion which, in the com- 
mon mifery, their lot would obtain 
over that of others would be, to be 
overwhelmed by the juit reproach of 
all, and to feel in their hearts the 
eternal gnawings of unavailing re- 
morte. 

How many recent proofs have we 
not feen of that generous public {pi- 
rit which gives facility and fuccefs to 
the moft dificult enterprizes! With 
what aftenifhing rapidity was that 
national militia formed, thofe legions 
of citizens armed for the defence of 
th. ftate--.the prefervation of peace 
---the fupport of the law! A gene- 
rous emulation glows in every cor- 
ner of the kingdom. ‘Towns, cities, 
corporations, provinces, have confi- 
dered their reipective privileges as 
fo many odious diftinétions; they 
have been eager to ftrip themfelves 
of thofe oppreflive ciftinétions, and 
have enriched the common country 
with the fpoil. It is a well-known 
fact, that there was fcarcely time 
fuflicient to reduce to writing the 
facrifices which a pure and patriotic 
fentiment diétated to every clats of 
citizens, glowing with the generous 
defire of reftoring to the great family 
of the nation, whatever had enriched 
afew individuals to the prejudice of 
the whole. 

Above all, fince the dangerous 
crilis of our finances the patriotic 
offerings have prodigioufly multi- 
plied. From thethrone itfelf, which 
a beneficent prince dignifies ftill 
more by his virtues, have proceeded 
the moft illuftrious examples. O 
thou, fo defervedly the objeét of thy 
people’s love! King, virtuous man, 
and good citizen! You beheld the 
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magnificence that furrounded you--- 
you doclared your .pleafure---and 
metals of mere oftentation became a 
national refource. You demolithed 
thofe ob'ects of luxury. and your dig- 
nity reccived new lufre from it; 
while the affettion of the French for 
your facred perfon murmured for 
your privations, their fi nfibility ap- 
plauded the magnanimity of your 
example, and their generofity will 
return your beneficence, as you with 
it fhould be returned, in imitating 
your virtues, and in conferring upon 
you the joyful confcioufnefs of hav- 
ing guided a whole people in the 
carrer 0! public good. 

' What riches, long the prey of 
vain oftentatious luxury, fhall now 
become the active means of profpe- 
rity! How much may the wife 
cconomy of individuals concur with 
great and enlightened views for the 
reftoration of the kingdom! How 
much treafure, accumulated by the 
piety of our anceftors for the fervice 
of the altar, fhall now emerge from 
its obfcure repofitory, and that too 
without changing its reffvious defti- 
nation! Behold, Faya a holy religion, 
behol.l the referves which I have 
colleéted, and laid up in times of 
prefperity; I return them, in this 
feafon of calamity, to the commoa 
mafs. Forme they were not accu- 
mulated; a borrowed luftre can add 
wothing to my grandeur ;---it was 
for you, for the itate, that I levied 
this honourable tvibute on the vir- 
tues of your fathers. 

Who conid refute to follow fuch 
affecting examples? What a pre- 
cious moment *s this to difplay our 
rcfources, and to call forth afhitance 
from every corner of the empire! 
Let us prevent the reproach which 
a violation oj the moitt facred en- 
ppacements would infict on our vitine 
Roerty. Let us prevent thof: ter. 
tibie fhocks, which, in overthrowing 
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the moft folid eftablifiments Would 
fhake far and near the fortidaaeae 
men, and fill the whole extent , 
France with the me lancholy ruins of 
ignominious fhipwreck. How myg 
are thofe perfons deceived, who, 2: 
a certain diftance from the capital 
confider not the public faith as ins. 
mately conneéted with national pro. 
{fperity, and as the condition of the 
contract which binds us allt p, 
thofe, then, who dare to pronounce 
the infamous word bantrupio—do 
they wifh to reduce us to a herd of 
ferociqus animals, inftead of a fociery 
of juft and free men ? Where is the 
Frenchman that could have thecon. 
fidence to look in the face of one of 
his miferable fellow citizens, when 
he might fay to himfelf, “1 have 
contributed, as far as in me lay, ta 
embitter the exiftence of many mil. 
lions of my fellow-creatures?” With 
what face could we then lay claim to 
that high point of honour, which 
even our enemies allow us, if foreign. 
ers cauld brand us with the name 
of the wmRrupt nalion, and accufe ua 
of having recovered our freedom, 
and our ftrength, only to be guilty 
of crimes which defpotifm itfelf had 
regarded with horror ? 

It would be in vain for us topro- 
teft that we had not premeditated 
this execrable deed. Ah! the cris 
of the viétims, with whom we fhould 
have filled every part of Europe, 
would have loudly protefted again 
ix. Let us aét with vigour—I t 
immimediate, efficacious, and certain 
meatures diflipate that cloud which 
has too long hung over our heads— 
which, from one extremity of Europe 
to the other, has filled with terror 
the creditors of France, and whica 
may become more fatal to the ma 
tional refourcesthan the moft dread- 
ful peftilence that ever defolated the 
country. 

Thus vou will infpire us with 
: courage 
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courage to proceed in the functions 
with which you have entrufted us: 
for, how fhould we labour with 
fecurity, to form the conftitution of 
a fate, of which the very exiftence 
isin danger? We have {worn that 
we would fave our common country. 
Tudge then of our anguifh, when 
we fear to fee it perifh in our hands! 
We demand a momentary facrifice, 
offered truly to the public goad, and 
not to the predatory ipirit ot crumi- 
nal cupidity. And is this flight ex- 

‘ation for the errors and mifcon- 
duct of ages, confumed in political 
flavery, an effort beyond the reach 
of our courage ? Let us think of 
the price which nations, that have 
fhewn themfelves worthy to be free, 
have paid for liberty! ‘To obtain 
that glorious pl ivilege,rivers of blood 
have flowed ; a long train of cala- 
mities, and terrible civil wars, have 
every where marked the birth of 
freedom. Of us fhe demands only 
a facrifice of filver, and this vulgar 
offering is by no means a gift that 
will impoverif®B the donors: it will 
return to enrich us feven fold; it 
will defcend, like the rain of heaven, 
to angment the fertility of our fields, 
and to fill our cities with profpe- 
rity, wealth, and glory, 
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Gentlemen, 

THE importance of the circum- 
ftances in which France is placed, 
has brought me among you. The 
progreflive relaxation of all the re- 
ftraints of order and fubordination 
the fulpended or inactive ftate o! 
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juftice---the difcontents which {pring 
from the fufferings of individuals--. 
the unhappy feuds that are the un- 
avoidable confcquence of long dif- 
fenfions-- the critical fituation of the 
finances, and the uncertainties that 
prevail reipecting the public deftiny 
---finally, the general agitation of 
men’s minds---all feem to con{pire 
in exciting the anxiety of every true 
friend to the profperity and h ippi- 
nefs of the kingdom, 
A great object is before you ; but 
it is neceflary that you fhould ob- 
tain it without an augmentation .of 
our troubles, and without new con- 
vulfions. It was, [ muft fay, ina 
more tranguil manner that I had 
formed hopes of conducting you to 
it, When 1 conceived the defign of 
aflembling vou, and of colleting, 
for the public welfare, the wifdom, 
the fenfe of the reprefentatives of 
the nation; but my happinefs and 
glory are ftill equally attached tothe 
fuccefs of your Jabours. Thefe I 
have guarded, with continual vigi- 
lance, from the fatal effects of thofe 
unhappy circumftances in which you 
were placed. The horrors of fa- 
mine, which threatened France laft 
year, were repelled by multiplied 
cares and immenfe fupplies. The 
diforders which muft have b-en pro- 
duced by the ancient fituation of the 
finances, the lofs of credit, the fcar- 
city of fpecie, and the gradual decay 
of the revenues, have, at leaft in their 
great and exceflive effects, been hi- 
therto counteracted. I have miti- 
yated every where, but particularly 
in the capital, the dangerous confe- 
quences of a failure of eniployment ; 
and, notwithflanding the weakened 
{tate of all the means of authority, I 
have preferved the kingdom, not in- 
deed im that tranquillity [ would 
have defircd, but in a fituation fufh- 
cu ntly comm fed to receive th be- 
nefit of a wile and well-regul sted 
liberty. 
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fiberty. Laftly, in fpite of our in- 
ternal fituation being fo generally 
known, and notwithftanding the 

litical ftorms which agitated other 
nations, | have preferved peace with- 
out, and maintained, with all the 
powers of Europe, fuch conne¢tions 
of amity and regard as promife to 
render it lafting. 

After having thus preferved you 
from thofe violent thocks, which 
might have overturned fo eafily all 
your labours and toil, I thought the 
moment arrived, when it concerned 
the interefl of the ftate, that | fhouid 
connect myfelf in a manner ftill 
nore exprefs and manifeft, with the 
execution and fuccefs of your mea- 
fures, for the advantage of France. 
Nor could t find a more fuitable op- 
portunity than the prefent, when 
you bring, for my acceptance, de- 
crees made to eftablif in the king- 
dom a new organizition, which mutt 
be attended with fo important and 
auf} icious an influence on the | ap- 
pinefs of my fuljeéts, and the prof- 
perity of this empire. 

You know, gentlemen, that more 
than ten vears ago, and before the 
with of the nation was made known 
as to provincia} afflembhes, T had be- 
gun to fubititute this mode ot adimi- 
niftration, inflead of that which long 
and ancient cuftom had ren 
cred. And experience having con- 
vinced me, thet l was not deceived 
in the opinion T had formed of the 
utility of fuch cftablifhments, I have 
endeavoured to communicate the 
fame benefit to all the provinces of 
my kingdom; and, in order to en- 
fure the confidence of the public to 
thefe new adminiffrations, it was mv 
defire that the members of which 
they were to be compofed fhould be 
freely nominated by all the citizens. 
Thete views of mine you have im- 
proved upon in [everal ways, and 
the moft cffential undoubtedly is, 
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that equal and Wifelv-plansed fy, 
divifion, which, by weakenine th 
ancient feparations between proces 
and province, and by eftablithing » 
general and complete fyftem of equi. 
lity ium, more clofely conjoins every 
part of the kingdom in one {pirit and 
one Intereft. “This grand idea, this 
beneficent defien is entirely vours: 
nothing lefs could have effe ted . 
than an unity of will in the repre- 
f-ntatives of the nation: it was their 
juttly acquired afcendeney over the 
general opinion, that was alone ade. 
quate to the undertaking with cop. 
fidence fo important a change, and 
that could overcome, in the name 
of reafon, the refiftance of habit and 
private intereft. 

[ willfavour, I will promote by all 
the means in my power, the ficcefsaf 
this vaft orzanization, on which th 
falvation of France depends; and] 
think it neceflary to fav, that Lam 
roo muh oceipicd with the internal 
fituation of the kingdom, too fen. 
ble of the dangers of every kind with 
which we are furrounded, not to feel 
very ftrongly that in the prefent é- 
tuation of men’s minds, and conk- 
dering the actual fituation of publie 
affairs, either a new erder of things 
muit be eftablifhed with tranquillity, 


or the kingdom will be expoted to 
te anarchy. 


all t] *calamitics of 

Let thote who are true citizens 
reflk€t upon this, as I have done, 
fixing thei 
the cood of the ftate, and thev will 
perceive that, even with different 
opinions, the great intereft, at this 
moment, ought to unite them all. 
Time will retorm what may be left 
defective in the code of law to be 
made by this afflembly; but every 
plan that may have a tendency t 
{hake the principles of the conftitt- 
tion, every fcheme defigned to over- 
turn them, or to weaken their {alu- 


tarv influence, will have no other 
effect 


their attention fimply upon 
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effect than to introduce the terrible 
evils of difcord ; and even fuppofing 
the fuccets ol fuch an attempt againit 
my people and me, the refult would 
deprive us, without furnifhing a 
compenfation, of the vartous advan 
tages of which a new orcer o! things 
exhibits the profpect 

Let us then in good earneft give 
ourleives up to thofe hopes which 
we may conceive, and let us think 
only of realizing them by unani- 
mity. Let it be univerfally known, 
that the monarch and the reprefen- 
tatives of the nation are united by 
one and the fume interett, and one 
and the fame with, in order that 
this epinion, this firm belief, may 
difeminate through the provinces a 
ipiit of peace and of good will; 
and that all good citizens, and all 
fuch as can eflentially ferve the itate 
by their zeal and by their knowledge, 
may be anxious to intereftthemfelves 
in the different jubdivilions of the 
general adminiftration, the union 
and collected efforts of which muft 
be efheacious to the re-eftablifhment 
of order, and to the profperity of 
the kingdom. 

[t ought not to be concealed that 
much is to be done belore we can 
attain thisend. <A firm and unde- 
viating perieverance—in a word, 
one great and univertal effort, are 
abfolutely neceflary to our fuccels. 
Continue then your labours, with- 
out any view bur that of the public 
good; let your firft attention be al- 
Ways fixed on the fate of the people, 
and on the public liberty; but be 
#nxious allo to remove all diftrult, 
and to put an end as foon as potit- 
ble to the various troubles which 
have exiled fo great a number of 
citizens, and produce an effect fo 
Oppoute to thoie laws of fafety and 
NOerty Which you with to eff ablidh. 
Yrofperity will not return without 
general content. We every where 

> 





PAPERS (197 





perceive hopes; let us be impatient 
alfo to fee happinets realized w every 
part of the kinedom. 

The time will come, I cherifh the 
belief, when all Frenchmen, without 
dittinction, will acknowledge the ad- 
vantage refulting trom the entire 
fuppreflion of the different orders 
and ranks; when they are to labour 
in common for the public good, for 
that profperity of our country, ia 
which every citizen is equally inte- 
refted > and every one ought to fee 
without regrst, that, in order to be 
called henceforth to ferve the ftate, 
in any fituation, it is futhcient to be 
diftinguifhed by talents or by vir- 
tues. 

Tn the meantime, however, what- 
ever can remind the nation of the 
am ient and continued fervices ot aa 
honoured race, is a diftinétion which 
nothing can deftroy; and as it 1s 
blended with the duties of gratitude, 
thofe, who in all clafles of fociety 
aipire to ferve their country with 
effect, and thofe who have already 
had the happinefs of fucceeding 
therein, are interefted in refpeCing 
this tranfmiflion of titles, or of re- 
membrance,—the moft glorious in- 
heritance which can be trant:nitted 
to our children. Nor can the re- 
{pect due to the minifters of religion 
be effaced; and when the veneration 
in which they are held fhall be chiefly 
attached to thofe facred truths, which 
are the fafeguard of order and of 
morals, all virtuous and enlightened 
citizens will have an equal ustereft 
in maintaining it. 

Vithour doubt thofe who have 
given up their pecuniary privileges, 
thofe who will no longer form as 
heretofore a political order in the 
ftate, find themielves fubjeét to fa- 
crifices, with the importance of which 
i am wellacquainted ; but I am per- 
fuaded they will have the generofity 
to feck their compenfation jn ail 
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thofe public advantages which we 
mitt hope for from the inftitution 
of national aflerblies. 

I alfo fliould flrould have loffces to 
ealeulate, if, amid the moft impor- 
tant interefts of the ftate, L could 
advert to any perfonal calculations ; 
but I find a fufficient indemnifica- 
tion, a full compentation, in the in- 
create of the happinefs of the nation. 
In this fentiment, | aflure you, | 
exprefs the pentine feelings of my 
heart. 

L will defend then, T wil! main- 
tain that conftitutional liberty, tie 
principles of which have been fanc- 
tioned by the general will, 
currence with my awn. | 
more, in conerrt with the queen, 
who adopts all my i rutin nts 3 | 
will early the mind and 
heart of my fon for the new order 
ol things, which circumftances have 

rodticect, Twill habituate him irom 
hi infaneyv to be happy in the hap- 

inefs of the French, and to be ever 
Fnfihle, in ipit of the lancuage of 
flattery, that a wife conftitution will 
prok rve | im trom thy dang rol ite 
experience, and that lawful liberty 
adds a new value to thofe fentiments 
ot love and tial lity, of wi why the 
nation, for fo many pait, has 
given to its kings fuch interefting 
proofs. 

| cannot then h ive a doubt, but 
that in finifhine 4 “ue 6M mk. you 
will afluredly exert vourtelves 
Wifdem and candour to threnethen 
the executive power ; ) 
be ftrone, there can exiff no latting 
order within the Kinedom, nor any 
refpeetabiliry without. Youcan ha Cc 
ne reafonable f rounds of Tul pu ion ‘ 
hence it is your duty, as citizens, 
ata as faithful reprefentatives of the 
nation, tu give to the commonweal 
and to public liberty that ftability 
which can only be deris ed from an 
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active and tutelar authority, 
certainly occur to you, ti 
out fuch an authority, 
your fyftem of government would 
he dept ived of a bond of UNION, and 
of all orrefponden e; and therefore 
mn your attention to 
which you ~ ecstiy oneal mt 
ually attached with 
that diforder in the adi 
tha orde acminifttation, 
by occafioning a confufion of pows 
ers, often degenerates, by its indif. 
crimineating violence, into the mof 
dangerous and alarming fpecies of 
tyr miny. 

Thus, géntlemen, not for my own 
fake, (who regard as nothing what 
perfonally concerns myfelf, incom. 
parifon of the laws and inftitutions 
which are to regulate the deftiny of 
the empire) but for the happinefs of 
the country, for its protperity, for its 
power, [ invite you to free yourfelves 
trom all the momentary imprefhons 
that may divert you from confidler. 
ing, in the whole of its connections, 
what is requifite for fuch a kingdom 
as France, with regard to its vattex 
tent, its immenfe population, and 
thofe foreign connections that are the 
natural refult of its fituation, 

Nor will you neglect to fix your 
attention on what is alfo an objet’ 
for leviflators, the manners, the cha 
racter, and the habits of a nation, 
too celebrated in Europe by its pect 
lar turn and genius, to be able to 
appear indifferent to the prefervation 
or debafement of thofe fentimentsal 
gentlenefs, confidence, and good: 
nef 5 which have gained it fo much 
renown. 

Exhibit an example alfo of that 
fpirit of juftice which operates as the 
fateruard of property, of that ret. 
titude which obtains refpect among 
all nations, which is not the work of 
chance, which derives no privileges 
from opinion, but which is iuntuamate- 
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fe connected with the moft efiential 
ties of public order, end the firft 
laws of focial harmony. 

By whiat fatality is it, that, at the 
moment when tranquillity be gain to 
re-appear, flew troubles have rifen 
in the provinces ? What fatality leads 
ty thefe new exceffes? Join with 
mein putting a ftop to them, and 
let us prevent, by every effort, any 
criminal s iolence from tarnifhing the 
luftce of thofe days in which the 
Happinefs of the nation is preparing. 
You, who in fo many ways can in- 
fluence the public confidence, en- 
lighten, as to their true interetts, 
the eople who are led aftray ; that 
oor people fo dear to me, and of 
whofe affection, fo neceflary to my 
confolation, Lam wellafflured. Ah! 
did they know how muiferable it 
makes me to hear of an unjuft at- 
tempt againit the property, or of an 
aft af violence ayainft the perfons, 
of any, they would {pare me per- 
haps thefe bitter fenfations. 

[cannot fpeak of the great inte- 
teftsof the flate without urging vou 
to direét your attention, in the moft 
earneit and decifive manner, to what- 
ever concerns the reftoration of order 
inthe finances, andthe quiet of that 
innumerable multitude of citizens 
who are connected with the public 
fate. It is time to calm all uneafi- 
nels; it is time to give thekingdom 
that ftrenyth of credit which it has 
aright to allure. You cannot un- 
dertake all at once; and, therefore, 
I invite you to reférve for other op- 
portunities a part of thofe advan. 
tages, of which the combination of 
your talents difplays the pi ofpect 
But when you have added to what 
you have already accomplifhed, a 
Wile and rational plan for the admi- 
niftration of juftice ; when you have 
contirmed the bafis of a perfect equi 
librium between the revenues and 
the expences of the ftate; when, in 
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fine, you have finiflied the work of 
the conftitution ; you will have ac- 
quired ftrong claims wpon public gra- 
titude ; and in the fuceefon of na- 
tional aflemblics, the continuance of 
Which ts henceforth founded upon 
the very conftitution, there will on- 
ly remain to add, every year, new 
means of profperity to thofe you 
have already prepared. May this 
day, in which your monarch comes 
to unite himfelf with you, in the 
moft frank and intimate manner, be 
a memorable epocha in the hiftory 
of theempire! It will befo, I hope, 
if my ardent wifhes, my prefling ex- 
hortations, can operate asa fignal of 
yweace and harmony amongft you. 
et thole, whoare ftill averte to a {pi- 
rit of con ord, now become fo in- 
difpentable, facrifice to me all thofe 
recollections which afflict them, and 
[ will recompence them by my gra- 
titude and affection; and let us all 
from this day, [fet you the example, 
profefs but one opinion, one intereft, 
one will, in our attachment to the 
new conflitution, and an ardent de- 
fire for the peace, happinels, and 
protperity ol France! 


7 ] f AY if ad Ad. lye fs of the National 
Afjembly to the People of France. 
Feb. ity 1790+ 


THE national affembiy, while ad- 
vincing in tlicircourfe of labours for 
the public good, receive from all parts 
the felicitations of provinces, cities, 
and communities, teltimonics of the 

rublic joy, and acclamations of pubs 
lic gratitude; but they hear alfo the 
murmurs and clamours of thofe who 
are hurt by the deftrnion of fo ma- 
ny abufes, of fo many private inte- 
refty and prejudices. Intent on the 
happinefs of all, they are diftrefied by 
the fafferings of individuals, They 
rake 
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meke all poffible allowance for pre- 
iudices, for the heat and animolity 
of party, ind know how to pardon 
even injuftice; but they hold it to be 
an eflential duty to guard you againtt 
the influence of celummiators, and 
to diflipate thofe vain terrors with 
which fome may attempt to alarm 
you. 

" What, indeed, has been left un- 
tried by our enemies to mille you, 
and to fhake vour confidence in us? 
Thev teign ignorance of anv good 
effected by the national aflembly : 
we will recall it to your recollection, 
They have r iifed objections ayaiilt 
what we have already done: we 
will anfwer them, They have difle- 
minated doubts and inquictaude con- 
cerning what is intended to be done: 
wew ill inform vou. 

“ What good has the aflembly 
done ?”’ 

It hastiaced, with a firmand fteady 
hand, and in the midft of ftorms, 
the principles of the conftitution, 
which fecures your liberty for ever. 

The * rights of man,” unknown 
and infulated for ages, have been re- 
eftablifhed for all mankind, in that 
* declaration,”’ which will remain 
for ever asthe fignal of refiftance to 
oppreflors, and a law to leyiflators 
themfelves. 

The nation had loft the right of 
decreeing its own laws and taxes, 
— Pits igelat has been reftored to it : 
and at the {ame time the true princi- 
les of the monarchy, the inviolabi- 
fity of the auguftchiet of the nation, 
and the right ol inheritance to the 
throne, in a family which is fo dear 
to all Frenchmen, have been fixed 
ona facred foundation, 

You have hitherto had only ftates- 
general; you have now a national 
aflembly, and this afembly can ne- 
ver be wreited from you. : 

Orders, neceflay ily divided in their 
Matereits, and Laves to ancient pie- 
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tenfions, dictated the decrees in thofe 
affimblies of the ftates, and Were ep. 
abled to prevent the national will 
from taking place. Thefe orders 
exift no longes : all titles of diftine. 
tion have been funk inthe honoura. 
ble apellation of citizen. 

_ All being thus invefted with the 
rights of citizens, was hece 
that vour defenders thould be: itigens: 
and, at the firft fignal, a national 
goard arofe, which, being aflembled 
by patriotifm, and commanded 
honour, maintains order, and watches 
with track fatigable zeal over the fais. 
ty of every individual, for the inte. 
reft of all. 

Numberlefs particular privileges, 
thofe irreconcileabe enensies to the 
publi good, compofed the whole of 
our nationallaw: thee are deftroyedy 
and, at the vaice of youl afembly, 
thofe provinces that were molt tena- 
cious of their own privileges have 
applauded their downfall, and have 
felt themfelves enriched by their 
lofs. 

A vexatious feudal f\ fiem, powers 
fuleven in its laft remains, covered 
all France: it has dilappeared, never 
to return. 

You were fubject, in the provinces, 
toa troublcfome courfe of adminil: 
tration : youatre now freed from it, 

Arbitrary ordersinfringed uponthe 
liber ty of the citizens : tiey are al 
nihilated. 

You withed for a complete orgy 
nization of municipalities: it bas 
juft now been given you; and the 
creation of all thefe bodies, formed 
by your owa fuffiages, prefents, a 
this moment, the moft interefting 
{peStacle throughout all France. 

At the fame time, the nations! 
affembly has confummated the work 
of the new divifion of the kingdom, 
which alone could efface the laft vel 
tives of ancient prejudices, fubftirure 
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m of the excluave attachment to 
ya lay the balis of a good 


reprefentauon, and fix, at the fame 
tine, the rights of cach individual 
rfon, and each individual canton, 
in proportion to their confequence in 
the public weal; a dithcult problem 
in politics, anc unfolved till the pre- 
tii. 
aa have for a long time defired, 
that the fale of offices in the magif- 
tracy fhould be abolifhed : this has 
been decreed, 

Nou felt the neceflity of correcting 
the principal vices of the criminal 
code: a provifionary re form has 
been made, cll a more perfect and 

eneral one can be accomplifhed,— 
— all parts of the kingdom 
have complaints, demands, remon- 
frances, been addreffed to us: we 
have fatisfied them to the utmoft of 
our power. The multiplicity of the 
public engagements alarmed men’s 
minds: we have rendered thofe en- 
gagements facred, upon the princi- 
pies of that good faith which is due 
trom the nation to individuals. You 
ftood in fear of the power of minif- 
ters: we have, for your fecurity, fub- 
jected them to the law of re(ponfibi- 
lity. 

The Gabelle * was odious to you: 
we have lightened it for the prefent, 
and promife you its entire abolition ; 
for, inour opinion, it is not fufficient 
that unpofts are neceffary for the pub- 
lic wants ; they ought alfo to be julti- 
fied by their equality, their wifdom, 
a their being agreeable to the pub- 
it. 

Immoderate penfions, frequently 
lavithed without the knowledge of 
your king, have confumed the fruit 
of your labours: we have caft on 
them a fevere and fearching eye, and 
are about to reduce them within the 
limits of ftriét juftice, 


® An oppreiiive tax on fal. 
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_ In fine, the finances demanded 
immenfe reforms: feconded by the 
minifter who has obtained your cone 
fidence, we have made them our 
unrvemitted ftudy, and you will foon 
reap the fruit of our labours, 

Such, Frenchmen, is our work, or 
rather yours; for we are but your 
organs, and it is you who have ine 
ftcucted us, who have encouraged 
and fupported us in our labours. 
W hat an era isthis to which we are 
at length arrived! How honourable 
an inheritance have you to tranfmit 
to your pofterity! Elevatcd to the 
rank of citizens, admiffible to all em- 
ploys, enlightened cenfors of publi¢ 
affairs, when not actually engaged 
in the conduct of them ; certain that 
every thing is done by you and for 
you; equals in the eye of the law 
free to act, to Speak, to write; ace 
countable in your actions to no in- 
dividual whatever, but to the pub- 
lic only ; what condition can be con- 
ceived happier, or more honourable 
than yours ? 

Is there a fingle citizen, nap & 
of that name, who can look bac 
with reyret on the paft ftate of things, 
or who would colleét the ruins 
with which we are furrounded, ina 
order to reconttiuct the ancient 
edifice ? 

And yet, what has not been faid, 
what has not been done by our ene- 
mies, to weaken the impreffion 
which fuch bleflings ought naturally 
to produce ? 

“ We have deftroyed eve 
thing,”’ fay they. True, becaufe it 
was neceflary that every thing fhould 
be rebuilt, And what was there to 
be fo much regretted? Would we 
truly know, let thofe men be afked 
the queftion, who enjoyed no exclu- 
five benefits in the objects reformed 
or deftroyed. Laterrogate ¢ven the 
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confcience of thofe who did profit by 
them, fetting afide only fuch mean 
fouls, who, to ennoble their own 
rivate regrets, now hold up, as tne 
fuljeéts of their commuteration, the 
condition of thofe to whom in for- 
mef times they were fo indifferent. 
We fliall then fee, whether the re- 
form of each of thefe objects does 
not meet with the approbation of all 
whofe opinion is of any value. 

«© We have acted with too much 
precipitation,” according to fome ; 
anda multitude of others reproach 
us with too much flownefs. Too 
much precipitation! Can any one 
be ignorant that it is only by attack- 
ing and overthrowing all abufes, at 
the fa. time, that we can hope to 
be delivered from them without the 
danger of a return; thatit is then, 
and tken only, that every one feels 
himfelt interefted in the eftablifhment 
of order; that flow and partial at- 


tempts at reform always end in re- 


forming nothing; in fine, that the 
abufes retained firve as fupports, 
and foon become the actual rettorers 
of thofe which were theught to have 
been deftroved ? 

“ Our aflemblies are tumultuous.” 
And of what confequence is this, {ff 
the decrees proceeding from them are 
wile ?>—We are, to confels the truth, 
far from wifhting to hold up the de- 
tails of all our debates as a fubject 
for admiration. We have been more 
than once afftidted by them. But we 
have, at the fame time, felt that it 
would be unjuff to turn them tu our 
difadvantage; and, after all, this 
impetuofity was the almoft inevitable 
effect of the firft general contict 
which perhaps ever took place be- 
tween all pr inciples and all errors. 

hey accufe us of having afpired 
toa chimerical pr rfection. St: ance 
reproach? which il} conceals the te- 
cret with for the perpetuity of abufes. 


~- The national allembly has not fuf- 
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fered its procrefs to be Impede’ Ry 
pufillanimous or fervilely 
motives: it has had the courage, or 
rather the good fenfe, to believe 
that ufcful ideas, and the truths mot 
neceffary to the happinef of nish. 
kind, were not exclufively defined 
to adorn the pages of books: and 
that the Supreme Being, when he 
gave to man perfe “ibility, an ep. 
dowment peculiar to his nature, did 
eg apes radcwad me application of it 
to the reguiation of foctety, in which 
hts firft wants, his mof univerfahin. 
terefts, are comprehended. 

bet It is impoffible,” fome have 
faid, “ to regenerate an old and 
corrupted nation.”’ Let us teach 
them, that none are cor rupted but 
thofe who with the perpetuity of 
abufes which tend to corrupt - and 
that ‘a nation renovates her youth 
the very day in which the refolves to 
revive her liberty. 

Behold the new generation! How 
thetr hearts beat with joy and hope! 
How pure, how noble and patriotic, 
are their fentiments! With what 
enthufiafm do they prefs for the ho 
nour of being admitted to take the 
civic oath !——But why fhould we 
aniwer fo wretched a reproach? 
Shallthenational affembly be reduced 
to apologize for having not deipaired 
of the people of France. 

‘¢ Nothing has yet been done for 
the people,”’ fome have dared to fay ; 
yet it is the people’s caufe which 
triumphs in every change. Notling 
done for the people! [oes no: every 
abufe which has been deftroyed pre 
pare, does it not fecure eafe and re- 
lief to the people? Was there a 
fingle abufe that did not prefs upon 
them ? 

‘* But they complained not.” I 
was, becaufe the excefs of their U 
ftitled their complaints. 

‘¢ But their condition 's as 
wretthed,”? Say rather, it } heer 
WyClCHee 
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wretched. But it fhallnot be fo tong ; 
we SWEAR TT SHALL NOT. 

« We have dettroyed the execu- 
tive power.” No; fay rather the 

wer of the minifter; and it was 
that which deftroyed, which often 
degraded, the executive power. The 
executive power Is enligthened by us’; 
we have pointed out its rights : above 
ail, we have ennobled it, by tracing 
thein to their real fource, the people. 

“ Jt is now without force’?— 
azainft the conftitution and the law. 
This is true; but in their .favour it 
will be more powerful than ever. 

« The people are armed.”’ Yes, 
for their defence this was neceflary. 
« But from this, evils have in ma- 
ny places refulted.”” Can thefe evils 
be imputed to the national aflembly ? 
Can it be reproached for difafters 
which it laments, which it would 
have prevented by all the force of 
its decrees, and which will foon ceafe 
by the union of the two powers, 
from henceforward indiffoluble, and 
by the irrefiftible a¢tion of the united 
ftrength of the nation? 

“ We have exceeded our powers.” 
The anfwer to this is fimple. We 
were inconteftibly fent to make a 
conftitution : this was the defire, this 
was the want, of all France. —Now, 
was it poflible to create this conftitu- 
tion, to forma whole, even an im- 
perfect whole, by conftitutional de- 
crees, without the plenitude of pow- 
ers which we have exercifed >—jéut 
let us add; without the national af- 
fembly, France had been ruined : 
without the principle which fubmits 
every thing to a plurality of free fuf- 
frages, and which has governed ail 
our decrees, it is impoffible to con- 
ceive a national aflembly ; itis impof- 
fible to conceive, we will not'fav a 
conftitution, but even the hope of 
irrevocably deftroying the fmallett 
abuic. This principle is an eternal 
uth; and it has been acknowledged 
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throughout ‘all France; it has beén 
exprefled ina thoufand different ways 
in the numerous addreffes of adhe- 
rence, which ran counter to that 
crowd of libels in which we are re- 
proached with having exceeded otr 
powers. Thefeaddreffes, thefe avow- 
alsof homage, thefe patrioite oaths ; 
whata confirmation are they of the 
powers which our enemies would 
conteft with us! 

Such, Frenchmen, are the re- 
proaches caft on us in thofe nume- 
rous andcriminal publications, whith 
affect the tone of patriotic affliction. 
But in vain do they flatter them- 
felves with the hope of difcouraging 
us: our refolution is only the more 
confirmed, and you will foon expe- 
rience its effects. The aflembly is 
on the point of giving you a mili- 
tary eftablifhment, which, by con- 
ftituting the army of foldier-citi- 
zens, will unite valour in defence of 
our country with the civic virtues, 
which protect without alarming it. 

Ina fhort time the affembly will 
prefent you with a fyftem of taxation, 
which will be adapted to eafe and en- 
courage agriculture and induftry, and 
in which the freedom of commerce 
will be refpected ; a fyftem which, 
being fimple, clear, and eafily con- 
ceived by all who pay, will define 
with precifion the part they owe, fa- 
cilitate the neceffary knowledge of 
the employment of the public reve - 
nue, and lay open to the infpection 
of all the people of France the 
true ftate of the finances, even to 
the prefent obfcure labyi inth, where 
the eyecan no longer trace the trea- 
fures of the ftate. 

Ina fhort time, a clergy, citizens 
alfo, equally diftant from the extrem: 
of poverty or of riches, and conte- 
quently a model for both rich and 
poor, pardoning the injurious ex- 
preflions of a temporary delirium, 
wili infpire a true, pure, and unt- 
(H 2) verfal 
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verfal confidence, which neither the 
outrages preceeding fromenvy, nor 
that fort of pity which humiliates, 
will be able to thake: they will 
caufe religion to be ftill more cherith- 
ed; they willincreafe its influence, by 
cultivating a clofer and more affecti- 
onate connection between the people 
andtheir paftors, This facred body 
will no longer exhibit the {peétacle, 
which the patriotifm of fome of its 
own members has more than once 
held upto publiccenfurein this affem- 
bly, of opulent idlenefs, and unre- 
compenfed activity. 

In a fhort time, a fyftem of cri- 
inal and penal laws, dictated by 
reafon, juftice, and humanity, will 
thew the refpect due to human na- 
vure, even in the perfuns of thofe 
who are the victims of the law — 
that refpect without which we have 
no right to pretend to morality. 

A code of civil laws, confided to 
judges chofen by yourfelves, and 
diipenfing juftice gratuitoufly, wall 
banith allthofe obf{cure, complicated, 
contradiétory laws, whofe incohe- 
rence and multiplicity feem to give 
room, even in an upright judge, to 
dignify with the tithe of jultice, 
what hisown inclination, his error, 
or fometimes, perhaps, his ignorance 
may dictate. But ull this moment 
arrives, it is your duty to obey the 
laws in being ; for you we!) know, 
that itis the diftinguithing mark of 
a good citizen, religioufly to obey 
every law not yet repealed, 

Finally, we fhall terminate our 
Jabours by a code of initruction, or 
of national education, which will 
place the conftitution under the 
jafeguard of the rifing generation, 
By caufing the civic inftruction to 
pals through all degrees of the re- 
pretentation, we fhall  tranfmit 
through all the claffts of fociety the 
knowledge neceflary to the welfare 
~ of gach, as well as to that of the 
waliimatlarge, Behold, people of 
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France, the profpect of happineg 
which liesbefore you! Some proung 
vet remains to be gained ; and there 
the detractors of the revolution lie 
in wait for you. Guard againg 
that impetuous vivacity fo natural 
to you: above all things, dread the 
commifion of outrages; for an 
kind of diforder may prove fatal t 
liberty. This liberty is dear to vou; 
you are in poflefhon of it; thew 
yourfelves capable of preferving it; 
be faithful to the fpirit, and even to 
the letter of the decrees of your re. 
prefentatives, accepted or fanfioned 
by the king; dittinguith between 
the feudal rights abolifhed freely 
and without redemption, and thof 
redeemable which are ftill in force, 
Let the firft be no longer exaéted, 
nor the fecond refuted. Bear in 
mind the three facred words which 
guard thefe decrees, ‘* the nation, the 
law, the king’. The nation; that 
is, yourtelves. The law; that is 
alfv you; it is your will. Theking; 
thats, the guardian of the law, 

Whatever falfe reports may be 
induftrioufly propagated, depend 
always upon thisunion, It wasthe 
king they deceived formerly; now 
it is you; and the fentibility of the 
king is atticted bw their fuccefs: he 
withes to preferve his people from 
the arts of thofe flattcrers, whomhe 
has driven from his throne, and 
from whom he will defend the era- 
dle of his fon; for he has declared 
la the midft of your reprefentatives, 
that he will make the heir of the 
crown the guardian of the conftitu- 
tion. 

Hearken not to thofe who {peak 
of two parties; there is but one; 
we have all {worn it, and it is that 
of libertv. Her victory is fecure, 
attefted by new conquetis every day : 
let obfcure detractors pour out their 
injurious calumnies ayainft us; re 
flect only, that if they praifed us 
France woGild be undone. Be og 
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ur guard how you awaken their 
el, by diforders and trefpatfes 
againft the law. See how they tri- 
umph at a few delays in the collec- 
tion of the impofts. Ah! furnidh 
not food for this cruekjoy! Think 
that this debt—No, ts no longera 
debt; itis a facred tribute, and it 
is your country that now receives it 
for you, and for yourchildren: the 
will no Jonger fuffer it to be prodi- 
gally confumed on depredators, who 
would without remorfe fee the 
fouree of the public treafure dried 
vo, now that its ftream is turned 
afide from them: they aim at mif- 
chief, which the goodnefs and mag- 
nanimity of the king have prevent- 
ed and rendered impoffible. 

Frenchmen, fecond your king ; 
by afacredand unfhaken refpc ct for 
the law, defend his happinefs, his 
virtues, his real glory, againft the 
defigns of his and your enemies; 
fhew that he never had any enemies 
but tho'eof liberty; inthe mainte- 
nance of her, and the fupport of 
him, thew that yourconftancy equals 
your courage ; that in the caufe of 
liberty, of which he is the guardi- 
an, you can never be weary, you 
will be indefatigalle. Your lafh- 
tude was the lath hope of the ene- 
mies of the revolution: chey now 
lofe that; pardon them their groans, 
and, without hating them, deplore 
theferemains of weaknefs, theie in- 
hemities of humanity; feek, we will 
even fay, excufes for them. Ob- 
ferve theconcurvence of caufes which 
would naturally prolong, nourith, 
and almott eternife their illufion, 
Time is neceffary to chafe from their 
memory the phantoms of a long 
dream, the dreams of a long life. 
Who is able to triumph in a mo- 
ment over fixed habits of the mind, 
Over Opinions inculeated iu infancy, 
cberifhed by the exterior forms of 
focicty, favoured by the public 
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flavery, which they imagined to be 
eternal, dear to a fpecies of pride, 
impofed on them as a duty ; habits, 
in fine, which flattered perfonal in- 
tereft in a thoufand different ways ? 
To lofe at once their illufions, their 
hopes, their moft favourite ideas, 
and a part of their fortune; to ex- 
pect they fhould fuffer this without 
revret, without efforts, withoutthat 
refiftance which is at the beginning 
natural,and which afterwardsa falie 
point of honour impofes asa duty, 
1s tu expeét too much from,humani- 
ty! -Alas! if among this clafs of 
men, lately fo favoured, fome are 
found unable to bear fo many loffes 
at once, be generous; remember 
that in this clafshave been found al- 
fo men who have dared to raife 
themfelves to the rank of citizens, 
intrepid defenders of our common 
rights; and in the bofom even of 
their families, oppofing the noble 
enthufiaf of liberty to the tendereft 
fentiments of nature. 

Lament, krenchmen, the blind 
victims of fo many deplorable pre- 
judices! but living under the em- 
pire of the laws, let not the word 
vengeance be any more pronounced. 
Couraze, perfeverance, generofity ; 
thefe, the virtues of free men, we 
expect of you, and demand it in 
the name of that facred liberty, the 
only conqueft worthy of man, wor- 
thy of you; by the efforts, by the 
facrifices which yon have made for 
her, by the virtues mingled with the 
misfortunes infeparable trom a great 
revolution, we call upon you not to 
retard, not to difhonour the faireft 
work that the annals of the world 
havetran{mittedto memory.—W hat 
have you to fear ?—Nothing ; no, 
nothing, but a fatal impatience. 
Yet afew moments —— It is for li- 
berty! So many ages that you 
have given to deipotifm! Friends, 
citizens—a generous, in lieu of a 

(H 3) fervile 
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fervile patience’ this is what we afk 
of you. We afk it in the name of 
your country ; you have one now: 
in the-nanic of your kine ; you have 
‘a king now ; lie is devoted to you ; 
‘no longer the kine of a few thou- 
fands of me n, but the king of the 
French all French- 
men! How mutt he now defpife 
defpotif ! How mutt he now hate 
it!—King of a’free people !—How 
mut he now (ce and acknowledge 
the etror of thofe delufive vitions, 
cherithed by a court, which called 
itfelf his people: delufions which 
were {pread around his cra: ile, which 
are enclofed, as with defign, in the 
circle of royal education, and with 
which men have, in all times, fought 
to compofe the infant underftanding 
of kings, in order to draw from the 
errors of their judgment the patri- 
mony of courts. Your king 1s now 
your’s.s Ah! how dear is he to us 
fince his people are become his court! 
Will you retute him the tranquillity, 
the happinefs he fe much delerves ? 
—May he trom hencelorward hear 
no more of thofe violent fcenes 
which have fo affliéted his heart: 
May he, on the contrary, ‘hear of 
order being re-eftablifhed, of pro- 
perty being every where refpected’; 
that you receive, and place under 


— ee) 


the wgis of the law, the innocent 
and the « ‘ulpable, —-—The culpa- 
ble? None are culpable, but thofe 


wihiom the laws have pronounced to 
be fo.—Or rather, apav he hear, 
may your virtuous ®onarch hear 
of fome of thofe traits of genero- 
fity, thote noble examples, which 
have already illuttrated the birth of 
French liberty. ——— Aftonith him 
with your virtues, in order that he 
may the fooner reap the fruit of his 
own: haften, for his fake, the mo- 
ment of public tranquillity, and the 
fpectacle of your own felicity. 

As for us, profecuting‘our labori- 
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ous tatk, devoted, confecrated tos 


grand bufinefs of the conttitur ey 
(your work, AS well: is ours “1 


terminate it; and, atded by 

lights of France, we 
every obitacle. Satisfied in our cop. 
icience, convinced, already 
happy in your approaching lelicity, 
we will place in vour hands this fa. 
cred de ‘po fit of the conftitution u 
der the guard of new virtues, the 
feeds of which, contained jp your 
minds, will begin to bloom in the 
tirft days ot liberty, 
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THE national aflembly have uf 
made a great itep towards the rege- 
neration of the finances. They 
have determined upon great facri- 
fires; they have been ttopt by no 
obftacle, by no prejudice ; : their du- 
ty was impofed on them by the fafe- 
ty of the ftate. Hoping every thin: 
from public {pirit, which every day 
feems to acquire new force, the ne- 
tional aflembly might have been en- 
abled not to fear any falfe interpre. 
tation of their motives, and to rly 
upon their purity : but this confei- 
oufnets is not alone futlicient for 
them ;. they wifh the whole nation 
to be their judge, and never were 
‘greater interefts brought before a 
more auguit tribunal. 

To give a conttitution to an ems 
pire, to fix by that the deftiny of the 
public fortune, and by. the public 
fortune the fupport of the conttitu- 
tion; fuch was the butineds of th 
nationl aflembly. 

Frenchmen! the foundations of the 
conttitution are’ laid: the king 
whom vou love has accepted them. 
Your fuffrages have gathered this 
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frit fruit of our toils; a! ad from 
that moment we proceeded with 


certamty to labour tor a free peo- 
and ee wert ook to fre- -eftablith 


ple, 
order in the finances. 

A gull yaw ‘ned betore us; in vain 
did t taxes, at once burdenfome and 
exit! ihve, devour the fubitance of 
the prople ; : they were not fufhcient 
for the unmenic > public 
fixty millions of new fub dies would 
hardly have, paid them, 2nd while 
the moft neceflarv expences were in 
arrears, whil le the m ott legit unate 
creditors were fubjected to unjult 
delays, even the re jources of futu- 
rity were not heldtacred. 

To fuch great ‘ipeden ; the nati- 
onal aflenbly J has only oppoled your 
authority, ang its own Courage and 
principles. Equally juft and firm, 
what each of you would have 
faid it has faid im your name. 
Fidelity to all engagements, relief 
forthe people : {uch was yoyr wilh, 
dad duch has been their oath. 

A sai pag into the expences 
has ed tethem, that the amount 
i the former revenues would be 
more than fufhcient, when they 
cealed to be lavidhed away. They 
immediately ordered all thofe aco- 
nomical retrenchments which could 
take place without delay, and made 
every preparation fer what might 
come ater. 

The examination of the ancient 
revenues Convinced them, that the 
people iT) ight great tly be relieved 
Without impoverithi: ig the public 
trealury ; the moft ruinous of the 
taxes has already been replaced by « 
fil bfidy, which is not ag; -ravated Wy 
the immenfe ex; pences ol ‘colleQion ; 
and this fit operation is only an el- 
fay of a general plan. 

The arrcar of expence was be- 
yond alculation ; ; and the diforde ’ 
favoured by the darkaefs in whic) 
“was iavolyed, perpetuated itf te. 
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The affembly threw light upon this 
obfcurit Ys {\ abjeste dtoa ftriét liqui- 
dation all the debts upto the frit of 
January lait, and toa regular pay- 
inent all the Sapences commencing 
from that day 
Great part "al the revenues of the 
vear was ablorbed by anticipations; 
and their renewal would have been 
continued in following years, {0 as 
to put the moft urgent wants and the 
moft facied engagements to the ha- 
zard of an uncertain and ruinous 
credit. The afiembly refolved no 
lonver to facrifice the. future to the 
pre lent, and without fur ther calcula. 
ad 1 prohibited all new antic ipations. 
At the fame time, they employed 
u their co-operators, fome to in- 
eflig ite the pubtic debt, by pre- 
marine ifs liquidat ion; others to de- 
vile a fyltem of taxation founded 
on the bafis of liberty, and regu- 
lated by real convenicnece to the pub- 
lie weal: fometocombine the wants 
of the fiate with thofe of agricul. 
ture and commerce; and others to 
determine the value of thofe do- 
mains which, in lefs happy or lefs 
enlightened times, our ancellors had 
affigned for the difch urge ofa part of 
the public expences. Ihe national 
alfembly was thus pre paring the ma- 
terials of that regencrating fyftem, 
which the reprefentatives of the na- 
tion could alone undertake with 
ANY haope ol fuccets. 
uf plan, the fruit of fuch 


Tis vait 
be j 
labours, could not pro- 


divertific | 
mite fuccefstal refults until a futur: 
period. The national atk mbly have 
fixed its term irrevocably ta the next 
year; and to reach it at that ava, 
without endan; geving either the pub- 
lic fatety, or the principles of a wife 
Niminiferation, they have directed 
their attenticn b Id/y to the urgent 
wantsot the prefent year. 

It is on this year, partic ularly, 
that the accumulated weight of ali 
iff tic 
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the preceding diforders falls. While 
the greateft part of the ordinary re- 
Cipts were fifoen led or deftroyed, 
either by the thocks infeparable from 
the happieft revolution, or by that 
uncertainty which accompanies even 
the moft favourable changes ; while 
the reduction of expences farnifhed 
as yet but flow and gradual fuccours; 
jt was neceffary, at once to provide 
for the general charges of adminil- 
tration, to pay off a debt of 170 
millions, contraéted, on the faith of 
of the public, with a bank whofe cre- 
dit was the only refource of lait 
year ; tu extinguifh at millions of 
the anticipatious profcribed by our 
decrees and the voice of the public ; 
and to become juft again to thofe 
creditors of the ftite who have not 
yet received their annuities for the 

ear 1748, and whole eafy or dif- 
treffed circumftances have fo direét 
an influence upon all the clafles of 
the induftrivus, 

On fvch a combination of affairs 
the affembly ventured to fix their 
attention witout defpriring of their 
country, and without being deterred 
from their fir: reiolution of reyeét 
ing every meafure that might prove 
ay obftacle to the fuccefs of their de- 
figns for the year »-9g1. 

The fafety of the ftate then evi- 
dently depended upon the difcovery 
and employment of refources at once 
new and immentfe, with which it 
might be poffible to reach that im- 
portant epoch, and, above all, to 
feach it without an increafe of 
charges already too heavy, and 
without the illufive means of an 
annihilated credit. 

termined by thefe powerful 
confiiierations, convinced, after a 
profound examination, that they 
proceeded in the only proper wav, 
the national . fembly rejected every 
MNCerlary expr cient : they had con- 
fidence to believe that a powerful 
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nation, that a free people, governed 
by the laws, could in dittculs Cir. 
cumftances exaG@ from themfelves 
what ar itrary power would jy tile 
have folicived from public cong 
dence. ‘The affembly had already 
ecreed, the roth vu! laft Dec m' er 
a creation of affignats on the ay 
duct of a fale of ecclefiattical pro. 
perty and domains, to the ammount 
of 300 millions; thev had already 
deftined them for re-imburfen ents, 
and as a fubfidy for the expenc 


~ . % 
of the current year; in confirming 
som *. mie ’ . 2 

anew thete difpafitions, the national 
affembly have juft decreed that thefe 


a‘hgnats fhould perform the oifice 
of money. 

Delivered by this in great meafare 
from all uncertainty. and from all 
the ruinous effeéts of a credit p rpe- 
tually abandoned to the caprices of 
avarice, the nation has only need of 
union, conftancy, and firmnefy, or, 
in on@word, of itfelf, to affure the 
happieft effects trom this decree, and 
to reftore vigour, abundance, and 
profperity to the public treafury, 
to coniinerce, and to all the branches 
of cexhaufted induftry. 

The enemies of liberty, French- 
men, can alone weaken this hope; 
it is of confeque nce to render inef- 
feftual their infinuations; it is ot 
confequence to prove to a demon: 
ftration, that the refolution of the 
national aflembly is not founded 
folely on the moft inevitable necef- 
fity, but alfo on found principles; 
that it is attended with no inconve 
nience; that, in fhort, under every 
point of view, it is a wife and falu- 
tary law, 

Look back for a moment—it 
was the diforder in the finances 
which brought to us the happy 
days of liberty. Called by a citl 
zen-king to the fuccour of the 
public weal, you could not fave It 
in a fure and honourable way ‘of 

: yours 
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rfelves and him, but by deftroy- 
ag th | auies wich, ba phi 
o: e overwhelaicd you WIth cVilS, 
m ight one day prous uce them age in, 
ani perhaps render them inc urable, 
Cont: mpt 10% the sigats of men was 

the fource of your misior tunes; irom 
o ticft moment you repreientatives 
thought it incumbent w place the 
rights of men as the Vv: afis of a con- 
tiution calculated to preterve to 
the Kingdom its itrengta, to Fiench- 
men ther dignity, to the public weal 
all the advantag¢ srefuiung from our 
fortunat: fituation. From that mo- 
ment, alo, the true reprefentatives 
of tue navion, thote who requiring 
nothing tor thenal. ives have demand 
ec every thing ! for it, have had incef- 
fant battlestotight; they have fought 
them withcourage; ala Cie nath ral 
afenbly has thence become beites 
acquainted with your true inte- 
reits. 

Wherever, under a free govern 
meat, man enjoys all the rights of 
which fociety cannot deprive him 
without injuifice, the {pirit of cor- 
porations cannot be preterved with- 

out dange cae tend conttantly to 
make a te paration between its own 
and the common intereft. All means 
left for its union are ofenfive wca- 
pons. lu vain will the iacred inte- 
refis of religion be introduced to 
jultit ty an exception to thete ps ‘inct- 
ples, without which liverty cannot 
exift, The holy dutics which reli- 
gion en) Joins, the auguit myit ries o! 
Which tt preserves the tradition, re- 
guire undoubtedly a particular pro- 
fetlion, a prote! hon that dedicates a 
whole lite to bruisab t pres at truths | vy 
f ‘eat examples; but it ought not to 

‘par ate thofe who embrace it trom 
the reft of the citizens: the moral 
muence of religion ought to give ue 


fe! d:cai a Aue y¥ce fa its Vi! heif rs. 


Therefore, when labouring to rege- 
hegate France; to retiore her true 
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liberty, to unite all privete interefts, 
all particular wills, under the empire 
of the genera! will, the nition had 
a right to refume the difpotal «€ 
thoie poffefions which cou kd nev ¢ 
ceai?e to belong to her, whieh ferv-d 
leis for the decent maimtcnance of 
the tru repr ha ¢ gofpel, than 
to conftitute a fute within a fla ty 
and to promote a dangerous inde~ 
pendence, 

Hence'orth the nation is to make 
the witeft ufe of that property, ac- 
cording to circumftances. 

To ‘provite for the expences of 
es public fafety, to difeharge thefe 

gagements, of which the fufpen- 
how 1s equally difaftvous to the ciri- 
zens, and fhamefyl to the nation, 
are the firft wants, or rathor hrtt 
dutics. Would it have been potlible 
to “negh s + long, without ha- 
z rding the fue of the minifters of 
feligion themfelves ? Is it poilible 
to conceive a clafs of men, a clafs 
ut propertics, whi h would not have 
been ruined b y confufion and anar- 
chy? The national afle..bly would 
thin have been wanting to every 
principle = would have betrayed 
your'contidence, had they hefitated 
to fet apart, from this moment, a 
poition of the national domains for 
the common fatety and relief of the 
nation at large. 

What circun ftanes were ever 
more imperious ? The enemies of 
liberty have no refource but in the 
diforders and complaints of milery ; 
they are certainly infatuated, if they 
hope to triumph by our difpair; 
but we fhou!d not def. rve to be tree, 
if we did not join all our efforts to 
prevent fuch deplorable extremities. 

Thus, governed by the furett po- 
litical principks, and the moft ur- 
gent wants, the national affembly, 
accepting the intervention and afult- 
ance of the municipalitics, has de- 
creed the falc of thefe domains, the 
weil 
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lied ufe whereof can alone 
wey 4 progres of the evil; and 
fince theic former adminiftration can 
no longer fubift, fince by their cir- 
ulation will become a more 
fertile fource of national riches, the 
aflembly has difcharged every duty 
in difpofing of thefe poffeflions ;— 
but from that time it became necei- 
fary.to carry to the charge of the 
whole nation, all the expences for 
which thefe provided. a 

To the nation belong. religion, 
its minifters, the religious orders, 
the poor; your repreféntatives have, 
therefore, decreed, that henceforth 
the charges of worthip, the juft and 
honourable maintenance of the mi- 
nifters of the altars, the fupport of 
the religious, and of the poor, hall 
be furnifhed from the national trea- 
fury; they have placed the creditors 
of the clergy among the creditors of 
the flate, To the poticfhons of the 
church, which are in the aation, 
they have added all that belong to 
the nation, in order to anfwer the 
fame charges... Thele difpofitions 
are wife ; at no time will you make 
any more, fure, more conformable 
to true policy, or more confonant 
-to the true f{pirit of religion. 


Frenchmea! you will fupport all 


thefe meafures; you will not fuffer 
the leaft refiftance to retard the exe- 
cution of the decrees of the aflembly, 
fanctioned by the king. 

Let fuch amongft you, whom it 
will fuit to purchafe the lands that 
are to be fold, prefent themfelves 
without fear: the property they 
will acquire is aflured to them; it 
-is from the nation itfelf they will 
hold it. Defpots, tyrants, they who 
govern without laws, owe each other 
nothing ; they can with impunity 
deftvoy each other’s operations. A 
nation does not thus ftrike againft 
herfelf. What intereit could fhe 


have to difpoffefs him whom fhe had 
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put in poflsfion? To. do. f, it i 


neceflary to conceive her as tram 

ling under foot .the laws fhe has 
given to herfelf, or rather to fap, 
pote it poffible for her to confent ; 
expofe herfelf anew to the pillage 
of defpotifm, and again permit a 
few men to invade her liberty, The 
conftutution, which every one 
has {worn to maintain, guardnters 
us for ever from this mistortune. 

li then you can purchafe of the 
nation with fafety, if every idea to 
the contrary be repugnant to all a 
pearance of reafon, the national af 
fembly could difpofe beforehand @ 
the product of thofe fales which they 
have decreed; and this is the pyr. 
pofe of the aflignats. The effeéts, 
of which they reprefent the pro. 
duce, form their intrinfic value; 
aud that value is as evident as thar 
of the metal contained in our com. 
mon coin. Thefe aifignats might 
have been neceflury, fooner or later, 
in order to diftribute among the cre- 
ditors of the ilate that part of the 
effeéts which was deftined, by our 
firft decrees, to fupply the public 
treafury ; but be the diftribution 
fyoner or later, that circumftance 
changes not their nature. oe 

Their value remains the fame; 
and if the aflignats are delivered 
out before the .etfects are fold, it is 
becaufe there is a want of money 
to replace quickly what has difap- 
peared from circulation.—W ithout 
this falutary anticipation, neither 
the public treafury, nor you, could 
get through this dangerous crifis, 
to which it is fo important to put 
an end. 

The national affembly, however, 
have given up no principle to the 
laws of imperious neceflity. They 
examined this aflignat-money, under 
every point of view, before they 
came to a determination. They 
have not fet afide the vain declama- 
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tions on the ancient abufes of paper- 
money, but after the moft exact 
analyfis of their fcheme. They have 
confidered that gold and filver mo- 
ney itfelf has two different values ; 
the one as merchandize, the other 


as the fign of exchange. lhe firft be- 


“jing capable of variation, according 


tofcarcity or abundance, which al- 
ways raifes or lowers the price of all 
commodities, it was neceflary that 
the Jaw fhould ftamp the fecond va- 
jue as unalterable, to avoid multi- 
plying embarraffments in commerce. 

‘The exact correfpondence of thefe 
two values would be to money the 
point of perfection ; hence the le- 


‘gal fign of exchange ought always 


to be as nearly as poffible of a re.l 
value, equal to the value of conven- 
tion. Forthisreafon, paper-money, 
without an effective value (which it 
cannot have, unlefs it reprefent {pe- 
cial property), is inadmiflible, in 
commerce, to ftand in competition 
with the metals which havea real 
value, independent of all conven- 
tion, This is the reafon why that 
ps r-money, which had no other 
alis than authority, always caufed 
the ruin of the countries where it 
was eftablifhed. Hence too the 
bank-bills, of 1720, after occafion- 
ing the greateft misfortunes, have 
leit nothing behind them but pain- 
ful recollections. The national af- 
fembly were unwilling to expofe you 


. 5 
to this danger; and, therefore, when 


they gave the aflignats an obligatory 


value of convention, they had firft 
aflured to them a real and immove- 
able value, a value which enables 
them to fupport advantageoufly a 
competition with the metals them- 
felves, 

Of what ufe would affignats be 
which peopte were at liberty to re- 
‘ule ? Placed as merchandife in com- 
merce, farfrom helping thefcarcity of 
ipecie, they wonld render that’ fcar- 
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city ftillmore inconvenient, and per- 
haps more fatal; for the price of 
commodity muft neceffarily decreafe 
every time it becomes more com- 
mon, efpecially at that moment 
when the means-of purchafing it are 
become more rare. 

The common pieces of money, 
without a forced currency, teas 
have been an inconvenience almott 
equal to that of free affignats; they 
would only appear in circulation 
as an article of merchandife, of 
which the price might vary every 
inftant. Nothing could be tranf- 
acted but with a thoufand difficul- 
ties. It is then indifpenfable that 
the law fhould fix the courfe of the 
ufual money, and that it fhould re- 
gulate as authoritatively whatever is 
tofupply the place of {pecie in the 
circulation. But the legiflator has 
no right to give it this legitimate 
charaéter, till he is firft affured of 
the value which he hath ftamped on 
it; and thus the national affembly 
have acted. They created no affig- 
nat-money, till after ate afcer- 
tained a mafs of national effeéts 
which could be difpofed ‘of, and 
formed from them a fubfidy of 400 
millions for the aid of the public 
treafury. 

The national affembly expeét, 
therefore, to fee all good French- 
men applaud this meafure. It de- 
livers them from all the baneéful fyf- 
tem of fhifts'in finance; it eafes the 
revenues of the ftate of a confidera- 
ble expence ; it prepares the extinc- 
tion of the publicdebt ; it is ufeful 
to induftry : in a word, it is worthy 
of an enlightened nation, who will 
neither deceive themfelves nor de- 
ceive others. 

The intereft upon the affignats 
will foon bring back the fpecie now 
hid; already hive ‘they produced 
an immediate and favourable change 
in regard to foreigners; that — 
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be completed; every thing will at 

once be recovered the. moment the 
rovinces fhallbe at unifon with the 

capital in the ufe of affignats. 

Is it. neceffary that the national 
aflembly fhould give affurances to 
their fellow citizens as to the fate of 
religicn and her miniflers; @s to 
tharof all thafe who might regard 
the pofitflions of the church as.a 
mortgage or patrimony ? What! 
will the mortgage of the creditors 
of the clergy be weakened, beraufe 
it will pafs into the hands of the na- 
tion ; becaufe the church lands will 
hereafter be cultivated by the true 
proprietors ; beeaufe the induftri- 
ous care of fathers of families will 
be fubftituted in place of the exerti- 
ons of alife-renter, which exhaufted 
the fources of production, that pro- 
vident economy which referves ul 
for the nourifhiment of generations ? 
Muft we remind you that the natio- 
nalaflembly, enlightened, fupported, 
and encouraged by your labours, re- 
generates without deftroying ; that 
the ruins with which they feem.fur- 
rounded are the frail fupports of def. 
potiim, and not the folid props of 
public profperity 2 What imports 
it, wat property fhall difcharge 
your debt to the minifters of reli- 
£10, poe ted they are honourably 
treatec, provided their falary re- 
moyes them not from their duty ; 
but brings them, on the contrary, 
nearer to thofe men whom they 
Should « dify, inftrué, andconfole ? 
Where is the example of a people 
who, in becoming free, became un- 
jult towards thofe who ferved them ? 
And have we not hxed the expences 
of religion in the firft clafs 2 pub- 
lic expences; juft as vow all place 
religion itfelf in the firft rank of 
your duties ? 

When it is fo evident that liberty 
improves man ; that it gives him vir- 


tues by reitoring to him his dignity ; 
s 
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that it frees him not from fuperft, 
tion, but by communicating greater 
force to the qdutics of morality. 
how blind and perverfe muf it }, 
to feek to perfuade vou that you be. 
come irreligious, that you defpife 
the guardians of manners and mo, 
ralitv, becaufe, inftead of leavin 
to the clergy the difpofal of their 
poffefions, you maintain them with 
the money of your treafury! Cay 
you allow they thould believe you 
lefs beneficent to your poor bre. 
thren, becaufe the ae themafelves 
wil] watch over them, and becaufe 
the rights of man are more thay 
ever recognized, and held facred } 

After having proved to you the 
fafety of the affignat-money, the 
juftice and the wifdom of its refoly. 
tions which form its foundation, 
what objections have we to over. 
throw? Need we apply to the fri- 
volous fear of forgery, while it js 
fo eafy to counteract its effects, and 
to oppate thereto a vigilance, of 
which the inceffant exertion will 
multiply around you the meaps of 
fecurity and of verification? ° 

The national affembly will omit 
nothing to accomplifh this moft ho- 
nourable enterprie. Be not forget 
ful on your part, that, without the 
efforts of your reprefentatives, the 
misfortunes of this year would have 
brought on the lofs of futuyrity; 
that this futurity is thenceforth 
yours; that the operation of the 
affignat-money was the only thing 
that-could turn it to your account ; 
that it is linked with the conftitu- 
tion; that it is a happy effect of it; 
that it is contamineted by no fifcal 
interefts; that it delivers the per 
ftock from that art fo fatally deceit- 
ful, by which, for fo long a time, 
our credulity and refources haye 
been abufed. 

After thefe explanations, can you 
hefitate to yive your {apport to the 

: athgnat- 














aufe 
han 


the 


PUBLIC 


_money, to regard as your 
yn as the suemicsel liberty, 
thofe who would feek to mtterrupt 
their currency, to deftroy the juft 
confidence you owe to yourfelves, to 
your own interefts, to the decrees 

ed by your reprefentatives, by 
citizens chofen by you, animated 
your fpirit, and courageoufly 
devoted to the conflicts you have ap- 
inted them / 
You will not forget, Frenchmen, 
that union is the fafety of the peo- 
who want to break their chains ; 
you will not forget, that the ai- 
fembly to whom you have, com- 
mitted the right of reprefenting 
the nation, is the only center of that 
vaion. They occupy themfelves, in 
concert with your king, to preferve 
forever yourcights from the attempts 
of arbitrary power; to guarantee 
your pofleflions, the fruit of your pains 
and cares, from the rapacious hands 
of depredators. All their diforders 
arenow before our eyes. The caufes 
which promoted them point out to 
us thofe which fhould preferve, you 
from therm. They can no longer 
impofe them on us by vain fophitmns 
—thofe complex adminiftrations 
have difappeared, which were con- 
tracted rather to ferve asa refuge to 
abufes thanto prevent them. Either 
we fhail be ruined, or the contri- 
butions of your juftice and patrios 
tifm fhall be conftantly and faith- 
fully appliedto their proper deftina- 
hon, The fame funds which you 
thal! appoint to the extinétion of 
the debt, will Merve only to ex- 
tinguith the debt ; thofe which ought 
to maintain the public force, and the 
defenders of the country, on a res 
(pettable footing, wilihave no other 
eftination. Relicion, its minif- 
ters, the poor, will have no reafon 
to fear that what is fet apart for 
them, may be {quandered: for other 


Purpoles, The majefty of the throne, 
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become more fplendid Rill by its au- 
guft funétions, thar of executing the 
laws of a free people, will be no 
more expofed to hear the groans of 
fuch a number of the wretched, 
The criminal extenfion of impoits, 
the avidity of coliectors who would 
extend them {till farther, will no 
longer provea ftain in the govern- 
ment of the beftof kings. 

Order, regularity, and their un- 
fhaken guardian, the loyalty of the 
public, will univerfally become the 
goarontees of obedience, and the 
afeguard of your properties, 

Frenchmen! fecond the national 
affembly by your confidence ;_ its in- 
defatigable toils deferve it. <A little 
longer, and the advantages of our 
conftitution will reach all clafies of 
fociety. A littl more time, and no 
people will have fo much deferved 
the benediétions of the human race. 


—~ 





Letter from the King to the Prefident 
of the National Ajjvmbly of Franety 
containing certain Ar argemenfs a 
Demands, which awere, in confee 
quence, unanimously dec ¢de 


Paris, June 9, 17906 
Sir, 

EMBARRASSED between the 
principles of a ftritt economy, and 
the confideration of thofe expences 
which the fplendour of the trench 
throne and the reprefentation of the 
chief of a great nation require, I 
would have preferred eres we 
felf to the national affembly, to fz 
the ftate of my eftablifhment. But 
I yield to their repeated folicitations, 
and | addrefs to you this anfwer, 
which I requeft you would comme 
nicate to them. 

I would fain have referred myfelf 
wholly to the national aflembly for 
the determination af the fum appli- 


cable to the expences of my civil and 
military 
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military eftablifhment; but ‘their 
new folivitatfons, and the expreffions 
with which their with is accompanied, 
have prevailed on me to change my 
refolution. 1 am'therefore to come 
to a clear explanation with them, 

The expences, known under the 
name of thofe of the ding’s household, 
comprehend, 

I, The expences relative to my 
perfon, to the queen, the education 
of my children, and to the houfes of 
my aunts; and I oust immediately 
to add thereto the eftablifhment of a 
houfe for my fifter, which fhe has 
every right to expect from me. 

iL. The buildings and moveables 
of the crown. 

ILL and leftly, My military efta- 
blifhment, which, in the plans com- 
municated to the military committee, 
makes no part of the expences of the 


army. 

‘ The whole amount of thefe dif- 
ferent objects, notwithftanding the 
reductions which have taken place 
fince my acceflion to the throne, is 
{till about thirty-one millions, inde- 
pendent of a tax of aids in the city 
of Verfailles, amounting te goo,o00 
vivres, which will henceforward enter 
inito the public revenue, with the di- 
minution confequent upon my more 
conttant refidence at Paris. 

I believe that twenty-five millions, 
by adding thereto the revenue of the 
parks, domains, and forefts, of the 
country palaces I thall retain, may 
be a fuitable fufliciency for thele 
different expences, with the aid of 
confiderable retrenchiments, 

Although I include my military 
eftablithment in the objects 1 have 
juft enumerated, 1 have rot yet en- 
tered upon its organization, In this 
refpect, as well as in every other, I 
defire to cOnciliate my views with 
the new order of things. I have no 
hefitation in thinking that the num- 
ber of troops, deflined for the guard 
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of the king, ought to be determined 
by a conftitutional regulation » a 

as it behoves thefe troops to partake 
of the honour and the dangers 

tached tu the defence of the Rant g 
they fhould be fubje& to the ge th 
— of the army, ai 

‘rom thefe confiderations, I 

pottponed the period at vids ap 
gardesedu-corps thall refume their 
otlice 3; and the delay of the organi. 
zation of my military eftablithmens 
is the lefs Inconvenient, inafmucly 
as, fince the garde nat:onale do duty 
around me, | find in them all the 
zeal and attachment I could have 
wifhed for; and I am defiroys they 


Ahould never be eftranged from the 


guard of my perfon. 

_It would be impoftible for me to 
difcharge from a limjted annual re. 
venue the arrears due on my ete 
blifhment, with which the aflembly 
are acquainted; and I defire they 
would include them in their general 
plans of liquidation, 

I think that the reimburfement 
of the charges of my eftablifhment, 
and thofe of my brothers, ought to 
be decreed, and to be joined with 
the preceding article; the conttite- 
tion having proftribed the felling 
of offices. This difpofition will na- 
turally enter into the views of the 
allembly: it will be the more jult, 
becaufe thote who facrificed conhder- 
able fums of money to purchale 
places, had reafon to look for favours 
which the new order of things per 
mits them no longer to expect, 

I conclude with the objeét neardt 
my heart. I have promifed, by my 
contract of marriage with the queen, 
that, in cafe I fhould not furvire 
her, a fuitable eftablifhment fhould 
be referved for her; fhe has jut 
made a facrifice of what, from time 
immemorial, has been confide 
as appertaining to the quecns of 
France, and which, converted inte 

money 
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honey, would dmourit to more than 

000 livres.’ 
eae 4n additional motive to 
me to be defirous, that the indeter- 
jhinate engagements I entered into 
with her and her auguft mother 
fhould be afeertained, by fixing her 
dowry ; it will give me pleafure to 
be indebted to the reprefentatives of 
the nation for my tranquillity on a 
point fo interefting to my happt- 
nefs. 

After having conformed to the 
with of the national aflembly with 
that confidence which ouglit to pre- 
vail between them and me, I will 
add, that I never will oppofe any 
difpcfition of theirs relative to iny 

rfon. My own true interefts will 
always be thofe of the kingdom; and, 

vided that liberty and public or- 
der, thofe two fources of the profpe- 
rity of the ftate; are rendered fure, 
I hall find much more than may 
be wanting to me in perfonal gratifi- 
cations, in the fatisfaétion derived 
from the daily fpectacle of public 
felicity. 





Spee h of M. Rabant de Saint-Etienne, 
on the following Motion of M. 
de Caflellane, “* No Man Shall 
be mol:Ped for his Opinions, or in- 
lerrupted in the Eaercife, of his 
Religion.” 


- 
Gentlemen, 


SINCE the aflembly have decid- 
ed that the member who {poke taft, 
{poke to the queftion, it is permitted 
me to refute him, and to expofe 
thofe dangerous princi ples which he 
has laid down, 

He has indeed profefled himfelf 
willing to allow, that no one has a 
right to penetrate into the private 
thoughts of men; but furely he has 
¢) 
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not divulged a very remarkable or 
profound truth; for no tyrant ever 
vet conceived the defign of enterin 
into the fecrets of thoughts; pe 
the verieft flave preferves, moft cer- 
tainly, that liberty which this gentle- 
man ‘haS condefcended to grant to 
free men. 

He has added, that the manifefta- 
tion of the thoughts might be a thin 
infinitely dangerous; that it is es 
fary to watch it, “and that the law 
ought to be employed*in prevent- 
ing any one from manifefting his 
thonghts tuo freely ; that it was by 
fuch means new religions were efta- 
blifhed ; and that nothing was want- 
ing but the immediate eftablifhment 
of a tribunal charged with thefe 
functions of tuperintendance. . 

Now, I fay in my turn, that fuch 
an opinion fo delivered is calculated 
to throw us again under the defpo- 
tifm of the inquifition, did not the 
public opinion, which he has appeal- 
ed to, loudly condemn his own, 

His has been the uniform language 
of the intolerant, nor has the inqui- 
fition any other maxims. It has al- 
ways faid, in its whiging and guard- 
ed language, “ that uadgbtedly 
you muft not attack the thoughts ; 
that every one is free in his opinions, 
provided he does not manifelt them : 
but that fuch manifeftation, being 
liable to trouble public order, the 
law ought to watch over it with a 
ferupulous attention;’’ and, by 
means of fuch principles, the intole- 

rant have obtained that power of 
infpection which, for fo many ages, 
has fubjugated and tettered human 
thought. 

But upon fuch principles, gentle- 
men, there would be no chriftians. 
Chriftianity would not have exifted, 
had the heathens, faithful to thole 
maxims which certainly were not 
unknown to them, watched with 
care the manifeftation of new opi- 

nions, 
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finns, and perfifted in declaring that 
they troubled the public order. 

Tire henon: which | fhare in com- 
mon with you, gentlemen, of being 
adeputy of the nation, and a mem- 
ber of this augutt aflembly, gives me 
a right to {peak in my tura, and to 
deliver my opinion on the queflion 
before you, 

I feck not to defend myflf from 
the odium which I may bring upon 
this important caufe, Lbecaute 1 am 
interefted im its rt; 1 do not 
thirk that aay one ought to be fuf- 
{pect d in the defence of his rights, 
becaufe they are bis rights. Ii the 
unhappy lave of Mount jurafhould 
prefent himfelf before this auguft 
aflembly, he would neither excite 
diflike nor prejudice ; he would in- 
Spire. you, gentlemen, with the great- 

ft jutereft in his favour. Betides, 

am executing a facred commifhon, 
L obey my intfruBtions, ] ovey my 
conftituents. It is a bailiwick of 
36., 00 inhabitants, of whom more 
than 120,000 are proteftaits, which 
has inftruéted its deputies to folicit 
from you the campletion of the edi€t 
of November, 167. Another jurif- 
di ion of Languedoc, and feveral 
other bailiwicks of the kingdom, 
have expreficd the fame with, and 
demand of you, for the non-catho- 
lics, the liberty of their worthip *. 
__ It ison your own principles, gen- 
tlemen, 1 reft my claims of requiring 
you to declare, in an article, that 
every citizen is free in his opinions ; 
that he has a right freely to profefs 
his worfhip, and that he ought not 
to be moleited for his religion. 

Your wag, a are, that liberty 
is a common benefit, and that «'l 
citizens lave an equal right to it. 
Liberty then belongs to all the French 





* Here a crowd of deputies called out, 
that their inftructions contained the fame 
wil. All, all, exclaimed feveral others. 
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equally, and in the fame manne, 
All have a fight to it, ar no one has, 
he that would deprive others of ; 
is not worthy of it; he that would 
diftribute it unequally, is ignoraus 
of is; he who attacks, in any mag, 
ner whatever, toe liberty of ot 
attacks his own, and <icferves to 
lofe it in his turn, being unworthy 
of a prefent of which he knows not 
the value. 

Your principles are, that liberty 
of thought and of opision isan up. 
alienable and imprefcriptible right. 
‘lL his hberty, gentlemen, ‘s the mog 
facred of all; it goes beyond the 
empire of man ; it takes refuge with. 
in the confcience, as within an in. 
violable fanctuary, where no mor. ' 
tal has a right to pcnetvate: it 
alone is excepted from fubmitlion to 
the common laws of fociety; to 
fetter it is injuftice, to attack it is 
facrilege. | 

I reterve my reply to the argu 
ments which may be offered, by 
faying, that it is not to attack the 
conicience of diffenters, but to for- 
bid them the profeflion of their 
worfhip; and I hope to prove, that 
it is an extreme injuftice ; that itis 
to attack and violate their confti- 
ence; that it is to be intolerant, 
perfecuting, and unjuft; that it is 
to do to others what you would 
not wifh fhould be done to your- 
felves. 

But having the honour to fpeak 
to you, gentlemen, in order to fo- 
licit you to introduce into the de 
clavation of rights a certain and 
well-defined principle, on which you 
may, one day, eftablifh juit laws 
in regard to the non-catholics, I 
ought firft to mention their p 
fituation in France. 

The non-catholics (fome of you, 
entlemen, cannot be ignoraat | 
it) have received the edict of No- 

vember, 1787, only as what 
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not be refufed them; yes, what 
gould not be refufed them. I re. 

it not without fhame ; but it 1s 
not a groundlefs cenfure ; thefe are 
the very terms of the edict. This 
law, more celebrated than juft, pre- 
feribes the forms of regiftering 
their births, marriages, and deaths ; 
it permits them, in confequence, 
to enjoy civil property, and to 
ex-rcife their profeilions, and this is 


Thus then, gentlemen, in France, 
in the 18th century, the maxim of 
barbarous times has been adhered 
to, of dividing a nation into a fa- 
youred and difgraced caft; and it 
has been confidered gs an improve- 


‘ment in legiflation, that French- 


men profcribed for a hundred years 
fhould be permitted te exercife their 
cflon, that ts, to live, and that 
their children fhould be no longer 
legitimate. Still thefe forms, which 
the law has impofed on them, are 
accompanied with reftraints and 
fhackles, and the execution of this 
law of grace has carried forrow and 
diforder in thofe provinces where 
there are proteftants. This is an 
object which I propofe to confider 
when you arrive at the article of 
laws. But in the mean while, gen- 
tlemen, (fuch isthe difference that ex- 
ifts between Frenchmen and French- 
men), proteftants are deprived of 
feveral of the advantages of fociety. 
That crofs, the honourable reward 
of courage and of fervice done for 
one’s country, they are prohibited 
from receiving : for to men of ho- 
nour, to Frenchmen, it is to be de- 
prived of the reward of honour, to 
obtain it by hypocrify. Ina word, 
gentlemen, to compleat their degra- 
dation, and the injury done them, 
oa ribed in their thoughts, culpa- 
le in their opinions, they are de- 
prived of the liberty of profefling 
their worfhip! The penal laws (and 
1790, 
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what laws but theie reft upon this 


principle that error is a crime!), 
the penal laws againft their worthip 
have not been abolithed; in feveral 
provinces they are reduced to the 
neceflity of celebrating it in deferts, 
expofed to all the inclemency of the 
feafons ; of ftealing themfelves, like 
criminals, from the tyranny of the 
law, or rather of rendering the law 
ridiculous, from its injuftice, by 

eluding and violating it every day. 
Thus, gentlemen, the proteftants 
do all for their country, and their 
country treats them with ingrati- 
tude. They ferve it as citizens, and 
are treated like profcribed pérfons ; 
they ferve it like men whom you 
have made free, they are treated as 
if they were flaves. But at laft there 
exifts a French nation, and to it I 
appeal in favour of two millions of 
ufeful citizens who this day claint 
their rights as Frenchmen. I will 
not do the nation the injuftice to 
{uppofe, that it could pronounce the 
word intolerance—that is banifhed 
from our language, or it will re- 
main there mn as one of thofe bar- 
barous and obfolete words which are 
no longer ufed, becaufe the idea re- 
prefented by them is annihilated. 
But, gentlemen, it is not toleration 
that I plead for, it is liberty. To- 
leration! fupport! pardon! clemen- 
cy! ideas to the laft degree unjutt 
towards the diflenters, fo long as it 
fhall remain true, that the difterence 
of reliyion, the difference of opi- 
nion, is not acrime. Toleration! 
I demand that it alfo be profcribed, 
and it will be fo; that unjuft word 
which holds us out as citizens that 
deferve pity, which exhibits as cul- 
pable perfons who require pardon, 
thofe whom chance often, or educa- 
tion, leads to think in a manner dif- 
terent from ourfelves. Error, gen- 
tlemen, is not a crime: he who 
profefles it takes it for truth; it ts 
(1) truth 
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eruth to him; he is — to pro- 
fefs it ; and no man, no fociety, has 
a right to forbid him. ‘ 

And who, gentlemen, in this 
mixture of errors and truth, which 
men difleminare or tranfmit, or dif- 

ute on among themfelves, who 1s 

e¢ that will dare affirm that he has 
never been deceived, that truth ts 
conftantly with him, and error with 
others ? 

I demand then, gentlemen, for 
the French proteftants, for all the 
non-catholics of the kingdom, what 
you demand for all— mom g and 
equality of rights. 1 demand it for 
that nation * torn from Afia, always 
wandering, always profcribed, al- 
ways perfecuted, for near thefe cigh- 
teen centurics; who would afflume 
our manners and cuftoms, if tncor- 
porated with us by law; and whofe 
morals we ought not to reproach 
them with, becaufe they are the 
effect of our barbarity, and of that 
degradation to which we have un- 
iuffly condemned them. 

I demand, gentlemen, all that 
you demand for yourfelves: shat all 
the French non-catholics be placed 
on the fame fvoting in every 
thing, and without any referve, with 
all the other citizens; and that the 
law of liberty, ever imp2rtial, make 
no unequal diftribution of the {trict 
acts of rigorous juftice. 

And who of you, gentlemen, per- 
mit me to afk, who of you would 
care, who of you would chufe, who 
or you would deferve to enjoy fi- 
berty, if he faw two millions of ci- 
tizens forming a contiaft, by their 
flavery, tu the lying pomp of a k- 
berty, which would then exift no 
longer, becaufe it would be une- 

ually divided ? What could you 

ay to them, fhould they reproach 
you with keeping their minds in 
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chains, while you referve liberty 
for yourfelves ? And what, | 
you, would be that ariftocracy 4 
opinions, that feudality of thoughts, 
which fhould reduce to difvracefy} 
bondage two million of Citizens 
becaufe they adore your God ig 
another manner than you? 

I} demand for the non catholics 
what you demand for vourfelyes 
equality of rights, liberty! the ji, 
berty of their religions, the liberty 
of their worfhip, the liberty of ce. 
lebrating it in houfes fet apart for 
that purpofe, the certainty of being 
as free ion molt ftation in their ree 
hgion, as you are in yours, and 
compleat affuyance of being pro. 
tected as much as vou, and in the 
fame manner as you, bv the com. 
mon law. 

Permit it not, gentlemen,—ge. 
nerous and free nation, do not allow 
to be quoted before you the example 
of thofe nations, who, fiill intolerant, 
acto your worfhip among them, 

ou are not defigned to receive ex- 
amples, but to give them; and al 
though there be unyuft nations, it 
does not follow that you fhould be 
fo. Europe, which afpires to liberty, 
expects from you great leffons, and 
vou are worthy to furnifh them, 
Let this code, which you are abuut 
to form be the model of all others, 
and, Jet not a blemifh be left in it. 
But if examples may be cited, imi- 
tate, gentlemen, that of the gene 
rous Americans, who have placed 
at the head of their civil code the 
facred maxim of the univerfal liberty 
of religion ; of thefe inhabitants of 
Pennfylwania, who have declared 
that all thofe who adore a God, in 
what manner foever they adore him, 
ought to enjoy all the rights of act 
tizen; of the gentle and wife inha- 
bitants of Philadelphia, who behold 


* The Jews, 
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siikinds of worfhipeftablithed among 
them, and twenty different temples, 
and who owe, perhaps, to that pro- 
found tte Fa of liberty the li- 
berty they have acquired. 

In fine, gentlemen, I return to 
my principles, or rather to yours, 
for they belong to you; you ac- 
quired them by your courage, and 

have confecrated them in the 
oe of the world, by decla: ing that 


all men are born and continue free and 


equal, 

The rights of all Frenchmen are 
the fame, they are al] equal in their 
rights. 

I fee no reafon therefore why one 

t of the citizens fhould fay to 
another, ‘* 1 fhall be free, but you 
fiiall not.” 

I fee no reafon, that one part of 
the French fhould fay to the other— 
“ Your rights aad oyrs are unequal ; 
we are free in our conicience, but 
you cannot be fo in yours, becaufe 
it is againft our will.” 

I fee noreafon why the oppreffed 
party might not anfwer—* Perhaps 
you would not talk thus, if you 
were the fimalleft number; your 
exclufive will is nothing but the 
law of the ftrongeft, which we are 
not bound to obey. That law of 
the flrongeft might exift under the 
defpotic empire of a fingle man, 
whofe will conftituted the only law ; 
it cannot exift under a free people, 
who refpeét the rights of every indi- 
vidual,”” 

Like you, gentlemen, I do not 
know what an exclufive right is; I 
cannot acknowledge an exclufive pri 
Vilege in any thing whatever; but 
the exclufive privilege of opinions 

and worthip, appears to me the 
height of injuftice. You cannot 
have a fingle right which I have 
hot; if you exercife it, I ought to 
do the fame; if you are tree, I 


jury done to you. 
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ought tobe free; if you can profefs 
your worfhip, | fhould be able to 
oh ey mine; if yon ought not to 

molefted, I ought not to be fo; 
and if, in f{pite of the evidence of 
thefe principles, yeu fhould forbid 
us to profefs our common worthip, 
under the pretext that vou are much 
and we are little, would it not be 
the jaw of the trongeft, would it 
nut be the height of injuftice, and 
would you not violate your own 
principles ? 

But you will not expofé your- 
felves, gentlemen, to be reproached 
for the inconfiftency of having de- 
clared, at the commencement of 
your facred fegiflation, bue a few 
days ago, tha’ mn are equal in tleir 
rights, and of declaring this day that 
they ave unequal; of having declored 
them free to do every thing that 
does net injure another; and of de- 
claring to-day, that two millions of 
your fellow-citizens are not free to 
celebrate a worfhip that docs no 
wrong to any one. 

You are too wife, gentlemen, to 
make religion an objeét of felf-love, 
and in liew of the intolerance of 

ride and luft of dominion, which 
for near fifteen centuries have fhed 
torrents o' blood, to fubftitute the 
intolerance of vanity. You cannot 
be furprifed that there are men who 
think differently from you, who 
worfhip God in another manner 
than vou do. You will not regard 
the difference of opinion as an in- 
' Taught by the 
long and bloody experience ot ages, 
by the faults of your anceftors, and 
by their ceferved fufferings, «wu will 
fay, without doubt, “ It is time to 
lay afide the fword of peifecution, 
which ftill drops with the blood of 
our countrymen; it is time to re- 
ftore to them ther too long forgot- 
ten rights; it is time to break in 
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ieces thofe unjuft barriers, which 

parate them from Us, and to make 
them love a country which pro- 
feribed and chafed them from her 
bofom.”” 

You are too wife, gentlemen, to 
imagine, that it was left for you to 
execute what mankind for thefe fix 
thoufand vears could not accomplith, 
that of bringing all men to one and 
the fame worfhip. You will not 
believe that it was referved for the 
national eflembly to annihilate a 
variety which for ever exifted, or 
that you have a right which God 
himfelf wi | not exercife. 

I forbear to mention, gentlemen, 
a number of motives to engage your 
attention aud fympathy in behalt of 
ewo mil.ivns of unfortunate beings. 
They will prefent themf{clves to you 
ft!) caealel with the blood of their 
fathers, and they will fhew you the 
matks of their own chains. My 
country is free, and with her I with 
to bury in oblivion both the evils 
which we have iuffered with her, 
and the {till greater evils, of which 
we alone were the victims. What l 
demand is, that the fhould fhew her- 
felf worthy of libeaty, by equally 
ditributing it among all her citi. 
2°ns, without diltinction of rank, 
birth, or religion; and that vou 
thould grant to the diffenters all that 
you aljume youricives, 

I conclude then, gentlemen, that 
@atil you thall determine on the 
laws refpecting the non-catholics, 
and put them on the fame footing 
im every refpeet with the French, 
you thonld infert, ia the declaration 
of rights the followmig article : 

Eeavery man is fore in hes opinions, 
every celimen has arigh? frech (0 profess 
Ais aver ln p, and ne one ¢ ght to be 
woleled on account of his rel'olen. 
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not incucred the ill-will of this af 
fembly, becaufe, obliyed b my os 
ftructions to exprefs the delin's of 
my conftituents, 1 have de 
fiom you liberty of worthip for g 
numerous body of vour fellow.cit). 
zeus, whom your principles cal] tg 
@ participation of vour right. | 
even thought it became the luttereft. 
ing diynity of their caufe, to 
afide for a while the aupult charac. 
ter of reprefentative of the nation, 
which T have the honour to bear iq 
common with yourfelves, and to af. 
fume in fome degree that of a fup- 
plicant. The maxims, I thought, 
which we have heard recalled at 
this fitting, rendered fuch a lane 
guage neccflary, and made it my 
duty to intereft your humanity from 
fentiment, «fter attempting to Conte 
vince by reafoning. 

I have, however, one important 
obfervation to add, which is, that 
the free religious worfhip which I 
afk for, is a common worfhip,’ All 
foruis of worthip are neceflarily the 
act of many. The worthip of an 
aveer is adoration, or prayer, 
Lik nane-of you are ignorant that 
there never was a religion without 
fome form of worfhip, which bas 
always been confidered as a commu. 
nion of feveral, Chriftians cannot 
refule it to Chriftians, without com 
traditting their own principles, finee 
all admit the neceflity of a common 
worihip. 

| have another obfervation, no 
lefs important, to make; whieh-ts, 
that the idea of a common worhhip 
is a tenet, an article of faith, Itw 
then o religious opinion, ia 
fente of the words. Therefore its 
unpoflible for you to deprive the 
non-catholics of their worthip, be- 
caufe it is impollible for you to FF 


Gentlemen, 1 flatter myfeli,Lhave ttyainw their freedom o! opinion. 
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Peace concluded between the 
ay br Stveden and the E.mprefs 


of ail the Rufias, Auguft \1- 


In the Name of the Holy and 
Undivided Trinity! 

HIS majefty the king of Sweden, 
and her majefty the emprefs of ail 
the Ruflias, equally defirous of put- 
inc an end to the war which had 
unhappily broke out between thein, 
and to re-eftablifh the friendfhip, 
harmony, and good a. ony one 
which have long fubfilted between 
their refpective esta and countries, 
have reciprocally communicated to 
each other their pacific intentions, 
and with a view to realize them, 
thev have appointed and authorifed, 
viz. bis majefty the king of Sweden, 
the fieur Guftavus d’Armfelt, baron 
of Vorentatha, &c. &c. and her ma- 
jefty the emprefs of all the Ruffias, 
the fieur Otho Henry d’Igelftrom, 
lieutenant-general of her armies, &c. 
&c. who, after having communicated 
to each other their full powers, and 
found them duly authorifed, and in 
proper form, and having mutually 
exchanged them, have agreed on 
the following articles: 

Art. I. There fhall be hencefor- 
ward between his majefty the king 
of Sweden, and his eftates, countries, 
and nations on one part, and her 
majefty the emprefs of all the Ruffias, 
and her eftates, countries, and na- 
tions, on the other, perpetual peace, 
good neighbourhood, and perfect 
tranquillity, both by fea and land ; 
and cénfequently, the moft {peed 
orders for the ceflation of hoftilities 
fall be given by each party. What- 
ever is paft fhall be forgotten; at- 
tention will only be paid to the re- 
eftablifiment of that harmony and 
mutual good will, which has been 
interrupted by the prefent war. 

Art. II. The limits and frontiers 
fall, on each fide coutinue as they 


were belore the sh or the be- 
ginning of the prefent war, 

Art. Lil. Therefore all the coun- 
tries, provinces, or places whatever, 
which have been taken or occupied 
by the troops of either af the con+ 
tracting parties, fhall be evacuated 
as tpabd ily as poflible, or 14 days after 
the exchange of the ratification of 
the prefent treaty. 

Art. 1V. All prifoners of war, of 
others, who, not bearing arms, have 
been taken by either of the bellige- 
rent partics during the courfe of hof- 
tilities, fhall be fet at liberty by each 
acd without ranfom; and they fhall 

¢ permitted to return home without 
any indemnification beimg required 
by either party for their mainte- 
nance, but they thal] be obliged to 
pay the debts which they have con- 
tracted with individuals of each re- 
{pective ftate. 

Art. V. And, in order to prevent 
the giving the leaft occafion for a mif- 
undeftandiny at fea between the con» 
tractiny parties, it is ftipulated and 
agreed, that whenever one or more 
Swedifh men of war, whether {mall 
or great, fhall pafs by the forts of 
her Imperial majefty, they fhall be 
obliged to give a falute in the Swe- 
difh manner; which fhall be imme- 
diately anfwered by a falute in the 
Ruffian mode. The fame fhall be 
obferved by Ruflian men of war, 
whether one or more; they fhall be 
obliged to falute before the forts of 
his Swedifh majefty, and they fhall 
be anfwered by a Swedifh falute. 

In the mean time, the high con- 
tracling eer fhall order, as {peed - 
ily as poflible, a particular conven 
tion to be made, in which the mode 
of faluting between Swedith and 
Ruffian fhips fhall be eftablifhed, 
whether at fea, in port, or wherever 
they may chance to meet. 

Till then, in order to prevent 


miftakes in the above cafe, thips of 
war 
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war belonging to either party fhall 
not falute other. 

Art. VI. Her ial majefty of 
all the Ruffias has alfo a that 
his Swedith majefty fhall be at li- 
berty to buy every year, com to 
the amount of 50,000 roubles, in 
the of the Gulph of Finland 
and of the Baltic fea, provided it 
be proved, that it is for the ufe of 
his Swedith majefty, or for the ufe 
of fome of his fubjeéts duly autho- 
rifed by his majefty, without dues 
or charges, and to export it freely 
into Sweden. In this, however, 
barren years fhall not be included, 
nor fuch years in which, for fome 
important reafons, her Imperial ma- 
jefty may be induced to orbid the 
exportation of grain to any nation 
whatever. 

Art. VII. As the eagernefs of 
the high contracting parties for the 
fpeedy termination of thofe evils 
with which their refpeétive fubjeéts 
have been afflicted in confequence 
of war does not allow them time 
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fur the regulation of m 

and objects tending to eftablith Ste 
a good neighbourhood and perfed 
tranquillity of the ftontiers, they 
agree, and enue spa Promifé to pay 
attention to thofe points and ob; 
and to difcufs aad regulate 5 tim 
amicably by means of ambaffadors, 
or plenipotentiary minifters, whom 
they thall appoint immediately aftgp 
the conclufion of the prefent treaty 
of peace. 

Art. VIII. The ratifications of 
the prefent treaty of peace hall be 
exchanged within the fpace of fix 
days, or fooner if poflible, 

: emigre mea whereof, we have 
igned the prefent treaty of 
al fealed ? with our nn oat 


Done in the plain of Vercle, near 
the river Raine between the 
advanced pofts of each camp, 

the rith of Augut, 1790, 


Gustavus Mavre, Baron 
D’ARMFELT. 
Orno, Baron D’Icetstrom, 


g U P. 
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SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for 


the Year 1790. 
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a. 
T,040,009 © © 


703,276 37 a8 


499,360 © © 


290,000 9° ®© 





2,433,636 17 428 
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NAVY. 
Fes. 1. 
OR 20,000 men, including 3860 marines 
Marcu 2. 

Ordinary, including half pay ——-- 
Extraordinaries —_— 
APRIL 27. 

Navy debt — atiiniin 
ARM Y. 

Fes. 9. 

For 17,448 men, as guards and garrifons ——— 


Forces in the plantations ————_ 
Difference between the Britifh and Irifh eftablifhments 
Forces in the Eaft Indies —— oo 
Recruiting land forces and contingencies — 
Full pay to fupernumerary officers — 
General and general ftaff officers 
Allowances to the paymafter-general, &c. &c. 
Reduced officers of land forces and marines 
Reduced horfe guards — 
Reduced officers of Britifh American forces 
Allowances to feveral reduced officers of ditto 
Officers late in the fervice of the States General 
Corps of foot for New South Wales — 





Marcu 29. 
Extraordinaries for 1785, not provided for 





Chelfea penfioners — 
Penfions to widows —— — 
Scotch roads and bridges -—- — 
Heffian fubfidy -—— —— 


578,562 
317549 
8,245 
319435 


64,500 7 


10,808 
6,409 
63,278 
162,797 
202 

§ 5,092 
4997 
34392 
39408 


356,458 
180,938 
9991 
49859 
36,093 


> ww a$° Se OO = O2 = Oo 
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1,878,934 
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ORDNANCE. 
FED. 


sant febvice previous to Dec. $1, 1783, ot provided for 1:75 





Ditto for 1788, not provided for 
Ditto for 179° -_— 
Sea fervice iu 1788, not provided for — 





ARMAMENT. 
May 11. 
Vote of tredit 





MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES, 


Fes. 2. 
For paying off exchequer bills dacimapiya 
Marcu 20. 
America and Eaft Florida tufferers pa ee 
| : Arrit 15. 
Conviéts at Plymouth — acbia 
on the Thames ousinchas OTH 





Secretary of commiflioners for regulating the thipping 
of flay es se 
Ditto of Faft Florida claims need Paces! 
Ditto of American loyaltfts pre a Dei 
Profecution of Warren Haftings, ef. 
Expences of executing an act for enquiring into the 
emoluments ot the officers of the cuftoms 
Thomas Cotton, efq. to pay bills of exchange, &c. 





_—_———_ 








Commiffioners for the Amesican fufterers ore 
Extra expences of the mint in 1798 oxen 
Provifions, &c. for New South Wales Milita. 


Mr. Hughs, for printing the repoits concerning the 

African trade Pe tes 
Civil eftablifument of Nova Scotia ec Se 
Ditto of New Brunfwick —— To 
Ditto of St. John’s liland —---+ ~~ 
Ditto of Cape Breton ——— uma 
Ditto of Newfoundland — ne 
Ditto of the Bahaina Iitands gui 


Carried fofward — 
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13,009 0 6 
418,207 17 
239795 16 7 
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£. Se d. 
Brought forward — 518921790 7 4; 
Chief juftice of the Bermuda Ilands oman nei o 
Ditto of Dominica ponte aD o 90 
Civil eftablifhment in New South Wales — 4558 7 8 
African forts oats — 13,000 © O 
APRIL 20. 
American fufterers —_—— —— 35,785 15 6 
| AParit 22. 
Addrefs money _—_—_ -_— 48,424 is 3 
§995:739 '§ 9% 
DEFICIENCIES, 
APRIL 15. 
Deficiency of grants for,1789 —_——— 231,517 12 22 
| ae. te he 
Navy _— 2,433,636 17 I 
Army -—- 1,878,934 @ 1% 
Ordnance 4579447 18. 9 





Arinament 1,000,000 90 Oo 
Mifcellaneous fervices 5,995,739 15 9 
Deficiencies —— 2319517 12 2 


119997)278 4 9% 








Ways and Means for xaifing the Supplies for 1790+ 
FEB. 4. 











- ~- 








Land-tax and malt duty 2,750,000 0 0 
Marcu 2¢. 
Exchequer bills _— $500,000 © © 
ArPRitL ts. ) 
Surplus of confolidated fund on April 5 -_—_— Gzmist « 3f 
APRIL 20. 
Surplus of confolidated fund  — 2,300,000 0 oO 
Profit on 50,000 lottery tickets, at {.15 16 4} 290937 10 © 
APRIL 27. 
Foreign fecret fervice money repaid -— 34,000 9 © 
¥ 13: 
Exchequer bills os —- 4y900,000 0 © 
7 | quacsasss 
yoy 12,496,088 11 3} 
-” 119975276 4 9} 
Excefs of Waysand Means =f» 498,812 6 6} 
(K) Public 
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ublic AAs paffed in the feventh Sef- 
* ‘hin of yb teenth Parkament 
- of Gregt Britain. , 


Feb. 25. 


Malt duty act. 

Land tax aét. 

‘An ad for indemnifying all 
perfons who have been con- 
cerned in advifing or carrying into 
execution certain orders of council 
refpeSting the a of corn 
and grain, and alfo certain orders 
iffued by the {aati oad general of 
his majefty’s colonies in America. 

» Marine mutiny bill, 3 

Mutioy bill. 


April Te 

Act for the better uppert of the 
dignity of fpeaker of the houfe of 
commons, and for difabling the 
{peaker forthe time being from hold- 
ing any office or place of profit, dur- 
jing pleafure, under the crown. 
The militia pay and cloathing act. 

The America intercourfe act. 

An act to indemnify fuch perfons 
as have omitted to qualify them- 
{elves for offices and employments. 

An.aétfor continuing fo much of 
an act as relates to the rendering the 
payment of creditors ‘moresequal 
and expeditious in North Britain. 

' Amact tor taking off the-duties on 
unwrought tin exported beyond the 


~ 


Cape of Good Hape. 
April 28. 


T wo atts for raifing money by ex- 
chequer bills. 

A& to appoint commiflioners’ of 
the land tax. 
'* A& to continue feveral laws re- 
lativeto the manufacture of leather, 
&e, : 
_ Acttocontinue theencouragement 
and reward of pétfons difcovering 
the longitude, &c. Sele 
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A& for allowing time tor the en. 
roliment of deeds and wills made by 


pai. 
| Fune 9, 


A& to raife the fum of one million, 


A&t for relief of the American 
loyalifts and Eaf Florida fufferers, 
A& to’ fettle an annuity on the 
heirs and defcendants of William 
Penn, efq. the original proprietor of 
the province of Pennfylvania, 
Act to fettle an annuity on the 
rev. Francis Willis, M. D. © 
__A&ct for amending an aét 27 Geo, 
III: for ‘allowing the importation 
and exportation of certain: goods in 
the ports of Jamaica, Grenada, Doe 
wt New Providence, &c, 
to exempt goods im 
from the fettlernest of Y em 
from the duties impofed on the fales 
of them by auction, &c. |” 
A& for permitting the i 
tion of Cafhew gum, &c. ° 
' Aé& for encouraging new fettlers 
in his majefty’s American Colonies. 
- At for regulating the flave trade. 
A& to enable the governors of 
certain places beyond the feas tore. 
mit the fentence of tranfported fe- 


. lons. 


Act to change. the punifhment of 
burning of- women. | 
, A& to empower juftices, &c. to 
vifit parith workhoufes. : 

Two atts refpecting the duties on 
low wines and fpirits in North Bn- 
tain. ; 

A& to coutinue the farming of 
the poft-horfe. duties. 

A& to alter ana& 12 Geo. II. to 
prevent frauds in gold and filvet 
wares, and to alter an act 24 Geo. 
III. granting a duty on gold and fil- 
ver plate, 


Furl, 106 


- Lottery aé. 
A& to raife a fum of money. out 
of the confolidated fund. Ag 
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Aa for granting new duties on 

ine licences. 
A@ for laying a duty on the im- 
tion of rape feed, &c. and for 
the importation of rape cakes duty 


A& for converting certain an- 
nuities by tontine, eftablithed by 
m act oe laft feffion, into certain 
anauities for an abfolute term of 


Aa for granting new duties on to- 


&e. 
AA togontilige for a limited time, 


‘ 
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‘of feizures out of his maj 
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the indemnity aét pafied Feb. 2c, of 
the prefent fiion : 

A& to continue the aé 26 G. III. 
for appointing commiffioners to en- 
quire into the {tate of the crown lands. 

Ad&to explain an a¢t 20 Geo. III, 
concerning county eleétions. 

A& to amend the aé limiting the 
number of outfide paffengers of ftage 
coaches, &c, 

A& to authorize the commiffion- 
ers of the cuftoms to defray charges 
*s fhare 
of feizures in general. 
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ANECDOTES anv CHARACTERS. 


Th CHARACTER of THOMAS A BECKET, Arcuaisnop 
of CANTERBURY. 


[From Mr. BerinGron’s History of the Reron of Henry the 
SECOND. ] 


“ ITHOUT incurring the 

imputation of a vain fin- 
guiarity, may I fay, that the charac- 
ter of this man has never been fairly 
appreciated? When the catholic 
draws the portrait; all his virtues 
are emblazoned, and his blemifhes 
are loft in the glare of light. They 
view him as a faint; and unfortu- 
nately fo impofing has that, charac- 
ter been rendered, that the effential 
ftains of mortality are not allowed to 
reft upon it. Since the recent date 
of the reformation, it fhould feem, 
that the moral order of things has 
been inverted. Some virtues loft 
their name; and what had been re- 
ligious, exemplary, and perfeét above 
the reach of unaffiited nature, ceafed 
to be fo. The proteftant then feized 
the pencil, and viewing Becket, drew 
2 portrait, on which were feen no 
lines of former beauty. On both 
fides, is much partial judgment. The 
ancient hiftorians, I know, who lie 
before me, wrote with too warm an 
impreffion. The glare of miracles, 
they thought, was flafhing round 
them ; and the praifes of Rome and 
of Europe echoed in their ears. It 
San apotheofis which they celebrate. 
But becaufe this is too much; can 
we fit down with too fe, and fay 
that we are juft? 


“ With fome enthufiafm on my 
mind, I confefs,:I have defcribed 
the conduét of Becket. Every where 
I faw him great as other men, and 
on fome occafions, I faw him greater. 
Real excellence there may be; but 
it is, by comparing only, that we 
judge. By his fide, the contemporary 
mf of the day, the greateft the era 
could produce, in church or ftate, 
lofe all their fplendor. Alexander is 
an irrefolute and timid politician: 
the prelates of England, bafely de- 
ferting a caufe, which their own con- 
fciences held facred, are courtly fy- 
cophants, and excite contempt: the 
facred college of cardinals, bribed by 
gold, forget their dignity, and bar- 
tering away the privileges of the Ro- 
man fee, publicly poft up their ve- 
nality, and become the fhame of 
chriftendom: Henry, the lord of 
many people, whom Europe then 
admired, and whom pofterity has 
called the greateft of Englifly king 
through the quarrel which himfelf 
provoked, is wayward, vindictive, 
timorous, and deceptious, never 
fhewing one exertion which became 
a king, and ever indulging a train of 
affections, which would have dif- 

aced his loweft vaffal: Becket, from 
as beginning, is firm, dauntlefs, 
compofed, and manly; like a deep 

Az and 
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d maieftic river, he proceeds even 
in his ef hardly ruffed by rocks 
of tion, and true to the level 
he had taken. 

« Ffisendowments from nature were 
and he had given to them 

uch cultivation, as the ftate of the 
times permitted. It would have been 
well, perhaps, had he never feen Bo- 
logna, and imbibed from its matters 
thofe maxis of church domination, 
which, though the age held them fa- 
cred, were to him the occafion of 
an unfortunate. controverfy, and 
to others brought much affliction 
Early in life, he was engaged jn bu- 
finefs, which made him an able ne- 
gociator; and the favour of his 
ince, which foon followed, raifed 
Fim to uncommon greatnefs. But 
the unbounded a he enjoy- 
ed, was all ufed to enoble the fource 
from which it flowed, He did not 
enrich himfelf, his family, or his re- 
tainers. All was Henry's. Hisin- 
fluence he employed to gain him 
friends, and to fpread his intereft ; 
and when he difplayed a munificence, 
more than royal, it was his mafter’s 
fame he looked to. The love of plea- 
fure, which, in a diffipated court, 
can make the ftouteft virtue tremble, 
paffed over his fenfes, as a gentle 
gale. There was a fternnefs in his 
character, which would not bend to 
affections that enervate; and it is 
remarkable, that, even when his 
enemies were moft numerous and 
malevolent, they never charged him 
with a fingle vice. His ruling paf- 
fions were the paflions of a great 
mind, fuch as, when circumftances 
favour, lead men to the achieve- 
ments of patriots and of heroes ; and 
had providence given Becket to his 
country, but a few years later, we 
fhould have feen him, oppofing with 
main fortitude the wild pretenfions 
of Rome, and at the head of the ba- 





The CHARACTER of THOMAS A BECKET, 


rons, wrefting Magna Charig 
— fon of Henry. On fome 
. sons, ] think, he was too acrid 
in his ex and too unyi 
ing in hw conduct; but when we 


weigh his provocations and the in. 


ceflant ftrefs of low oppofiti 
der we cannot, and Ca > 


forgive. His private virtues 
amiable: They endeared Hone 
Henry, who loved him with a bro. 
ther’s love; nor were they 
it feemed, by adverfe fortune. 
made him many friends; and John 
of Salifbury, his Secretary and com. 
panion, then defcribes him 
when he checks his impetuofity, and 
chides his too cauitic humour, and 
does not give offence. 
« With regard to the con 

itfelf, he only is competent to j 
who can tranfport himfelf back to 
the times I have defcribed. The 

rivileges of the church, deemed 
sae and by a felfifl policy, too 
0 "4 all times, cusheaaal with 
thofe of religion, were irtimediately 
connected wath it. To require that 
Becket, on this head, fhould not have 
had the notions, which chriftian Eu 
rope then had, is abfurd ; and tore. 
quire that, from any worldly motive, 
he fhould have relinquifhed them, 
is to think bafely of human nature, 
I read in all his letters the ftrongeft 
conviction of the magnitude and 
holy import of his caufe. By the 
force of what cafuiftry, then, could 
he have acted than as he did? The 
favour of his prince, the allurements 
of patronage, the vaft power of Can, 
terbury with its wealth, and the en- 
dearing ties of his country, he fac 
ficed, In the gratification of a ruling 
paffion, I know, all that 1s not con 
nected with it, weighs as does a fea, 
ther; but in the fituation he left, 
was there not a wider feope for - 
tion, than iggexite, in the ——_ 














: in th d 
diy fn. depends 


of another ? 
we Raligion, I think, Cote life, 
to his conduét. I fpeak 
gave energy 
of religion as he viewed it, not al- 
ways, per clear of every mif- 
conception in theory, of in practice, 
always ininfluenced by human fail- 
ings. To read its divine maxims, 
with an unerring precifion, and to 
be guided in all things, by them 
alone, has been of fome minds, I 
believe, the noble ardour: but the 
beft withes of the heart are clogged 
by the connate weakneffes of our 
being. There was a time, when the 
virtues which beft become a church- 
man, ftood not foremoft, it is true, 
in the life of Becket. That time I 
marked. But Theobald, his patron 
and his guide, had then given him 
to Henry, and told him to be his 
ion in the cabinet, in the 
court, inthe camp, and in the {ports 
of the field. The old man’s views 
were upright. Appointed to a 
higher charge, with which thofe oc- 
cupations could not accord, éven as 
a misjudging age beheld it, with a 
becoming fortitude, he broke from 
every engagement, and became the 
fhepherd of his flock. Courtiers, he 
knew, and men of earthly minds, 
would charge him with ingratitude, 
and with motives even of ambition. 
He {purned the malevolent imputa- 
tion, and as the duties of his ftation 
directed, fteadily purfired his choice. 
What benefits England might have 
drawn from his exertions, in the 
Promotion of virtue and the fuppret- 
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on of vice, the troubles which foon 
llowed, did not permit her to exa 
_— To good men the pro- 
en had been flattering. Through 

e trying years of profecution, re- 
ligion, doubtlefs, often aided his re- 
folution ; and when he excéeded, lef’ 
it be remembered, that thé convic- 
tion of his mind, and the patronage 
of many, had then given an enthu- 
fiafm to his caufe. He praétifed ab- 
ftemioufnefs and other penitential 
rigours, Thefe, I know, are an 
equivocal fign of virtue; but when 
they are done in fecret, or are known 
only to a few, he, truly, muft be an 
unequitable man, who will afcribe 
them to other motives, than thofe of 
piety and felf-abafement. 

“ Give me the greateft hetoes, 
— ancient times did deify, or 

uch, as a more temperate pofteri 
has regiftered on the lifts oe fame, 
and I will fay, that Becket, when he 
clofed his life, was full as great as 
they. All his native energy then 
collected at the heart; and feeing 
the heavens, as he thought, opened ta 
him, he fell, as bleffed martyrs had 
done. 

“ In a word, he had blemifhes, 
and he had many virtues: his caufe, 
which to us wears few marks of 
chriftian truth, to him was facred, 
and he defended it fincerely : but if 
many catholics have praifed him im- 
moderately ; why fhould proteftants 
be unjuft¢ ‘True it is, 

Men’s evil manners live in brafe, thet 


virtues 
We write in water.” 
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PTION of the PERSON, and PRIVATE CHAR 
DRSCRY HENRY iL ACTER 


[From the fame Work.]} 


“ E was about the common 
fize, much inclined to cor- 


pulen , and of a form mafculine. 
and x6 | 


uft; broad in the cheft, and 
limb. His com- 


his hair reddifh, 


nervous in ev 
ion was flori 


ilvered, in apts by the hand of. 
P 


time, his head {pherical and capa- 
cious, his eyes orbicular and of a 
grey colour, when the mind was 
calm, themfelves mild and _inno- 
cent, but in anger, tinged with red, 
flaming and furious as the lightning’s 
flath: his face broad, leonine, 
quadrangular, and his nofe long and 
wellproportioned. He neglected his 
hands, never wearing gloves, but in 
hawking; his cloaths were fhort, 
(on which account he has fometimes 
been called court-mantle) calculated 
for expedition, his boots plain, and 
his bonnet unadorned. His feet and 
legs, it was obferved, were generally 
in a bruifed and livid ftate, from the 
repeated blows of his horfes; yet he 
never fat down, unlefs when un- 
avoidable. His chief amufements 
were thofe of the field, which he 
rfued with an immoderate ardour. 
He was on horfeback, before the fun 
was up; often fatigued the moft ro- 
buft {portfmen in the chace; and re- 
turning, fometimes late, fat down to 
a frugal meal, which was foon dif- 
atched, and was then again on his 
feet, till an early hour called him to 
his couch. Thus by exercife and 
abftemioufnefs he oppofed a diff 
fition to corpulency, which indul 
gence would foon have rendered 
troublefome and unweildy. His 
hawks were brought from Norway, 
and many from Wales; and he was 
particularly curious in his hounds, 


that they fhould be fleet, well tong, 
and a omer ee 
“ His underftanding was 
the general powers of his mind for 
above the .ordinary level, and his 
memory moft tenacious. He was 
fond of reading, well informed jp 
hiftory, and poffefled a natural elo., 
quence, which when his temper was, 
unruffled, flowed with grace and per. 
fpicuity. He was affable and well. 
bred, facetious and communicative, 
When the amufements of the day, 
or the ferious occupations of war and 
bufinefs were over, he fought. the 
company of the learned, and de 
lighted much in a circle of chureh. 
men, to propofe fubjects for difcuf. 
fion, aud himfelf to attempt their {o- 
lution. 

_% His vices were the vices of the 
man, and his virtues belonged to the 
prince. If the firft were manifold, 
fo were the fecond. He wifhed to 
make his peopie happy; and the 
burthens he laid on them were com- 
paratively light. Even. in. the foreft 
laws, his lenity appeared, becaufe he 
mitigated their feverity, in the eye 
of his ruling pero, But he was 
little loved, and he died unregretted. 
The.reafon was :—His foreign en- 
gagements detained him much on 
the continent, during which, in the 
adminiftration of his jufticiaries, the 
laws were neglected ; or many evils, 
from the ftate of things, neceflarily 
difturbed the public henna The 
very circumftance of his abience, to 
a nation jealous of their honour, and 
confcious of their fuperior weight 
in the fcale of empire, was a fubjett 
of complaint; and when their une 
returned to them, it was often wi 


a fevere 
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The CHARACTER of INNOCENT II. —[} 


to correct abufes, and 
RE be aetion of the laws, 
The Englifh, therefore, did not love 
tg, Ie admired him as a war- 
rior, who extended his dominions, 
and they feemed to fhare in his tri- | 
umphs. ‘Nor was he well with: his 
French fubjeéts, the Normans only 
. The monarch of France 
wastothem a more natural fovereign: 
he was always at hand to protect 
them; and befides, it was ever his 
aim, as the moft obvious policy di- 
refttd, to foment a fpirit of oppo. 
fition, to hold out favour to the re- 
fratory, and to fhew himfelf to 
them, with the benign afpect of their 
fazerain lord. 

“ Henry is generally acknow- 
ledged to have been the greateft of 
our Englifh kings. 1 will not fay, 
that it was otherwife: but when, in 
cool reflection, we take a view of 
England, as he left it, and of each 
particular province which conftituted 
the wide empire of his command, 
we are compelled to own, that he 


had done little to improve their laws, 
to correct their mannets, to extend 
their commerce, to diffufe the light 


_Of fcience, to f{pread the bleffings of 


ace, in a’word, to make them a 
er or a happier people. Added 
to the nomitial empire he had, Scot- 
land had done homage to him, and 
Ireland, it may be faid, had fub- 
mitted to his controul, But never 
was a conqueft more imperfeétly 
fettled. His reign, in a word, was 
more brilliant, than attended by a 
real benefits; more fortunate, than 
profperous in ufeful and permanent 
fuccefs; and had providence added 
a few more years to its duration, we 
fhould have feen it. terminate, moft 
probably, in the melancholy reverfe 
of all its acquired glory. He died 
unlamented ; but the experience of 
the next reign, fays the moft philo- 
fophical of the monkifh writers, 
taught them, in forrow.of mind, to 
look back to Henry, as to a great and 
good prince.” 





The CHARACTER of INNOCENT IIL. 
[From the fame Work.] 


* YNNOCENT had virtues. He 

was learned, magnificent, per- 
feverant, wife, In the knowledge of 
laws and politics he had no equal : 
he poffeffed the art of government ; 
and he was obeyed more from fear 
than love. Ambition was his ruling 
paflion, to gratify which, he ‘over- 
ft the a of decency and 


. Juffice, playing as wantonly with the 


folemn cenfures of the church, ‘as 


if they had been inftituted, for the 


common purpofes of wayward ca- 
aed or refentful vengeance. To 
ook mto him for the amiable virtues 
of life, or for thofe which fhould 
form the paftoral character, would be 
lofs_ of time. The prerogative of 


the holy fee, built up by adulation 


and misjudging zeal, filled his mind: 
its aggrandifement he fought, fome- 
times, perhaps, from motives which 
the cool reafoner may excufe: and 
the meteor of univerfal empire 
gleaming on his fenfes, did not per- 
mit the operations of a difpaflionate 
and unbiafled judgment. No tears 
were fhed when Innocent fell, but 
thofe which religion wept, too juftly 
pained by the inordinate exertions 
and worldly views of her firft mi- 
nifter. The maxims of the age, 
however, muft not be forgotten. 
They will throw fome veil over the 
failings of Innocent; will extenuate 
the intemperance of his meafures ; 
and blunt the edge of cenfure, He 


was fucceeded by Honorius II.” 
44 ACCOUNT 












































ACCOUNT ‘of FRANCIS ef ASSISIUM, Founps 
CISCAN ORDER. 
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of the FRAN. 


[From the fame Work.} 


« FRANCIS nained of Affifipm, 
from the place of his birth, 
2 town in the ecclefiaftical ftates, 
about the year 1206 founded an or- 
der, the character and leading max- 
ims of which, even in an age of pro- 
digies, could excite amazement. He 
was the fon of a merchant, and bred 
to his father’s trade. But particu- 
larly conftituted, and liftening to 
dreams and vifions, his mind ed 
to-other im : he defpifed t the 
oo life, folaced the indi- 
t Cc 
ray of ridicule to his fellow-citi- 
gens, and finally furrendered into his. 
father’s hands every profpect of fu- 
“ture fupport, ftripping off his. gar- 
ments before him, that ke might be 
the better able to repeat, he faid, 
Our father who art in heaven! He 
retired, indulging the warm fug- 
ons ef his mind, by the prac- 
tifes of felf-abafement, in aiding the 
fick, begging alms for their relief, 
and carrying ftones on his back for 
the repair of fome fallen churches, 
As one day he liftened to the gof- 
pels, he heard the words read: 
« Provide neither gold, nor filver, 
«“ nor brafs in your purfes; nor 
« {crip for your journey, neither two 
“ coats, neither thoes, nor yet ftaves, 
® for the workman is worthy of his 
“ meat.”—* Fhat,” he exclaimed, 
* isthe life I wif for :” and he thtew 
afide has fhoes, his wallet, his ftaff, 
and the little money he had, keeping 
one coat, with a capuce, 
as the fhephesds is Italy then 
wore, girded round with a knotted 
cord. is became the drefs of his 
followers. 
* That he fhould find followers, 


may appear extraordinary. He had 


ities, made himfelf 


no learning : but in his words there 
was a great fimplicity; a gentlenefs 
ta his manners which attracted ; in 
his conduét a forgivenefs of injuries, 
a patience of infults, a con 

ad- 


riches, anda parity Which rai 
miration, and drew attention round 
him. He and foon had 
difciples. ith thefe, who were 
eleven im number, having firft drawn 
up a rule founded on the letter of 
the gofpel maxims, he went to Rome, 
and prefented himfelf before the 
pontif® It was the high-minded In. 
nocent. He heard the lowly Francis 
annouace the natuse of his inftitute, 
which a zeal for the reformation of a 
vicious ci anini 
and, after fate obtettoas ee 
the practicability of the {cheme, apa 
proved it. 

“ The rule im its firft form, and 
as afterwasds more detailed, befides 
the three ufual vows of obedience, 
chaftity, and poverty, contained in- 
junctions which were peculiar to it. 
The brothers fl:all confider them- 
felves as pilgrims and ftrangers in the, 


world; fh flefs no in 
lands or an Pedowwee ot tale 
houfes ; fhall fuppost themfelves by 


the free contributions of the faith 
ful; but, om no occafion, hall re- 
ceive money. There is a wonderful 
fpirit of humility, of fubmifhon to 
a ruling providence, of good will to 
mankind, which this ex- 
traordinary code of laws, tinétured 
by no views of party, no felf-interelt, 
no human policy. A. dociety of 
chriftian philofophers was feen 
rife, who by an eafy effort,.it feemed, 
could ife the fublime leffons, 
which the fages of Greece had doaft- 
ingly delivered to theis followers. 


ES ee ae a oe 


Account of the Right Hon. 


What an ancient poc faid of Zeno, 

the father of the Stoic {chool, efurire 

dactt, et invenit diftipulos, with more 
iety might be applied to the 
citizen 0 accosar a : , 

“ he nto found convents, 
Fg comely fanctity grew ; and 
as his difciples re he fent 
them, with excellent admonitions, in- 
to the provinces of Italy, and to dif- 
tant nations, to preach, to inftrudt, 
and to edify.—In 1219 was held a 

chapter of the order near 

um, when more than five thou- 
fand brothers appeared in the field. 
For feveral days there mo harem 
fitting and fleeping on are earth, 
while provifions flowed in from the 
ighbouring towns, and the nobles 
dae land, and the clergy, with their 
own hands adminiftered 





to them. —_ 


‘ In this year a colony of them came 





ROBERT DUNDAS.’ [9] 


into England, where being 
received, 
firft in Canterbury, and then in Lon- 
don, under the name of Grey Friars. 


kindly 
they eftablifhed themfelves 


Francis died feven years after this, 
having witneffed the wonderful fpread 
of his inftitute, and gained the repu- 
tation of a faint by the difplay of ex- 
traordinary virtues. In an age of 
lefs intemperance in religion, miracles 
and the fancied intervention of 
rl oe from heaven would not 
ave been deemed neceflary, to ftamp 
worth and admiration om character, 
which, in itfelf, poflefled the pureft 
excellences that fall to the lot of man. 
But this circumftance, and more than 
this, the reception which an inftitute 
fo peculiarly framed met with, ferve 
to manifeft the fingular tafte of the 


age.’ 





ACCOUNT of the Right Honourable ROBERT DUNDAS of 
Arniston, late LORD PRESIDENT of the COURT of SESSION. 


{From the Second Volume of the Transactions of the Rovan 
Socisty of Epinsurcu.] 


e OBERT DUNDAS of Ar- 
nifton, late lord prefident of 
the court of feffion, was born on the 
18th of July, 1713. He received 
the earlier of his education un- 
der ad ic tutor, and afterwards 
purfued the ufual courfe of academi- 
nox in Sag univerfity of Edin- 
. Intheend of the 17335 
he went to Utrecht, whied tha tes. 
tures on the Roman law were at that 
time in confiderable reputation. He 
remained abroad for four years ; and, 
during the recefs of ftudy at the 
univerfity, he {pent a confiderable 
time at Paris, and in vifiting feveral 
of the principal towns of France and 
the low countries. _, 
4“ Returning to Scotland in 1737, 
he was called to the bar in the be- 
3) 


inning of the following year ; and, 
in his earlieft public appearances, 
gave ample proof of his inheriting, 
in their utmoft extent, the abilities 
and genius of his family. His elo- 
quence was copious and animated ; 
in argument he difplayed a wonder- 
ful fertility of invention, tempered 
by a difcriminating judgment, which 
gave, e\ 2.1 to his unpremeditated ha- 
rangues, a methodical arrangement ; 
in confultation, he poffefléd a quicke 
nefs of apprehenfion beyond all ex- 
ample ; and his memory, which was 
mott fingularly tenacious, enabled 
him to treafure up, and to produce 
inftantaneoufly, every cafe or prece- 
dent which was applicable to the mat- 

ter before him. 
“ Thusliberally endowed by nature 
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with to eminence in 
his profeffion, he had the honour of 


being folicitor-gerieral for 
be Se Sanenbe 74m the 
early age of twenty-nine. is im- 
portant office he held only for four 
years. He had obtained it through 
the favour of the Carteret admini- 
ftration, which was then in power ; 
but, on the change of miniftry, which 
took place in 1746, when the Pel- 
ham party regained its influence in 
the cabinet, he, together with the 
other friends of the former miniftry, 
refigned their offices. 

« But ‘the high confideration in 
which hethen ftood with his brethren 
at the bar, was not diminifhed by the 
lofs of an office dependent on mini- 
fterial favour. In the {ame year, 
1746, he was elected dean of the fa- 
culty of advocates, and continued to 

refide over that refpectable body till 
fis elevation to the beach in 1760. 

“ Inthe beginning of theyear 1754, 
Mr. Dundas was elected member of 

rliament for the county of Edin- 
bee and, in the following fum- 
mer, he was appointed his majefty’s 
advocate for Scotland. 

“In parliament, the fhare which 
Mr. Dundas took in public bufinefs, 
and his appearances on many in- 
terefting fubjects of difcuffion, which 
occurred in that important. period 
during which he fat in the houfe of 
commons, were fuch as fully to juftify 
the character he had already attained 
for talents and ability. Such was 
the complexion of the times, and fo 
high the tide of party, that it was per- 
haps impoffible for human wifdom to 
have pointed out a line of political 
conduct which could entirely exem 
from cenfure. The lord advocate 
fhared with the reft of his party inthe 
cenfure of thofe who followed an o 
pofite plan of politics ; but of him it 
may certainly with truth be affirmed, 
that in no inftanee was he ever known 

® 





to fwerve from his Principles, of to 


act a part in which he had not the: 


countenance of many of the firmeft 
friends to the intereft of their conn. 


« The oppofition which the lord 
advocate gave to the eftablithment of 
a militia tn Scotland, afforded a topic 
of blame to a great party in this coun. 
try, who warmly fupported that mea. 
fure. But when the quettion is dif. 
evened viewed, it will appeat to 

one of thofe doubtful points, og 
which the wifeft men ra the 
patriots may entertain oppofite opi. 
nions. 

« The apprehenfion of an invafion 
from France, which, from the com. 
mencement of the war in 1756, had 
been repeatedly threatened upon the 
fouthérn coa{ts of the ifland, occa. 
fioned the paffing of various aéts of 
the legiflature, for the eftablifhment 
and regulation of the militia forces 
through the feveral counties of Eng. 
land. In the beginning of the year 
1760, the fame apprehenfion had ex. 
tended to Scotland. The {mall arma. 
ment under Thurot committing atts 
of depredation on the weftern coafts 
with perfect impunity, began to ex- 
cite a very alarming fenfe of the de- 
fencelefs fituation of the country. 
Meetings were held in many of the 
counties, and refolutions pafled for 
applying to parliament to procure 
the eftablifiiment of a militia in Scot- 
land, upon a fimilar plan with that 
which now {fubfifted in England. 
The political emergency a 
the fame through the whole kingdom. 
The Scots were alike fenfible to the 
danger of their lives and ‘ae 
as their neighbours of the fouth. 
They juftly confidered themfelves as 
ftanding, by the treaty of union, on 
an equal footing with the Englith, 
with regard to all the privileges of 
Britith fubjeéts; and while the m- 
habitants of one part of the a 

w 














ifhed with arms for their 
eee, it feemed but juftice to 
the other the fame means of, 


ity and protection. — 

ONT fe arguments, which are of 
a'veneral nature, or at beft applicable 
to atemporary emergency,,and 
to.ana enfiou rather of eventual 
than of immediate danger, were an-. 
{wered by reafons drawn from the ftate 
of the country, from the character of 
the e, and from a view of thofe 
nees which muft have been 

the refult of the propofed eftablith- 
ment. Scotland, it was argued, is far 
behind her fifter-kingdom in thececo- 
nomical arts of induftry. The geniusof 
the people, particularly in the north- 
era parts, is averfe to labour and 
toallthe arts of peace. But the Scots 
are warlike from conftitution, and 
the military character of the nation 
has been high in all ages. The ar- 
tificial habits of difcipline and regu- 
lar exercife, are little neceflary in a 
country, where men are by nature 
foldiers, attached with enthufiafm. to 
their native land, and prompt to de- 
fend themfelves with {pirit upon the 
fightett alarm of danger. But they 
need excitement to the arts of in- 
duftry. Agriculture is, in many dif- 
tricts, fhamefully neglected, Maenu- 
factures, through the whole country, 
are yet in their infancy.’ The ewm- 
ployment of our labourers can nei- 
ther be {pared from their fields, nor 
of our mechanics from their looms, 
their forges, or their anvils. ‘To of- 
fer to thote who are little difpofed to 
induftry, fuch allurements to idlenefs 
aa national militia would prefent, 


would be, in the higheft degree, im- 


politic and ruinous to the country. 

* Thus, it appears, that the fcheme 
for the eftablifhment of a militia in 
Scotland, admits of very oppofite 
views ; and men of candour, equally 
endowed with good fenfe, and equally 
patriotic, may be fuppofed, as was 
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certainly the cafe, to have formed 
different opinions on the. fubjeét. 
What part the lord advocate of Scot- 
land, who, by his office, is one of the 
chief guardians of the ftate,and bound 
by duty to a watchful attention in all 
matters which regard the intereft of 
his country, ought to have taken in 
that meafure, it would be prefump- 
tion in any man to pronounce with 
confidence, while he mutt admit, that 
opinions, equally weighty and re- 
fj ble, are found on either fide of 
the queftion. 

“ It is not to be denied, that argu- 
ments of a very illiberal nature were 
urged in parliament by a few mem- 
bers, who, with a mean and narrow 
ipirits reproached this country with 

ifatfection to government, and in- 
culcated the danger of allowing the 
ufe of arms to thofe who had recently 
employed them in rebellion, It was 
no wonder that afperfions of this na- 
ture called forth the moft animated, 
noble, and {pirited defence of their 
country’s honour from teveral of the 
Scottifh members, who perhaps con- 
tended the more keenly in behalf of 
that meafure, that they faw it oppofed 
from fuch unworthy motives. But 
the queftion, viewed without preju- 
dice, remains {till difputable; and 
the arguments of the lord advocate 
againit the eftablifment of a militia 
in Scotland, were founded on_ the 
great principles of national expedi- 
ency, and a regard for what a ed 
to him the real and fubftantial inte- 
re{ts of the country. 

“ On the 14th of June 1760, Mr. 
Dundas was appointed prefident of 
the court.of feflion. This was the 
era of the fplendour of his public 
charaéter. Invefted with one of the 
moft important trufts that can be 
committed to a fubjeét, the fuperin- 
tendance and regulation of the high 
eft judicature of his country, he ac- 


uitted himfelf of that durin 
q : ? r +4 



























in which he 
confummate abi- 
lity, rectitude, as muft 
found a durable as the na- 
tional annals, and tranfmit his me- 
with honour to all future times. 

At his firft entry upon office, the 
public, though well affured of his 


the -feven 
held 


twenty- 
widoen and 


abilities, was doubtful whether he purged 


poffeffed that er of application 
and meafure of affiduity, hich is 
the firft duty of the ftation that he 
now filled. Fond of focial inter- 
courfe, ang of late engaged in a fphere 
of life where natural talents are the 
chief requifite to eminence, he had 
hitherto fubmitted but reluétantly to 
the habits of profeflional induttry. 
But it was foon feen, that accidental 
circumftances: alone had prevented 
the development of one great feature 
of his character, a capacity of pro- 
found application to bufinels. He 
had no fooner taken his feat as pre- 
fident of the feffion, than he devoted 
himfelf to the duties of his office, 
with an ardour of which that court, 
even under the ableft of his prede- 
ceffors, had feen no example, and a 
everance of attention which fuf- 
no remiffion to the lateft hour 

of his life. 

“* Of all the grievances to which a 
free people can be fubjected, one of 
the heavieft and moft fevere is the 
tedioufnefs of juditial that 
delay of juftice which makes often 

itfelf more tolerable than 
the means to be purfued for obtain- 
ingitsredrefs. Senfible of this truth, 
and determined to remedy (in as far 
as material juftice would permit) fo 
great an evil, the appli 
himfelf immediately to the determi- 
nation of a long arrear of law-fuits, 
which, though in their laft ftage, and 
ripe for judgment, had hung upon 
the rolls of the court during the period 
of five preceding feffions. Thefe, in 
the courfe of the {ummer-feffion 1760, 
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and in the firft month of the sew 
feffion, were all decided, while the 
current bufinefs of the term was like. 
wife’ difpatched ; and thus a 
which had been accumulating during 
two years and a half, was cleared away 
in the of three months. The 
long which had never been 
fince the inftitation of the 
court, and of which the very name 
was of evil augury, was thus annihi. 
lated at once; nor was it ever reviy. 
ed while-Mr. Dundas fat in the pre. 
fident’s chair. 

«“ The primary caufe of this 
reform in the difpatch of bulinsh, 
certainly to be found in the uncom. 
mon power of his own mental abilj- 
ties. Amidft that multiplicity of 
fuits with which the court of feffion 
is at times overwhelmed, no 
was ever heard to complain that the 

dent had treated his caufe fuper. 
cially, or with an imperfeét intelli- 
of the arguments which fup. 
ported it. But the truth was, he of- 
ten drew his knowledge of thofe ar- 
guments, lefs from the information 
of the counfel than from the ftore- 
houfe of his Own mind; for it was 
liar to him, that he could make 
imfelf thoroughly mafter of a caufe, 
and form the foundeft judgment of 
its merits, from the fimple perufal of 
the ftate of faéts. His memory en- 
abling him to retain thefe fatts with 
the utmoft eafe, he could, in the courfe 
of a very few hours, dedicated to the 
perufal of the cafes, himfelf 
upon the daily bufinefs of the court. 
Stimulated by his example, the other 
judges exerted all their powers of ap- 
plication ; and thus the machine of 
juftice moved with a conftant and 
equal celerity, while his regulating 
influence operated on all its ae 
« But if the afliduity and diligence 
of judges in ftudying the caufes that 
come before them, is the firft e 


towards the difpatch of buf bs 
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jal concern is, that thefe 
fhall be decided with brevity, 
that the time which is aporopri- 
to giving judgment be not con- 
fumed in fupertiuous reafonings, or 
fpecies of wavering debate, 
ich equally retards procedure, and 
inifhes the refpect and dignity of 
court. ‘There is no doubt that 
the reafoning of judges upon the 
is of excellent effect, when fea- 
foned by that difcretion which is fitted 
to mprefs an audience with reve- 
rence CT the wifdom and folemnity 
ofthetribunal. And of this we have 
daily examples in the fupreme court 
of this country. The arguments of 
the judges are often replete with in- 
firuétion to the bar. In many cafes, 
to which, from their circumittantiate 
nature, neither the written nor the 
confuetudinary law is direétly appli- 
cable, thefe are the re/ponfa prudcn- 
tum which fupply that unavoidable 
deficiency. ey are, moreover, a 
criterion to the public, both of the 
abilities of judges, and of their at- 
tention to the duties of their office, 
But ftill, it muft be admitted, that 
there is much danger in allowing too 
latitude to judicial reafonings. 

des the delay of bufinefs, there is 

2 hazard that thas warmth of : 
ment, againft which even the wiileft 
and di nate of men cannot 
at all times guard themfelves, fhould 
diminifh the reverence due to the 
court, and even the authority of its 
decifions; for thofe judgments can 
affuredly have but little weight which 
are known to be the refult of a war 
of contradiétory ideas. In a tribu- 
nal compofed of many judges, there 
muft of courfe be a frequent diverfity 
of opinion ; but it is not always de- 
firable that the grounds of thofe dif- 
ferent opinions fhould be publicly 
canvaffed, It is with the sition: of 
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a court, as it is with perfonal beauty, 
(the obfervation of one of the ableft 


judges of human nature +) the form 
upon the whole, when furveyed at its 
proper diftance, may be confum- 
mately graceful; but it is not expe- 
dient to examine it too near an 
approach, or to analyfe too minutely 
its particular features, 

“ Such were known to be the fen- 
timents of that great judge, whofe 
character we are now at ing to 
delineate ; and conneipendidignatiods 
fentiments was his own conduét upon 
the bench. He very rarely entered 
into a Jaboured argument on the 
whole grounds of a caufe; much lefs 
into an examination or confutation of 
the opinionsdelivered by his brethren. 
He limited himfelf to a fhort and 
folemn enunciation of his own opi- 
nion, which he, generally eens 
by a very few reafons, on he 

ended the decifion ought to 

- His manner of {peaking was 
firm and authoritative ; his lan 

forcible, though unadorned in ite 

ftruéture ; a pee eames eafe, 

thofe 


but to convince, he di 
graces of elocution which. the orator 
may frequently find of ufe to palliate 
error, but which the judge needs f{el- 
dom to employ, who is defirous only 
of inculcating truth. 

“ He maintained, with great ftridt- 


nefs, all the forms of the court in the 
conduct of bufinefs. Thefe he wife- 
ly confidered as effential, both to the 
equal adminiftration of juftice, and as 
the outworks which guard the law 
againft thofe too common, but moft 
unworthy artifices which are employ- 
ed to proftitute and abufe it. 

“To the bar, he conduéted him- 
felf with uniform attention and re- 
fpect. He liftened with patience to 

e reafonings of the counfel. He 
never anticipated the arguments of 


+ Clarendon. 


the 























the , nor interrupted him with 
. ions to fhew his own accutenefs ; 
but left every man to ftate his caufe 
in his own way: nor did he ever in- 
terfere, unlefs to reftrain what was 
-either manifeftly foreign to the fub- 
ject, or what wounded, in his appre- 
n, the dignity of the court. In 
this laft refpect he was moft laudably 
‘ «punétilious. He never futiered an 
‘amproper word to efcape, either from 
the tongue or pen ofa counfel, with- 
‘out the animadverfion ; and 
‘fo acute was that feeling which he 
‘was known to poffefs, of the ref] 
‘that was due to the bench, that there 
were but few occafions when: it be- 
‘eame neceflary for him to exprefs it. 
_ \# There were indeed other occa- 
fions, on which his feelings were moft 
keenly awakened, and on which he 
‘gave vet to a becoming fpirit of in- 
Sgmtien. . He treated with the 
greateft feverity every inftance, either 
of malverfation in the officers of the 
law, or of chicanery in the inferior 


eee of the court. No ca- 
Tumnious or iniquitous profecution, 


no attempt to pervert the forms of 
law to the purpofes of oppreflion, 
ever eluded his penetration, or efcap- 
ed his juft refentment. 

“ Thus, pepetually watchful, and 
earneftly folicitous to maintain both 
the dignity and the rectitude of that 
fupreme tribunal over which he pre- 
fided, the influence of thefe endea- 
vours extended itfelf to every inferior 
court of judicature; as the motion 
of the heart is felt in the remoteft ar- 
et In reviewing the fentences of 
inferior judges, he conftantly exprefi- 
ed his defire of fupporting the juft 
authority of every rank and order of 
magiftrates ; but thefe were taught, 
at the fame time, to walk with cir- 
cumfpection, to guard their condu& 
with the moft fcrupulous exactneis, 
and to dread the {lightest deviation 
from the narrow path of their duty, 
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“ With thefe endowments of m; 
and high fenfe of the duties of his 
office, it is not furprifing, that amidg 
-al] the differences of fentiment which 
the jarring interetts of indiy} 
the more powerful influence.of pol 
tical faction, give rife to, there fhould 
‘be but one opinion of the character 
of this eminent man, which is, that 
from the period of the inftitution of 
that court over which he pr 
rege confpicuouis in particular 

epartments might have been sy 
merit of fome of his predeceffors, no 
man ever occupied the prefident’s 
chair, who combined in Fimfel fo 
many of the effential requifites for the 
difcharge of that important office, 

But it is not the intention of the 
writer of this account to prefent a 
faultlefs picture. Nothing, in fact, 
-is of fo little value as indif-rimine 

ric; nothing fo empty and 
bnfigevficant as his sails eatin 
that he is blind to imperfections, If 
we allow the merits of this great man, 
in poffeffing, in their utmoft extent, 
the moft effential requifites for the 
{tation which he filled, it is but afmall 
derogation from the confeffed emi- 
nence of his character, when we ac- 
knowledge a deficiency in fome fub- 
ordinate qualities. 

“ Of thefe, what was chiefly to be 
regretted, and was alone wanting to 
the perfection of his mental accom- 
plifhments, was, that he appeared to 
give too little weight or value to thofe 

udies which are properly termed 
literary. This was the more remark- 
able in him, that, in the early period 
of his life, he had profecuted himfelf 
thofe ftudies with advantage and fuc- 
cefs. In his youth, he had made 
great proficiency in claffical poms | 
and his memory retaining faithfully 
whatever he had once acquired, it was 
not unufual with him, even in his 
fpeeches on the bench, to cite, and to 


apply with much propriety the moft 
firiking 
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vs flages of the ancient au- 
ve Bt $e thefe ftudies, though 


ified to fucceed in them, it does 
not appear that he ever poffeffed a 
ng bent or inclination, . If he 
ever felt it, the weightier duties of 
aftive life, which he was early called 
to exercife, ncaa the perpen 
vently indulging it ;-.and per- 

“3 spa knowledge of the fafi- 
pating power of thofe purfuits, .in 
alienating the mind from the feverer, 
but moreneceflary occupations, might 


have inclined him at laft to difrelith - 


from habit, what it had taught him at 
firit to refift from principle. 

« That this principle was errone- 
ous, itis unneceflary to confume time 
in proving. Itisfufficient to fay, that 
‘as jurifprudence can never hope for 
any material advancementasa fcience, 
if feparated from the fpirit of philo- 
fophy, fo that fpirit cannot exift, in- 
dependent of the cultivation of litera- 
ture. 

“ That the ftudies of polite litera- 
ture, and an acquaintance with the 
principles of general erudition, while 


they improve the {cience, add luftre 
8 | 


dignity to the profeflion of the 
law, cannot be denied. So thought all 
the greateft lawyers of antiquity. So 
thought, among the moderns, that 
able judge a moft accomplifhed 


man, of whofe charaéter we have 
traced fome imperfect features, Lord 
Arnifton, the father of the late lord 
preident; of which his inaugural 


oration, as it ftands ypon the records 
of the faculty of advocates, bears 
gmple teftimony. 

“ His fon, it is true, afforded a 
firong proof, that the force of natural 
talents alone may conduct toeminence 
and celebrity. He was rich in na- 
tive genius, and therefore felt not the 
want of acquired endowments, But 
in this he left an example to be ad- 
mired, not imitated. Few inherit 
from nature equal powers with his; 
and even of himfelf it mutt be allow- 
ed, that if he was a great man with- 
out the aids of general literature, or 
of cultivated oy he mutt have been 
{till a greater, had he availed himfelf 
of thoie lights which they furnifh, 
and that improvement which they 
beftow. 

“ This moft ufeful. and valuable 
life was terminated on the 13th of 
December 1787. His laft illnefs, 
which, though of fhort continuance, 
was violent in its nature, he bore with 
the greateft magnanimity. He died 
in the 75th year of his age, in the 
perfect enjoyment of all his faculties; 
at a time, when his long fervices might 
have juftly entitled him to eafe and 
repofe, but which the ftrong fenfe of 
his duty would not permit him to 
feek while his power of ufefulnefs 
continued; at that period, in thort, 
‘when a wife man would wihh to finith 
his courfe; too foon indeed for the 
public good, but not too late for his 
own reputation,” 
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MEMOIRS of Sir WILLIAM WATSON. 


{Extraéted from the Second Volume of Dr. Putteney’s Histortcay 
and- Brocrarnicat Sxetcues of the Procress of Borany jg 


ENGLAND.] 


“ MONG thofe learned bota- 
nifts of England, who early 
nized the prevailing excellencies 
of the Linnxan fyftem, muft be 
ranked the late Sir William Watfon. 
At a period when botany was feebly 
fupported in thefe kingdoms, after 
» e deceafe of the Sherards, and the 
retirement of Sloane, his talents and 
his zeal enabled him, as far as the in- 
fluence of an individual could extend, 
to fuftain and promote this {cience, 
not only with his own countrymen, 
but with thofe learned foreigners who 
vifited this kingdom. Whilft, there- 
fore, juftice.to his charaéter and at- 
tainments, in the fubjeét of this work, 
demand confideration, J feel an addi- 
tional motive to pay a tribute to his 
memory, arifing from a grateful re- 
membrance of the friendfhip- and 
correfpondence with which he ho- 
noured me. 

“ Sir William Watfon was born 
in 1715, in St. John’s-ftreet, near 
Smithfield. His father was a reput- 
able tradefman in that ftreet, and 
died leaving him very young. When 
she had attained to a fee age, he 
was fent to merchant taylor’s fchool ; 
and from thence was apprenticed to 
Mr. Richardfon, apothecary, in 1730. 


“In his youth he had a ftrong | 


ag to the ftudy of natu 
iftory, and particularly to that of 


plants. This led him to make fre- 
quent excurfions in a morning, feve- 
ral miles from London; fo that he 
became early well acquainted with 
the Loci natales of the indigenous 
plants of the environs of London; 
and, during his apprenticefhip, he 


gained the hono emium 
annually by he potinceys Ge 
pany, to fuch young men as exhibit 
a fuperiority in the know of 
plants, in thofe excurfions — by 
the demonftrator of Chelfea garden; 
and inftituted for the purpofe of init). 
ating the apprentices ofthe company in 
a fcience fo neceffary to the pro 

This premium, confifted of a hand 
fomcly bound copy of Ray’s Synopfis, 
He continued, at times, throu 

his life, to attend on thefe occafions, 
and meet his former aflociates with 
great pleafure and delight. 

“ In 1738, Mr. Watfon married, 
and fet up in bufinefs for himfelf, 
His fkill, his aétivity, and dili 
in his profeffion, foon diftinguithed 
him among his acquaintance ; as did 
his tafte for natural hiftory, and his, 
os knowledge of philofophical 
ubjects among the members of the 
royal fociety, of which honourable 
body he was elected a member 
early in the year 1741; his two firtt 
communications being printed in the 
forty-firft volume of the Philofophi- 
cal Tranfaétions. ~ 

* Soon after. his admiffion into the 
royal fociety, Mr. Watfon diftin- 
guifhed himfelf as a botanitt. 

“In 1748, Mr. Watfon had an 
opportunity of fhewing attention to 
M. Kalm, during his abode in Eng- 
land, which was from February « 
Auguft, when he embarked for Ame- 
rica, He introduced him to the 
curious gardens, and accompanied 
him in feveral botanical excurfions 
in the environs of London. This 
eminent pupil of Linnzus, co wes 

a Sw 








Gwedifh divine, on his return home, 
one profetfor of exconomy at Abo, 
where he died Nov. 16, 1779, aged 


“A The fame civilities were mani- 
fefted by Dr. Watfon to the prefent 
eminent Dr. Pallas, of Peteriburgh, 
during his abode in England, which 
wes Bis July, 1761, to April, 
2. j 
ute In 1749, in company with Dr. 
Mitchell, Mr. Watton examined the 
remains of the garden, formerly be- 
longing to the Tradefcants. ‘They 
found the arbutus, and the cupreffus 
Americana, with other exotics, in a 
vigorous ftate, after having fuftained 
the winters of this climate for one 
hundred and twenty years. This 
fituation had alfo afforded a proof, 
not often exemplified, of the ange 
fize to which the common buck- 
thorn will grow. They found one 
about twenty feet high, and near a 
foot in diameter. 

“In 1751 were laid before the 
public fome very curious and inte- 
reiting particulars, relating to the 
fexes of plants, which tended to con- 
firm the truth of that doctrine in a 
remarkable manner. ‘Thefe were 
occafioned by a letter from Mr. My- 
lins, of Berlin, informing Mr. Wat- 
fon, that a tree of the salma major 
foliis fabellifermibus, which, although 
it had borne fruit for thirty years 
pat, had never brought any to per- 
fection, until the flowers of a male 
tree, brought from Leipfic, twenty 
German miles diftant, had been fuf- 
pended over itsbranches. After this 
operation, the tree yielded the firft 
year above one hundred, and the fe- 
cond, upon repeating the experiment, 
above two thoufand ripe fruit ; from 
which eleven young palm-trees had 
been propagated. 

“Mr. Watfon paid the fame tri- 
bite, in 1751, to the memory of Dr. 


Henry Compton, bifhop ot London, 
1790, 
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the friend and patron of Mr. Ray, ¢s 
he had done to that of the Tradef. 
cants; and gives a lift of thirty-three 
exotic trees, which were then remain- 
ing in the gardenat Fulham. roma 
this catalogue may be inferred, not 
only the original fplendor of the 
er and the zeal and tafte the 

ifhop fhewed in the cultivation of 
fuch numerous curiofities, but the 
facility with which trees of very dif- 
ferent latitudes may become natu- 
ralized in England. 

“In the 45th volume of the Philo- 
fophical Tranfactions, page 301, we 
find % an account of the cinnamon 
tree ;” occafioned by a latge {peci- 
men, equal in fize to a walking cane, 
fent over by Mr. Robins to Dr. Le- 
therland, and which was exhibited 
to the infpettion of the Royal Society. 
From this account we learn, that 
three cinnamon trees, which were in- 
tended to have been fent to Jamaica, 
were growing inthe garden of Hamp- 
ton Court in the reiyn of king W'1- 
liam. 

“ Mr. Watfon, about this time, 
was the firft, as | apprehend, who 
communicated to the Englifh reader 
an account of a revolution which was 
about to take place among the learn- 
ed,.1n botany and zoology, refpeétin 
the removal of a large body of ma- 
rine productions, which had hereto. 
tore been ranked among vegetables ; 
but which were now proved to be of 
animal origin, and ftand under the 
name of zoophytes, in the prefent 
fyftem of nature. It may be ealily 
feen that this refpeéts the corals, 
corallines,’ efchara, madrepores, 
{fponges, &c. and although even Gef- 
ner, Tieiicuine, and Rumphius, had 
fome obfcure ideas relating to the du- 
bious ftructure of this clafs, yet the 
full difcovery, that thefe fubftances 
were the fabrications of polypes, was 
owing to M. Peyifonnel, phytician at 
Gealaibepe. This gentkyman had 

imbibed 
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imbibed this opinion firft in 1723, at 
Marfeilles; and confirmed it, in1725, 
on the coaft of Barbary. While in 
Guadaloupe, he wrote a volume of 

90 pages in quarto, in proof of this 

ubject, which he tranfmitted in ma- 
nuicript to the Royal Society of Lon- 
don. This treatife, in which the 
author feemed to have put the mat- 
ter out of doubt, as to the animal 
origin of thefe bodies, was tranflated, 
analyzed, and abridged, in 1752, by 
Mr. Watfon; and publifhed m the 
Philofophical Tranfactions, at a time 
when the learned were wavering in 
their opinions on this mattet. M. 
Trembly’s inveftigation reipecting 
the frefl water polypes had paved 
the way for the reception of Peyffon- 
nel’s truths; and Mr. Watfon him- 
felf, in company with M. Trembly, 
had an opportunity, on the coalt ot 
Suflex, when ona vilit at the duke of 
Richmond’s, in one of thote annual 
excurfions which for many years he 
feldom failed to make in the fummer 
feafon, of verifying M. Peyflonnel’s 
fyitem, in viewing the polypes of the 
corallines. 

‘Jn 194, Mr. Watfon wrote an 
account of the firft edition of the 
Species Plantarum ot Linneus, which 
was publifhed in the Gentleman’s 
Magazine, p. 555, for that year. It 
ig not only highly worthy of being 
read, for the uteful information and 
curious critical matter it contains, 
but alfo on account of its having pro- 
duced from that celebrated profeffor 
a handfome letter written in Latin; 
in which he takes occation to acknow- 
ledge the candor and {kill of the 
author in high terms; and vindi- 
cates himfell tor having, in his work 
above-mentioned, given tothe weadia 
(a plant fo called by Gateiby, in ho- 
nour of Dr. Mead) a different name. 
Linnwus'’s letter was printed the fuc- 
ceeding year, in the fame publica- 
tion. 
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“ Thefe talents, it may be eatily 
imagined, rendered him a wel md 
vifitor to Sir Hans Sloane, who had 
retired to Chelfeain iz40, Jn lad, 
he enjoyed no {mall thare of the @ 
vour and efteem of that veteran in 
{cience ; and was honoured fo far As 
to be nominated one of the truftees 
of the Britifh Mufeum hy Sir Hans 
himfelf, who died Jan. 11, 1753. 

* Aiter its eftablifhment in Mop. 
tagu-houfe, Mr. Watfon was very 
afiiduous, not only in the internal gr. 
rangement of fubjeéts, but alfo in 
getting the garden furnifhed with 
plants; infomuch that, in the firg 
year of its eftablifhment, in 1756, it 
contained no fewer than fix hundred 
{pecies, all in a flourithing fate, 

“ Having given ample {pecimens 
of the genius and abilities of Mr, 
Watfon, asa naturalift, we mutt now 
confider his talents in fome other 
branches of knowledge. Among 
thefe nothing contributed fo much 
to extend his fame, and enlarge his 
connexions with men of fcience, a 
his difcoveries in electricity. He be- 
came early enamoured with the phe- 
nomena of this wonderful agent in 
nature; an attention to which had 
been fome time before excited, among 
the philofophers of Europe ; and par- 
ticularly in England, by Mr. Stephen 
Gray, of the Charter-houfe ; Gran- 
ville Wheler, efg; Dr. Defaguliers; 
and others. 

*¢ About the year 1744, Mr. Wat- 
fon took it up, and made feveral im- 
portant difcoveries in it. At this 
time it was no final] advancement in 
the progrefs of electricity to be able 
to fire fpirit of wine. He was the 
firft in England who effected this, 


and he performed it, both by the di- 
rect and the répulfive power of elec- 
tricity. He afterwards fired inflam- 


mable air, gunpowder, and inflam- 
mable oils, by ie fame means. He 
alfo inftituted feveral other expeti- 

ments, 
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ments, which helped ta enlarge the 
er oftheelectrician ; but the moft 
rtant of his difcoveries was, the 
oving, that the electric power was 
not created by the globe or tube, but 
only collected by them. Dr. Frank- 
fin and Mr. Wilfon, were alike for- 
tunate about the faine time. It is 
eafy to fet thé extréme utility of this 
difeovery in conducting all fubfe- 
quent experiments. It fooa led to 
what he called “ the circulation of 
the electric mattef.” 

« Befides thefe valutable difcoveries, 
the hiftorian of electricity informs us, 
that Mr. Watfon firft obferved the 
diferent colour of the fpark, as drawn 
from different bodies ; that electricity 
fuffered no refraction in pafling thro’ 
glafs; that the power of electricity 
was not affeéted by the prefence or 
abfence of fire, fince the fparks were 
equally ftrong from a freezing mix- 
ture, as from red hot iron; that 
fame atid {moke were conductors of 
eleftricity ; and that the itroke was, 
as the points of contact of the non- 
electrics on the outfide of the glafs. 
This inveftigation Jed to the .coating 
of phials, in order to increafe the 
power of accumulation ; and quali- 
fied him eminently to be the princi- 
pal acter in thofe famous experi- 
ments, which were made on the 
Thames, and at Shooter’s Hill, in the 
years 1747 and 1748; in one of 
which the ele¢trical circuit was ex- 
tended four miles, in order to prove 
the velocity of electricity ; the refult 
of which convinced the attendants 
that it was inftantaneous. 

“ it ought alfo to be remembered, 
that Mr. Watfon conducted fome 
other experiments, with fo much fa- 
gacity and addrefs, relating to the im- 
practicability of tranfmitting odours, 
and the power of purgatives through 
glafs; and thofe relating to the ex- 
hibition of what was called the « glory 
round the head,” or the “ beatifica- 
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tion,” boafted to have been done by 
fome philofophers on the continent ; 
that he procured, at length, an ac- 
knowledgement from Mr. Bofe, of 
what he called « an em ellifiment,” 
in conducting the experiments; a 
procedure totally incompatible with 
the true we of a philofopher ! 

“ Mr. Watfon's firft papers on the 
fubject of electricity were addreffed, 
in three letters, to Martin Folkes, - 
efq. cet of the Royal Society, 
dated in March, April, and O&ober, 
1745; and were publifhed in the 
Philofophical ‘Tranfa@ions, under 
the title of “ Experiments and obfer- 
“ vations tending to illuftrate the na- 
“ ture and properties of eletricity.” 
Thefe were followed in the beginning 
of the next year (1746) by “ Farther 
“ experiments, &c.;” and thefe by 
“ A fequel to the experiments, &c.” 

«© Thefe tracts were collected, and 
ferarately publifhed in o¢tavo, and 
reached to a third or fourth edition. 
They were of fo interefting a nature, 
that they gave him the lead, asit were, 
in this branch of philofophy ; and 
were not only the means of raifing 
him to a high degree of eftimation at 
home, but of extending his fame 
throughout all Europe. His houfe 
became the refort of the moft inge- 
nious and illuttrious experimental 
philofophers that England could 
boaft. 

“ Several of the nobility attended 
on thefe occafions; and his prefent 
majefty George ILI. when prince of 
Wales, honoured him with his pre- 
fence. In fact there needs no great- 
er confirmation of-his merit, at that 

arly time, as an ele‘trician, than the 

public teftimony conferred upon him 
by the Royal Society, which, in 1745, 
prefented him with Sir Godfrey 
Copley’s medal, for his difcoveries in 
electricity. 

«“ After this mark of diftin¢tion, 
Mr. Watfon continued to profecute 
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electrical ftudies and eapecrnneets 
and to write on the fubject for many 
years. 

" « He was see by the Roya] 
Society,one of the committee 1n1772, 
to examine into the {tate of the pow-, 
der-magazines at Purfleet ; and wish 
the honourable Mr. Cavendifh, Dr. 
Franklin, and Mr. Robertfon, fixed 
on pointed conductors as preferable 
to blunt ones; and again, was of the 
committee in 1778, after the experi- 
ments of Mr. Wilfon in the Pan- 
theon. 

« As Mr. Watfon had conftantly 
lived in London, he had been a curi- 
ous obferver of the wonderful in- 
creafe and improvement of that vaft 
city. He was acquainted, in no or- 
dinary degree, with its hiftory, and 
its police in general ; and had par- 
ticularly attended to thofe circum- 
ftances that were more immediately 
the objects of the philofopher and the 
phyfician. ; 

« As from the earlieft times of the 
Royal Society, it had been cuftomary 
to requeft of fome member, properly 
qualified from his knowledge of the 
iubject, to review, and lay before that 
body at their ufual meetings, any 
fuch extracts from the numerous pub- 
lications which were fent to the fo- 
ciety, relating to difcoveries in phi- 
lofophy and the arts, as nretnited to 
be of general utility, that they might 
be recorded in the Philofophical 
Tranfactions, this office did not un- 
frequently fall upon Mr. Watfon. 

* All who were acquainted with 
the extent of Mr. Wattion’s know- 
ledge in the practice of phyfic, in na- 
tural hiftory, and experimental phi- 
lofophy, were not furprifed to fee 
him rife into the higher line of his 
profeflion. This event took place in 
i757, previous to which he had been 
cholen a member of the Royal Aca- 
demy of Mad ‘id ; and he wa creat- 
ed doctor of phyfic by the univerfity 
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of Halle, under a diploma, bearj 
date September the 6th. The ¢ 
honour was conferred upon hj 


ng 
ame 


that of Wittemberg about the Pe 


time. Soon after which he was disfran. 
chifed from the company of apothe. 
caries. He became a licentiate of the 


College of Phyficians in 1759, 

* This alteration in his circum, 
ftances and profpetts, hazardous as 
tt might be confidered by fome, oc. 
cafioned no diminution in his emolu. 
ments, but far the contrary. He had 
before this time removed from A). 
derfgate-ftreet to Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
where he lived the remainder of his 
days; and now he found himfelf at 
greater Nberty to purfue his ftudies, 
and carry on at more liefure the ex. 
tenfive literary connexion in which 
he was engaged both at home and 
abroad. He kept up.a clofe corre. 
{pondence with Dr.Huxham for many 
years. We find among his corre. 
{pondents abroad the names of M, 
Peyflonnel, Clairaut, Bofe, the abbe 
Nollet, M. Allemand, M. Juffieu, 
and many others, as may be feen 
from the letters communicated by 
him to the Royal Society. 

“In October 1762, Dr. Watfon 
was chofen one the phyficians to the 
Foundling Hofpital, which othce he 
held during the remainder of his 
life. 

‘¢ As Dr. Watfon lived in intimacy 
with the moft illuftrious and learned 
fellows of the Royal Society, fo he was 
hinfeifone of its moft active members, 
and ever zealous in promoting the 
ends of that inftitution. For many 
years he was a frequent member of 
the council; and, during the prett- 
dentthip of Sir John Pringle, was 
elected one of the vice-prefidents; 
which honourable office he continued 
to fill tothe end of his days. He was 
a mott conftant attendant on the pub- 
lic ineetings of the fociety ; and on 
t .e private afluciations of its member 

efpecially 








jally on that formerly held every 

hurfday, at the Mitre, in Fleet- 

ftreet, and now at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, in the Strand. 

« Jn 1784, Dr. Watfon was chofen 
a fellow of the Royal College of Phy- 
ficians, and made one of the elects. 

« In 1786 he had the honour of 
knighthood conferred upon him ; be- 
one of the body deputed 1 Bios 

to vonamreaalebe his majefty on 
cape from affaflination. 

«In general Sir William Watfon 
enjoyed a firm ftate of health. It 
was fometimes interrupted by fits of 
the gout; but thefe feldom confined 
him long to the houfe. In the year 
1786, the decline of his health was 
very vifible to his friends, and his 
ftrength was greatly diminifhed, to- 

ther with much of that vivacity 
which fo ftrongly marked his cha- 
ratter. He died May tc, 1787. 

« Sir William Watfon had a na- 
tural activity both of mind and body 
that never allowed him to be indo- 
lent in the flighteft degree. He was 
a moft exaét ceconomi{t of his time, 
and throughout life a very early rifer, 
being up ufually in fummer at fix 
o'clock, and frequently fooner ; thus 
fecuring to himfelf daily two or three 
uninterrupted hours for ftudy. In 
his younger days, thefe early hours, 
as | have before obferved, were fre- 
quently given up to the purpofes of 
fimpling; but, in riper years they 
were devoted to ftudy. He read 
much and carefully ; and his ardent 
and unremitting defire to be acquaint- 
ed with the progrefs of all thofe 
fciences which were his objetts, joined 
to a vigorous and retentive memory, 
enabled him to treafure up a vatt 
ftock of knowledge. What he thus 
acquired he freely difpenfed. His 


cal 
his 


mode of conveying information was 
clear, forcible, and energetic, and 
juftified the encomium beftowed upon 
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him by a learned foreigner in a letter 
to a correipondent. 

“ His attention, however, was by 
no means confined to the fubjecs of 
his own profeffion or thofe of philofo- 

hy at large. He was a careful ob- 
erver of men, and of the manners 
of the age; and the extraordinary 
endowment of his memory had fur- 
nifhed him with a great’ variety of 
interefting and entertaining anec- 
dotes concerning the charaéters and 
circumftances ot his time. 

* On all fubjects, his liberal and 
communicative difpofition, and his 
courteous behaviour, encouraged en- 
rend ; and thofe who fought for in- 
ormation from him feldom depart- 
ed without it. In his epiftolary cor- 
refpondence he was copious and pre- 
cife ; and fuch as enjoyed the privi- 
lege and pleafure of it experienced 
in his punétuality another qualifica- 
tion which greatly enhanced its va- 
lue. 

“ Some of the firft of Sir William 
Watfon’s papers in the Philofophical 
Tranfactions evince his early profti- 
ci€ncy in the fcience of botany, and 
efpecially his acquaintance with the 
Englith {pecies: nor was he lefs fkill- 
ed in exotics in his riper years. ‘That 
he was very foon confidered on the 
Continent as highly refpectable in this 
light, is manifeft from his having been 
one of the few in England whom 
Mr. Clifford gratified with a copy of 
the Hortus Clij/ortionus; a ARG at 
its firft publication, only attainable 
by thofe whofe ftudies and acquire- 
ments in the fubjeét of it, entitled 
them to receive it from the munifi- 
cence of Mr. Clifford himfeli. In 
faét, all learned foreigners, of the 
fame bias in their ftudies, brought 
letters of recommendation to him ; 
and, on their return, failed not, both 
in their correfpondence and in their 
writings, to bear honourable teili- 
B 3 mony 








(22) 


mony to his learning and abili- 
tits. 

“ Sir William Watfon had learned 
to know plants by the fyftem and 
nomenclature of Ray, ‘when trivial 
names were unknown ; sand he was 
fo fingularly happy in a tenacious me- 
inory asto be able to repeat, with won- 
derful promptitude, the loag names 
which had been in ufe from the times 
of Bauhine, Gerard, and Parkinfon ; 
a'tafk from which botanifts are reliev- 
ed by the introduction of the Lin- 
nan _ trivial epithets. He lived to 
fee the fyftem of his mych-honoured 
countryman give way to that of the 
Swede, which bes an to take plac ein 
England 3 about this period; and with 
which alfo he made himfelfacquaint- 
ed. His know ledge of planis, and 
the hiftory of them in the various au- 
thors, was fo eminently extenfiye, 
that his opinion was fre quently an- 
pealed to as decifive on the in ject ; 
and by fome of his intimate friends 
he was ufually called “ the living 
“ Jexicon of botany.” Had it been 
the lot of Sir William Watfon to 
have been devoted to botany as an 
official employment, or had the 
more important avocations of his pro- 
feffion allowed a further indulgence 
to his favourite bias, fuch an union 
of natural endowments ard acquired 
knowledge as he pofleffed muft have 

placed him very high among the na- 
tr alifts' of this. age 

“6 It remait 1s or me to do juftice 
to the worth of Sit William Watfon 
as a phyfician, and as’ a member of 
fociety. “But as thefe parts of his 
character have been already delineat- 
éd with preat triith and difcrimina- 
“tion by my much- refpected friend 
Pr. Garththore, I fhall conclude this 
account by fome extracts from the 
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memorial read by him to a fociety of 
phyficians, of which Sir William hag 
been the prefident. 

“ As a phyfician, his humanity, 
“ affiduity, and caution, were emi- 
“ nently confpicuous 5; and his exaé 
6 obfervance of the duties of fociat 

“ politenefs muft ever be remember. 
“ ed with pleafure by all thofe whe 
és enjoyed the happinefs of his ac. 
“ guaintance. The fmile of benig. 
“nity was always difplay ed on his 
“ countenance ; ‘he invariably con- 
“ tinued the general, the ready, and 
“ the obliging frivad of mankind ; he 
“ was refpectiul to the elder and fu- 
*¢ perior, encouraging to the younger, 
“ and pleafant and eafy to ali with 
“whom he had any intercourfe, 
The fame affability and good hu- 
mour whych adorned his chara¢ter 
in public life, were preferved alfo 
in the bofom of his family, and 
endeared him to thofe who were 
‘more immediately, around him. 
“« He was {carcely ever ou: of tem- 
** per, was always benignant and kind 
“to his friends and. reJations—and, 
it would be injurious to his me- 

mory not to mention an anecdote 
“ which equally difplays his bymanity 
“ and the warmth with which he in- 
terefted himfelf in the cafes of his 
“ patients---Not many years before 
é Ris death, he was waked fuddenly 
one morning very ¢arly by his fer- 
vant, who came to inform him that 
his houfe had been broken opea, 
and that his plate (which was ot 
confiderable value) was ftolen--- 
“Ts that all?” faid he coolly---“I 
“was afraid you had brought me 
« fome alarming meflage from Mr. 
« —_, concerning whofe dangerous 
“ fituation I have been very unealy 
all night.” 
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pioGRAPHICAL ANECDOTES of Dr. FRANKLIN. 


[Taken from the Account given by Mr, Le Ror, in his Letter annexed to 


the Panegy 


ric of the Asb& Faucnet, pronounced befors the Deputies 


of the Nationan AsseEMBLy, on the 2:ft of July, 190, in the 
Rorunpa at Paris; and inferted in the Enciisa Review for 


Augutft. } 


ENJAMIN FRANKLIN, like 
the illuftrious Flechier, was the 
fon of a tallow-chandler, who refided 
st Botton, in America. Before he 
had attained to his fourteenth year 
he quitted the place of his nativity, 
and went to Philadelphia, where he 
ha pened to be introduced to the 
one printer eftablithed there. This 
printer being ftruck with his appear- 
ance, became fo much prepoffeffed in 
favour of his difpofition and natural 
genius, that he took him into his 
houfe, and inftructed him in his art. 
M. de la Rochefoucault, in a dif- 
courfe which he read on the 13th of 
June, 1789, feems to hint that Frank- 
lin was a printer's boy at Bofton, 
which he left in order to feek for 
employment at New-York and Phila- 
delphia. But M. le Roi, from whofe 
letter to the Abbe Fauchet we have 
extracted thefe anecdotes, fays that 
he had his account from Dr. [franklin 
himfelf, and that it was confirmed by 
feveral of his countrymen. When 
he arrived at Philadelphia, about the 
vear 1720, there was only one printer 
in the whole city, the typographical 
art, which is fo curious, being almoft 
entirely unknown to a great part of 
the country; and thofe who vifited 
the printing-office where youn 
Franklin was employed, were (5 
much pleafed with his fkill and aéti- 
vitv, that they feldom went away 
without leaving him fome marks of 
their liberality. 
“Eager in the purfuit of know- 
ledge, and having an infatiable defire 


for inftruction, Mr. Franklin was 
fenfible that at the diftance of two 
thoufand leagues from England he 
could acquire it only from books ; 
but as it was difficult to procure any. 
in a place where there were fo few, 
he eftablifhed, in conjunétion with 
fome other young people whofe tatte 
was congenial with his own, a {mall 
fociety, who agreed to bring fuch 
books as they had to the place where 
they met, in order to form a com- 
mon library. This refource, how- 
ever, was fo far from anfwering the 
intended purpofe, that he prevailed 
upon the fociety to contribute a {mall 
fum every month to raife a fund for 
purchafing books in London. This 
rifing fociety being foon known, other 
young people wifhed to join it, and 
their ftock of books increafed rapidly 
by new contributions. When the 
inhabitants of Philadelphia became 
acquainted with this infti:ution, they 
ropofed that the books fhould be 
72%. out, and the fociety confented, 
on condition that a fmall fum fhould 
be paid for the indulgence. By thefe 
means the fociety became rich in the 
{pace of a few years, and were in 
pofleifion of more books than were to 
be found perhaps in all the colonies. 
This eftablifhment was attended with 
fuch happy confequences that the 
collection of books formed at firft by 
a few individuals, became afterwards 
a reallibrary ; and the other colonies 
being fenfible of the advantages re- 
fuiting from it, adopted plans of the 
fame kind; fo that it gave rife to 
B 4 other 
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other extenfive collections, now to 
be feen at Bofton, New-York,Charles- 
Town in Soutb-Carolina, and other 

laces. That at Philadelphiais now 
inferior to none in Europe. 

Mr. Franklin, however, imagining 
that all the atliftance he had procure 
at Philadelphia was not capable of 
conduéting him to that point which 
he was defirous of attaining, he re- 
folved to pay a vifitto England, which 
he did about the year 1724 or 1725 ; 
and he wrought there for fome time 
as a journeyman printer. It is fup- 
pofed that he was then about the “ge 
of twenty or twenty-one, When he 
returned to America he perfuaded 
the printer with whom he had lived 
to, publifh a newfpaper ; this happy 
idea was attended with the greate 
faccefs; and his mafter, who derived 
much benefit from it, having ad- 
mitted him as a partner in the bufi- 
nefs, gave him his daughter in mar- 
riage. The fruits of this marriage 
were a Mr. Franklin, who, efpoufing 
the party oppofite to that of his fa- 
ther, became one of the heads of the 
loyalifts, and Mrs. Bach, his great 

favourite, to whom he bequeathed 
the principal part of his fortune, hav- 
ing left only a fmall part of his eftate 
to William Franklin, his grandfon. 
“Jt appears that Franklin efta- 
blifhed himfelf as a printer after the 
peice of Aix-la-Chapelle by means 
of the fortune which he had acquired, 
and that he was then enabled to fol- 
Jow the natural bent of his genius, 
and to apply particularly to experi- 
menta! philofophy, which was his fa 
vourite obje&. | Tt was alfo about the 
fame period that he began to purfue 
the ftudy of electricity, and to make 
thofe difcoveries which will immor- 
talife his name. The Leyden expe- 
riment having rendered this part of 
natural philofophy celebrated inevery 
country where fcience is cultivated, 
aid arouted the attention of all the 
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literati, Mr. Collinfon, a 
member of the Royal So 
don, fent Mr. 
tubes, and other inftrments proper 
for Psipcating his electrical experi. 
ments. Thefe inftruments he em. 
pores with fuch happy fuccefs, that 
he was enabled to make thofe grand 
difcoveries which foon raited his re. 
putation among all the hildfophers 
of Lurope. “Two of thefe difcoveries 
feem particularly to characterife his 
genius: that of the unequal diftribu. 
tion of the electric fluid in bodies 
from which all the electric phenome. 
na refult ; and that of conductors 
for preferving houfes from the effeds 
of lightning, 
* An Englith gentleman, of the 
name of Gray, had faid on his death. 
bed, in the year 1735, that if {mall 
objects might be compared with 
great, he would venture to affirm 
that electricity and thunder were the 
fame thing. ‘The mere experiments 
were made, the more this idea feemed 
to be founded in truth. Jt was ob. 
ferved in America, that fharp-pointed 
rods of metal attracted the electric 
fluid at a much greater diftance than 
bodies of any other figure. ‘Thisin- 
duced Mr. Franklin to fay, * if the 
“ caufe of thunder is the fame as that 
of electricity, and if the clouds, dur- 
“ ing a ftorm, are charged with elec 
“ tric Muid,a fharp-pointed rod raifed 
** towards them on an elevated place, 
“ will be electrified while the ftorm 
“continues.” This grand and {ub, 
lime conjecture appeared at firft very 
extravagant to thofe who could not 
elevate their ideas above thofe of the 
vulgar. Buta gentleman in France, 
of the name of Dalibard, had the 
courage to attempt to prove it; and 
a thunder-ftorm which happened on 
the 1oth of May 1752, near Naily, 
where he had erected his apparatus, 
juftified the bold conjecture of our ul- 
luftvious philofopher, ‘This fing ular 
phenomenon 


Quaker, and 
Cicty of Lan. 
Franklin fome ghals 


ead 











was foon fpread through- 
put all burope ; anda number of ob- 
fervations and experiments confirm- 
ed what Mr. Dalibard had the ho- 
nour of firft remarking. 

« From this difcovery there was 
only one ftep to that of conductors ; 
for it was evident that if —— 
ed metal rods attracted the e ectri- 
city of the clouds much more readily 
than bodies of any other figure, it na- 
turally followed that a metal rod 
raifed on a building would produce 
the fame etlect ; and that if, by means 
of wire, it could convey the ele¢tri- 
city fpeedily, and without any obftacle 
to the earth, its common refervoir, 
no accident would enfue, and the 
building would be preferved from the 
ravages of the lightning. Hence the 
following line was applied to this il- 
luftrious philofopher, though the lat- 
ter part of it alludes to his political 
conduct ; 


Eripuit calo fulmen, mox {eeptra tyrannis. 


« The new and bold ideas of Mr. 
Franklin were oppofed in the Royal 
Society, except his conjectures, which 
had been fully verified by experience. 
However, when he came over to 
England, about the year 1755, they 
did him more juflice, and voted him 
the gold medal which is given annu- 
ally to the perfon who prefents a 
memoir on the moft curioug and in- 
terefling fubject. He was admitted 
alfo a member of that learned body, 
and had the degree of doctor of laws 
conferred upon him by one ‘of the 
univerfities; but war happening to 
break out the year following between 
Kagland and France, he returned to 
America, and took a fhare in the 
public affairs of that country. 

“ We are now approaching the 
Period when he began to make as 
conipicuous a hgure as a politician as 
he had done as a philofopher. Hav- 
ing been appointed agent, for the 





ANECDOTES of Dr. FRANKLIN. 





{25] 
province of Pennfylvania, he came 
Over again to England about the year 
1773, at which time the minds of the 
people in America were juft ripe for 
revolt. The act of parliament re- 
{pecting ftamps had raifed an wni- 
verfal difcontent, and that concern. 
ing tea completed the difaffection of 
the Americans to this country. Ina 
fhort, it was determined that Mr. 
Franklin fhould be examined at the 
bar of the Houfe of Commons, as well 
as the agents of all the other pro- 
vinces, on the population of the co- 
lonies, their difpofition towards the 
Britith parliament, and their oppo- 
fition to its authority. In this bufi- 
nefg he acquitted himfelf with fo 
much applaufe, and anfwered the 
queftions put to him with fo much 
precifion and firmnefs, that his repu- 
tation as a man of public bufinefs 
was eftablifhed throughout Europe. 
“ Dr. Franklin'sanfwersgave treth 
{fpirits to the Americans, and. in- 
creafed the number of their  parti- 
zans in both houfes of parliament ; 
but fuch was the obftinacy of the 
miniftry, that, notwithftanding ail 
the remon{trances made by the colo. 
nies, they periifted to maintain that 
the Britifh parliament had a right 
to impofe taxes on them, though it 
is well known that: Britith fubjeéts 
can be taxed only by their own re- 
prefentatives. ‘Ihe breach new be- 
came every day wider, and the Ame- 
ricans formed a congrefs to confider 
by what meaims they could remon- 
ftrate in a more effeétual manner, 
and free themfelves from the impotts 
of which they complained. In the’ 
mean time our induftrious philofo- 
pher; who had been treated with 
reat re{pect by the Britifh mini- 
firy, for they had ¢aufed his fon to 
be appointed governor of | New- 
Jerfev, began to be looked upon 
with a more fufpicious eye; and 
Mr. Wedderburn, at that time foli- 
cilor- 
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citor- zl, -in a conference be- 
ha towards him with much 
haughtinefs. A litde after this 


thoughts were entertained of having 
him arrefted asa fomenter of rebel- 
lion. Finding, therefore, that bv 
refiding in England he could be of 
no er fervice to his countrymen, 
he prepared to depart, and managed 
his matters with fo much addrefs and 
fecrecy, that he embarked in the be- 
ginning of the ycar 1775, and was 
on his voyage home before it was fo 
rouch as fufpected that he had quitted 
Kngland. What followed 1s well 
known, Next year America de- 
clared itfelf independent, and Dr. 


Franklin was one of the principal: 


ayents.in this revolution, which gave 
freedom to the northern part of the 
new continent, and deprived Britain 
of the greater part of her colonies. 
“ In the autumn of this year 
(1776) conyrefs fent Dr. Franklin 
to Canada, to negociate with the in- 
habitants, and endeavour to induce 
them to efpoufe the commen caufe, 
in order to fhake off the Britith yoke. 
But the Canadians had been fo dif- 
ufted with the excefles of the Pref- 
bytériens of New-England, their 
neighbours, who had deftroyed and 
burnt feveral chapels, that they 
would not liften to the propofals 
made them, though enforced with 
all the power of argument, which 
our philofopher knew fo well to em- 
ploy in all affairs entrufted to his ma- 
nagement. Having failed in this ne- 
gociation, he returned to Philadel- 
phia; and congrefs, fenfible how 
much he was efleemed and refpected 
in France, both by his political ta- 
Jents and philofophical difcoveries, 
fent him thither to put the lait hand 
to the private negociations of Mr. Si- 
las Dean. ‘Though then in the {e- 
venty-firit year of his age, he agcept- 
ed this important commiflon, which 
required no (mall degree of delicacy, 
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and arrived at Paris on the 16th of 
December. The fuccefs of the Ame. 
ricansin the North, and the deg 
of general Burgoyne by ~~ 
2. ; Y genera} 
Gates, in the autumn of +. 
length induced the court of Fr. ; 
mY rance 
to accede to the propofals made m1 
congrefs; and about the end of the 
above vear, or the beginning of 
1778, a treaty of alliance and com. 
merce was concluded and fien ° 
tween France and America, oh 
involved England in a war with the 
former. Mr. Le Roi aflerts that he 
had a confiderable fhare in this trang. 
a¢tion, by ftrongly advifing Mr, 
Maurepas not to lofe a fingle mo. 
ment if he withed to fecure the 
friendthip of America, and detach 
it from the mother country. He 
alfo adds that he never faw a man fo 
much overjoyed as Dr. Franklin was 
on the day when lord Stormont, 
the Britifh ambaffador, quitted Paris 
on account of the rupture between 
the two courts. We had dined 
“ together,” fays he, “and the doc- 
* tor, who was generally very grave 
“ and compofed, appeared that day 
* to be quite another perfon.” In 
fhort, by a feries of events happy 
for America and fatal to Great- 
Britain, im Jefs than feven years this 
great man faw his country free, and 
had the hanewr and glory, in 178%, 
of figning articles of peace with the 
Britifh commiliioners. 
“~’Till this period he had enjoyed 
a {tate of uninterrupted health, though 
he was fometimes incommoded by 
fits of the gout; but in 1782 it at- 
tacked him in a moft violent man- 
ner, accompanied with a paintul 
nephritic cholic. It appears that this 
was the origin of thote gravelly com 
plaints with which he was afterwards 
troubled; for, in the courfe of 1783, 
he felt very acute pains, which gon- 
tinued to increafe. 
“ Having now feen his wifhes ac- 
g complithed, 











complithed, and peace eftablifhed, 
his principal defire was to return to 
chat country in which he firft drew 

and which he had to greatly 
benefited by his labours, and honour- 
ed by his difcoveries. He therefore 


requefted to be recalled, and, aiter 


folicitations, Mr. — 

inted in his room, When 
devellor arrived, he repaixed to 
Havrecle-Grace, and crofhng the 
channel, embarked at Newport, in 
the fe of Wight, and, after a fa- 
vourable patlige, «rt ived fafe at Phi- 
ladelphia in the month of September, 
198<. As foon as he landed, he was 
received amidft the acclamations of 
an immenfe multitude, who flocked 
from all parts to fee him, and who 
conduéted him ia triumph to his own 
houfe. Inthe courfe of a tew days 
he was vifited by the members of 
fs, and the gate rohaerse 

tants of Philadelphia and its neigh- 
bourhood. He was2{fterwardschofen, 
fortwo years fucceilively, prefident 
of the aflembly of Philadelphia ; 
but his great age, and the painful dif- 
order by which he was attacked, not 
permitting hiin to engage longer in 
public affairs, he requetted and ob- 
tained permillion to retire, and to 


pais the remainder of his life in tran-: 


quillity, and that he might offer up 
vows for the profperity of his coun- 
try, and edule in his favourite 
fudy, natural philofophy. He died 
on the 17th of April, 1790, at Phi- 
ladelphia, in the %sth year of his 
age; and every honour was paid to 
his memory that could be rendered 
to fo oo smi and celebrated a 
aan We fhall fubjoin Mr. 

Roi’s character of him: * Calm, 
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- He had one peculiarity in 
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circumfpedt, and compofed, like 
alih® countrymen, during his long 
refidence in France, and under 
the moft delicate dircumftances, 
no one could ever reproach him 
with uttering a fingle word or ex. 
prefiton capable of engaying him 
in any quarrel or dilpute; a cir- 
cumftance extremely rare in ae 
man towards whom the eves of 
every boily were diretted, and con- 
fidering the part which he had to 
att. He pofleifed all that bold. 
nets which is neceflary for fup- 
porting great events, and which 
belongs only to exalted minds, 
who, having weighed every thing, 
look upon thele events as necef- 
jary and infallible confequences, 

) his cha- 
racter which has not been fufh- 
ciently remarked; this was, that 
he always confidered how he fhould 
furvey objects in the moft dimple 
manger. In his philofophical and 
political views he caught the plain- 
eft fide of the queftion. ‘The 
cafe was the fame. when he ex- 
Eee any point of natural phi- 
ofophy, or the conftruétion of a 
machine, _In fhort, by a happy: 
taleat, while the greater part of 
mankind cannot attain truth and: 
fimmpiicity but by a long cireuit 
and multiplied etforts, his genius 
conducted him to the fimpleft me- 
thods of explaining any  pheno- 
menon, of conitructing fuch ma- 
chines as he had occafion for ; and, 
in fhort, of falling upon thofe ex- 
pedients which were beft calculated 
to enfure fuccefs to his projects, 
and to thofe commiflions which 
were entrutted to hiscare.” 
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"The CHARACTER of SOAME JENYNS, Efy, 


{From Mr. Core’s Sxercnes of the Lire of the AuTuor, 
to the Firft Volume of his Works. } 


“ E was a man of great mild- 

nefs, gentlenefs, and fweet- 

nefs.of temper, which he manifefted 

to all with whom he had concerns, 
either in the bufinefs of life ar its 

focial intercourfe. His earneft de- 
fire was, as far as it was poilible, 

never to offend any perfon ; and he 
amade fuch allowances, even for thofe 
who in their difpofitions differed 
from him, that he was rarely of- 
fended with others; of which, ina 

long life, he gave many notable in- 
ftances. He was ftrict in the per- 
formance of religious duties in pub- 
Jic, and a conftant practifer of them 
in private ; ever profefling the great- 
eft veneration for the church of 
England and its government, as by 
law eftablifhed ; holding her liturgy 
as the ft and moft perfe& form 
of public worthip in any eftablifhed 
elvurch in Chriftendom ; but though 
he gave it the preference in compa- 
rifon with other churches, which, 
witly Grotius, he thought had de- 
parted from the inftitutions of the 
more primitive Chriftian church, 
yet he thought that alterations and 
amendments might be made in it, 
which:would render it more perfect 
than itis in its prefent ftate, and’ 
which he earneftly defired to have 
feen accomplifhed by thofe who were 
oP wks authorized. But though 
uch wag his difpofition, fuch his de- 

fire, he at the fame time exprefled 
his moft-ardent with that it might 
remain in its prefent form, until the 
alterations propofed to be made there- 
in were all agreed upon and finally 

fettled: for he wifely forefaw the 

dangerous confeqnences that may 


arife to a long-e tablithed religious 


Prefined 


or civil government, from alteri 
or doing away any part of it, how 
ever warranted by reafon or found 
policy, before it 1s abfolutely deter. 
mined what fhall in future be adope. 
ed. In private life he was omog 
amiable and engaging, for he was 
pollefied of a welinletead mind, 
accompanied by an uncommon vein 
of the moft lively, fpirited, and ges 
nuine wit, which always flowed 
copioufly amongtt thofe with whom 
he converfed, but which was tem 
pered with fucha kindnefs of na. 
ture, that it never was the caufe of 
uneafinefs to any of thofe with whom 
he lived; this made his acquaintance 
much fought after and courted by all 
thofe who had a tafte for brilliant 
converfation, being well affured that 
they would be delighted with it 
where he was ; and that, though they 
did not pofltfs the fame talent, they 
never would be cenfured by him be- 
caufe' they wanted it. 

“ This fo gentle an exertion of fo 
rare a quality he not only ftri¢tly ob- 
ferved himfelf, but was alwaysmuch 
hurt if he obferved the want of it 
in others; and confidered every fally 
of wit, however bright it might be, 
which tended to the mortification of 
thofe who heard it, as one of its 
greateft abufes, fince he looked upon 
all pre-eminent gifts of the mind, be. 
ftowed by nature as much for the 
happinets of others, as of thofe wha 
potlefs them. 

“ And in this his delightful con- 
verfation he fo totally ab{tained from 
recurring to religion or icripture @ 
fubjeéts of his wit, that thofe who 
lived moft with him could not help 
obferving, that in his common and 
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focial hours, he ever ftrict- 
ly abftained from ufing the name of 
the Supreme Being, unlefs when it 
was rendered neceflary by the imme- 
diate fubject of the converfation. 

« No perfon ever felt more for 
the miferies of others than he did ; 
no perfon faw, or more ftrictly prac- 
rifed, the neceflity impofed on thofe 
who form. the fuperior ranks of life, 
whofe duty it is to reconcile the lower 
cafes to their prefent condition, by 
contributing the utmoft to make 
them happy; and thereby to.caufe 
them to fel as little of that difference 
as is poflible ; tor he was moft kind 
and courteous to all his inferiors, not 
only in his expreflions and in his be- 
haviour, but in affifting them in all 
their wants and dittrefles, as far as he 
could; ever confidering his poor 
neighbours in the country as parts of 
his family, and, as fuch, entitled to 
his care and protection. 

“ He fpent his fummers at his 
houfe in the country, refiding there 
with hofpitality to his tenants and 
neighbours, and never fuffered any 
places at that feafon calculated for 
public diverfions to allure him; for 
he faid he could at that time do more 
good in his own parifh than in any 
other fituation. 

“ He frequently lamented the pre- 
vailing fafhion of the later times of 
his ie, which carried gentlemen 
with their families from London, 
when it is deferted’ by all whofe ab- 
ience can be difpenfed with, to places 
far diftant from their houfes and an- 
cient feats in the country; opened 
chiefly for the reception of thofe 
who with to continue the fcenes of 
difiipation they have left ; whence it 
is, that the money which fhould re- 
vert to the diftricts from which it was 
received, is turned into a different 
channel ; tenants are deprived of the 
advantages they are in fome degree 
eauded to, from its expenditure 
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amongft them; hofpitality done 
away, and the ftream of charity, 
etre otherwife have gladdened 

e hearts of their poor neighbours, 
is {topped ; their iSferiors rived 
of their example, encouragement, 
and protection, in the practice of re. 
ligion and virtue, and thereby the 
manners of the country altered for 
the worfe, which neceflarily occafions 
great mifchiefs to the public. 

“ Such was the ies in his pri- 
vate walk of life; and the principles 
on which that conduct was rem 3 
when expanded as motives for his 
public character in a larger {phere of 
action, rendered him equally praife- 
worthy in that as in the former. 

“ When he was in the country, 
he conftantly aéted as a magiftrate im 
his own diftriet, and attended all thofe 
meetings which were holden for the 
purpofes of public juttice. 

“ From the general opinion that 
was entertained of his inflexible in- 
tegrity, and fuperior underftanding, 
he was much reforted to in that cha- 
racter at home. From his. natural 
fagacity, quick difcernment, and long 
experience, on hearing and examin- 
ing the parties, he feldom failed of 
obtaining a compleat knowledge of 
the cafes that came before him ; and 
was thereby enabled to determine ac- 
cording to the rules of compleat juf- 
tice ; always giving his reafons for 
what he did, with a clearnefs and 
perfpicuity peculiar to himfelf, and 
thofe reafons exprefled in words fo 
accommodated to the underftanding 
of all who heard him, that few or 
none departed diffatistied with his de- 
cifions. ‘Though he was not bred to 
the ftudy of the law, his underftand- 
ing, like old Cato in bis character by 
Livy, was fuch, that he could apply 
it to every purpofe for which it was 
wanted. When in the courfe of con- 
verfation, among other topics that 
arofe, the duty of a magifirate had 
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its place, and the pains attending it, 
as alfo the difficulties from the num- 
ber and variety of powers with 
which the Jegiflature had entrufted 
him were aflerted, he ufed to fay, 
that he thought himfett fingularly 
happy, that, on a recollection ot the 
many years he had acted in the com- 
miflion of the peace, he had never 
been called to the court of King’s 
Bench to account for his not under- 
ftanding an act of parliament, of 
which he was often one of the 
makers; which had fometismes hap- 

ned to thofe in his fituation ; and 
that he had been amply compenfated 
for the pains he had taken, and the 
difficulties he had met with during 
his long exercife of that civil office, 
by the many opportunities which he 
had been gratified with of reconcil- 
ing thofe who camp before him in- 
flamed with the highett degree of 
hatred to each other; for he con- 
fidered that beatitude, which is pro- 
nounced on the peace-makerfs, as an 
effential part ot the internal evi- 
dence of the truth of the Chrifiian 
religion. 

“ His firft entrance into parlia- 
ment was in the lait year of the ad- 
miniftration of that able and honeit 
minifter fir Robert Walpole, whofe 
memory hath a title to be enrolled 
' iduindl the faichfulleft fervants of 
the crown, and trueft friends to the 
liberties arid real interefts of the 
people, that the Brittth empire hath 

een bleffed with during the prefent 
or any former century. 

“ ‘Through this year our author 
attended all long days and nights in 
the Houfe of Commons, which the 
gn {pent in hunting that mi- 
nifter into the toils, which they had 
made to take him, under the hack- 
neyed and fpecious colour of purfu- 
ing the enemies to the happinefs and 
intereits of the country. 
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«“ Unknown to fir R 
unconneéted with him bea 
ance or private regard, he fy 7 
him to the utmoft of his power, til) 
he retired from his hich fhati 
making room for thofe who foon 
fhewed the lofs the nation fultained 
by the fad exchange. 

** Long before he came into par. 
liament, he had lived in the world 
with thofe of the beft fathion, from 
which fociety the hiftory of thofe 
who took the moft a¢tive part in beth 
houfes of parliament, their connec. 
tions, principles, and objetts, might 
be eafily obtained; of which o 
portunities he did not fail to avail 
himfelf, as from no other fource, at 
that period, could fuch knowledge, 
with any degree of certainty, be 
had. 

‘© Not being bred to any profef. 
fion, or early inftituted in civil bui- 
nefs, by which the powers of {peak- 
ing in public are often called forth 
and nurtured, though endued with 
great quicknefs of comprehenfion, 
which enabled him well to under. 
{tand, not only what others faid, but 
what they meant by the feveral parts 
they took in debate, a faculty of 
difcrimination moft neceflary in 
pular affemblies; yet not having 
that rompta et profufa eloquentia 
which Tacitus afcribes to Auguttus, 
and which our author thought thofe 
ought to have, who called for, and 
claimed the fole attention of a great 
aflembly, he feldom or ever {poke, 
whilft fitting in parliament. 

“© From having long had a feat at 
the board of trade, and conftantly 
attending his duty there, he gained 
an underftanding of the great out 
lines of the commercial interefts of 
this country ; and, though he never 
employed himfelf in acquiring the 
knowledge of a minute detail of its 
particular branches, yet, yee ge 
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neral commerce happened to be the 
fudject of converfation, he difcourfed 
it pertinently, and much to the 
information of thofe that were pre- 
fent, having never failed to avail 
himfelf of the knowledge which was 
brought to that board by merchants 
of the firft eminence, who frequently 
ied to it on great objects of na- 
tional concern, as connected with its 
commerce. ‘Though he never pub- 
lithed any thing on this fubject, yet 
it was an object that engaged much 
of his attention, and on which he 
had made up in his mind certain 
inciples, trom which he never de- 
parted ; ia mott of which, thofe to 
whom he communicated them deem- 
ed him well warranted, 

« He always confidered the Bri- 
tihh empire as enlarged beyond the 
bounds dictated by found policy; 
that thofe parts of it fituated beyond 
the Atlantic Ocean to the weft, be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope to the 
ealt, were at too great a diftance to 
be governed as they ought to be; 
that the American colonies were too 
kindly foftered by the mother coun- 
try; that the millions expended in 

romoting their growth would, at 
aft, rear them to 2 height at which 
they would think themfelves entitled 
to atk for emancipation from their 
perent ftate; an obfervation he often 
made before the event happened, and 
he lived to fee with regret his pro- 
phecy, with confequences he did not 
lorefee, become true hiftory. 

“ He always beheld our conquefts 
in the Eaft Indies with a real con- 
cern, and confidered the great influx 
of wealth, brought thence into this 
country, by the individuals who had 
there acquired it, as an ample re- 
Venge for the unjuft depredations 
committed on the territorial poffef- 
fons of their princes, ever confider- 
lag thofe depredations as being the 
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moft enormous aéts of injuftice that 
could be fhewn from one ftate to 
another, and that this was heightened 
by a moft flagrant act of ingrati- 
tude for the original permiflion of 
commercial eftablifhments made on 
their coafts, in order that trade might 
be carried on to more advantage; 
for which permifiion the natives 
were entitled to the moft perfeé 
amity, and every public focial inter. 
courte fhewn to the moft favoured 
nations. Sometimes he would add, 
that though Afia had in her turn 
been often conquered by all who at- 
tacked her, vet that the wealth 
brought from thence by the con- 
querors into their refpective domi- 
nions, had always introduced with 
it fo great luxury, that thereby thofe 
virtues by which they became con- 
querors, were at lait enfeebled and 
done away, infomuch that Afia in 
her turn became the conqueror; of 
which he initanced, amongft others, 
the decline and fail of the Roman 
einpire as a lafting evidence. He 
contidered the Eaft Indies and Ame- 
rica as two immenfe difproportion- 
ate wings to the finall body of the 
ifland, and expreffed his fears left, at 
fome time or other, they might fly 
away with the Britifh empire. 

As an author, fo long as a true 
tafte of fine writing fhall exift, he 
will have a_ dittinguifhed place 
amongit thofe who have excelled. 
Whatever he hath publithed, whe- 
ther he played with his mufe, or 
appeared in the plain livery of profe, 
was fought for with avidity, and 
read with pleafure, by thofe who at 
the time were efteemed the beft 
judges of compofition. A minute 
criticifm on their feveral excellences 
is unneceffary, as the public fanétion 
hath ftamped their merit. Suffice it 
to fay, that his poems are on the 
moft pleafing fubjeéts, and are exe- 


cuted 
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cuted with a warm animation of 
fancy, fterling wit, and, at the fame 
time, great correctnefs, 

« As awriter of profe, whoever 
will examine his ftile, will find that 
he is entitled to a place amongft the 

reft and correéteft writers of the 

tngliflh languase. He always puts 
per words in proper places, and 
Rath at the fame time a variety in 
different members of his periods, 
which would otherwife tire and dif- 
guft the reader with their famenefs; 
a failure which may be found in fome 
of the works of thofe to whom the 
public have afcribed a fuperior de- 
gree of merit. But this variety oc- 
cafions no difficulty or embarraff- 
ment in the fenfe intended to be con- 
veyed, which always at firft fight ap- 
ars clear, and is eafy to be com- 
prehended, fo that the reader is never 
ftopped in his progrefs to ftudy what 
is meant. 

« This is his charaéteriftic as a 
writer, on whatever fubjeét he en- 
gaged, whether it were ferious or 
called for his wit, whether political, 






moral, religious, or metaphyfica} 
His matter 1s always moft pertig 
to the fubjeét which he handles: he 
reafons with clofenefs and precifio 
and always, by a regular chain of 
argument, arrives at the conclufions 
which he profeffes is his defign to 
eftablith. And whoever will attend 
to the exertions of his mind, mani. 
fefting at fome times the trueft hy. 
mour and the moft lively wit, g 
other times the moft regular chain of 
argument, with the niceft difcrimi. 
nation and marked differences of ab. 
{tract ideas, cannot but allow, that 
as wit confifts in quickly aflemblin 
ideas, and putting thofe tovether 
with readinefs and variety, wherein 
can be found any refemblance ; and 
judgment, on the contrary, in care. 
fully feparating ideas from one ano- 
ther, and examining them apart; 
I fay, he cannot but allow that our 
author was one of thofe very few 
who liave appearedin the world pof- 
feffed of thete two almoft difcordant 
talents of the underftanding.” 
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MANNERS or NATIONS. 


The STATE of SCIENCE, ARTS, and PUBLIS MANNERS, 
at ATHENS, under the ApMinistration of PERICLES, 


(From the Second Volume of Mr. Mirroayp’s Hiftory of Gr EECE.] 


unengaged in any hotti ities; 
a interval of perfect peace 
than fhe had before known In above 
forty years elapfed fince fhe rofe 
from her afhes after the Perfian in- 
vafon. Itisa wonderful and fingu- 
lar phenomenon in the hiftory of 
mankind, too little accounted for by 
any thing recorded by ancient, or 
imagined by modern writers, that, 
during this period ef turbulence, in 
a lite commonwealth whofe whole 
lation in free fubjects amounted 
fcarcely to thirty thoufand families, 
at, feience, fine tafte, and politenefs, 
fhould have rifen to that perfection 
which has made Athens the miftrefs 
of the world through all fucceeding 
ages, Some fciences have indeed 
been carried higher in modern times, 
and art has put forth new branches, 
of which fome have given new helps 
to feience: but Athens, in that age, 
reached a perfection of tafte that no 
country hath fince furpaffed ; but, on 
the contrary, all have looked up to, 
a to a polée ftar, by which, after 
finking in the deepeft barbarifim, 
tafte has been guided in its reftora- 
tion to {plendor, and the obfervation 
of which will probably ever be the 
fureft prefervative againft its future 
Be mn: and decay. 
“ Much of thefe circumftances of 
glory to Athens, “and of improve- 
1790, 


“ A teeie now refted fix heh 


ment, fince fo extenfively fpread 
over the world, was owing to Pe- 
ricles. Peififtratus, had nourifhed the 
infancy of Attic genius, Pericles 
brought it to maturity. In the age 
of Peififtratus books were fearcely 
known, fcience was vague, and art 
ftill rude. But, during the turbu- 
lent period which intervened, things 
had been fo wonderfully prepared 
that, in the age of Pericles, fcience 
and every polite art waited, as it 
were, oat his magic touch to exhi- 
bit them tothe world in meridian 
{fplendor. ‘The piilotopher Anaxas, 
goras, of Clazomen#, whofe force of 
underftanding and extent of fcience 
acquired him the appellation of the 
Intellect, had been the tutor of the 
youth of Pericles, and was the friend 
of his riper years. Among thofe 
with whom Pericleschiefly converfed 
was alfo the Athenian Pheidias, in 
whom, with a capacity for every 
fcience, was united the fublimelt 
enius for the fine arts, which he 
profeffed ; and Damon, who, pro- 
fefling only mufic, was efteemed the 
ableft {peculative politician that the 
world had yet produced. Nor muft 
the celebrated Afpafia be omitted in 
the enumeration of thofe to whom 
Pericles was indebted for the culti- 
vation of his mind; fince we have 
it on the authority of Plato, that 
Socrates himfelf acknowledged to 

c’ have 
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have profited from the inftruction of 
that extraordinary woman. 

It will not be the place here to 
enlarge upon the manners, any more 
than upon thearts and knowledge, of 


the age of Pericles; yet it may be’ 


requifite to advert to one point in 
which a great change had taken place 
fince the age which Homer has de- 
{cribed. ‘Lhe politica) circumitances 
of Greece, and particularly of 
Athens, had contributed much to 
exclude women of rank from gene- 
ral fociety. The turbulence to which 
every commonwealth was continual- 
ly liable from the contentions of fac- 
tion, made it often unfafe, or at leait 
unpleafant for them to go abroad, 
But in democracies their fituation was 
peculiarly untoward. That form of 
government compelled the men to 
affociate all with all. The general 
affembly neceflarily called all toge- 
ther; and the vote of the meaneft 
citizen being there of equal ‘value 
with that of the higheft, the more 
numerous body of the poor was al- 
ways formidable to the wealthy few. 
Hence followed the utmoft conde- 
fcenfion from the rich to the multi- 
tude; and not only to the collected 
multitude, but at al] times to every 
individua]l, To thefe who fought 
honours or commands, and offen 
even to thofe who only defired fecu- 
rity for their property, it wes necef- 
fairy, not only to meet them upon a 
footing of equality in the general 
affembly, but to affociate with them 
in the gymnafia and the porticoes, 
‘The ladies, to avoid a fociety which 
their fathers and hufbands could not 
avoid, lived with their female flaves, 
thut up within a pert of the houfe 
appropriated to them, affociating 
fittle with one another, and fearcely 
at all with the mén, even their near- 
eft relations, and feldom appearing 
jn public but at thofe religious fefti- 
vals, in which ancient cuftom pre- 


fcribed that the women fhould begp 
a part. Hence the education of the 
Grecian ladies in general, and par: 
cularly the Athenian, was fcarcely 
avove that of their flaves ; and, J 
we find them exhibited in lively - 
ture in the little treatife upon do. 


meftic economy remainin g to us from 


Xenophon, they were equaily of yp. 
inftruéted minds and unformed 
manners. 

“ To the deficiencies to which 
women of rank were thus cop. 
demned, by cuftom derived chiegy 
from the political circumftances of 
the country, was owing that compa. 
rative fuperiority through which 
fome of the Grecian courtezans at. 
tained extraordinary renown, Care. 
fully inftruéted in every elegant ac. 
complifhment, and, from tay eae 
accuftomed to converfe among men, 
and even men of the higheit rank 
and moft approved talents, if they 
poflefled underftanding it became cul. 
tivated ; and to their houfes men re. 
forted, not merely in the low purfuit 
of fenfual pleafure, but to enjoy, 
often in the moft polifhed company, 
the charms of female connie 
which, with women of rank and 
character, was totally forbidden. 
Hence, at the time of the invafion 
under Xerxes, the influence of the 
Milefian courtezan Thargelia is faid 
to have engaged more than one Gre- 
cian city in the Perfian intereft ; and 
the fame Thargelia was afterward 
ratfed to the throne of Theffaly. 

‘© Afpafia was alfo a Milefian, the 
daughter of Axiochus; for her ce- 
lebrity has preferved her father’s 
name. With uncommon beauty 
were joined in Afpafia {till more ua- 
common talents; and, with a mind 
the moft cultivated, manners fo de- 
cent, that, in her more advanced 
years, not only Socrates profeffed to 
have learned eloquence from her, 
but, as Plutarch relates, the ladies of 
on : Atheuws 
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Athens ufed to accompany their huf- 

to her houfe for the inftruc- 
tion of her converfation. — Pericles 
hecame her pailionate admirer, and 
fhe attached herfelf to him while he 
lived ; according to Plutarch he di- 
vorced his wife, with whom he had 
lived on ili terms, to marry her. We 
are informed on higher authority, 
that he was not fortunate in his fa- 
mily, his fons being mentioned by 
Plato as youths of mean under- 
fending. After he was once firmly 
etabliflied at the head of the Athe- 
nian adminiftration, he patied his 
little Jeifure from public bufinefs 
mottly in company with Afpafia and 
a few fele& friends; avoiding that 
extenfive fociety in which the Athe- 
nians in general delighted, and fel- 
dom feen by the people but in the 
exercife of fome public office, or 
{peaking in the general affembly ; a 
relerve, perhaps, as advantageous 
to him, as the contrary conduct was 
neceflary to the ambitious who were 
yet but afpiring at greatnefs, or to 
the wealthy without power, who de- 
fired fecurity to their property. 

« Policy united with natural in- 
dination to induce Pericles to pa- 
tronize the arts, and call forth their 
fineft productions for the admira- 
tion and delight of the Athenian 
people. The Athenian people were 
the defpotic fovereign, Pericles, the 
favourite and minifter; whofe bufi- 
neis it was to indulge the fovereign’s 
caprices that he might direct their 
meafures ; and he had the kill often 
to direct even their caprices. That 
fine tafte, which he poffeifed emi- 
nently, was in fome degree general 
among the Athenians; and the gra- 
tification ofthat fine tafte was one 
mean by which he retained his in- 
fluence. Works were undertaken, 
according to the expreflion of Plu- 
larch, in whofe time they ftill re- 
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mained perfe%, of ftupendous mage 
nitude, and in form and grace ini- 
mitable; all calculated for the ace 
commodation, or in fome way for 
the gratification, of the multitude. 
Pheidias was fuperintendant of the 
works: under him many architects 
and artifts were employed, whofe 
merit entitled them to fame with 
pofterity, and of whofe works (fuch 
is the hardne‘s of the Attic marble, 
their principal material, and the 
roi of the Attic atmofphere) ree 
ics which have efcaped the violence 
of men, {till after the lapfe of more 
than two thouf-nd years, exhibit all 
the perfection of defign, and even 
of workmanfhip, which earned that 
fame. 

* Meanwhile Pheidias himfelf was 
executing wotks of ftatuarv, which 
were, while they lafted, the admi- 
ration of fucceeding times. Nor 
does the teftimony to thefe works, 
which are now totally, or almoft to. 
tally loft, reft merely upon Grecian 
report; for the Komans, when in 
poffeffion of all the moft exquifite 
productions of Grecian art, fcanty 
relics of which have excited the 
wonder, and formed the tafte of mo- 
dern ages, were at a lofs to exprefs 
their admiration of the fublimity 
of the works of Pheidias. When 
fuch was the perfection of the art of 
fculpture, it were a folecifm to fup- 
pofe that the fifter art of painting 
could be mean, fince the names of 
Panznus, brother of Pheidias, and 
Zeuxis and Parrhafius, cotempora- 
ries, remained always among the mcft 
celebrated of the Grecian fchool. 
At the fame time the chafte fublimity 
of the great tragic poets Aifchylvs, 
Sophocles, and Euripides, and that 
extraordinary mixture of the moft 
elegant fatire with the groffeit buf- 
foonery the old:comedy, as it is call. 
ed, were alternately exhibited in 
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immenfe theatres, at the public ex- 
pence, and for the amufement of the 
whole people. ; 

« Thus captivating the Athenians 
by their relifh for matters of tafte 
and their paflion for amufement, 
Pericles contirmed his authority prin- 
cipally by that great inftrument for 
the management of a people, his 
eloquence: but this was fupported 
by unremitted affiduity in public bu- 
finefs, and evident fuperiority of ca- 
pacity for the conduct of it; but, 
above all, by an oftentatious inte- 
grity. The ‘whole Athenian com- 
monwealth thus, with all its appur- 
tenances, or, in the words of co- 
temporary authors, revenues, armies, 
fleets, iflands, the fea, influence in 
various ftates of Greece, and among 
many barbarous nations, friendflip 
and alliances with kings and various 
potentates, all were in a manner his 
poffeiiion. But while thus, during 
fifteen years, commanding the Athe- 
nian empire, fo ftrict and fcrupu- 
Jous euthic economy in his private 
affairs, that he is faid neither to have 
increafed nor dimindsfhed his paternal 
eitate by a fingle drachma. 

“ While fuch was the political 
power of Pericles, fuch at the fame 
time was the popular licentioufnefs 
of Athens, that the comic poets did 
not fear to vent, in the public 
theatres, the grofleft jokes upon his 

rfon, the fevereft invectives againtt 
fis adminiftration, and even the mott 
abominable calumuies upon his cha- 
racter. His connection with Afpatia 
was not likely to efcape their fatire. 
She was called, on the public ftage, 
the Omphalé of her time, the Deia- 
neira, and even the Juno. Many 
circumtances of the adminittration of 
Pericles were malevolently attributed 
to her influence, and« much grofs 
aOuie and much improbable calumuty 
War ven.ed ag. init both of them. It 
would indeed be icarcely poffible to 


diftinguifh almoft any truth amid the 
licentioufnefs of wit, and the wlan 
lence, not to fay the atrocioufnefy, 
of gre at Athens, 
enerally,. tor this interefting por 

a hiflory, the sort rper pene 
gulcance of a cotem. 

porary author, Thucydides fon of 
O} rus, of uncommon abilities and 
{ti!l mor: uncommon impartiality 
and whote ample forttine, great cbak 
nections, and high ituation in the 
commonwealth, opened to him fy. 
perior means of information, For 
what is omitted in the concife re. 
view of Grecian affairs which he has 
prefixed to his hiftory of the Pelopop- 
nefien war, we have fometimes fome 
teftimony from Xenophon, Plato, 
Ariftotle, Ifocrates, or the orators, 
To later writers, when not in fome 
degree fupported by thefe, it is el. 
dam fafe to truft. Sometimes they 
have adopted reports carelefsly ; and 
often, as we find Plutarch frequently 
acknowledying, they have been una- 
ble to develope truth amid contra 
diétion. and improbability. Indeed 
Plutarch, though often extreme! 
negligent, is yet our beft affiftant. 
He frequently quotes his authorities ; 
and where unbiaffed by fome evident 
prejudice, he is generally impartial. 
“ We may truft the united autho- 
rities of Thucydides and Plutarch, 
notwithftanding the vague accufa- 
tions reported by Diodorus and 
others, that the clear integrity of Pe- 
ricles, not leis than the wifdom of 
his public conduct, was his fhield 
againit the feurrility of the comic 
poets, fo adapted to make imprefiion 
on the popular mind, as well as 
againft every effort of the oppofing 
orators. One great point, however, 
of his policy, was to keep the peopie 
always either amufed or employed. 
During peace an exercifing iquadron 
of fixty trireme galleys was fent out 
for‘eight months in every year. Not 
was this without a farther ufe than 
merey 


had we not 
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engaging the attention of the 

, and aeeany the navy in 

r, Himfelf occafionally took 

the command of this fquadron; and 
failing among the diftant dependen- 
cies of the empire, fettled difputes 
between them, and confirmed the 
wer and extended influence of 
Athens. The A‘gean and the Pro- 
ontis did not bound his voyages: 
fe penetrated into the Euxine ; and* 
finding the diftant Grecian fettle- 
ment of Sinope divided between Ti- 
mefiles’, who affected the tyranny, 
and an oppofing party, he left there 
Lamachus with thirteen fhips, and 
a body of land forces, with whofe 
afiftance to the popular fide the ty- 
rant and thofe of his faction were 
expelled. Their houfes and proper- 
ty, divided into fix hundred lots, 
were oflered to fo many Athenian 
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citizens; and volunteers were not 
wanting to go upon fuch conditions 
to fettle at Sinopé. To difburthen 
the government at home, by provid- 
ing advantageous eftablifhments, in 
diftant parts, for the poor and dif- 
contented among the fovereign citi- 
zens of Athens, was a policy often 
reforted to by Pericles- It was dur- 
ing his adminiftration, and, accord- 
ing to Diodorus, in the fame year 
in which the thirty years truce was 
concluded, that the deputation came 
from the Theffalian adventurers, 
who had been expelled by the Cros 
toniats from their attempted efta- 
blifhment in the deferted territory 
of Sybaris; and under his patronage 
the colony was eftablifhed with 
which the hiftorian Herodotus and 
the legiflator Charondas fettled at 
Thurium.,” 





SKETCHES of the CUSTOMS and MANNERS of the 
ABYSSINIANS. 


[From the Third Volume of Mr. Bauce’s Trave s.] 


Account of the King’s triumphant En- 
try into bis Capital, atrended by the 
Ras Michael, his Prime Minifver, 
and the other Officers of State, afier 
having obtained a fignal Victory 
over bis rebellious Subjedts. 


. HE next day, which was the 

icth, the army marched in- 
to the town in triumph, and the Ras 
at the head of the troops of Tigre. 
He was bareheaded; over his fhoul- 
ders, and down to his back, hung a 
Pallium, or cloak, of black velvet, 
with a filver fringe. A boy, by his 
right ftirrup, held a filver wand of 
about five teet and a half long, much 


like the ftaves of our great officers at 
court. Behind him all the foldiers, 





who had flain an enemy, and taken 
the fpoils from them, had their lances 
and firelocks ornamented with fmall 
fhreds of fcarlet cloth, one piece for 
every man he had flain. 
«Remarkable among all this mul- 

titude was Hagos, door-keeper of 
the Ras. ‘This man, always well- 
armed and well mounted, had fol- 
lowed the wars of the Ras from 
his infancy, and had been fo fortu- 
nate in this kind of fingle combat, 
that his whole lance and javelin, horfe 
and perfon, were covered over with 
the fhreds of fearlet cloth. At this 
laft battle of Fagitta, Hagos is faid to 
have flain eleven men with his own 
hand. Indeed there is nothing more 
fallacious than judging of a man’s 
C 3 courage 
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courage by thefe marks of conquefts. 
A 2601 horfeman, armed with a coat 
of mail, upona ftrong, well-led, well- 
winded horfe, may, alter a defeat, 
kill as many of thefe wretched, weary, 
naked fugitives, as he pleafes, con- 
fining himfelf to thofe that are weak - 
W, mounted upon tired horfes, and 
covered only with goat's-fkins, or that 
are flying on foot. 

«Ome thing remarkable in this 
cavalcade, which I obferved, was the 
head-drefs of the governors of pro- 


vinces,. A large broad fillet was 
bound upon their forehead, and tied 
behind their head. In the middle of 


this was a horn, or a conical piece of 
filver, gilt, about four inches long, 
much in the fhape of our common 
candle extinguifhers. This is called 
kirn, or horn, and 3s only worn tn 
reviews or parades after victory. 
This I apprehend, like all other of 
their ufages, is taken from the He- 
Brews, aud the feveral allufions made 
in {cripture to it arife from this prac- 
tice :---* | faid unto fools, deal not 
“ foolifhly ; and to the wicked, lift 
“« not "p the horn”---“ Lift not up 
“your horn on high; fpeak not 
“ with a ftitf neck”---“ Por promo- 
# tion cometh,” &c.---* But my horn 
4¢ fhalt thou exalt like the horn of 
an unicorn”---“ And the horn of 
* the righteous fhall be exalted with 
“honour.” And fo in many other 
places throughout the Pfalms. 

“ Next to thefe came the king, 
with a fillet of white muflin about 
three inches broad, binding his fore- 
head, tied with a large double knot 
behind, and hanging down about 
two feet on his back. About him 
were the great officers of ftate, fuch 
of the young nobility as were without 
command ; and after thefe, the houfe. 
hold troops. 

“ Then followed the Kanitz Kit- 
fera, or executioner of the camp, 


and his attendants ; and, laft of i, 
‘ 7 


amidft the king’s and the Rag’s bag. 
gage, came aman bearing the yg 
ed {kin of the untortunate \ ootheks 
vipon a pole, “ hix h he hung upon 
a branch of the tree, before the king's 
palace, approoriated for public exe. 
cutions.” 


The Author "s Jy troduFion fo the P, ime 
Minifier. 


“ We went in and faw the old 
man fitting upon a fofa; his white 
hair was drefled in many fhoet curls, 
He appeared to he thoughtful, but 
not difpleafed ; his face was lean, his 
eves quick and vivid, but feemed to 
be a little fore from expofure to the 
weather. He fcemed to be about 
fix teet high, though his lamenefs 
made tt ditheult to guefs with accu. 
racy. His aw was perfectly free 
from conttraint, what the French 
call decageé. In face and perfon he 
was fiker my learned at worthy 
friend, the count de Buffon, than 
any two met I ever faw in the world, 
They muft have been bad phyfiog- 
nomiits that did not difcern his ¢a- 
pacity and underftamding by his very 
countenance. Every look conveyed 
a fentiment with it: he feemed to 
have no occafion for other language, 
and indeed he fpoke little. 1 offer- 
ed as ufual to kifs the ground before 
him; and of this he feemed to take 
little notice, ftretching out his hand 
and fhaking mine upon my rifing, 

“TI fat down with Aylo, three of 
four of the judges, Petros, Heikel the 
queen's chamberlain, and an Azage 
{rom the king’s houfe, who whifper- 
ed fomething in his ear, and went 
out; which interruption prevented 
me from fpeaking as I was prepared 
to do, or give him my prefent, which 
a man held behind me. He began 
gravely, “* Yagoube, I think that 1s 
“ your name, hear what I fay to you, 
“and mark what J recommend to 

yOUe 












































‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 








CUSTOMS and MANNERS of the ABYSSINIANS. [39] 


* 

ew vou. You are aman, I am told, 
u who make it your bufinefs to wan- 
« der in the fields in fearch after trees 
wand grafs in folitary places, and 
éto fit up all night alone looking 
# at the fars of the heavens ; other 
« countries are not like this, though 
«this was never fo bad as it Is now, 
«Thefe wretches here are enemies 
« toftrangers; if they faw you alone 
«jn your own parlour, their firit 
« thought would be how to murder 
« you ; though they knew they were 
«to get nothing by it, they would 
« murder you for mere mifchief.” 
« The devil is ftrong in them,” fays 
a voice from a corner of the room, 
which appeared to be that of a prieft. 
« Therefore,” fays the Ras, “alter a 
«Jong converfation with your friend 
“ Avo whofe advice [ hear you 
“ happily take, as indeed we all do, 
“Ihave thought that fituation beft 
« which leaves you at liberty to fol- 
« low your own defigns, at the fame 
«time that it puts your perfon in 
« fafety; that you will not be trou- 
“bled with monks about their relt- 
“ gious matters, or in danger from 
« thefe rafcals that may feek to mur- 
“ der you for money.” 

“ What are the monks?” fays the 
fame voice from the corner; “ the 
« monks will never meddle with fuch 
“4 man as this,”---“* Therefore the 
“ king,” continued the Ras, without 
taking any notice of the interruption, 
“ has appointed you ecislontt, and 
“to command the Koccob horfe, 
“which I thought to have given to 
“ Francis, an old foldier of mine ; 
“but he is poor, and we will provide 
“for him better, for thefe appoint- 
“ ments have honour, but little pro- 
“fit.” Sir,” fays Francis, who 
was in prefence, but behind, “ it is 
“in much more honourable hands 
“than either mine or the Arme- 
“nian’s, or any other white man’s, 


“ fince the days of Hutzd Menas, and 


“ fo I told the king to-day.” “ Very 
“ well, Francis,” ays the Ras; “ it 
“becomes a foldier to fpeak the 
“truth, whether it makes for or 
“‘againft himfelf. Go then to the 
“king, and kifs the ground upon 
** your appointment. I fee you have 
“already learned this ceremony of 
“ours; Aylo and Heikel are very 
“proper perfons to.go with you. 
“ The king expreffed his furprife to 
“me laft might he had not feen you ; 
“and there too is Tecla Mariam, 
* the king's fecretary, whocame with 
** your appointment from the palace 
“to-day.” The man in the corner, 
that I took for a prieft, was this 
‘Tecla Mariam, a feribe. Out of the 
king’s prefence men of this order 
cover their heads, as do the priefts, 
which was the reafon of my miftake. 

“ T then gave hima prefent, which 
he fcarce looked at, as a number of 
people were prefling in at the door 
from curiofity or bufinefs.” 


The Author's Introduction to the Kings 


“ ] went afterwards to the king's 
palace, and met Aylo and Heikel at 
the door of the prefence-chamber. 
‘Tecla Mariam walked before us to 
the foot of the throne; after which 
I advanced and proftrated myfelf 
upon the ground. 1] have brought 
“you a fervant,” fays he to the 
king, “from fo diftant a country, 
‘+ that if you ever let him efcape, we 
« fhall never be able to follow him, 
** or know where to feek him.” This 
was faid facetioufly by an old fami- 
liar fervant ; but the king made no 
reply, as far as we could guefs, for 
his mouth was covered, nor did he 
flew any alteration of countenance. 
Five people were ftanding on each 
fide of the throne, all young men, 
three on his left and two on his right, 
One of thefe, the fon of Tecla Ma- 
riam, (afterwards my great friend 
who ftood uppermoft on the le 
4 hand, 
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hand, came up, and taking hold of 
me by the hand, placed me immedi- 
ately above him; when ayer T had 
no Knife in my girdle, he pulled out 
his own and gave it tome. Upon 


being placed, I again kiffed the 
nd 


“ The king was in an alcove; the 
reft went out of fight from where the 
throne was, and fat down. The 
ufual queftions’ now began about 
Jerufalem and the holy places---where 
my country was? which it was im- 
poflible to defcribe, as they knew the 
fituation of no country but their own 
---why I came fo far ?---whether the 
moon and the ftars, but efpecially the 
moon, was the fame in my country 
as in theirs ?---and a great many fuch 
idle and tirefome queftions. I had 
feveral times offered to take my pre- 
fent from the man who held it, that 
I might offer it to his majefty and go 
away; but the king always made a 
fign to put it off, till, being tired to 
death with ftanding, I leaned againft 
the wall. Aylo was faft afleep, and 
Ayto Heikel and the Greeks curfing 
their mafter in their heart for fpoil- 
ing the good fupper that Anthuld 
his treafurer had prepared for us, 
This, as we afterwards found out, the 
king very well knew, and refolved to 
try our patience to the utmoft, At 
laft, Ayto Aylo ftole away to bed, 
and every body elfe after him, ex- 
cept thofe who had accompanied me, 
who were ready to die with thirft, 
and drop down with wearinefs. It 
was agreed by thofe that were out of 
fight, to fend Tecla Mariam to 
whifper in the king’s ear, that I had 
not been well, which he did, but no 
notice was taken of it. It was now 
paft ten o'clock, and he fhewed no 
inclination to goto bed. 

“ Hitherto, while there were 
ftrangers in the room, he had fpoken 
to us by an officer called Kal Hatzé, 


the voice or word of the k: ng; but 







page when aac were nine or ten of 
us, his mental fervants, on] 
he uncovered his fact and ie 
and {poke himfelf. Sometimes , 
was about Jerufalem, fometimes 2. 
bout horfes, at other times aboy 
fhooting ; again about the Indie. 
how far I could look into the hes. 
vens with my telefcopes: and all 
thefe were deliberately and circum. 
ftantially repeated, if ‘they were not 
intedly anf{wered. I was abfo. 
sa in defpair, and fcarcely able to 
is a word, inwardly mournin 
the hardnefs of my lot in this my 
firft preferment, and fincerely pray- 
ing it might be my laft promotion in 
this court. At laft all the Greeks 
begaz to be impatient, and got out 
of the corner of the room behind 
the alcove, and ftood immediately 
before the throne. The king feemed 
to be aftonifhed at feeing them, and 
told them he thought they had all 
been at home long ago. ‘They faid, 
however, they would not go without 
me; which the king faid could not 
be, for one of the duties of my em- 
ployment was to be charged with 
the door of his bed-chamber that 
night. 

‘¢ ] think I could almoft have 
killed him in that inftant. At laf 
Ayto Heikel, taking courage, came 
forward to him, pretending a mef- 
fage from the queen, and whifpered 
him fomething in the ear, probably 
that the Ras would take it ill. He 
then laughed, faid’he thought we had 
fupped, and difmiffed us.” 


Of the Marriage of the King, and 
the Treatment hewn to the Prince 
of the Blood Royal, 


“ The king in his marriage ufes no 
other ceremony than this :---he fends 
an Azage to the houfe where the 
lady lives, where the officer announces 
to her, it is the king’s pleafure mt 

¢ 





i i el ee ee, 





- aa rll 





remove iaftantly to, the 
fe agg then dreffes, herfelf in 
heft manner, and immediately 
*s, Thenceforward he“afligns her 
an apartment in the palace, and gives 
her a houfe elfewhere in any part the 
chufes. Then when he makes her 
Ttech*, it feems to be the neareft re- 
feniblance to marriage ; for, whether 
in the court or in the camp, he orders 
one of the judges to pronounce in 
his prefence, that he, the king, has 
thon his hand-maid, naming her 
for his queen ; upor which the crown 
js put upon, her ead, but fhe is not 
ened. : : 
“ The crown being hereditary in 
one family, but elective in the per- 
fon, and polygam being permitted, 
muft have multiplied thefe heirs very 
much, and produced conftant dif- 
putes, fo that it was found neceffary 
to provide a remedy for the aman 
and effufion of royal blood, whic 
was otherwife inevitably to follow. 
The remedy was a humane and 
gentle one ; they were confined inja 
good climate upon.a high mountain, 
and maintained there at the public 
expence. They are there taught to 
read and write,, but nothing ele; 
750 cloths for wrapping round them, 
3000 ounces of gold, which is 30,000 
dollars, or crowns, are allowed by the 
ftate for their maintenance. ‘Thefe 
princes are hardly ufed, and, in 
troublefome times, often put to death 
upon the {malleft mifinformation. 
While I was in Abyflinia their re- 
venue was fo grofsly mifapplied, that 
fome of them were faid to have died 
with hunger and.of cold. by the ava- 
rice and hard-héartednefs of Michael 
neglecting to furnify them necef- 
faries. Nor had.the king, as far as 
ever I could difcern, that tellow-teel- 
ing.one would have expected from a 
prince refcued from. that. very fitua- 
Gon himéelf ; p raps this was owing 
to his fear.of kes ichael.” 
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Defcription of the Bloody Banquet. 


“ Confiftent with the. plan of this 
work, which is to defcribe. the 
a of the feveral nations 
which I paffed, and as I 
obferved them, pane 3 ape 
fome account of this Polyphemus 
banquet, as far as decency will per- 
mit me; it is part of the hiftory of a 
barbarous people ;_ whatever I might 
with, I cannot decline it. . 

‘+ In the capital, where one is fafe 
from furprife. at ali times, or .in. the 
country or villages, when the rains 
have become fo conftant that. the 
valleys will not bear a horfe to pafs 
them, or that men cannot venture 
far from home through fear of being 
furrounded and fwept away by tem- 
porary torrents, occafioned by fud- 
den fhowers on the mountains; ina 
word, when a man can fay he is fale 
at home, and the {pear and thield is 
hung up in the hall, a number of 
people of the beftfafhion in the vil- 
ages, of both fexes, courtiers in the 
palace, or citizens. in the town, meet 
together to dine between twelve and 
one o'clock. 

«+ A long table is fet in the middle 
of a large room, and benches befide 
it for a number of guefts who are 
invited. . Tables and: benches, the 
Portugueze introduced amongft 
them; but bull hides, {pread upon 
the ground, ferved them before, as 
they do in the camp and country 
now. A cow or bull, one or more, 
as the company is numerous, is 
brought clofe to the door, and his 
feet {trongly tied. The fkin. that 
hangs down under his chin, and 
throat, which I think we call the 
dew-lap in England, is cut only fo 
deep as to arrive at the fat, of which 
it totally confifts, and, by the fepara- 
tion of a few finall blood-veflels, fix 
or feven drops of blood only fall up- 
onthe ground. ‘They have no ftone, 

bench, 























hand, came up, and taking hold of 
me by the hand, placed me immedi- 
ately above him; when a I had 
no knife in my girdle, he pulled out 
his own and gave it tome. Upon 


being placed, I again kiffed the 
nd, 


« The king was in an alcove; the 
reft went out of fight from where the 
throne was, and fat down. The 
ufual queftions now began about 
Jerufalem and the holy places---where 
my country was? which it was im- 
poffible to deferibe, as they knew the 
fituation of no country but their own 
---why I came fo far ?---whether the 
moon and the ftars, but efpecially the 
moon, was the fame in my country 
as in theirs ?---and a great many fuch 
idle and tirefome queftions. I had 
feveral times offered to take my pre- 
fent from the man who held it, that 
I might offer it to his majefty and go 
away; but the king always made a 
fign to put it off, till, being tired to 
death with ftanding, I leaned againft 
the wall. Aylo was faft afleep, and 
Ayto Heikel and the Greeks curfing 
their mafter in their heart for fpoil- 
ing the good fupper that Anthuld 
his treafurer had prepared for us, 
This, as we afterwards found out, the 
king very well knew, and refolved to 
try our patience to the utmoft. At 
laft, Ayto Aylo. ftole away to bed, 
and every body elfe after him, ex- 
cept thofe who had accompanied me, 
who were ready to die with thirft, 
and drop down with wearinefs. It 
was agreed by thofe that were out of 
fight, to fend Tecla Mariam to 
whifper in the king’s ear, that I had 
not been well, which he did, but no 
notice was taken of it. It was now 
paft ten o'clock, and he fhewed no 
inclination to goto bed. 

“ Hitherto, while there were 
ftrangers in the room, he had fpoken 
to us by an officer called Kal Hatzé, 
the vowe or word of the king ; but 
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now, when there were nine 
us, his menial fervants, only 
he uncovered his face and mouth, 
and {poke himfelf. Sometimes 
was about Jerufalem, fometimes 9. 
bout horfes, at other times aboy 
fhooting; again about the Indies. 
how far I could look into the hes. 
vens with m telefcopes: and all 
thefe were deliberatel and circum. 
ftantially repeated, if ‘they were not 

intedly anfwered. I ‘was ab. 
utely in defpair, and fearcely able tg 
fpedk a word, inwardly mournin 
the hardnefs of my lot in this my 
firft preferment, and fincerely pray 
ing it might be my laft promotion in 
this court. At laft all the Greeks 
begaz to be impatient, and got out 
of the corner of the room behind 
the alcove, and ftood immediately 
before the throne. The king feemed 
to be aftonifhed at feeing them, and 
told them he thought they had all 
been at home long ago. ‘They faid, 
however, they would not go without 
me; which the king faid could not 
he, for one of the duties of my em- 
ployment was to be charged with 
the door of his bed-chamber that 
night. 

“| think I could almoft have 
killed him in that inftant. At laf 
Ayto Heikel, taking courage, came 
forward to him, pretending a mef- 
fage from the queen, and whifpered 
him fomething in the ear, probably 
that the Ras would take it ill. He 
then laughed, faidhe thought we had 
fupped, and difmiffed us.” 


OF ten of 


prefent, 


Of the Marriage of the King, and 
the Treatment fhewn to the Princes 
of the Blood Royal, 


« The king in his marriage ufesno 
other ceremony than this :---he fends 
an Azage to the houfe where the 
lady lives, where the officer announces 
to her, it is the king’s pleafure st 
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remove inftantly to, the 

he pone. then dreffes herfelf in 
"beft manner, and. immediately 

s, Thenceforward he“afligns her 

an apartment in the palace, and gives 
her a houfe elfewhere in any part fhe 
chufes. Then when he makes her 


Itech’, it feems to be the neareft re- 
ance to marriage ; for, whether 
in the court or in the camp, he orders 
one of the judges to pronounce in 
his prefence, that he, the king, has 
en his hand-maid, naming her 
for his queen ; upoP which the crown 
js put upon, her ead, but fhe is not 
anointed. ; jin tq 
« The crown, being hereditary in 
one family, but elective in the per- 
fon, and polygam being permitted, 
muft have aliplied thefe heirs very 
much, and produced conftant dif- 
putes, fo that it was found neceflary 
to provide a remedy for the anarchy 
and effufion of royal blood, whic 
was otherwife inevitably to follow. 
The remedy was a humane and 
gentle one ; they were confined in\a 
good climate upon.a high mountain, 
and maintained there at the. public 
expence. They are there taught to 
read and write,, but nothing elle; 
750 cloths for wrapping round them, 
ooo ounces. of gold, which is 20,000 
ollars, or crowns, are allowed by the 
ftate for their maintenance. ‘Theie 
princes are hardly ufed, and, in 
troublefome times, often put to death 
upon the {malleft mitinformation. 
While I was in Abyfiinia their re- 
venue was fo grofsly mifapplied, that 
fome of them were faid to have died 
with hunger and.of cold. by the ava- 
rice and hard-héartednefs of Michael 
neglecting to furnify them necef- 
faries. Nor. had.the king, as far as 
ever J could difcern, that tellow-feel- 
ing.one Would have expected from a 
prince refcued from. that. very. fitua- 
Yon himfelf ; perhaps this was owing 
to his fear.of Kas Michael.” 
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- Defeription of the Bloedy Banguete 


“ Confiftent with the. this 
work, which is to dene he 
ar of the feveral nations. 
which I pafled, good and as I 
obferved them, eae 2 ee 
fome account of this Folyihemen 
banquet, as far as decency will per- 
mit me; it is part of the hiftory of a 
barbarous people ;_ whatever I might 
with, I cannot decline it. . ,' 

*« In the capital, where one is fafe 
from furprife. at ali times, or .in. the 
country or villages,. when the rains 
have become fo conftant that. the 
valleys will not bear a horfe to pafs 
them, or that men cannot venture 
far from home through fear of being 
furrounded and fwept away by tem- 
porary torrents, occafioned by fud- 
den fhowers on the mountains; ina 
word, when a man can fay he is fafe 
at home, and the {pear and thield is 
hung up in the hall, a number of 
people of the beft.fafhion in the vil- 
ages, of both fexes, courtiers in the 
palace, or citizens in the town, meet 
together to dine between twelve and 
one o'clock. 

* A long table is fet in the middle 
of a large room, and benches befide 
it for a number of guefts who are 
invited. . Tables and+ benches, the 
Portugueze introduced amongft 
them; but bull hides, {pread upon 
the ground, ferved.them before, as 
they do in the camp and country 
now. A cow or bull, one or more, 
as the company is numerous, is 
brought clofe to the door, and his 
feet itrongly tied. The fkin. that 
hangs down under his chin, and 
throat, which I think we call the 
dew-lap in England, is cut, only fo 
deep as to arrive at the fat, of which 
it totally confifts, and, by the, fepara- 
tion of a few finall blood-veflels, fix 
or feven drops of blood only fall up- 
onthe ground. ‘They have no ftone, 

bench, 
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bench, noraltar Upon which thefe cakes of teff, pace like dithes down 


affafiins lay the animal's head the tabje, without cloth or any sh: , 
Bow tee Z I fhould beg his elfe beneath them. By this trae ah ° 
pardon indeed for calling him an_ the guefts have knives in their hands - 
affaffin; as he is not fo merciful asto and their men have the large crooked h 
aim at the life, but, on the contrary, ones, which they put to al forts of f 
tokeep the beaft alive till he be totally wufes during the tinie of war, The 4 
eat up. Having fatistied the Mofat- women have fing]] clafped knives . 
cal law, according to his conception, fuch as the worft of the kind made 
: by pouring thefe fix or feven drops at Birmingham, fold for a penny 
“upon the ground, two or more of each. 
fall to work; en the back of — “ The company are fo ranged | 
the beaft, and on each fide of the that one man fits between two wo. ) 
ine they cut fkin-deep; then put- men; the man with his long knife ) 
ting their fingers between the flefh cuts a thin piece, which would be 
and the fkin, they begin to ftripthe thought a good beef-fteak in Eng- 
hide of the animal half way down land, while you {ee the motion of 
Bis ribs, and fo on to the buttock, the fibres yet perfeétly diftin@, and 
entting the fkin, wherever it hinders alive in the flefh. “No man in 
them, commodioufly toftrip the poor Abyffinia, of any fathion whatever, 
animal bare. All the fiefh on the feeds himfelf, or touches bis own 
buttocks is cut off then, and in folid meat. The women take the feak 
are pieces without bones, or much and cut it length-ways like {trings, 
effufion of blood; and the prodi- about the thicknefs of your littl 
ious noife the animal makes is a finger, then crofsways into fquare 
Feral for the company to fit down ‘pieces, fomething finaller than dice. 
to table. ‘This they lay upon a piece of the teff 
« There are then laid beforeevery ‘bread, ftrongly powdered with black 
eft, inftead of plates, round cakes, pepper, or Cayenne pepper, and fof. 
uf I may fo call them, about ‘twice as file-falt ; they then wrap it up in the 
big as a pan-cake, and fomething  teff bread like a cartridge. 
thicker and tougher. It is unleaven- * In the mean time, the man hav- 
ed bread of a fourifh tafte, far from ing put up his knife, with each hand 
being difagreeable, and very eafily refting upon his neighbour's knee, 
dig ed, made of a grain called teff. his body ftooping, his head low and 
It is of different colours, from black forward, and mouth open very like 
to the colour of the whiteft wheat- an ideot, turns to the one whole car- 
Bread. ‘Three or four of thefe cakes tridge is firft ready, who ftuffs the 
ad gd put uppermoft, for the waa of it into his mouth, which is 
of the perfon oppofite to whofe fo full that he is in conftant danger 
feat they are aye Beneath thefe of being choked. This is a mark 
are four or five of ordinary bread, of orenide. The greater the man A. 


and of ablackifhkind. Thefe ferve would feem to be, the larger piece 
the mafter to wipe his fingers upon; he takes in his mouth; and the 
and afterwards the fervant, for bread more noife he makes in chewing it, 
tu his dinner. the more polite he is thought to be. 
“ Twoor three fervantsthen come, They have, indeed, a proverb that 
each with a fquare piece of beefin fays, “ Beggars and thieves only eat 
theis base laying it upon the “ finall pieces, or without ye 
“a noile. 
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nit.” Having difpatched this 
pare he does wes expedi- 
tioufly, his next female neighbour 
holds forth another cartridge, which 
the fame way, and fo on till he 

Pr tisfie. He never drinks till he 
has finifhed eating ; and, before he 
hevins, in gratitude to the fair ones 
that fed him, he makes up two finall 
rolisof the fame kind and form ; 
each of his neighbours open their 
mouths at the fame time, while with 
each hand he puts their portion into 
their mouths. He then falls to drink- 
ing out of a large handfome horn ; 
the ladies eat till they are fatisfied, 
and then all drink together, “ Vive 
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Ja Joye et la Jeuneffe !” A> great 
deal of mirth and joke goes round, 
very feldom with any mixture of 
acrimony or ill-humour. 

* AN this time, the unfortunate 
victim at the door is bleeding i 
but bleeding little. As long as 
can cut off the flefh from his bones, 
they do not meddle with the thighs, 
or the parts where the great arteries 
are. At laft they fall upon the 
thighs likewife; and foon after the 
animal, bleeding to death, becomes 
fo yr 2 that the canibals, who have 
the reft of it to eat, find very hard 
work to feparate the flefh from the 
bones with their teeth like dogs.” 
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[From the Second Volume of Count de Banyvowsxy’s Memoirs and 
Travels. ] 


The Faith of the Madagafcar Nation. 
a HE Madagafcar nation be- 


lieves in a Supreme Being, 

whom they cal] Zanhare, which de- 
notes creator of all things. ‘They 
honour and revere this Being, but 
have dedicated no temple to him, 
and much lefs have they fubftituted 
idols, They make facrifices, by 
killing oxen and fheep, and they ad- 
drefs all thefe libations to God. It 
has been afferted, that this nation 
likewife makes offerings to the de- 
vil; but in this there is a deception, 
for the piece of the facrificed beatt, 
which is ufually thrown into the 
fire, is not intended in honour of 
the devil, as is ufually pretended. 
is cuftom is very ancient, and no 
one can tell the true reafon of it. 
With regard to the immortality of 
the foul, the Madagafcar people are 


perfuaded, that, after their death, 


their {pirit will return again to the 
region in which Zanhare dwells; but 
they by no means admit that the fpi- 
ritof man, after his death, can fuf- 
fer any evil. As to the diftin@ion 
of evil, or good, they are perfuaded 
that the good and upright man fhall 
be recompenfed, in this life, by a 
good ftate of health, the conftancy 
of his friends, the increafe of his 
fortunes, the obedience of his chil- 
dren, and the happinefs of behold- 
ing the profperity of his family: and 
they believe that the wicked man's 
fate fhall be the contrary to thie. 
The Madagafcar people, upon this 
conviétion, when they make oaths, 
add benediétions in favour of thofe 
who keep them, and curfes againft 
thofe who break them. In this 
manner it is that they appeal to the 
judgment of Zanhare, in making 
agreements ; 


















agreements ; and it has never been 
known, or heard of, thata native of 


mars gH has broken his oath, 
provided it was made in the ufual 
manner, which they fay was pre- 
feribed by their forefathers. 


DiftinGien of Kones, and Orders, 
avbich firm the Gewernment of the 
Country. 


« The Madagafcar people have 
always acknowledged the line of Ra- 
mini, as that to which the rights of 
Ampanfacabe, or fovereign, belongs. 
They have confidered this line as 
extinét, fince the death of Dian Ra- 
mini Larizon, which happened 
fixty-fix years ago, and whole body 
was buried upon a mountain, out 
of which the river’ Manangourou 

rings; but having acknowledged 
the heir of this line, on the female 
fide, they re-eftablifed this title in 
the year.1776. The right of the 
Ampanfacabe confifts in nominating 
the Rohandrians to affift in the ca- 
bars, at which all thofe who are 
¢ited are bound to appear, and the 
judgment of the Ampanfacabe, in 
his cabar, isdecifive. Another pre- 
rogative of the Ampanfacabe is, that 
each Rohandrian is obliged to leave 
him, by will, a certain proportion 
of his property, which the fuccef- 
fors ufoally purchafe by a flight tri- 
bute, orfine. Thirdly, the Ampan- 
facabe has a right to exact from each 
Rohandrian one tenth of the pro- 
duce of his land, and a number of 
horned cattle and flaves, in propor- 
tion to the riches of the country pof- 
fefled by each Rohandrian. 

“6 The fecond order is compofed 
of the Rohandrians, or princes. 
Since the lofs of the Ampaniacabe, 
three of thefe Rohandrians have af- 
fumed the title of kings—namely, 
the Rohandrian of the province of 
Mahavelou, named Hiavi; of the 
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vince of ‘Voemar, named Lam. 
win; and the third at Bombetoki, 
named Cimanounpou, 

“ The third order confifts of the 
Voadziri, or lords of a diftrict, com, 
pofed of feveral villages, 

“ The fourth order confifts of the 
Lohavohits, or chiefs of Villages, 

“ ‘The fifth order, Ondzatzi, whe 
are freemen, and compofe the at. 
tendants or followers of the Rohan. 
drians, Voadziri, or Lohavohits. 

“ The fixth order confifts of Om. 
biafles, or learned men; and this 
order forms tke warriors, workmen, 
phyficians, and diviners; thefe laf 
poflefs no charge. 

“ The feventh order confifts of 
Ampurias, or flaves. 

** Having made enquiries from 
Bombetoki paffing to the northward, 
and as far as Itapere, the refult 
proved, that there are thirty-eight 
Rohandrians actually rei ning, and 
two hundred and eighty-feven Voad- 
ziri. With refpect to the Lahavo- 
hits, Ondzatzi, and Ombiaffes, it was 
not poffible to obtain any accurate 
determination of their number. 

“© Thefe orders preferve a regular 
gradation, refpecting which it would 
be very difficult to give a detailed 
account. They live in the manner 
we read of concerning the ancient 
patriarchs. Every father of 2 fa 
mily is prieft and judge in his owa 
houfe, though he depends upon the 
Lohavohits, who fuperintends his 
conduct. ‘This laft is anfwerable to 
his Voadziri, and the Voadziri to 
the Rohandrian. 


The Conver'ences of Life, and the State 
of ihe Weather. ‘ 

“ The natives of Madagafcar fub- 
fift of their flocks of oxen, fheep, 
and goats, which they matain, 
together with poultry, of which they 
keep a vait quantity. The et 
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conftruéted “of wood, but are 
very convenient, and wonderfully 
peat within-fide. “Their villages 
gre furrounded with -pailifades and 
ditches, and the habitations of the 
Rohandrians are well fortified and 
defended by cannon. They have * 
| end flaves ; 

cultivate the earth with induf- 

try, and it affords rice, millet, 
maize, and pulle, in large quanti- 
ties; the foil likewife produces fu- 
gar, tobacco, indigo, cofiee, and 


pepper and the land is not fold, 
t gi 


are 


ven away. Erections of build- 
ings coft nothing more than the trou- 
ble of fetching the wood. Fifh and 
gune are to be had for catching. 
The people of Madagafcar have: no 
reafon to fear wild beafts, or ve- 


nomous creatures, as there are none’ 
Cold weather,’ 


upon the ifland, 
froft, and fnow, are unknown > to 
them; and the hot weather is !efs 
troubleiome here, than upon the 
iflands which lie in the torrid zone, 
becaufe'the nights are cool, and the 
heat of the day lafts only from nine 
to three, during which time the fea 
breeze prevails, and cools the air to 
fuch a aaa that it is feldom in- 
convenient. This heat lafts only 
four months; and during the reft of 
the year one continued {pring pre- 
vails, 

“ The Madagafcar people, having 
no communication with the main 
land of Athiopia, have not altered 
their primitive laws; and the lan- 
guage =e gn the whole extent 
of the ifland is the fame. It would 
be a rafh attempt to determine the 
origin of this nation; it is certain 
that it confifts of three diftin® races, 
who have for ages paft formed inter- 
mixtures, which vary to infinity. 
The firft race is that of Zafe Ibra- 
him, or. defcendants of Abraham ; 
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C4s} 
but they have no veftipe of Judaifin, 
except circumcifion, andfome names, 
firch as” Haac, Reuben, Jacob, &c, 
This race is of a brown colour. ‘The 
fecond race is that of Zaferamini: 
with refpe& to. this,” fome . boaks, 
which are ftill extant among the 
Ombraffes, affirm, that is not more 
than fix centuries fince their arrival 
at Madagafar. With refpeé& to the 
third race of Zafe Canambou, it is 
of Arabian extraction, and atrived, 
much mere lately than the others, 
from the coatts of ‘Ethiopia : hence 
it poffefes neither power nor credit, 
and fills only the charges of writers, 
hifterians, poets, &c. 


The Arts and Trades of Vadagafcar. 

“ The Madcgafear nation bein 
in want only of the neteffaries o 
life, have not applied themfelves to 
the invention of fo many arts and 
trades 2s are become indifpenfible in 
Europe. They are contentéd with 
fuch as are neceffary to make their 
moverbles, tools, nténfils, and arms 
for defence; to conftrué& their dwel 
lings, and the boats which are ne- 
ceflary for their navigation: and, 
laftly, to fabricate cloths and ftuffs 
for their cloathing. They are de- 
firous only of poffeflitig the necef- 
fary fupplies of immediate utility 
and convenience. 

“The principal and moft refpect- 
ed bufinefs, is the manufdéture of 
iron and iteel. The artifts in this 
way call themfelves Ampanefa vihe:: 
‘They are very expert in fufing the 
ore, and forging utenfils, fuch as: 
hatchets, hammers, anvils, knives, 
{pades, fagayes, razors, pincers, or 
tweezers for pulling out the hair, 
&c. 

‘© The fecond clafs confifts of the 
goldfmiths, Ompanefa vola mena: 





they caft gold in. ingots, and maké’ 


—_ 


* Biank in the manuicript. 
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bracelets, buckles, car-rings,drops, 
he. : 
«* The third are called Ompavil- 


fang. and are potters. 
The fourth are the Ompane- 


watta, or turners in wood, who 
boxes called vatta, plates, 
wooden and horn fpoons, bee-hives, 
coffins, &c. 
« The fifth, Ompan cacafou, or 
ters. They are very expert 
in this bufinefs, and make ufe 
of the rule, the plane, the com- 
pales, &c., andy 

“ The fxth are the Ompaniavl, 

ér rope-makers, My make their 
of different kinds of bark of 
trees, and likewife of hernp. 

“ The feveath, Ampan lamba, 
or weavers, This bufinefs is per- 
formed by women only, ahd it 
would be reckoned difyraceful in a 
man to exercife it. 

* The Ombiaffes are the literary 
men and phyficians, who give advice 
only, 

“ The Herauvitz are comedians 
and dancers, 
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Their Deveiling Places and Building, 


« The Madagefear people always 
live in fociety; that is to fey ; 
towns and villages. The towne po 
furrounded by a ditch end ralli 
fades, at the extremities of which 
a guard from twelve to twenty 
armed men is kept. The honfes 
of private people confitt of a con, 
venient cottage, furrounded by & 
veral imall ones: the mafter of the 
houfe dwells in ‘the hirgeft, and 
his women, of flaves, lodge in the 
{maler. ‘Thefe houfes are built of 
wooed, covered with leaves of the 

alm-treee, or ftraw, 

“* The houfes of the great men 
of the country are very {pacious ; 
each houfe is compofed of two walls 
and four apartments: round about 
the princtpal houfe, other finaller 
habitations are buiit, for the accom. 
modation of the women, and the 
whole family of the chicf; but the 
flaves cannot pafs the night within 
them. Mott of the houfes inhabited 
by the Rohandrians are built with 
tafte and admirable fymmetry.” 





STATE of the COMMERCE of KAMTSCHATKA, with a View 
of the MODE of LIVING, CHARACTER, and MANNERSof 


the INHABITANTS. 


{From the Firft Volume of M. de Lusseps’ Travels in KamrTscuatka.] 


“ HESE people, Ruflians and 

Coffacs, together with a 
mixed breed found among them, 
carry on a clandeftine commerce, 
fometimes in one article, and fome- 
times in another; it varies as often 
as they fee any reafon for changing 
it; but it is never with a view of en- 
riching themfelves by honeft means, 
Their induftry is a continual kna- 
vithnefs ; it is folcly employed in 


cheating the poor Kamtfchadales, 
whofe credulity and infuperable pro- 
penfity to drunkennefs, leave them 
entirely at the mercy of thefe dan- 
gerous plunderers. Like our moun- 
tebanks, and other knaves of this 
kind, they go from village to vil- 
lage to inveigle the too filly natives: 
they propofe to fell them brandy, 
which they artfully prefent to them 
to tafte. It is almoft impoflible for 
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tchadale, male or female, to 
ris offer. The firk effay is 
followed by many others ; prefently 
their heads become affected, they are 
intoxicated, and the craft of the 
tempter fucceed, No fooner are 
arrived to a ftate of inebyiety, 
than thefe pilferers know how to ot 
tain from them the barter of their 
moft valuable effects, that is, their 
whole ftock of furs, frequently the 
fruit of the labour of a whole fea- 
which was to enable them to 

y their tribute to the crown, and 
cure perhaps fubfiftance for a 
whole family. But no confideration 
can ftop a Kamtfchadale drunkard ; 
ery thing is forgotten, every thing 
OTe Boa to the gratification of he 
appetite; and the momentary plea- 
~ of {wallowing a few glafles of 
brandy*, reduces him to the utmoft 





——— — 


* This is well known to be the ruling 
affion of all the people of the North; 
ut T have had more than one oceafion to 

obferve,that the Kame/chadales are interior 
in this re{pect to none of them. The fol- 
lowing flory, among others, was told me, 
that | might be able to judge of the rapa- 
city of thefe vagabond traders, and the 
fupid prodigality of their dupes. 

A Kamtfchadale had given a fable for a 
glafs of brandy. Inflamed with a defire of 
drinking another, he invited the feller into 
his houfe. The merchant thanked him, 
but faid he was in a hurry. “The Kamt- 
{chadale renewed hisfolicitations, and pro- 
poled a fecond bargain: he prevailed.— 
“ Come, another glafs for this fable, it isa 
“finer one than the firflt.—No; I muft 
* keep the reft of my brandy ; I have pro- 
“ mifed to fell it at fucha place, and I 
* muft be gone.—Stay a moment; here 
“ are two fables.—-Tis all in vain. -\ ell, 
“come, | will add another — Agreed, 
“drink.” Meanwhile the three fables 
are feized, aud the hypocrite makes a freth 
— to come away; his hoft redoubles 

* IMportunitics to retain him, and de- 
mandsathird glafs: further refufals and 
further offers: the higher the chapman 
raifes his price, the more the Kamtfcha- 
dale is prodigal of his furs. Who would 

have fuppofed that it would have ended in 

the facrifice of {even moft beautiful fables 
for this lat glafs! they were all he bad. 
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wretchednefs, Nor is it poflible for 
the moft painful ience to 
them on their guard againft their 
own weaknefs, or the cunning per- 
fidy of thefe traders, who im thei 
turn drink, in like manner, all the 
profits of their knavery. 

* T fhall terminate the article of 
coimerce by adding, that the per- 
fons who deal moft in wholefale, are 
merely agents of the merchants of 
‘Touma, Vologda, Grand Ufting, and 
different towns of Siberia, or the 
faftors of other opulent traders, who 
extend even to this diftant country 
their commercial {peculations. 

All the wares and provifions, 
which neceflity obliges them to pur- 
chafe from the magazines, are fold 
exceflively dear, and at about ten 
times the current price at Mofcow. A 
vedro™ of French brandy af 
roubles +. The merchants are 
lowed to traffic in this article; but 
the brandy, diftilled from corn, which 
is brought from Okotfk, and that 
produced by the country, which is 
diftilled from the /latkaia-trava, or 
{weet herb, are fold, upon govern. 
ment account, at forty-one roubles 
ninety-fix oe t the vedra. 
They can be fold only in the kabacs, 
or public, houfes, opened. for that 
purpofe. At Okotlk, the price of 
braudy diftilled from corn is no 
‘more than eighteen roubles the ve- 
dro; fo that the expence of freight 
is charged at twenty-three roubles 
ninety fx kopecks, which appears 
exorbitant, aad enables us to form 
fome judgment of the accruing 
profit. 

“ The reft of the merchandize 
confifts of nankins and other China 
ftuffs, together with various commo- 
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* A Ruffian meafure, containing from 
fifteen to twenty quarts. 
+ Eighteen pounds fterling, efltimating 
the rouble at four fhillings and fixpence. 
¢ Niac pounds nine Mhillings. by 
dities 






















Faftoces mands, handkerchiefs, 
5 ngs. CAPS, fhoes, boots, and 
other “articles of European drefs, 
ich may. be egarded as luxuries, 
compared with the extreme fim li- 
eity.of apparel of the Kamtfchadales. 
Among the provifion imported, there 
are fugar, tea, a fall quantity of 
coffee, fome wine, but very little, 
bifcuits, confections, or dried fruits, 
as prunes, raifins, &c. and laftly, 
Gnales, beth wax and tallow, pow- 
der, thot, &c. 

“ The {earcity of all thefe articles 
in fo diftanta.country, and thé need, 
whether natural or artificial, which 
there is for them, enable the metr- 
chants to fell them at whatever ex- 
orbitant price their voracity may 
affix. In common, they are difpofed 
of almoft immediately upon their 
arrival, _The merchants keep fhops, 
each of them occupying one of the 
huts oppofite the guard-houfe ; thefe 
fhops are Open every day, except 
feat days. ' 

« The inhabitants of Bolcheretfk 
differ not from the Kamtfchadales in 
their mode of living; they are lefs 
fatisfied, however with balagans, 
and their houfes are a little cleaner. 

“ Their clothing is the fame. 
The outer garment, which is called 
pargue,.is like a waggoner’s frock, 
and is made of the {kins of deer, or 
other animals, tanned on one fide. 
They wear under this long breeches 
of fimilar Jeather, and nexf the fkin 
a very fhort and tight fhirt, either of 
nankin or cotton ftuff; the women’s 
areof filk, which is a luxury among 
them.. Both fexes wear boots; in 
fummer, of goats or dogs {kins 
tanned ; and in winter, of the fkins 
of fea wolves, or the legs of rein 
deer *. The men conftantly wear 





* Articles of apparel made of the fkins 
ef rein deer are procured from the Koriacs, 





fur caps; in the mild feafon they’ 
puton longer fhirts of nankin or 
of fkin without hair; they are roads 
like the parque, and anfwer the fame 
purpofe, that is, to be worn over 
their other garments. Their pala 
drefs, is a parque trimmed with otter 
ikins and velvets, or other fufR and 
furs equally dear. The women are 
clothed like the Ruffian women 
whofe mode of drefs is too well 
known to need a defeription ; 1 thal 
therefore only obferve, that the ex. 
ceflive fcarcity of every f{pecies of 
ftuff at Kamtfchatka, renders the 
toilet of the women an obje& of 
very confiderable expence: they 
fometimes adopt the drefs of the 
men. 

“ The principal food of thefe peo. 
ple confifts, as I have already ob. 
ferved, in dried fifth. The fith are 
procured by the men, while the wo- 
men. are employed in domeftic oc- 
cupations, or in gathering fruits and 
other vegetables, which, next to the 
dried fifh, are the favourite provi- 
fions of the Kamtfchadales and Ruf- 
fians of this country. When the 
women go out to make thefe harvetts 
for winter confumption, it is high 
holyday with them, and the anni- 
verfary is celebrated by a riotous and 
interfoerate joy, that frequently gives 
rife to the moft extravagant and in- 
decent fcenes. They difperfe in 
crouds through the country, finging 
and giving themfelves up to all the 
abfurdities which their imagination 
fuggefts; no confideration of fear 
or modefty reftrains them. I can- 
not better. defcribe their licentious 
frenzy than by comparing it with 
the bacchanals of the Pagans. Ill 
betide the man whom chance con- 
ducts and delivers into their 
hands! however refolute or how- 
ever active he may be, it is im- 
poflible to evade the fate that 


awaits him; and it is feldom that he 
efcapes, 





fo. 
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without receiving a fevere 
ellation. = 
-« Their provifions are prepared 
early in the following manner ; it 
will appear, from the recital, that 
they cannot be accufed of much de- 
licacy. They are particularly care- 
ful to wafte no part of the fifh. As 
fon as it is caught they tear out the 
ills, which they immediately fuck 
with extfenie gratification. By ano- 
ther refinement of fenfuality or glut- 
, they cut off alfo at the fame 
time fome flices of the fifth, which 
they devour with equal avidity, co- 
yered 2s they are with clots of blood. 
The fith is then gutted, and the en- 
wails referved for their dogs. The 
reft is prepared and: dried ; when 
they eat it either boiled, roalted, or 
broiled, but moft commonly raw. 

« The food which the epicures 
efteem moft, and which appeared to 
me to be fingularly difguiting, is a 
(pecies of falmon, called tchaouttcha. 
I foon as it is caught, they bury it 
ina hole; and in this kind of larder 
they leave it till it has had time to 
four, or, properly fpeaking, become 
aw putrified. It is only in this 
ftate of corruption that it attains the 
flavour moft — to the delicate 
palates of thefe people. In my opi- 
nion the infectious odour that ex- 
hales from this fifh, would fuftice to 
repulfe the moft hungry being; and 
yet a Kamtfchadale feeds voluptu- 
dufly upon this rotten flefh. How 
fortunate does he confider himfelf 
when the head falls to his lot! this is 
deemed the moft delicious morfel, 
and is commonly diftributed into 
many parts. I frequently wifhed to 
overcome my averfion, and tafte this 
fo highly valued food; but my refo- 
lution was unequal to it; and I was 
not only unable to tafte it, but even 
to bring it near my mouth; every 
time I attempted, the fetid exhala- 

1790. 
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tion which it emitted gave me a nau- 
fea, and difgufted tsa infapersbly, 

“ The moft common fifth in 
Kamtfchatka are trouts, and falmon 
of different fpecies; fea wolves are 
alfo eaten ; the fat of this fith is ve 
wholefome, and ferves them befide 
for lamp oil. ae 

% ate the vegetables which 
are made ufe of by the Kamtfcha- 
dales, the principal are fargna root, 
wild garlic, /la:kala-trava, or fweet 
herb, and other plants and fruits 
nearly fimilar to what are found in 
Ruflia. : 

“ The farana is known to bo- 
tanifts *. Its fhape, its fize, and its 
colour have been defcribed at larve 
in the third voyage of captain Cook. 
Its farinaceous root ferves inftead of 
bread}. It is dried before it is 
ufed ; but it is wholefome and nou- 
rifhing in whatever mode it may be 
prepared. 

“ From the wild garlic ¢ they 
make a harfh and fermented be- 
verage, which has a very unpleafant 
tafte; it is alfo ufed in various fauces; 
the Kamtfchadales are very fond of 
it. 

The flatkaia-trava, or fweet herb, 
is pleafant enough when it is frefh. 
This plant § has alfo been minutely 





* By the name of lilium flure atro rubente, 

+ ‘Lhe Coflacs ule rye alfo, which makes 
a fort of black bread, like that of the Rul 
fian peafants Government allows thema 
certain quantity of rye flour, but it is in- 
fufficient, and they are obliged to procure 
more at their own expence, >ome of them 
lay it up in itore iv order to profit by its 
future fale. 

t It is called in Kamtfchatka, */-beremfeas 
Gmelin denominates it: alum foliis radia 
culibus petwlatis, floribus wmbeliatis. Vor. i. 
4 PY Spend iu foliols pianatifidis. See Linn, 
The juice of therind of this plantis fo acrid, 
that it is inpollible to touch it without 
blittering the baad, In gathering it they 
take carc to wear gloves, ; 

deiiribed 


















aexives by ws hee. It is bighr 
y efteemed by iVeB, Icu- 
larly the fpixig di fled from fe Son 
after it fagathers » they flit it in two, 
and {erp eout the. pith with a mufcle- 
thell : they then dry it for winter, 
and when. they ule it in. their ra- 
gouts, itis previoufly boiled, Brandy 
is alfo diftilied from this fweet herb, 
which, as I obferved before, is fold 
on account of government: for this 
jurpofe the pact is purchafed of the 
mtfchadales *. | 

“ There are three forts of inha- 
bitants, the natives or Karatfcha- 
dales, the Ruflians and Coflacs, and 
the defcendants from intermarryeges. 

~« The indigenes, that. is, thofe 
whofe blood is unmixed, are few in 
number; the fimall-pox has carried 
off three-fourths of them, and the 
few that are left are difperfed through 
the different oftrogs of the peninfula; 
in Bolcheret(k it would be difficult to 
find more than one or two. 

“ "Phe true Kamt{chadales are in 

neral below the common height ; 
heir fhape is round and fquat, their 
eyes timall and funk, their cheeks 

rominent, their nofe flat, their hair 

lack, they have fcarcely any beard, 
and their complexion isa litle taw- 
ny. The complexion and features 
of the women are very nearly the 
fame ; from this reprefentation, it 
will be fuppofed they are not very 
féducing objects. 

“ The character of the Kamftha- 
dales is mild and hofpitable ; they 
are néither kmaves, nor robbers; 
they have indeed, fo little penetra- 
tion, that nothing is more eafy than 
té deceive them, as we have en in 
the advantage.that is taken of their 


ae we + — - - —_—e— 


* This brandy intoxicates much quicker 
than French brandy; whoever drinks it, 
is fure to be extremely apitared during the 
nivht, and to feel the next day as melan- 
tholy and reftlefs xs af he bad commited 
fotre erinte; 
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openfity to intoxication, They 
ive together in the utmoft harmony 
and the more fo, it would {eem bn 
account of the finallnefs of theis 
number. This unaniinity difpotes 
them to affift one another in their 
labours, which is no {mal} proof of 
their zeal to oblige, if we confider 
the natural and extreme flothfulnefs 
of their difpofition. An active |if 
would be infupportable to them ; 
and the greateft sala in their 
eftimation, next to that of gett 
drunk, is to have nothing to a, 
to live for ever in tranquil indo. 
lence. ‘This is carried fo far with 
thefe people, as frequently to make 
them neglect the means of provid. 
ing the indifpenfable neceflaries of 
life; and whole families are often 
reduced to all the feverities of fa. 
mine, becaufe they would not take 
the pains of providing in fummera 
referve of fifi, without which they 
are unable to live. If they neglet 
im this manner: the prefervation of 
their exiftence, it is not to be fup, 
pofed that they are more attentive to 
the article of cleanlinefs; it difplays 
itfelf neither in their perfons, nor 
their habitations; mar they may 
juftly be reproached for being id 
dicted to the contrary extreme, Not- 
withftanding this carelefinefs, and 
other natural defects, it mutt be re- 
gretted that their mumber is not more 
confiderable; as, from what | have 
feen, and what has been confirmed to 
me by different perfons, if we would 
be fure of finding fentinents of ho- 
nour and humanity in this country, 
it, is neceffary to feek for them 
among the true, , Kamt{chadales; 
they have not yet bartered their rude 
virtues for the polifhed vices of the 
Europeans fent to civilize them. 
“ Tt was at Bolcheretik that Ibe- 

an to perceive the effects of their in- 
fhignes I faw the trace of bur ped, 
manners, lefs in the mixture of 
un 
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formation of features, and 
a fiom éf the inhabitants, than 
in their inclinations ‘and mode of 
fife, which did not élways difcover 
any very confiderable fund of virtye. 
This firiking difference between the 
inhabitants and the indigenes fprings, 
in my opinion, from the difhculties 
pr Ke in’thé road to civilization, 
and 1 will affign my reafons. 

« Bolcheretik, not long ago, was 
the chief place of Kamtfchatka, par- 
ticularly’as the governor's had thowght 

r to eltablifh their refidence 
there. The chiefs and their fuites 
introdticed European knowledge and 
manners: thefe, it is known, gene- 
rally become adulterated in tranf- 
mifion, according to the diftance 
from the fource. Meanwhile it is 
to be prefuniéd ‘that the Ruffian go- 
vernment was careful, as far as it 
was poflible, to confide ‘its authority 
and the execution of its orders, only 
to officers of acknowledged merit, if 
[may judge from thofe who are at 

efent employed ; and it is there- 
te to be fuppofed that thefe officers, 
in the places of their refidence, were 
fo many examples of the virtues, the 
acqiirements, and ali the eftuneble 
qualities of civilized nations. But 
unfortunately the leffons which they 
gave, were not always fo efficacious 
as might have been expected ; either 
becaule being only fketches, they 
were not futhciently felt, or rather, 
not being imbibed in all their purity, 
they made but momentary or per- 
haps vicious impreffions on the 
mind. 

Thefe reformers found not the 
fame zeal either in the Coflacs who 
compofed the parrifon, or in the 
merchants and other Ruffian emi- 
_—— fettled in the peninfula: 

¢ difpofition to licentioufnefs, and 
the defre of gain, which the firft 
conquerors of a country almoft al- 
ways bring with them, and ‘the con- 
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ties, ‘by the facjlity with which thé 
hatives may ‘be ‘duped, contributed 
to check the progre{s of reform. The 
fital infection wes ftil! more diffufe- 
Pi 7 by ‘mtermarriages, while 
the feed of the focial’ virtues, which 
had been attempted to be fown, 
fearcely founda reception. 

“ The confequence has been, that 
the natives, or true Kamtfchadales, 
have preferved almoft univerfully 
their ignorant fimplicity and uncul- 
tivated’ manners ; and that a part of 
the reft of the inhabitanis, Ruflians 
‘and mixed breed, who have fettled 
themfeives in the oftrogs where the 
the governors refide, {till retain in- 
deed a faint fliade of European man- 
nefs, but not of fuch as are moft 
pure. Wehave already had a proof 
of this in what has been faid of their 
commercial principles, and my con- 
viction has tert rendered ftronger 
during my abode at Bolcheretfk, by 
a clofer ftudy of the inhabitants, who, 
this faint fade excepted, differ little 
from the indigenes. 

“ M. Kafloff, and thofe who ac- 
companied him, in imitation of- his 
example, frequently give entertain- 
ments or balls to the ladies of this 
oftrog, who accept fuch invitations 
with equal alacrity and joy. I had 
an opportunity of feeing that what 
‘I had been told wat true ; that thefe 
women, the Kamtfchadales es well 
as the Ruflians, have a {trong lady eM 
fity to pleafure ; their eagernefs in- 
deed is fo great, that they are unable 
to conceal. it. The precofity of the 
girls is aftonifhing, and feems not at 
all to be affetted by the coldnef$ of 
the climate. 

“ With 'refpe& to the women of 
Bolcherethk, who were prefent at 
thefe aflemblies, and who were chief- 
ly either of mixed blood or of Ruf 

ian parents, their figures in géncrat 
did not appear difagrecable, and T 
Dz perceived 
























































































































































ived forme who.might be con- 
red as handfome : ‘but the frefh- 
nefs of youth iagtot long duration ; 
from dhl veacing or the popes 
labours to which ey are fubjeéted, 
jt fades away almoft in the flower of 
their age, Their difpofition is ex- 
tremely cheerful ; a little, perhaps, 
at the expence of decency. They 
endeavour to amufe the company by 
every thing which their gaiety and 
layfulnefs can furnith. They are 
fond of finging, and their voice is 
leafant and agreeable ; it is only to 
f. withed that their mufic had lefs 
refemblance to their foil, and ap- 
roached nearerto our own. The 
f eak both the Ruffian and Kamtt- 
chadale languages, but they all pre- 
ferve the accent of the latter idiom. 
I little expected to fee in this part of 
the world Polifh dances, and {till 
lefs country dances in the Englith 
taite ; but what was my furprile to 
find that they had even an idea of a 
minuet! Whether my abode for 
twenty-fix months upon the fea, had 
rendered me lefs faitidious, or that 
the recollections they revived fafci- 
nated my eyes, thefe dances SPE 
ed to be executed with tolerable pre- 
cifion, and more grace than | could 
have imagined. The dancers of 
whom we fpeak, have fo much vanity 
as to hold in contempt the fongs and 
dances of the natives. ‘The toilet of 
the women on thefe occafions is an 
object of no trivial attention, The 
deck themfelves out in all their al 
lurements, and whatever is moft 
coftly. ‘Thefe ceremonious and ball 
dreiles are principally of filks ; and 
in the article of commerce we have 
already feen that they muft be ex- 
penfive. I fhall finifh this account 
with a remark that I had occafion to 
make, both in thefe affemblies and 
in thofe of the Kamtfchadales ; it is, 
that the majority of hufbands, Ruf- 
fians as well as natives, are aot fuf- 
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ceptible of jealouf 
tarily fhut their Cpa mn, 
duct of their wives, and are as docile 
as pofible upon this chapter, 
he entertainments and affemblies 
of the native Kamtfchadales, at which 
I was alfo prefent, offered a { 
equally entitled to notice for its fin. 
gularity. I know not which ftruck 
me moft, the fong or the dance, 
The dance appeared to me to be 
that of favages. It confifted in mak. 
ing regular movements, or rather 
ude ant and difficult diftortions, 
and in uttering at the fame time a 
forced and gutrural found, like a con. 
tinued hiccough, to mark the time 
of the air fung by the affembly, the 
words of which are frequently void 
of fenfe, even in Kamtfchadale 
*« In their dances they are fond of 
imitating the different animals they 
purfue, fuch as the partridge and 
others, but principally the bear, 
They reprefent its dugeith and {tu- 
id gait, its different feelings and 
ituations ; as the young ones about 
their dam; the. amorous {ports of 
the male with the female; and laftly, 
its agitation when purfued. They 
muft have a perfect knowledge of 
this animal, and muft have made it 
their particular ftudy, for they re- 
sivas all its motions as exactly, I 
lieve, as it is poffible. I afked the 
Ruflians, who were greater con- 
noifleurs that myfelf, wes been 
oftener prefent at the taking of thefe 
animals, whether their pantomime 
ballets were well executed ; and they 
affured me that the dancers were the 
beft in the country, and that the 
cries, gait, and various attitudes of 
the bear, were as accurate as life. 
Meanwhile, without offence to the 
amateurs, thefe dances are, in my 
opinion, not lefs fatiguing to the 
{peétators than to the performers. It 
is a real pain to fee them diftort their 
hips, diflocate every limb, and a 
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~* Neier hungs, to exprefs the excefs 
ore fr which they take in thefe 
balls, which, I repeat it, re- 


the abfurd diverfions of fa- 

sées; the Kamtfchadales may in- 
deed, in many refpects, be confider- 
ed as of that rank. 
“ Having given an account of the 
sdérefs with which thefe people 
éounterfeit the poftures and motions 
ofthe bear, who may be called their 
dancing mafter, it may not be un- 
g to relate in what manner 

Be han this animal. There are 
various modes of attacking it ; fome- 
times they lay {nares for it J ont a 
eavy trap, fupported in the air by 
i fesfoldin ditficiently high, they 
Jace fome kind of bait to attract the 
v3 and which he no fooner fells 
and perceives, than he eagerly ad- 
vances to devour ; at the fame time 
he thakes the feeble fupport of the 
trap, which fails 2 38 his neck, and 
nifhes his voracioufnefs by crufh- 
ing his head, and frequently his whole 
body. In paffing the woods I have 
feen them caught in this way; the 
trap is kept baited till it fucceeds, 
which fometimes does not happen 
for almoft a year, This method of 
taking them requires no great bold- 
nefs, or fatigue; but there is ano- 
ther mode, very much adopted in 
this country, to which equal {trength 
and courage are neceflary. A Kamt- 
fchadale goes out, cither alone or in 
company, to find a bear. He has no 
other arms than his gun, a kind of 
carabine whofe but-end is very fmall; 
a lance or {pear ; and his knife. His 
tock of pravifion is made up in a 
bundle containing avout twenty fith, 
Thus lightly equipped, he penetrates 
into the thickeft part of the woods, 
and every place that is likely to be 
the haunt of this animal. It is com- 
monly in the briars, or among the 
rufhes on the borders of lakes and 
rivers, that the Kamtfchadale pofts 
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himfelf, and waits the approach of 
his adverfary with patience and in- 
trepidity ; if it be neceffiry, he will 
remain thus in ambufcade for a whole 
week together, till the bear makes 
his appearance. The moment it 
comes within his reach, he fixes in 
the ground a forked {tick * belong- 
ing to his gun, by meansof which he 

a truer aim, and fhoots with 
more certainty, It is feldom tha*, 
with the fmalleft ball, he does not 
{trike the bear either in the head, or 
near the fhoulder, which is the ten- 
dereft part. But he is obliged to 
charge again inftantly, becaufe the 
bear, ifthe firft fhot has not difabled 
him, runs + at the hunter, who has 
not always time for a fecond fhot, 


-He has then recourfe to his lance, 


with which he quickly arms himfelf 
to contend with the beaft, who at- 
tacks him in his turn. His life is 
in danger } if he does not give the 
bear a mortal thruft; and in fuch 
combats, it may be fuppofed the man 
is, not always the conqueror; but 
this does not prevent the inhabitants 
of this aa - from daily expofing 
their lives; the frequent examples 
of the death of their countrymen has 





* The Kimtfchadales are unable to 
fhoot without this means of refting their 
gun, which, from the time requ to 
prepare it, is evidentiy inconfiftent with 
the celerity of this inftrument, its chief 
advantage toa fportiman. 

+ It is common enough alfo for it to 
take to flivhr, notwithfanding its wound, 
and conceal itf-lf in thickets or ruthes, 
where it is traced by means of its blood, 
and found ¢ither dead or expiring. 

$ I was affured that when a bear tri- 
umphs over his aggreffor, he tears his fkin 
from the fkull, draws it over his face, and 
then leavesiiim; a mode of revenge which 
implies, according to the Kamtichadales, 
that this animal cannot bear the human 
afpe&; and this ftrange prejudice fupports 
them in the opinion of their fuperiority, 
and feems to infpire them with additional 
courage. 

D 3 , no 
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ér 90 out? without confidering 


pg or tO die; and this fevere al- 
Sraative neither ftops nor terrifies 
them *. 3. bi 3 
' « They hunt other animals nearly 
in the fame manner, fuch as rein 
deer, argali, or wild fheep, called in 
Ruflia d'hi-darani, foxes, otters, bea- 
vers; fables, hares #, &c. but they 
have riot the fame dangers to en- 
éounter ; fometimes they make ufe 
of {nares, conftruéted of waod ‘or 
non, lefs than thofe which are fet 
for bears, and refembling in their 
plicity our ye no other at- 
ntion ts nece than that of vi- 
fiting them from time to time. The 
Kamtfchadales fometiines lie in am- 


buth, armed in the manner I have: 


defcribed ; and’ the only hardthip 
they experience refults from their 
provifion being exhaufted in confe- 
poe of the long duration of their 
¢hace: They frequently fubmit to 
foffer hunger for many days together, 
gather than quit their ftations’ till 
they have obtained the end of their 

rfuit ; butthey amply repay them- 

Ives for this fatting; by immediate- 
ly devouring the flefh of theaniimals {; 





® They hunt the bearin this manner in 
évery feafon of the year, except whey the 
country is covered with fnow; their mee 
thod is th.n diffrent. It is known that 
in wint_r the bear retreatsto thedon which 
he has farricated during the fumrer of the 
branches of t ces: he continues there while 
the froft lafts. cither afleep, or licking his 
paws. The Kamtf{chadales purfue him in 
th ir fledges, dnd attack hm with their 
dogs, who oblige him to defend himfelf: 
he rofhes f<m his urking place to certain 
death; if he refule to come out, his fate is 
equa ly certain, avd he is crufhed to death 
under the ruins of his den, 

+ Vhefe animals are all defcribed in 
Cook's Voyave. 

$ The fth of bears, arga'i, and rein- 
Aecr, is con‘idered by them as very who!e- 
fome, the lat partculariy; 1 frequently 
feaited upon it. | 


Ad that it is either to con- 







and by the pleafure with whi 
count over the fkins they ye i be 


them. 


_ * They chufe for their 
feafons when the fur of the aii 
in its ae perfection: Sables de 
hunted in the beginning of winter 
Thefe animals live commonly te 
trees, and are called after their name: 
a part of the fur neareft the tkin be. 
ing of the fame colour as thofe which 
they moft frequent, as the birch, the 
fir, &c. 

The moft favourable feafons for 
hunting foxes are autumn, winter 
and fpring. There are four different 
fpecies. 1. The whitith red fox 
which is leaft efteemed. 2. The 
red or bright red. fox. 3: The fox 
called fvadoufhia, the colour of 
which is a mixture of red, black, and 
grey, 4. The black fox, which is 
the fcarceft and moft valuable: it is 
really of a deep and entire black, ex. 
cept that at the extremity of the fur 
upon the back, which is the longeft, 
a grey tint is fometimes perceptible, 
Some of this fpecies are {ingularly 
valuable. There are two other {pe, 
cies of the fox that may be added to 
thefe, though they are not regarded 
as fuch in this country, the blue fox 
and the white fox, They are called 
in Ruffia galoxboy pellet , and delay 


cfets; their fur is thicker than that 
pe 


of the reft of the fpecies, The foxes 
of the continent are in general more 
beautiful than thofe caught in the 
different iflands of the eaft\, and 
produce an infinitely higher price. 

«“ Rein-deer are hunted in winter, 
and argali in autymn, Otters are 
extremely fcarce in this country; 
but there is a great abundance of 
ermines, though, I know not for 
what reafon, no pains are taken to 
catch them ; one would fuppole they 
were of no value. ) 


—— ea 





fl “The Alcutienne iflands, Schoumagine 
Wands, Fox iMlands, &c. 
, The 
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7 Kamtfchadales have different 
pa alfo for fifhing. ‘Pheit fal- 
mon and trout feafon isin June, their 
herring feafon in May, and that of 
the fea wolf in’ {pring and fummer, 
but principally in autumn. 

é They feldom ufe feines, but al- 

alwavs Common nets *, or a 
kind of harpoon, which they manage 
with great dexterity. Seines ferve 
only for fea wolves ; they are made 
of leather ftraps, and the mefhes are 
verylarge. They have another mode 
of fithing, by clofing up the river with 
ftakes'and bratiches of trees, fo as to 
leave only a narrow paflage for the 
fh, or foinetimes feveral, where 

ce bafkets, fo conftructed that, 
if the fifh once enter, it is impoffible 
for them to retreat. | 

« Horfes are very fcarce in Kamt- 
fchatka. I faw fome at Bolcheretik 
belonging to government, and in- 
trutted to the care of the Coffacs. 
They merely ferve during fummer 
for the carriage of merchandize and 
other effeéts of the crown, and for 
the convenience of travellers. 

« Dogs howéver abound in this 
country, and aré fo ferviceable to the 
Kamtfchadalés, as to render the pri- 
vation of the other domeftic animals 
lef felt bythem. They ferve aij the 
daipiack Curtiss eid are fed with- 
out difficulty or expence, their food 
confifting entirely of the oifals, or 
fuch decayed fith as are rejected by 





_® Their nets are made of pack thread, 
like ours; they purchsfe it of the Ru‘lians : 
there is another kind however, of which 
they take care to layup a confiderabl: flure. 
They gather them in au umn, tie them in 
bundles, and place them ur der their. bala- 
gacsto dry. When their fifhing and har- 
vets are comp'eted, they prepare their 
Mettles. They flit them, and then itrip off 
the rind ¢ pertly wth ther teeth; the reft 
they beat avd Miake till the filaments are 
feparated, and it is fit for {p ruing. 
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dogs muft have extreme 
‘able to fupport 


their mafters; and even thefe are 
not allowed, unlefS when it is necef- 
fary. In fummeér, which is their 
feafon of reft, Jittle care is taken of 
them ; the dogs well know how to 
provide for thertifélves, by rangin; 
ever the country and along the fides 
of lakes and rivers ; and the punétu- 


‘ality with which they return, is one 


of the moft ftriking proofs of the 
fidelity of thefe animals. When 
winter arrives, they: dearly pay for 
the liberty and temporary repole 
they have enjoyéd. Their ‘labour 
and flavery bevity-“anew, and thefe 

vigour to be 
them. Meanwhile 
they are not remarkably large, and 
refemble pretty &xaély our mountain 
dogs, or fuch as aré Commonly ufed 
by fhepherds! There “is not an if- 
dividual inhabitant, Ruffian or ng- 
tive, that has lefs than five. The 
make ufe of them whéit they dave, 
when they go to thé forefts to cut 
wood, and for the Conveyance of the} 
effects and proyifigns, as well as their 
ee In fhort, thefe dogs can- 
uct travellers from place to place, 
‘and horfes could not jin reality be 
more ferviceable. ‘They are har- 
neffed to a'fledge two and two toge- 
ther *, with afingle one beforé as a 


leader. This honour is beftowed on 





— 


* They are caftrated like horfes, but the 
mode of performing the opers ion is diffe- 
rent. ‘The Kamtfthadiles do not extir- 
pate the tefticles, but bruife them, and the 
itrument they make ufe of is their teeth. 
Some of them donot furvive, a d others 
are crippled and unfit for-fervice. In the 
mean time it s omagited that equal ad- 
va tave could not be derived from thefe 
anim Is, if they were permitted ro rem.in 
in their n taral flute; it would no be 
practicable to harnefs them with females. 
All the mak s, however, are not mutilat d; 
a fufficicnt numbcr ts .referved for the pre- 
fervation of the fpecies, and ghefe are fre- 


quently uf-d for hunting. 
D4 the 
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e moft intelligent, or the beft train- 
A ioe, and ar anda wonder- 
filly ¢ terms ufed by the conductor 
‘to direct his eaulge “de: cry sf 
‘Vartay, tegtog, turns him to the rignt, 
kod Recher rghdy to the left; the 
Gntelligent animal underftands it 
‘doimediately, and gives to the. reft 
‘the example of obedience: ab, ah, 
ftops them, and /@ makes them fet 
off ‘The number of dogs that it is 
neceflary to harnefs, depends upon 
‘the load; whien it is little more than 
the weight of the perfon who mounts 
the fledge, it is confidered as a com- 
mon fledge, or /aunta *, and the 
team confifts of four or five dogs. 
The harnefs ¢ .is. made of Icather. 
Tt patfes under the neck, that is, up- 
on the breait of thefe fteeds, and is 
joined to the fledge by a ftrap, three 
feet long, in the manner of a trace: 
the dogs are alfo faftened together 
by couples pafled through their col- 
lars; thefe collars are frequently co- 
vered with beur's fkin, by way of 
grnament. 

“ The form of the ledge is like that 
of an oblong baiket, the two ex- 
tremitics of which are elevated in a 
curve, Its leny th is about three feet, 
and its breadth fearcely exceeds a 
foot, This kind of batket, which 
compofes the body of the fledge, is 
of very thin hes the fides are of 
open work, and ornamented with 
{traps of citierent colours. The feat 
of the charioteer is covered with 
bear's fl.in, and elevated three feet 
from the ground, upon four legs, 
which divergs towards the lower ex- 
treiity, ve are faftened to two pa- 
ralle! plank, three or four inches 
broad. “Lhefe planks are not thick, 





* The fledges for baggage are called 
nerta, and are drawn by ten dogs, 
t Called eam 





-but fo long as to extend beyond the 


body ofthe fledge, to which r 
ferve as fupports and as kates, id 
this purpofe they are furniflied under. 
neath, in time of thaw, with three or 
four long pieces of whale-bone, all gf 
them of the fame breadth, and f ften. 
ed to the fkates with leathern thongs, 
In front thefe planks bend Upward, 
and fo meet the poles of the (ledge, 
which gradually lower for that pur. 
pofe, and are adapted to receive g 
part of the ba gage. The front of 
the fledge is farther adorned with 
floating reins or flreds of leather, 
which are of no ule. The charioteer 
has nothing in lis hand but a curved 
ftick, which ferves hia both for rud 
der and whip. Iron rings are {y. 
{pended at one end of the ftick, as 
much for ornament, as to encourage 
the dogs by the noife which thefe 
kind of bells make, and which are 
frequently jingled for that purpofe; 
the other rs is fometimes pointed 
with iron, to make an eafier impref- 
fion on the ice, and ferves at the foe 
time to guide the ardour of thefe 
animals, Dogs, that are well trained, 
have no need to hear the voice of the 
conductor; if he {trike the ice with 
his ftick, they will go to the left; if 
he ftrike. the legs of the fledge, they 
will go to the right; and when he 
wifhies them to ftop, he has only to 
place the ftick between the tnow 
and the front of the fledge. When 
they flacken their pace, and become 
carelefs and inattentive to the fignals, 
or to his yoice, he throws his ftick at 
them }; but then the utmoft addvels 
is necelary to regain it, as he pro- 
ceeds rpidly along ; and this ts one 
of the ftrongeft tefts of the fkiil of the 
conductor. The Kamtfchaciales are 
fingularly expert in this exerci. 


a 





t This ftick is called ofcbtol. 
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eTOMS, MANNERS, and RELIGION of the YAK 
ee 1 -e People of SIBERIA. vom, 


[From the Second Volume of the fame Work.} 


“ HEN fummer commences, 
they leave their winter 
habitations, and with their families, 
and a fmal! number of horfes, go to 
make their harvefts of fodder for con- 
fumption during the froft feafon. 
They repairto a confiderable diftance 
from their yourt, and to the moft 
fertile cantons. In their abfence, 
the horfes are left to the care of the 
fervants, and the neighbouring paf- 
tures ferve for the maintenance of all 
their herds, 
“] very much regret the not hav- 
ing been prefent at their feftival in 


the month of May, in celebration of 


the return of {pring. ‘They affemble 
in the open country, where they ro: ft 
oxen and horfes ; and being fupplied 
with an abundance of Somneriod i 
mouiis, they eat and drink to fatiety, 
dancing and finging at intervals, and 
coucluding at laft with necromancies. 
Their chamans prefide in thefe fefti- 
vals, and deal out their extravagant 
predictions. 

“ Thefe forcerers are more at li- 
berty and more reveredthan in Kamt- 
fchatka, Regarded as interpreters 
of the gods, they grant their media- 
tion to the ftupid Yakout, who im- 
plores it with trembling, but always 
pays for it. I have feen thefe dupes 
give their fineft horfe to conduct a 
chaman to his village. Nothing can 
be more frightful than the magic ex- 
hibitions of thefe impoftors. As I 
knew nothing of them but from re- 

rt, I was defirvous of being prefent. 

was aftonifhed at the veracity of the 
account that had been given me: I 


fhall content myfelf with deferibi 
the chaman that exhibited before 
me. 

“ Dreffed in a habit that was orna- 
mented with bells and plates of iron, 
which made a deafening noife, he 


beat befides on a donben, or tabor, 


with a degree of force that was terri- 
fying. He then ran about like a 
maniac, with his mouth open, and 
his head turned in every direction. 
His black defhevelled hair concealed 
his face, and beneath it proceeded at 
one moment real groans, the next 
tears and fobs, and then loud peals 
of laughter, the ufual preludes of 
thefe revelations. 

“In the idolatry of the Yakouts, 
we find all the abfurdities and fuper- 
flitious practices of the ancient Kamt- 
{chadales, Koriacs, Tchouktchis, and 
other inhabitants of thefe countries. 
They have however fome more folid 
principles; and amidtt the ridiculous 
fi¢tions under which they are buried, 
we meet with ideas ingenious enough 
re{pecting the fupreme being, mi- 
aio and future rewards and pu- 
nifhments, 

But 1 was chiefly ftruck with the 
vivacity and fingularity of their turn 
of mind. They delight in the .fa- 
bles drawn from their abfurd my- 
thology, and they relate them with 
all the confidence of credulity itfelf, 
By comparing them with our own, 
one is tempted no Jonger to hold in 
fuch efteem our ancient and modern 
fabulifts, when we fee this {pecies of 
compofition cultivated by fuch rivals. 
The two following fables were — 
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lated for me by Golikoff, word for 
~ «Phere arofe on day in a lai 


« Jake, a violent conte:. between 

« different f{pecies of fifh. The que- 
« {tion was the eftablifhment of a 
« tribunal of fupreme judges, whofe 
« bufinefs it fhould be to govern the 
« whole finny tribe. The herring, 
“and moft diminutive fifth, concetv- 
« €d that they had as much right to 
“the prerogative as the falmon. 
& From one thing to another the dif- 
% pute became fo warm that the fmall 
« fifth united in a body againft the 
« Jarge, who took advantage of their 
“ weakne to infult and perfecute 
“them. Hence inteftine and bloody 
‘“¢ wars that end in the deftruction of 
one of the two parties. The van- 
“ quifhed, who er from being 
“ killed, fled to the fmal! canals, and 
“ Jeft the large fifh, who had the 
« victory, maiters of the lake. Such 
« is the law of the ftrongeft.” 

«“ The other fable bears a greater 
refemblance to our old women's tales, 
with which children are terrified, and 
the tedioufnefs of a ruftic evening 
beguiled. I fliould be apt to fufpect 
that itwasthe production ofachaman. 

« A Yakout had failed in refpect, 
“or done fome injury to this cha- 
“man. The devil, to avenge the 
* latter, transformed himfelf into a 
“cow; and, having mixed in the 
« herd, contrived, while it was feed- 
«« ing by the fide of a wood, to fteal 
« the fineft heifers. In the evening 
“when the herdfman returned, his 
« enraged matter afcribed all the lofs 
“to his negligence, and drove him 
« from his houfe. Immediately the 
“ devi) appeared in the drefs of a 
« herdfman, an agreement was made, 
*“ and the next day he drove the cows 
“to field. One, two days paffed, and 
“ the Yakout faw nothing of his herd. 
“ In his diftrefs he went with his wife, 
“ fearched every where for his cows, 
* andatlaft found them—but in what 






“ diforder ! Upon his approach 
“began to fkip and dance to the 
** found of the thite of the perfidions 
“herdfman. The mafter ftormed 
“and raved. * Hold there” {rid 
«the devil to him. « Tt well ke 
* comes thee indeed, who haft abufed 
“cc “ 

the confidence of the moft refped. 
“ able of chamans, to accufe me of 
“ ftealing thy herd. May this ferve 
“thee as a leflon, and teach thee 
“ to give every man that which be. 
és longs tohim.” Upon this the herd 
“ and the herdfman difappeared, and 
“the poor Yakout loft all his pro. 
“ perty.” 

“ The place where this fcene paff- 
ed, has fince that time been confider- 
ed as the abode of infernal {pirits, 
The incredulous {cruple not to affert 
that the devil who ftole the cows, was 
no other than the chaman himfelf: 
but fuch is the fimplicity of the ho- 
neft Yakouts, that they feel a repug- 
nance at this fufpicion, and treat it 
as horrible blafphemy. 

«“ Rem: ins of old tombs of the Ya- 
kouts were frequently pointed out to 
me inthe woods. ‘They were coffins 
clumfily made, and fufpended on the 
branches of trees: I know not from 
what motive they have renounced 
this cuftom of expofing their dead in 
the open air, and at a diftance from 
their habitations ; but at prefent their 
mode of interment is fimilar to that 
of Chriftians. 

“ The funerals are attended with 
a kind of pomp, more or lets magnifi- 
cent, in proportion to the rank and 
wealth of the defunét. If a prince, 
he is‘arrayed in his fineft habits. arid 
moft {plendid arms. The body, placed 
in a coffin, is carried by the family 
to the tomb; deep groans anounce 
the folemn proceffion. His favourite 
horfe, and another the beft of hisftud, 
both richly caparifoned, and led by 
a valet, or near relation, walk by the 
fide of the corpfe. When arrived at 
the burying place, they are tied to 

two 
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ed near the grave, and 

be aes as Dead ame 
sare cut over the corpfe.. This 
ndy libation is the homage paid 
if attachment to thefe animals, 
pare fuppofed to follow him into 
other world, where it is imagin- 
dd he will again be able to enjoy 
am. They are then flayed; the 
head and hide, in one entire piece, 
gre fixed horizontally wu the 
branches of trees at a {mall diftance 
from the grave; and fuch is the 
memorial that is crected. A fire is 
then kindled, and the laft proof of 
riendfhip for the deceafed confifts 
in roafting and eating upon the fpot 
thefe favoured animals. The featt 


— concluded, the company dif- 






b 


. The fame ceremonial is ob- 
ed for a woman, except that in- 
ftead of a horfe, they facrifice her fa- 
yourite cow. 
«“ The Yakouts are robuft, and in 
large. They refemble the 
artars in the caft of their features, 
and there is faid alfo to be a great 
fimilarity in the idioms of thefe two 
ople; I can only affirm that the 
Vakouts are very abrupt in their 
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manner of {peaking, and do not con- 
net their words. ss 

“« Their drefs is fimple, and nearly 
the fame all the year round; the 
only difference is, that in winter it 
z made ion Over their chemife 

ey com wear a large {tri 
waiftcoat with heen Thee breeches 
do not extend below the middle of the 
thigh, but their long boats, called 
farr’, reach above the knee-. In hot 
weather they wear nothing but the 
breeches. 

“ ‘They pretend to ride better than 
any other nation in the world, and 
their vanity in this refpeét is carried 
fo far, that they avoid, from a fenti- 
ment of difdain, giving to travellers 
their moft mettlefome fteeds. 

* Polygamy forms a part of the 
polisical code of thefe sania. Oblig- 

ed to make frequent journies, a Ya- 
kout has a wife in every place where 
he ftops, but he never aifembles them 
together. Notwithftanding this li- 
cence, they are jealous to excefs, and 
the {worn enemies of whoever fhall 
dare to violate the rights of hofpi- 
tality.” 
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MANNERS, and CUSTOMS 


of the SWEDES. 


{From Mr. Catreau’s Genera View of Swepen.] 


« HOUGH Sweden is cover- 

ed with rocks, woods, and 
mountains, its inhabitants are mild 
and peaceable. Theft, murder, rob- 
bery, and atrocious crimes, in gene- 
fal, are very uncommon a:nongft 
them; and even in war, they do not 
appear to be fanguinary. Every 
traveller who traverfes their country, 
muft pay a tribute of gratitude and 
efteem to their attention, difintereft- 


ednefs and hofpitality. Naturally 
ferious and grave, they are acquaint- 
ed with and cultivate the valuable 
bonds of fociability. Under the 
moft fimple external appearance, 
they conceal a profound judgment, 
an acute and delicate genius, and 
often an active and intrepid fpirit. 
They long made a con{picuous figure 
by their military exploits, and they 
have fince proved, that they are 
equally 
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ally fie for the arts of” g 
are very fond of travelling ; 

But at the fame'time, they love their 
conntry, néver forget it, and always 
loi to fee itagam. With an ir- 
alas: tadliutfon for liberty, they 
are attached to their mafters, and ma- 
jetty is alwavs certain of their vene- 
ration and refpett. They fupport 
rty with cotrace and patience; 

t riches to them are often attended 
with danger. : 

Thereare fome cantons in Sweden, 
where the manners of the bow le are 
fill truly patriarchal, and difplev the 
utmoft purity, innocence, and can- 
dour. Ve travellers, endowed with 
upright and fecling hearts, hafien 
to | exold this interefting fpectacle ; 
it is faperior to that exhibited by the 
wonders of art, end the monuments 
of pomp and luxury! But delay not; 
corruption <lready begins to diffufe 
abroad het deftrudlive breath, and 
more than one trace of its banefil 
influence are alreadv to be perceived. 
Pernicious maxims, a tafte for frivo- 
fous objects, and the ambition of 
imitating other nations, whofe man- 
ner of living is generaily boafted of, 
will infenfibly produce a revolution, 
which every virtuous citizen mutt 
lament. The exceflive ufe of fpi- 
rituous liquors is no lefs dangerous 
and deftructive to gaod morels ; the 
number of the places where they are 
fold increafes every day, and fome of 
them may be met with at every itep, 
on the moft frequented roads. “Phi- 
ther the labo.ver and the artift go, 
to facrifice both their health and mo- 
ney, to fwallow 2 deftructive poifon, 
which enervates their bodies, and 
renders them ftupid. 

The Swedes are diftinguifhed 
from other peopie of Europe by a 
national drefs, eftablifhed in 1777, 
with the laudable defign of reprefling 
luxury inthe article of clothes. The 
men wear a clofe coat, very wide 
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siti, ¢ Weel nae ara 
rh ; prone nd a Cloak. 
e ufual colour i$black. ‘In cenw 
dreffes, the cloak, the buttons, the 
girdle, and the fhoe-ftrings, ate'of a 
flame colour. The women wear 4 
black robe, with pu ‘Ted gauze fleeves, 
acoloured fath and ribbands. Thofe 
who go to cotrt, have their fleeves of 
white gauze. 
~ There is aifo oP pdoniny uniforny 
for gala days. € men appear in 
a blue fatin fuit, lined wit white, 
and ornamented with lace; the wo. 
men in a white fatin robe, with co. 
floured fefhes and ribb-nds. Two 
days of the year, the firft of Muy 
and Midfummer, are in Sweden 
particulerly confecrzted to public 
mirth and joy. On the firft of May; 
large fires, which feem to announce 
that natural warmth about to fuc- 
ceed the feveritv of the winter, are 
kindied tn the fields; around thefe 
people affemb!e, while others go ta 
enjoy good cheer, and with the ghafs 
in their hands to banifh care’ and 
forrow. Midfummer day is ftill bet- 
ter calculated to infpire mirth and 
feftivity: the fine feafon is then 
eftablifhed ; the fun every where dif- 
fufes his vivifying rays ; the tenants 
of the woods, freed from their long 
captivity, tune their throats to joy; 
the flocks range the fields at their 
eafe, to tafte the juicy grafs; and 
man, awakened from that lethargy 
into which he has been funk, to- 
gether with all nature, feems to be 
animated by a new foul, while his 
faculties refume their wonted vigour, 
and his heart becomes open to the 
foft impreflions of fenfibility. On 
the evening before this happy period, 
the people afleémble ; the houfes are 
ornamented with boughs, and the 
young men and young women erect 
a pole, around which they dance till 
morning. Having recruited their 
Grength by feme hours of repofe, 
2 they 
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sepaif church, and after im- 
tt the protection of the Supreme 
; -again give themfelves up, 

“eoth etfuaons of joy, which un- 
doubted are no lefs agreeable to 
of mankind than positing 


and hymns. During theie 


the people difplay all 
pci p Avi and fongs, the 
greater part of which are national, 
and partake fomewhat of the cli- 


Oa The inhabitants of the fouthern 
provinces endeavour. to provide 
places of fhelter from. the heat; and 
thofeof the north, living near the 
abode of Boreas, employ all their in- 
‘tv to preferve themfelves from 
his art is well known in 
Sweden: peliffes, cloaks, great coats, 
and boots lined with furs, are of ex- 
cellent fervice. The greater part 
of the houfes are of bays ; but when 
well conftructed, a ept in repair, 
they are warmer than thofe built ot 
brick or fione: they likewifecon- 
traf lefs moifture, and are not {6 
to retain that nourifher of cold. 
feams of the windows are daub- 
edover with pitch or cement, and 
double ones are fometimes employed ; 
but thefe are attended with a very 
fenfible inconvenience in pinay by 
rendering the apartments too 
The ftoves are conftructed in fuch a 
manner as is moft fuitable to the 
country ; the tubes of them are fo 
twifted as to make the heat circulate, 
and to prevent it from being too foon 
difipated: by means of a lever, the 
air may be condenfed and rarefied at 
pleafure. Wood here is not dear, 
and little care is employed to fave it. 
The price of provifions is equally 
moderate; but the cafe is not the 
fame with labour and objects of lux- 
uty. The lower clafles of people live 
principally upon hard bread, falted 


or dried fith, and water-gruel; beer 


is their ordinary beverage, and they 
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can procure jt exceedingly cheap, 
At the tables of the rich ~ opulent, 
there is, always plenty of meat, and 
the repaft is preceded by a kind of 
collation, confifting of butter, cheefe, 
falt provifions, and ftrong liquors. 
Strangers are aitonidied to fee wo- 
men here often {wallow large quan- 
tities of t.cfe liquors, and with the 
fame eafe as the men. The. con-. 
fumption of wine is very, great in 
Sweden; but people feldom drink it 
to excefs. The ufe of tea and coffee 
isevery day exteaded more and more. 
“One cannot travel in Sweden, 
without being {truck with the ar- 
rangements which adminiftration 
have formed for the convenience of 
travelling. They bear a peculiar 
character which is altogether national 
The peafants furnifh horfes, each of 
which cofts four {chellings per mile, 
except in cities, where people mutt 
pay fix. Ateach poft acertain num- 
ber of them is kept always in readi- 
nefs,and when thefe are not fuflicient, 
others are fought for in the neigh- 
bourhood. The perfon who pro- 
cures the horfes, prefents to the tra- 
veller a book, the leaves of which are 
divided into feveral columns. In 
thefe the latter inferts the day and 
hour of his arrival; his name and 
his quality; the place from whick 
he came, and that to which he is go- 
ing; the number of horfes he fas 
employed, and the mauner in which 
he has been ferved. At the end of 
every month this book is tranfinitted 
to the territorial judge. ‘The horfes 
are {mall, and make litde thew; but 
they go very faft, efpecially in win- 
ter. The fledge may be faid to 
cleave the air; it pafles over lakes 
covered with ice and f{now, and you 
are at your journey’s end when you 
perhaps think that you have only got 
half way. Ii you treat the peafants 
with mildnefs, you may make them 
do whatever you choofe: it is only 
peer 









in the nelghbournood of the capital 
that they ere felif-interefted and un- 
ruly, It iva great pity, that an eftab- 
liftment fo convenient for the travel- 
ler fhould be hurtful to agricul- 
ture. 

“ Such are the principal outlines 
of the piture exhibited in general 

the Sebaiter, manners, and cuf- 
toms of the Swedes. By examin- 
iny each province in particular, we 
fhall, however, find various fhades 
of a deeper or lighter caft. The 
Scandian, who cultivates a fertile 
foil, and who commonly poffeffes a 
moderate fhare of wealth, is fen- 
fible of his happinefs, and imparts 
it to others. “he Smolander, his 
neighbour, placed amidft barren 
rocks and melancholy woods, is 
humble, mild, and fubmiffive the 
imaileft reward will fatisfy him, 
and he teftifies his gratitude in 
the moft firple and affecting man- 
ner. The Weftrogoth, who like- 
wife inhabits a country little favour- 
ed by nature, is well acquainted with 
the refourcés of induttry, and puts 
them in praétice: above all, he un- 
deritands to periection every kind of 
tratlic. The Oftrogoth has nothin 
avainft him but his name; he is dif 
tinguifhed by his politenefs, his affa- 
bility, and the eafinefs of his ma- 
ners; he refembles that nature with 
which he is furrounded, and which 
every where prefents itfelf under the 
moft pleafing afpects. ‘The vicinity 
of the capital gives to the Suderma- 
manian and the Uplander, a dou- 
ble phyfiognomy, the natural fea- 
tures of which have been disfigured. 
The Weftmanian prepofleffes by a 
a noble figure, a firmnefs-and {tea- 
dinefs of character, and fimple but 
mild manners. The inhabitant of 
that diftri€t called Norland, is very 
tall; has an intrepid look; and 
franknefs and loyalty are painted in 
his countenance: The “mbabitant 
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of Finland is honeft, induftriqn: 
enured to labour, and capable of en 
7 great hardthips ; but he ivr, 
proached with being ftiff and obi. 
nate. The Laplanders, who live on 
the borders of Norland, begin to be 
civilized ; but the reft are ftill in g 
favage ftate, and acquainted with 
no other rule of conduct than the 
inftinét of nature. 

“ We cannot here pafs over in §. 
lence that remarkable tribe, whof 
name alone recalls the idea of patrio. 
tifin and courage. Under a rigo 
rous fky, amid{t mountains covered 
with fnow, during eight months'of 
the year the Dalecarlians accuftony 
themfelves to the fevereft laboury, 
and fear no fatigue. Like the rocks 
which furround them, they brtive 
every attack ; proud and intrepid, a 
al] mountaineers are, they deteft Ma- 
very, refiit oppreffion ; and attached 
to their manners and cuftoms, 
they tranfmit them unchanged from 
generation to generation. Short 
coats, all black or white, a long 
beard, and an uncouth but nervous 
diajeét, diftinguifh them from the 
other inhabitants of Sweden,  Plae- 
ed upon an ungrateful and barren 
foil, they have have often no other 
nourifhment than Bread compof- 
ed of the coarfeft mel, mixed 
with bark of trees, grue! feafoned 
only with water and falt, or dried 
fifth. Thefe people emigrate, in 
great numbers, to feck for matnte- 
nance in the more opulent provinces; 
and above allin the capital: they are 
einployed in public as well as in pri- 
vate works, ahd in whatever hep 
undertake, they fhew as much intel- 
ligence as honeity. Whilft they are 
abfent from their native country, 
they obferve the {tri&eft economy tn 
their manner of living, and endes 
vour to fave enough to enable them 
to return; and'to fi upply their wants, 
whiclr are° aot immierous. Simple; 
opeil, 
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ncere, the Dalecarlians 
ent on their guard 

* fraud deception: the 
cunning of fome dexterous adven- 
turers has often engaged them in en- 
terprifes a5 contrary Co their intereft 
ws to that of the ftate; but the 
blame cannot fall upon them; they 
have never entertained any criminal 
intentions; the only object they had 
in view was, to ppett the privileges 
of the nation. ‘The mot brilliant 

‘od of their hiftory is, doubtlefs, 
that of thofe exploits by which they 
fignalized their valour under the ban- 
nerssof Guitavus I.; they delivered 
their fellow citizens from the yoke ot 

efion, and at the fame time 
faved their country. 

“4 The capital of Sweden has had 
the fate of all thofe proud cities, to 
which the riches of flates are con- 
veyed, and in which they are accu- 
mulated. Except fome few. thades, 
atifing from different degrees of opu- 
lence and population, Stockholm ex- 
hibits the fame fcenes as other places 
of the like kind, Here we may fee 
the madnefs of Juxury palling trom 
the fuperior to. the inferior clafles; a 
tafte for pleafure giving birth to a 
diflike-for labour and the perform- 
ange of one’s duty, and feduction 
facrificing numberlefs unhappy vic- 
tims, to gratify brutal and inordinate 
pallions. Here alfo we meet with 
abundance of profeffed yainblers, fine 
gentlemen and fine ladies, good- 
natured hufbands, and modith wives, 
who take advantage of their fimpli- 
city and condefcenfion. ‘The fafhi- 
ons and caftoms which are imported 
from France, always obtain ots a 
decided preference ; this, fometimes, 
produces fingular effects, which form 
a whimfical contraft withthe cli- 
mate, and the indelible traits of na- 
Bet character, 

“ Among the public amufements at 
tockholin, thofe mot worthy of 
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notice are theatrical reprefentations. 
‘The opera here has attained to a de- 
gree of perfecuon which aitonithes 
rangers. Original pieces are fome- 

times performed; the veft are tranf. 
lated from the French; but the pre- 
ference is always given to thofe which 
have mufic of Gluck’s compofition. 
The theatre, called the dramatic, is 
deftined for plays, and the higher 
{pecies of comedy: that called the 
comic \8 fet apart for pieces of a lefs 
ferious nature, and for farces; but 
though both thefe theatres have made 
confiderable progrefs, they have ftill 
need of improvement. ‘Khe French 
comedy was formerly referved for the 
court; but, of late years, it has been 
open to the public. A: tafte for the 
drama has been diffufed from the 
capital inte’ the provinces: theatres 
are eliablifhed at Gottenburg, Nor- 
keeping, Carlfcrona, Obo, aud }ah- 
lun; and we are afliured, that the ma- 
nagers derive great profits from them. 

* Government have eltablifhed at 
Stockholm, a tribunal of police, on 
the plan of that at Paris; it is much 
reipected, and has at its head the 
governor of the city. Watchmen 
are diftributed in all the quarters 
of the capital, who go the rounds 
in winter from nine, and in fum- 
mer from ten in the evening 
till four in the morning. They 
call out the hours; and during 
the whole night, all the fireets re- 
found with the following words: 
May the good and all powerful arm 
of God preferve our city from. fire 
aud flames! The hours are announced 
alfo, from the tops of towers, by ai 
inftrument, the melancholy founds 
of which are not very agreeable to 
thofe who cannot enjoy fleep. Pru-, 
dent arrangements prevent here the 
ravages occafioned by fires, and they 
will be ftill lefs dreaded when wooden 
houfes have eirtiwely difappeared. 
An order has been diued by govern: 


ment, 











ment, forbidding any new ones to 
be erected, or the old to be repaired. 
The infurance office againtt fires has 
gained the confidence of the public ; 
and the provincial cities, as well as 
the capital, may partake of the ad- 
vantages ar fing from this inftitution. 
The ftreets of Stockholm are lighted 
during the winter nights, and fome 
other cities have followed the exam- 
ple of the capital. For this purpofe 
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lanterns are affixed to the houfes, of 
placed upon potis; but thee lumi 
naries afford but a feeble and uniter. 
tain light. Though the ftreets of 
Stockholm are broad and {pacious, 
it is much to be wifhed, for the fake 
of thofe who walk, that they had 
foot-paths and were better } ved, 
The public walk, called the Kings 
Garden, might be made much more 
extenfive.” 





The CHARACTER and MODE of LIVING of the MODERN 
PERSIANS. 


(From Mr. Frarx.iin’s Osservations, made on a Tour from 


BeNGAL to Persia, in 


« ¥ N attempting to fay any thing 

of the chara¢ter of the Perfians, 
I am fenfible of the difficulty of the 
undertaking, from my being fo 
fhort a time amongft them. An 
acquaintance with the real character 
of a people is only capable of being 
attained by a very long refidence; vet 
as, during my itay in Pertia, from the 
fituation | was placed in, by living in 
a native family, 1 had an opportunity 
of feeing more of the nature and dif- 
pofition of the middling fort of peo- 
ple, and their manners and cuftoms, 
than perhaps has fallen to the lot of 
moft travellers, I am induced to 
give the few obfervations I made 
during that period. ‘The Perfians, 
with refpeét to outward behaviour, 
are certainly the Parifians of the 
Eaft. Whilft a rude and infolent de- 
meanour peculiarly marks the cha- 
racter of the Turkifh nation to- 
wards foreigners and Chriftians, the 
behaviour of the Perfians would, on 
the contrary, do honour to the moft 
cwilized nations: they are kind, 
courteous, Civil and obliging to all 


ftrangers, without being guided by 
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thofe religious prejudices fo very pre- 
valent in every other Mahomedan 
nation; they are fond of enquiring 
after the manners and cuftoms of 
Europe; and, in return, very rea- 
dily afford any information in 
refpect to their own country. 
The practice of hofpitality is with 
them fo grand a point, that a 
man thinks himfelf highly ho- 
noured if you will enter his houfe 
and partake of what the family 
affords; whereas going out of a 
houfe, without fmoaking a Calein, 
or taking any other refrefhment, is 
deemed, in Perfia, a high affront; 
they fay that every meal a ftranger 
partakes with them brings a bietling 
upon the houfe: to account for this, 
we muft underftand it as a pledge of 
faith and proteétion, when we con- 
fider that the continual wars in which 
this country has been involved, with 
very little ceffation, fince the ex- 
tinétion of the Sefi family, have 
greatly tended to an univerfal de- 
pravity of difpofition, and a perpe- 
tual inclination to aéts of hoftility. 


This has leffened that foftnefs and 
urbanity 














manners for which this 
a ech at ail former times fo 
; and has at ~ a time 
++ extinguifhed all fentiments 
t oa me humanity amongitt 
thofe of higher rank. 
The Perfians, in their converfa- 
tion, wle fuch extravagant and hy- 
lical compliments on the moft 
trifling occafions, that it would at 
firt infpire a ftranger with an idea, 
chat every inhabitant of the place 
was willing to lay down his life, 
thed his blood, or fpend his mony 
in his fervice: #ad this mode of ad- 
drefs (which in fact means nothing) 
is obferved not only by thofe of a 
higher rank, but even amongft the 
meanett artificers, the loweft of which 
will make no fcruple, on your ar- 
rival, of offering you the city of 
Shirauz and all its appurtenances, 
as a peithkufh, or prefent. This 
behaviour appears at firft very re- 
markable to Europeans, but after a 
fhort time becomes equally familiar. 
Freedom of converfation is a thing 
totally unknown in Perfia, as that 
svalls ave cars, is proverbially in the 
mouth of every one.—The fear of 
chains which bind their bodies has 
alfo enflaved their minds; and their 
converfation to men ef fuperior rank 
to themfelves is marked with figns of 
the moft abject and flavifh fubmif- 
fion; while, on the contrary, they 
are as haughty and overbearing to 
their inferiors. The exceflive fear 
and awe they ftand in before the 
great is exemplified in a circum- 
nee I fhall mention, which hap- 
ned when I accompanied Mr. 
Jones, of the Buffora factory, to the 
Perfian camp, in an audience we 
were admitted to with Jaafar Khan. 
The Khan had ordered Mr. Jones 
to be hewn his hories; who having 
feen them was atked which he liked 
the beft. Mr. Jones told him 
(through me) that ine approved very 
1790. 
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much of the ftud in general,..but 
that two horfes (naming them) were 
entitled to more particular attention. 
This the man who accompanied us, 
and who was in the capacity of a 
gentleman ufher, interpreted to the 
Khan in the following terms: “+ He 
* fays that all the horfes are the finett 
“ that ever were feen; but as to the 
“ two marked out, their equal is not 
**to be found in any part of the 
“world.” And at this anfwer the 
Khan himfelf feemed pleafed; no 
doubt from having been ufed to no 
other language froim his infancy. 

“ The Perfians, in their converf:- 
tion, aim much at elegance, and are 
perpequelly vepeating verfes and paf- 

ages from the works of their moft 
favourite poets, Hafiz, Sidi, and Ja- 
mi ; a practice univerfally prevalent, 
from the higheft to the loweft; be- 
caufe thofe who have not the advan- 
tages of reading and writing, or the 
other benefits arifing from education, 
by the help of their memories, 
which are very retentive, and what 
they learn by heart, are always ready 
to bear their part in converfation. 
They alfo delight much in jokes and 
quaint saci, and are fond of 
playing upon each other; whicia 
they fometimes do with great ele- 
gance and irony. There is one 
thing much to be admired in their 
converfations, which is the ftrict 
attention they always pay to the per- 
fon fpeaking, whom they never in- 
terrupt on any account. They are 
in general a perfonable, and in ma- 
ny refpeéts a handfome people; 
their complexions, faving thofe whe 
are expoied to the inclemencies of t:.¢ 
weather, are as fair as Europeans. 

The women at Shirauz have at all 
times been celebrated over thofe of 
other parts of Perfia for their beauty, 
and not without reafon. Of thofe 
whom I had the fortune to fee dur- 

ing my telidence, and who wer: 
£ moitly 
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moftly relations and friends of the 
family I lived in, many were tall and 
well- fhaped ; but their bright and 
arkling eyes was a very flriking 
beauty : this, however, is in a great 
meafure owing to art, as they rub 
their eye lids with the black pow- 
der of antimony (called furma), 
which adds an incomparable brilfi- 
ancy to their natural Inftre. The 
large black eye 1s in moft eftimation 
among the Perfians, and this is the 
molt common at Shirauz. As the 
women in Mahomedan countries are, 
down to the meaneft, covered with 
a veil from head to foot, a fight is 
never to be obtained of them in the 
ftrect; but trom my fituation, | 
have feen manv of them within 
doors, as when anv came to vifit the 
family where [ lived, which many 
did, dire‘ted by their curiofity to tee 
an Europeatr: underftanding | be- 
longed to the houfe, they made 
fi ruple of pulling off their veils, and 
converfing with vreat inquifitivenet, 
and familsarity, which feemed much 
gratified by my ready « onpblane ewith 
their requeft, in informing then of 
European cuftoms and manners, and 
never foiled to procure me thank:, 
with the additional character of a 
yood-natured Ferinvy (the aypella- 
tion by which all Eavopeans are dif- 
tinguithe 1), “Phe women in Pertia, 
as in all Mahomedan nations, after 
marriage, are very little better than 
flaves to their hutbands. ‘Thofe 
mild and familtar endeariments which 
grace the focial board of an kuro- 
pein, and which at the fame time 
they afford a mutual fatisfaction to 
either fex, tend alfo to refine and po- 
hifymenners, are totally unknown in 
Mahomedan countries. ‘The hut- 
band, of a fufpicious temper, and 
chained down by an obftinate and 
perfevering etiquette, thinks hinfelt 
alfronted even by the inquiry of a 
friend after the health of his wife. 


Calling her by name is never ah 
lowed of ; the mode of addrefy mutt 
be, * May the mother of fuch a fo, 
“or fucly a daughter, be h; ApDpy ; 1 
* hope fhe is in bre alth,” And none, 
except thofe of the neareft kin, asa 
brother, or uncle, are ever allowed 
to fee the females of the family un. 
veiled: it would be deemed as an in. 
fult.—"Phrice happy ye, my fair and 
amiable countrywomen, who, bora 
and educated in a land of freedom, 
can, without violating the laws of 
P ropriety, both give and receive the 
yenefit of focial l.*tercourfe, unin. 
eal ‘(led by the baneful effedts of jea- 
' Rejoice that thefe ble! mings are 
alforded you!—whir h have inculcat. 
ed the fentiments of liber: lity and 
litenefs, and which {till contribute to 
enhance the value of fociety, and to 
lecure you a permanent and unal. 
loved felicity! —The Perfian ladies, 
however, during the days of court- 
flip, have in their turn pre-emi- 
nence; a miftrefs making no feru pile 
ol comm: inding her lover to ftand all 
dav long at the door of her father’s 
houfe, repeating verfes in praife ot 
her beauty and accomplifhments; 
and thiy is the g general w ay of making 
love at Shivauz; a lover rare sly be. 
ing admitted to a fight of his mif- 
tre fs, before the marriage contract Ws 
figned., 

‘The Perfians, in their difpo- 
fitions, are much inclined to fudden 
anger; quick, fiery, and very fen- 
fible of affronts, which they imme- 
diately refent on the {pot. They are 
a brave and couragcous people; but 
I have before faid, that their fre- 
quent wars have much depraved 
thew ancient urbanity of mannets: 
aud this ferocity of difpofition has 
alfo introduced a ftrife, peculiar to 
the lower clafs of inhabitants of Shi- 
rauz. When two people begin 
fighting, it always raifes a great 


crowd, who generally feparately = 
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sart of one or the other in the 
conteft, and the whole prefently be- 
comes afeene of tumult and confu- 
gon, until the arrival of the Diro- 
ot judge of the police, who puts 
an end to the fray. Thefe riots are 
very frequent, and even the boys are 
fond of ramiing to them, In order 
w have a -fhare in the conten - 
tion, In their capacities they are 
ready, prompt, and ingenious ; 
but thefe talents they too often 
employ in the moft diferedita- 
ble way, being the greateft liars in 
the world, practifing the moft im- 
obable falfities with the graveft aii 
imaginable; and fo far from being 
abathed by a detection, they always 
endeavour to turn it oll with a 
ugh, and even confefs themfelves, 
that they think there is NO harm in 
telling a lye, provided it can be of 
anv benefit to themfelves: and they 
will always, in every bufinefs they 
are engaged in, endeavour firft to 
bring it about by lying and knavery ; 
which, if unfuccefsful (as thofe with 
whom they deal are full as expert as 
themfelves), they will then conclude 
the bargain with truth and honefty ; 
but either way is equally indificrent 
to them. 

“ The Perfians univerfally have a 
fixed belief in the eflicacy of charms, 
omens, talifmans, and other fuper- 
ftitions. Befides what they received 
fince their converfion to Mahormeda- 
nilm, they have in general retained 
all that their anceftors before practif- 
ed. Indeed, the only dilference 1s, 
that what was before authorifed aud 
commanded by the Magian reliyion, 
has been fubfequently allowed by the 
religion of Mahomed. They are, 


of all people the moft addi¢ted to the 
idea of fortunate or aufpicious days 
and hours, the dies fafti atque nefafti 
of the Romans; and even on the mi- 
nuteft and moft trifling occafions will 
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feck for a lucky moment.’ Going a 
journey can never be performed 
without firit confulting a book of 
omens, each chapter of which begins 
with a particular letter of the alpha- 
bet, which is deemed fortunate or 
inaufpicious; and fhould they un- 
luckily pitch upon one of the latter, 
the journey miutt of courfe be delay- 
ed until a more favourable opportu- 
nity. Entering a new houfe, the 
putting on of a new garment, with 
numberle{s other common and trifling 
occurrences, are determined by mo- 
tions equally abfurd and frivolous, 
In their marriages they pay the ftrict. 
eft attention to this point; a bucky 
hour for figning the contraét, and 
another for the wedding-day, being 
eiteemed abfolutely neceflary to the 
future happinefs of the intended 
couple, ‘lhofe allio who are in good 
circumftances, generally fend for a 
Muunjim, or aitrologer, at the birth 
of a child, in order to calculate his 
horofcope, with the utmoft exaét- 
nels. 

“To a man they have their talif- 
mans, which are generally fome fen- 
tence from the Koran, or faying of 
their prophet Ali, written” either 
upon paper, or engraved upon a 
{mall plate of filver, which they 
bind round their arms, and other 
parts ol the body ; but thofe of higher 
rank make ule of rubics, emeralds, 
and other precious ftones. The 
women of condition have fmall fil- 
ver plates of a circular form, upon 
which are engraved fentences from 
the Koran; which, as well as the 
talifmans, they bind about their arms 
with pieces of red and green filk, 
and look upon them as never-failing 
charms againit the fafcinations of 
the devil, or wicked {pirits (whom 
they call Deebs), and who they fay 
are conftantly roaming about the 
world, to do all the miicluef in their 
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power, They are equally abfurd in 
their ideas of the heavenly bodies, at 
leaft the middling and lower clafs of 
pore particularly in refpeét to the 

ling of the ftars, eclipfes of the 
fun and moon, and the appearances 
of meteors and comets. As for their 
religious fyftem, they believe there 
are nine heavens, the loweft of 
which is that immediately above 
their heads: they imagine, there- 
fore, that on the falling ofa ftar, it 
is occafioned by the angels in the 
lower heaven giving blows on the 
heads of the devils, for attempting 
to penetrate into thofe regions. Mr. 

fanway has taken notice of this 
circumftance in his travels; and it 
is the firm belief of the Perfians in 
eneral, and even amongft fome of 
thofe who, from their education 
and fenfe, ought to be better in- 
formed, 

* Among other cuftomsof a fuper- 
fiitious nature, they believe that 
{corpions, of which there are great 
numbers in this country, and very 
venomous, may de deprived of the 
power of ftinging, by means of a 
certain prayer which they make ufe 
of. The perfon who has power of 
binding, as it is called, turns his 
tace towards the fign Scorpio, in the 
heavens, which they all know, and 
repeats this prayer. Every perfon 
prefent, at the conclufion of a fen- 
tence, claps his hands; after this is 
done, they think that they are per- 
fectiy iate: nor ifthev fhould chance 
to fee any (corpions during that night, 
do they feruple taking hold of them, 
trufting tothe efficacy of this fan- 
cied all-powerful charm. I have 
frequently feen the man in whofe 
family i lived, repeat the above 
praver, on being defired. by his 
children to bind the fcorpions : after 
which the whole family has gone 
quietly and contentedly to bed, fully 


eo they could receive no hurt 
ythem. During the fummer a 
fon, fcorpions appear in great num. 
bers; they are quite black jy ap. 
pearance, and very large, and the 
fting of them is dangerous, but no 
mortal: thofe, however, which are 
found in the more northern parts of 
Perfia, and particularly in the pros 
vince of Cafhan, are of fo danve. 
rous a nature, as often to caufe im. 
miediate death. 

“The Perfians are, of all Maho. 
medan nations, the leaft {crupulous 
of drinking wine, as many of them 
do it publicly, and almoft al] of 
them in private (excepting thofe 
who have pertormed the pilgrimage 
to Mecca, and men of religion) s 
they alfo are very liable to be quar- 
reliome when tnebriated, which js 
often attended with fatal confe. 
quences. ‘They eat opium, but 
in’ much lefs quantities than the 
‘Turks; and indeed in every thing 
they fay or do, eat or drink, they 
make a point to be as different 
from this nation as poffible, whom 
they deteft to a man, beyond mea. 
fure; efteeming Jews and Chriftians 
fluperioy to them, and much nearer 
to falvation. 

‘In point of drefs, the Perfians 
differ remarkably from the Turks; 
for in Turkey any perfon who was 
not a feiid, or defcendant of the pro- 
phet, wearing the leaft green upon 
his garment, would moft probably 
be ftoned: whereas in Perfia, the 
gencral and favourite colour is green, 
even to their thoes; and people of 
all perfuafions and denominations 
may wear it as thev pleafe. A Turk 
alfo thinks himfelf defiled by the 
touch of a Chriftian, even on his 
carments, The Perfians, on the 
contrary, will eat out of the fame 
plate, drink out of the fame CUP 
and fmoke out of the fame caca, 

as 









xs readily as they would with their 
own children ; at leaft I have con- 
ftantly experienced this myfelf, dur- 
ing my refidence in Perfia, while 
jiving in a native family.” 

« The mode of living of the Per- 
fans is in general as follows: they 
always rife at day-break, in order to 

form their devotions. Their 
9) yer is denominated numaz 
foobh, or the morning prayer 5 it is 
faid before fun-rife, atter which they 
eat a flight meal, called n:fhta, or 
breakfait ; this confills of grapes, or 
any other fruits of the feafon, with 
a ltl bread, and cheefe made of 
goat's milk; they afterwards drink 
acup of very {trong cotlee, without 
milk or fugar; then the calean, or 
pipe, is introduced. The Perfians, 
from the higheft to the loweft ranks, 
all {moke tobacco, 

“Their fecond hour of prayer is 
called nuinaz zohur, or mid-day 

ayer, and is always repeated when 
be fun declines from the meridian, 
Their dinner, or cafht, which is 
foon alter this prayer, confifts of 
curds, bread, and fruits of various 
kinds ; animal food not being ufual 
at this meal. 

“ The third hour of prayer is called 
numaz afur, or the afternoon prayer, 
faid abqut four o'clock, 
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“ The fourth hour of prayer is nu- 
maz fhim, or evening prayer, which 
is faid after fun-fet; when this is 
finifhed, the Perfians eat their prin. 
cipal meal, called fhumi, or fu , 
This generally confifts of a a 
dreffed with rich meat-fauces, and 
highly feafoned with various {pices : 
fometimes they eat kibaib, or roaft 
meat. When the meal is ready, a 
fervant brings notice thereof, and 
at the fame time prefents a ewer and 
water; they then wath their hands, 
which is an invariable cuftom with 
the Perfians, both before and after. 
eating. They eat very quick, con~ 
veying their food. to their mouths 
with their fingers; the ufe of knives 
and forks being unknown in Perfia. 
Sherbets of different forts are intro- 
duced, and the meal concludes with 
a defert of delicious fruits, The 
fupper being finifhed, the family fit 
in a circle, and entertain each other 
by relating pleafant ftories (of which 
they are exceflively fond), and alfo 
by repeating paflages from the works 
of their oe favourite poets, and 
amufing themfelves at various kinds 
of games. ‘The fifth and laft prayer 
is ftyled numaz akhir, the laft pray- 
er; or fometimes numaz fhib, or 
the night prayer, repeated about an 
hour after fupper.”” 


Remark- 
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Remarkable FEATURES in the CHARACTER of the ENGLISH. 


{Extracted from the Firft Volume of Dr. Wen de BorN’s View of Exg. 
~~ Lanp, towards the Clofe of the Eicutgentu Century J 


6 HERE are certain features 

: in the character of the Eng- 
lifh, that are thought to be remark- 
able and firiking, which T fhall now 
relate. One of the firft, which mey 
be Jooked upon as general, is a na- 
tional pride. All-nations love their 
refpective countries; but the Eng, 
lifh, I believe, fhew it in the high- 
eft, and the Germans, perhaps, in 
the loweft degree. T fhould point 
out the Swifs, as thofe who enter- 
tain the greateft affection for their 
mountainous foil, if I had not met 
with. fome of them, who preferred 
England, nay eyen came back to it, 
when they had ‘left it before, with a 
refolution to end theit days in their 
native country. The great prefer- 
ence which an Englifiman gives to 
jis ifland is, in my Opinion, owing 
to the education he has reteived, fo 
different from that in other counb- 
tries; to the diet and manners he is 
ufed to, peculiar to his native foil ; 
and above all, becatife he ts told from 
his infancy, that Eny!and 1s fuperior 
to all other countries, ‘2nd that none 
are comparable to it. An inhabi- 
tant of Chili or Lapland, of which 
we have proofs, will, without know- 
ing better, be as much attached to 
the land of his nativity, asan Eng- 
liihman to his; and I reckon this 
attachment among thofe bletlings of 
the Creator, which are but little 
known, and therefore fo little va- 
lued. A young Efsuimau, who 
was educated from his tenth year at 
an Englith fort in Hedfon s-bay, and 
always uled to the Raglith way of 
living, took, at the age ot twenty, 
when they were filling caths with 
train-oil, an opportunity, when he 


was alone, and as he thought up. 
obferved, to drink very heartily of 
this naufeous liquid, turning “his 
. @ ‘o 
face toward the region he came from 
1; ; tamiunae . 
and calling out alterwards very em. 


phatically: O! how happy is that 
country, where they enjoy fuch de. 
licious drink! This, indeed, js by 
uo means fur pt ifing to him who has 
made mankind his ftudy; no more 
than the fact, fo well authenticated, 
of a Hottentot who returned from 
Folland to the Cape of r00d-Hope.” 

“ T cannct, however, in juftice to 
Englifhmen, particularly when they 
are abread, avoid obferving, that, if 
they are, even but tolerably well 
bred, they will not betray fo much 
pride on account of their own per. 
fons, ‘as they will becaufe they were 
born Britons. This is juft the re. 
verfe of my own countrymen, who 
generally value their own dear feltes 
moft, and pride themfelves on it, 
without regarding their country, or 
the honour which, perhaps, they 
micht derive from it. A fenfible 
Englifhman fpeaks of himfelf, his 
rank, and his dignity, with modefty ; 
but be talks qt his country with 
pride, and a kind of enthufiafm; 
whilft, on the contrary, a German 
fine gentleman {eems to be only en- 
amoured with his perfon, his rank, 
his pretended merits, and his titles, 
not caring any thing for his nation 
or his country. How fincerely do 
i, in this inftance, wifh, that my 
countryinen were pofieifed of a litte 
more patriotifm ! 

“ From this high opinion which 
the Englifh entertain of their coun 
try, and of their nation, it may be 
explained, why they adhere to ar 
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totheir old cuftoms, and to certain 
habits; perhaps, for no other rea- 
fon, but becaufe they have been 
sald, from their infancy, that nothing 
is fo good and fo perfect as Ol 
England’ Hence many think their 
contitution, and their government, 
which, notwithftanding all its pre- 
eminence and merits, has vifible de- 
fetts, the moft perfect of all govern- 
and above ail improvement. 
Hence the bulk of the people are 
fully perfuaded, that nothing is fo 
delicious and fo. excellent, as an 
enormous piece of beef, half roaft- 
ej, end a plum-pudding of ten 
pounds weight. Hence an Englith- 
man will, during the fevereft wea- 


ther, rather fhiver at the fide of a 


chimney, which confumes a deal. of 
coals, produces clouds of afhes, and 
blackens the room, than make ufe 
of the better fort of {toves, or ovens, 
which we ufe in'our country : for 
his anceftors ftyled a fire a fort: of 
company; they {poiled their eyes 
by looking thoughtfully at it; and 
he muft do the fame. I could men- 
tion many more things of this kind, 
which are tranfinitted from genera- 
tion to generation, and have, there- 
by, acquired fuch an authority, that 
aforeigner, who, guided merely by 
good we is furprized at it, will 
be regarded in much the fame light 
as an heretic would by a. ftickler 
for orthodoxy, Jn regard, however, 
to changes of minifters of ftate, and 
of fathiens ia drefs and furniture, 
the Englith are variable enough. 

“ From the high opinion which 
they entertain of themfelves, it, may 
tafily be fuppofed, that they. look 
upon foreigners as much inferior. 

his faylt in their, national charac- 
ter, was vifible many centuries ago. 
{ have quoted before a paflage of 
Horace, which has a reference to it, 
ad I could relate a number of in- 
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ftances, that have happened within 
my own time and experience, to 
confirm thig remark, to which fe 
many foreigners, who irequent Eng- 
land, are witneffes. When I, more 
than twenty years ago, was, for the 
firft time, at Oxford, much kindnefs 
and civility were fhewn to me by 
feveral gentlemen of the univerdity 
but I was given to underftand, that 
I was a foreigner; and a very wor- 
thy and learned profeffor, ince de- 
ceafed, who did me the honour to 
invite me, during my ftay at Ox- 
ford, to his, houfe, paid me once, 
atter an agreeable converfation of 
feveral hours, the following compli- 
iment: * Sir, you Jook and think 
like an Engliflman ; ;it is a pity you 
were not bor in our, country.” 
Though this was faid, with great 
kindnefs and good intention, yet, it 
convinced’ me, that learning and 
good nature do not wholly remove 
the influence of ‘early imbibed na- 
tional prejudices. It is, likewile, 
rather’ curious, that the Englifh, 
who pride themfelves on the name 
of Britons, which they bear m com- 
mon with the Scotch, are, notwith- 
ftanding, rather more averfe tothem, 
than even to a foreigner ; nor do 
the [rifh feem to be much more in 
favour ; for an Inifh bog-trotter or 
an Irifh fortune-hunter, are ve 
common exprefligns in England ; 
and they are not feldom ridiculed in 
the public prints, and on the ftage ; 
nay, even among the Englifh them- 
felves, a kind of referve is vifible; 
for the Epifcopalians look upon the 
Diffenters in an inferior light, and 
the different fects keep at a diftance 
from each other. 

«« The French ufed to be the great 
object of Englifh national diflike 
and jealoufy ; but this feems now to 
«be greatly abated, efpecially fince 
the Jate revolution in France has 
. E 4 | gives 
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given the Englith rather a more 
vefpeétful opinion of the French 
nation.” 

« Jt is no wonder, confidering the 
difike and the referve which the 
generality of the Englith maniteft 
to foreigners, both on their own 
ifland, and when they are on the 
edntinent, that in return, moft fo- 
reign nations are far from wifhing 
them well, and feem to rejoice at 
their misfortunes, thinking it will 
humble their pride, at which they 
are offended, . T have found this in 
mar inftances, and it was emi- 
nently vifible during the late wer, 
which has coft Englend fo much 
blood and treafure. All European 
countries fided with the Americans, 
and were pleafed to hear of the dif- 
afters which befel the Englifh; not 
from political ‘principles and con- 
nections with, or predilection for 
the former, but from diflike to the 
latter. It is much to be regretted, 
that a nation like the Britifh, which 
in fo many views deferves the ref- 

&, nay, Twill fey the admiration, 
of thofe by which it is furrounded, 
fhould not endeavour to look into 
its own prejudices, and humour in 
fome degree thofe by which others 
are infected, and that the Englith 
fhould not lay ‘afide’ that indiffer- 
ence, or rather contertipt, which 
they fo readily fhew for manners, 
culioms, and fentimernts, which are 
‘ifferent from thofe of their own 
¢quotry ; theugh it may fomerimes 
happen that they defpife what ‘is pre- 
ferable to their own, and worthy of 
being adopted. If edvtation, which 
Y have been fpeaking of before, is 
in fome refpects, ove of the caufes 
of this blemifh in the Englifh cha- 
yeéter, there are, at the fame time, 
ethers, which contribute towards it 
alo. ‘They are iflanders, who al- 
weys are fuppofed to hive forgething 
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peculiar from the inhabitants os . 
continent. — William the Conqueror 
oe Meg for his Normans, which 
e brought over, very amply at the 
expence of the Englith, who cer. 
tainly could not be pleafed to fee 
many of their lands, and their Jy. 
crative places in church and fate, 
given to foreigners ; forgetting ve 
naturally, by lenpth of time, that 
they thentfelves, as Anglo-Saxons, 
had driven away the Britons before. 
The bett and the higheft places, 
when kngland was fubject to the 
fee of Rome, were frequently given 
to foreigners; and in the time of 
king Henry VIII. no lefs than 
15,000 I'lemings were refident in 
London, who had engrofled almott 
allitrade and commerce, to the de. 
triment of the natives, Is it a won. 
der then, that the’ Eng!ifly took a 
diflike to. foreigners, and that its 
effects fhould ftil] be vitible, though 
the caufes have ceafed? Monarchs, 
who, in modern times afcended the 
Briuifh throne, would alfo naturally 
have given the preference to their 
own countrymen, in many inftances, 
and liftened to their  folicitations 
for places of honour and emolu- 
ment, if Englifh jealoufy had not 
juftly prevented it, Yet all this, 
which, from juftice and impartiali- 
ty, | have mentioned, cannot jul- 
tiiy that overbearing national pride, 
and contempt for other nations, 
with which numbers are infected. 


‘Even fome exprefitons ufed in lng: 


lift, laws, and law opinions, relative 
to foreigners, many of which are of 
@ modern date, feem to imply thew 
degradation; and I believe in all 
countries, a perfon who lends mo- 
ney im ea regal way upon landed 
eftates, though not a native of the 
land, would be fecure of his pro- 
perty, and under the protection of 
the law; but in England his fer 

rity 











CHARACTER of the ENGLISH, [93] 


rity would would be very precarious, 
if he were, either not naturalized, 
or denizifed, His freehold fecurity 

be difputed, and his money 
ft, merely becaufe he is an alien, 
and his property thus lent, not un- 
der the protection of a law-court ; 
which, according to gencrally re- 
eeived opinion, fhould be open to 
juttice for every one, native or fo- 


OA generous difpofition is faid to 
be one of the traits of the inglith 
national character ; and, I think, 
very juitly. It is likewife true, that 

v are much inclined to make 
known their acts of generofity, and 
to preferve the memory of their 

deeds. But fuppofing this to 
arife from vanity, or from other 
caufes, it has, neverthelefs its ad- 
vantages. ‘The exertions of huma- 
nity and compaflion are, among the 
Englith, frequently fudden, and very 
ftrong. Great indulgence is fhowr 
to faults and human imbecilities, 
becaufe hypocrily and arrogant af- 
fumption are not fo common here, 
and every body feems to know and 
to feel what man is.. Yet there are 
defpicable characéters enough, who 
laugh at the diétates of humanity, 
and feem to be deftitute of liberal 
aod generous fentiments; but the 
majority of the nation are againft 
them, and treat with contempt and 
deteftation, thofe who appear to be 
devoid of the feelings of humanity 
and yenerofity. ‘The conduct of the 
Englifh in India, and the poor in- 
habitants of that country, opprefled, 
plundered, and even facrificed to 
avarice, will never add to their ‘aine 
for liberal and humane difpofitions ; 
but rather remain as an indelible 
ftain. Many bailiffs, who arreft 
debtors, many attorneys, many 
church-wardens, many overfeers of 
the poor, many cler rymen, when 
they collect their tythes and their 


income, feem to have humanity and 
generofity no more in the catalogue 
of their virtues, than the members 
of the holy inquifition have in 
theirs ; or the tax-gatherers in Ger- 
many, who, by the gracious order 
of their illuftrious fuperiors, ftri 
the poor fubjects of the laft mite 
which they have earned by the fweat 
of their brow. A modern German 
writer praifes the Englifh highly on 
account of their humane treatment 
of the brute creation; but, [ am 
apprehenfive, that, whoever has 
been fomewhat more acquainted 
with England, and particularly Lon. 
don, will confider firft, before he 
concurs with him, A few examples 
are not futtlcient to charaferize a 
whole nation. Whoever has feen 
the driving of the cattle to the Lon- 
don matkets, the ufage of the poor 
horfes in carts, before poft-chaifes, 
and hackney-coaches, the riding of 
them at horfe-races, and on the pub- 
lic roads; whoever has been a lees 
tator at cock-fi |itings, bull-baitings, 
and fimilar exhibitions, will certain, 
ly liefitate a long while, belore he 
pronounces encomiums. on inglifh 
yenerofity towards poor animals, 
“ The liberality,of the nation is 
raifed, and very juitly. ‘There are 
inftances of the kind, which, on ae- 
count of their magaitude, and the 
manner in which they were done, 
deferve admiration. Subfcriptions 
towards the fupport of the poor and 
the neceflitous, ave no where mere 
common, nor more liberal than in 
England. Lofpitels of every kind, 
inftitutions to alleviate human mife- 
ries, charity-fchools, difpenfaries, and 
{uch monuments as witnefs the no- 
bleft feelings of humanity, are no 
where more frequent than here. | I 
am, likewife, of opinion, that, when 
popery was the religion of the king- 
dom, the incomes of the monafte- 


ries, and other charitable iniftitutions, 
did 
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did not equal, even in thofe fuper- 
ftitious times, the fums which now, 
by aéts of parliament, or by gene- 
rous and volvatary contributions, are 
annually raifed be charitable ufes ; 
amount to feveral millions. 
Neverthelefs, in no country «re more 
r to be feen than in England, 


and in no city a greater number of 


beggars than in London. The fault 
feems manifeftly to be in the difpo- 
fal of the money colleéted for the 
poor, and the regulations made for 
the maintenance of them.” 

46 Sincerity and honefty are reck- 
oned to beanother trait in the Eng- 
fith character; and I can coniirm 
the truth of it from my own expe- 
rience. Very few affértions are fo 
general as not to be liable to many 
exceptions; and, therérefore, num- 
bers of impoftors and bad people 
are to be found in England as well 
as in other countries; but it is, ne- 
vertheleis certain, that the bulk of 
the nation is good and honeft, and 
not given to deceit. 1 may fay, that 
of this the very fpirit of the Britith 
conftitution and laws is a proof. The 
riches and dignities which a perfon 
may be poffeiled of, will avail but 
very little in a court of jultice, even 
if the plaintiff were a poor man; on 
the contrary, a good private charac- 
ter of a perfon accufed, will be of 
sreat fervice, if the cafe is in the 
eaftdoubtful. No people, I believe, 
fhew, as it feems from a natural dif- 
pofitian, more lenity and indulgence 
to thofe who are guilty of human 
failings, or have committed tranf- 
greflions, than the Englith. There 
is none that treats the unfortunate 
with more compatiion, and regulates 
its conduct towards them more ac- 
tording to the faying of Seneca, that 
the unfortunate are facred objeéts, 
‘There are fome reigns, recorded in 
Englifh hiitory, wherein deeds of 


defpotifin, and wanfactions againit 
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the conftitution and the laws 
to darken this trait of the m 
character; but it is evidey 
the bulk of the nation he 
detefted fuch a way of 
has, if poflible, infli@ed fuch pu- 
nifhments on the mifcreants as they 
deierved. It would, therefore. be 
wrong to judge by the condué of 
particular perfons; or from the 
wicked difpofition and the ambitions 
views of bad minifters, at the lead 
of the adminiftration, or from mo. 


fern 
attona) 
t, that 
° always 


- dern tranfactions in the Eaft-Indies 


of the majority of the people. How 
niany anecdotes of honeity, equity, 
and difintereftednefs might be quot. 
ed from private life. Even the nian: 
ners. of true Englifhmen, and their 
converfation, mark their fincerity 
and upright intentions. They are 
not fo full of words, of compliment x 
and proteftations of triendfhip to: 
wards a firanger, as is common 
among fome other nations; but they 
are by no means rude, uncivil, of 
like the character of a John Bull, 
as it is ablurdly reprefented abroad 
and on the French ftage. The re- 
ferved and ‘grave behaviour, which 
they manifeft at the commencement 
of a new acquaintatice, may rather 
ferve as a pledge of their fines rity 
to him, who has afterwards obtained 
their confidence, and convince him, 
that their fubfequent more open and 
more cordial way of converfing, does 
not arife from hypocrify, but from 
fincerity of heart. There are in 
England, as I have before obierved, 
numbers of hypocrites, of impoftors 
of villains, fharpers, thieves, and 
houfe-breakers; but, neverthelefs, 
the generality of the nation is good 
and honeft,: and yields in this ref- 

<t to no nation whatever ; nay, 
I am almoft inclined to fay, it is fu- 
perior to any.” 

“ Franknefs and freedom are like- 
wife a characteriftic of Englifh man- 
peis, 
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ners. In many countries even 
choughts are not free ; and a perfon 
juipected of herely, either in mat: 
ters of ftate or religion, cannot al- 
waysavoid perfecution. In England, 
‘ak heavens! not only thoughts, 
but even the tongue, the pen, and 
the prefs, are free. An Englifiman, 
has no reafon to be an hypocrite ; 
he may {peak as he thinks, and aé 
gs it appears to him to be juit and 
Since neither. education, 
nor laws and conftitutiqn, form him 
for a flave ; he exhibits hinalelf as a 
free man, partly trom habit, and 
ly becaufe he has no reafon to 
Pe aiaid, fo long ashe coniorms to 
the laws of hiscountry.. ‘Lhe num- 
ber of new!papers, which are print, 
ed.daily, and the freedom which is 
fo predominant ia them, fhew the 
charatier of the nation, in this rel- 
pect, in a itriking light. I will, by 
go means, be 2 defender of the abuie 
of the freedom of the prefs; I dif- 
approve of its being made a vehicle 
ef calumny, or ot productions. cal- 
culated to miflead and to pervert 
good principles; but, aiter many 
years obfervation, I am confideat, 
that the advantage of the tiberty of 
the prefsgreatly out-weighs the abufes 
to which it is fometimes biable. The 
whole public is here made the tri- 
bunal, at whofe bar judgiment is 
given; every man is heard, and 
every one is free, to juflily his con- 
duct, or clear his character. If in 
all countries fuch heralds were to be 
found, whofe Jloud and dread voice 
could awaken fhame and fear; were 
the common people every where as 
¢ager to read public papers, con- 
ducted in the manner as in England, 
tyranny and infolence, fuperitition 
ad oppreilion, would foon be" ba- 
nithed by the majority of voices ; 
and people who could read, and 
had learnt to exprefs their thoughts 


te writing, would foon ceafe to be 
VES, 
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“« Courage marks the Englith cha. 

racter, and though they have this 

iu Common with other nations, yet 

1 think that they maintain a kind of 

iuperiority in being the Jeaft fearful 

of death. Battles fought by the 

Linglifh, by fea and ee afford fuf- 
ficient proof of this aflertion ; and, 
perhaps, they would be more nu- 
merous, if naval and military pro- 
motions were not bought, or ob- 
tuined by intereft, but beftowed ac- 
cording to merit, Among thofs 
who fuffer for capital crimes, many 
examples of contempt of death ate 
to be met with, The old and the 
infirm, whea they fee diflalution al- 
moft before their eyes, will talk of 
it with the greatelt compofure, as if 
they U iTefled a foul like that delerib- 
ed by Juvenal, which, far from be- 
ing terrified by death, reckons the 
moment of its diffolution amony the 
gilts of heaven, 

‘“[ will here infert a few words 
or fuicide, which is fo cammon in 
this country. Whether it may be 
confidered as a proof of couraze, I 
will not now ditcufs., In my opinion 
felf-murder is always an aét highly 
unnatural, and men who do not live 
in a {tate of civil fociety, will never 
be guilty of it. Various caufes have 
been afligned, to account for this 
propenfity of the Englith to fuicide. 
Sometimes the blaine is laid upon 
the climate, fometimes upon the 
melancholy difpofition peculiar toe 
them, and fometimes upon their 
eating too much animal food, be- 
fides an hundred. other reafons. But 
I believe it to. be a natural confe- 
quence of that education which pre- 
vails in this country, and of which 
Ihave faid fo much before. The 
pailions are in youth little controul- 
ed, much lefs tubdued; and when, 
in years of more maturity, they can- 
not be gratified in their vehemence, 
they will fometimes produce that 
fatal refolution to finith a difagree- 

able 
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able life, by violent means; which, 
in an hundred inftances, is more 
ealily taken, becaufe religion, that 
sort of the unhappy in adver- 

, is too often totally neglected. 
Quakers in En land, are a 
plain proof of the truth of the opt 
nion here advanced ; for they have 
the fame climate and diet as the rett 
of the Englifh, and yet fuicide is 
unheard Finns them, or at leaft 
extremely feldom. The reafon of 
this muft undoubtedly be looked for 
in the difference of the education 
which the Quakers receive, when 
compared with that of the reft of 
the Englith. ‘The paflions and ob- 
ftinacy of the children of the for- 
mer are broken very early, though 
not by violent means ; for a Qhua- 
ker denies, with a firm compofure, 
fatisfying the impetuous defires of 
his children; and gains, by thefe 
means, infinitely over them. He 
thercby promotes his own eafe of 
mind and tranquillity as well as 
theirs ; he accuftoms them, without 
knowing the name of reson 
to act in time like philofophers, by 
fulfilling the duties of fociety, and 
bearing with fortitude the advertities 
of life. Whoever is educated in 
this manner, and has learned to 
conquer Himfelf, will never, either 
from defpair, or from difappoint- 
ments in life and adverfitv, fhorten 
his days by his own hands. Others 
on the contrary, who place the en- 
joyment of life in gratifying their 
miffions, which at a very early age 
it generally the cafe with Englith- 
men, will at laft be flaves to the 
vidlence and power of their defires. 
Difappsintments tn lite, the weak- 
nes and infirmities of on advancing 
ace, increafing impatience and con- 
firmed til-hbumour, excite now and 
then the unhappy thought of getting 
rid of thefe evils by fhortening the 
duration of Jife. ‘There are people 
who mike cway with themicives 
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from reafons of a religious melow. 
choly ; others, whofe nervoy: fyf. 
tem is fo irritable, that the ieaft fen 
fation of offended ambition, or - 
fhame carried too tar on account of 
moral tranfgrefiions, and fear of 
lofing credit and character, induces 
them to lav violent hands on them. 
felves. But even here, if we exg. 
mine the caufés of fuicide, we thal} 
find, that they arife from too far 
itretched notions of honour, which 
are imbibed from the prefent ftate 
of fociety ; from fome abfurd ideas 
in regard to religion, relative to the 
prefent ftate and that of futurity, 
which were inftilled into the mind 
by modes of education, and con. 
nexions in fife formed afterwards. 
Poverty, arifing from the dearnefs 
of ving, and numvberlefs taxes in 
England, 1 have frequently found 
to induce the unfortunate to fuicide, 
If thefe moral caufes, in conjunétion 
with thick blood, and a tender ner. 
vous fyftem, too frequently to be 
met with among the Englith, begin 
to operate, fuicide may be account. 
ed for, without giving fuch ridicu- 
lous reafons for it as fome French 
writers have done. They aicribe 
the propenfity of the Englith to de- 
{troy heater to ambition and 
the love of fingularity ; to a defire 
of the honour of furnifhing a new!- 
paper paragraph after their death, 
relating their making away with 
themfelves; and fome have thought 
that auricular confefiion, which in 
the Romitfh church is ufed, would 
eafe the minds of the people, who 
are in a melancholy and defponding 
way, or who labour under anxieties, 
and thus prevent them from putting 
an end to their exiftence. During 
my ftay in England, many perfons 
of quality, and numbers of lower 
extraction, both rich and poor, have 
made away with theinfelves ; end 
their hiftory, particulafly that part 
of their leaving this world, would 
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gonfirm all that 1 have faid on this 


Pees laudable cuftom in Eng- 
gland, that no body is won = be- 
fore propet enquiry Is mace a out 
the death, whether it was natural or 
ynnatural. In cafe of fuicide, the 
coroner's inqueft fits on the body, to 
decide the gueition, whether the 

fon who committed it, was, at 
the time when the deed was per- 
formed, infane, or not? Generally 
the verdict given, ts in favour of the 
former, and the act committed 
charged to lunacy ; though it is, 
perhaps, in nine inftances out of 
ten, very well known, that the de- 
ceafed was in full poffeffion of his 
fenfes, and knew very well what ke 
was about when he deftroyed him- 
felf. Should the coroners inquett 
bring in a verdict of felo de fi, the 
goods and chattels of the deceafed 
are forfeited to the king, and the 
body receives, as it is called, an 
ignoininious burial in the highway, 
and a ftake is to be driven through 
the heart. This, however, is very 
feldam done ; and whenever it takes 
place, fuch a ftrange kind of punith- 
ment falls upon very poor people ; 
the relations of a perfon in good cir- 
cumftances, who has committed feif- 
murder, knowing how to avoid an 
unfavourable verdict. It is rather 
furprifing that a law, ordering fuch 
an inconfiftent puniflament, was ever 
made, or that, fince it exifts, it is not, 
in thefe more enlightened times, 
abolithed. ‘The Englifh laws fuffer 
aman who was executed on the gal- 
lows, for murder and robberies, to 
be buried in a church-yard, or even 
in a church itfelf, with the ufual fu- 
neral pomp; and why fhould an un- 
fortunate perfon, who voluntarily 


finifhed his days, under a load of 


miteries and troubles, which he 
thought untuppertable, not meet 
with the fame indulgence ? The num- 


a 
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ber of thofe who make away with 
themfelves in London, annually, is 
confiderabie; and if this fort of 
punithment were totake place, where, 
according to law, it fliould, there 
would be no end of fuch exhibitions. 
It is befides againtt rea{fon, to attem 
the punifhment of a dead body; 
and were it to be done, as is faid, to 
deter others from committing fuicide, 
it would, in my opinion, have but 
little effeet : for thofe who take the 
refolution to renounce life, and vo-« 
luntarily put a ftop to its farther en- 
joyment, will certainly little regard 
in what manner their fenfelefs body 
is treated, when they have done for 
ever with this world. As to the ef- 
fect, which a law made againft felf- 
murder, had wpon the Milefian 
maidens, this would afford ground 
for many obfervations. 

“Jt is fuid of the inhabitants of 
England, that they ere much addiét- 
ed w melancholy and gloominefs, 
and I believe there is fome truth in 
this. They feem, however, to be 
friends to pleafure, though every one 
creates his own, according to his 
fancy and his whims. They have a 
proverb, * A fhort life and aunerry 
one ;” which many to their detrt- 
ment put into practice. No people 
on earth havé, upon the whole, more 
reafon to be fatistied with their lot 
than the Englifh; but, forsexitos fi 
lua bona nxorint ! thoufands of them 
‘do not know it, or are not inclined 
to believe it. Many ramble over the 
whcle globe in purfuit of happinefs 
and eafe of mind; but they are foon 
convinced, when they are remote 
from their own ifland, that they had 
better have ftaid at home, to enjoy 
there what they in vain fought for in 
foreign countries. 

“ AnEngliflimen, in converfation, 
is far from being fo lively, notfy, and 
infinuating as fome other nations 
are; yet, f think his behaviour is, 
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in the eve of reafon and good tenfe, 
the moit to be approved, and the 
moft pleafing. if he talks but little, 
he will often fay more to the purpote 
in ten words than others in an hun- 
dred. If he affures me, with a few 
words, and a fqueeze by the hand, 
that he is my friend, | may rely on 
thisfimple aflurance more than on 
twenty proteftations ; and numberlef: 
wonmeaning compliments. An fng- 
lifhman, when he comes to tome 
maturity of years, and hes re: ceived a 
tolerably ood education, generally 
has thought more, and acted with 
more freedom, than is cuftomery 
among people of the fame age, in 
other countries. He, therefore, 1s 
not much addicted to empty talk, or 
fond of reafoning on things and 
actions, from falfe principles and 
wrong points of view; though, in- 
deed, | muft confefs, | have heard 
and feen many who may juftly be 
confidered as exceptions. ‘Thote, 
bowever, who attend to facts and ex- 
perience, taking wae time jor en- 
quiry, will not olten <4 k in a ce- 
cilive manner; and being not un- 
acquainted with the nature and true 
fiate of human things, will exhibit a 
proper refervednefs and ferioufness ; 
they will attend to arguinent, and 
diflike idle difpute. It is, therefore, 
not furprifing, that perfons, who, 
during their whole liie-time, have 
not much thought, or made much 
obfervation themfelves, but, on the 
contrary, have, without enquiry, 
adopted and eagerly defended the 
opinions of others, fhould find an 
Englifhmanreierved inconverfation, 
i and gloomy in friend{hip, and 
filent in company. ‘Towards true 
friends, he is open-hearted, cheer{ul, 
obliging, and will difcover his fenti- 
ments, whenever he thinks it necctf- 
fary, with the utmott! ree don 
“Icis faid of the Englith, that they 
‘or themielves, and I believe, 


? 


think 
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nobody, w ho isaequai nted with them, 
will difpute this. There , indeed, 
people enough here too, who fer 
others think inftead of themfelve ; 
but they are, comparative ly fpcaki ing, 
not fo nun 1erous as in other Nations. 
Some, no coubt, follow im plicitly the 
maxims of the court, and adopt its 
creed without examination, becayfs 
s they. live by court-favour; but, I am 
pel faded, that but few of them are 
either fo ignorant, or fo obftinate, <s 
to believe, that the manner in which 
they talk ane act is juft and right, 
— they | 1ave been educated in “the 
moft rigid Tory principles. The 
commen plain man thinks, rea. 
fons frequently, on things relatin 
ta moral dutics, i wh and thofe 
which influence t! he h appi inefs of life 
as juitly as fome in other countries, 
who, en account of their rank and 
education, think themfelves learned 
and wife. For this very reafon, 
that prejudice which refts itfelf on 
pretended authority, is not fo com- 
mon in England, except it be in mat- 
ters of religion, or when a man in 
his profeflion, as an artift, or a mes 
cha nic, has once by fome means ac- 
quired fame; in which cafe, even 
his very indifferent productions will 
be thought valuable, merely becaufi 
he has obtained a name. The re- 
{pect, paid to 00.5 of rank, or to 
fuch who occupy high offices, in 
church or fiate, ts fee ‘carried fo far 
in England as it iselfewhere; every 
one feems to know, that thofe who 
on account of their ftation or em- 
ployment in life wear a rich or a 
fingular drefS, are and remain but 
men. It excites, there fore, no eX- 
traordinary furprize if they com mit 
crimes, and are punithed for them 
according to law. At the execu- 
tion of fuch perfons, even the mob, 
whicl h is very numerous, will gene- 
rally obferve a certain decorum to- 
wards the criminal, arifing from 
com. 


, 
and 





; though there are no 
military prefent on fuch occations, 
as in other countries, to keep the 

lace in awe. ‘This confctout- 
Pepe which moft Englifh people pof- 
fefs, that'they are men as well as thofe 
who are elevated and diftinguifhed 
by the inftitutions of fociety, pre- 
vents that flavifh veneration of prin- 
ces, of dignitaries of the church, of 
magiftrates and others, which is fo 
vifible in many countries, and which 
ves the influence that a defpotical 
government has over the mind, by 
means of education. 

« Whether active induftry be a 
charatteriftic of the nation, may be 
doubted; in Holland they feem to 
be more buftling in their trading 
towns; but, perhaps, they are to 
only in appearance. ‘Thofe who 
mut and who have a mind to work, 
do it with fpirit and afliduity ; but 
the majority, I believe, are inclined 
to live in eafe and indolence. No 

ple are more fond of holy-days 
than their workmen and apprentices. 
Perhaps, they: would fooner admit of 
defpoti¢al laws, than be deprived of 
their ftated feafons for idlenets, drunk- 
ennefs,anddebauchery. The {treets 
in London are continually crouded 
with people, pufhing along, and moft 
of them with countenances as ferious 
as if their heads were full of the moft 
weighty allzirs. This will ftrike a 
foreigner, who has met on the con- 
tuinent many more chearful faces than 
he will meet with when he peramdu- 
lates the metropolis, or other places 
in England; and feeing the ftreets 
of London fo full, he will be apt to 
think that moft of them are intent 
upon bufinefs; in which, however, 
he is miftaken ; for numbers of thofe 
he meets are employed in nothing 
but idlenefs. Almott the fame may 
be faid of thofe who are feen on the 
public roads; all is in motion, and 
has the appearance of attivity and 
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diligence,though manyareengeged in 

no profitable bufinefS. Numbers of 
horiemen pafs along, of whom fix out 

often are idlers, who ride merely for 

divertion, and yet go on, without the 

lexit necetlity, at fuch a rate, as if 
they were heftening to fee a friend, 

whom they believed to be at the laf 

gaip, and were in fear of his expir- 

ing before their arrival. The coaches 

are moft!y filled with loungers of 

both fexes, who to get rid of them- 

elves, and to enjoy the freth air, look 

at each other in filence, and have 
drawn up the glaifes for protection 
againft the duft in fummer, and the 
cold in the winter. Even the ftage- 
coaches are continually crouded with 
patiengers, and the female ones make 
generally the majority, moft of whom 
travel, to be abfent from home, to 
pay fome unneceflary vifits, and to 
endeavour to get rid of ill-humour, 
2nd to go out of town that they may 
have an opportunity of returning to 
itagain. Im fhort,there feems to be 
a great degree of reftleffnefs among 
the KEnglith, though labour is not 
what pleafes many. Thofe who 
mutt work do it in hopes of living at 
lait in indolence, and of enjoying, as 
it is called, life, though their increaf- 
ed years tell them, that they are too 
old. for it. 

“ ‘To this prevalent inclination to 
getrich as foon as poitlible, and to lead 
an indolent life, I greatly afertbe that 
{pirit of gaming, which is more pre- 
dominant, and exerts itfelf more 
powerfully among the Englifh, than 
among any other nation. Hence 
that madnefs, which takes poffeilion 
of the London populace, during the 
time when the annual {tate-lotteries 
are drawn. Hence the fuccefs of 
thofe numerous advertifements of 
lotteries and infurance-oflices, though 
it is well-known, that many of them 
take advantage of the credulous, and 
make them repent of their folly in 

truft- 
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trufting them. Hence the tricks 
which are daily played, to raife or to 
lower the public funds. And where 
is there any people fo fond of frequent 
and oftentimes high betting, not fel- 
dom about extreme trifles, as the Eng- 
lith ? What will you lay? is the firit 
queftion. frequently afked by high 
and low, when the fmalleft difpute 
arifes on fubjects of little confe- 
quence. 

* An extreme degree of curiofity, 
and great credulity, are likewife faid 
to be traits of the Englifh character ; 
and, perhaps, not without foundation. 
It is very true, that in other countries, 
enough of a fimilar nature is to be 
met with alfo; but, I believe, it is 
more ftriking among the Englifh, be- 
caufe they are, in other refpects, re- 
markable for fuperiority of good 
fenfe. The abbe Du Bos afferts, that 
the love of novelty, difquietude, and 
audacity, have, for centuries together, 
marked the Englifh character. As 
to the two firft qualities, 1 think, the 
abbé might with more propriety have 
fixed them upon his own country- 
men; though, | believe, that their 
love for novelty, their changeable- 
nefs and inconftancy, arifes more 
trom their fickienefs, volatility, and 
vanity, than from an uneafy and 
difcentented mind, which is generally 
the cate with the Englifh. ‘Mhe con- 
tentment and happine(s of a French- 
man futfers, theretore, little or no- 
thing by fuch a difpofition ; but the 
reverie is the cafe of an Englifhman. 
‘That incredible eagernefs and con- 
iummate credulity, with which the 
French {wallowed the Mithifippi plan 
of Mr. Law, is a fufficient proof, that 
they by no means yield to the Eng- 
lifth in the love of novelty and incre. 
dulity. The ftory of the Cock-lane 
ghoft, befidesmanvy others, and above 
all, that of the bottle-conjurer, as he 
is called, are well known on the con- 
tineat. But, as to this laft, I hardly 
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can perfuade myfelf that any perfor 
whofe fenfeswere arrived at maturity, 
oan. we. pay money to fee a ful. 
grown mar créep into a quart 
through the mur socundl he — 
ed it actually to be poflible. | am 
rather inclined to think, that many 
went there merely to fee how fuch 
daring impoitor would be able to 
extricate himfelf from the refent. 
ment of the crowd he had drawn to. 
gether, by publicly announcing fuch 
a palpable abfurdity ; and this { look 
upon as the beft apology which can 
be made, to leffen the laugh which 
this {tory cannot but excite. It js 
certain, however, that credulity is an 
ingredient of the national charaéter, 
and that from thence, as well as from 
the love of novelty, many events in 
Englifh hiftory, and many daily oc 
currences, can only be accounted for, 
Hence that incredible number of 
newfpapers which are printed and 
eagerly read. Hence the implicit 
faith that is given by the generality 
to the accounts publifhed in the Ga- 
zette in war-time, about battles, fieges, 
and other military tranfactions, which 
are reckoned to be infallibly true. 
Hence the effeéts of the falfe news 
propagated at the Stock-Exchange, 
and the fuccefs of all the rogueries 
practifed in Exchange-Alley, to im- 
fe upon the credulous, by ridicu- 
lol news fabricated there. Hence 
the moft bombaftic and moft impu- 
dent putfs in newfpapers and acver- 
tifements, which cre far more fuccefs- 
ful than a man of fenfe could eafily 
be brought to believe. Hence the 
encouragement which quack-doctors, 
and their infallible medicines for the 
cure of all diforders meet with. The 
Englifh laugh at the invocation of 
faints, and the confidence and faith 
which the Romifh church places in 
them; but, certainly, the invocation 
of quack-doétors, and the faith given 
to their noiftrums, are equally mex- 
cufabie ; 
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¢; and the faints at leaft are 
harmlefs, which cannot always be 
faid of the quack and his noftrums. 
The great number of Bie jo fects, 
which are in England, and new ones 
farting up from time to time, 1s ow- 
ing in many refpects to the love of 
novelty; and that the ftrangeft doc- 
trines, which feem to revolt againtt 
common fenfe, find, notwithftanding, 
e who adopt and attempt to de- 
them, muit be greatly afcribed 
to an uncommon fhare of credu- 
lity. 
“In no country do poverty and 
old age feem to he confidered as 
ter evils than here. ‘To be young 
anu poor is, perhaps, not fo much 
minded, becaufe there is a poffibility 
of becoming rich; but old age, 
though accompanied with fufficient 
fortune, is, notwithftanding, too often 
neglected. With us in Germany, 
the appellations of ein alter mann, an 
old man, ein grei/t, a grey head, and 
in France, un viellard, carry fome- 
thing venerable along with them ; 
but this is not the cate in England, 
where an old man and an old woman 
are expreflions that feem to imply 
fomething difgufting, and are almoft 
fynonymous with thofe of old fellow, 
old fquare-toes, or old witch ; words 
that are more fignificantly and more 
frequently pronounced with an air 
ofcontempt, than denominations of 
the fame kind, now and then ufed, 
in other languages. At Sparta, old 
age was held in great veneration ; 
and Plutarch fays: “that it was a 
“ pleafure to grow old at Lacede- 
“mon.” The contrary might be 
faid of England, and Lyfander cer- 
tainly would not have beftowed upon 
London that encomium, whith, ac- 
cording to Tully, he pronounced on 
Sparta: “that it was the moft re- 
- fpectable habitation of old age.” 
In China, by wife regulations of go- 
vernment, itis the fame. ‘The fault 
1790. 
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in England lies, without doubt, prin- 
cipally in education. Fathers 4nd 
mothers feem to be governed by their 
children as they grow up, who | augh 
at the old ones along with the fer- 
vants. It has even the a pearance 
with fome parente. as if they really 
believed that they muft give way, 
and not contradict the younger ones, 
who, indeed, are generally ready 
enough, not only to give hints to 
thofe who are older, but even to tell 
them to their faces, that the times, 
fince their younger days, have great- 
ly altered, and that it would better 
become them not to adopt the tone 
of morofe admonitors. It is true 
that fome parents will keep their 
children in better fubordination; but 
it will foon leffen when they get ac- 
quainted at f{chool, or elfewhere, with 
youth educated in the manner before 
mentioned. They will think them- 
felves not fo well ufed, and with a 
kind of unjuft indignation, will claim 
the privileges to which they prefume 
to be intitled as well as others. In 
England the young people, trom 
twenty to eight and twenty, who 
think themfelves not of the lower 
clafs, will give the ton to what is 
{tyled chearful or even brilliant com- 
pany, and preicribe what the French 
call don ton; though the latter ex- 
pect this to be done by people of 
thirty, when the underftanding is ar- 
rived at more maturity, when expe- 
rience is enlarged, and good manners 
are become more habitual. It may 
be eafily accounted for why the ge- 
nerality of both fexes in that flate of 
fociety wherein we live, with to con- 
ceal as much as pofiible the ravages 
thet old age commits upon the body 
and the conftitution ; but it is fome- 
what fingular, that the anxiety about 
this decay, from which no mortal 
can be exempted, fhould be greater 
among the Enclith than among other 
nations, particularly when the gene- 
i rality 
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rality of them, as I have before ob- 
ferved, do not feem to be afraid of 
dying. Yet from this averfion to the 
a nee of being burdened with 
every one almoft wifhes to be 
thought young, and does what is in 
his power to conceal wrinkles and 

ey hair. Females are difpleafed 
with the glafs that tells them the 
truth, and fome even feek to ftifle 
their chagrin by the cordial dram. 
Among the men, numbers, without 
confidermg the abfurdity, will clothe 
thernfelves, in advanced years, as if 
they ftill enjoved their youthful days ; 
and when elderly people, with us in 
Germany, appear abroad on cold 
wintry days in cloaks or furs, here 
many are aflramed of wearing a light 
great coat, for fear they fhould be- 
tray the number of their years, or be 
fufpected that their conftitution was 
impaired, and that their blood did 
not run with youthful warmth and 
velocity through their veins. Colds, 
rheumatifm, and gout, feem to be at 
home in England, and to be favour- 
ed by the climate; but people of a 
tender habit of body, or advanced in 
years, will rather fuffer thefe great 
evils, and conceal, if poflible, that 
they are tormented by them, than 
drefs fuitably to their years or their 
conftitution. In the mean tine, 
when they appearamong the younger 
ones ina light drefS, and affecting 
the vivacity of former days, they are 
laughed at; and whilft they encreafe 
the vain pride of youth in preferring 
its drefs and manners to a becoming 
attire, and the decent gravity of ad- 
vanced years, they leflen the refpect 
due to old age, which they might un- 
doubtedly enjoy to their great fatis- 
faction, if they would adopt the pro- 
per means to obtain it. Some years 
ago ] met an acquaintance, an Eng- 
hih gentleman, fettled in the mer- 
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cantile bufinefs at Peterfbur 
came upon a vifit to London. 
pleated to find that his health, wh +h 
before he went to Ruflia, was 28 
very indifferent, had greatly mended: 
and on afking him how the cold a 
mate agreed with him ? he anfwere 
“ J do not much perceive the cold at 
“ Peterfburgh ; but here, though it 
‘is but the month of O&ober, | find 
“ myfelf always chilly. In Rufia 
we fecure ourfelves avainft the raw 
“ feafon_by furs and a warm drefs, 
which we find very comfortable 
and conducive to health; but here 
they laugh at me, even when I put 
ona thin great coat; and I cannot 
in my turn help fmiling at them 
again, when I am upon the Ex. 
chauge, and fee how many thereare 
“ fhivering with cold, becaufe they 
“fear that appearing in a warmer 
“ drefs, they fhould look old, or im. 
“ prefs the women with a notion as 
“wf they were not of a ftrong confti- 
“tution.” I know very well that 
what I have faid is liable to excep- 
tions; but, I believe, they are not 
very numerous. A general diflike 
to the chara¢ter of old age feems to 
prevail, though every one entertains 
a defire to prolong his years, and 
thofe who come under that defcrip- 
tion, cannot but be miferable if, dif 
tanced by time from the younger 
world, they are incapable of indem- 
nifying themfelves by domeftic and 
mental pleafures, joined to a recob 
leftion of fuch former days as have 
not been productive of remorfe. 
There are inftances that fome of 
both fexes among the Englifh have 
found the load of years, the tediouf- 
nefs of retirement, and the necefiity 
of renouncing fenfual pleafures, fo 
burdenfome, that they have rd them- 
felves of a difpleafing exiftence a 
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OBSERVATIONS on the WRITERS of the NEW COMEDY 
among the GREEKS; with a CRITICAL VIEW of ‘the 
FRAGMENTS of MENANDER. 


[From the Fifth Volume of the Ozserver ] 


« OTHING now remains for 
completing the literary 
annals of Greece, according to the 
Ihave proceeded upon in the 
foregoing volumes, but to give fome 
account of the drama within that pe- 
riod of time, which con:mences with 
the death of Alexander of Macedon, 
and concludes with that of Menan- 
der, or at moft extends to a very few 
years beyond it, when the curtain 
may figuratively be faid to have 
dropt upon all the glories of the 
Athenian ftage. 

« This, though the laft, is yet a 
brilliant wera, for now flouriflied Me- 
nander, Philemon, Diphilus, Apol- 
lodorus, Philippides, Pofidippus ; 
poets no lefs celebrated for the lux- 
uriancy than for the elegance of their 
genius; al! writers of the New Co- 
medy ; which, if it had not all the 
wit and fire of the old fatirical drama 
produced in times of greater public 
freedom, is generally reputed to have 
been far fuperior to it in delicacy, 
regularity, and decorum. All at- 
tacks upon living chara¢ters ceafed 
with what is properly denominated 
the Old Comedy ; the writérs of the 
Middle Clafs contented themfelves 
with venting thelr raillery upon the 
works of their dramatic predecef- 
fors ; the perfons and politics of their 
atemporaries were fafe; whereas 


neither the higheft ftation, nor the 
brighteft talents were any fure pro- 
tection from the unreftrained invec- 
tives of the comic mufe in her earlieft 
fallies. 

“ The poets under our prefent 
review were not however fo clofe! 
circumf{cribed, as to be afraid of in- 
dulging their talent for ridicule and 
fatire upon topics of a general na- 
ture; withouta latitude like this, co- 
medy could hardly have exifted; but 
this was not all, for amongft their 
fragments fome are to be found, 
which advance fentiments and opi- 
nions fo directly in the teeth of the 
popular religion, that we cannot but 
admire at the extraordinary tolera- 
tion of their pagan audiencés. Juf- 
tin quotes a paflage from Menan- 
der’s comedy of the Charioteer, in 
which an old mendicant is intro- 
duced carrying about a painted figure 
of the great mether of the gods, after 
the manner of the prefent popifh 
rofaries, and begging a boon as ufual 
on thofe occafions; the perfon ad- 
drefled for his fubfeription, con- 
temptuoufly replies—“ | have no 
“ relifh for fuch deities as ftroll 
“ about with ana old begvar-woman 
‘“ from door to door, not for that 
‘* painted cloth you have the impu- 
“ dence to thruft into my prefeace : 
* Jet me teil you, woman, if your 

£2 mother 
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« mother of the gods was good for 
« any thing, fhe would keep to her 
« own ftation,andtake charge ofnone 
« ‘but thofe who merit her, protec- 


« tion by their piety and devotion.” 


This rebuff is ofa piece with the furly 
anfwer of the cynic Antifthenes, 
recorded by Clemens Alexandrinus, 
when, being teazed by thefe men- 
dicants, the pavers 1 replied — 
« Let the gods provide for their own 
* mother; ] am not bound to main- 
“ tain her.” In another fragment, 
quoted both by Clemens and Eufe- 
bius, Menander breaks forth into a 
bolder rhapfody, which breathes the 
y eo and nearly the very words of 
the Hebrew prophets: a perform (in 
what drama does not appear) ad- 
dreffes his companion in the fcene 
to this effet—*“ If any man, O Pam- 
* philus, thinks that God will be 
« well pleafed with the facrifice of 
« multitudes of oxen or of goats, or 
* of any other victims; or b 

« robing his images in cloth of gold 
* and purple, and decking them out 
« with ivory and emeralds; that 
* man deceives himfelf, and his 
* imaginations are vain; let him 
«“ rather ftudy to conciliate God’s 
« favour by doing good to all men ; 
« let him abftain from violation and 
« adultery; let him not commit 
¢¢ theft or murder, through the luft 
“ of money; nay, covet not, O 
« Pamphilus, fo much even as the 
« thread of another's needle, for 
«© God is ever prefent, and his eye is 
“upon thee.” This will ferve in 
the place of many more paflages, 
which might be adduced, to: prove 
that the comic poets of this period 
were not only bold declaimers againft 
the vice and immorality of the age 
they lived in, but that they ventured 
upon truths and do¢trines in religion 
totally irreconcileable to the popular 
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fuperftition and 
heathen world. 
It was on the New Comed 
Greeks that the Roman a ea 
mea founded their's, and this they 
em to have accomplithed by the 
fervile vehicle of tranflation ; jt jg 
faid that Terence alone tranflated al! 
Menander’s plays, and thefe by the 
Joweft account amounted to eighty ; 
fome authorities more than double 
them, an improbable number to have 
been compofed by a poet, who died 
at the age of fifty, or very little 


after. 


idolatries of the 


* Quin et longa dies delebit {cripta Me. 
nandri, 
Et quandoque levis carimina pulvis crunt, 


(T. PABER,) 


“ Menancer was born at Athens, 
the fon of Diopethes and Hevefis. 
trata: he was educated in the (chos 
of Theophraftus the peripatetic, 
Ariftotle’s fucceffor : at the early age 
of twenty he began to write for the 
{tage, and his paffions feem to have 
been no lefs forward and impetuous 
than his genius; his attachment to 
the fair fex, and efpecially to his mif- 
trefs Glycera, is upon record, and was 
vehement in the extreme; feveral 
of his epiftles to that celebrated 
courtefan, written in a very ardent 
ftile, were collected and made public 
after his deceafe: the celebrity of his 
mufe, and the brilliancy of his wit, 
were probably his chief recommen 
dations *o that Jady’s favour ; for it 
fhould feem that nature had not been 
very partial to his external, befides 
which he fquinted moft egregioufly, 
and was of a temper extremely irafci- 
ble: if we were to take his character 
as a writer from no other authorities 
but of the fragments, we fhould form 
a very different idea from that of 
Pliny, who fays he was omnis luaurie 
interpre’ 
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‘ d this even Plutarch, his 
itera panegyilt is candid enough 
toadmit: Ovid alfo fays : 


« The gay Menander charms each youth- 


| heart, , * 
. ee os in very fable claims a part. 


« However this may be - re- 

j ich have come down to us, 
amp of an auftere and 

oomy mufe rather than of a wan- 
ton and voluptuous one; but thefe it 
mutt be owned prove little: Terence 
is fuppofed to have copied all his co- 
medies from Menander, except the 
Phormio and the Hecyra, and he 
gives us the beft infight into the cha- 
rafter of his elegant original. 

« All Greece feems to have joined 
ia lamenting the premature lofs of 
this celebrated poet, who unfortu- 
nately perifhed as he was bathing in 
the Piraan harbour, to which Ovid 
alludes in his lbis— 


* Comicus ut liquidis periit dum mabat in 
undis. 


« This happened in Glympiad 
CXXII; his ra comedy, intitled 
Orge, was performed in Olympiad 
CXV, which gives him fomething 
lefs than thirty years for the pro- 
duction of more than one hundred 
plays, and if we take the former ac- 
count of his beginning to write for 
the ftage at the age of twenty, it will 
agree with what we have before faid 
refpecting the age at which he died. 

Fatal as was the Piraan. fea to 
the perfon of this lamented poet, 
pofterity has more caufe to execrate 
that barbarous gulph, which has 
fwallowed up his works; nor his 
alone, but thofe of above two hun- 
dred other dramatic poets, whofe la- 
bours are totally loft and extinguith- 
ed. We have fome lines of Callima- 
chus upon the death of Menander, 
who was one among{t many of his 
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tic furvivors, that paid the tri- 

ute of their ingenuous forrow to 
his memory: nor poets only, but 
pce bewailed his lofs, particu. 
arly Ptolemy the fon ef Lagus, whe 
loved and favoured him very reatly, 
and maintained a friendly correfpon- 
dence with him till his death; {ome 
of Menander’s letters to this prince 
were publifhed with thofe addrefled 
to his beloved Glycera, 

“« Though many great authorities 
concur in placing Menander decid- 
edly at the head of all the comic 
writers of his time, yet his contem. 
poraries muit have been of a different 
opinion, or elfe his rivals were more 
popular with their judges, for out 
of one hundred and five comedies, 
which Apollodorus aicribes to him, 
he tells us that he obtained only 
eight prizes, and that Philemon in 
particular triumphed over him is 
the fuffrages of the theatre very fre- 
quently. If thefe decifions were fe 
glaringly unjuft and partial as we 
are taught to believe they were, we 
‘have fome fort of apology for the 
farcaftic queftion put to his fuccefsful 
competitor, when upon meeting him 
he faid—* Do you not bluth, Phi- 
** lemon, when you prevail over 
‘ me?” This anecdote however at 
beft only proves that Menander rated 
his own merits very highly, and that, 
uf they were unjufily treated by thofe, 
who decided for Philemon, he laid 
the blame upon the wrong perfon, 
and betrayed a very irritable temper 
upon the occafion. 

“ We have a collection of Me- 
nander’s fragments, and the titles of 
feventy-three comedies; the frag- 
ments confift only of fhart fentences, 
and do not give us the ipirit and cha. 
racter of the dialogue, much lefs of 
any one entire fcene; for though 
Hertelius has gone further than Gro- 
tius and Le Clerc in arranging them 

under diftinét topics, and bas brought 





> 


£3 inte 4. 


las 














[86] 


into oneview every paffige of a cor- 
refpondent fort, {till it isa mere dif- 
jointed medley, interefting only to 
the curious, but affording little edi- 
fication to the generality of readers: 
many of them however are to be re- 
{petted for their moral fentiment, 
ome are of a very elevated caft, and 
others, (more in number than I could 
wifh) of a gloomy, acrimonious, and 
morole quality. 

“ Ancient authorities are never- 
thelefs fo loud in the praife of Me- 
nander, that we cannot doubt of his 
excellence. Cuintilian, after ap- 
plauding him for his peculiar ad- 
drefs in preferving the manners and 
diftinétions proper to every charac- 
ter he introduces on his fcene, adds 
in general terms, “ that he eclipfes 
* every writer of his clafs, and by 
“ the fuperior brilliancy of his ge- 
*+ nius throws them all into fhade.” 
—He condemns the perverted judg- 
ment of his contemporaries for af- 
fecting to preier Philemon on fo 
many occafions; and C. J. Ceefar, 
whillt he is paffing a compliment 
upon Terence, ftiles him only dim/- 
daun Mevandram. Dion Chryfof- 
tom recommends him as a model 
for all who ftudy to excel in oratory ; 
* and let none of our wife men re- 
“ prehend me,” he adds, “ for pre- 
§* ferring Menander to the old comic 
#* pocts, inafmuch as his art in deli- 
“ heating the various manners and 
“© vraces 1s mo.e to be efteemed than 
§ all the force and vehemence of the 
* ancient drama.” There is fo much 
clailical clezance in the lines, which 
T. Faber has prefixed to his edition 
of Terence, particularly in the intro- 
sluctory ftanza, and this is withal fo 
appolite to the fubject in hand, that 
1 fhall here trantcribe it. 

“ Sacrum Menandrj peQus 


Aura jam reliquerst 
Vu gwloqu. animula 
Flys peactrarat oras; 
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Tum dolore percitx, 
Virgincafque 

Suffufe lacrymis genas, 

Huc et illue curfitarunt 
Perque lucos, perque montes, 
Perque vallium finus, 
Curiitarunt Gratia, 

Quere: tes fib: 

Quei: nova fe ibus 

Templa poncre poffent. 


“ ‘The variaus authors, who have 
contributed to the colle¢tion of Me. 
nander’s remains, feem to have ex. 
tracted from him as if by general 
agreement, little elfe but the mof 
unfavourable deline: tions of the hu. 
man character: fo far from findin 
thofe facetious and fprightly fallies 
to be pres from a comic writer, 
thofe voluptuous defcriptions, which 
Pliny alludes to, or any fragments 
of the love fcenes Ovid te!]s us he fo 
abounded in, we meet a melancholy 
difplay of the miferies, the enormi- 
ties, the repinings of mankind. 

“ What can be more gloomy and 
mifanthropic than the following 
{train of difcontent, extracted by 
Euftathius — 


« Suppofe fome God fhould fay” — Die 
when thou wilt, 

* Mortal, expec another life on earth; 

¢ And for that life muke choice of all 
creation 

‘ What thou wilt be; dog, theep, goat, 
man or horfe; 

¢ For live again thou muft; it is thy fate: 

‘ Chule only in what form; there thou 


art free —' 

“ So help me, Crato, I would fa'rly an- 
fwer — 

“ Let me be all things, any thing but 
man ! 


« He only of all creatures feels affliction: 
“ The geveron: horfe is valued for his 
worth, , 

“ And dog by merit is preferr’d to dog; 
‘The warrior cock is pamper'd for his 

courage, 
“ And awes the bafer broad—But what 
is man? 
“ Truth, virtue, valour, how do they avail 
him? 
Of this world’s good the firft and greatett 
fare 


~ 
Lal 


“ Ty 





«4 


ae 








“% amttery's prize; the informer takes the 
a And barefaced knavery garbles what is 


oe be an afs than what U am, 


«Te lord it o'er their 


» apd fee thefe villains 
beticrs. 

« Another fragment prefents it- 

felf of the fame caft, but coloured a 

little nearer to the hue of comedy--- 


« All creatures are more bicit in their con- 
dition, 

« Andin their natures worthier than man. 

« Look at yond afs!—a forry bealt, you H 


Bi a in truth he is—poor, haplefs 
thing! " 

« Yet thefe his fufferings {pring not from 
himfelf, : 

« For all chat Nature gave him he enjoys ; 

« Whilit we, befides our neceflary ills, 

« Make ourfelves forrows of our own be- 

ting : oy 

« if yon we're fad—for that’s ill 
luck ; 1 

«If he traduce us, we run mad with rage ; 

4 A dream, a vapour throws us into terrors, 

# And let the night-ow!l hoot, we melt 
with fear : “% 

« Anxictics, opinions, laws, ambition, 

“All thefe are torments we may thank 
ourfelves for. 


“ The reader will obferve that 
thefe are {pecimens of a per dif- 
guit againit mankind, and of difcon- 
tent with the common Jot of human 
life; as fuch they can clafs with the 
humour of no other character but 
that of an abfolute mifanthrope, a 
kind of Timon ; for general invec- 
tive differs widely froin that which 
is pointed againft any particular vice 
or folly, and in faét can hardly be 
confidered as falling withia the pro- 
vince of comedy in any cafe. 

“If Menander hath been jattly 
celebrated for his faithful pictures of 
the living manners of the age he 
wrote in, we cannot but receive a 
gloomy impreflion from the dark 
and difmal tints, in which thefe 
ihetches are caft; and though the 
age we live in hath follies and tailings 
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enough ftill to feed the comic poet's 
appetite for fatire, we may confole 
ourfelves in the comparifon of our 
own time with his, provided the fta 

is to be 4 lam as a faithful mirror 
in both inftances. {tis not, however, 
improbable, but the writers of the 
New Comedy might fall with mare 
feverity upon general vices to revenge 
themfelves for the reftriétions they 
were fubjetted to with refpeé to 
perfonalities : add to this, that as far 
as the — Chriftian writers were 
concerned in felecting thefe paffige: 
it may well be fuppoted they would 
naturally take the moft moral and 
fententious from amongft the come- 
dies they quoted, and fuch as afford- 
ed grave and ufeful remarks upon 
life, harmonizing with their do¢trines 
and inftructions. More efpecially it 
is to be fuppofed that they would ea- 
gerly catch at any of thofe paflages, 
whichexhibit purer and more worthy 
notions of the being and providence 
of God than the vulgar herd of 
heathens were known to entertain + 
of this caft is the following contemp- 
tuous ridicule upon the pagan cere- 
mony of luftration. 


“ If your complaints were ferious, *twould 
be well 

You fought a ferious cure, but for weak 
minds 

Weak med’cines may fuffice—Go, cal] 
around you 

The women with their purifying water 5 

Drug it with falt and lentils, and then 
take ' 

A treble fprini.ling from the holy mefs ; 

Now fearch your theart ; if that re proach 
you mot, 

‘ Then and then only you are truly pure. ° 

(eX FAMULO MATI> ibe A.) 


“ 


+ 


Tam forry to remark thet amongft all 
the fragments of this poet not one 
has been preferved, that is ftampt 
with even the flighteft commenda- 
tion of the fair fex: on the contrary, 
1 find abundance of invective, chiefly 
againft marriage and married wo- 

f 4 MEN, 


































(38) OBSERVATIONS on the WRITERS of the 


men, often coarfe and always bitter : 
{ may venture to fay, if there was a 
fingle woman in all Athens, who 
merited one good word, it is one 
more than the ftricteft {crutiny can 
difeover in hisremains. Mark how 
hie rails !--- 


* If fuch the fex, was not the fentence 

jut, 

"That riveted Prometheus to his rock ?— 

«“ —Why, for what crime?—A fpark, a 
little {park ; 

« But, oh ye Gods! how infinite the mif- 
chicf— 

That little fpark gave being toa woman, 

# And let in a new race of plagues to curle 
us. 

« Where is the man that weds? thew me 
the wretch : 

& Woe to his lot !—Infatiable defires, 

* His nnptial bed defil’d, poifonings and 
plots 

& And maladies untold —thefe are the fruits 

« Of marriage, thefe the bleilings of a 
wife.”” ' 


The poet, who can thus lend his wit 
to libel the greateft blefling of life, 
may well be ingenious in depreciating 
life itfelf.--- 


« The lot of all moft fortunate is his, 
* Who having ftald juft long enough on 
earth 
To feaft his fight with this fair face of 
nature, 
* Sun, fea and clouds and Heaven's bright 
ftarry fires, 
Drops without pain into an early grave. 
For what is life, the longeit life of man, 
But the fame fcene repeated o’cr and 
ocr? 
« A few more ling'ring days to be cone 
fum'd 
In throngs and crowds, with fharpers, 
knaves and thieves ; 
* From fuch the fpeediclt riddance is the 
beft.”” 


zt 


Having given fome paflages from this 
poet, where he {peaks in the charac- 
ter of a mifanthropift, it is but juttice 
to exhibit him as a moralift. Lf the 
following magnet fuggefts no new 
ideas upon the fubject of envy, it 
will at lealt Jerve to convince us that 


a 





es have thoy 
Picable pathont 


« Thou feem’ft to me 
: » YOunry ma 
perceive G Man, NOt te 
That every thing contains w 
“ The feeds and fources of 
ruption : 
The cankering ruf corrodes ; 
e the br . 
eft ftecl: "ght 


The moth frets ou - 
the worm * your garment, and 
Eats its flow way into the folid oak: 
But envy, ofall things the wort, ’ 
The fame to-day, to-morrow, and for 
ever, 
Saps and confumes the heart in which it 
urks,”” 


mankind in all a 
alike upon that def 


‘ . . ‘ 
ithin irfel 
its own COfe 


* 
”~ 


“ 


In the fragment next enfuing an old 
man is reproved for the vice of cove. 
toufnefs; there is a delicacy in the 
manner of it, that well becomes both 
the age and condition of the {peaker, 
for he 1s a youth, and fon te the cha- 
racter whom he addrefles. This frag. 
ment ig extracted from the com 
intitled Dyfcalus (the Churl) which 
Plautus is faid to have tranflated and 
erformed under its original title; 
Brit of this only a few fragments re. 
main inour volume of that poet; pro. 
bably the father herein addreffed is 
the — who gives name to the co. 
y 


medy--- 


“ Weak is the vanity that boafts of riches, 
“ For they are flecting things; were thef 
vot fuch, 
* Could they be your's to all fucceeding 
time, 
« *T were wife to kt none fhare in the 
poffeffion : 
* But if whate’er you have is held of for- 
tune 
“* And not of right inherent, why, my fas 
ther, 
« Why with fuch niggard jealoufy engrofs 
“ What the neat hour may ravifh from 
your grafp, 
And catt into fome worthlefs favourite’s 
lap? 
Snatch then the fwift occafion while ‘tis 
your's; 
Put this unftable boon to noble ules; 
Foiter the wants of men, unpart your 
wealth 


z z 


"as 


* And 








® purchafe friends ; ‘twill be more 
treafure, 
« And, w misfortune comes, your beit 


refource.” 


« There is another fragment of a 
comic fort, which is a relique 


of The Minftrel, pointed at the fame 
vice--- 


« Neer truft me, Phanias, but I thought 


ill now, 
“ tie he rich fellows had the knack of 


fleepin s 
“A sid found nap, that held you for the 
ight 


“ Ps ae like us poor rogues, who tofs 
and turn, 
4 Sighing, Ab me! and grumbling at our 


® Bat pay find, infpite of all your money, 
# You reft no better than your needy neigh- 


bours, ” 
& And forrow is the common lot of all. 


We are indebted to Plutarch for a 
very refpectable fragment of his fa- 
vourite poet; he quotes it for the 
confolatory advice it contains, and 
addreffes it to Apollonius; I give it 
to my readers as one of the moft 
valuable fpecimens of its author. 


“ If you, O Trophimus, and you alone 

« Of all your mother’s fons have Nature's 
charter 

“ For privilege of pleafures uncontroul’d, 

“ With full exemption from the ftrokes of 
Fortune, — 

“And that fome god hath ratified the 
grant, 

“ You then with caufe may vent your loud 
reproach, 

“ For he hath broke your charter and be- 
tray'd you : 

* But if you live and breathe the common 
air 

“ On the fame terms as we do, then I tell 
you, 

* And tell it in the tragic poet's words — 

* Of your philofophy you make no ufe, 
* If you give place to accidental evils—’ 

“ The fum of which phil fophy is this— 

* You are a man, and therefore Fortune's 
{port, ; 

“ This hour exalted and the next abas'd : 

“ You are aman,and, tho’ by nature weak, 

* By nature arrogant, climbing to heights 
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 thefll: een mni 


« o? _ the bleffing you have loft the 
“ Of all life's bleffings, nor is your misfor- 


tune 
“ The worft of it's afliGions: 
hate aad t's afliGions ; therefore, 
“ Make it not fuch by overftrain’d com- 
plaints, 
** But to your difappointment fuit your fore 
row. 
The lines Tytas from Shak{pere's 
Julius Caefar, not only correfpond 


with the exact meaning of the ori- 
ginal, but are alfo appofite as a quo- 
tation from a tragic poet, Menander 
himfelf having applied the words of 
fome one of the writers of tragedy, 
probably Euripides. ‘ 

* Amongftt the {maller fragments 
there are {feveral good apothegms, 
fome brief moral maxims well ex- 
prefled, and though not many of 
thofe a9 ints, which are fo fre- 

uent in Ariftophanes, yet there are 
ome fpecimens of the wis comica, 
which have a very ingenious turn of 
words in their own tongue; but ge- 
nerally fuch paflages elude tranflation. 
---This quaint confeflion from the 
mouth of an old mifer is of that fort. 
---“ T own I am rich, abominably 
“rich; all the world accufes me of 
“ being a very warm old fellow, but 
‘ not a foul alive can flander me fo 
“ far as to fay I am a happy one.”--- 
The following fcrap once belonged 
to The Thratyleon ; 


“ You fay not always wifely, Know 
thyfelf! 

«“ Know others, oft times is the better 
maxim.,"’ 


A ftrong moral truth told with epi- 
grammatic neatnets {trikes me in this 
pointed remark--- 


“ Of all bad things, with which mankind 
are curft, 
« Their own bad tempers furely are the 


worft,” 
I could 


















































1 could not pafs over a fhort but 


touching apoftrophe uoted from the 
ahd of The Fabian 


« What pity ‘tis, when happy Nature 


rears . 
« A noble pile, that Fortune fhould o'cr- 
throw ix!’ 


I fhall conclude with a fragment of 
the declamatory fort, not as offering 
any novelty either in the fentiment 
or expreflion, butfimply for the fake 
of contrafting it with otber fpeci- 
mens--- 


“ If you wou'd know of what frail ftuff 
your made, 

«“ Go to the tombs of the illuftrious dead ; 

| There relt the bones of kings, there ty- 
rants rot; 

“ There fleep the rich, the noble, amd the 
wilt; 

« There pride, ambition, beauty’s faireft 
form, 

® All duft alike, compound one common 
mals : 

* Reflee on thefe, and in them fee your- 
fell.”’ 


I now take leave of Menander, the 
mott renowned of the writers of the 
latter comedy, and if my readers fhail 
remark, that thefe fragments of a 
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et fo eminent in his time offer no. 
thing, which has not been faid over 
and over again by poets of our ow 
I hope it will ferve to ftrengthen 
their conviction, that Irequently there 
fhall be a coincidence of fentiment 
and exprefiion between authors with. 
out communication ; for it wil] hard. 
ly be fuppofed that plagiarifms have 
been cominitted upon thefe fragment; 
and much lefs upon others of thir 
obfcurity, which I have in former 
papers introduced into our language, 

*“ In fhort I fhould be happy, if 
any thing | have done now or may 
hereafter do, thall ferve to mitivate 
the zeal of critics for detecting their 
contemporaries in pretended pilfer- 
ings and mifdemeanours, where the 
letter of the law may perhaps appear 
againft them, but the [pirit ot it, if 
interpreted with candour, condemns 
them not. I would call upon them, 
at Terence did upon his audience, to 
reflect that men in all ages will think 
and {peak alike.--- 


Nullum eft jam dictum, quod non didum 
fit prius : 

Quare xquum elt vos cognofcere atque ig 
nofecre, 

Qu vetcres faitarunt fi faciunt novi,” 
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[Extracted from Dr. Fer rran’s Effay on the Dramatic Writings of that 
Poet, in the Third Volume of the Memorrs of the Lirerany and 
PaiLosopHicanSocisry of MancHESTER ] 





Res antique laucis-et artis 


Ingredior, fanctos aulus recludere fontes 


“ WT might be urged, as a proof 

of our poffefling a fupertluity 
of good plays in. our language, th t 
one of our beft dramatic writers is 


Viac. 


very generally difregarded. — But 
whatever conclufion may be drawn 
from this fact, it will not be ealy to 
five the public from the fufpicion of 
capricey 































while it continues to idolize 
eapric® e, and to negleé& an author 
n much inferior, and fome- 
rignes near! equal to that wonderful 
_ Matlinger's fate has indeed 
hard, far beyond the common 
topics of the infelicity of genius. He 
not merely denied the fortune 
for which he laboured, and the fame 
which he merited ; a {till more cruel 
circumftance has attended his produc- 
tions: literary pilterers have built 
their reputation on his obfcurity, and 
larity of their ftolen beauties 
has diverted the public attention 
from the excellent original. 

« An attempt was made in favour 
of this injured poet, in 1701, by a 
new edition of his works, attended 
with a critical differtation on the old 
Englith dramatifts, in which, though 
compofed with fpirit and elegance, 
there is little to be found re(pecting 
Maflinger. Another edition appear- 
edin 1773, but the poet remained 
unexamined. Perhaps Mailinger 1s 
ftill unfortunate in his vindicator. 

“ The fame irregularity of plot, 
and difregard of rules, appear in 
Matlinger's s productions, as in thofe 
of his cotemporaries. On this fub- 
ject, Shakfpeare has been fo well de- 
fended, that itjis unneceflary to add 
any arguments in vindication of our 

t. There is every reafon to fup- 
pofe, that Maflinger did not neglect 
the ancient rules from ignorance, tor 
he appearsto be one of our moft learn- 
ed writers (notwithftanding the in- 
fipid {neer of Anthony Wood * ;) 
and Cartwright, who was confefledly 
aman of great erudition, is not more 
attentive to the unities than any 
other poet of that age. But our au- 
thor, like Shak{peare, wrote for bread : 
it appears, from different parts of his 


Es 





* Athenz Qson. vol, 1. 
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works +, that much of his life had 
paffed in flavith dependence, and 
penury is not apt to encourage a de- 
fire of fame. , 

** One obfervation, however, may 
be ritked on our irregular and regu- 
lar plays; that the former are more 
plealing to the tafte, and the latter to 
the underitanding : readers muft de. 
termine, then, whether it is better to 
feel or to approve. Maflinger’s dra- 
matic art is too great to allow a faint 
fenfe of propriety to dwell on the 
mind, in perufing his pieces; he in- 
flames or foothes, excites the {trongett 
terror, or the fofteft pity, with all 
the energy and power of a true poet. 

* But if we admit that an irregu- 
lar plot fubjects a writer to peculiar 
difadvantages, the force of Maflin- 
gers genius qwyill appear more evi- 
dently, from this very conceflion. 
The intereft of his pieces is, for the 
moft part, {trong and well defined ; 
the ftory, though worked up to a 
ftudied intricacy, is, in general, re- 
folved with as much eate and proba- 
bility as its nature will permit; at- 
tention is never difyufted by antici- 
pation, nor tortured with unneceffary 
delay. Thefe characters are appli- 
cable to. moft of Maffinger’s own 

productions; but in thofe which he 
wrote jointly with other dramatitts, 
the intereft is often weakened, by in- 
cidents, which that age permitted, 
but which the prefent would not en- 
dure. Thus, inthe Renegado f, the 
honour of Paulina is preferved from 
the brutality of her Turkifh matter, 
by the influence of a relic, which the 
wears on her breaft: in the Virgin 
Martyr, the hersine is attended, 





+ See particularly the dedication of the 
Maid of Honour and Great Duke of Fle. 
rence 

$ This play was w.itten by Matlinger 


alone, 
through 


























— all her fufferings by an an- 
difguifed as her page; her pro- 
| tie is urged on to deftroy her by 
an attendant fiend alfo in difguife*. 
Here our anxiety for the diftreffed, 
and our hatred of the wicked, are 
completely ftifled, and we are more 
eafil affeéted by fome burlefque 
pallages which follow, in the fame 

ndary ftrain. In the laft quoted 
play, the attendant angel picks the 
pockets of two debauchees, and ‘Theo- 
philus overcomes the devil by means 
of a crofs compofed of flawers which 
Dorothea had fent him from para- 
dife. 

“The ftory of the Bondman is 
more intricate than that of the Duke 
of Milan, yet the former is a more 
interefting play; for in the latter, 
the motives of Francifro’s condutt, 
which occafian the diftrefs of the 
piece, are only driclofed in narration, 
at the beginning of the fifth act: we 
therefore confider him, till that mo- 
ment, as a man abfurdly and unna- 
turally vicious: but in the Bondman, 
we have frequent glimpfes of a con- 
cealed fplendour in the character of 
Pifander, which keep our attentiof 
fixed, and exalt our expectation of 
the cataftrophe. A more firiking 
comparifon oe be inftituted be- 
tween the Fatal Dowry of our au- 
thor, and Rowe’s copy of it in his 





* The idea of devil-fervants is not new 
in Englifh literature. Giraldus Cambrenfis, 
in his Defcription of Wales, mentions a 
genticman named Stakepool, in the count 
of Pembroke, who had a demon in difguite 
for his fleward. He was a faithful, diligent 
devil (borax: aconomes) and his only pecu- 
liarity was that he never went to charch. 
Another demon, lefs confcientious, attach- 
ed himfelf to an archbifhop (ia Dacia, 
faith Giraldus, »»/'ri; diebws ) under the form 
of a clergyman, and was a particular fa- 
vourite of the good prelate till he acciden- 
tally betrayed ‘himf lf. Cambdeni Ang}. 
Normanp, &c. Hul p. 835. 
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Fair Penitent; but this js very ful 
and judicioufly done by the ae 
of the Obferver +, who has proved 
fufficiently, that the intereft of the 
Fair Penitent is much weakened, by 
throwing into narration what Mat. 
finger had forcibly reprefented on 
the ftage. Yet Rowe's play is rep. 
dered much more regular by the al. 
teration.  Farquhar's Inconftant, 
which is taken from our author's 
Guardrtan, and Fletcher's Wild. 
Chace, is confiderably lefs elegant 
and lefs interefting, by the plagiary’s 
indifcretion; the lively, facetions 
Durazzo of Maffinger is transformed 
into a naufeous buffoon, in the cha. 
raéter of Old Mirabel. 

“ The art and judgment with 
which our poet conducts his inei- 
dents are every where admirable, 
In the Duke of Milan, our pity for 
Marcelia would infpire a deteftation 
of all the other chara¢ters, if the did 
not facilitate her ruin by the indul. 
gence of an exceflive pride. In the 
Bondman, Cleora would be defpi- 
cable when fhe changes her lover, if 
Leofthenes had not rendered him- 
felf unworthy of her, by a mean jea- 
loufy. The violence of Almira’s 
paflion, in the Very Woman, pre- 
pares us for its decay. Many de. 
tached fcenes in thefe pieces poffets 
uncommon beauties ef incident and 
fituation. Of this kind, are the in- 
terview between Charles V. and 
Sforza t, which, though notorioufly 
contrary to true hiftory, and very de- 
ficient in the reprefentation of the 
emperor, arrefts our attention, and 
awakens our feelings in the ftrongeft 
manner ; the conference of Mat- 
thias and Baptifta, when Sophia’ 
virtue becomes fufpeéted|| ; the plead- 





+ No. 88, 89, 90. 
t Duke of Milan, A@ IL. 
j Picture. 
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tani’ atal Dowry, refpeétin 
ane of Charolois ; a 
eA ‘ew between Don John, dif- 
‘fod as a flave, and his miftrefs, to 
whom he relates his ftory *; but, 
above all, the meeting of Pifander 
and Cleora +, after he has excited the 
of the flaves, in order to get 
her within his power. — Thefe fcenes 
we eminently diftinguifhed by their 
sovelty, correctnefs, and -intereft ; 
the moft minute critic will find little 
wanting, and the lover of truth and 
pature can fuffer nothing to be taken 
mele is no reproach of our author, 
that the foundation of feveral, per- 
haps all of his plots may be traced in 
dikerent hiftorians or novelifts; for 
in fupplying himfelf from thefe 
fources, he followed the practice of 
the age. Shakfpeare, Johnfon, and 
the reft, are not more original, in 
this refpect, than our poet; if Cart- 
wright may be exempted, he is the 
only exception to this remark. As 
the minds of an audience, unac- 
quainted with the models of anti- 
quity, could only be affected by im- 
i application to their pailions, 
our old writers crowded as many in- 
cidents, and of as perplexing a nature 
as poflible, into their works, to fup- 
port anxiety and expectation to their 
utmoft height. In our reformed 
tragic fchool, our pleafure arifes from 
the contemplation of the writer's art ; 
and inftead of eagerly watching for 
the unfolding of the plot, (the imagi- 
nation being left at liberty by the 
funplicity of the aftion,) we confi- 
der whether it be properly conduét- 
ed. Another reafon, however, may 
be afligned for the intricacy of thofe 
plots, namely, the prevailing tafte for 


manners and writings of Italy. 


Guzen 





* A Very Woman, 
+ Bordman, 
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During the whole of the fixteenth, 
and part of the feventeenth century, 
Italy was the feat of elegance and 
arts, which the other European na- 
tions had begun to admire, but not 
to imitate. From caufes which it 
would be foreign to the prefent pur- 
pofe to enumerate, the Italian writers 
abounded in complicated and inte- 
reiting ftories, which were eager! 
feized by a people not well qualified 
for invention}; but the richnefs, 
variety and diftinétnefs of charaéter 
which our writers added to thofe 
tales, conferred beauties on them 
which charm us at this hour, how- 
ever difguifed by the alterations of 
manners and language. 

“ Exact difcrimination and con- 
fiftency of character appear in all 
Mailinger’s productions; fometimes, 
indeed, the intereft of the play fuf- 
fers by his fcrupulous attention to 
them. Thus, in the Fatal Dowry, 
Charolois’s fortitude and determined 
fenfe of honour are carried to a mof€ 
unfeeling and barbarous degree ; and 
Franciico’s villainy, in the Duke of 
Milan, is cold and confiderate be- 
yond nature. But here we muft 
again plead the faid neceflity under 
which our poet laboured, of pleafing 
his audience atany rate. It was the 
prevailing opinion, that the charac- 
ters ought to approach towards eacly 
other as little as poflible. This was 
termed art, and in confequence of 
this, as Dr. Hurd obferves |i, fome 
writers of that time have founded 
their characters on abftraét ideas, in- 
ftead of copying from real life. Thofe 
delicate and beautiful fhades of man- 





¢ Cartwright and Congreve, who re- 
femble each other ftrongly in fome re- 
markable circumitances, are almoft. our 
only dramatills who have any claim to 
originality in their plots. 

§ EGay on the Provinces of the Drama, 


ners, 








































ners, which we admire in Shakfpeare, 
were reckoned inaccuracies by his 
cotemporaries. Thus Cartwright 
fays, in his verfesto Fletcher, {peak- 
ing of Shakfpeare, whom he under- 
ues, “* nature wasall his art.” 

«General manners muftalwaysin- 
fluence the ftage; unhappily, the 
manners of Matlinger’s age were pe- 
dantic. Yet it mutt be allowed that 
our author's characters are lefs ab- 
ftraét than thofe of Johnfon or Cart- 
wright, and that, with more dignity, 
they are equally natural with thofe 
of Fletcher. His pa eres are, 
for the moft part, juit and noble. 

“ Independent of character, the 
writings of this great poet abound 
with noble paflages. It is only in 
the productions of true poetical ge- 
nius that we meet with fuccefsful al- 
lufions to fublime natural objects ; 
the attempts of an inferior writer, in 
this kind, are either borrowed or 
difgufting. lf Mafiinger were to be 
tried by this rule alone, we muft rank 
him very high, 

“ T wifh it could be added to Maf- 
finger’s juft praifes, that he had pre- 
ferved his fcencs from the impure 
dialogue which difgufts us in moft of 
our old writers. But we may ob- 
ferve, in defence of his failure, that 
feveral caufes operated at that time 
to produce fuch a dialogue, and that 
an author who fubfifted by writing 
was abtolutciy iubjeéted to the in- 
fluence of thofe caufes. The man- 
ners of the age permitted great free- 
doms in language; the theatre was 
not frequented by the beit company ; 
the male part of the audience was by 
much the more numerous; and, 
what perhaps had a greater effect 
than any of thefe, the women’s parts 
were per-orined by boys. So power- 
ful was the effeét of thofe circum- 
ftances, that Cartwright is the only 
dramatift of that age whofe works 
are tolerably free trom indectncy. 
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Maffinger’s error, perhaps, a 
more itrongly, becaufe his indelica 
has not always the apology of wir: 
for, either from a natural deficienc, 
in that quality, or from the peculis 

: af 
model on which he formed himfelf 
his comic charaéters are lef witty 
than thofe of his and 
when he attempts wit, he frequently 
degenerates into buffoonery. Byt he 
has fhewed in a remarkable manner 
the juftnefs of his tafte, in declining 
the practice of quibbling; and as 
wit and a quibble were fuppofed, in 
that age, to be infeparable, we are 
perhaps to feek, in his averfion to the 
prevailing folly, the true caufe of his 
{paring employment of wit. 

*“ Our poet excells more in the 
defcription than in the expreilion 
of paifion ; this may be afcribed in 
fome meafure to his nice attention 
to the fable: while his fcenes are 
managed with confummate {kill, 
the lighter fhades of character and 
fentiment are loft m the tendency of 
each part to the cataftrophe. 

“ “Lhe prevailing beauties of his 
productions are dignity and elegance; 
their predominant fault is want of 
pafiion. 

“ The melody, force, and variety 
of his vertification are every where 
remarkable: admitting the force of 
all the objections which are made to 
the employment of blank verfe in 
comedy, Maflinger’s pofleiles charins 
fufficient to ditlipate them all. tis 
is indeed equally different fromy that 
which modern authors are pleafed to 
ftile blank verfe, ance from the flip- 
pant prote fo loudly celebrated m 
the coinedies of the day. ‘The ne- 
glecst of our old comedies feems to 
arife from other caufes, than from 
the employment of blank verfe in 
their dialogue ; for, in general, its 
conftruétion is fo natural, that in the 
mouth of a good aétor it runs into 
elegant proje. The frequent deii- 

meations 









‘ons of perifhable manners in 
our old comedy have occafioned this 

ieét, and we may forefce the fate 
of our prefent fafhionable pieces, in 
that which has attended Johnfon's, 
's, and Maflinger’s: they are 
either entirely overlooked, or fo mu- 
dilated, to fit them for reprefentation, 
3s neither to retain the dignity of 
the old comedy, nor to acquire the 

of the new. 

The changes of manners have ne- 
eefarily produced very remarkable 
effets on theatrical performances. 
In proportion as our beit writers are 
farther removed from the prefent 
times, they exhibit bolder and more 
diverfified charaéters, becaufe the 

iling manners admitted a fuller 
difplay of fentiments in the common 
intercourfe of life. Our own times, 
in which the intention of polite edu- 
cation is to produce a general, uni- 
form manner, afford little diverfity 
of character for the ftage. Our dra- 
matifts, therefore, mark the diftinc- 
tions of their characters by incidents 
more than by fentiments, and abound 
more in ftriking fituations than in- 
terefting dialogue. In the old come- 
dy, the cataftrophe is occafioned, in 
ee by achange in the mind of 
ome principal character, artfully pre- 
pared, and cautioufly conduéted ; in 
the modern, the unfolding of the plot 
B effected by the overturning of a 
fereen, the opening of a door, or by 
fome other equally dignified ma- 
chine. 

“When we compare Maflinger 
with the other dramatic writers of 
his age, we cannot long hefitate where 
w placehim. More natural in his 
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characters, and more poetical in his 
diction, than Johnfon or Cartwright, 
more elevated and nervous than 
Fletcher, the only writers who can 
be fuppofed to conteft his pre-emi- 
neace, Maflmger ranks immediately 
under Shakfpeare himfelf *, 

* It mutt be confeffed, that in co- 
medy Mailinger falls confiderably 
beneath Shak{peare ; his wit is lefs 
brilliant, and his ridicule lefS deli- 
cate and various; but he affords a 
fpecimen of elegant comedy +, of 
which there is no archetype in his 
great predeceffor. By the rules of a 
very judicious critic t, the charac- 
ters in this piece appear to be of too 
elevated a rank for comedy; yet 
though the plot is fomewhat embar- 
rafled by this cireumftance, the di- 
verfity, {pirit, and confiftency of the 
characters render it a moft intereft- 
ing play. In tragedy, Maflinger is 
rather eloquent than pathetic; yet 
he is often as majeftic, and generally 
more elegant than his mafter; he is 
as powerful a ruler of the underitand- 
ing as Shak{peare is of the paflions : 
with the difadvantage of fucceeding 
that matchlefs poet, there is {till much 
original beauty in his works; and 
the inoft extenfive acquaintance with 
poetry will hardly diminifh the ple: - 
{ure of a reader and admirer of Maf- 


finger. 


* Lomut Milten, becanfe his Samfen is 
an exotic, not captivating to the cyes of 
Englifhmen ; and whatever detached beaue 
tics Comus may pollefs, it is incomparably 
heavy. confidered as a dramatic piece. 

+ The Great Duke of Florence. 

t See the Effay ou the Provinces of the 
Drama. 







































ners, which we admire inShakfpeare, 

were reckoned eae by a 

cotemporaries. Thus Cartwright 

fays, in his verfesto Fletcher, {peak- 

ing of Shakfpeare, whom he under- 
ues, * nature was all his art.” 

« General manners muftalwaysin- 
fluence the ftage; unhappily, the 
manners of Matlinger’s age were pe- 
dantic, Yet it mutt be Seiad that 
our author's characters are lefs ab- 
ftraét than thofe of Johnfon or Cart- 
wright, and that, with more dignity, 
they are equally natural with thofe 
of Fletcher. His en are, 
for the moft part, juit and noble. 

“ Independent of character, the 
writings of this great poet abound 
with noble paflages. It is only in 
the productions of true poetical ge- 
nius that we meet with fuccefsful al- 
lufions to fublime natural objects ; 
the attempts of an inferior writer, in 
this kind, are either borrowed or 


difguting. lf Mafiinger were to be 
tried by this rule alone, we muft rank 


him very high, 

« I wifh it could be added to Maf- 
finger’s juft praifes, that he had pre- 
ferved his fcencs from the impure 
dialogue which difgufts us in moft of 
our old writers. But we may ob- 
ferve, in defence of his failure, that 
feveral caufes operated at that time 
to produce fuch a dialogue, and that 
an author who fubfifted by writing 
was abtoluteiy fubjeéted to the in- 
fluence of thofe caufes. The man- 
ners of the age permitted great free- 
doms in language; the theatre was 
not frequented by the beft company ; 
the male part of the audience was by 
much the more numerous; and, 
what perhaps had a greater effect 
than any of thefe, the women’s parts 
were per‘orined by boys. So power- 
ful was the effeét of thofe circum- 
ftances, that Cartwright is the only 
dramatift of that age whofe vor ks 
are tolerably free trom indectncy. 
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ee error, perhaps, a 
more ftrongly, becaufe his indelj 
has not always the apology of wir. 
for, either from a natural deficiene, 
in that quality, or from the pecali 
model on which he formed himfelf 
his comic characters are lefs witry 
than thofe of his cotem raries, and 
when he attempts wit, fe frequently 
degenerates into buffoonery. But he 
has fhewed in a remarkable manner 
the juftnefs of his tafte, in declinip 
the practice of quibbling; and as 
wit and a quibble were fuppofed, in 
that age, to be infeparable, we are 
perhaps to feek, in his averfion to the 
Sa folly, the true caufe of his 
paring employment of wit. 

* Our poet excells more in the 
defcription than in the expreflion 
of patfion; this may be afcribed in 
fome meafure to his nice attention 
to the fable: while his fcenes are 
managed with confummate kill, 
the lighter fhades of character and 
fentiment are loft im the tendency of 
each part to the cataftrophe. 

“the prevailing beauties of his 
productions are dignity and elegance; 
their predominant fault is want of 
paiiion. 

* The melody, force, and variety 
of his vertification are every where 
remarkable ; admitting the force of 
all the objections which are made to 
the employment of blank verfe in 
comedy, Maflinger’s poffeiles charms 
fufficient to diflipate them all. It1s 
is indeed equally different fromy that 
which modern authors are pleafed to 
ftile blank verfe, ande from the tlip- 
pant profe fo loudly celebrated im 
the coinedies of the day. ‘The ne- 
glect of our old comedies feeins to 
arife from other caufes, than from 
the employment of blank verfe in 
their dialogue ; for, in general, its 
conftruétion is fo natural, that in the 
mouth of a good a¢tor it runs into 
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ions of perifhable manners in 
old comedy have occafioned this 
and we may forefee the fate 

ent fafhionable pieces, in 
ich has attended Johnfon's, 
's, and Maflinger’s: they are 
either entirely overlooked, or fo mu- 
tated, to fit them for reprefentation, 
3s neither to retain the dignity of 
the old comedy, nor to acquire the 
graces of the new. 

The changes of manners have ne- 
celfarily produced very remarkable 
effects on theatrical performances. 
In jon as our beit writers are 
farther removed from the | een 
times, they exhibit bolder and more 
diverfified characters, becaufe the 

iling manners admitted a fuller 
Filey of fentiments in the common 
intercourfe of life. Our own times, 
in which the intention of polite edu- 
cation is to produce a general, uni- 
form manner, afford little diverfity 
of character for the ftage. Our dra- 
matifts, therefore, mark the diftinc- 
tions of their characters by incidents 
more than by fentiments, and abound 
more in ftriking fituations than in- 
terefting dialogue. In the oldcome- 
dy, the cataftrophe is occafioned, in 
eneral, by achange in the mind of 
we principal character, artfully pre- 
pared, and cautioufly conducted ; in 
the modern, the unfolding of the plot 
B effected by the overturning of a 


of our 
that W 


fereen, the opening of a door, or by 
fome other mou dignified ma- 
chine. 


“When we compare Maflinger 
with the other dramatic writers of 
his age, we cannot long hefitate where 
w placehim. More natural in his 
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charatters, and more poetical in his 
diction, than Johnfon or Cartwright, 
more elevated and neryous than 
Fletcher, the only writers who can 
be fuppofed to conteft his pre-emi- 
neace, Maflmger ranks immediately 
under Shak {peare himfelf *, 

* It mutt be confeffed, that in co- 
medy Maflinger falls confiderab! 
beneath Shak{peare; his wit is lels 
brilliant, and his ridicule lefs deli- 
cate and various; but he affords a 
fpecimen of elegant comedy +, of 
which there is no archetype in his 
great predeceffor. By the rules of a 
very judicious critic t, the charac- 
ters in this piece appear to be of too 
elevated a rank for comedy; yet 
though the plot is fomewhat embar- 
rafled by this circumftance, the di- 
verfity, {pirit, and confiftency of the 
characters render it a moft intereft- 
ing play. In tragedy, Maflinger is 
rather eloquent than pathetic; yet 
he is often as majeftic, and generally 
more elegant than his mafter; he is 
as seestal a ruler of the underitand- 
ing as Shak{peare is of the. paflions : 
with the difadvantage of fucceeding 
that matchlefs poet, there is {till much 
original beauty in his works; and 
the inoft extenfive acquaintance wiih 
poetry will hardly diminifh the ple: ~ 
{ure of a reader and admirer of Maf- 
finger. 


a 


* Lomit Milten, becanfe his Samfon is 
an exotic, not captivating to the cyes of 
Englifhmen ; and whatever detached beaue 
ties Comus may poflefs, it is incomparably 
heavy. confidered as a dramatic piece. 

+ The Great Duke of Florence. 

t See the Effay ou the Provinces of the 
Drama. 
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{From Sxercues chiefly pee By the History, RELICcION, &¢, of 


“ LL the ancient facred and 

profane writings of the Hin- 
doos are in the Sanfkrit language, 
which is now only known to the 
Pundits *, or men of learning; and 
is neither fpoken nor underftood by 
the reft of the nation. Yet as San- 
fkrit words are ftill in ufe over the 
whole peninfula ; and as moft of the 
proper names of perfons and ancient 
places are derived from that langu- 
age, it is not improbable, that it was 
once univerfal, however remote that 
period may be. 


“ If we compare the Brahmans of 


the prefent day with the Brahmans + 
of antiquity, we fhall, in almoft eve- 
ry feature of their charatter, per- 
ceive the ftrongeft refemblance. ‘The 
difference that may exiit between 
them may partly have infenfibly 
taken place in the lapfe of time ; but 
muft chiefly be afcribed to the revo- 
lutions that have happened in their 
vernment. 

“ The ancient Bralimans living in 
an age when the Hindoo empire 
flourifhed, cultivated fcience with an 
encouragement and fuccefs, of which 
their opprefled pofterity cannot boat. 
Befides the ftudy of the facred, moral, 
and metaphyfical writings of their 





* Pundit is a Sanfkrie word, and an ho- 
norary title, iguifying deaor or philofo- 
pher. 

Mr. Wilkins informs us, that Sanfkrit is 


compofed from San, a prepofition, fignify- 


ing completion, and Arita, done or finifhed. 


+ The words are evidently the fame, 
and derive their origin from Brahma, 


God. 
5 


IN DOOS.] 


nation, a principal part of their 
{cientific purfuits feems to have been 
directed to aftronomy, natural philo. 
fophy, and fome branches of mathe. 
matics f. 

“ But though the Brahmans may 
be inferior to their anceftors, as phi- 
lofophers and men of fcience, their 
caft is ftill the only repofitory of the 
literature that yet remains: to them 
alone is entrufted the education 
of youth; they are the fole inter. 
preters of the law, and the only 
expounders of their religion. 

“ The Hindoos, like fome of the 
ancients, fuppofe that the foul is an 
emanation of the {pirit of God breath. 
ed into mortals. But their manner 
of exprefling this idea is more {u- 
blime; for initead of calling it a 
portion of the divine fpirit, they com- 
pare itto the heat fent forth from 
the fun, which neither leffens nor 
divides his own effence. 

Gowtama, an ancient author ofa 
metaphyfica! work, called Nayaya- 
darfana, makes a diftinction between 
what he calls the divine foul, and 





{ A great refemblance may be found be- 
tween the Gymnofophiits of Ethiopia and 
the Brahmans, both in their tenets and 
cuftoms; and according to Philoftrates, 
they were defcended from them. H¢ fays 
the Gymnofophifts who fettled in Exhiopa 
came from India; being driven from 
thence for the murder of their king neat 
the Ganges. Lucian fays, that the icience 
of aftronomy came originally from Ethiopia; 
perhaps therefore from_thole Gymnole 
phifts who came from Hindoftan. Stade, 
lib. 1s. fays, that the Brahmans cultivated 
natural philofophy and eitronomy. he 
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1. The firft, he fays, is 
Me eatecial, and se tig ; 
rfembling in that refpect the great 
spirit oo whence it pane : and he 
chinks it would be monftrous to ima- 

‘ne that this effence or fpirit fhould 
affected by the paffions, to which 
mankind is fubject. ‘The fecond, he 
isa fubtle element, which per- 
yades all animated things; and he 
obferves that it would be as abfurd 
to fuppofe that defire or paffions of 
anv ha could exift in organized 
matter only, as to firppofe they could 
exift in a piece of mechanifm that 
was the work of human ingenuity. 
Taking it then for granted, that 
mankind parteke in a certain degree 
of the {pirit of God, which is not li- 
abletohuman paffions ; and that orga- 
nized matter, merely as fuch, cannot 
efs any; the vital foul, or per- 
vading element, is that which gives 
birth to our defires. 

“Jn {peaking of man, he men- 
tions, befides the five external fenfes 
of feeing, hearing, tafting, {melling, 
and Seling, one internal fenfe ; by 
which we prefume he means intel- 
leftual perception. 

« He fays, that the external fenfes 
convey into the mind diftiné repre- 
fentations of things; and thereby 
furnifh it with materials for its in- 
ternal operations; but that unlefs 
the mind act in conjun¢tion with the 
fenfes, their operation is loft. Thus, 
for inftance, a perfon in deep con- 
templation is frequently infenfible to 
found, nor does he perceive an ob- 
je& that is immediately before his 
eyes. That the ideas thus acquired 
by means of the external fenfes, pro- 
duce new ideas by the internal ope- 
ration of the mind, which have alfo 
the power of exciting fenfations of 
pleafure or of pain. 

“Reafon, he fays, is the faculty 
that enables us to conclude (from 
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what falls under our immediate ob- 
fervation) upon things at the time 
not perceptible; as, when we fee 
fmoke, we know that it procee Js 
from fire. This reafon, he conti- 
nues, depends on our ideas, and is in 
proportion to the nature and extent 
of them; and therefore wherever 
our ideas are indiftinét, our reafon 
muft be imperfect. 

“« By perception, he fays, we have 
an immediate knowledge of things 
in acertain degree, without the aid of 
reafon; as of a horfe, a tree, of hard 
or foft, {weet or bitter, hot or cold. 

“* He then goes into a difcuffion of 
inference; takes notice of true 
and falfe inferences, and of things 
that can be demonftrated, and of 
thofe that cannot. 

“ Memory, which he feems to 
take in a very comprehenfive fenfe, 
and which he almok confounds with 
imagination, may, he fays, be em- 
ployed on things prefent as to time, 
but abfent as to place; on things 
paft, and on things in expeétation. 
He calls memory the repofitory of 
knowledge, from which ideas already 
acquired may be occafionally reviv- 
ed and dalled te a¢tion., 

“ In {peaking of letters, he fays, 
by that heavenly invention a certain 
fignification being given to figures 
and characters, the fight of them 
ferves to revive ideas that have been 
neglected, or were not in action; as 
well as to convey others we were un- 
acquainted with. By thefe, he fays, 
we may increafe our knowledge b 
contemplative experience; by thefe 
the actions and difcoveries, and learn- 
ing of men in remote ages, have been 
tranfinitted to us: by thefe the vir- 
tues or vices of thofe of our own 
times will be tranfmitted to pofterity ; 
and by thefe we may converfe with 
thofe we love, however far they may 
be removed from us. He then in- 
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vokes Serafwaty, the goddefs of fci- 
ence, by whom they are fuppofed to 


a have been invented. 


“ Vreating, of duration, he fays, 
that a we cannot have an idea of its 
hegiming or end, it canuot in its ex- 
tent te brought within our compre- 
henfjon: that the duration, which is 
obvious to our conception, by means 
of notion and fuccefiion, is the fpace 
between one event and another; as 
tle fpace from the firft appearance 
of the fen in the morning till he dif- 
appears in the evening ; and from 
hes difappearing til) he appears again ; 
which definite fpace is called tine : 
—that men having invented a mode 
of ineafuring time, or intermediate 
dunition, applied it to meafure the 
revelutions of the planets, from 
wheace proceeded the divifions of 
dime, called years, months, and days, 
Without which invention our know- 
ledge would be confufed, and hiftery 
unintelligible. 

“© He feems to hint at the folly of 
conjectures about the beginning or 
duration of the world. But as this 
would not be orthodox with the 
Brahmans, his fentiments on that 
fubject are fo exprefled, as to leave 

rreat latitude for explanation. 

“ In {peaking of the order of na- 
ture, as eftablifhed by the Supreme 
Being, he obferves, that it univerfally 
reigns in all his works; that he 
therein fhews us, that nothing can 
be produced withoat a firft caufe ; 
and he afks, what is chance, or acci- 


dent, but a thing of momentary ex- 


iftence, yet always produced by a 
preceding caule, 

“Tn treating of providence and 
free-will, he fup és that the Su- 
preme Being, having eftablifhed the 
order of nature, leaves her to pro- 
ceed in her operations, and man to 
act under the impulfe of his defires, 
teftrained and conducted by his rei- 
fon, The brutes, he fays, adt by 
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Li? hen: ihe 
that impulfe only, and employ thei 
natural force er activity firmply oe 

4 “re 
the {tote they were given 


; to them 
But that man, by means of hi men 
tai fac u.tic sy HAC Crus the nercett ani. 


mals, employs the itrongeft and twig. 
eft for his lle, cilcovers the nature 
amd qualities of every thing the earth 
procuces, and inveits mechan; pow. 
ers far exceeding natural force. He 
then goes an to flow, that thef qua. 
lities muff roceed from fome great 
and invitsbie principle, which God 
has not umparted to the brute crea. 
tion, and whofe exiftente mutt be 
feparate from, and independent of 
organized matter. He obferves, thar 
tlris can no nvore be doubted, than i: 
can be doubted that the elephant is 
{tronger tharr the deer, or the deer 
fwifter than the tortome. Burt to atk 
why it fhould be fo, or how it iy, 
would perhaps be impious, and as 
abfurd as to inquire why God created 
any of the amimals which inhabit the 
earth, or any of the fiflies that live in 
the waters. “That we can never be 
fulhcrently grateful for the portion 
of that fpirtt he has given us, con 

aratively limited as it may be; that 
stat left us unacquainted with the 
extent of it, we {till go on in our re- 
fearches, in the hope of acquiring 
farther knowledge, and of making 
frefh difcoveries ; and that, by a 
proper ufe of it, we may raife our 
minds above the things’ of this world, 
and render ourfelves iupesior to is 
events. 

“ Treating of a future ftate, he 
fays, that fuch as during their abode 
on earth have perfevered in the prac- 
tice of piety and virtue, have wor- 
thipped God purely from gratitude, 
love, and admiration, and have done 
good, without being induced either 
by the fear of punithment, or the 
hope of reward, will not {tand in 
need of being purified in Naraka, ot 
of agrin coming into this world to 
occupy 








On the 
y other forms, but will be im- 
mediately admitted to celeftial hap- 


«This may fufficiently ferve asa 
fecimen of tne reafoning of this in- 
nious Hindoo philofopher. 
“Tt has been afferted by fome 
writers, that the Hindoos believe in 
etination ; and there are feve- 
ral circumftances, as well as paflages 
in fome of their authors, which feem 
to give weight to that opinion. But, 
upon farther inquiry, itappears, that 
it iscontrary to the principles of their 
religion ; and wherever this belief 
has obtained, it fhould be confidered 
as the private notion of individuals, 
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199) 
unwarranted by the eftablithed docs 


trines, 

“Some of their philofo ins 
fift, that God created all things per- 
fectly good; that man, being a free 
agent, may be guilty of moral evil, 
but that this in no way proceeds from 
or affects the fyftem of nature; that 
he is to be reftrained from doing in- 
jury to others, by the rules eftablith- 
ed for the prefervation of order in 
fociety ; and that the pain and ills 
which invariably refult from wicked 
actions, wil! alone be a never-failin 
punifhment ; as the happinefs whick 
a man receives from doing good, furs 
paffes every other human bleffing.” 





On _ the 


RYTHM™M of POETRY. 


[From an Essay on Rytumicat Measures, by WaLtTer Younay 


M. A. F. R.S. E. 


publifhed in the Second Volume of the Trans- 


actions of the Royau Society of EpinBuRGH.] 


« YT has already been remarked, 

that words being compofed of 
fyllables which differ in length ac- 
cording to certain proportions, are 
fufceptible of rythm. In all com- 
pofitions, therefore, the object of 
which isto pleafe and to affect, it has 
been the general practice to arrange 
the words in fome agreeable rythm. 
One very common method for at- 
taining this end has been, to form 
the words into parcels, according to 
certain meafures and proportions ; 
and in order that thefe parcels may 
be more readily perceived and at- 
tended to by the reader, to write 
them out in feparate lines. 

“ This poetical rythm cannot pof- 
fibly be fo various and complicated 
as the mufical. The fame principles, 

ever, to a certain extent, take 
lace in both. We find in poetry 
ll intervals or units of time regu- 


larly divided and combined, The 
divifions, indeed, cannot poflibly be 
fo minute as they often are in mufic ; 
neither are the parcels fo equal and 
uniform. We hive alfo in poetry 
accented and feeble founds; and 
verfes, like mufical {trains, are often 
introduced by one or more feeble 
founds, which fometimes are com- 
penfated at the end of the verfe, and 
at other times are not. In poetry, 
as in mufic, we often make up a part 
of the meafure by refts or filent 
times. In reciting verfes, too, we 
can make indefinite paufes; and we 
Are often infenfibly led by the fenti- 
ments or by the ftruéture of the 
words, to execute the ductus rbyrhmé- 
cus, or occafionally to accelerate or 
retard the movement. 

“ In the ancient Greek and Latin 
languages, the proportion ‘betwixt 
the long and the fhort fyllables is:-bet- 
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ter afcertained, more diftinétly mark- 
ed, and more fenfibly felt, than it Is 
in the modern languages of Europe. 
Thofe languages are, therefore, fuf- 

ible of a more perfect and a more 
diverfified rythin. The poets who 
have written in them have availed 
themfelves of this advantage, and 
have left us in their works a variety 
of very pleafing rythmical meatures. 
Critics have diicovered the rules by 
which thefe meafures were contiruct- 
ed; and, in order to explain them 
with greater eafe, have eftablifhed 
and defined different {mall fcales of 
long and fhort fyliables, which have 
been called metrical feet, and by 
which the different meafures have 
been parcelled out into their com- 
ponent parts. The names and the 
nature of thefe feet are generally 
known, and need not, in this place, 
be explained. I fhall only, at this 
time, make two obfervations upon 
them. | The firit is, that they feem, 
in general, to mark what I have for- 
merly called fingle intervals or units 
of time, and thefe not very large. 
Any one may find, when he recites a 
verie, that he can eafily pronounce 
two feet in a fecond; but that he 
can hardly draw them out, fo as that 
each of them fhall occupy the time 
of afecond. ‘The other obfervation 
is, that it does not appear to have 
been the intention of the perfons 
who detined and applied thefe feet, 
to divide veries by them always into 
equal intervalsof ume. “The torma- 
tion of them proceeds upon the fup- 
pofition, that when a perion recites 
a poem, he pronounces every {hort 
fyllable in one deterimined {pace ot 
time, and every long fyllable in a 
{pace of time exactly double of that 
an which he pronounces a fhort oie. 
‘The real duration, therefore, of any 
one foot will be to the real duration 
of any other foot, exactly ia propor- 


tion to the number of thefe imalleg 
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times contained in each; 


+ and this 
can be accurately determined, by ob. 


ferving the number of long and 
fyllables in each of them, and ac. 
counting every long fyllable equiva. 


fhort 


lent to two fhort ones. In this man. 
ner we find, that the duration of an 
iambus or trocharus is to the duration 
of a fpondeus or a daétylus exactly 
in the proportion of three to four, 
When thefe feet of unequal time, 
therefore, occur in the fame verte, 
which frequently happens in fean 
ning, It 1s evident, that, upon this 
fuppofition, they do not divide that 
verfe according to equal intervals of 
time. Whether the fuppofition of 
this proportion, invariably fubfittin 
betwixt long and fhort fyllables, 
upon which this fyftem depends, he 
in every cafe well founded, may be 
the fubject of future enquiry, ~ 
“ The units of time, of which the 
duration of verfes is made up, are 
fometimes divided intotwosand fours, 
and fometimes into threes. Of the 
firft we have an inftance in the com- 
mon hexameter verfe of the ancients. 
This is a regular rythm, the units 
being all equal, and formed into 
equal parcels. The number, of 
which the parcels confift, is fix. It 
may therefore be confidered as a 
triple meafure. In verfes, as well 
as in other rythmical fucceffions, the 
pareels of which confift of any num- 
ber greater than three, we are always 
difpoted to break down thefe parcels 
into the tmaller numbers of which 
they are compofed, or to confider the 
whole parcel as an aggregate of thefe 
imaller parcels. This is the orgia 
of what is called the paufe or cefura 
top in verfes. As, according to 
what was formerly ftated, the clole 
of a rythmical ‘fucceffion, whether 
final or partial, is moft agreeabie, 
when the laft found is long and ac- 
cented, and as we are often difpofed 
to begin a fucceffion with one oF 
more 
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ble founds; fo, in makin 
era of verfes, we reft wit 
mott fatisfaction upon a long fyllable 
in an accented part of the meafure, 
and begin the fucceeding member 
moft eafily with a fhort or feeble 
fyllable, which we, ina manner, pafs 
over, and confider as introductory to 
the meafure. The moft fimple di- 
vifion of fix is into two threes. Hence 
we generally with to conclude the 
frft member of a hexameter verfe 
with the firft fyllable of the third 
foot; and are pleafed, when we have 
an opportunity of doing fo, by that 
fyllable being the termination of a 


word. 


Tityre, ta patula—recubans fub tegmine 


fag. a 
Nos patriz fines—nos dulcia linquimus 


arva. 


This divifion of the hexameter verfe, 
not only gratifies the natural propen- 
fities above mentioned, but, as the 
concluding fyllable of the verfe is in 
the unaccented part of the meafure, 
it gives a variety to the cadence of 
the two members, and prevents them 
from being fimilar or convertible, 
which is always confidered as a fault 
in the ftructure of verfes, and un- 
doubtedly gives them a difgufting 
uniformity. We can alfo make the 
break at the fecond fyllable of the 
third foot, when it happens to be a 
dactyle ; as, in this cafe, we have 
ftill a feeble found with which to be- 
gin the fecond member, and the 
tume of the firft member is more 
nearly completed. 


Formofam refonare—doces Amaryllida fil- 
vas 


This peathemimer divifion of the 
hexameter verfe, though the moft 
agreeable, does not always take place. 
To obtain yariety, it is neceflary that 
it fhould occafionally be divided 
otherwife, The number fix may 
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alfo be eafily conceived as made u 
of three pairs. By making the bres 
at the firft fyllable of the fourth foot, 
we have two pairs, deficient of their 
juft time by the feeble fyllable or 
fyllables, which are introduétory to 


- meafure of the fucceeding mem- 
Der. 


Ile myas errare boves—ut cernis, et ipfum. 


The grammarians, led by the fyftem 
of half-feet, would not probably con- 
fider the divition which ] have made 
of the fifth line of Virgil's firft Eclogue, 
quoted above, as the juit one. They 
would rather fuppofe that the break 
took place at the end of the word 
doce. They would alfo fuppofe a 
fubordinate divifion at the word fer- 
mo/am. 

“The divifion of the units into 
twos and fours, which takes place in 
the hexameter verfe, feems beft fuit- 
ed to the ftructure of the Latin and 
Greek languages. Pure trochaic. or 
iambic verfes, where every alternate 
fyllable is profodically ohn, and 
the others are fhort, occur but rarely 
in their works. Our language, a- 
gain, feems fcarcely to admit of fuch 
divifions. In our poetry, the fyllables 
are arranged lefs accordiny to their 
real quantity, than according to the 
accent with which we are accuftom- 
ed to pronounce them. An accente 
ed fyllable has always the effeét of a 
long one, and is qualified for being 
placed in the mang or accented part 
of a poetical meafure. An unac- 
cented fyllable, on the other hand, 

ives us the impreflion of a fhort one, 
though by the common rules of pro- 
fody it i to be long, and though 
it is, in reality, pronounced long. It 
is alfo difqualified for being placed in 
the accented part of a meature. We 
have few inftances of a real daétyJus 
in fingle words, though three fhort 
fyllables, froma the accent with which 
' G3 the 
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the firft is pronottnced, often aflumes 
the appearance of one. Englith verfes 
are conftruéted for the moft part by 
feet of two fyllables. The propor- 
tion which thefe two fyllables bear to 
one another is feldom perceived with 
accuracy ; neither is it of great im- 
portance that it fhould be fo perc elv- 
ed, provided the times of the entire 
feet, or of the two fyllables taken to- 

ether, be nearly equal. ‘The im- 
preflion, however, which thefe feet, 
for the moft part, communicate, 1s 
that of a troe’veus or iambus. Our 

vets alfo coi truct verfes fometimes 

y feet of three fyllables. Thefe 
feet, although the fyllables of which 
they are compofed are, for the moft 
part nearly equal, give us the impref- 
fion of fomething like a da¢tylus or 
anapxftus, according as the accented 
fyllable is the firft or the laft of the 
dives, In regard to their firu¢ture, 
therefore, Englith verfes have been 
diftinguifhed into three kinds, tro- 
chaic, iambic, and anapeftic. 

« Although all iambic verfes are 
to be confidered as trochaics having a 
feeble fyllable introductory to the 
meafure, and ought always to be fo 
feanned, yet the impreflion which 
thefe two verfes make upon the ear, 
and the effets which they have upon 
the mind, ere fomewhat different. 
When we begin with the feeble 
found, we pafs eaftly and gently from 
it to the ttrong found. We utter 
the ftrong found without much ex- 
ertion, and can dwell! upon it for 
fome time. On the contrary, when 
the ftrony found comes firft, we ex- 
prefs it with more difficulty and force, 
and pafs on to the fucceeding feeble 
found with more rapidity. Hence 
trochaics have been generally reckon- 
ed fomewhat quicker in their move- 
ment than iambics, and more proper 
for expreffing vehemence or yatety. 
As iambic verfes themfelves, how- 
ever, have naturally a light and airy 


calt, efpecially when the combing 
tions are made by even numbers, Ha 
beit poets, to obviate this, have 4 
their more ferious compofitions, 
nerally adopted a combination of fe . 
This has accordingly been denomi. 
nated the Englith heroic meshoes 


Phe regular model of this verfe js 3 


~ ry - . ® ee $ 
follows. The firit fyllable js unac. 
cented, or fhort and introduory to 


the meafure. This is ficceded by 
four feet of two fyllables, which as the 
accent takes place upon the firft {yl. 
lable, may be confidered as trochees, 
After thefe, there is a {trong or ac. 
cented fyllable, which clofes the verfe, 
and, alone with the introdudory 
fyllable of the next line, completes 
the number of five feet. 


To | wake the | foul —by | tender! ftrokes 


o1 | irt. 


This model ts not always obferved. 
Our beft pocts make frequent devia. 
tions from it, in order to give va- 
riety to the cadence of their verfes, 
or to render them more expreflive a 
the fentiments or emotions which 
they wifh to convey, 

* This verfe, like the ancient hex- 
ameter, admits ofa break or divificn, 
As, according to whet was formerly 
obierved, we generally reckon com- 
binations of five by two pairs and an 
odd one, we make this break with 
moft fatisfattion upon the leading 
found of the fecond toot, or the fourth 
fy llable of the verfe. 


To make mankind—in confcious virtue 


bold. 


We can alfo make a divifion at the 
fixth fyllable, as in this cafe we have 
ftill one pair, with its introdu¢tory 
found, remaining. 


Of that forbidden tree — whofe mortal 
talte. 


Sagnie- 
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Gametumes 700 the words are fo ar- 
ranged, that the divifion muft necef- 
frily take place at the fifth fyllable 
ocfeedle found of the fecond foot. 
This divifion gives a paufe more 
real, and more diftinétly felt, than 
thofe formerly mentioned. As we 
muft begin the fecond member with 
a ftrong found, and are partly de- 

ived of the affiftance in forming it, 
which we would have derived from 
the preceding feeble found, we re- 
quire 2 little more time to make the 
exertion which is neceffary for that 
purpofe. "This divifion alfo changes, 
ia fome degree, the character of the 
verfe, the laft member becoming pro- 
per trochaic. It may fometimes, 
however, be ufed with a very happy 
effet. There feems to be an inftance 
of this in the firtt line of Pope's Eflay 
on Man. 


Alwake, my | St. John. | —Leave all | 
meaner | things, 


Here the grammatical paufe, coin- 
ciding with the rythmical divifion, 
cives fufficient time to form the ac- 
cented found with which the fecond 
member begins ; and that member 
being trochzic, is very well fuited to 
exprefs the intention of the poet, 
which is to roufe. “The fame divi- 
fon occurs in the fecond line; but 
the effe& of it is tomewhat difle- 
rent. 


To low ambition —and the pride of kings. 


In reciting this line, we are unwill- 
ing to give an accent to the conjunc- 
tive particle and. ‘To avoid this, 
theretore, we are difpofed to confider 
both that word, and the article which 
follows it, as feeble founds, intro- 
ductory to the next ftrong found, 
and to fill up the time of the accent- 
ed part of that thigd meafure by a 
blence or relt. 


+ THM of 


the | pride 


To | low am! b tion — | (end 
vf | kings. 


In this way, the reciter, hurcyine 
over thefe two comparatively unim. 
portant words, almoft in the time of 
one feeble fyllable, is naturally led to 
exprefs the word pride with conGder- 
able force or emphafis; a circurm- 
ftance which feems, in this place, to 
favour the defign of the poet. Verfts 
of this form occur frequently ia the 
works of this author, 

* The ftruéture of the Englifa 
heroic verfe, and the uneven num- 
ber ot feet of which it is compofed, 
effectually fecure it againft the dan- 
ger, or even the poflibility of its be- 
ing divided into two part. which are 
equal, and at the fame time fimilar 
and convestible. When the break 
takes place at an accented or ftrong 
{yllable, the two members are necef- 
farily unequal. When, AgAIN, as in 
the two lines laft quoted, the divifion 
happens at the filth fyllable, the two 
members, though they may be equal 
in time, are neceffarily different in 
cadence, as the firft begins and ends 
with a feeble found, and the fecond 
regularly begins and ends with a 
ftronglound. ‘This feems to give to 
the Englith verfe of this form, « con- 
fiderable advantage over the common 
French verte of fix tceet, which uni- 
tormly divides into equal and fimilar 
hemiiticks. 

“ Thefe breaks or divifions in 
verfes have perhaps been improperly 
termed pautes. Jn many cafes, the 

aufe is more imaginary than real, 
i have formerly obferved, that we 
have always, in a greater or lefs de- 
yree, the impreflion of a paufe be 
twixt every parcel of equal times 
which we form. When we hear a 
minuct, or any piece of mutic, which 
is conftructed according to regular 
rythm, we have the impreflion of a 


paufe at the end of every bar; we 
: G 4 have 
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imprefion more 
every phrafe ; 


where little or no real paufe is nece, 
fary. From what was above oblery. 


y ed, however, upon he ftrudure of 


e at one part 
of it, when the reft, mmatical 


ftop, or the paufe of fuipenfion, oc- 
curs at another part of it. 


And | leaves the | world—to | darknefs [ 
(and to | me. 


In this line, the rythmical divifion 
takes place at the fourth fyllable, 


the fecond line of Pope's 

Man, there muit be a Pafible ohne 
filence ixt the feventh and eighth 
fyllables. _ Accordingly, this has 
commonly been confidered, and per. 
haps with propriety, as the place of 
the paufe inthisline. It is probable, 
however, that the cadence of th 
verfe would not have been fo 

able = gaye if the 
rythmical divifion had not occurred 
at the fourth fyllable.” 
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Dr. HERSCHELL’s ACCOUNT of the DISCOVERY of a SIXTH 
and SEVENTH SATELLITE of the PLANET SATURN, with 
REMARKS on the CONSTRUCTION of its RING. 


[Extracted from the Eightieth Volume of the Pui tosornicaL-TRansac- 


TIONS. ] 


“ WN a fhort poftfcript, added to 

my laft paper on Nebula, | 
announced the difcovery of a fixth 
fatellite of Saturn, and mentioned, 
that I intended to communicate the 


‘particulars of its orbit and fituation 


to the members of the Royal Society 
at their next meeting. 1 have now 
the honour to prefent them, at the 
fame time, with an account of two 
fatellites inftead of one ; and have 
called them the fixth and feventh, 
though their fituation in the Satur- 
nian fyftem intitles them, very pro- 
bably, to the firft and fecond place. 
This I have done to the end that in 
future we may not be liable to mif- 
take, in referring to former obferva- 
tions or tables, where the five known 
fatellites have been named according 
to the order they have hitherto been 
fuppofed to hold in the range of 
diftance from the planet. 

« It may appear remarkable, that 
thefe fatellites fhould have remained 
fo long unknown to us, when, for 
a century and an half pait, the 
planet to which they belong has been 
the object of almoft every aftronomer’s 
curiofity, on account of the fingular 

haenomena of its ring. But it will 
feen prefently, from the fituation 
and fize of the fatellites, that we 
could hardly expe¢t to difcover them 
till a telefcope of the dunentfions and 


and aperture of my forty-feet reflec- 
tor fhould be conftru¢ted ; and | 
need not obferve how much we 
members of this Society muft feel 
ourfelves obliged to our Royal 
Patron, for his encouragement of 
the iciences, when we perceive that 
the difcovery of thefe Gotellites is in- 
tirely owing to the liberal fupport 
whereby our moft benevolent king 
has enabled his humble aftronomer 
tocomplete the arduous undertaking 
of conitructing this inftrument. 

« The planet Saturn is, perhaps, one 
of the moft engaging objects that 
aftronomy offers to our view, As 
fuch it drew my attention fo early 
as the year 1774; when, on the 17th 
of March, with a ¢4-feet reflector, 
I faw its ring reduced to a very 
minute line. On the 3d of April 
in the fame year, I found the planet 
as it were {tripped of its noble orna. 
ment, and dreffed in the plain fim. 

licity of Mars. I pafs over the 

ollowing year, in which, with a 
7-feet reflector, I faw the ring 
gradually open, till it came to the 
appearance exprefled in fig, 3. (Tab. 
ih the original of which was 
delineated from nature, on the zoth 
of June, 1788, by means of a very 
good ic-feet reflector. : 

“It fhould be noticed, thar the 
black difk, or belt, upon the ring 


of 
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of Saturn is not in the middle of its 
breadth ; nor is the ring fubdivided 
by many fuch lines, as has been re- 

ented in divers treatifes of aftro- 
nomy ; but that there is one fingle, 
dark, confiderably broad line, belt, 
or zone, upon the ring, which | 
havealways permanentlyfound in the 
7s where my figure reprefents it. 

ve this, however, only as a view 
of the northern plane of the ring, 
as the fituation of the planet has 
hitherto not afforded me any other. 
The fouthern one, which 1s lately 
come to be expofed to the fun, will 
fhortly be opened fufficiently to ena- 
ble me to give alfo the fituation of its 
belts, if it fhould have any. 

“From my obfervations it appears, 
that the zone on the northern ew 
of the ring is not, like the belts of 
Jupiter or thofe of Saturn, fubject 
to variations of colour and figure ; 
but is moft probably owing to fome 

rmanent conftruétion of the fur- 
ve of the ring itfelf. That, how- 
ever, for inftance, this black belt 
cannot be the fhadow of a chain of 
mountains, may be gathered from 
its being vifible all round on the 
ring; for at the ends of the anfie 
there could be no fliades vifible, on 
account of the direétion of the fun’s 
illumination, which would be in the 
line of the chain; and the fame 
argument will hold good againft 
fuppofed caverns or concavities, It 
js moreover pretty evident, that this 
dark zone is contained between two 
concentric circles, as all the phano- 
mena anfwer to the projection of 
fuch a zone. ‘Thus in tig. 14. which 
was taken the 11th of May, 1780, we 
may fee, that the zone is continued 
all round the ring, with a gradual 
decreafe of breadth towards the 
middle, anfwering to the appearance 
of a narrow circular plane, pro- 
yeéted into an ellipfis. 

“As to the furmife, which might 
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occur to us, of a divifj 
or rather of two oon plage 
the other, with a diftance of : 
{pace between them, it does not ‘ 
pear eligible toventure on fo artificial 
aconftruction, by way of explaining 
phanomenon that does not abfolutely 
demand it. If onering, of a breadth 
fo confiderable as that of Saturg, jg 
. b 
juftly to be efteemed the molt won 
derful arch that, by the Jaws of 
gravity, can be held together, how 
improbable mutt it appear to fuppofe 
it fubdivided into narrow flips df 
rings, which by this feparation will 
be apes a futhcient depth, and 
thus lofe the only dimenfion whic 
can keep them from falling pon the 
planet ? It is however true, that as 
yet we do not know of the rotation 
of the ring, which may be of fach 
a proper velocity as greatly to afi 
its ftrength ; and that, in the fub. 
divifions, of courfe the different 
velocities for each divifion may be 
equally fuppofed to keep them up, 
If the fouthern plane thould prove 
to be very differently marked, it 
will at once remove every furmife of 
fuch a divifion; but if it thould 
offer us the fame appearance of a 
dark zone, in the fame fituation, 
and of an equal breadth with the one 
I have obferved on the northern fide, 
1 would {till remark, that, fince a 
moft effectual way to verify the 
duplicity of the ring is within our 
reach, it will be the beft way to 
fufpend our judgement till that can 
be put to the trial. The method | 
allude to is an occultation of fome 
confiderable ftar by Saturn, when, 
if the ring be divided, it will be feen 
between the openings, as well as be- 
tween the ring and Saturn. 

“ With regard to the nature of the 
ring, we may certainly athrm, that 
it is no lefs folid and fubftantial than 
the planet itfelf. The fame reaions 
which prove to us the folidity of the 
one 
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one will be full as valid when ap- 
ied to the other. Thus we fee the 
er of the body of Saturn upon 
the ring, which is eclipfed towards 
the north, on the following fide, and 
about the middle, according to the 
{te fituation of the fun. In the 
{ane manner we fee the fhadow of 
the ring caft on the planet, where 
we find it on the equatorial part ; 
and May 2%, 1780, 1 faw it towards 
the fouth. If we deduce the quan- 
tity of matter, contained in the body, 
from the power whereby the fateilites 
are kepi in their orbits, and the 
time of their revolution, it mutt be 
remembered, that the ring is in- 
cluded in the refult. It is alfo in a 
very particular manner evident, 
that the ring exerts a confiderable 
force upon thefe revolving bodies, 
fince we find them ftrongly affected 
with many irregularities in their 
motions, which we cannot properly 
afcribe to to any other caute than the 
quantity of matter contained in the 
ring; at leaft we ought to allow it 
a proper fhare in the effect, as we 
do not deny but that the confiderable 
equatorial elevation of Saturn, which 
J thall eftablifh hereafter, mutt alfo 
join in it. 

“The light of the ring of Saturn 
is generally brighter than that of the 
planet: for inftance, April 19, +777, 
[ faw the fouthern part of the ring, 
which pafled before the body, very 
plainly brighter than the difk of 
satura, on which it was projected ; 
and on the 2~-th of the fame month, 
1 found, that with a power of 410, 
my feven-feet retlector had hardly 
ght enough for Saturn, when the 
ring was notwithftanding fufhciently 
bright. Again the 11th of March, 
1780, ] tried the powers of 222, 
332, and 440, fuccefiively, and found 
the light of Saturn lefs intenfe than 
that of the ring; the colour of the 
body with the high powers turning 
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toa kind of yellow, while that of 
the ring flill remained white. The 
fame refult happened on June 25, 
1751, with the power 46>. 

“| come now toone of the moft 
remarkable properties in the con- 
ftruction of the ring, which is its 
extreme thinnefs, ‘The fituation of 
Saturn, for fome months » has 
been particularly favourable for an 
inveftigation of this circumftance ; 
and my experiments have been fo 
complete, that there can remain no 
doubt on this head. 

** When we were nearly in the 
ugg of the ring, 1 have repeatedly 
een the firft, the fecond, and the 
third fatellites, nay even the fixth 
and feventh, pafs before and behind 
the ring in fuch a manner that they 
ferved as excellent micrometers to 
eftimate its thicknefs by, It may 
be proper to mention a few inftances, 
efpecially as they will ferve to folve 
fome phanbdmena that have been re- 
marked by other aftronomers, with- 
out having been accounted for in 
any manner that could be admitted, 
contiftently with other known facts. 
July 18, 1789, at 19 h. 41’ 9”, 
fidereal time, the firft fatellite feemed 
to hang upon the following arm, de- 
clining a little towards the north, 
and I faw it gradually advance upon 
it towards the body of Saturn ; but 
the ring was not fo thick as the lucid 

int. July 23, at 19 h. 40’ 8%, the 
econd fatellite was a very little pre- 
ceding the ring; but the ring ap- 
peared to be lefs than half the thick 
nefs of the fatellite. July 27, at 20 
h. 15’ 12”, the fecond fatellite was 
about the middle, upon the follow- 
ing arm of the ring, and towards the 
fouth ; and the fixth fatellite on the 
farther end, towards the norta; but 
the arm was thinner than either of 
them. Avguft 29, at 22 h. 12725”, 
the third fatellite was upon the ring, 
near the end of the preceding arm ; 


and 
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and my remark at the time when I 
faw it was, that the arm fecmed not 
to be the fourth, at lJeaft not the 
third, of the diameter of the 
fatellite, which, in the fituation it 
was, I took to be lefs than one fingle 
fecond in diameter. At the fame 
time I alfo faw the feventh fatellite, 
at a little diftance following the third 
in the fhape of a bead upon a thread 
projecting on both fides of the fame 
arm: hence we are fure, that the 
arm alfo appeared thinner than the 
feventh fatellite, which is confider- 
ably fmaller than the fixth, which 
again is a little lefs than the firft 
fatellite. Auguft 31, at 20 h. 48/ 
2°”, the preceding arm was loaded 
about the middle by the third 
fatellite. Oétober 15, at o h. 43’ 
44”, Ifaw the fixth fatellite, with- 
out ob{truction, about the middle of 
the preceding arm, though the ring 
was but barely vifible with my forty- 
feet reflector, even while the planet 
was in the meridian ; however, we 
were then a little inclined to the 
on of the ring, and the third 
atellite, when it came near its con- 
junction with the firft, was fo fituated 
that it muft have partly covered the 
firft a few minutes after the time I 
loft it behind my houfe. In all thefe 
obfervations the ring did not in the 
leaft interfere with my view of the 
fatellites. Oétober 1*, I followed 
the fixth and feventh fatellites up to 
the very difk of the planet ; and the 
ring, which was extremely faint, 
oppofed no manner of obftruction to 
my feeing them gradually approach 
the difk, where the feventh vaniflied 
at 21 h. 4°" 44”, and the fixth at 22 
h. 36" 44°. 

“T might bring many other in- 
ftances, if the above were not quite 
fufficient for the purpofe. There 
is, however, fome  confiderable 
fufpicion, that, by a refraction 
through fome very rare atmofphere 
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on the two planes of the rin the 

fatellites might be lifted up iy 
nd de 

reffed, fo as to become vifible 
th fides of the ring, even dinas 
the ring fhould be equal in thick 
nefs to the diameter of the {inatlen 
fatellite, which may amount to 1co9 
miles. As for the argument of its 
incredible thinnefs, which fome aftro. 
nomers have brought from the thon 
time of its being invifible, when the 
earth pafles through its plane, we 
cannot fet much value upon them ; 
for they muft have fuppofed the edie 
of the ring, as they have alfo re. 
coe. it in their figures, to be 
quare; but there is the ereateft 
reafon to fuppofe it either {pherica} 
or fpheroidical, in which cafe evi. 
dently the ring cannot difappear for 
any long time. Nay, I may venture 
to fay, that the ring cannot poflibly 
difappear on account of its thinnefs; 
fince, either from the edge or the 
fides, even if it were fquare on the 
corners, it mu{t always expofe to our 
fight fome part which is illuminated 
by the rays of the fun: and that 
this is plainly the cafe, we may con- 
clude eae its being vifible in my 
telefcopes during the time when 
others of lefs light had loft it, and 
when evidently we were turned to- 
wards the unenlightened fide, fo that 
we znuft either fee the rounding part 
of the enlightened edge, or elfe the 
reflection of the light of Saturn upon 
the fide of the darkened ring, as we 
fee the reflected light of the earth on 
the dark part of the new moon. I 
will, however, not decide which ot 
the two may be the cafe ; efpecially 
as there are other very {trong reafons 
to induce us to think, that the edge 
of the ring is of fuch a nature as not 

to refleét much lig!:t. 

“ T cannot leave this fubje® with- 
out mentioning both my own former 
furmifes, and thofe of feveral othe: 


aftronomers, of a fuppofed rough- 
peas 






















in the furface of or ne or 
: ity in the planes and inclina- 
nea flat Fides. They arofe 
from feeing luminous. parts on its 
extent, which were fuppofed to be 
jecting points, like the moou’s 
mountains; or from feeing one arm 
brighter or longer than another ; or 
even from feeing one arm when the 
other was,invifible, 1 was, in the 
begianing of this feafon, inclined 
to the fame opinion, till one of 
thefe fuppofed luminous points was 
kind enough to venture off the edge 
of the ring, and appeared in the 
of a fatellite. Now, as I had 
calbcted every inequality of this 
fort, it was eafy enough for me 
afterwards to calculate all fuch fur- 
mifes by the known periodical time 
of the firft, fecond, third, fixth, and 
feventh fatellites; and I have always 
found that fuch appearances were 
owing to fome of theie fatellites which 
were either before cr behind the 
ring. The 2cth of October, for in- 
ftance, at 22 h. 45° 46”, I faw four 
of Saturn’s fatellites all in one row, 
and at almoft an equal diftance from 
each other, on the following fide; 
and yet the firft fatellite, which was 
the fartheft of them all, was only 
about half-way towards its greateit 
elongation from the body of Saturn, 
How eafily, with an inferior tele- 
fcope, this might have been taken 
for one of the arms of Saturn, I 
leave thofe to guefs who know what 
a degree of accuracy it muft require 
to diftinguifh objects that are fo 
minute, and at the fame time fo 
faint, on account of their nearnefs 
to the ditk of the planet. Upon the 
whole, therefore, I cannot fay, that 
I had any one inftance that could 
induce me to believe the ring was 
not of an uniform thicknefs ; that 
is, equally thick at equal diftances 
from the tenter, and of an equal 
diameter throughout the whole of its 
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conftruction. The idea of pro- 
tuberant points upon the ring of 
Saturn, indeed, is of itfelf futficient 
to render the opinion of their 
exiftence inadmilfible, when we con- 
fider the enormous fize fuch points 
ought to be of, for us to fee them at 
the diftance we are from the planet. 
“From thefe fuppofed luminous 
uate am, by imperceptible tteps, 
rought to the difcovery of two 
fatellites of Saturn, which had ef- 
caped unnoticed, on account of their 
little diftance from the planet, and 
faintnefs ; which latter is partly to 
be afcribed to their fimallnefs, and 
partly to being fo near the light of 
the ring and difkof Saturn. Strong 
fufpicions of the exiftence of a fixth 
fatellite I have long entertained ; 
and, if 1 had been more at leifure 
two years ago, when the difcove 
of the two Georgian fatellites too 
mie as it were off the fcent, I fhould 
certainly have been able to announce 
its exiftence as early as the roth of 
Auguft, 1787, when, at, 22 h. 8” 
56”, I faw, and marked it down as 
being probably, a fixth fatellite, 
which was then about 12 degrees 
pai its greateft preceding elongation, 
But, as l obferved before, not having 
time to give my thoughts to the 
fubjeét, 1 referved a full inveftiga. 
tion of the number of fatellites, and 
the nature of the ring of Saturn, for 
a future opportunity. Befides, not 
having any tables of the fatellites, I 
could not confidently fay, whether 
the fifth fatellite was not one of the 
five which I perceived in motion 
x night, though afterwards J 
und, that the real fifth had alfo 
been in view, and was marked down 
as a ftar, by the letter 4, in a figure 
I delineated of Saturn and its fatel- 
lites that evening. 
“In the year 1788 very little could 
be done towards a difcovery, as mm 
twenty-fect {peculum was fo muc 
tarnifhed 
























tarnifhed by zenith feveeps, in which 
it had been more than ufually ex- 
ed to falling dews, that I could 
dly fee the Georgian fatellites. 
In h of great fuccefs with my 
forty- fpeculum, I deferred the 
attack upon Saturn til! that fhould 
be finiflied; and having taken an 
early opportunity of directing it to 
Saturn, the very firft momc 
the planet, which wes the 28th of 
laft Auguft, I was prefented with a 
view of fix of its fatellites, in fuch a 
fituation, and fo bright, as rendered 
it impoffible to miitake them, or not 
to fee them. The retrograde mo- 
tion of Satirn amounted to nearly 
4i minutes per day, which made it 
very eafy to afcertain whether the 
ftars I took to be fatellitesreally were 
fo; and, in about two hours and 
an half, I had the pleafure of find- 
ing, that the planet had vifibly 
“carried them all away from their 
places. I continued my obfervations 
conftantly, whenever the weather 
would permit; and the great light 
of the borty-feet fpeculum was now 
of fo much ufe, that I alfo, on the 
17th of September, dete‘ted the 
feventh fatellite, when it was at its 
greate!t preceding elongation. 

“ As foonas I had objervations 
enough to make tables of the motion 
of thefe new fatellites, | calculated 
their place backwards, and foon 
found that many fufpicions of thefe 
fatellites, inthe fhape of protuberant 

ints on the arins, were confirmed 
and ferved to correé the tables, fo 
as to render them more perfect. 
Fig. 6. reprefents the feven Fitellites 
of Saturn, as they were fituated 
Oétober 18, at 2) h.22° 45”. The 
finall ftar s ferved to fhew the mo- 
tion of the planét in a ftriking man- 
ner ; as, in about 33 hours after the 
above-mentioned time, the whole 
Saturnian fyftem was completely 
snoved away, fo as to leave the ftar s 
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as much following the fecond 
firft fatellites, which then mech 
conjunétion, as it now was before 
the fecond. 

“ By comparing together many 
obfervations of the fixth fatellite, } 
find, that it completes < fiderea] revo. 
lution about Sz-urn in one day, 8 
hours, <3’ 0’. And if we fuppofe 

os +l, ‘ 
with M. de Ja Lande, that the 
fourth isthe mean diftance of ?! 
from the center of Saturn, and 

forms one revolution in 15d. 22 

- 34/38", we find the diftance of 
the fixth, by Kepler's law, to be =<! 
osk. Its light is confiderabl\ trap J 
but not equal to that of the et 
fatellite; for, on the 2-th of 0». 
ber, at 19 h. 56’ 46”, when theft 
two fatellites were placed as in the 
firft, notwithftanding it was nearer 
the planet than the fixth, was ftill 
vifibiy brighter than the Jatter. It 
would, however, be worth while to 
try whether a good achromatic tele. 
fcope, of a large aperture, might 
not poflibly flew it at the time of'is 
greateft diftance from the planet, 
and when no other fatellite is near ; 
that 1s, provided it will fhew the 
other five fatellites with great cafe, 
as otherwife there will be no reafon 
to expect it fhould thew the fixth. 

“In the period of this fatellite I have 
employed the obiervation of the tgth 
of Auguft, 1787, as from other 
calculations, it feems the revolution 
is determined near enough to reach 
back fo far. 

«“ The moft diftant obfervations of 
the feventh fatellite, being com- 
pared together, fhew, that it makes 
one fidereal revolution imez2 hours, 
40 minutes, and 46 feconds : and, 
by the fame data which ferved to 
afcertain the dimenfion of the orbit 
of the fixth, we have the diftance of 
the feventh, from the center of Sa 
turn, no more than 27” 366. Its 


incomparably {maller than the yee 
an 






































won css 


——— Srl Cr os 








in my forty-feet reflector, 

ae bi te than a very {mall 
jucid point. I fee it, however, alfo 
very well in the twenty-feet reflector ; 
to which the exquifite figure of the 
um nota little contributes. It 

muft neverthelefs be remembered, 
that a fatellite once difcovered is 
much eafier to be feen, than it was 
before we were acquainted with its 


« The revolution of this fatellite 
isnot nearly fo well afcertained as 
that of the former. The difficulty 
of having a number of obfervations 
is uncommonly great; for, on ac- 
count of the {mallnefs of its orbit, 
the fatellite lies generally before and 
behind the planet and its ring, or at 
leat fo near them that, except in 
very fine weather, it cannot eafily be 
feen well enough to take its place 
with accuracy. On the other hand, 
the greateft elongations allow fo 
much latitude for miftaking its true 
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fituation, that it will require a con- 
fiderable time to divide the errors 
that muft arife from imperfect efti- 
nations. 

“ The orbits of thefé two fatellites, 
as appears from many obfervations 
of them, are exaétly in the plane of 
the ring, or at leaft deviate fo little 
from it, that the difference cannot 
be perceived. It is true, there isa 
pofhibility that the line of their nodes 
may be in, or near, the prefent 
zreateft elongation, in which cafe 
the orbits may have fome fmail in- 
clination ; but as I have repeatedly 
feen them run along the very mi- 
nute arms of the ring, even then the 
deviation cannot amount to more 
than perhaps one or two degrees ; if, 
on the contrary, the nodes fhould be 
fituated near the conjun¢tion, this 
apg! would be fo cosmfiderable 
that it could not have efcaped my 
obfervation.” 
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{From the fame Work.) 


“ AVING in my former letter 


fhewn, that Whyn Dykes, 
or, in other words, veins of lava, are 
found in the vicinity of columnar ba- 
faltes, which latter are now, by al- 
moft univerfal confent, ‘athtoatiale- 
ed to be of volcanic origin; I fhall 
proceed to defcribe the Whyn Dykes 
of Hay, and fhali commence with 
giving you a general idea of the 
extent and> various ftrata of that 
uland. 
“ Tay, from the northern to the 


fouthern extremes, is about thirty 
miles in length, and in one part ex- 
tends nearly as much in breadth 
from the eaftern to the weften 
fhores. TheS. W. part of the ifland 
is low; but the land rifes to the 
N.E. and the mountains and cliffs 
which form the north-eaft coaft are 
fteep and lofty. At the head of Loch- 
in-Daal, and near Bomore, the rock 
which appears at day is of curled 
hornftone, and does not feem tohave 
any particptas direction. ame 
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the road (N.E.) to Port Afkeg, the 
hornftone becomes more larly 
Jaminated, and ranges N. W, and 
S.E.; and fome of the hollows be- 
tween the little rifing hills are found 
to contain gravel. At four miles 
from Bomore commences the lime- 
ftone {tratum, the joints in which are 
nearly vertical, and range in general 
N. E.and$.W. It is about four 
miles in breadth from S. E. to N. W.; 
but I have not been able to difcover 
how far it extends in the courfe of 
its range, never having traced it 
more than three miles in that direc- 
tion; but itis nearly certain, that it 
does not reach either the eaftern or 
the weftern fhore, from the Mull of 
Kinhouth, the eaftern fide, being 
hornftone till near M‘Arthur’s Head ; 
and from thence, round to the weft- 
ward, the cliffs being of chert. Con- 
tinuing the route for almoft a mile 
along the high road, after leaving the 
dione. veins ot fhale, and of a 
whitith ftone marl, are feen; then 
the chert appears, which reaches to 
Port Aikeg, and. north and fouth 
from thence along the fhores of the 
found not only on the [lay but like- 
wife on the Jura tides , Within the 
Wand ar¢ feveral fmall lochs (or 
lakes) and many turf moffes. Where 
the limeftone prevails are fome mi- 
nute firings of rich copper ore, and 
mines are opened in lead ore veins ; 
but they are not productive of profit 
tothe adventurers. There are many 
old workings, fuppofed to have been 
opened by the Danes. [ron ore is 
found ftratified in the mountains. 
Bog iron ore ismet within the moffes ; 
and near Bally-echra ts a body of firm 
iron ore. At Loch Knock, near 
_ M*‘ Arthur's Head, ts an extenfive bed 
of gneifs; and near Ardleftree is an 
an immenfe Whyn Dyke, and the 
hill Knock Renettle is a magnetic 
mafs of rock, which confiderably de- 
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ranges the compafs, as you difcovered 


when you vifited it laft fumm 
The Whyn Dykes are too fing 


in their formation to efca 

of the naturalift who rs Re 
ifland. They are mafles, or rather 
veins, generally of a dark-brown 
Seppersatty bafaltic) matter, not un. 
requently containing bladder-holes- 
from three, four, and fix feet, to ei ht 
or more yards in breadth, runnin 

in various direétions. In fome places 
they are ftraight for a confiderable 
length; in others, their court 
though progreflive, is inflected: and 
in fome parts they rife between three 
and four feet above the furface, 
forming natural boundaries or dykes 
(from whence their name feems to 
be derived) ftanding vertically, and 
appearing to fill up the chafins form. 
ed at fome remote period in the 
{trata. 

‘In giving a more minute account 
of the Whyn Dykes which have fallen 
under my obfervation, it becomes 
neceflary to mention, that when ] 
arrived at Loch Loudain, I there 
hired a row boat, in which I 
ceeded to Freeport Bay. At the place 
where | re-imbarked, the fhore is 
low, and compofed of horn-ftone, 
After pafling the ruins of an ancient 
caftle, in about an hour and an half 
I landed on a rocky point, where I 
difcovered a large Whyn Dyke, be- 
tween three and four yards wide, 
ftanding vertically, and ranging. W. 
into the land. Itis of a dark-brown 
colour, externally approaching to 
black, and contains Padder-holes, 
fome of which are filled with quartz, 
and others with reddifh lamellar 
fpar, which effervefces ftrongly with 
nitrous acid, as do many es of the 
ba‘is of the fubftance, which 1s too 
fot to ftrike fire with fteel, but % 
confiderably magnetic, and of the 
{pecific gravity of 2,563. maces 
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from hence, and croffing a {mall 
figdy bay (named Thurot’s Bay, 
from that gallant Frenchman having 
landed there), we reached the high 
mountainous point called M+Arthur’s 
Head, which forms the S. E. point of 
the foundof Ilay. The ftratum here 
is white chert, with many large 
ches and ftripes of red, which tn- 
dicate that it contains iron; but the 
great height, and almoft perpendicu- 
farity, of the cliffs, prevented my mi- 
nutely examining them. [rom 
thence to Portalkeg and Freeport 
Bay, the rocky fhore, which is com- 
fed of chert, is lefs elevated, fhews 
many indications of iron, and has fe- 
veral fifures and caverns; and in 
fome places has Whyn Dykes burft- 
ing through it, which appear to re- 
enter on the oppoiite cherty fhore of 
ura. 

« About two hundred yards north 
from Freeport Lodge is a Whyn 
Dyke, which ranges N. W. and S. EF, 
and appears in that direction on the 
Jura fhore, which is more than a 
mile diftant. This Whyn Dyke is 
bare at the cliffs feveral yards in 


height, and is near nine feet in width, : 


. Jt confifts of an inner part of a gra- 
nular, and fomewhat porous texture, 
ofa dark grey colour, with fhining 
ly like mica, includes opaque zeo- 
ite {pecks, and its f{pecific gravity is 
2,811. Oneach fide of this, and 
divided from it by fmall vertical fif- 
{ures or joints, not more than an 
eighth, or at the moft a quarter, of 
an inch wide, are two bodies, each 
near eighteen inches in width, of a 
dark colour, much refembling the 
preceding fubftance, but without the 
zeolite {pecks; the fpecific gravity is 
2,8s0. Both the outer and inner 
fubftances flightly effervefce with 
the nitrous acid; both are magnetic, 
and both give fire with fteel. The 
whole mafs is interfeéted, at various 
diftances, by lateral joints, and is in- 
1790. 
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cluded between the chert rock, which 
does not appear the leaft altered 
where it comes in contaé& with the 
Whyn Dyke. Farther along the 
fhore is acavern in the chert; the 
entrance 1s low and narrow, but with- 
in it is very capacious. 
* Intending to vifit the cave Ea- 
mawr, on the weftern fide of the 
ifland, I took boat at Freeport, and 
rowing along fhore, which is of chert, 
I obferved feveral fiffures or caverns 
in the clitls, and many Whyn Dykes, 
fome ranging N.W. others N.E. I 
landed, within the found, on a white 
fhingly beach, the ftones of which 
are all chert, rounded by attrition, 
and the fhingle isthrown up fo much 
above the prefent high-water mark, 
that it affords {trong reafon to be- 
lieve, that the fea has greatly receded 
from thefe fhores. Above the beach, 
thecliffsareot chert. From hence I 
walked three miles over moors and 
open pailures acrofs the north:weft 
point of the ifland, and in fome of 
the hollows between the hills met 
with beds of {iones, fimilar to thofe 
I had feen on the beach. Approach- 
ing the weftern fhore, I faw a cavern, 
whofe mouth opened to the eaftward, 
and whofe bottom was covered with 
water. Pafling this, I arrived at a 
narrow fteep path, which leads down 
tlfe cliffs to the fhore. Here are fe- 
veral caverns, whofe general range is 
S. E. into the cliffs, which are com- 
pofed of chert. South from thefe 
caverns, in traverfing the fandy fhore, 
I paffed a vein of laminated hornitone 
(approaching to the nature of a 
fhiftus) containing pyrites in the 
joints of the ftone, which range near- 
ly N. N. W. and S. 3S. E. Farther 
fouth is an immenfe Whyn Dyke, 
burfting from the cliffs; it ftands 
vertically, is inany vards in height, 
projects trom the cliffs to the north- 
weftward, and in that direction runs 
many fathoms into the fea. It bears 
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the buffeting of the waves of the At- 
lantic Ocean from the fouth-weft, and 
feems to defy their rage, though it 
breadth, compared with its height 
and length, is very inconfiderable, it 
not being more than five or fix yards 
wide. It is of a dark granular fub- 
ftance, very fimilar to the Whyn 
Dyke near Freeport, excepting that 
the central part is fofter and of a 
paler colour. The outer fides, which 
are each about two feet thick, are of 
a very dark colour, hard, contain 
fome bladder-holes and fpecks of 
zeolite, are detached from the center 
(in genéral) by very fmall joints, 
and the whole is divided by tranf- 
verfe joints into irregular polygons 
of various dimenfions. If this ftu- 

hdous objeét is viewed from the 
north, it has much the appearance of 
a lofty wall of human fabrication. 

“ A fmall diftance more to the 
fouthward is the great cave, in the 
Erfe diale«t called Ea mawr. The 
entrance is near twenty-three yards 
wide, and from fix to eight yards 
high. After going in a fittle way 
the roof rifes, and the cavern extends 
in breadth ; but at about an hundred 
and fifty yards from the entrance, all 
its dimenfions are contracted, and it 
becomes fo {mall as barely to admit 
further progrefs without crawling on 
hands and knees. There are fome 
calcareous {tilaétites pendent from 
the roof; and in this cave, as well 
as thofe before mentioned, wherever 
the water pervades through the joints 
of the chert, it tinges the fides of a 
ferrnginous hue. 

“ From hence I returned by the 
{ame route to the boat and to Free- 
port; and having given you an ac- 
count of the principal Whyn Dykes 
which 1 exammed on the fea coaft, I 
will prac eed to relate thofe obferva- 
thons which occurred in ny progrefs 
through the Interior parts of the 
iftand, confining my remarks more 

nN 
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particularly to the Whyn Dykes 
which conftitute the fubje@ of ' 
fent confideration. : 4 

“ Afcending the hill from Free. 
port, in the way to Shinezart the 
road goes for about a mile over chin 
Near Perfabus are beds of {tone marl 
and a very large Whyn Dyke, rang. 
ing N. E. and S. W. Hence the 
path leads over hornftone ; and in 
one part 1s a laminated hornftone, 
ranging Ek. and W. It inclines to a 
fiftus ; but where it ftands bare at 
day is foft and partly decompofed ; 
but probably might be found ufeful 
for coverings if it was tried in depth, 
Again the chert is feen, and again 
hornftone, in which ts included the 
lead vein of Shinegart, fituated on 
the S. E. fide of Portnealin Loch. 
This vein had been formerly work. 
ed; but, when the old workin 
were cleared ‘out, was found not 
worth purfuing. The vein ranges 
N. N. E. and 5. S. W. is two feet 
wide, and hades to the eaftward, and 
is croffed at right angles (a few yards 
to the northward of the workings) 
by a fmall Whyn Dyke. At Mull 
rees are old workings on a lead vein, 
which is about four feet wide, but 
left poor, and ranges N. and S. be- 
tween lime-{ftone fides, Hading to the 
weftward. © South-fouth-weft from 
hence is a natural cavity tn the lime- 
ftone, called the Giant's Hole. Here 
the joints of the limeftone range 5. E. 
and N. W. andare crofled by a thale 
ftring, three feet wide, ranging N.E. 
and 8S. W. The water of a little 
ftream, which falls into the Giant's 
Hole, paffes through a fiflure in the 
limeftone, and iffues again to the day 
in lower ground, fifty yards to the 
fouth-eaftward. Returned by Per- 
fabus to I’reeport, having gone over 
feveral Whyin Dykes of various 
widths, and running in various d- 
reciions. 

“ }vom Freeport went (by Perla. 

bus) 















































pus) to Gartnefs lead mine, which is 
ftuated in the center of the limeftone 
country ; much work has been done 
here, but at prefent there are no 

t profpects of tuccefs. Phe prin- 
cipal vein, which in foine parts is 
about one foot wide, has a {li ent hade 
to the north-eaitward, and ranges 
fouth-eaft and north-weft, along the 
§de of animmente W hyn Dyke, be- 
tween which and the limeffone it is 
included, the points of the latter run- 
ning north-eaft and fouth-weft at 
right angles with the vein and Whya 
Dyke. 

‘This Whyn Dyke is the largeft I 
have yet feen, being twenty-three 
yards wide. Where cut through, 
from Abel’s to Hodgfon’s fhafts, it 
divides the limeftone {trata, and is 
nearly vertical, having, like the vein, 
avery flight hade to the north-catt- 
ward. It ischiefly compact, but not 
entirely without fiflures. It varies 
both in colour and texture; in long 

rts approaching to the texture an 
(rdnel of bafaltes; in others, be- 
ing granular, of a black iron-grey 
colour with fhining parts, gives fire 
with fteel, is flightly magnetic, does 
not efervefce with mitrous acid, and 
its ipecific gravity is 2,631. Other 
parts, of nearly the fame texture and 
colour, have none of the preceding 
qualities; fpecific gravity 2,698. 
Some pieces are found which con- 
tain ininute {pecks of fhoerl, and of a 
calcareous fpar; fpecific gravity 
2,484. In fome parts it is of awhitith 
grey calcareous fubftance, fpecific 
gravity 2,542; in others of a pale 
greenith grey, whofe {pecific gravity 
18 2,322, and which does not effer- 
vefce with nitrous acid, but contains 
threads of calcareous fpar, and is 
fometimes alfo found coated, and 
fometimes {fpangled, with pyrites, 
and then its {pecific gravity is in- 
creafed to 2,833. Throughout this 
great mafs, nodules of a yellowifh 
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grey colour are found, which do not 
ettervefce with acids, or give fire with 
fteel, and which are in appearance 
very fimilarto fome kinds of Derby- 
fhire toadttone; {pecific gravity 
2,652. Other nodules are alfo met 
with, of a kind of indurated clay, 
coated like the geodes, and tinged 
with iron. ‘The central part, which 
is the fofteft, after being drawn up, 
and lying fome time expofed to the 
action of the air, decompofes, ana 
moulders into a friable earth, fimilar 
to that which is found on the furface 
near Beltaft, and various other places 
in the county of Antrim, and in the 
ifland of Staffa. 

“ Going from Gartnefsto the lead 
mines at Ardachie, | patled Glafgow 
Beg, where isa lead vein, formerly 
wrought, ranging between limeftone 
fides k. S. E. and W.N.W.: a {mall 
Whyn Dyke croffes this vein, run- 
ning neaily 5.S.W. and N.N. E. 
Farther fouth is an old open caft ina 
lead vein, ranging E. and W. and 
hading S. At fome diftence from 
hence ts Ardachie mine. This veing 
which has formerly been much 
wrought, has the fame range and 
hade as the preceding, and is crofled 
bya Whyn Dyke, ten teet wide, which 
throws the vein nine feet from its 
general direction. Proceeding from 
hence over moory ground, near Al- 
lala, faw a dead vein of {par, lime- 
fione, and an argillaceeus fubftance 
mixed with mica; the whole tinged 
with iron. Continuing my walk, I 
arrived at the foot of Ben Vinkie, 
which is compofed of a yranulated 
whitifh chert. This mountain is 
faid to be the higheftin Llay, It is 
very fteep on the S. W. fide, where I 
afcended: it by following the courfe 
ofa Whyn Dyke, which reaches very 
near to the fummit. This Whyn 
Dyke is fimilar to thofe before men- 
tioned. It confifts of a dark-grey 


granular fubftance, which does not 
etter 
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effervefee with nitrous acid, but gives 
fire with fteel, 1s lightly magnetic, 
and its fpecific gravity is 2,go1, It 
confifts alfo of a very dark granular 
fubftance, with the fame proper’ ies 
asthe foregoing ; and further, infome 
fome parts, ithas a granul: irfubftance, 
which includes fimall pieces of white 
chert; other parts are of an arg 
ous fubftance, fomewhat refembling 
horntione, and others of a calcareous 
fubftance which {lightly etfervetces 


ttla C- 


with nitrous acid. Here isalfoa kind 
ot vein, containu iv etal argil- 
laceous {u bit unce, and reddith cubi- 


us {pai "The very fum- 
mit of the mountain is compofed of 


chert, which is not 


cal caicare: 


white ervigalline 
unfrequent! tinged with iron. 


*Lolthe Hal! an obieét 


being 


great curiotity, I thall with pleafure 
retrace our waik from Gartnets bv 
Glafeow Bee to Lofiit Loch and to 
the Hill. Walking on the weitern 
fhore of the Lech we faw a vein of 
biue fhiftus, many yards wide, rang- 
ing N. BE. and S. W. not far from 
which is an ochractous earth, and 


much bee iron ore. Obferving, on 


the fouth fide of the Loch, the ap- 
pearance ¢ fon ochrvy earth, we went 
round to examine it; and near it 
ve found an tmmenfe Wavn Dyke, 
ranging nearly 5. k. and N.W., com- 
p ri d ofa trl ble fulMtance cont n- 
yy Ze tite,of a black granular fub 
ftance, which gives fire with tteel, 


! } ‘sy f 
ana \ ve low T) rey fulit eat eS. per 


; . ' 
rect mal \ ppearance to tivat 
hefore deferrbed. tn tts vicinity the 
hert is ext ely broken and cellu- 


notopimr1on that tnt wa 
conti ’ ¢ Grartnels Why 
, : 
| AVA . t ‘os \ yf i tit ral we . a a 


ith. After view- 


! g the Fort (fee Pennant’ Voyage 
1772, Pp. 219.) we began our ex 

Wnation ¢ the fubitances which 
comp l. “They are in ge- 
neral filiceous, varioufly blended ; 


joints of which range E 
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the northern brow is of chert, the 


ae and W. ¥ 
the beds are in fome parts vertical, j 


others horizontal. Here is an 
gular bed of iron ore, call; 
by the inhabitants : 


ie 
d eme ry 


is from | fixe to 
twelve inches in this knefs, 


it 


an df may 
be trac ed about fo ur fs thy - 
length. Above it is a ftray arias 
ture of chert, horntt ne, and friable 


vellow fund-flone, blended together 
without any order or 
This bed of tron ore is vifible ow phe 
S. W. part of the hill » Where it is 
near two feet thick, is Rratified with 
the chert, which lies In beds from 
three inches to two feet in thi. knefs, 
and 1s cavered with a cryftalline 
fand. On the fouth fide of # ie hill, 
where atrial ha formerly been made 
for iron ore, there are fevera! lumps 
colleéted in an he: ap, but no appear. 
ance of bed or vein. Where the rock 
has been laid bare, it is an oh urd chert, 
ith an outer coat of foft vellow fand. 
Rone. Higher up the hill is an hard 
chert, with a kind of bla 
Skirting the hill we defcended ont. 
north fide, and faw two places, = 
merly wrought, where there is not 
uny appee rance of a vein, but mere 
ly a jumble of iron pyrites. Ata 
very {mall diffance tron 
limeftone fhews itt ¥ 
been made to: 
rounded the 
attentively, and having fe 
otwhichit 
into 


regularity, 


ider-t 


it, i) lals nave 
id ore. Having fi 
} wil, and examine it 
enthe chert, 
ischictly compoted,thrown 
an infinite ' 
fome pal and im 
with a kin .d of empty bladder- holes ; 
whilft tq other parts they ar e filled 
with ervit line Ww ch which 
the OF of the neighb ouring moun 
tains, and the P aps of fura, : hound: 
in thort, trom the very ru fe and i: 
regular appearance ol the qe 
the hill, from its rifing fo fudde 
from the limeftone ftrata, and rs mM 
the Whyn Dyke which runs © hrough 


if 
’ 


varicty of oe . 1h 


} ! 
DroKken ented, 


che re. 








f, and which may be traced ranging 
far away to the north-eaitw ard, lam 
ftrongly induced to believe it of vol- 
canic origin. 

« }f it be admitted that I am right 
in my opinion of the volcanic origin 
of thefe different fubftances, a large 
tract will then be edded to that al- 
ready proved by ethers to have been 
dubject to the eifects produced by 
fubterraneous fire; which, as far as 
has hitherto been difcovered with us, 
commences in the S. W. part of 
Derbvfhire, and, if I miftake not, ts 
again feen in Seathwaite, about five 
miles trom Hawkfhead, in the N. \W., 

artof Lancafhire, and appears (N. 
V. from thence) in the neie¢hbour- 
hood of Belfaft in Lreland, and rang- 
ing through the northern part of 
that kingdom ; it is perceived in {e. 
veral of the wettern iflands of Scot- 
land, extending as far north as the 
ilandot Lewis, which isthe northern- 
moft of the Hebrides, and crofling 
eal from Lay (which is the fouthern- 
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moft) by Tarbut, Dumbarton, Stir- 
ling, and Edinburgh, to Dunber. 

** Some perions may Cortfider, with 
aftoni{hment, the extent of thafe veins 
and mailes of lava which appear in 
the northern part of the Br itifls ifles, 
where no crater is vifible: whilft 
others, Who have read \ on Vroil, and 
recolle’t that he lays (at p. 234.) 
* That lava is feldom found near the 
sé opening of a Volcano, but rather 
** tutl, or loofe afhes and grit.” may 
perhaps unite with me in opinion, 
with Mr. Whitehurft, “ that the 
“crater from whence that melted 
“ matter flowed, together with an 
“ immenfe tract of lend towards the 
“north, have been abfolutely funk 
“and f{wallowed inte the earth, at 
“fome remote period of time, and 
“ became the bottom ef the Atlantic 
* Ocean. <A period indeed much 
* beyond the reach of any hiftorical 
“monument, or even of tradition 
“ itfelf.”’ 
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An ACCOUNT of fome EXTRAORDINARY EFFECTS o; 
LIGHTNING. By Wittiam Wirnkerine, M.D. F.R.S: 


[From the fame Work.] 


a ERMIT me to requeft the at- 

tention of the Royal Society, 
whilft I mention a few facts relative 
toathunder cloud, the lightning from 
Which fufed a quantity of quartzofe 
matter. 

“ This cloud formed ir the fouth, 
in the afternoon of September 3, 
1779, and took its courfe nearly due 
horth. In its paflage it fet fire to a 
field of ftanding corn; but the rain 
pretently extinguifhed the fire. Soon 
afterwards the lightning ftruek an 


oak tree in the earl of Avleéford's 
park at Packington. 

“The height of this tree is 39 
fect, including its trunk, which is 12 
feet. It did not ftrike the highe 
bough, but that which projected far. 
thelt fouthward. A man, who had 
taken fhelter againft the north fide of 
the tree, was {truck dead inftantane. 
oufly, his cloaths fet on fire, and the 
mofs (dic/en) on the trunk of the 
tree, where the back of his head had 
refted, was likewile burnt. Two men, 

ii 3 {pecta 
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fpectators of the accident, ran imme- 
diately towards him upon feeing him 
fall; and as it rained hard, and a 
{mall lake had collected almoft clofe 
to the fpot, the fire was very foon 
extinguifhed; but the effects of the 
fire on one-half of his body, and on 
his cloaths, were fuch as to fhew, 
that the whole burning was inftan- 
taneous, not progretiive. 

*¢ Part of the electric matter paffed 
down a walking ftick, which the 
man held in his hand, floping from 
him; and where the ftick refted on 
the ground, it made a perforation 
about two inches and a half in dia- 
meter, and five inches deep. ‘This 
hole I examined foon afterwards, 
anc found nothing in it but the burnt 
roots of the grafs. All obfervation 
would probably have ended here, 
had not lord Aylesford determined 
to ereét a monument upon the fpot, 
not merely to commemorate the 
event, but with an infcription, to 
caution the unwary againft she dan- 

er of fheltering under a tree during 
athunder ftorm. In digging the 
foundation for this monument, the 
earth wasdifturbed at the perforation 
before mentioned, and the foil ap- 
peared to be blackened to the depth 
of about ten inches. At this depth 
aroot of the tree prefented itfelf, 
which was quite black; but this 
blacknefs was only fuperficial, and 
did not extend far along it. About 
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two inches deeper, the melted quart. 
zofe matter began to appear ol 
continued in a floping direction to 
the depth of 18 inches. 

«The fpecimens which accom. 
pany this paper, and for which I am 
indebted to the attention of lord 
Aylesford, will demonttrate the in. 
tenfe heat which muft have exifted 
to bring fuch materials into fy. 
fon. 

“ es Be —_ pebble, one 
corner of which has been com ' 
fufed. Pietely 

“ No. 2. Sand, unmixed with cal. 
careous matter, agglutinated by the 
heat. Within the hollow part of 
this mafs, the fufion has been fo per- 
feét, that the melted quartzofe mat- 
ter has run down the hollow, and 
affumed nearly a globular figure. 

“No. 3. Smaller hollow pieces, 
and one nearly flat, but all the flat 
ones have fome hollow part. 

“ Mr. Watt fuggefted to me, that 
the hollows had been occafioned by 
the expanfion of moifture whilft the 
fufion exifted. 

“| thall conclude with obferving, 
that judging from the damage done 
to the oak tree, the ftroke was not 
very great ; and that having now an 
inducement to dig where the earth 
has been perforated by lightning, we 
may probably hereafter find foflil 
fubftances melted by it to a confider- 
ably greater extent.” 
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EXPERIMENTS on the EXPANSIVE FORCE of FREEZING 
WATER, made by Major EDWARD WILLIAMS of the ROYAL 
ARTILLERY, at QUEBEC in CANADA. Communicated in a 
Letter from Dr. Huron to Profeflor Joun Rosiyson. 


[From the Second Volume of the Transactions of the Roya Sotisry 
of EpINBURGH.] 


“STR, 

“ HE following is ari extract of 
a letter to me irom Major 
Kdward Williams, of the Royal 
Artillery, a learned man, and of 
eat profeifional merit. Being at 
Quebec in fome very cold winters, 
among various others ingenious ex- 
iments, it occurred to him to try 
= force of congelation in tome of 
the iron bomb-fhells, which are 
ufually fired out of mortars in the 
practice of artillery ; by filling the 
cavity of the fhell with water, and 
then, having plugged up the fuze- 
hole, expofing it to the cold to freeze 
the water, in order to find whether 
the expanfion of the ice would be 

capable of burfting the fhell. 
“The dimenfions of the 13 inch 

fhell are as follow : 

inches, 





* And the dimenfions are fimilar 
in the other thells. The fuze-hole 
is conical, the oppofite fides of which 
when aredinchl: meet at the ex- 
tremity of the diametér, which 
we through the middle of the 
10:e. 

*¢ He found, that the iron plug could 
hardly ever be driven fo firmly into 
the fuze-hole as to refift the force of 
the expanfion of the ice, which pufhed 
it out with great velocity, and a bolt 
or cylinder of ice, of a confiderable 
length, immediately fhot up from 
the hole. But when the plug was 
fixed in with fprings, which laid 
hold of the infide of the cavity, fo 
that the plug could not poffibly be 
pufhed out, the force of expanfion 
then {plit the fhell, and a fin or plate 
of ice fhot out quite around. 


Extrad from Majer Wiliams’s 





























Outer diameter of the fhell, 12.8 Litter. 
Inner, or diameter of the «“ Thefe experiments were made on 
SAVRY, ; ; 9! iron-fhells, from the 13 inch-thell to 
Thicknefs of the metal at the coehorn, of 4.4 inches diameter, 
the tuze-hole, x 15 by filling the fhell nearly with water, 
~~ at the bottom or oppo- and driving in an iron plug witha 
fe part, h 2.2 {ledge hammer. 
Diameter of the fuze-hole, 1.7 
rT iene pen tlev. of | Wtof | 7, = 
] Fy Hour, | Barom. | Ther. Wind. eafliie plug.oz | Diftance. 
Dec. 21-|12 night. 29.66 | — Io Welterly. - ets Ls 
M. — Ealterly. gy 7s , 
pom a ee | =a] Pee | 8 | ie | Gatto 
a4.jtrA.MJ 29.25 | — 6 w. 9 39-25 
$1.jtr A.M.) 29.60 — 18 WwW. 45 39-25 | 397 
1785. 
an. 2 A.M] 29.96 — 19 Ww. 45 41.75 | 415 
4. 7a. M. aye = 0 w. 4s 42 _ 
9)/94.M! 29.35 | — 4 Ww. 45 40.5 2 
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REMARKS. 

& Doc. 2!.—The fuze-axis of the 
fhell iay nearly perpendicular to the 
horizon. On examining the effect, 
about 9 e'clock the following day, 1 
obferved the plug gone, and a cylin- 
der of ice, of 44 inches high, arifing 
perpendicularly from the fuze-hole, 
and of equal diameter. I fearched 
carefully for the plug, but could not 
find it, as there was about 34 feet of 
{now on the ground. 

« »2,—I] watchedthis fhell about an 
hour, when, being called out. on 
bufinefs, I found, on my return, 
three hours after, the plug gone, and 
the icy cylinder 21 inches high. 
Plug loft. 

“ 23.—I hada plug made, and 
jagged or notched along the fides, to 
prevent its being sicciod wine fo eafily ; 
and watched this fhell for upwards 
of three hours, going into the houfe 
at intervals to warm myfelf. The 
laft time I went in was about half an 
hour after twelve, when, after a few 
minutes, I heard a fort of hifling 
found, upon which running out, 
the plug was gone, and a cylinder of’ 
ice fhot up, exceeding any of the 
former being ( ! inches high. Plug loft. 

“© 2).—A fimilar plug to the laft. 
I watched this with more fuccefs ; 
for although abfent at intervals; yet 
at half pait four in the afternoon, 
(therm. at 6°) I faw the plug fudden- 
ly forced out by the column of ice, 
accompanied by the hitling nove ; 
and, obferving its fall, I found it at 
62 feet trom the fhell. The icy 
cylinder was 4 inches high, and the 
fuze-axis of the thell 1 found lay 
nearly at an angle of 8° with the 
horizon. ' 

*  ),—Concluding from the fore- 
going experiment , that no ping 
could be fo fixed, render the 
retiftance at the fuze.’ 
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ject in thefe experiments) | 





on the 


burft, (which was the primary oy 


ogee thought 
it might be worth while to obleeve 
how far the force of congelation 


would project a plug of a given 
weight and figure, and forced in with 
the fame number of ftrokes of the 
fledge hammer. For this purpofe, [ 
placed the fuze-axis of the fhell at an 
angle of 45° with the horizon, and 
onthe 31ft of December 1784, bein 

the coldeft day of this year, the plug 
was projected whilft I was abfent, q 
cylinder was fhot out, in the diree. 
tion of the axis, of 74 inches, and 
not inclining in the leaft from the 
direction to the horizon. Phug loft, 

“6 Zan.2. 1785.—Being colder than 
the 31{t of December, in order to 
haften the effect, I puta mixture of 
common falt and fal ammoniac to 
the water, and tieda long pack-thread 
with a piece of red rag at its end, to 
the fuze, in order to find where it 
fellin the fnow. ‘This phig made 
its efcape, like the reft; tor at half 
paft fix it was flown, and a cylinder 
of 84 inches of ice ftanding over the 
fuze-hole, The plug was loft; for 
the red rag smpeiell no where on 
the furface of the fnow. 

4 ——Tried a plug made with 
fprings, in the manner of a fearcher, 
only very fhort and ftrong. Added 
the freezing mixture. The fhell gave 
a fudden crack at a quarter after 
nine, and inftantly fhot from ‘its 
furface two thin plates of iee, refem- 
bling fins, about two inches in the 
higheft parts. On examining the 
fhell I found it burft, and the plug 
forced up about half an inch ; and, 
on breaking the fhell, the fprings 
were confiderably bent, fo as not to 
have recovered their firft fizwation. 

“ 9.— Repeated the laft exper 
ment, with a fimilar plug and the 
freezing mixture. It was thrown 
out, as before, and the projecting icy 
crimder was*3 3 mches high. : 

7 “6 Similar 
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& Similar experiments were after- 
wards made with all the leffer fhells ; 
yet, though one or more of each 
fort were actually burft, more plugs 
were projected than produced that 
efeét. As foon as the {now began 
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to difappear from the furface, I 
fearched carefully for the plugs, and 
found fix of them ; which, being all 
marked with notches after the firft 
experiment, I eatily formed from 
them the following table. 


No. 1. Dec. 22. 2 feet. ! to the right of the 
Pes : line of direction. 
3 24. 62 5 left. 
4. 31. 387 2' right. 
5. Jan. 2. 415 ~ 34 Tight. 
6. 4. Shell burft. 
7. 9. 325 4} left. 


«Such was the refult of the expert- 
ments, from which I leave it to you 
to draw conclufions. I intend to 

ue them again this winter ; and, 

if you can fuggeit any ideas on the 
fubject that can reach Canada before 
March 1786, I fhall be glad to avail 
myfelf of them. 
“ Ep. WiILLIAMs- 


Remarks on the preceding Eatrad. By 
Charles Hutton, LL.D. 


“From thefe ingenious experi- 
ments, we may draw feveral con- 
clufions. As, 

“ Firft, We hence obferve the 
amazing force of the expanfion of 
the ice, or the water, in the act of 
freezing; which is fufficient to over- 
come perhaps any refiftance what- 
ever; and the confequence feems to 
be, either that the water will freeze, 
and, by expanding, burft the con- 
taining body, be it ever fo thick and 
ftrong; or elfe, if the refiftance of 
the containing body exceed the ex- 

anfive force of the ice, or of water 
in the act of freezing, then, by pre- 
Venting the expanfion, it will prevent 
the freezing, and the water will re- 
main fluid, whatever the degree of 
‘oid may be. 

* The amazing force of congelation 
is alfo obvious from the diftance to 
which the iron plugs were projected. 
For, if We confider the very {mall 


nm 
— 


time that the force of expanfion ats 
on the plug in puthing it out, and 
that the plug, of 24 Ib. weight was 
projected with a velocity of more 
than 20 feet in a fecond of time, and 
thrown to the diftance of 415 feet 
by this force ; fo acting, the intentity 
of the force will appear to be truly 
aftonifhing. 

“ 2dly. We may hence form an efti+ 
mate of the quantity which the water 
expandsby freezing. Forthe longeft 
cylinder of ice was obferved to be 84 
inches without the hole; to this add 
1! the thicknefs of the metal, or 
length of the hole, and the fum, or 
10 inches, is the whole length of the 
cylinder of ice, the diameter of which 
is 141. inches; and hence its folid 
content IS 1.77 xX 10.7854 cubic 
inches, 

But the diameter of the {pherical 
cavity, filled with water, sg,t, inches ; 
and therefore 9.13 x 2 x.7854 1s the 
content of the water in cubic inches. 

“ Hence then the content of the 
water is to the increafe by expanfion, 
as + of g.13 to 10 times 1.7%, or as 
502.4 to 28.9. Or as 174 tO 10. So 
that the water, in this initance, ex- 
panded in freezing, by a quantity 
which is between the 17th and 18th 
part of itfelf. 

C. H. 
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OBSERVATIONS on the MAGNETIC FLUID, by Captain 0: 
Drury, of the Royal Navy. 


{From the Transactions of the RovatIrisn Acapemy 
Year 1788.3 


“ HE magnetic fluid, and its 
phanomena, are not lefs fin- 
var than obfcure, and have too 
ae engaged the attention of phi- 
lofophers for me to offer an hypo- 
thefis on the fubject ; I mean only 
to fpeak to a matter of fact, which 
I am led to believe may be fervice- 
able to navigation, efpecially fhould 
the variation of the compafs ever be 
made ufe of as a method for afcer- 
taining the longitude. 

«“ It is not neceflary to enter into a 
detail of experiments to prove the 
exiftence of the magnetic fluid, 
which circulates continually around 
and through a magnet, as it is fully 
demonftrated by the arrangement of 
iron filings thrown on glafs, placed 
over a magnet. 

¢ Experience fhews us that the nee- 
dle of a compafs, as well as all other 
magnets, whether artificial or real, 
perpetually lofes fomething of its 
magnetic power, which often pro- 
duces a difference exceeding a point; 
and I am well convinced that the 
great errors in fhip-reckonings pro- 
ceed more frequently from the in- 
correctnefs of the compafs than 
from any other caufe. 

Steel cannot be too highly tem- 
pered for the needle of a fea-com- 
pafs, as the more it is hardened the 
more permanent is the magnetifm 
it receives; but, to preferve the 
magnetiim, and confequently the 
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» for the 


polarity, of the needle, I recom. 
mend to have the needle cafed with 
thin, well-polithed, foft iron, or elfe 
to have it armed at the poles with a 
bit of foft iron. 

‘¢ [| have found, from many expe. 
riments, that the cafed needle pre- 
ferved its magnetifm in a much 
more periect degree than the needle 
not cafed; and I have fometimes 
thought that the magnetic power of 
the cafed needle had increafed, and 
the magnetic power of the uncafed 
and unarmed needle always lofes its 
polarity. 

«© Some time ago I placed a cafed 
needle, an armed needle, and one 
without either cafe or armour, in a 
room, for three months, having at 
that time precifely the fame direc- 
tion, and nearly the fame degree of 
force. At the expiration of the 
three months I found that the cafed 
needle and the armed needle had 
not in the leaft changed their direc- 
tion, but-the other had changed two 
degrees, and had loft very confider- 
ably of its magnetic power : if there 
were any changes in the other nee- 
dles, it was too inconfiderable to be 

rceived. 

“ Thefe obfervations appearto me 
to be new, and may tend to great 
improvement in our fea-compafs : 
they are here fubmitted to the cone 
fideration of philofophers. 
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ACCOUNT of a METHOD of GENERATING YEAST. Commu- 
~ nicated in Letters to Mr. Moore, from the Rev. Wittiam Mason, 


of Afton, near Rotheram. 


(From the Eighth Volume of the Traxsactions of the Society forthe 
ExcouraGemenT Of Ants, Manuracrures, and Commerce.] 


“STR, 

«¥ AST fpring I requefted a 
L friend to enquire of you fome 
rticulars concerning the premium 

which the Society hat offered on the 

uétion of yeaft, of which you 
obligingly gave him full informa- 
tion. As I found November was the 
month in which the matter was to 
be decided, I deferred troubling you 
any more till I had caufed an expe- 
riment to be repeatedly tried, 
which a domeftic of mine, who 
brews for me, had at that time 
firft made. 

“ J had juft before, with his affift- 
ance, impregnated wort with fixed 
air, or rather a deco¢tion of malt in 
water, according to Dr. Henry’s in- 

nious method, mentioned in the 

femoirs of the Philofophical Soci- 
ety of Manchelter, and by the yeaft 
thereby obtained produced good 
bread. This led him, unknown to 
me, to try whether the experiment 
would not fucceed full as well with- 

out fixed air, which he found it did. 

He accordingly brought me a {mall 

veffel with a full head of yeaft upon 

it, afluring me, with fome degree 

of exultation, that neither oil of vi- 

triol with chalk, nor any portion 

of old yeaft, had been employed on 
the occafion. This greatly furprifed 
me; and I then defired he would 
proceed with the experiment in his 
own way, and endeavour to encreafe 
the quantity already made, by what 
additional decoétion of malt and wa- 
ter he might think proper ; infifting 
only that nothing but malt, water, 
and heat, fhould be employed for 


the purpofe. He did fo, and in a 
few days encreafed the original 
quantity till it became fufficient to 
work a hogfhead of {mall beer, which 
produced ten pounds weight of per- 
fect yeaft; and this, being foon af- 
ter put on a vat for a hogfhead of 
ale, was found to be augmented to 
forty-two pounds. 

“ The difcovery therefqre is fim- 
ply this: “ that yeaft is not (as has, 
«I believe, been hitherto thought) 
« fome peculiar and unknown fub- 
“¢ ftance, neceflary to be added to 
“ wort, in order to put it into a 
“« fermenting ftate; but that malt 
“ boiled in water will generate it 
“© (as the chemifts fay) per /2, if the 
“ following circum{tances be attend- 
“ ed to: 

« i ft, That the procefs be begun 
with a {mall quantity of the decoc- 
tion : 

«“ zdly, That it be kept in an 
equal degree of heat: And, 

“ 3dly, That, when the fermen- 
“ tation is begun, it fhould be affift- 
“ ed and augmented with frefh de- 
*¢ coctions of the fame liquor.” 

« The proportions and method 
which my fervant has found gene- 
rally to fucceed [ will now give you, 
as taken from his own mat in the 
form of a recipe. 

“ Procure three earthen or wooden 
veffels, of different fizes and aper- 
tures; one capable of holding two 
quarts, the other three or four, and 
the third five or fix: boil a quarter 
of a peck of malt, for about eight or 
ten minutes, in three pints of water ; 


and when a quart is poured off .* 
the 







































the grains, !et it ftand in a cool 

lace, till not quite coid, but retain- 
ing that degree of heat which the 
brewers ufually find to be proper 
when they begin to work their l- 
nuor. Then remove the veflel into 
{ome warm fituation near the fire, 
where the thermometer ftands be- 
tween 70 and 8@ degrees (Fahren- 
heit;) and thete let it remain till 
the fermentation begin’, which will 
be plainly perceived within thirty 


hours; add then two quarts more of 


a like decoction of mait, when cool, 
as the firft was; and mix the whole 
in the larger-fized veffel, and ftir it 
well in, which muft be repeated in 
the ufual way, as it rifes in a com- 
mon Vat: then add ‘a itil! greater 
quantity of the fame deco¢tion, to 
be worked in the largeit veftel, which 
will produce yeait enough for a 
brewing of forty gallons.” 

“ According to my promife, I 
write to inform you of the reiult of 
fome more experiments which have 
been made here, under my direc- 
tion, relative to yeait; and the ra- 
ther, becaufe they were made by 
means of a very fimple apparatus, 
which 1 think will be found very 
convenient on fhip-board, and allio 
in COLLALCS, &c, It is merely a 
wooden box, of about twelve or 
fourteen inches fquare, open on one 
fide, in which a veilel containing 
the wort isplaced; and then the box 
is fet with the open ide clofe toa 
wall, heated by a fre on the other 
when the thermometer ind- 
cates the wall to be about &8c°: fo 
tnatl jagine the back of a chimne y 
in a flip, or behind an oven or 
kitchen-fire in a collage, would be 
found very convenient for ¢! 


fide, 


ihe pro- 
cefs ; as the vetlel might be there 
furrounded with a fin 
of ait, fufficiently warm at the firit, 
and capable ot being continued at 


ob 


im} ‘_ 
pile l & 
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the fame é¢quable tem 
fufficient Sine. ~eeeen hes 

“ A box of this kind, in whic 
the following experiments we, 
made, was placed on a dre 
kitchen, more than ei ghteer 
the kitchen fire, but againgt thi 
wall, which divides the kitchen ion 
the fervant’s hall, juft behind the 
poor of that room: and th 
ide of the box tutned to the heated 
wall, the veifels themfelves unco: 
vered, If you recollect the trouble 
you fo obligingly took in heatin 
your office, you will think this me. 
thod, fince difcovered, of perform- 
ing the fame experiment, of confi. 
derable utility. 

“ 


Were 
Ter in my 
1 feet from 


fire. 
6 Open 


periment 1/?. Three veflels 
were fet at the fame time in the 
warm box, containing a quart of lis 
quor eath, and of equal ftrength 
with retpect to malt: one was a de- 
coction without hops, another with 
hops, the other a fimple infufion of 
malt: in about twenty-four hours 
the hopped decoction produced a 
fine head of yeaft; the other de. 
co¢tion fermented as well, but was 
twenty-four hours later, and the 
yealt appeared dark and ill-coloured, 
fo that my houfe-keeper thought it 
fpoiled; but this bad appearance 
was merely owing to its not having 
been boiled and cleared, for it made 
very light breakfaft rolls. 

‘¢ [his experiment, you will per- 
ceive, was made to try whether hops 
(as my fervant imagined) were ne- 
ceilary; and it certainly proves that 
they accelerate the fermentation ; 
but it proves alfo, that neither hops 
nor boiling are effential to the pro- 
cefs, 

“ Experiment 2d. Four vellels, from 
a common brewing of ale, were 
placed in a box of longer dimentions; 
one contained two quarts; a fecond, 
one ; a third, a pint; a fourth, halt 
a pits 








rT 


ich 


tre 


a pint: they all fhewed figns of fer- 
mentation at the fame time, viz. In 
about twenty-four hours ; but that 
in the mug or pot holding a pint ap- 
ared the ftrongeft, which my fer- 
vant thought was owing to the 
f{maller diameter of the vetlel, which 
was {maller in proportion to the half 
int; but as it ftood more centrally 
tothe heat of the fire behind, I am 
rfuaded the excefS of fermentation 
proceeded from that caufe. This 
proves that the quantity you begin 
the procefs with is not very material, 
though teo quarts feem to be moft 
convenient for the purpofe of bak- 
ing. 
“Eh yteriment rd.wasiuttituted mere- 
ly to find whether an addition of 
{ugar would accelerate the fermen- 
tation; for which purpofe, two 
quarts of hopped liquor were tried 
tu feparate veficls, a quart in each: 
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and the refult was, that the decoc- 
tion, in which two large {poonfuls 
of coarfe fugar were ftirred in, did 
not ferment in the leaft, though 
continued in the warm box five davs 
and nights; the other fermented in 
about thirty-fix hours. The reafon 
of this later fermentation than of 
that in the former experiments, was, 
that the liquor ufed was from a brew- 
ing of fmall-beer. Hence we may 
conclude, that a deco¢tion of the 
ftrength of ale, if not of ttrong beer, 
is the beft to begin with. 

* [cannot myfe!fthink ofanv other 
experiments that may tend to eluci- 
date the matter further; but if vou 
pleafe to propofe any, 1 can with 
much eafe make them, efpecia!!y 
at this brewing feafon (thouch thefe 
I have already made are ofa month's 
ftanding,) and fhall, with great 
pleafure, fend you the refult,” 





Ds. DANCER’s Account of the CINNAMON TREES gtowing in the 
ISLAND of JAMAICA, 


{¥rom the fame Work.] 


“ ti E cinnamon trees of this 
ifland have been raifed from 
afew plants taken, along with a large 
collection of other oriental exotics, 
ina French thip, bound from the 
Ifle of France to Hifpaniola, and 
preiented to the Botanic Garden by 
lord Rodney, when he came down 
here, after his glorious victory of the 
yzthof April, 1782. 
_“ Upon comparing the parts of 
the tree with the detfcription and 
figure given by Burman and other 
botanifts, it appears to be the real 
Ceylon cinnamon, and of the bett 
kind, called by the natives * Rafle 


° . : ‘ — - 
Quah dic SS. acre, iuave, a dulce 


Coronde : but the fpecimens of bark 
taken put it out of all doubt, being, 





2 - - -  - —2 


cinmamomum, quod verum et pricitantif- 
fimum habetur aanamomum. 
he RAR ul Thejaurus, 

Alterz {pe cies funt : 

2. Cahctte Coronde, five amarum. 

3. Cappare Coronde, quia caphure fa- 
porem odoremque potcntullimum rede 
dit. 

4. Welle Coronds:, five arenofum. 
s. Sewel Coronde, vel mucilagsnolum, 
6. Nicke Coronde 
5. Dawel Coronde, five tympani. 
8. Catte Coronde, f u {pinoium. 
19] Macc Coronde, fh ve lloridu nN 
Preter memorata‘ jam ipeci %, aliz 
etiam ciunamoni diverfitates in Zcyl ona 
gblervaniutr - 


in 
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in the opinion of the beft judges, of 
an ak if not fuperior quality to 
any imported from India. 
«“ The various and important 
ufes to which the feveral parts of the 
lant are applied, make it an inva- 
fuable acquifition to the Weft-India 
colonies; and there can be no im- 


sy except an impolitic pro- 
ibition, to its becoming an article 
of general cultivation, and of the 
molt lucrative commerce. 

« None of the botanical writers, 
whom I have had the tag 
of confulting, fay much of the cul- 
tivation or propagation of the cin- 
mnamon; and we have hardly had 
time to make fufficient obfervations 
on the fubjeét of either; but for the 
information of the public, to whom 
it is a matter of fome importance, I 
fhal] venture the few remarks which 
my own fhort experience enables 
me to offer. 

‘‘ Thecinnamon-plant, though (ac- 
cording to the account of travellers) 
it grows to the height of twenty or 
thirty feet, is, properly fpeaking, an 
arborefcent one, and not a tree of 
the common kind: it puts out nu- 
merous fide-branches, with a den‘e 
foliage from the very bottom of the 
trunk ; which furmifhes an oppor- 
tunity of obtaining a plenty of lay- 
ers, and facilitates the propagation 
of the tree, as it does not pertect its 
feeds in any quentity under fix or 
feven years; when it becomes fo 
plentifully loaded, that a fingle tree 
is futficient almoft for a colony. 

The cinnamon feems to delight 
in a loofe, moift foil, and to require 
a fouthern afpett; the trees, thus 


* The birds appear to be very fond of 
the berries, and will, probably, propagate 
this tree in the fame way thcy do many 
others every whire over the ifland; te 
that in a fhort time it will grow fronta- 
ecou!ly, or without cultivation, 






planted, flourifhing better th 
thers growing in Joam, and aa 
well rs fed to the fun. 

“ _ 2 , 
ers) of a aerate, Srp - 
ing in eight yea s th he ae 

g years the height of ff 
teen or twenty feet, is very {pread 
ing, and furnithed with numerous 
branches, of a fit fize for decortica 
tion. The feeds, however, 4 
long time in coming up, and the 
plants make fimall progrefs for the 
firit year or two *, 

* The beft cinnamon bark, ze. 
cording to the different trials I have 
made, 1s taken from the {imal bran. 
ches, of about an inch diameter, the 
larger limbs not being fo eafily 
decorticated, and not yielding {o 
good or fo {trong a cinnamon, 
The fmaller twigs, or thofe that 
have not acquired a cineritious bark, 
are too full of fap and mucilage, and 
have little aroma. | 

* It is the diter, or inner bark, 
that conftitutes the cinnamon, from 
which the two external barks mutt 
be carefully and entirely feparated, 
or they vitiate the flavour of the cin- 
namon. To do this with dexterity, 
and to raife the bark from the wood, 
requires fome practice; but there 
may perhaps be an eafier method 
than that which J have made ufe of, 
which was that of a common prun- 
ing knife. The bark being thus 
feparated, the fimaller pieces are to 
be placed within the larger ; which, 
by expofure to the fun or the air, 
prefently coil up, and require no 
further preparation. 

« A dry feafon, I apprehend, is 
the proper one for taking the 
bark +; as I have found the cin- 
namon not fo ftrong after long or 
heavy rains. Cinnamon feems to be 





+ The month of May is the time for 
tain. it in Ceylon. . 
mura 
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auch more retentive of its virtues 

than any of the other fpices; but it 

will certainly be proper to protect 

it, when taken, as much as flible, 

from the air and moifture, by clofe 
ing in cedar chefts. 

« Having thus communicated all 
that {am able from my own obfer- 
vations, refpecting the culture and 

eparation of the cinnamon, I fhall 
add what I know with refpect to the 
ufesof its feveral pasts. 

“ The leaves, whether recent or 
dried, are fo ftrongly impregnated 
with an aroma, fimilar to the cin- 
namon, that they are, on all occa- 
fons, a good fuccedaneum for the 
bark, both in cookery and medi- 
cine. Diftilled, they give an excel- 
lent fimple and {pirituouswater, and 
an efiential oil, of the nature of the 
oil of cloves. Powdered, they are a 
good aromatic fpecies, or marefchal 
perfume. 

“ Every part of the tree, accord- 
ing to writers of the beft authority, 
affords fome ufeful product. To 
them I muft refer, till I have an op- 
portunity for experiment. I fhall 
therefore conclude this innperfect 
fketch by a quotation from the au- 
thor before mentioned. 

“ Arbor cinnamomi, jure me- 
“ rito, regina Omnium arborum vo- 


“ cari meretur. 
“ 
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Ex floribus enim 
aqua, oleum, {piritus, et conferva 


*¢ penetrantiflima, et fummi ufus, 


** in arte medica, producuntur: ex 
“ 


foliis pulvis carminativus in coli- 


“* ce paflionibus, tympanitide, ad 
*“ tormina inteftinorum, &c. Ex 
* illis etiam aqua, oleum itillatit, 


“ fyrupus, ol. coct. ad externos ufus 
“ optimum preparatur. Fructus 
** etiam dant aquam et oleum for- 
“© tiff, diftill, et coétum, unde em- 
“ plaftra, et Jinimenta penetran- 
“ tifima. De cortice hujus arboris 
* nil dicas, quum apud plures alios 
* auctores, et ipfum vulgum de ejus 
“« incomparabilibus virtutibus fatis 
“ conftet: fed pratér hac omnia ra- 
“ dix imprimis hujus arboris phu- 
“ rimas offert medicinas, cujus cor- 
** tex excellentiflimum eft alexiphar 
“ macum, et fudoriferum in mor}:s 
“ venenatis, et malignis efficaciili- 
“ mum, que per diftillationem et 
“« preparationem exhibet aquam, et 
“ oleum camphorz, immo veram 
** camphoram. 

“« ‘Tot tantaque variz res ct me- 
** dicamina ex una hac arbore pro- 
* cedunt ut jufta fit occatio demi- 
“ ranni, qui fit, ut una hac arbor 
“ omnigenus nobis medicinas exhi- 
“ beat.” 
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REMARKS on the PROGRESS of ARCHITECTURE in BRITAIN 
we 


from the Tume of CASSAR’s INVASION. By ALexanper T 
Efg. Advocate, F. R. S, E. and Profeflor of Civil Hiftory in 


verfity of Edinburgh. 


YTI ER, 
he Uni. 


[From the Second Volume of the Transactions of the Royat 
Society of EpinpuRGH.| 


$6 T the time of Czefar’s inva- 

fion of Britain, the inhabi- 
tants of the fouthern, and pro- 
bably the moft civilized part of the 
ifland, lived in huts conftruéted with 
turf, or with the branches of trees, 
‘Their towns or villages were nothing 
more than an enclofed part of a 
wood, furrounded by a ditch and 
rampart, within the circle of which 
they reared their huts. “ Oppidum 
« yocant Britanni cum filyas inpe- 
« ditas vallo atque fofla munierunt.” 
Caf. De Rel. Gal. tih. 5. cap. 21. 
"Thefe enclojures or towns were but 
a temporary refidence, and probably 
reforred to only when it was necef- 


{ai y to de ena th 


emieives againit an 
enemy. Uhey were tofpactou 


t 
afiord fecurity, both to the inhabit- 


is to 


ants themfelves and to their cattle. 
“ Urbinm loco tpfis funt nemo 
“ Arboribus enim dejectis ubi 
fepierunt, ib: ca- 
nol ponunt, et pecorl 


’ ' 
* plum cireulum 
* fas ibidem 


86 srapuiia condunt, ad ulum quidem 

* non long: temporis.”’ Strabo Geoor. 
‘ . 

Ot this nature 


» s | ' ' 
‘* ° iy * t ‘" Pisere 13° 
eis id va i AR oak 


were all the 
thern part ot 


the ifland, at the time of Cefar. 
Such was the town of Caflibelanus, 
probably a place of the greateft con- 
fideration in the ifland, as being the 
refidence of that chief, under whom 
the whole of the fouthern Britons 
agreed to unite their farces to op fe 
the Romans at their fecond detent 
upon the coafts. “ Ab hiscognoftit 
“ non longe ex loco oppidum Cafl- 
* belani abefle, filvis paludibufque 
‘ munituin, quo fatis magnus ho- 
‘“ minum pecorifque numerus con- 
66 rit.” Caf. de Brilo Gal. lib 
5. cap. 2°. This oppidum Caffibelant 
was Verulamium, the prefent St. AL 
bans. (See Camden, and Hortlev’s 
Britannia Romana.) London, @ 
the capital of the Trinobantes, was 
slace of inferior note to Veru- 


vent 


lain. The Romans dignified the lat- 
ter with the title of a muncipium, 
while the former was fimply an opp 
dum: and therefore ftriétly correl- 
pondent to Cwfar’s general deterip- 
tion, a portion of a thick wood furs 
rounded with a ditch and rampart. 
If fuch was the ay } 
London at the time of the fecond !2- 
yallon 


ao of 
appeal ance O1 
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vation of the ifland by Ceefar, which 
ned fifty years before the Chrif- 
ian era, we have certain evidence 
that the fouthern Britons had under- 
one a remarkable change in their 
mode of life, and made a great pro- 
refs in refinenient and civilization 
in the {pare of 107 years, which 
elapfed from that time to the great 
vittory gained over the Romans by 
their queen Boadicea. Atthis latter 
riod Tacitus mentions London as 
a flourifhing town, which, though 
not dignified with the title of a Ro- 
man colony, was a place of trade and 
opulence, and a great refort for mer- 
chants. * Londinum guidem cog- 
*nomento colonia non infigne, fed 
“copia negotiatorum et cOmmea- 
“tyum maxime celebre.” Annal. 
lib. 14. cap. 33. The Britons of the 
fouth had, therefore, profited very 
greatly by a fhort intercourfe with 
the Romans; and this progrefs will 
appear more remarkable when it 1s 
confidered, that, from the time of 
Cefar's invafion to the reign of 
Claudius, during almoft a complete 
century, there was no Roman army 
in Britain, hor any ftation or fettle- 
ment of that people in the ifland. 
The Britons, Seechire had, as yet, 
enjoved little more than the fight of 
a polifhed and improved people. 
Amidit the tumult of hoftilities, 
there was no opportunity to imitate 
the practices or ftudy the accomplifh- 
ments of the people by whom they 
were invaded; but they faw enough 
to convince them of their own fignal 
inferiority in all the arts of cultivated 
life, and to excite a defire to imitate 
them ina fubfequent feafon of tran- 
quillity. This they obtained by the 
retreatof the Romans; and profiting 
to the utmoft by thofe lights they 
had acquired, they made a more ra- 
pid advancement to civilization than 
erhaps in any after period of their 
tory. Cities were built, harbours 
17 j0- 
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conftructed for the accommodation 
of mercantile fiéets, and money coin- 
ed for the medium of trade. The 
coinage of Cunobeline, the fucceffor 
of Catlibelanus, and fovereign of the 
Caffii and Trinobantes, ein the 
mints of Colchefter, Verulam, and 
London, is a proof, not dnly of an 
extenfive commerce, but of very con- 
fiderable advancement in the arts. 

“Jn this interval, therefore. be- 
tween the invafion of Carfar and the 
reign of Claudius, this period of ra- 
pid improvement, it is probable the 
Britons of the fouth firft learned the 
art of conftructing durable buildings 
With mortar ; though we do not find 
from any claflical author, that, before 
the reign of Nero, the Romans had 
erected any buildings in the ifland 
which could ferve as a model of re- 
gular architecture. Iu the fifth year 
of the emperor Nero happened that 
fiynal defeat of the Romans by the 
Britifh queen Boadicea, occafioned 
principally by the revolt, or, as Taci- 
tus terms it, the rebellion of the Tri- 
nobantes. One great caufe of this 
revolt had been the erectién of a 
magnificent temple to the divine 
Claudius, which the Britons regard- 
ed as an infulting monument of the 
Roman power and their own abject 
flavery. “ Ad hac templum divo 
“ Claudio conftitutum, quafi arx 
“ @terna dominationis afpiciebatur ; 
« delectique facerdotes, {pecie reli- 
“ gionis, omnes fortunas effunde- 
“ bant.” ‘Tacit. Annal. lib. 14. cap. 
31. That this temple was a ftructure 
of great magnitude and folidity ap- 
pears from this circumftance, that 
the Romans retreated to It a5 their 
laft ftrong hold, and, for two days, 
defended themfelves in it againft the 
befieging Britons. “ Cwtera qui- 
“dem impetu direpta aut incenfa 
“funt: templum in quo miles fe 
“ conglobaverat, biduo obfeffum ex- 
“ puguatumque.” Ibid. cap. 32. 


The 
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« The Britons, profecuting their 
fuccefs, attacked, pillaged and fet fire 
to feveral of the Roman forts and 
garrifons, London and Verulam 
were deftroyed; and, in thefe two 
places, (a convincing proof of their 
magnitude and population) the Bri- 
tons maflacred about 70,oco Roman 
citizens and their allies. But thefe 
temporary fuccefles were foon check- 
ed by a dreadful defeat of the Britons 
by Suetonius Paulinus, in which 
$0,000 were left dead upon the field 
of battle. From that time the Ro- 
mans advanced into the internal parts 
of the ifland; and, finding them- 
felves more feebly refifted, as their 
power became more known, began 
now to apply themfelves to the civili- 
zation of the rude people whom they 
had fubdued. Julius Agricola, in 
the fecond year of his command, as 
propretor of Britain, A. D. 79. re- 
duced the inhabitantsof North Wales, 
of Chefhire, and of Lancafhire, to ab- 
folute fubjection, and conquered the 
ifle of Anglefey. Having futhcient- 
ly evinced his power, he.tried the 
effe& of alluring the natives to an 
eafy fubniffion, by giving them a 
tafte of the enjoyments of a polifhed 
people. Towards this purpofe, the 
Romans encouraged the Britons to 
build regular towns, atlifted them in 
contre temples, market-places 
ami commodious dwellings, and 
taught them even the ufe of the baths 
and porticos, and al] the luxuries of 
the Roman banquets. ‘To this pre- 
cife period we may refer the founda- 
tion of many of the towns in the 
weit of England, which are known to 
have had a Roman origin, as Lanca- 
Tr, Manchefter, Warrington, Rib- 
chefter, Overborough, Colne, &c. 

“ At this time, therefore, A. D. 79, 
the Britons of the north-weftern parts 
of England had acquired a confider- 
able Knowledge of regular architec- 
ture. But all to the north of the 


Roman conquefts, we muft. 
was in its alan ftate of Bur 
Improvement, however, mug have 
kept pace with the advances of the 
Romans into the country ; and it js 
therefore not difficult to mark its 
progrefs. In the year 89, we fing 
Agricola employed in erecting a 
chain of forts between the friths of 
Clyde and Forth; and in 83, the 
year of his command, he had 
penetrated to the foot of the Gram: 
pian mountains in the gorthern 
of Angus. From this time, during 
the remainder of the reign of Domi. 
tian, and through the whole of the 
reigns of Nerva and of T rajan, a 
period of above thirty years, the Ro- 
mans made no progrefs in the ifland, 
The northern parts of the province 
were ill defended, and the Caledo. 
nians, in that interval, recovered al} 
that part of Scotland which Agricola 
had gainéd ; for, in the fecond year 
of Hadrian, A. D. 120, when that 
emperor built his vallxm acrofs the 
ifland, between Solway frith and the 
mouth of the Tyne, he confidered the 
Roman province as extending “no 
further to the north than that ram- 
part. ‘ Murum per o¢toginta miil- 
‘¢ lia pafluum primus duxit qui ber- 
“« baros Romanofque divideret.” Vit. 
Hadr. Hilt. Aug. Script. 

«¢ This interval, therefore, of more 
than thirty years, muft have been a 
period of remarkable improvement 
to. the favage Caledonians. Main- 
taining a conftant intercourfe with 
the Romans, not diftinguifhed by 
extraordinary hoftilities, and gradu- 
ally regaining a country in which 
they found the recent works of 4 
polifhed people, they could not fail 
to acquire much knowledge in the 
arts. At the time, therefore, when 
Adrian built his rampart, A. D. 12, 
we know, almoft.to a certainty, that ° 
the inhabitants of Scotland, as 


to the north as the Grampian moua- 
tains, 








tains, underftood and practifed the 
art of conftructing durable buildings 
with mortar. The forts or ca/ella 
erected by Agricola, which Tacitus 
fays were fo ftrongly conftructed as 
to refift the utmoft efforts of the ene- 
my to take them b ftorm, were now 
in the pofleffion of the Caledonians. 
The Reman caftella were circular, 
and fometimes fquare inclofures, fur- 
rounded with a {trong wall of ftone, 
hewn into {quare blocks, and cement- 
edwith mortar. The {pace inclofed 
wasfufficient to contain various build- 
ings likewife of ftone, barracks for 
the winter habitation of the troops, 

ies for provifions, and fome- 
times baths. The form of thefe 
caftella may be feen in the fculptures 
upon the Frain column, and their 
conftruction may be learnt from 
Vegetius. The remains of a bath 
belonging to one of thefe caftella, 
probably erected by Agricola, were 
difcovered, within thefe few years, 
at the village of Dalnoter, between 
Glafgow and Dumbarton, The Ca- 
ledonians had witneffed the building 
of thofe ftruétures, which were rear- 
ed with the moft perfeét {kill in maili- 
tary architecture, from materials 
which the country furnifhed in abun- 
dance. They were now in_poflef- 
fion of the ftructures themfelves. It 
isreafonable, therefore, to conclude, 
that they now learnt the art of con- 
ficucting regular buildings with ftone 
and mortar, and vadtifed it, both 
tor the purpofes of defence and ha- 
bitation; becaufe the contrary fup- 
pofition would do violence to ail 
probability. 

“ The wall of Adrian, which was 
built in 120, and that of Antoninus 
Pius, built, as Horfley thinks, in 
140, were both conftructed folely of 
turf. But they were defended by 
ceftella, placed at intervals of various 

ance, according to the nature of 
the ground, The wall of Antoninus 
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ran acrofs from Dumbarton on Civde 
to Cramond on the frith ef Forrh, 
and was probably in the precife line 
of the cattella built by Agricola, It 
wasat this period, and under the com- 
mand of Lollius Urbicus, the lieute. 
nant of Antoninus, that the Romans 
made their fartheft advances into the 
ifland of Britain. Afterthe erection 
of this new vallum, which had pro- 
bably been reared, in the idea that 
the country to the north of it was 
hardly worth fecuring, Urbicus 
marched to the northward, and find- 
ing, beyond his expectation, that the 
country, efpecially along the fea- 
coaft, was open and fertile, he a 
pears tohave profecuted his sede 
as far north as Invernefs, For this 
fact we want indecd the authority of 
any Roman hiftorian; but the Geo- 
graphy of Ptolemy, and the late dif- 
covered Itinerary of Richard of Ci- 
rencefter, prove, beyond all doubt, 
that there were Roman ftations in 
the neighbourhood of Invernefs ; and 
there is no other Roman general but 
Urbicus who, to the days of Ptolemy, 
can be fuppofed to have paffed the 
limits of Agricola’s conquefts. The 
moft northerly Roman ftation, ac- 
cording to Ptolemy, is the wrsgwror 
se@roredy or caftra alata, which, in 
the itinerary of Richard, is termed 
Ptorotone. ‘This, 1] think, there is 
every reafon to believe to have been 
that fortified promontory now called 
the Burgh of Moray. At any rate, it 
is certain there were feveral Roman 
{tations in that neighbourhood, 23 
‘Tuedlis,. Varis, and Ptorotone, which 
is, futicient for our purpofe. It 1s 
then evident, that, im the reign of 
Antoninus Pius, and within a ftw 
years of A. D. 140, the date of hig 
vallum, the Romans had fixed pravfi. 
dia and built caitella in the neigh 
bourhoed of Invernefs, from h 
part of Scotland, there was an-unin- 
terrupted military road, as appears 
42 by 
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Richard's Itinerary, to the Land’s end 
in Cornwall. At this period, there- 
fore, the inhabitants of this region of 
Scotland muft have been acquainted, 
irom the practice of the Romans, 
with the art of building with mortar. 
And, as the ftruéture of thofe hill- 
fortifications demonftrates the igno- 
rance of the builders of the ufe of 
that cement, the moft complete evi- 
dence thence arifes, that they were 
reared prior to the time above men- 
tioned, that is, above fixteen centuries 
and a halt ago. 

“ But how far bevond that period 
we are to fearch for the date of thofe 
fingular fortifications, ftill remains 
in doubt. All that we can with cer- 
tainty conclude is, that they belong 
to a period of extreme barbarifm. 
They muft have been conftructed by 
a people fcarcely removed from the 
 ftate of favages, who lived under no 

impreflion of fixed or regulated pro- 
perty in and, whofe ely appropr'l- 
ated goods were their cattle, and 
whofe fole fecurity, in a life of con- 
{tant depredation, was the retreat to 
the fummits of thofe hills of difficult 
accefs, which they had fortified in the 
beft manner they could. Asa fpace 
inclofed was incapable of containing 
a great number of men, efpecially if 
occupied in part by cattle, it is pre- 
fumable, that thefe retreats were 
tormed chiefly for the fecuritv of the 
women and children of the canton, 
and of their herds. They could be 
defended by a few men, while the 
reft of the tribe were engaged with 
their enemies in the field. 

“ In the defcription I have given 
of the fortified hill of Dun-Jardel 
upon Loch-Nefs, I mentioned a 
* Druidical circle upon the fhoulder 
of the hill, about fifty or fixty feet 
below the fortification; and hinted 
that this circumftance might poffibly 
afford ground for a conje¢ture with 






regard to the date of thofe extraordi. 
nary ftruétures on the tops of hills, 
wt The religion of the Druids ob. 
tained in Britain long before the pe. 
riod of the Roman invafion ; and it 
was probably introduced into the 
ifland by the firft colony of Celtzx o; 
Gauls who landed from the conti. 
nent. If, as is generally fuppofed, 
this ifland was aétually peopled from 
Gaul, Druidifm muft have been the 
religion of its firft inhabitants. J am 
difpofed, however, to believe, tha: 
this ifland was inhabited of ald by 4 
race of men who knew nothing oj 
the religion of the Druids, whof: 
manners and mode of life were too 
barbarous to be compatible with that 
fyftem, and who, in after times, a- 
dopted from thofe Druids their firf 
ideas of civilization and improve- 
ment. The Druids, it is well known, 
were a very enlightened order of 
men; and they had the addrefs to 
avail themfelves of that charaéter of 
wifdom and learning, in obtaining 
an abfolute controul, not only in 
matters of religion, but in the civil 
government of the countries in which 
they were eftablifhed. They culti- 
vated the mechanic arts, and even 
the fciences of medicine, aftronomy, 
and geometry, with confiderable 
fuccefs. In fhort, no nation, among 
whom that fyftem had become “4 
valent, could long remain in a itate 
of barbarifim. But, from all the idea: 
we can form ofthe ftate of Caledonia, 
at the time when it was neceflary to 
rear thofe hill-fortifications, there 
appears no probability that the in- 
habitants either lived under fuch a 
government as we know to have pre- 
vailed under the influence of the 
Druids, or had any acquaintance 
with thofe arts which it is certain 
they cultivated. Thofe buildings 
muft, therefore, have been ¢ 


previoutly to the mace" ef om 
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Druidical fyftem ; that isto fay, ina 
‘od of time aritecedent to the firft 
vifitation of this ifland by the Celte 
of Gaul. 
“« The Druidical circle upon Dun- 
lends its aid in fupport of this 
conjecture. If the fortification on 
the fummit had been erected after 
the abolition of Druidifm, it feems 
extremely improbable that the buil- 
ders of it would have neglected to 
employ the ftones of this circle in 
rearing their fortification, ({tones 
extremely well fuited to the purpofe, 
and quite at hand) when they have 
been at immenfe pains to carry up a 
prodigious quantity of ftones from 
the very bottom of the hill for that 
work. It is not probable that they 
would have been reftrained by any 
foperttitious idea of reverence for 
the monuments of an extinguifhed 
religion. For Druidifm, foon after 


LANGUAGE, &c. of an ANGLO-SAXON COLONY, &e. [143} 


its abolition, funk into utter con- 
tempt, and the introdu¢tion§ of 
Chriftianity rendered the ancient 
fuperftitions impious and deteflable. 
That this hill-fortifieation was erec- 
ted in times of the Druids, I have 
already fhewn to be extremely im- 
probable. We mutt, therefore, re- 
cur to the only remaining, and the 
moft natural fuppofition, that it was 
reared in times antecedent to the 
introduction of that religion. And 
this fuppofition carries the date of 
this ftructure, and confequently of all 
the reft of the fame nature, up toa 
eriod of antiquity far beyond all 
Fi Rorical record, and conneéts them 
with a ftate of focicty in which the 
arts were as imberfeét, the manners 
as barbarous, and the condition of 
life as lawlefs, turbulent, and pre- 
carious, as among the rudeft tribes 
of American favages,” 





MEMOIR of the LANGUAGE, MANNERS and CUSTOMS of an 
ANGLO-SAXON COLONY fettled in the BARONIES of FORTH 
and BARGIE, in the County of WEXFORD, IRELAND. By 
Cuaries Vactancey, LL. D, &e. 


[From the Taansactions of the Rovau Irisn Acapemy for the 
Year 1788. ] 


1. HE baronies of Bargie and 
Forth are fituated at the 
fouthern extremity of the county of 
Wexford, and together contain 
about fixty fquare Irith miles. They 
hie due eaft from Cardiganfhire, in 
Wales; the fhortnefs of the paffage 
caufed a frequent intercourfe be- 
tween the [rifh and the Britons from 
the earlieft account of their hiftory. 
“In the year 1167 Dermod, king 
of Leinfter, was a powerful prince ; 
the errors of his civil government, 
the oppreffion of his fubjects, and 


the tyranny he exercifed over his 
nobility, caufed a total defection in 
them andthe people. His kinfmen, 
friends, fervants and followers, had 
all been prevailed on to forfake 
him. 

“In 11°8 the diftrefled king re- 
paired to England, to folicit the 
affiftance of king Henry; telling 
him he was become an exile by the 
treachery of his vaifils, and befeech- 
ing him to give aid, whereby he 
might be refiored to his inheritance, 
which if it fhould pleale him to 

grant 
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‘ . 
grant, he would acknowledge him 
to be his lord, and ferve him during 
his life. ewe 

« King Henry, moved with com- 

on, promifed him aid, and de- 
fired him to remain at Briftol until 
he fhould hear further from him. 
Dermod, after ftaying there one 
month, and hearing nothing from 
the king, weary of delay, he ipplied 
to Richard Ear] of Strigul, commonly 
called Strongbow, poms that 
if he would affift him he would give 
him his daughter to wife, and with 
her the whole kingdom of Leinfter. 
The earl excufed himfelf, unlefs 
king Henry would give his con- 
fent. 

«Jn the mean time Dermod ap- 

lied to the princes of Wales, and 

ichard Fitz~Godobert accompanied 
him, but with no final] a body of 
men, they were of no ute, and they 
toon returned home. 

«“ Dermod, finding his fubjects ftill 
held out againft him, caufed proclama- 
tion to be made in Wales, offering 
large recompenfe in lands, money, 
and cattle, to fuch as would give him 
aid. Immediately men of all forts, 
and from divers places, prepared 
themfelves to embark for Ireland, 
under the command of Fitz-Stephen, 
who had lately been enlarged from 
prifen by the mediation of Dermod 
with Rice, a- king in Wales. This 
little army confiited of about three 
hundred horfemen and foot. 

«+ With this {mall body Dermod did 
wonders, and being grawn proud 
with victory, gave great difcontent 
to the Englifh, many of whom re- 
turned home, But in the vear 
following (1169) earl Richard fent 
Raymond Le Grofs to Dermod’s 
afliftance, with a {mall fuite, promif- 
ing to follow with a confiderabie 
army. Accordinyly, in 1570, the 
earl arrived at Waterford with fix- 
teen hundred foldiers. 
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«« This confiderable reinforcemeng 
enabled Dermod not only to fuppres 
his rebellious fubjects, ‘but ie to 
make war on the neighbourin 
princes. Peace being once reftor 
Dermod made good his promifes, 
and the part of the couutry we are 
now defcribing was parcelled out to 
the Britifh foldiers, who have re. 
mained in quiet poffeflion of their 
atchievements unto this day. 

s Th colony have preferved their 
ancient manners, cuftoms, and Jan. 
guage ; and: fully occupying every 
inch of ground, the natives could 
never obtain a_ re-eftablifhment 
therein, As population encreafed, 
fome of the Englifh have been obliged 
to remove into the neighbouring 
baronies within thefe filty years, and 
by an Intercourfe with the Irifh, the 
language of thefe emigrants became 
corrupted, and thefe, by their con- 
nections with their kindred re. 
maining in the baronies of Bargie 
and Forth, have in fome meafure 
introduced this corrupted dialeé 
there. Thetown of Wexford is the 
market to which this colony reforted 
to difpofe of the produce of their 
farms, and in this market all things 
are bought and fold in the modern 
Englith dialeét ; this alfo is another 
caute of the decline of the language 
of the colonifts, ‘but not one word of 
Jrith is underftood or fpoken in 
thefe two baronies; ftill they, pre- 
ferye many words and phrafes of 
their original language, and fome 
original fongs, which, having been 
committed to writing, will exilt ai 
long as the people. 

« Were there no-hiftorical docu- 
ments to afcertain the arrival and 
eftablifiment of this colony, the 
language fpoken by them would be 
a futticient teftimony. ‘ Language, 
fays Dr. Johnfon, “is the pedigree 
“of nations; there is no tracing 


«* the connections of ancient —- 








« but by language.” And the 
learned Dr. Prieftley informs us 
« that the language of a people is 
a great guide to an hiftorian, both 
®in tracing their origin, and in 
# difcovering the ftate of many other 
« important circumftances belong- 
#jingtothem Of ail cuftoms and 
@ habits (adds the Doétor) that 
«of fpeech being the moft fre- 
“ quently exercifed, ts the moft 
« confirmed, and leaft fiable to 
« change. Colonies, theretore, will 
« always fpeak the language of their 
“mother country, unlefs fome event 
“ produce a freer intercoucfe with 
“people who {peak another lan- 
* guage ; and even the proportion 
« of that foreign intercourfe may in 
« fome meafure be eftimated by the 
“ degree of corruption of the lan- 
* suace.” “ Tothefe authorities we 
will ada afew more of equal weight: 
“ cognitiolinguarum gentium ortum 
“et profapiam docet, indicatque, 
“ut et folum et genus vite muta- 
“verint monftrat.” This author 
goes fo far as to fay, that language 
is preferred even to the annals of re- 
mote times, to prove the origin of a 
people, rpg of an emigrating 
people, fuch as the Scythian anceftors 
of the Irifh are known to have been: 
“ Veftigia migrationum gentium 


‘# quibuflibet faitis certius prodit,” 


or as he more ftrongly .expreiies it 
in hisown language, * fom nationers 
“ flyttoringar ar, oftalemnar sikrare 
“ underrattelfer, an alla fagor och 
“ hiftorier.” « Linguarum cognatio 
* cognationis gentium pracipuum, 
“ certiofimumque argumentum eft.” 

“On thefe~ great authorities we 
reft, to prove that the ancient hiitory 
ofthe primitive inhabitants of this 
land is founded in truth; for if 
they had notan intercourfe in former 
days with the Phoenicians, Egyptians 
and Perfians, how is it poffible fo 
Many hundreds of words, fo many 
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idioms of fpeech, fo many technical 
terms in the arts of thofe ages, could 
have been introduced into the old 
Jrifl, dialect ? terms not to be met 
with in the dialect of any other 
northern or weftern nation. What 
people, the Egyptians and Irifh ex- 
cepted, named the harp or mutic 
ouini. Irith Aine. i. e. Oirfideadh, 
i. €. mufic, a mufical inftrument; 
oirphideath or oirfideadh exprefles 
the action of playing. What people 
in the world, the Orientalifts and 
the Irifh excepted, call the copy of 
a book the fon of a book, and echo 
the daughter of a voice? With what 
northern nation, the Irifh excepted, 
can the Oriental names of the tools 
and implements of the ftone-cutter, 
the carpenter, the fhip-builder, the 
weaver, be found? And with what 
people, the old Irifh and Eyyptians 
excepted, does the word Ogham 
fignity a book, and the name of 
Hercules or Mercury? Of thefe we 
propofe to treat more at large in a 
memoir on the Ovram, and from 
Irifh documents fhew the origin of 
alphabetical writing, which the 
Hiberno-Scythians muft have learnt 
from the Egyptians, before their 
deicent to the Mediterranean, to 
Spain, and thence to the Britannic 
iil.nds. 

“To return to our coloniits. 
When we were firft acquainted with 
this colony, a tew of both fexes wove 
the ancient dreis: that of the man 
was a fhort coat, waittcoat, and 
trunk breeches, with a rouad hat 
and narrow brim ; that of tae wo- 
men was a fhort jacket, a petticoat 
bordered at bottom with one, two or 
three rows of ribband or tape of a 
ditferent colour. We have teen one, 
whofe jacket was of fupertine wooilen 
cloth, of adark brown colour, edged 
with a narrow filver lace. The arefs 
of the head wes a kircher. 

‘“ The names of the old colonitts 

are 
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are Hore, Cod, Stafford, Whitty, 
Rofiiter, Sinnot, Murphy, Stephen, 
Quiney, &c, The gentiemen who 
now imbhabit the country are moftly 
defcended from the officers and 
foldiers of Cromwejl’s and king 
Wiiliam’s army, viz. Hervey, Nun, 
Edwards, Hughes, Pallifer, &c. 

«“ The people of thefe baronies 
five wel], are induitrious, cleanly, 
and of good morals; the poorett 
farmer eats meat twice a week, and 
the table of the wealthy farnrer is 
daily covered with beef, mutton or 
fowl. ‘The beverage is home-brewed 
ale and beer, of an excellent flavour 
and colour. The houfes of the 

reft are well bujlt and well 
hatched; all have out-oflices for 
cattle, fowls, carts or cars. he 

ple are well clothed, are flrony 
arid laborious. he women do 4ll 
manner of ruftic work, ploughing 
excepted ; they receive equal wages 
with the men, 

“In this delightful fpot the 
greateft harmony fubfifts between 
the landlord and the farmer ; and it 
is common to meet*the tenant at the 
landlord's table. Such is their aver- 
fion to idleneis, that if a beggar is 
met in thefe baronies he is imme- 
diately handed irom houle to houle 
until he is ot of the barony. 

“The profefled religion here is 
the RomanCatholic; there are about 
one hundred to one proteftant. 

‘© Marriage is felemnized much 
in the fame manner as with the 
{rith. The relations and {friends 
bring a profufion of viands of ail 
kinds, and fealting and dan Ing COn- 


tinues all the night; the bride fits 
at the head of the table, unlefs called 
out to dance, when the chair is filled 
by one of the bride-maids, At 
every marriage an apple is cut into 
{mall pieces, and thrown among the 
croud ; a cuftom they brought trom 
England, but the origin of it has 
not defcended with it. 

“ ‘The produce of the foil in thefe 
baronies is great, the whole is under 
tillage, and near the fea-fhore they 
manure with the fca-weed twice g 
year, and in the memory of the 
oldeft man the ground has never 
been fallowed, but a plentiful 
obtained every year. The ik 
of Carne contains five hundred acres, 
all or moftly under tillage; this 
parifh pays iccl.a year for tithes to 
the rector. ‘Ihe church-land of 
Carne contains fixty acres, of which 
jorty are plowed, and pays to the 
rector 1.1. 14s. and to the landlod 

cl. a year. 

* Fuel is fcarce in this diftri€; 
the chief firing is furze, planted on 
the tops of all the dikes; thefe are 
cut and dried, and bring a good re- 
turn. Along the coaft there has 
formerly been a bog or turbary, 
which has been encroached on by the 
fea, fo much thet now it is covered 
with fand, and that at high water, 
with many feet of the watry element. 
The great expence of cutting and 
drying this turf renders this kind of 
fuel too dear for the common people. 
In this turbary, many feet under 
the fea at high water, trees are daily 
found, and tome dug up ; they coa- 


-- + * . ‘ ” 
iifi chiefly of oak, fir and hazle. 
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STATE of LEARNING in ENGLAND at the TIME of 
HENRY I. 


{From Mr. Bertncton’s History 


« y AM come to the learning of 

| the period.---It will be recol- 
jected trom Willizm of Malmfbury, 
how low was the ftate of literature 
at the Norman acceflion. We mutt 
therelore now look for the dawn of 
ftience, however languid and un- 
certain its firft rays may feem. Such 
isthe relation in the general order 
of things, and fuch the mental pro- 
grefs, that the whole fyftem toge- 
ther moves, rifes, declines, and falls. 
We have feen what, in various lines, 
the improvements were. Learning 
would keep pace with them; for 
there were fimuar caufes to urge on 
its progres, 

“ As glory can be obtained from 
letters, and therefore by encouraging 
the profeflurs of them, it was na- 
tural that our Norman kings, when 
their eftablifiment was fecured, and 
the ambition of comqueft was allayed, 
fhould direét their attention to lefs 
tumultuary purfuits. “Theconqueror 
had been well educated, and he foon 
became the munificent patron of 
learned men. ‘They aed to his 
court, and diffufed around it a {pirit 
of literary improvement, which 
would f{pread, in undulating circles, 
to the nearer and more diftant caftles 
of the barons. His fon Henry, fur- 
named Beauclerk, was himfelf a 
{cholar, And Henry Plantagenet, 
as we have feen, fpent his lsifure 
hours in reading, or in difcuiling 
literary queftionsin a circle of learn- 
edmen. The example of kings is 
a powerful incentive; it roufes 
emulation, and opens the eye to 
favour and preferment: and where 
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they can reward, intereft will give a 
{pur to purtuits. 

* The intercourfe alfo which 
England maintained with the con- 
tinent, opened a channel through 
which the learning of diitant pro- 
vinces, and of remote kingdoms, but 
efpecially of Rome, flowed in: We 
frequented the {fchools of other 
kingdoms, particularly thofe of Bo- 
logna and Paris ; and we numbered 
among our bifhops and leidin 
clergy, fuch as Robert de Melun, 
Stephen Langton, and many others, 
men who had been eminent pro- 
fellors there. But the increafe of 
monafteries, in this period, was the 
principal caufe of the increafe of 
knowledge. They added to the 
number of teachers and ftudents; 
and multiplied the inducements to 
purfue, and the opportunities to ac- 
quire knowledge, by making books 
more common and more attainable 
than they had been. Every convent 
was a ichool, wherein the feveral 
parts of fcience were por. ok every 
convent had a library, and its monks 
wereemployedin tranfcribing books ; 
and the government of every con- 
vent, to which a confiderable degree 
of power and dignity was annexed, 
was often beftowed on men, whom 
peculiar endowments recommended 
to the office. But there is an obliga- 
tion due to them, which no time 
can cancel. They preferved the 
valuable remains of Grecian aad 
Roman literature, without which, 
who can fay, that Europe, at this 
day, would not have been involved 
in the fhades.of barbarifm ? “dy 
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« Notwithitanding thefe induce- 
ments, the progrefs in f{cience was 
flow ; it was confined, in a great 
meafure, to the monks and clergy, 
while the barons and the laity, en- 
gaged in other purfuits, left the path 
of literature almoft exclufively open 
to them; the fubjedts of enquiry 
were ill-feleéted ; the modes of ecuca- 
tion were not calculated to diffule 
improvement: and the general tafte 
was bad. It is lefs dificult to im- 
plant on a new people the feeds of 
genuine fcience which fhall iructify, 
than to reform what hasbeen vitiated. 

“ What was the ftate of learning 
in this country may be applied, 
with little variation, to others. Tor 
now, by the intercourfe I have men- 
tioned, which exchanged and com- 
municated what before might be 
deemed peculiar to each, in the arts 
or fciences, an uniformity prevailed, 
and almoft a common meafure of 
improvement. So, to judge from 
the literary productions of the period, 
we muft pronounce, wherein can be 
difcovered no fuperior excellence of 
nation over nation, than what occurs 
in comparing the feveral compofi- 
tions of the faine people. ‘They all 
wrote in the fame language, which 
was Latin; and all drew trom the 
fame fources, from the ancients 
fervilely imitated, from the fuggef- 
tions of a weak fuperititien, trom 
received opinions which no criticifm 
had difenfied, and from nature 
neither ftudied nor underttood. 

“The parts of learning, which 
England and other countries culti- 
vated were grammar, rhetoric, 
logic, “py tee phyfics, ethics, 
icholaftic divinity, the canon law, 


the civil law, the common law, 
arithmetic, geometry, afironomy, 
aftrology, and medicine. , 
“ As already, in another work, I 
have treated this fubyett, “and fome 
of the branchtes were fo imperfectly 
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underitood as to merit no attention 
] fhall conceive myfelt difpente: 
the difcufiion of each feparate 

“ The ftudy of grammar feems to 
have been almoft exclutively can 
fined to the Latin tonzue, whi h was 
the language of the learned in their 
writings and even in their converfa. 
tion, of men of bufinefs in their 
correfpondence, of the church in her 
fervice, and of the church's pattors 
in their fynods, and fometimes, jt 
feems, even in their inftructions to 
the people. Many of our bithops 
and clergy, natives of France and 
Italy, knew nothing of the vulgar 
tongueof the realm. The colloquial 
Latin of the period was in many, we 
may prefume, neither impure nor 
inelegant, to judge from the fpeci. 
mens which our hiftorians have re 
corded, but more from their familiar 
correfpondence. Herein are frequent 
quotations from the beft claffical 
writers, and their ftvle and manner 
are fometimes imitated with fuccef. 
But, on the whole, their language is 
unclaflical, written with little eafe, 
and with evident marks of a bad 
education and a vicious tafte. Yet 
how beautiful is this opening of a 
letter from John of Salifbury to his 
primate: “ Ex quo partes attigt 
“ Cifimarinas, vifus fum mihi fenfitle 
“Jenioris aura: tempericm, et detu 
“ mefcentibus procellis tempeftatum, 
“eum gaudio miratus fum rerum 
“ubique copiam, quietemque ef 
“ Jetitiam populorum.” John was 
the moft elegant writer of the age. 
But in the primate’s letters all is 
harfl, technical, and difguiting from 
the * unceafing vufe of feviptural 
phrafcology. And this phrafeology 
even their hiftorians often copied. 
Latin therefore may be confidered 
“is, at that time, almoft a living 
language ; whence we are authoriled 
to pronounce, from the character at 
bore, what were the grammatical 


purity 


. 
i iron 
article, 
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rity and the claffical tafte of the age. 
« Rhetoric, or the art of {peaking 
eloquently, kept pace with their 
mmar. Indeed, there muft be in 


th the fame proportion of excel- 
lence. I have mci fume ex- 
amples of their elocuence, that 


would do honour to avy spe; but 
with more thet would difgrace the 
ruftic oratorsofaimeob, “Die reader 
will recollect the addvefs of the carl 
of Arundel, fpoken in Fnglifh or in 
the French tongue, Dciore the pontiff 
andthe Roman cardina!s at : 
alfo that of Becket, on the fame 
cafion ; and feveral other fpeeches, 
in which were the elements of ge- 
nuine oratory. In all of them I 
ftrove to retain the real character of 
the originals. Butthis, 1 apprehend, 
is not the point in queftion ; for the 
tongue of the unlettered favage be- 
comes eloquent, when the heart 
diftates to its utterance. Here is 
properly meant that fictitious clocu- 
tion, which the fchools taught 
agreeably to the definitions and rules 
ot rhetoric. 1 have faid what its 
chara@ter was. 

“Ot logic, metaphyfics, phyfics, 
and ethics, 1 fhall only repeat that 
the firft, pretending to follow the 
rules of Ariftotle, who now came 
into general vogue, degenerated into 
a wretched fophiftry, replete with 
quibbles and trifling fubtilties, yet 
that it engroffed the attention of the 
ftudious and inquifitive, as was feen 
in Abeilard and the fophifts of the 
the age: that the fecond, confifting 
of fimilar fpeculations on entity, 
{pirit, matter, fubftance, accidents, 
occult qualities, and fubfiantial forms, 
had no pretenfions to the notice of 
men, whofe minds could have ap- 
pense what is really valuable in 

uman purfuits: that the third, (as 
we may collect from Giraidus Cam- 
brenfis, who was fent by his fovereign 


to furvey, asa philofopher, the pro- 
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ductions and face of Ireland, and 
fron innumerable other inftances, ) 
however much ftudied, contributed 
nothing to the real knowledge of 
nature, or benefit of human life: 
and that the fourth, amufed with the 


‘ay of ideal duties, tended not to 


enlighten the mind, to amend the 
heart, or to regulate the morals, by 
fhewing the ‘foundation of their 
oblig: tions, or by illuitrating the 
nature, limits and motives, of the 
various duties of nen and citizens. 

“ But fcholattic divinity now 
affumed a more regular form; and 
as this form was immediately adopted 
into the {chools of England and of 
Europe, and {till continues to prevail 
in niuy foreign feminaries, it be- 
comes proper to obferve that Peter, 
called Lombardus from the country 
of his birth, archbifhop of Paris, and 
who died about the year 1160, was 
its father. His meoft honourable 


‘appellation is that of the mafter of 


fentences, ‘ie title of the work he 
publifhed, exhibiting paflages from 
the ancient fathers, the apparent 
contradictions of which he ftrives to 
conciliate. It contains an entire 
body of theology, in four books, and 


‘each book jis divided into many 


diftinctions, The firft treats of the 
Trinity, aud itsattributes ; the fecond 
of the creation, firft of angels, then 
of the work of the fix days, of man 
and his fall, of grace and free will, 
of original and actual fin: the third 
of the incarnation, of faith, hope, 
and v) of the gilts of the holy 
fpirit, and of the commandments : 
and the fourth of the facraments in 
general and particular, of purgatory, 
the refurrection, the laft judgment, 
and the ftate of the blefled, The 
author, as I obferved, does little elfe 
than ftring together Basta from 
the fathers, interfperfing a thoufand 
ridiculousand unimpastant queftions, 


as to us they fee, fupported by 
weal, 
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weak opinions and paflazes from the 

friptures figuratively interpreted. 
He difapproved much, it is faid, of 
the application which Peter Abeilard 
and other mafters had made of the 
rules of Ariftotle to the doctrines of 
revelation, and therefore brought 
forward the authorities rather of the 
fathers, on which to build the fyftem 
of chriftian belief.---His work was 
received with great applaufe ; and 
for ages, in the ichools of theology, 
the book of fentences became the 
only text which was read and ex- 
plained to fcholars. Two hundred 
and forty-four authors, many of them 
the ableft divincs of their refpective 

riods, wrote commentaries on the 
Sresacte. Even I find one hundred 
and fixty in the fingle lift of Enylifh 
commentators. But the matter was 
not deemed infallible, not being 
followed in twenty-fix articles; and 
one ition which he taught, 
that Chrift, as man, is not fomething 
(uon eff aliquid,) was cenfured by 
Alexander III. Even Walter of St. 
Viétor dared, foon after his death, 
to rank him with the four fophifts, 
whom he ftyles the labyrinths of 
France. 

“ The canon law, likewife, a few 
years before this, had been much ex- 
tended in its general application, and 
foon engaged the attention ofchurch. 
men. In 4ig1, Gratian 2 monk of 
Bologna, publifhed his Dec esum, a 
collection of the opinions, decrees, 
and canons, of fathers, doctors, popes, 
andcouncils, There was noaccuracy 
tfed in the feleétion of thefe docu- 
ments, and modern criticifm has 
demonftrated their multifarious er- 
rors. Compilations of the fame na- 
ture had before been made, particu- 
larly by Ifidore in the eighth century, 
who pretended to have difcovered 
the decrees of fixty early popes, and 
the canons of ancient councils, 


nearly all of which are now known 
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to have been forgeries, Theft 
Gratian inferted in his dictetem 
The monftrous compilation, ‘ 


_— ; from 

the approbation it received ar Rome 
. a . ates | 

foon obtained an unbounded qu. 


thority; it was read in all the 4 hools 
and became the law of the church 
It was on the {fpurious authority of 
this work, and of thofe which ‘haq 
preceded it, that were founded the 
pretenfions of the Roman bithops to 
univerfal monarchy, the rife and ex. 
tenfion of which I carefully noticed 

«* About the fame time, the ftudy of 
the Roman or civil law was revived on 
the Continent, and foon introduced 
into England. Bologna was the great 
feminary ; and it was the difcovery 
of a copy of the Pandects of Juftinian, 
whofe Code, Novella, and Inftitutes 
had been long read and explained, 
that is fuppofed to have given a new 
ardour to the purfuit. But un. 
fortunately the canon and civil laws 
were permitted to coalefce into one 
fyftem. They feemed to afford a 
mutual fupport to each other ; the 
profeffors of both were the fame; 
and he who would rife in the church 
became a civilian and = canonift. 
Had they been kept feparate, the 
weak pretenfions of churchmen to 
the partia] countenance of the {tate 
would not have been encouraged; 
their own laws when found tncom- 
patible, as many of them were, with 
the good of the community, would 
have funk ; and we fhould not have 
beheld ftate religions {till ftanding 
on their fandy batis. 

6 Ranulph de Glanville, a name 
often mentioned, chief jufticiary un- 
der Henry II. publifhed in his reign, 
or caufed to be publiflied, a collec- 
tion of the laws and cuftoms of Eng- 
land. ‘This is the moft ancient of 
our law books extant.---But a cir- 
cumftance is recorded by Peter of 
Blois, fpeaking of archbifhop Theo- 


bald, which fhews the attention 
8 whieh 











which was given to the ftudy of the 
laws. “ Inthe houfe of my mafter,” 
he favs, “ are feveral learned men, 
« famous for their knowledge of law 
«and politics, who fpend the hours 
«between prayers and dinner, in 
«feGuring, difputing, and debating 
«caufes. To us all the knotty 
«queftions of the kingdom are 
“referred, which are produced in 
“the common hall, and each one 
“ in his order, having firft prepared 
« himfelf, declares, with all the 
‘eloquence and acutenefs in his 
“power, but wrangling, what is 
« wifett and fafeft to be done. And 
« if God fuggefts the beft opinion to 





At the TIME of HENRY II. [r4t] 


the youngeft amongft us, we agree 
to it without envy or detraétion.” 

* On arithmetic, geometry, aftro- 
nomy, aitrology, and medicine, the 
{tate of which was very imperfect, 
little can be faid, if we except aftro- 
logy, of all the moft idle and fal- 
lacious, but which by an ignorant 
and fuperftitious people would be 
ardently purfued. Many pvredic- 
tions, trom the face of the heavens, 
are recorded in the hiftorians; and 
the fcience, though vain in itfelf, 
might help to diffule fome knowledge 
of the folar fyltem, of the fituation 
of the planets, and their revolutions, 
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MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS, 





As we have at different Times inferted Papers from the Transacrtroys 
of the Socte ty for the Encouxacemenr of Arts, Manuracrurgs, 
and CoMMERCE, relating to the Culture of Silk in England, we fall, in 
our prefent Volume, infert their 1+ft Repo:t on the fubject of that great Ar- 
ticle of Manufacture and Trade, which will not be difpleafing to our 


Readers. 


[From the Eighth Volume of the Transacrtons of the SOCIETY. ] 


“ HE promoting the growth 

of filk-worms and pro- 
ducing filk in England, has long 
been an object of the Society's at- 
tention; and feveral rewards be- 
ftowed, in hopes that, in time, that 
valuable infect might be naturalized 
to thisclimate ; and a new branch of 
manufaéture, and in confequence a 
new employment for women and 
children, found in this country. 
From the papers of Mrs. Williams, 
Mifs Rhodes, and the Rev. Mir. 
Swayne, printed in the preceding 
volumes of thefe ‘Pranfaétions, little 
doubts remained of the practicability 
of breeding and rearing thofe infects 
in England. And this year fuch in- 
difputable proofs were given to the 
Society, by the production of five 
pouncis weight of excellent filk, anda 
number of cocoons, (which, in the 
judgment of every one who has ex- 
amined them, are in general larger, 
heavier, and of a fuperior quality to 
any feen before, and the filk as zood 
as can be produced in any country 
whatever), that it fhould now teem 
nothing is wanting to the efte)lifh- 
ment of this long wifhed for bufinefs, 
but the planting mulberry-trees foe 
the food of the worms: and this, 


there is reafon to hope, will be ac- 
a feveral gentlemen in the 
fouth-weft parts of England propof- 
ing to make thetrial on a large {cale, 
Samples of the filk, and fome of the 
cocoons, are referved in the Society's 
colleétion ; and it appeared in evi- 
dence to the Committee, to whofe 
confideration this bufinefs was re. 
ferred, that filk can be advantageoufly 
produced in England: and it was 
the opinion of the claimant this yeor 
(Mr. Salvatore Bertezen), that this 
clinate is better adapted to the breed- 
ing filk-worms than Italy itfelf; for 
he believes the great heats of Italy 
are much more detrimental to the 
worms than any fogs or moifture of 
this couniwy. The five pounds of 
filk, which was the quantity required 
to be produced, was obtained from 
twelve thoufand worms; and each 
thread, when wound, confifted of 
feven or nine fibres. Many certifi- 
cates having been produced, corro- 
borating the above, the gold medal 
was adjudgéd to Mr. Salvatore Ber- 
tezen, for tilk produced in England. 
«“ Mr. Bertezen, at the time of 
rearing thefe worms, lived in Ken- 
nington-lane, Surrey, where the filk 
was wound off. ee 
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PAPERS relating to the CULTIVATION of TURKEY RHUBARB 


_ [From the fame Work.] 


Letters from Mr. Joun Bau, of Williton, to Mr. More. 


“Sir, 
« J Received your former letters, 

with the gold medal, and the 
Society's feventh volume of their 
Pranfactions ; for which I fincerely 
thank them. I deferred anfwering, 
in hopes I fhould have been able to 
have fent you a fample of fome 
rhubarb; but the almoft continual 
rains have prevented me from taking 
them up; which has determined me 
on making an artificial heat: and to 
have all the effect of the fun, I am 
now building a houfe, in the form 
of a hot-houte, as I am fatisfied that 
without the benefit of the fun we 
canuot dry it to perfection; for the 
rhubarb which I have already dried, 
has been on a malt-kiln, keeping up 
the thermometer to 20: but this did 
not anfwer my expectations, as I 
could not make it appear fo fine to 
the eve as I could wifh. Six vears 
fince, I dried about one hundred 
and fifty pounds in this manner ; 
tighty pounds of which I fold to a 
druggift in Briftol for fix fhillings 
‘per pound, and have ufed no other 
fort of rhubarb in my fhop, and 
have always found it to anfwer in 
every refpect. As foon as my houfe 
isin order, 1 intend taking up a few 
‘oots for trial; and 1 will acquaint 
the Society with every particuiar of 
my proceedings. By the feverity of 
the winter, about fifty of the four 
hundred and thirty plants which 1 
planted laft year, and for which the 
Society adjudged me their gold medal, 
died ; but having a quantity of young 
Plants, the vacancies were filled up, 
and I have again planted, this year, 


upwards of fix hundred at fix feet 
apart, and about two hundred at four 
feet apart: thefe eight hundred I 
have dreffed with good rotten dung, 
fifted coal-afhes, and lime which had 
been previoutfly flacked, and mixed 
with a proper quantity of ftuff taken 
from a mill-pond ; mm as the ground 
was very good, did not dig any pits, 
as before prattifed, but had it plough- 
ed very dip. 

“] am fatisfied that we grow 
rhubarb equal to Turkey, but as yet 
have not been able to cure it to that 
perfection. I have taken up roots of 
five years old, that have weighed up- 
wards of feventy pounds, and have 
now many roots only four years old, 
which, I believe, would weigh fixty 
pounds (I mean immediately on their 
being taken out of the ground) ; and 
the feed-ftalks nine feet high. Ifyou 
think fome feeds would be acceptable 
to the Society, [ will with pleafure 
fend them. I have planted rhubarb 
thefe feveral years; and obferving 
how they increafe, after they become 
three years old, I intend letting fome 
of them remain in the ¢round fix ov 
feven years, and am of opinion it 
will be of a finer quality. I fhall 
take your advice of planting fome 
plants among the woods ; and you 
ere certainly right, refpecting the 
bark, as I have ufed it for teveral 
years paft for tinctures, and find it 
full as good, in every refpect, as the 
beft part of the root. 

I am, dir, 
Your obedient hu:nble fervant, 
Joun Batt. 
Williton, Sept. 244 1789: 


SIR 































[144] METHOD of cultivating RHUBARB from SEED, 


Ty Sir, 

“ Your letter of December 2d 
I received, and according to, pro- 
mife have fent the Society for 
the Encouragement of Arts, Manu- 
factures, and Commerce, fome Rhu- 
barb feeds, and three different forts 
of tinéturesand powders, and a {mall 
quantity of Radx and Corvex Rha- 
barhar, which L beg the honour of 
their acceptance. I fhould have an- 
fwered your favour before, but wait- 
ed in hopes I fhould have been able 
to have fent the Society fome large 
roots: but the continual rains have 
prevented its drying ; andthe houfe, 
which in my lait I told you I was 
building, was fo damp that I could 
not place it therein; and have now 
got it before a fire, the malt-kiln be- 


ing in ufe, which I heretofore dried 
it on. 

“ T have now only taken up eight 
roots, which were fown about five 
years fincs in a border before my 
houfe, of twenty feet by three, as 
nurfery-bed : but the roots profper. 
ed fo well, that I let eight of them 
remain; and notwithftanding they 
were fo near each other, and on a 
very thin foil, they weighed one hung 
dred and fixty pounds when taken 


up. This year | fhall take up about. 


2 , 
forty, and, if agreeable, will fend up 
one whole root. 
lam, Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 


Joun Bau.” 
Williton, Fan. 4, 1790. 





METHOD of cultivating RHUBARB from SEED, in a Letter from 
Mr. Wintiam Haywarop, Apothecary, of Banbury, to Mr. More. 


[From the fame Work. ] 


“ WV Have ufually fown the feed 

about the beginning of Feb- 
ruary, on a bed of good foil (if ra- 
ther fandy the better), expofed to an 
eait or weft afpect, in preference to 
the fouth; obferving a full fun to 
be prejudicial to the vegetation of 
the feeds and to the plants whilft 
young, 

“The feeds are beft fown mode- 
rately thick (broad-cait), treading 
them regularly in, as is ufual with 
partneps and other light feeds, and 
then raking the ground fmooth. I 
have fometimes, when the feafon has 
been wet, made a bed for fowing the 
rhubarb feeds upon, about two feet 
thick, with new dung trom the 
ftable, covering it near one foot 


thick with good foil. ‘The intent of 


this bed is not for the fake of warmth, 
but folely to prevent the rifing of 
earth-worms, which, in a moift fea- 
fon, will frequently detiroy the young 
crop. 

“If the feed is good, the plants 
often rife too thick; if fo, when 
they have attained fix leaves, they 
fhould be taken carefully uP (where 
too clofe), leaving the ftan ing crop 
eight or ten inches apart: thote take 
en up may be planted at the fame 
diftance, in a freth {pot of ground, in 
order to furnifh other plantations. 
When the plants in ane are 
yrown to the fize that cabbage-plants 
are ufually fet out for a ftanding 
crop, they are beft planted where 
they are to remain, in beds four feet 
wit, one row along the middle “dl 
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leaving two yards diftance 
oie plants, allowing an alley 
nthe beds about a foot wide, 

for conveniency of weeding the 


« Jn the autumn, when the decay- 
edleaves are removed, if the fhovel- 
oo of the alleys are thrown over the 
om of the plants, it will be found 
of fervice. 

Cultivation of Turkey Rhubarb by 


off-fets. 


«On taking up fome plants the 
he ing, I fi 4 d off feveral off- 
fets {rom the heads of large plants: 
thefe 1 fet with a dibble about a foot 
,inorder, if I found them thrive, 
toremove them into other beds. On 
examining them in the autumn, I 
was furprized to fee what progrefs 
they had made, and pleafed to be 
able to furnif my beds with forty 
ts in the moft thriving ftate. 
« Though this was my firft expe- 
riment of its kind, I do not mean to 
te the difcovery to myfelf, hav- 
ing known it recently tried by ethers, 
but without being informed of their 
fuccefs. I have reafon to think this 
valuable drug will, by this method, 
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be brought much fooner to perfec- 
tion than from feed, 


Method of eUuring Rhubaré, 


“ The plants may be taken up ei- 
ther early in the fpring, or in the 
autumn when the ane are decay- 
ed, in dry weather if poflible, when 
the roots are to be cleared from dirt, 
(without wafhing) : let them be cut 
ped poery and with a fharp knife 
freed from the outer coat, and ex- 
pofed to the fun and air for a few 
days, to render the outfide a little dry. 

“ In order to accelerate the curing 
of the largeft pieces, a hole may be 
fcooped out with a penknife: thefe 
and the fmaller are then to be 
ftrung on packthread, and hung up 
in a warm room (i have always had 
the conveniency of fuch a one over 
a baker’s oven), where it is to re- 
main till perfectly dry. Each piece 
may be rendered more fightly by a 
common file, fixing it in a {mall vice 
during that operation: afterwards 
rub over it a very fine powder, 


which the fimall roots furnifh ia 
beautiful perfection, for thisandevery 
other 

quired,” 


fe where Rhubarb is re- 
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On the IMPROVEMENT of BRITISH Wool. 


The Improvement of the moft valuatle of our Staple Manufaftures, that of 


Wool, is an Obyedd of the grcatef? national Importance. The 
therefore, whicr bas of late been paid to it by the A1GHLAND So 
ScorLanD, is highly meritorious, as well as enterefling, 
fuaded that our Readers will receive with pleafure the 
from the Report of their COMMITTEES, to whom 


Attention, 
CIETY of 

And we are per. 
following Rxnad 
the Subject of Shetlaed 


Woolwas referred; and the foort Account of the Steps which have been dt. 
ready taken for atsaining the Object mentioned in the Report. 


$6 HE number of fheep in Shet- 
* Jand, it is believed, cannot 

be Jefs than 100,000, and are pro- 
bably more. Their fleeces, which, 
at an average, do not produce above 
a pound and a half of wool each, are 
not worth at prefent above fix pence 
pdund, or 3250). in all; where- 

as the fineft wool might fetch at leaft 
five fhillings per pound; and con- 
fequently the fleeces of the fame 
number of fheep, if they yielded no- 
thing but fine wool, might be valued 
at 32,5ool. or ten times the above 
fum. If the fame breed were reared 
in the Hebrides, and in the Orkney 
Iflands (where they would thrive 
equally well), wool might be pro- 
duced in thofe negleéted parts of 
Great Britain to the value of per- 
haps half a million: in procefs of 
time, alfo, the fame f{pecies might be 
extended to other diftricts of Great 
Britain. Your committee, however, 
think it proper to remark, that at- 
tention to the finenefs of the wool 
muft always diminith in proportion 
as the carcale becomes valuabie; and, 
confequently, that fine-wooled fheep 
gre more likely to be preferved in 
their higheft ftate of perfection, in 
remote parts of the country, than in 
the neighbourhood of the metropo- 


lis *. At the fame time, were the 
Spanifh breed of fheep introduced 
and multiplied in this country (fince 
they produce a fpecies of wool better 
calculated than the Shetland for fome 
manufactures, particularly broad 
cloth {), and were importation of 





* *In Dr.Anderfon's opinion, the north- 
ern and weitern iflands of Scotland are 
peculiarly well calculated for rearing fine- 
wooled theep ; for, ‘in the firft place, the 
climate fs favourable for that purpofe; in 
the fecond place, the quality of the wool 
would be the object of the farmer, as the 
carcvaie would be of lefs valge ; and, in the 
third place, when a good breed was once 
obtained, there would be Icf rifk of its bee 
ing debafed by improper mixtures, where 
the fheep were kept in feparate iflands, 
than where pec ty wr were contiguous 
to each other. 

“ t The exact nature, quality, and ufes of 
the Shetland wool have never been fully 
afcertained. It is certainly preferable to 
any other for ftockings, and probably for 
all light woollen manufa@ures, as fhawls, 
waiftcoats, &c. Perhaps, mixed with 
Spanifh, it might alfo anfwer for broad 
cloth ; but it has not perhaps ftaple fulli- 
cient far that manufacture of itfelf. There 
can be no doubt of its anfwering for hats, 
a manufaure that ought to be encouraged 
in the Highlands, and which even the wo- 
men in that part of the country might wear, 
with advantage to their looks and appeat 


alee. Spanifh 
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ith wool ibited, it would 
a hoon of more conféquence to 
attend to the fleece in every part of 
ingdom. 
pn 8 the information of the 
gentlemen above mentioned, it would 
, that the permanent fincnefs 
of the wool depends entirely upon 
the breed of fheep ; for, on the fame 
pafture, and in the very fame cli- 
mate, fheep with the fineft and the 
coarfeft wool are maintained ; info- 
much that, from the wool of the 
fame flock, fome ftockings worth two 
ineas pet pair, and others worth 
bs than four pence, are produced. 

« Your committee have not been 
able to colle& materials fufficient for 
attempting a long inveftigation into 
the peculiar nature and qualities of 
the Shetland breed of fheep;° but 
they beg leave briefly ‘to ftate fome 
of the moft important particulars 
which havé come to their know- 
ledge. | 
% 1, Itwould appear that there are 
two kinds of fheep producing fine 
wool to be found in ‘thefe iflands: 
one, known by the namé of the kind- 
ly theep, whofe whole Body almoft 
isGovéred with it; another, whofe 
Wool is fine about the neck only, ‘and 
other particular parts of the body. 
The colour of the fine wool alfo va- 
ries, fometimes being of a pure 
white, which is fuppofed to be the 
fofteft and moft filky, at other times 
of a light grey, fometimes of a black, 
and fometimes of a ruffet colour. 

“2. The fheep sh: ap this 
Wool are of a breed, which, for thé 
fake of diftinétion, might be called 
the beaver fheep ; for, like that ani- 
mal, many of them have long hairs 
growing amongft the wool, which 
cover and fhelter it; and the wool 
tsa fpecies of fine fur refembling 

n, which grows in fome meafure 
under the protection of the hair with 
Which the animal is covered. 
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“ Your committee underftand that 
the fheep producirig this fine woel 
are of the hardieft nature; are never 
houfed nor kept in any particukr 

afture; and that in the winter fe:- 
on thev are often fo pinched fir 
food, that many of them are obliged 
to feed upon thefea-waredriven upcn 
the fliore. It is obferved, however, 
that the healthicft fheep are those 
which live confiantly upon the hills, 
and never touch the fea-ware. 

“ 4. Laftly, It appears that the 
Shetland fheep are never clipt or 
fhorn, but that, about the beginnin 
of June, the wool is pulled off (w hich 
is done without the finalleft pain or 
injury to the animal), leaving the 
long hairs already mentioned, which 
fhelter the young wool, and contri- 
bute to keep the animal warm and 
comfortable, at a feafon.of the year 
when cold and piercing winds may 
occafionally be expected in fo nor- 
thern a Jatitude *. 

“‘ Your committee have the fatis. 
faction of adding, that they have rea- 
fon to believe that fome remains of 
the fame breed of fheep may ftill .be 
found in the weftern iflands, and 
perhaps in fome of the remoteft parts 
of the Highlands, where the native 
race of the mountains have not been 
contaminated by a connection and 
intercourfe with animals of an in- 
ferior {pecies in regard to the quali 
of their wool, jad, valuable princi- 
pally for their carcafe. 

“ Your committee will now pro- 
ceed to ftate fome circumitances, 
which feem to render an immediate 
attention to this fubject abfolutely 
neceffary: 

“1, The proprietors of the Shet- 
land iflands have fo much bent their 
attention to fifhing, as in a great 


“¢ ® Ie is faid that thefe long hairs come 
off later iu the featon, towards the end of 
September. 
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meafureto neglect other occupations. 
No pains therefore have been taken 
to keep up this valuable breed, or to 
preferve it frony degenerating. At 
prefent the different kinds o a 
are fo mingled together in almo 
every part of the Shetland iflands, 
that inavery ffrort {pace of time the 
fineft race might become totally ex- 
tinct, unlef the opportunity which 
now fortunately prefeats itfslf is 
feized. 

Indeed, both in Slietland, and 
in every part of the country, it ou 
to be inculcated as much as poffible, 
that, by proper attention, the beft 
fort of every fpecies of arrimal may 
be obtained. It is well Known to 
what perfettiom particular kinds of 
fheep and cattle, which in their 
judgment were preferable to every 
other, have been brougiit by Mefits. 
Bakewell and Cullev. In’ Galloway, 
polled cattle prevail, to the exclufion 
of other breeds, becaufe in that coun- 
try there is a ftrong predileétion in 
their favour. By attention, Mr. 
Farquharfon of Invercauld, in the 
very heights of Aberdeenfhire, has 
obtained, without any foreign affit- 
anee, a breed of catife, producing 
the richeft milk of any in Great Bri- 
tain; and if the inhabfants of the 
Shetland, of the Orkney, and of the 
weftern iflands, will make a point of 
it, there is no dowbt, that by breed- 
ing ae from the beft- rams and 
ewes, and gradually srr! sven the 
inferior fpecies, the beft’ breed of 
Shetland fheep may be multiplied 
with amazing rapidity. The expe- 
riments made by M. Le Blanc, and 
the celerity and fuccefs with which 
he has propagated the Spanith breed 
of fheep in France, fully juftify this 
affertion. 

« Tw Shetland, as in other places, 
improvements are attempted with 
the beit mtentions, which often turn 
out to be the reverfe, Thus, witha 
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view of mending the Shetland breed 


fome fheep from the fouther 
of Scotland were lately browse te 
thofe iflands. From {ach an impor- 
tation, the fociety will eafily perceive 
that no improvement in regard to 
the finenefé of the wool could be ex- 
pected. Unfortunately, alfo, the 
fheep thus nnported wese difeated, 
and Mave tmtroduced inte the Shet. 
land iflands a diftemper among their 
flocks, by which many have already 
ae tag and which may prove de- 
vuctive. to many more: nor js it 
pofible to: fay to what. dreadful ex. 
tent its. ravages may yet be carried. 
_“ 3. There is reafon to fuppofe 
that the moft is not made of the fing 
wool now produced imShetland ; for 
though fome high-priced fkockings 
from that country are fold, yet the 
peat of the wool is in. general very 
ow (at an average not exceeding 
fixpence per pound) ; and it is be- 
lieved, that from inattention, or from 
ignorance of the art of forting the 
fleece, much fine wool is thrown 
away, and loft among the coarfe 
wool, made into ftockings of fiom 
3d..to 3% per pair.. 

“ As a proof how little the real 
vakre. of the Shetland wool is known 
in that country, your committee 
thought. it advifable to have the fol- 
loWing,experiment tried. They di- 
retted fome of the coarfe Shetland 
ftockings, fold at Edinburgh for 
about 5d. per pair, to be purchafed 
and decompofed, or reduced again to 
wool. The wool, after being card- 
ed, was delivered to Mr. Izet the 
the hatter, who very obligingly a 

reed to try how far it might aniwer 
for the manufaéture of hats, both by 
itfelf, and with a mixture of other 
wool. The ftrength of the wool, it 
is evident, muft have been much 1n- 
jured by being fpun and knit, and 
afterwards wana and decompof- 


ed; yet the wool was found capes 
ras 





r 
( 
. 





éfbeing made into hats, and there is 
feafon to'believe that the raw ma- 
terial was more ‘valuable than the 
dtockings when manufactured. 

« Laitly, the committee are de- 
cidedly of opinion, that the fineft 
freed of Shetland fheep might be 
extended to the other iflands of Scot- 
Jand, and in procefs of time to-other 
diftriéts of Great Britain.” 


Account of what has been done from 
the hecinning of Funcy when the 
Enquiry svas orizinally fuygefted, 
to the middle of Auguft, 1799. 

« Directions were given for pur- 
chafing fome of the fineft woolled 
fheep, and fpecimens of the fineft 
wool that could be procured in Shet- 
land, and for baeiarine the fame 
to Leith by the firft opportunity. 

“ Mr. Macdonald of Clanronald, 
the proprietor af feveral iflands upon 
the Shen coait of Scotland, no 
fooner heard of the deliberatians of 
the fociety upon this fubject, than he 
made an offer to ee fome 
of the fmaller ifles belonging to him, 
for the purpofe of enabling the {o- 
ciety to me fuch experiments for 
improving the quality of wool, as 
they Should judge proper. 

“In the abfence of the duke of 
Argyle, who had not then returned 
_ from Italy, Mr. James Ferrier, his 
agent at Edinburgh, made a fimilar 
offer on the part of his grace; as 
did Mr. Ifaac Grant, in the name of 
Mr. Campbell of Shawfield, the pro- 
prietor of the extenfive ifland of Iflay, 
and its dependencies. 

“ Mr. Campbell having been in- 
formed of the poffibility of getting 
fome of the belt breed of Shetlan 
theep, by the affiftance of the gentle- 
men who were examined before the 
committee, requefted Dr. Anderfon 
to endeavour to procure for him, by 
their means, fuch a number of the 
wery beft fort of thefe theep, as might 
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be proper for ‘trying a fair experi- 
iat, how far i vould of magn 
the weftern iflands. A {core of ewes, 
and five or fix rams, were according- 
ly ordered, and an ifland is appre- 
priated for their reception. Mr. 
Campbell has, at the farne time, giv- 
en directions for felefting fome of the 
fineft woolled -theep in che Hebrides, 
for the purpofe of making a com- 
pariton between the two breeds ; and 
in order that the effet of a crofs 
breed between then may be tried *. 
* In confequance of the attention 

id to this fubject by the Highland 
ociety, the different proprietors in 
the northern and wettern iflands, 
who have had an hy One of com- 
municating gheir fentiments to the 
committee, have exprefled the great- 
eft zeal and eagernefs for promoting 
the meafures amid in the 
report. It is certain that they are 
more deeply interefted in their fuc- 
cefs, than any other fet of men, as 
there are no means by which the va- 
lue of their property can be fo rapid- 
Fy increafed, fine wool being an ar- 
ticle of much furer fale, of much 
greater importance, and much more 
eafily tran{ported, than the droves of 
blac —_ on which they now prin- 
cipally depend. At the fame time it 
aay A remarked, that there is no 
individual who ought not to feel an 
intereft m thefe inquiries. It is only 
by bringing to the greateft poflible 
behoof the natural advantages of a 
country, that a nation can profper. 
A truly zealous aad public dpirited 





* Amongft othee exertions, tending to 
theimprovament of wool inthefekingdoms, 
though unconnected with the meafures here 
propofed, it deferves to be mentioned, that 
colonel lullarton of Fullarton, has lately 
imported into Britain fome of the Colchis 
breed of fheep, whofe golden flecces are fo 
much famed in ancient ftory; and that 
forme fheep of the Thibet breed, alfo, are 
likely foon to vifit Scotland, 


Kj citizen, 
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citizen, therefore, above narrow or 
local prejudices, will feel as ardent a 
defire to promote the improvement, 











On the reqnifite QUALIFICATIONS of CATTLE, 


of the moft diftant part of the &; 
dom, as of the diftriés with which 
he is more immediately conneéted.” 






































“ N all foils, and in every fitua- 
tion, mountains and tens ex- 
cepted; cattle ave requifite in their 
three capacities of 
Dairy ftock 
Beafts of draft, and 
Grazing ftock.’ 

«“ On all foils, and in every fitua- 
tion, milk isa neceflary of life. 

« On all foils, and in every fitua- 
tion, beef is an article of human 
food. 

* On all foils, and in every fitua- 
tion, fens and mountains excepted, 
beafts of draft are neceffary. 

“In every culturable fituation, 
the three are requifite : and they are 
the principal requifites of cattle, in 
every fituatfon, 

“ Hence, the requifite qualifica- 
tions of cattle are the fame, in every 
culturable fituation: 

* Thee qualifications form an 
intereitiug fubject of enguiry. 

« Dratt réquires & cleannefs of 
limb ; a depth of carcale ; a thriving 
conftitution ; and a ~head’-unen- 
cumpered wich horns. 

“ Milk the tame 
g fe : 
bur dani 

‘ Beet the fame ; except a depth 
Cale; and whether, in the 
ot focietyin th: “ountrv, 

om 


: carcafe is re- 
and horns not only ufelefs 
erous., 


Quarters ts, or is 


ppears to be A inctler 





On the REQUISITE QUALIFICATIONS of CATTLE, with HINTS 
for their IMPROVEMENT. 


[From the Firft Volume of Mr. Marsnaru’s Rurat Economy of 
the Mipranp Counryes.] 


“Upon the whole, I think, we 
may fafely conclude, that all cattle 
ought to have the fame points ; the 
only pothble difference, requifite, 
being that of fize : and this, foil and 
climature would give in a great de. 
gree. 

« In a lightfoiled upland fituation, 
the fame breed of cattle, which, on 
a deep ftrong foil, and genial clima. 
ture, were lufty and powerful in 
frame, would become comparatively 
light and aétive.’ But whether we 
confider cattle as beefts of draft, or 
as grazing or dairy ftock, this change 
would be moft detirable. 

“Tt is not my intention to recom- 
mend, to breeders in general, the 
adoption of one univertal breed of 

attle ; but to fhow that no incon- 
veniency, whatever, would arife to 
the community, were the various 
breeds of this kingdom, at lesit, re- 
ducedto one. Nor, after the change 
were effected, would there, I appre- 


hend, any inconveniency accrue ta 
individuals. 
“At prefent, however, we have 


feverat valuable breeds of cattle, in 
the ifland: and; in the diftricts in 
which thefe fuperior breeds are efta- 
biifed, it would, I am clearly of 
opinion, be ittore eligible to improve 
the eftabliflied breeds, than to intro- 
duce new ones. 

« Neverthelef%, there are other 
diftricts of the ifland, whofe pretent 
breeds 














With HINTS for their 


breeds of cattle are incapable of being 
rendered, in any moderate length of 
time, fit for the three grand purpofes 


of cattle. 
«In thefe diftricts, therefore, a 


frefh breed is requifite ; and it cer- 
tainly behoves the owners and occu- 
‘ers of them to introduce the moft 
breed the ifland at prefent 
affords, or to raife a frefh variety, 
and reach ftill nearer perfection. 

“To afcertain the perfection of 
cattle, in their joint and feveral 
capacities of beafts of draft, dairy, 
and grazing ftock, is a matter of the 
firft importance in rural affairs, 
But the fubjeé&t having never, per- 
haps, been agitated, no man may, 
at prefent, be equal to it: it 1s, 
however, a fubjeét to which I have 

id more than common attention ; 
and I will here fet down what | con- 
ceive, at prefent, to be the moft 
defirable qualities of cattle, viewed 
enerally, in their three capacities. 
Che iketch may, at leaft, throw fome 
hight upon the fubject ; and may be 
ferviceable to thofe, who fhall have 
occafion to think upon it, in practice. 

* The head {mall and clean, to 
leflen the quantity of offal, and to 
give a livelinefs of difpofition ; and 
sornlefs, for conveniency in draft, 
and for general fafety ; with the nof- 
trils wide, for eafe in work ; and 
the eye bright and placid, and 
docility, in the fame intention. 

“ The neck thin and clean, to give 
lightnefs to the forend, as well as to 
leifen the collar, and make it fit 
clofe and eafy to the animal in 
work. 

“ The carcafe large: and cheft 
deep, and the bofom broad, with 
the ribs ftanding out full from the 
fpine ; to give ftrength of frame and 
conftitution, and to admit of the in- 
teftines being lodged within the ribs; 
thereby giving freedom to activity, 
and beauty to the general form. 
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“ The fhoulders light of bone, 
and rounded off at the lower point, 
that the collar may lie eafy; but 
broad, to give firength: and well 
covered with flefh, for the greater 
eafe of draft; as well as to furnifha 
defired point of fatting cattle. 

“The back, throughout, wide 
and level, as a receptacle of beef; 
the {pine being itraight from the 
withers to the tail, to pleafe the eye, 
and perhaps to give a due proportion 
and arrangement of parts. 

“ The quarters long, lying up 
high, and ftanding wide at the nache, 
to give fize to the prime joints, and 
fymmetry to the form. 

“ The thighs thin, and ftanding 
narrow at the roundboue, to give 
fafety to the dam, and activity to her 
produce ; and, perhaps, for various 
other reafons. 

“ The udder large when full, but 
loofe and thin when empty, that it 
may contain the greater quantity of 
milk; with large “dug veins” to 
fill it; and with long elaftic teats, 
for the greater eafe in drawing it 
off. 

“ The legs (below the knee and 
hock) ftraight, and of a middie 
length; their bone, in general, light 
and clean from flefliinefs, to leffen 
the quantity of offal; but with the 
joints and finews of a moderate 
fize, for the purpofes of firength and 
activity. 

“The flefh mellow, in the ftate 
of flefhinefs, and firm, in the {tate 
of fatnefs ; thefe being, I apprehend, 
the beft criterions of the fiefh of 
cattle: the back and fides being 
covered, in either ftate, as evenly as 
the carcafe of this {pecies of animal 
is capable of being covered, to give 

as even a diftribution as poilble, of 
flefh and fat; with a proportional 
quantity of the latter, on the infide, 
to enable men to gratify their fight, 
while they are gratifying their appe- 
A4 tites 






























tites, with that laid on without, and 
perhaps, to endeavour to leffen the 
prefent import of foreign tallow,--- 
apparently, enormous and inordi- 
nate. 

“The hide mellow, and of a 
middle thicknefs ; this appearing to 
be, on the whole, the beft: but the 
a thicknefs of the hide is, per- 

aps, lefs underftood than any other 
property belonging to cattle. Breed- 
ers, dairymen, arable farmers, and 
graziers, differ much in their opi- 
nions refpesting it; and the leather- 
feller, perhaps, has not yet been 
confulted. 

“ The colour,—any which can be 
joined with the foregoing qualifica- 
tions ; it being, perhaps, of little, if 
any effential import. If I had the 
choice of it, it fhould be white, or 
nearly approaching that colour. 

“ The conftitution free from here- 
ditary diforders, and inheriting the 
property of hardinefs, whether by 
this term be underftood, a fuperior 
faculty of bearing hard weather, 
hard fare, or hard work ; as well as 
that of milking well on good keep, 
while milk is drawn, and of fatting 
quickly, and at an early age, when 
milk is not required. 

There are feveral breeds of cattle 
inthe ifland, which come fo near 
this defcription, that, with attention 
and perfeverance, they might, in no 
great length of time, be brought per- 
haps fufliciently nearly ain j 
except with retpeét to horns. 

« Theie are the breeds of Here- 
fordthire, Gloucefterfhire, and South 
Wales, middle-horned breeds; the 
fhort and middlehorned breeds of 
Yorkfhire; the Suflex, a middle- 
horned breed; with thofe of Devon- 
fhire and Somerfetthire, of the mid- 
dle caft of horn, but fomewhat long. 

“Jn yoke, in which the breeds 
here enumerated are ftill chiefly 
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worked, horas are in a degree necef. 
fary. 
 . But, in harnefs, in which cattle 
in every quarter of the kingdom are 
now beginning to be worked, and in 
which, only, they are equal to every 
department of hufbzndry, even the 
middle horns are extremely incon. 
venient, and in a degree dangerous 
(I {peak from fufficient experience), 
and have, indifputably, done more 
than any other circumftance, toward 
preventing cattle from being ufed, 
In common, as beats of draft in hui. 
bandry. 

“ Wherever the long horn pre. 
vails, as it does on a very confider- 
west 1 of the beft lands of this 
kingdom, cattle may be faid to be in. 
capacited as beafts of draft; and, if 
no expedient can be hit upon topre- 
vent or check its growth, it becomes 
indifputably neceflary, to the per- 
fection of Englifh agriculture, to ex- 
tirpate the long horned breed of 
cattle. 

“ Wherever the breed requires to 
be changed, whether from the _ 
horned, or any other imperfect breed, 
common prudence dictates, that the 
moft perfec& breed ought to be intro- 
duced : and of courfe, in my idea, a 
hornlefs breed, of the foregoing de- 
fcription. 

“ Horns, it is true, are natural to 
cattle: the buffalo, in a ftate of na- 
ture, requires them: they are his 
only defence. But, in a ftate of cul- 
tivation, horns areas ufelefs to cattle, 
as they would be to horfes ;_ and who, 
of two breeds of horfes, one with 
horns, the other without fuch an in- 
cumbrance, would chufe the horned 
breed? What farmer, with his wits 
about him, would work a long horn- 
ed horfe? a horfe with large heavy 
horns, a yard or more long, hanging 
down below his mouth, fo as to 
vent his coming either at the rack or 

manger, 





, or ftanding + = his 

fo as to prevent his r’s 

poh within a of it with fafe. 

? while there were others, without 

this incumbrance, to be had at the 
fame coft ? 

« Horns are natural to fheep; but 
although they are not materially in- 
jurious in a ftate of cultivation, our 
anceftors have sheng fit to eftablith 
breeds of fheep without them : aud 
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no inconveniency whatever appears 
to arife from the change. 

“ The pratticablencts of preducing 
cattle without horns is out of difpuie ; 
there are already, in this ifland, three 
or four diftinét breeds of hornlef 
cattle; or rather breeds of cattle 
many individuals of which are horn. 
lefs, from which, properly chofen, a 
breed free from horns might, no 
doubt, be produced,” 





—_—_ 


MINUTES RELATING to the PROPER AGE of FELLING 
TIMBER, 


[From the Second Volume of the fame Work.] 


December 1789. 
“ HESE calculations, and in- 

ferences, are not intend- 
ed to excite a fpirit of felling 
timber, prematurely ; a {pirit which 
is already too prevalent ; but to en- 
deavour to afcertain the proper age 
of felling; it being an incontroverti- 
ble fact that, in point of economy, 
the crime of fuffering timber to ftand 
too long is infinitely greater, than 
that of cutting it dbwn before it has 
attained its full growth. 

“Inthe former cafe, there is no 
wafte ; the intereft of money, and 
the fucceeding fhoots, or the ufe of 
the land, ftand againft the lofs of 
Mabe of timber. But, in the 
ater, the principal, interefi, after- 
fhoot, and ufe of the Jand are all 
thrown away; fo that the com- 
munity, 25 well as the proprietor, 
are loiers by the management. In 
the former cafe, cutting part before 
it be fit, mav fave other trees which 
are more fully grown; but, in the 
latter, the whole is loft. 

“There are men who fay that 
“truth ought not to be fpoken at all 





times :” while others affert, and I 
apprehend with more truth on their 
fide, that * facts are always valu- 
“able.” For although a few men 
may make a bad ufe of them ; men, 
in general, will apply them to a 
better purpofe. 

“ With refpect to fhip timber, the 
only article by which the community 
can probably fuffer in a premature 
fall of timber, it is of much too 
great importance, in this ifland, to 
be left to the caprice of fentiment, 
and the fecretion of faéts! 

“ Jt avails not to nurfe up feamen, 
unlefs there fhall be hereafter, on a 
certainty, fhips to employ them. If 
the ftate of the navy be a fit fubje@ 
of enquiry, furely the ftate of thip 
timber is of ftill more radical im- 
portance. 

« But leaving the prefervation of 
fhip timber to thofe whom it moft 
immediately concerns, we will pro- 
ceed to confider woodlands as a 
fpecies of private property. 

« Jt does not follow, that, becaufe 
it is wrong to fuffer timber to ftand 
to wate, it is right to take it down 

before 








before it be fufficiently grown, for the 
purpofe of fhip building. It is not 
overgrown, but ftout growing tim- 
ber, which is fit for that om age 

Timber is feldom fallen pre- 
maturely, but by the neceffitous ; or 
by hole who have only temporary 
poffeffion of their refpective eftates. 
And what argument can prevail with 
this clafs of proprietors ¢ 

«“ Another clafs (and I truft by 
much the largeft) is compofed of 
thofe, who, confidering their tim- 
ber merely asa profitable part of their 
feveral eftates, take it down when- 
ever it becomes full grown, and a 
fair opportunity offers. 

«A third clafs of proprietars of 
timber confifts of thofe, who through 
falfe pride, falfe fear, or falfe economy 
fuffer their timber to ftand till it be 
overgrown: and if I have any other 
motive for publifhing the foregoing 
minutes, on the ages of timber trees, 
than that of recording facts, it is the 
defire of placing in its proper light 
the improvident management of this 
clafs of proprietors; and, at the 
fame time, to endeavour to form 
juft ideas of a fubjecét, which has 
not, heretofore, been brought before 
the public ; but which is pre-emi- 
nently entitled to a public difcuffion. 
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re € degree f;. 
miliar to me, by nine or ten years 
obfervation and practice, | wiif here 
fet down what appears to me, at 
prefent, the proper ages of fellin 
the four following {pecies of timber, 

Poplar, from thirty to fifty years 

old. , ie 

“ Elm, from fifty to a hundred 

« Afh, from fifty toa hundred, 

*¢ Oak, from one hundred to twe 

hundred. 
o, Very much depends on fitua. 
tion ;---on the foil and fubfoil in 
which trees are rooted. On dry 
abforbent foils, the oak and the elm 
at leaft, are obferved to go off much 
fooner, than in cooler more reten- 
tive fituations. 

*¢ In Merevale wood,---a dry loam 
with a rocky fubfoil,---we find the 
oak going faft to decay, at two 
hundred yearsold. In Bagot’s park,. 
a cooler fituation, it is found, but 
unprofitable, at that age. In Stat- 
fold weod, ae a ftill cooler 
fpot, it is found, profitable, and 
wearing every appearance of being 
in a fit ftate to be taken down, at 
the age of a hundred and fifty 
years.” 





CURSORY OBSERVATIONS, ANECDOTES, and MAXIMS, 


(Selected from Tracts Puirosoprnicat, Criricar, and Miscét- 
LaneEous, by the late Rev. Joun Jorrin. D.D.] 


OBSERVATIONS. 


“ Arrow, in his Opxfvula, en- 

deavours to mollify the damna- 
tory claufes in the Athanafian Creed. 
bie fays that “ they condemn only 





thofe, who, againft the conviction 
of their own confcience, reject the 
doétrine of the Trinity laid down in 
that Creed.”---I am glad to hear it j 
for no perfon, I believe, can eali'y 
be guilty of fuch a fault.” 
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«The more abfurd and incredi- 
ble any divine myftery, the greater 
*” fays Bacon, “we do to 
God in believing it.” I wonder that 
fyeha man fhould have adopted fuch 
adoGtrine, and have had fo little re- 
for his own reputation ; for he 
who talks in this manner will always 
fill under the fufpicion of being 
either a true fanatic, or a difguifed 
infidel. As to Bacon’s editor, he 
hath teken fulficient care, both in 
his note upon this paflage, and ia 
eface, vol. ii. p. 234. to let us know 
that he himfelt is not a fanatic. See 
Bacon's Works, by Shaw. As to 
Bacon, he feems to have given way 
to his fancy, and exercifed his wit, 
indrawing up Chriftian paradoxes. 
Vol. i. p 262. il. p. 285.” 

“ How little the duties of tolera- 
tion and moderation were under- 
ftood, either by papifts or proteftants, 
in the fixteenth century, is evident 
from a letter of Melanchthon, who 
et feems to have been a divine of 
much mildnefs and good nature. 
Concerning the burning of Servetus, 
he fays to Bullinger, * Legi qua de 
berveti blafphemiis refpondiftis, et 
letatem ac judicia veftra probo. 
udico etiam Senatum Genevenfem 
recte fecifle, quod hominem perti- 
nacem, et non omiflurum biat- 
phemias fuftulit. Ac miratus fum 
ei, qui feveritatem. illam impro- 
bent.” 

“In the firft proteftant {chools 
and univeriities of Germany, moft 
of the ftudents were very poor: they 
fupported themfelves “by begging 
and finging pfalms from door to 
door: they ftudied by moonlight, 
for want of candles; they were al- 
mefi itarved for want of fire; and 
eften went to bed with an empty 
ftomach : Yet the earneft defire of 
erudition conquered al] thefe diffi- 
culties, nd they became private 
lutors, fchoolmatters, preachers, and 
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pees Our young folks ‘now 
ave not the tenth part of thefe 
hardfhips to endure, nor a tenth 
part of their induftry and learning.” 

“ Thavefeen fome divines offended 
at thofe women, who had their 
gloves on when they received the 
Sacrament. They did not know, I 
believe, that in the fixth and feventh 
century, it was a law in fome places, 
that the men fhould receive the 
confecrated bread upon their bare 
hands; the women, upon a piece ef 
white linen laid on their hand, which 
was called a diminical. This infigni- 
ficant ceremony was commanded by 
one council, and condemned by 
another. See Dailoeus, de Cut. Lat. 
Dp. $7 Ry 

“ Doétor B. fa:d in a fermon, “ An 
hypocrite is like a reed; fmooth 
without, and hollow within.” It 
was a tolerable conundrum ; but he 
{fpoilt all by adding, “ and toffed 
about with every biaft of wind.” I 
heard the fame preacher fay, * If 
any one denies the uninterrupted 
fucceflion of bifiops, I fhall not 
feruple to call him a downright 
Atheitt.” He might have faid pawn- 
broker, fmuggler, or pick-pocket. 
This, when I was young, was found, 
orthodox, and fafliionable doétrine.” 

“ Jt isin the moral, juft as it is in 
the natural world: great bodies 
draw the fmaller after them. Ex- 
ample, cuftom, fafhion, rule us.” 

“ Auguftin fays, “ Meltus eft ut 
nos reprehendant grammatici, quam 
ut non intelligant populi.” it is 
not a bad leffon for preachers: but 
here is another, and a better, from 
Quinétijian: “ Qui ftultis videri 
eruditi volunt, ftulti eruditis viden- 
tur.” 


ANECDOTES. 


« Cardinal Retz, as I remember, 
fays, that going once with the pope 
to view avery fine ftatue, his holi- 

ncfs 



















nefs fixed his attention entirely upon 
the fringe at the bottom of the robe; 
from this the cardinal concluded, 
that the pope was a poor creature. 
The remark was fhrewd. When 
you fee an ecclefiaftic in an high 
tation, very zealous, and very 
troublefome about trifles, expect 
from him nothing great, and nothing 
good,” 

** Somebody faid to the learned 
Bignon,. Rome is the feat of Faith.” 
« Itis true,” replied he; but this 
Faith is like thofe people, who are 
never to be found at home.” 

“ One of Pere Simon's favourite 
paradoxes, was his hypothefis of the 
Rouleavax. He fauppofed that the 
Hebrews wroté their facred books 
upon finall fheets of paper, or fome- 
thing that feived for paper; and 
rolled them up one over another, 
upon a flick ; and that thefe fheets, 
not being faficned together, it came 
to pafs, in procefs of time, that fome 
of them were leit, and others dif- 
placed. We might as well fuppofe, 
that the artift, who invented a pair 
of breeches, had not the wit to tind 
fome method to faften them up; 
and that men walked, for feveral 
centuries, with their breeches about 
their heels ; till, at length, a genius 
arofe, who contrived buitons and 
button-holes.” 

* A Jawyer and a phyficéan dif- 
puted about precedence, and appealed 
to Diogenes. He gave it for the 
lawyer; and faid, “ Let the thief go 
firft, and the excutioner follow.” 

“ D—— faid of a ftupid preacher, 
who was forced to hide for debt, 
“Six days he is invifible; and on 
Sundays he is incomprehenfible.” 

* Dr. S—-—— wrote a very finall 
bend, and crouded a great deal into 
his pages. He did it to fave the ex- 
pence of paper. He put one of his 
manuferipts into a friend’s hands to 
perufe; who returned it to him, 
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with this compliment, “ If yoy 
reafon as clofely as you ‘write, yoy 
are invincible.” 3. 

* Sixtus the Fourth, having a great 
efteem for John Weffel, of Groenin. 
gen, one of the moft learned men of 
the age, fent for him, and {aid to 
him, 5on, afk of us what vou will; 
nothing fhall be refuted, that be. 
comes our character to beftow, and 
your condition to receive.”— « Moft 
holy Father,” faid he, “ and my 
generous patron, 1 fhall not be 
troublefome to your holinefs. You 
know that | never fought after great 
things. The only favour I have to 
beg, is, that you would give me out 
of your Vatican Library, a Greek 
and a Hebrew Bible.” “ You thall 
have them,” faid Sixtus : but what 
a fimple man are you! Why do you 
not aik a bifhoprick?” Welle! re. 
plied, * becaufe I do not want one!” 
The happier man was he: happier 
than they, who woukd give all the 
bibles in the Vatican, 1f they had 
them to give, for a bifhioprick.” 

“ The Cappadocians  refufed 
lrberty, when offered to them by the 
Romans, and obliged the Senate to 
give them a king; faying, as the 
[fraelites of old did to Samuel, Nay 
but we will have a kiag over us. 
Such are the peafants of Livonia; 
they are {laves to the nobility, who 
drub them without mercy. Stephen 
Batori, king of Poland, commifera- 
ting their wretched {tate, offered to 
deliver them from this cruel tyranny, 
and to change their baftinadoes into 
flight fines. The peafants could not 
bear a propofition tending to deftroy 
fo ancient and venerable a cuftom, 
and moft humbly befought the king, 
“ that he would pleafe to make no 
innovations.” See Bibl. Univ. IV. 
161.” ; 

“ That rhetoric, fays Selden, 1 
beft, which is moft feafonable and 


catching. We have an eer 
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that old blunt commander at Cadiz, 
who fhewed himfelf a good orator, 
Being to fay fomething to his foldiers 
(which he was not ufed to do) he 
made therm a {peech to this purpoie : 
« What a fhame will it be to you, 
Enelifhmen, who feed upon good 

, to let thofe Spaniards beat you, 


.»» 


that live upon oranges and lemons? 


MAXIMS. 


“The man who is not intelligible 
jsnot intelligent. Yow may depend 
upon this, as upon a rule which will 
never deceive you.” 

« A defire to fay things which no 
one ever faid, makes fome people 
fay things which no one ought to 
fay.” 

‘ It may be faid as truly ofa knave 
as of an honeft man, that his word is 
as good as his oath 

“Tt is obfervable that Pharaoh, 

t and or as he was, 
never compelled the Hebrews to for- 
fake the religion of their fathers, and 
to adopt that of the Egyptians, Such 
on in perfecution were 

for Chriftians.” 

“ An abfolute prince never loves 
any but abfolute fcoundrels. See 
Euripides, fon. 627.” 

“ Platterers are as mean and fordid, 


To might be applied the 
Levitical law : every creeping thing 
isunclean, and be an abomina- 
tion.” . 

“A King can make a man hon- 
ourable right honourable ; but 
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as yp Ao mifchievous and odious.. 


he cannot make him a man otf 
honour.” 

“When a man is raifed from 
nothing, nothing will content him.” 

* To talk of compelling a man to 
be good, is a contradiction: for 
where there is force, there can be no 
choice.” 

*‘ Habits, titles, and dignities are, 
vifible figns of invifible merits.” 

“ The law of nature, fays Pom- 
ponius, allows of over-reaching in 


buying and felling. Digeft. lib. 
iv. tit. iv. 16. This Pomponius 
would have made a good father 


confeffor to a tradefinan.” 

“ Honeft Spizelius, who ufed to 
dedicate his works to the ‘Trinity, 
fhould rather have dedicated them 
to Vulcan.” 

“ Amongft the vanities and the 
evils which Solomon beheld under 
the fun, and which we daily behold, 
one is this: an accefs of temporal 
fortunes, to the detriment of the 
poffeflor; whence it appears, that 
much profperity is a dangerous 
thing, and that few perfons have an 
head ftrong enough, and an heart 
good enough, to bear it.” 

“ A fudden rife froma low fta- 
tion, as it fometimes fhews to 
advantage the virtuous and amiable 

ualities, which could not exert 
themfelves before; {o it more fre- 
quently calls forth to view, and ex- 
pofes to open light, thofe {pots of the 
foul, thofe bafe difpofitions, and 
hateful vices, which lay lurking in 
fecret, cramped by penury, 
veiled with diffimulation.” 
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ODE for hs MAJESTY’s BIR TH-DAY, 
‘ 
By the Rev. T. Warton, B. D. Poet-Laureat, 


ITHIN what fountain’s craggy cell 
W Delights the eoddefs Health to dwell 2 
Where from the rigid roof diftils 
Her richeft ftream in fteely rills? 
What mineral germs entwine her htrnid locks ? 
Lo, fparkling high from potent fprings; 
‘To Britain’s fons her cup fhe brings ! 
Romantic Matlock! are thy tufted rocks, 
Thy fring'd declivities, the dim retreat 
Where the coy Nymph has fix’d her favourite feat, 
And hears, reclin’d along the thundering fhore, 
Indignant Darwent’ s defultory tide 
His ru aged channel rudely chide ? 
Darwent, whofe fhaggy wreath is ftain'd with Danith gore! 


Or does the dref$ her Naiad-cave 
Vith coral-fpoils from Ne -ptune 's Wave, 

And ho!d thort revels with the train 

Of Nynyphs that tread the neighb’ring main ? 
And from the cliff of Avon’s cavern'd fide, 

‘Yemper the balmy beverage pure, | 

That fraught with “ ¢rops of precious cure,” 
Brings back to trembling hape the drooping bride; 
That in the virgin's s cheek renews the rofe 
And wraps the eye of Pain in quick repof fe! 
While oft the climbs the mountuijrt’s fhelving fteeps, 
And calls her votaries wan, to catch the gale 

That icetin’s o'er Afton’ s elmy vale, 

And from the Cambrian hills the billowy Severn fweeps 


Or broods the Nymph with watchful wing 
O'er ancient t B: wdon’s myftic fpring ? 
And f{peeds from its fulph ureous fource 
The y \ iorrent ’s fecret courte ; ; 
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And fans th’ eternal {parks of hidden fire, 
In degp unfathom’d beds below 
By Bladud’s Magic taught to glow, 
Bladud, high theme of Fancy’s Gothic lyre! 
Or opes the healing Power her chofen fount 
In the rich veins of Malvern’s ample mount ? 
From whofe tall ridge the noontide wanderer views 
Pomona’s purple realm, in April’s pride, 
Its blaze of bloom Ses wide, 
And waving groves array’d in Flora’s faireft hues. 


Haunts fhe the fcene, where Nature lowers 
O’er Buxton’s heath in lingering fhowers ? 
Or loves fhe more, with fandal fleet, 
In matin dance the Nymphs to meet 
That on the eee) marge of Chelder play ? 
Who, boaftful of the ftately train 
That deign’d to grace this fimple plain, 
Late, with new pride, along his reedy way, 
Bore to Sabrina wreaths of brighter hue, 
And mark’d his paftoral urn with emblems new. 
Howe’'er thefe ftreams ambrofial may detain 
Thy fteps, O genial Health, yet not alone 
Thy gifts the Naiad-fifters own ; 
Thine too the briny flood, and Ocean’s hoar domain. 


And lo! amid the watery roar, 
In Thetis’ car fhe fkims the fhore ; 
Where Portland’s brows, embattled high 
With rocks, in rugged majefty 
Frown o’er the billows, and the ftorm reftrain, 
She beckons Britain’s fcepter’d Pair 
Her treafures of the deep to fhare !— 
Hail then, on this glad morn, the mighty Main! 
Which lends the boon divine of lengthen’d days 
To thofe who wear the nobleft regal bays: 
‘That mighty Main, which on its con{cious tide, 
Their boundlefs commerce pours on every clime, 
Their dauntlefS banner bears fublime ; 


Which wafts their pomp of war and {preads their thunder wide ! 
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ODE t& SUPERSTITION. 


[From the Srecurator, Vol. 1] 


Ww AT dreadful fhape was that? yon difimal ery 


Strikes cold iny fhutt’ring foul, 
O God! fome livid face and deadly eye 
Seems mid the dark to roll. 
Avaunt! ’tis Superftition’s horrid gloom, 
Delufive clouds the mind, 
Demon accurft! “from Nature’s fhadowy womb 
Of mifcreated kind ; 
Of ghaftly Fear and darkeft Midnight born, 
Far in a blafted dale 
Mid Lapland’s woods and noifome waftes forlorn, 
Where lurid hags the Moon’s pale orbit hail. 
In the drear depth of fuch dim pathlefs fhade, 
The ftream of infant blood 
Damps the blue flame, and o'er th’ unhallow'd glade 
Hell’s deepeft darknefs frowns the confcious wood. 
Round the wither’d witches go, 
Mutt’ring death and difmal woe, 
On their uncouth features dire 
Gleams the pale and livid fire : 
The charm begins, now arife 
Shadows foul and piercing cries, 
Storm and tempett loud affail, 
Beating wind and rattling hail ; 
Ths within th’ infernal wood, . 
Dance they round the bubbling blood, 
Till the rite ended, then they fly 
To taint the breath of yonder fy, 
Where on the defert vaft, and boundlefs wild, 
Mid the lightning’s livid glare, 
Or at the balmy clofe of evening mild, 
They're feen to glide athwart th’ affrighted air. 
Hence from my bofom, all thy vifions hence! 
In the deep filent hour 
When Terror hov’ring o’er each attive fenfe 
Impregnates Fancy’s power : 
Then rife ftrange fpectres to the fhudd’ring view, 
With horrid lifelefs ftare, 
And gliding float upon the noxious dew, 
And howling rend the air. 
Ofe near yon leaf-clad folitary fane, 
Whilft morn yet clafps the night, 
Some Ghoft is heard to found his clanking chain, 
Beheld mid moon-beam pale and dead to i ght 
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Nor lefs unfrequent the lone trav'ller hears 
The fullen-founding bell, 
And the dim-lighted tower awakes to fears 


Of haunted manfion, brake, or darkling dell. 


Hafte thee, Superftition, fly ! 
Perifh this thy forcery ! 
Why in thefe Gorgon-terrors clad 
But to affright, afflict the bad, 
Tis thee, O Goddefs! thee 1 hail, 
Of Heiper born and Cynthia pale, 
That wont the fame rude name to bear, 
Yet gentle all, and void of fear ! 
O come, in Fancy’s garb array’d, 
In all her lovely forms difplay'd, 
And o’er the Poet's melting foul 
Bid the {weet tide of rapture roll 
To dying mufic, warbling gales, 
Mid moonlight fcenes ied woody vales, 


Where Elves, and Fays, and Sprites difport, 


And nightly keep their feftive court ; 
There, mid the pearly flood of light, 

In tinéts cerulean richly dight, 
Light-{porting o’er the trembling green, 
Glance they quick thro’ the magic {cene, 
And from the fparkling mofs receive, 
Shed by the fragrant hand of eve, 

The filver dew, of matchlefs pow’r, 

To guard from harm at midnight hour 
The lonely wight, who, loft from far, 
Views not one friendly guiding itar, 

Or one kind lowly cottage door 

To point his track acrofs the moor ; 
Whilft the ftorm howling, tells his mind, 
Some {pirit rides the northern wind, 
And, ’plaining, mourns his cruel doom, 
On tempeft hurl’d, and wintry gloom : 
Oft too, at eve’s warm-tinted ray, 

The ling’ring bluth of youthful day, 
Penfive, fweet, feraphic lays, 
Soft-warbling wake the note of praife, 
Heard the echoing hills among 
Repeating wild the heav'nly fong, 

Till loft in ether floats away 

The laft, faint, murm’ring vocal lay ; 
Thefe on the lonely bard attend, 

With him the mountain's fide afcend, 
Or in the valley's lowly plain, 
Rapturous breathe the melting ftrain ; 
Thefe lift his foul beyond its clime, 

To daring flights of —— fyblime, 


179°. 
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Where, warm'd by Fancy’s brighteft fire, 
He boldly fweeps the founding lyre. 


Come then, with wild flowers, come array'd, 
O Superftition, magic maid! 


And welcome then fuggefting pow’r ! 
At evening clofe or midi lowe. 


The GOTHIC HELL 





{From the Dr. Savyers’s Daa ~_— of Ancient Northern Mytho 
ogy. 


HOU land of horror! where eternal froft 
Has built his icy throne, and dims the air 
With ever-hiffing fleet ; when fullen night 
Has fpread her dingy veil, and biting blafts 
Sweep o'er the folid feas and chill my frame ; 
Mutt Balder ever pour the fruitlefs moan ? 
Mutt Balder’s fighs be mock’d by fhivering ghofts, 
Shrill-fhrieking from their caves? Mutt Balder’s foul 
For ever fhudder at the death-owl’s fong, 
And fhrink aghaft from fpeckled fnakes that rear 
‘Their venom’d jaws, and horrid hifs around ? 
Bright fcenes of blifs ! farewell ! — ye {plended domes, 
For ever echoing with the joyfal noife 
Of revelry and 7 harmonious; happy feats 
Of happy gods, where from the gold-tipt horn 
They quaff the honied ne¢tar of the bee, 
With rapture liftning to the thrilling ftrains 
That ruth on founding wings from Braga’s harpy 
No more flvall Balder in your fhining halls 
Catch with tranfported foul the focial joy, 
And mix exulting with celeftial bands. 
No, Balder, no ;—amid the giant-brood, 
Amid the yelling ghofts of murderers 
Thou dwell’ft—no more the cheering light of heav’n 
Shail meet thefe forrowing eyes ; for here no beam 
Of morning burfts with fofteft luftre round, 
Nor here ambrofial eve with fragrant hand 
Scatters her {weets ;---no filver-founding voice 
Meledious warbles to my forrowing foul. — 
The footy raven fails around my head, 
And harfhly chaunts his hoarfeft defcant here. 
Thou flaming fteed of day! whofe golden mane 
Waves in the air, and pours a flood of light, 
Oft’ have | {prung upon thy fhining back 
To trace the radiant path, then mounted high 
‘The blue expanie of heaven, and gist with beams 
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Of dazzling gory wing’d my courfe rejoicing: 
Alas! how:chang’d! in midnight gloom enwrapt, 
The Lord of Splendor groans in Hela’s halls, 
For ever banifh’d from the realms of light.--- 
Groves of Papers from whofe waving boughs 
Sweet mufic, mix’ 

For ever floated on the fragrant air ; 

Oft have I wander'd in thy flowery paths, 
Holding ceeleftial converfe ; oft [ve fought 
Thy filler fhades, and caught with eager ear 
The melting ftrains that burft from Braga’s fhell 
Attun’d to Jove; and there the beauteous form 
Of Frea blooming as the orient day 

Would blufhing meet her Balder’s fteps retir’d, 
Enamour’d gaze upon my godlike limbs, 

And drink the honied accents of my lips ; 

Then from her beaming eyes the glance of love 
Quick fhot.---Dear fcenes of fleeting joy, farewell ! 
What now avails the form that Frea lov’d? 
What now avails the eloquence that charm'd 
The liftening gods ?---A brother’s bloody hand 
Blafted my bliss atid dafh’d me from the height 
Of joy to mifery !---Ye hated maids ! 

When firft ye ’gan to weave the woof of fate, 

Ye featter’d witle around the flowers of {pring ; 
At length the raven croak’d---with joy ye fnatch’d 
The cords of woe, and dipp’d the curfed web 
Deep in the pitchy waters of defpair.--- 

O thou! who fitt ft upon thy fhining throne 
Airay'd in fplendor ! Odin, Odin! hear 

The forrows of a fon, and turn thine eye, 
Moift with paternal grief, from Icenes of glory ; 


Pierce thro’ the thickeft horrors which firround nie, 


Extend thy daring arm, ahd drag thy child 
From caves of darknefs to thy beamy hall.--- 
Father, 1 afk in vain---it is not thine 

To break the firm decrees of Fate unchanging ; 
But Balder, wretched Balder, here muft mourn 
For endlefs years. 


BALDER from the Infernal Regions. 
[From the fame Work.] 


. ’ \ 
EEP in thy mifty caves my Balder lie’ ; 
Alas ! how wither’d by the touch of woe ! 
Dim is the hiftre of his fading eyes, 
And fullen fadnefs nfarks his manly brow. 
L2 
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FREA® Elegiac Prayer to HELA the Goddeft of Fate, to releafe 
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Quick thro’ his frame divine’chill languors fhoot ; 
The boafted rofes of his cheeks are pale ; 

The winning tongue of eloquence is mute, 
And rending fighs his heaving breatft affail. 


Come gentle Pity clad in fnowy veft 
And {peed thy hafty flight to Hela’s cave; 
Then fmiling hover o’er her melting breaft, 
And fweetly teach her yielding heart to fave. 


And can’ft thou, Hela, caft a ruthlefs look 
On this fad fcene of defolated charms ? 

Tear the black leaf from Fate's eternal book, 
And give the grief-worn Balder to my arms. 


Together let us climb the burnjng arch, 
Which darts its many-colour’d beams on high ; 
Together let us {peed the rapid march, 
And feek the radiant palace of the fky. 


Yield, Hela, yield! Valhalla’s mournful towers 
No longer echo with the jocund found, 

No longer gladnefs gilds the pafling hours, 
But pale-ey’d Sorrow cafts her fhadows round. 


Since Balder funk untimely to the tomb, 
Dim are the lingering beams of rifing day, 
The pale moon fhrouds her filver orb in gloom 


And fickly nature doffs her bright array. 


DESCRIPTION of the CAVE and INCANTATION of the WEIRD 
SISTERS. 


‘From Arruur, or the Northern Enchantment, a Poetical Romance, 
By Ricuharp Hore, LL. B.*} 


HERE, a vaft cave, unknown to mortal eyes, 
Deep-buried in a pathlefs foreft lies : 

Huge icicles, impending from the height 
Ot beetling cliffs, ting’d with tranfparent light, 
Like polith’d {pears revers’d, its jaws furround, 
And thoot their many-colour’d rays around. 
But darknefs reign’d within ; fave when retir'd, 
With quenchlefs hatred to mankind infpir’d, 
The fitters meet; then mix’d with vap’rous gloom 
Ffames buriting thro’ the central point, illume 
The difmal cavern ; while from realms profound 
Spirits unbleft arife, and wheel around 


s and the following extract from Arthur, were intended for the Poetical De 
partment of our Regilter for the lait year, but were miflaid till it was too late to infer 
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Yn myftic dance. There now in orgies dire, 
’Gainft Britain’s prince to wreak their ruthlefs ire, 
Valdandi, Skulda join—can man proclaim 

Th’ unhallow’d rite---“ the deed without a name.” 
The deed, which ftartles e’en the fiends of night, 
At which, if acted in day’s facred light, 

The fun, with horror ftruck, had backward fied, 
Or veil'd im dark’ning clouds his blazing head. 

Still from the Dxmons by their potent fpell 
Controll'd, dark words of doubtful import fell, 
Unpleafing to their ears: in wild difpair 
They beat their breafts, and rend their {naky hair ; 
Draw from their mangled fides the gufhing blood, 
And fprinkle o’er the flame the purple flood ; 

And whilft they brave the power who rules the fkies, 
Invoke their kindred fiends with fiercer cries. 

Earth fhakes---more black the circling vapour flows, 
And the red fame with keener radiance glows, 


The BOWER of INOGEN. 
{From the fame Work.] 


A Wide-extended mound the beauteous fcene 
Incircles, fmiling with perpetual green ; 
O’er which, in clofe array on either fide, 
Huge, mofs-crown’'d oaks, towering in leafy pride, 
Their intermingled branches weave on high, 
And their thick gloom excludes day’s garith eye. 

Oft as beneath their fhade deep-muting ftray’d) 
At night, or dewy eve, the Britifh maid, 
When the bright moon adorn’d heaven’s fpangled plain, 
Before her fight arofe the fairy train, 
In white plum’d helms, and vefts of {plendid hue, 
Cloud-form’d, and deck’d with quivering gems of dew. 
And while, to crown the revels of the night, 
Obedient glow-worms lend their living light, 
Their fweet-toned lyres the little minftrels {weep, 
And the charm’d winds in placid filence fleep. 
A fprightly band, aceordant to the found, 
With meafur’d fteps in circles print the ground. 
At blufh of morn they vanifh from the view, 
And night’s pale emprefs wrapt in fhades purfue. 

E’en in thefe latter days, by foreft green, 
The {wain benighted oft their {ports has feen, 
Thus potent fancy can the fenfe enchain, 
Form, and embody forth her airy train 
x 3 










































(165) 





in 








[166] 





ru PT? 2? @ 


In fimpleft minds, and give to vacant eyes, 

What fterner Wifdom to her fons denies, 

Impreffions fweet and firange! alike her fway 

Th’ inventive bard, and humble fwain obey. 

Yet we in one, their lot fo different, find 

The daring efforts of the glowing mind, 

That “ fcales invention’s heaven.” While cenfure vain 

And keen derifion mock th’ unletter’d fwain, 

Tho’ to his view ideal forms arife : 

And Fancy gilds them with her brighteft dyes ! 
Nature within her various charms combin’d 

To pleafe the ffght and foothe th’ enraptur’d mind, 

Eternal {pring in al] its beauty reigns, 

And the fun fimiles amid his fapphire plains ; 

Or gleams thro’ fleeting clouds lefs fiercely bright, 

And decks their curling fkirts with foftened light. 

No hail, no fnow defcends ; no ftorms arife : 

Nor thunder fhakes, nor li btning fires the fkies. 

Sweet fing the birds infpir’d with joy and love, 

And harmony refounds from every grove. 

The groves themfelves the richeft livery weary 

Grac'd with the preduét of the circling year. 

With ceafelefs verdure, fragrant bloffoms crown’d, 

And charg’d with fruitage bending to the ground. 

Ambrofial flowers, beneath, unnumber’d fpring, 

And load with rich perfume the zephyr’s wing. 

O'er marble rocks here gufhing torrents flow, 

Array'd in light, and foam and roar below : 

‘There foftly murmur thro’ the valley green, 

Or fhine remote the featter’d groves between. 

“Twas beauteous all! with fuch perfeétion wrought, 

Defign feem’d nature---nature’s happieft thought. 


The BASTILE a VISION. 


From the Second Volume of Juxtia, by Mifs Wiitrame 
y 


i 
“ REAR cell! along whofe lonely bounds, 
“<P Unvifited by light, 


“ Chill filence dwells with night, 

* Save when the clanging fetter founds ! 
«“ Abyis, where mercy never caine, 

“ Nor hope, the wretch can find ; 

* Where long inaction waftes the frame, 


«© And half annihiiates the mind! 
‘6 Mretch'd 
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« Stretch’d helplefs in this living to mb, 
« Oh hafte, congenial death ! 

“ Seize, feize this ling’ring breath, 

«* And fhroud me in unconfcious gloom--- 

«“ Britain! thy exil’d fon no more . 
« Thy blifsful vales fhall fee ; 

«“ Why did I leave thy hallow’d fhore, 

“ Diftinguifh’d land, where all are free ?” 


I. 3 
Baftile! within thy hideous pile, 
Which ftains of blood defile.--~ 
Thus rofe the captive’s fighs, 
Till flumber feal’d his weeping eyes-— 
Terrific vifions hover near ! 
He fees an awful form appear ! 
Who drags his ftep to deeper cells, 
Where ftranger wilder horror dwells. 


-* t 


** Oh, tear me from thefe haunted walls, 

** Or thofe fierce fhapes controul ! 

** Left madnefs feize my foul— 

** That pond’rous mafk of iron fails, 

** T fee !”——-* Rafh mortal, ha! beware, 

** Nor breathe that hidden name ! 

** Should thofe dire accents wound the air, 

** Know death fhall lock thy ftiffning frame.” 


_ 


« Hark! that loud bell which fullen tolls! 

“© Tt wakes a fhriek of woe, 

« From yawning depths below ; 

«¢ Shri] through this hollow vault it rolls!” 
«© A deed was done in this black cell, 

«* Unfit for mortal ear! 

«¢ A deed was done, when toll’d that knell, 
¢¢ No human heart could live and hear ! 


lil. 3, 


% Rouze thee from thy numbing trance, 

“« Near yon thick gloom advance ; 

* The folid cloud has fhook ; 

«© Arm all thy foul with ftrength to look.— 
«« Enough ! thy ftarting locks have rofe, 

«© Thy limbs have fail’d, thy blood has froze : 
* On fcenes fo foul, with mad affright, 

* | fixno more thy faften’d fight.” 
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«“ Thofe trouhled phamtoms melt away ! 

« J lofe the fenfe of care— 

“ J feel the vital air— 

“ J fee, I fee the light of day !— 

«¢ Vifidns of blifs! eternal powers! 

« What force has fhook thofe hated walls? 

«© What arm has rent thofe threat’ning towers? 
© Jt falls---the guilty fabric falls!” 


Ill. 2. 


«© Now, favour’d mortal, now behold ! 

* To foothe thy captive ftate, 

« T ope the book of fate, 

6¢ Mark what its regifters unfold ! [ 
¢¢ Where this dark pile in chaos lies, 

«© With nature's execrations hurl’d, 

«¢ Shall Freedom’s facred temple rife, 

« And charm an emulating world ! 


Ir. 1 


«¢ ’Tis her awak’ning voice commands 
« Thofe firm, thofe patriot bands, 

‘© Arm'd to avenge her caufe, 

« And guard her violated Jaws !--. 

“ Did ever earth a fcene difplay 

** More glorious to the eye of day, 

«¢ Than millions with according mind, 
** Who claim the rights of human kind? 


By. ‘8 


« Does the fam’d Roman page fublime, 

* An hour more bright unroll, 

* ‘To animate the foul, 

** Than this, lov’d theme of future time ?--- 

*« Pofterity, with rev’rence meet, 

¢ The confecrated act fhall hear ; 

Age fhall the glowing tale ‘repeat, 

* And youth fhall drop the burning tear ! 
IV: 2. 

“« The peafant, while he fondly fees 

** His infants round the hearth, 

* Purfue their fimple mirth, 

* Or emuloufly climb his knees, 

No more bewails their future lot, 

* By tyranny’s ftern rod opprett ; 


*“ While Freedom guards his {traw-roof’d cot, 
And all his ufeful toils are blett. 
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« Philo- 
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i 
«« Philofophy! oh, fhare the meed 
« Of Freedom’s nobleft deed! 
« ’Tis thine each truth to fcan, 
« Guardian of blifs, and friend of man! 
'« Tis thine all human wrongs to heal, 
« Tis thine to love all nature’s weal ; 
«“ ‘To give each gen’rous purpofe birth, 
«« And renovate the gladden d earth.” 


Commendation of MILTON’s TASTE in defcribing RURAL 


SCENERY. 


[From the GarbeN, a Poem, tranflated from the French of the Abbé de 


Liiik.] 


In your gardens love wild Nature's plan ; 

5 For God himfelf the model gave to man! 
When Milton’s hands the blefs’d afyium wove, 
Where our firft parents wander’d rich in love ; 
Did he with frigid rules each path reftrain? 

Did he in fetters vile the waves enchain ? 

Did he a load of foreign {plendors fling, 

O’er earth’s foft infancy, and earlieft {pring ? 

No! artlefs, unconfin’d, there Nature bland 

With lovelieft fancies deck’d the laughing land. 

Of hills and vales the bright confufion gay, 

And ftreams, that as they lift, meand’ring play. 

The doubtful paths that ever wind along, 

Still with new views their varying joys prolong. 
There ever {tray their eyes with treth delight, 
Unknowing where to fix the ravifh’d fight. 

O'er the green velvet of th’ enamell’d meads, 

A thoufand trees wave high their tufted heads, 

And charm each fenfe of {mell, of taite or view, 
With blofloms fair, or fruits of glofly hue. 

Or in thick clumps, or negligently {pread, 

They clofe, or fly; here from a deep’ning glade, 

A land{cape gay expands its op’ning charms : 

There to the ground low bend their branching arms, 
And gently check their fteps, or in mid air 

High o'er their heads a verdant chaplet rear ; 

Or as they mufe beneath the noontide bow’r, 

Fling o’er their hair, a bloomy fcented fhow’r. 
Why fhould I fing the lufcious fhrubs, the vines, 
Where round each bow’r their verdant curtain twines ? 
There blufhing like the rifing morn, while love 
Beam’d from each eye, Eve fought the nuptial grove, 
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And to her youthful lover’s longing arms 
Obfequious yielded all her virgin charms. 
The genial hour exulting Nature hails, 
Their fighs ecftatic fwell the gentle gales, 
Murmur the waves, fair {mile the heav’ns above, 
And joyful earth congratulates their love ; 
Whifper the groves, the rofe inclines its head, 
And flings frefl odours o’er the bridal bed. 

O joys ineffable! O happy pair ! 
How blefs’d, like you, who 'mid their gardens fair 
May dwell, from painful pride afar, may rove 
’*Mid fruits and flow’rs with innocence and love, 


DESCRIPTION of a SEA STORM. 


[From Apriano, of the Firft of June, by the Author of the Village 
. Curate. ] ~ 


O from the fhore they launch’d, 
Bound to no port, but deftin’d on a cruife, 

A morning's cruife for fifth, Pleas’d was the youth; 
With utmoft joy he faw the wood recede, 
Beheld his cottage dwindled to a {peck, 
Obferv'd the fnow-white cliffs to right and left 
Unfolding their wide barrier to his view, 
And felt the boat bound gaily o’er the waves 
Light asa cork. He took the heli rejoic’d, 
And right before the wind held on his courfe 
Unheeding. ”Twas in vain his bufy friends 
Advis'd a diff’rent courfe, to gain with eafe 
The fhore he left. He pada went on, 
And never dream’d of danger and delay 
Never experienc’d. Faft into the waves 
Sinks the far diftant hore. The lofty cliff 
Stoops to the water, and his hoary brow 
At ev'ry wave feems buried in the flood. 
And now the gloomy clouds collect, A ftorm 
Coimes mutt’ring o’er the deep, and hides the fun. 
Huth’'d is the breeze, and the Nigh-lifted wave, 
Portending fpeedy danger, to the fhore 
Jn lurid Goate rolls. In tenfold gloom 
The ftormy fouth is wrapt, and his grim frown 
Imparts unufual horror to the deep. 
Now to the fhore too late young Gilbert turns. 
The breeze is funk, and o’er the mounting waves 
Labours the bark in vain. To the fteut oar 
‘The fither and his fon repair, and pull, 
Alarm’d for fafety, till their flowing brows 
‘Trickle with dew. And oft the anaiousyouth 


Looks back amaz’d, and fees the lightning play, ies 
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§and hears the thunder, and beholds a fea 
Ready to burftapon him. Oft he thinks 
Of Anna and Sophia, and of thee 
Much-lov'd Maria, and thy aged fire, 
Never perhaps again to walk with you, 
To hear you fpeak, to live upon your fiiles: 
Ye haplefs pair, what fhall become of you, 
No brother to defend you, and no father ? 

But faft the ftorm increafes. The {trong fafa 
Inceffant gleams upon the curling wave. 
Round his dark throne in awful majefty 
The thunder marches ; his imperious roar 
Shakes the proud arch of heay’n. And now the fhow'’r 
Begins to drop, and the unfteady guft 
Sweeps to the fliore, and ftoops the flying boat 
F’en to the brink. Small diftance then, my friends, 
’Twixt life and death ; a mere hair's breadth. And yet 
Far, very far, appears the wifh’d-for port. 
And lo! between yon rocks now feen, now loft 
Buried in foam, and high the milky furge 
Rolls its proud catara¢t along the hee 
Accefs denying. ‘To the frowning cliff 
Approach not. Mark the ftrong recoiling wave, 
E’en to the bafe of the high precipice 
It plunges headlong, and the ftedfaft hill 
‘Wears with eternal battery. No bark 
Of forty times your ftrength in fuch a fea 
Could live a moment. “Twere enough to wreck 
A Britifh navy, and her ftouteft oak 
Shiver to atoms, 


The COUNTRY BALL. 


{From Amusement, a Poetical Effay, by Henry James Pre, Efq.] 


RITANNIA fcarcely owns a town fo {mall 
As not to boaft its periodic ball, 

Where, when full-orb’d, Diana pours her light, 
And gilds the darknefs of the wintry night, 
The village beaux and belles their hours employ 
In the full fwing of fafhionable joy :— 
Afide the unfinifh’d handkerchief is thrown, 
And the fair fempftrefs now adjufts her own ; 
The apothecary quits the ities pee 
Even the attorney drops his venal quill, 
And, as his eyes the {prightly dance behold, 
Forgets to drain the widow's purfe of gold.— 
To thefe ‘tis joy.—But even the courtly train, 


Anxious the dregs of pleafure’s bowl to drain, 
When, 
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When, fully fated with each fplendid fhow 
That elegance and grandeur can beftow, 
To rural folitude they fly, will there 
This faint refleétion ot sneateinaré fhare. 


When from Southampton’s or from Brighton’s fhore, 


Which charm’d when London’s revelry was o'er “ 

The fading beauty of autumnal hours, 

Recalls the fportfman to his dative hata, 

"Yo tell his netehbours all the toils of {tate, 
Recount of public cares the enormous weight, 
And how he fhimber’d through the long de bate ; 
His wite and daughters quit thé Gothic hall 

"To tafte the raptures of the ruftic ball. 

‘The high-born mifles, infolent and vain, 

Scorn while th ey mingle with the homely train, 
Still at the top, in {pite cf order, ftand, 

And hardly touch a mean p! lebeia n hand: 

While madam, eager mid the card-room’s ftrife, 
Infults the Jaw yer s and the curate’s wife, 

Now {miles contensptiious, now with anger burns, 
And domineers and fcolds, and cheats by turns ; 
Pleas'd on the village gentry to retort 
Slights fhe receiv es from duchetles a at court. 


The COUNTRY FATR. 
[From the fame Work. ] 


EHOLD the tranfports of von feftive fcene, 
Where the wide country on the tented green 

Its inmates pours, impatient all to fhare 

‘The expected pleafures of the annual fair !— 

See to the amorous youth and village ie. 
The pedlar’s filken treafury difplay ‘ds 

"The liquor iff i boy the yellow fimnel eyes, 

T he champion’s cudgel wins the env ied prize ; 

‘he martial trumpet calls the gazers in 

Where lions roar, or fierce hyenas grin.— 
Refpontive to the tabor’s fprightly found 
Behold the jingling morrice beat the ground, 
The neighing courfer fleck and trick’d for fale, 
Grains in his paunch and ginger in his tail ; 
‘The dwarf and giant painted to the life, 

The fpirit-ftirring drum, and fhrill-ton’d fife, 
Prelufive to the warlike {peech that charins 
The kindling heroes of the plain to arms.— 
Here blifs unfeign 'd in every eye we trace, 
Here heart-felt mirth illumines every face, 
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For pleafure here has never learn’d to cloy, 

But days of toil enliven hours of joy. 

Jov, how unlike its unfubftantial fhade 

Which faintly haunts the midnight mafquerade, 

Where the diftorted vizard ill conceals 

The deep ennui each languid bofom feels, 

And, but for fhame, each vot'ry of delight, 

Fatigued with all the nonfenfe of the night, 

Would, like {quire Richard feek with fated eve 

Wreftling and backfword for variety. ; 
Nor do I fable—worn with conftant care 

Of fev’rith riot and fantaftic glare, 

From {plendid luxury our youth refort 

To all the roughnefs of barbarian fport, 

And leave each fofter elegance of town 

‘fo fhare the paftime of the ruitic clown ; 

. Croud to behold, on the forbidden ftage, 
Chriftian and Jew in bloody fight engage, 
Amufementfn a fraétur’d fhoulder f{py, 

And gaze with rapture on a batter'd eye. 


VERSES by VOLTAIRE, not inferted in his Works, 
[Communicated by a Friend.] 


IMITATION de TODE du R.P. ce FAV fur SAINTE 
GENEVIEVE™*. 


UW’APPERCOIS-JE? Eft-ce une déefle 
Qui s’offre 4 mes regards furpris? 

Son afpect répand l’allegreffe, 
Et fon air charme mes efprits. 
Un flambeau brillante de lumiere, 
Dont fa chafte main nous éclaire, 
Jette un feu mauveau dans les ans. 
Quels fons! quelles douces merveilles 
Viennent de trapper mes oreilles 
Pour dinimitables concerants ! 
Un chocur d'efprits faints ’environne 
Et lui prodigue des honneurs : 
Les uns foutiennent fa couronne, 
Les autres la parent de fleurs. 
O miracle! 6 beautés nouvelles! 
Je les vois déployant leurs ailes 
Former un Tréne fous fes pieds. 


* C’e& le premier euvrage imprimé de M. de Voltaire. IJ le compofa au Coll’ge de 
Louis le Grand, of il toitPenfionnaire et Ecolicre de Rhetorique fous le Pere le Jay, et 
le Pere Perc:. 1 fe treuve dans un recueil fort rare imprimé dans le tems. Ah 
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Ah ! je {cai qui je vois paroitre ! 
France! ponvez-vous méconnoitre 
L’Heroine qui vous voyez? 





Oui, ceft vous qué Paris révere 
Comme le foutieri de fes leys, 
Genevieve, illuftre Bergere, 

Quel bras les 1 mieux garantis ? 
Vous, qui, par d’invifibles armes, 
Toujours au fort de nos allarmes, 
Nous rendites victorieux ; 

Voici le jour ot la memoire 

De vos bienfaits, de votre gloire, 
Se renouvelle dans ces lieux. 





Du milieu d'un brillante image, 

Vous voyez les humbles mortels 

Vous rendre a l’envie leurs hommagey 
Proftern -s devant vos antels, 

Et les puiffances Souveraines 
Remettre entier vos mains les rénes 
D'un empire A vos lois foumis, © 
Reconnoiffant et pleine de zéle 

Que n’ai-je-fgu, comme eux fidele, 
Acquitter ce gue j'ai promis ! 


Mais hélas! que ma confcience 
M’offre un fouvenir doloureux ! 
Une coupable indiff:rence 
M’a pu faire oublier mes veux. 
Confus j’en entends le murmure; 
Malheureux ! je fuis donc parjure! 
Mais non; fidele déformais, 
i jure ces autels antiques, 

avés de vos faintes reliques, 
D'accomplir les yoeux que j’ai faits: 


Vous, tombeau facré que j’honore, 
Enrichi des dons de nos Rois, 

Et vous, Bergere, qui j‘implore, 
Ecoutez ma timide voix ! 
Pardonnez A mon impuiffance, 

$1 ma foible reconnoiffance 

Ce peut égaler vos faveurs. 

D’in méme 3} contenter facile, 

Ne croit point l'offrande trop vile 
Que nous lu faifons de nos cceurs: 


Les Indes pour moi trop avares, 
Fount couler l'or en d'autres mats, 
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Jen’a point de ces meubles rares 
Qui flattent l’orgueil des humains. 
Loin d’une fortune opulente, 
Aux tréfors que je vous préfente 
Ma feule ardeur donne du prix; 
Et fi cette ardeur peut vous plaire, 
Agréez que j’ofe vous faire 
Un hommage de mes écrits. 


Eh! quoi, puis-je dans le filence 

Enfévelir ces nobles noms 

De proteétrice de la France, 

Et de ferme appui des Bourbons! 

_— nos campagnes arides 
rompant nos attentes timides, 

Vous durant leur fertilité, 

Et par votre feule priere, 

Vous défarmates la colere 

Du ciel contre nous irrité. 


La mort méme, a votre préfence, 

Arrétant fa cruelle faulx, 

Rendit des hommes 4 Ja France 

Qu’alloient dévorer les tombeaux. 

Maitreffe du fejours des ombres, 

—- plus profond des lieux fombres, 
ous fites revéree vos loix. 

Ah m’étes vous plus notre mere, 

Genevieve, ou notre mifere 

Eft-elle moindre qu’autrefois ? 


Regardez Ja France en allarmes, 
Qui de vous attend fon fecours! 

En proye a la fureur des armes, 
Peut-elle avoir d’autre recours ? 
Nos flames devenus rapides 

Par tant de cruels homicides. _ 
Sont teints du fang de nos guerriers. 
Chaque été forme des tempétes 

Qui fonde fur d’illuftre tetes, 

Et frappent jufqu’ a nos lauriers. 


ee vois en des villes brulées 
egner la Mort et la terreur : 

Je vois des plaines defolées 

Aux vainqueurs méme faire horreur. 
Vous qui pouvez finir nos peines, 

Et calmer de funeftes fcénes, | 
Rendez nous une aimable paix! 
Que Bellone de fers chargee 


Y. 
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Dans Jes Enfers foit replong*e, 
Sans efpoir d’en fortir jamais. 
FRANCOIS AROUET, 
Ftudiant en Rhetorique, 
& Penfionnaire au College 
de Louis Le Grand. 


ODE to the GLOW-WORM. 
[By Peter Pinvar, Efq,] 


RIGHT ftranger, welcome to my field, 
Here feed in fafety, here thy radiance yield ; 
To me, O nightly be thy fplendor giv'n : 
O could a wifh of mine the {kies command, 
How would I gem thy leaf with lib’ral hand, 
With every {weeteft dew of heav’n ! 


Say, doft thou kindly lioht the fairy train, 
Amidft their garabols on the {tilly plain, 
Hanging thy lamp upon the moiften’d blade ? 
What lamp fo fit, fo pure as thine, 
Amidft the gentle elfin band to fhine, 
And chace the horrors of the midnight fhade ! 


Oh! may no feather’d foe difturb thy bow’r, 
And with barbarian beak thy Ufe devour : 

Oh! may no ruthlefs torrent of the fky, 
O’erwhelming force thee from thy dewy feat ; 
Nor tempetts tear thee from thy green retreat, 

And bid thee midft the humming myriads die. 


Queen of the infect world, what leaves delight ? 
~ Of fuch thefe w illing hands a bow’r fhall form, 
To guard thee from the rufhing rains of night, 
And hide thee from the wild wing of the ttorm. 


Sweet child of ftillnefs, ’midft the awful calm 
Of paufing nature thou art pleas’d to dwell ; 
In happy filence to enjoy thy balm, 
; And thed through life a luftre round thy cell. 


How diffrent man, the imp of noife and ftrife, 
Who courts the ftorm that tears and darkens life; 
Bleft when the paffions wild the foul invade ; 
How nobler tar to bid thofe whirlwinds ceafe ; 

To tafte like thee, the luxury of peace, 
And fhine in folitude and fhade ! | ane 


ODE 
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ODE to his BARN. 


> [By the Same.] 


Y Lacedzemon men attack’d, 
_) When Thebes, in day of yore, was fack'd, 
And nought the fury of the troops could hinder ; 
What's true, yet marv'lous to rehearfe, 
So well the common foldiers relith'd verfe, 
They fcorn’d to burn the dwelling-houle of Pindar. 


With awe did Alexander view 
The houfe of my great coufiri too, 
And, gazing on the building, thus he figh’d--- 
« General Parmenio, mark that houfe before ye ! 
«© That lodging tells a melancholy {tory : : 
« There Pindar liv’d (great Bard!) and there he died 


«“ The King of Syracufe, all nations know it, 
«© Was celebrated by this lofty Poet, 
« And made immortal by his ftrains : 
“ Ah! could I find like him a bard, to fing me ; 
“© Would any man, like him a Poet bring me ; 
% T’d give him a good penifion for his pains, 


« But, ah! Parmenio, ’mongft the fons of en, 
“ This world will never fee his like agen ; 
“ The greateft Bard that ever breath’d 13 dead ! 
“ General Parmenio, what think you ?”--- 
“ Indeed ’tis true, my Liege, "tis very true,” 
Parmenio cry’d, and, fighing, fhook his head: 


Then from his pocket took a knife fo nice, 
With which he chipp’d his cheefe and onions, , 
And from a rafter cut a handfome flice, 
To make rare toothpicks for the Macedonians ; 
Juft like the toothpicks which we fee 
At Stratford made, from Shakefpear’s mulb’ry-tree. 


What pity that the Squire and Knight 
Knew not to prophecy as well as fight ; 

Then had they known the future men of metre ; 
Then had the General and the Monarch fpied, 
In Fate’s fair book, our nation’s equal pride, 

That very Pindar’s Confia Peter! 

31790, M 
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Daughter of thatch, and ftone, and mud, 
When I, no longer fiefh and blood, 
Shall join the lyric bards fome helf a dozen 
Meed of high worth, and, ‘midft th’ Elyfian plains, 
To Horace and Alcaus read my ftrains, 
Anacreon, Sappho, and my great old Coufin ; 


On thee fhall rifing generations ftare, 
That come to Kingfbridge and to Dodbrook Fair : 


For fuch thy hiftory, and mine fhall learn ; 


Like Alexander fhall they ev'ry one 
Heave a deep igh and fay, “ Since Peter’s gone, 
With rev’rence let us look upon his Barn.” 


On th DEATH of Mr. HOWARD 
[By Dr. Arxin.J 


O-VARD, thy tafk is done! thy mafter calls, 
And fummons thee from Cherfon’s diftant wails 
« Come, well approv’d! my faithful fervant, come! 
** No more a wand rer, feek thy deftin’d home. 
“* Long have I mark‘d thee with o’er-ruling eye, 
« And fent adinising angels from om high, 
“ To walk the paths of danger by thy fide, 


«« From death to fliield thee, and through {nares to guide. 


« Mv minifter of good, I've fped thy way, 

«¢ And fliot thro’ dungeon-glooms a leading ray. 

* To footh, by thee, with kind unhop’éd relief 

“ My creatures loft---and whelm’d in: guilt and grief ; 
“ T’ve led thee, ardent, on thro’ wond’ring climes, 

# ‘To combat human woes and human crimes. 

“« But ‘tis enough---thy great commiffion’s o’er, 

“ J prove thy Pith, thy zeal, thy love, no more: 

“« Nor droop, that far from country, kindred, friends, 
« Thy life, to duty long devoted, ends ; 

* What boots it where the high reward is gtv’n, 

“ Or whence the foul triumphant forings to heaven?” 


SONNET to the SEFTING-SUN. 
[From Mrs. Pearson’s Poems. } 


ARENT of Beauty! oft as I behold 
The veil of evening thy refplendence fhroud, 
See thee empurple yon flow-failing cloud, 
And o’er the ocean fhow’r a paler gold 3. 
: z 


And 
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And from this height difcern a deeper hue 

Steal o’er yon wood, checking the linnet'’s lay, 
Hear its mellifluous cadence die away, : 
And mark the rock-rofe droop beneath the dew ; 


The grandeur of his powerful hand I own, 

Who clothes ii amber light thy morning-throne, 
And bids thee in the zenith radiant fhine ; 

But when from weftern ikies thy beauty flows, 
His mercy in thy foften’d fplendor glows, 

And fills my penfive foul with love divine ! 


SONNET to HOPE. 
{From the Firft Volume of Jutia, by Mifs Wir 


H, ever fkill’d to wear the form we love! 
To bid the fhapes of fear and gricf depart, 
Come, gentle Hope! with one gay imile remove 
The lafting fadnefs of an aching heart. 
Thy voice, benigh enchantrefs! let me hear ; 
Say that for me fome pleafures yet fhall bloom! 
That fancy’s radiance, friendthip’s precious tear, 
Shall foften, or fhall chafe, misfortune’s gloom.--- 
But come not glowing in the dazzling ray 
Which once with dear illufions charm’d my eye! 
Oh ftrew no more, {weet flatterer ! on my way 
. The flowers I fondly thought too bright to die, 
Vifions lefs fair will footh my penfive breaft, 
That afks not happineis, but longs for reft ! 


SONNET to the MOON. 


[From the Second Volume of the fame Work. ] 


HE glitt’ring colours of the day are fled--- 


Come, melancholy orb ! that dwell’ft with night, 


Come! and o’er earth thy wand’ring luftre thed, 
Thy deepeft fhadow and thy fofteft light. 

To me congenial is the gloomy grove, 

When with faint rays the floping uplands fhine; 
That gloom, thole penfive rays, alike I love, 
Whofe fadnefs feems in fympathy with mine ! 
But moft for this, pale orb! thy light is dear. 
For'this, benignantorb! I hail the moft, 

That while I pour the unvailing tear, 

And mourn that hope to me, in youth is loft ! 
Thy light can vifionary thoughts impart, 

And lead the Mufe to footh a fuff’ring heart. 
M2 
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To Mifs ELIZA C — N, on reading her Anfwer to a Sonne 
to the Mufes, inthe New AnnuaL RecistT&r of 


t addreffed 
laft Year, in which 
Anfwer fhe urges the Poet to fupprefs his amorous complaints, and te 
employ his Mufe on fome facred Subject. 


{An ortginal Communication-] 


Nil fine te me? 
Poflunt honores. Horace. 








Deny’d thy aid my drooping laurels die ! 


ES! charming critic ! I condemn each line ! 
Your tafte correct, and judgment difapprove : 
No more I wail the pangs of hopelefs love, 
Nor brave the vengeance of the tuneful Nine. 
Fain would my mufe effay fome truth divine, 
And the chang’d * chords with facred rapture move, 
I'd afk no angel to infpire the theme ; 
No prophet’s vifion! no extatic dream ! 
Eliza’s wifh fhould every aid fupply. 
Methinks I feel the hallow’d frenzy ftrong! 
Lo! martyr’d faints attraét my mental eye, 
The Lamb triumphant ’mid the vocal throng. 
Adas! unequal I fuch ftrains decline, 
A theme fo awful needs a mufe like thine. 


W.F. 


SONNET to the fame, occafioned by one of that young Lady’s, addreffed 
to Mercy; in which fhe reproves the Author of a Sonnet to Meran- 
cuoiy, inthe New Annuav RecistEr of laft year, with indulging a 
gloomy Difpofition, and encourages him to look forward to happier 
Hours. 


[ An original Communication-] 


Non ignara mali, miferis fuccurrere difco. 
Viacu. 


In forrow’s fchool Eliza learn'd to feel 
A f{tranger’s woe, and Pity’s balm can heal, 
The wound that gangrenes in neglect’s chill air. 


‘URE Mercy ne'er aflum’d a fairer form ! 
. ) Her bufy whifp’rings foothe my troubled foul, 
The wayward patiions own her foft controul, 
Feel vernal funihine, and forget the ftorm 


* Chang’d Chords.‘ Dacicr has obferved, when pocts intended to fing any thing 
extraordinary, they wed to change the ftrings of their lyres—fidibus nove. whofe 


..; ee. Bait my 


Whofe peft-charg’d winds fo lately could deform 
Reafon, man’s pride! that fhe with,poifon foul 
Aim’d the keen dart, and drugg’d the madd’ning bowl. 
Hence Melancholy ! feek the gloomy cell 
Of cloifter’d monks, remote from beauty’s eye, 
Who ufelefs wafte their lives in apathy : 
But henceforth fofter’d in my breaft fhall dwell 
Youthful defire, and joy, and revelry : 
Sweet Mercy comes to banifh ev’ry pain, 
The Loves and Graces imiling in her train, 
W. T. 
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DOMESTIC LITERATURE 


Of the Year 1790. 





N cafting our eye over the ar- 
rangement of our materials for 
the Hiftory of the Domeitic Litera- 
ture of the prefent year, we meet 
with a very numerous catalogue of 
publications of which we cannot 
avoid taking diftinét notice, in con- 
fiftency with the plan which,we have 
adopted, and to avoid the moft 
diftant fufpicion of invidious felec. 
tion. Jt is our wifh, however, not 
to extend our remarks to an un- 
neceflary length, while we do not treat 
any ufeful or important work with 
intentional or unbecoming neglect. 
Our Theologica} Lift begins with 
a publication which we had not feen 
when we gave our account of the 
Domeftic Literature of the year 
178g, to which it is properly to be 
referred: “ Annotations on Genefis, 
with Obfervations Doétrinal and 
Praétical, by the Rev. ‘rhomas 
Harwood.” In this work the au- 
thor does not profefs to give a new 
tranflation of the Book of Genefis ; 
or to found any claim to fuperior 
merit on the difplay of his own 
critical fkill.. His cbjeét appears to 
have been, to collate the remarks 
of fuch different writers as have 
heen he'd in high eftimation, and 
to adopt fuch of them as fhould, in 
his opinion, tend to elucidate any of 
the pailageys of the original. The 
defign of Mr. Harwood is certainly 
deferving of praife ; and he is to be 
commended for ihe diligence and 


zeal with which he hath profecuted 
it. We are, however, of Opinion, 
that many of the annotations which 
he adopts are fuch, as an intimate 
acquaintance with the Improve. 
ments introduced in the prefent age 
of biblical criticifm wou!d have led 
him to reject, as “ refulting more 
from the effervefcence of fancy than 
the decifion of judgment.” 

During the prefent year Mr. Gen- 
tleman has publifhed the fourth 
volume of the * Shortand Plain Ex- 
pofition of the Old Teftament, &c,” 
by the late Rev. Job Orton. This 
volume maintains the fame chara¢ter 
with the preceding ones, of which we 
have already expreffed our opinion, 
It contains the books of Ezra, Nehe- 
miah, Efther, Job, and the Pfalms. 

The “ New Tranflation of Haizh, 
with Notes fupplementary to thote 
ot Dr. Lowth, late Bifhop of London, 
and containing Remarks on many 
parts of his Tranflation and Notes, by 
a Layman,” is a learned and inge- 
nious work, which will be highly 
prized by the ftudent in biblical 
criticifm. To the work of Dr, 
Lowth our tranflator afcribes a high 
degree of merit, while he contenas 
that he left room for confiderable 
improvements. Befide availing him- 
felf of the fame fources of emenda 
tion with the bifhop, he has derived 
affiftance from fome fources which 
were neglected by him, and from 


. a. sae 
others which were opened after the 
me 








¢he publication of his Tranflation 
and Notes ; particularly, from De 
Rofli’s Collection of various Readings 
from Manuferipts and Editions. 
With thefe helps, and a degree of 
jnduftry and critical fkill which are 
but rarely to be met with, the au- 
thor of this work has given a verfion 
of the moft fublime of the Hebrew 
ts, fuperior to any which the 
Enel th language hath hitherto ‘been 
able to boaft of. In his arrange- 
ment he hath, we think, with ad- 
vantage to the illuftration of his 
original, departed from the method 
of bifhop Lowth, who rendered 
the prophet in lines or hemifticks, 
#s poetry, and hath adopted the 
common and more perfpicuous form 
of profe. The work is divided into 
fixty-fix fections ; not into chapters 
or verfes: thefe, however, are in- 
ferted in the margin. ‘The critical 
and explanatory notes, which are 
numerous and valuable, are, chiefly, 
laced at the end of the volume, of 
which they form by far the greater 
rt. After the opinion which we 
ave already expretfed of this work, 
it is almoft unneceffary to add that 
we warmly recommend it to thofe 
who would cultivate an accurate and 
familiar acquaintance with the facred 
writings. 

The ** New Verfion of the Book 
of Pfalms, with a Pretace and Notes, 
by the Rev. Stephen Street, M. A.” 
affords us another inftance of a com- 
mendable endeavour to extend the 
boundaries of facred literature. 
But although we are difpofed to 
beftow all due praife on the defign 
of the worthy author, and on the 
diligence and fearning which his 
refearches and conjectures difcover, 
we think, that by propofing to him- 
felf the book of Pfalms as the fubject 
of his critical labours, he undertook 
too arduous and difficult a tafk. And 
we cannot fay that we heve found 
much light thrown by him on the 
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obfeurities which abound in ovr 
common verfion. 

“Dr. Geddes's general  Anfwer 
to the Queries, Councels. and Criti- 
cifms, that have been communicated 
to him fince the Publication of his 
Propofals for printing a new Tran& 
lation of the Bible,” is a treatife re- 
plete with learning, ingenuity, and 
good humour.. It is not poffible for 
us to follow him through the com- 
preffed view avhich he has given us 
of the arguments in fupport of his 
pian, and his anfwer to the various 
criticifms which have been con- 
veyed to him. They are acute, 
forcible, and liberal. And if in 
any inftance we differ in opinion 
from the refpectable author, it does 
not diminifh our eftimation of the 
general excellence and importance 
of his work, to which we again 
heartily with fuccefs. The iit of 
his fubferibers, though not fo 
numerous as his merits entitle him 
to, is, neverthelefs, very re{pectable. 
And it will give pleaiure to every 
kberal mind, to find among the 
fubfcribers to the fame verfion of 
the Scriptures, the public libaries 
of Monafteries in Germany,- of 
feveral of the celleges in the Englifh 
and Scots Univerfities, and the names 
of feveral Catholic bifhops and 
clergy, united with thofe of our efta- 
blifhed church, and meny of the moft 
refpectable of the Diffenting clergy . 

‘The defign of the “Short Critical 
Diflertation” on part of Gen. i. 21, 
by the Rev. James Hurdis, is to 
fhew, that the word which our 
tranflators have rendered whales, 
fhould have been rendered croco- 
diles. In this opinion, which 
he fupports by feveral ingenious 
arguments, he is countenanced by 
fome of our beft commentators, 
as well as by the moft probable fenfe 
of nearly thirty other paflages in 
which the fame word occurs. 


The “ Key tothe Old Teitament 
M + aud 
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and Apocrypha, in which is given 
an Account of their feveral Books, 
their Contents, and Authors, &c. by 
Robert Gray A. M.” is an elaborate 
and intelligent publication, which 
will be ufeful to thofe who have not 
Jeifure, or who do .not. poflefs the 
mattrials for extenfiveenquiry. To 
the unlearned it may prove an in- 
ftruétive, and to the learned a con- 
venient compilation. ‘The plan 
which the author adgpts is fimilar 
with that of bifhop Percy, in his 
Key to the New Teftament; but 
much more diffufe, and aboundin 
in a greater variety of jncidental dif 
cufitons. Thefe difcuffions, from 
the diligence, ingenuity, and judg- 
ment which they difcover, are highly 
honourable tothe author. But with 
this general commendation of Mr. 
Gray’s work we muft remark, that 
the difplays of his acutenefs and 
learning, have not, in every inftance, 
had the effect of producing convic- 
tion in our minds, Among other 
knotty fubjeéts on which we have 
hefitated to admit all his opinions, 
we may mention the integrity of the 
copies of the Old Teftament, the 
infpiration of fome particular parts 
of that book, the typical meaning of 
fome of the Jewifh ceremonies, and 
the double fenfe of prophecies. 
They wha are attached to the 
ftudy of the myftical parts of ferip- 
ture, will receive with pleafure the 
Seven Prophetical Periods; or, a 
View of the different prophetical 
Periods mentioned by Daniel and St. 
John; wherein the Events that have 
happened under each Period, are 
briefly ftated from Lfiftory, and 
compared with the Predictions ;” by 
the author of Speculum Britannicum. 
That the author hath been pro- 
foundly ftudious, and that his mind 
is well furnifed with hiftorical in- 
telligence, will be readily granted 
by every perfon who perufes this 
work. We are not, however, futh- 
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ciently adepts in {peculative 
logy, to feel the force of his re 
ing, or to perceive the propri 
his applying feveral hiftorics : 


theo. 
aion- 
ty of 


ei vents 
in illuftration of prophecies which 


are fup fed to have been already 
accomplifhed. Our difficulty wil) 
naturally be imagined to be {til 
greater, when Siege relating to 
events yet to take place are the fub. 
jects of his inveftigation. Among 
other liypothefes of the author, we find 
him afiigning to mankind two re. 
furrections : the firft to the Millen. 
nium, and the fecond to the laf 
Day. The Millennium is fixed by 
him to take place, A. D. 2436; the 
laft Dav, A.D. 3:<4!! How will 
the author reconcile the truth and 
accuracy of fuch calculations with the 
affertion of our Lord, “that of that 
day and that hour knoweth no man, 
no not the Angels which are in 
heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father ?” 

“ Mr. Gilpin’s Expofition of the 
New Teftament ; intended as an In- 
troduction to the ftudy of the Scrip- 
tures, by pointing out the leading 
fenfe and connection of the Sacred 
Writings,” is the refult of many 
years labour and attention, and 1s 
offered to the world with a degree of 
modefty and diffidence, that very 
powertully recommend it to the ac- 
ceptance of the reader. This work 
is “ not intended as a fubltitute to 
the Jabours of the many learned 
men, who have commented on the 
fcripture; but rather as an intro- 
duction to them. It is meant to give 
in a fhort compafs, a general idea of 
what the commentator difcuiles at 
large: to give the fcriptures in fuch 
a drefs, as (the author humbly tup- 


ofes) they might have appeared in, 


if they had been written originally 
in Englith : and accommodated to 
the cuftoms, idioms, 
phrafeology now in ule,’ 


~ 


the defign 


and mode oj 
Such 15 
of the author; and it 1s 
I but 














‘pat juftice to acknowledge, that he 
hath executed it with very confidera- 
ble faccefS. For, notwithftanding 
that he may fometimes appear to 
fpeak too much in the language of 
yftematic theology, ’ he is, in 
general, a liberal and impartial ex- 
tor, and offers a variety of perti- 
nent obfervations, and ingenious 
criticifms, which deferve the atten- 
tionof the bibtical fcholar. Introduc- 
tory to this work Mr. Gilpin has 
given a general preface, which in- 
cludes a view of the ftate of the world 
at the time of our Saviour’s ap- 
nce; the moral and political 
character of the Jews; the fects 
which prevailed among them; the 
effects which their expectation of the 
Meffiah had produced ; the diffufion 
of the Gofpel beyond the confines of 
udea; the ftyle of the Sacred 
ritings ; the canon of Scripture ; 
explanations of perfons and things 
which frequently occur in Scripture ; 
and numerous other topics, which 
will be found of ufe in illuftrating 
the language of the Sacred Books. 
This general preface is followed by 
the life of Telus Chrift, drawn from 
the prophecies of the Old Tefta- 
ment. The author hath, likewife, 
given prefaces to each of the Goipels, 
to the acts of the Apoftles, and to the 
Epiftles, including fummaries of 
their contents, and accounts of their 
refpective writers, with illuftrative 
notes and remarks. 

Dr. Lort’s « Short Commentary 
onthe Lord's Prayer,” was publifhed 
by him, principally with a view to 
the fupport of the literal meaning 
of our Lord’s temptation, and of 
the authenticity of the concluding 
part, or the doxology of the prayer. 

n purfuing his plan, he diicovers 
much ingenuity and adroitnefs in 
criticiim. Whether he hath written 
la manner to produce conviction, 
Oy not, will be dilierently contended 
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according to the different views 
which his readers may entertain 
Chriftian doétrine. They wh 
opinions accord with the articles af 
our eftablifhed church, wil] be led, 
as well from his principal defign, as 
from the collateral fubjects which he 
introduces, to place him on their litt 
of the redoubtable champions of the 
faith. 

Mr. Cruttwell’s “ Concordance 
of Parallels, collected from Bibles 
and Commentaries which have been 

ublifhed in Hebrew, Latin, French, 
talian, Spanifh, Englifh, and other 
Languages, with the Authorities of 
each,” isa work which will be found 
of confiderable ufe-to the biblical 
ftudent. The defign of it is, * to 
collect all the paffayes of the Old 
and New Teftaments, fuppofed to 
have any relation to each other, fo 
as to form a Concordance of Paral- 
lifms, which may exhibit in one 
view the frequency of repetition and 
variety of expreilion of the fame 
fubject, as the frequency of repeti- 
tion and pvariety of fituation of the 
fame word is exhibited in ordinary 
Concordances; and which may 
ferve as a Concordance to the bible 
in any language.” To unwearied 
labour, and painful accuracy, a 
work of this kind muft be indebted 
for any fuperior claims which it 
may have to excellence. Of thete 
requifites the author, appears to have 
been poflefied in an uncommon de- 
gree. And it is but juftice to fay that 
he has executed his plan in a manner 
that renders him deferving of the 
patronage of the public. — 

Among the publications which 
have appeared in defence of the 
authenticity of the Sacred Writings, 
the moft honourable rank is due to 
“ Hore Pauline; or, the Truth of 
the Scripturs Hiltory of ot. Paul 
evinced, by a Comparifon of tae 
Epiftles which bear his Name, we 

the 
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the AGsof the Apoftles, ani withone 

another ; by William Paley, M. A. 
Archdeacon of Carlifle.’ The au- 
thor of this work does not purfue 
the beaten track, which has been fo 
frequently occupied by the advocates 
for revelation. His object is, “ to 
brine together, from the acts of the 
#poftles, and from the different 
epifties, fuch pailages as furnifh ex- 
amples of undetigned coincidence.” 
He has, alfo, “ fo far enlarged upon 
this plan, as to take into it fome 
circumftances found in the epiftles, 
which contributed ftrength to the 
conclufion, though not ftriy ob- 
ects of comparifon.” In purfuing 
his defien, Mr. Paley conducts his 
‘arguments with a degree of candor 
and liberality, that muft bave a very 
powerful effect on the open and un- 
prejudiced mind. He does not re- 
quire that the truth of any part of 
the Apoftolic Hiftory fhould be taken 
for granted. He only afks for the 
fame credit as would be given to 
writings fuppofed “ to have been 
Jately difcovered in the library of the 
Efcurial, and to come to our hands 
deftitute of any extrintic or collateral 
evidence whatever.” And frem a 
fair comparifon of facts and circum- 
ftances, Which eftablith an evidence 
fuch as never was recurred to in at- 
tetting fafehood, he, ina mafterly 
and fatistactory maaner, draws the 
conchufion, that the perfons and 
tranfactions fpoken of were real, the 
letters authentic, and the narration 
true. This work is diftinguifhed 
throughout by that ingenuity, acute- 
nefs of inveftication, and critical 
dkill which have on former occafions, 
given a high degree of reputation 
to the name and writings of Mr. 
Palev. And it ts with great pleafure 
thet, m the volume betore us, we 
have feen thefe talents fo fuccefs- 
fully exeried in the caufe of Chrif 
fianuy. 
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“ ‘The Groundsand Reafons of the 
truth of Chriftianity, by way of 
Queftion and Anfwer, defigned for 
the ufe of the Younger, and lefs in. 
ftructed Chriftians, by the late Rey 
Mr. Milway,” will be found to bea 
judicious and ufeful performance, 
affording a comprefled, but per- 
fpicuous view of the evidences of 
Chriftianity, adapted not only to 
the capacities of young perfons, but 
for the convenience and information 
of thofe who are in more advanced 
periods of life. It is to the honour 
of Mr. Milway’s memory, that, on 
fuch a fubject, he hath avoided all 
approaches to polemic controverfy, 
and given fuch a view of the Chrif. 
tian doctrines, as all liberal minds, 
however differing im opinion, will 
acquiefce in. “Lhe authors from 
whom he has derived his principal 
affittance are, Grot:, Clarke, 
Lardner, Chandler, and Grove. 

To thofe who have not leifure for 
perufing larger works, the “ Effay 
on the [ruth and Infpiration of the 
Holy Scriptures, by D. Taylor,” 
will be an acceptable and ufetu! pre- 
fent. The author does not enter into 
a full examination of objections, but 
offers to his readers a fummary of 
the principal arguments in favour of 
the fide of the queftion which he 
takes, collected trom different au- 
thors, and arranged with judgment 
and perfpicuity. ‘The moft orthodox 
believer will not find any thing in 
Mr. Taylor's View of the Doctrine of 
of Infpiration, which will give a 
fhock to his prejudices. 

‘The “ Letters addrefied to the 
Apologift for the Religion of Na- 
ture,” are the produétions of a candid 
and well informed mind, anxious to 
counteraét the poifon, to individuals 
and fociety, conveyed in the wild 
opinions of that writer. The pott- 
tions of his opponent are contefied 
by our author with an ability and 
; Ail} 
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much more than fufficient 
to expofe their futility and ex. 
travagance ; and his labour in, 
this rele work, will meet with 
ce from believers in the 
doftrine of a future ftate. They 
may, however, except again{t fome 
of our author’s conceflions ; and 
icularly againit what he fays’ on 
the infufhciency of the natural 
arguments for the immortality of 
the foul. 

Tite “ Obfervations on the Four 
Gofpels, fhewing their Defeéts, and 
how far thofe Defects together with 
the Writings of St. Paul, have mifled 
the Compilers of our.Church Ser- 
vice, &c.” contain an Injudicious and 
feeble attempt of one who ftiles hiin- 
fla “ Friend to Truth,” to weaken 
the evidence in favour of-revelation. 
But there is not any thing fufficiently 
new or ftriking in his work, to ob- 
tain for it any great fhare of com- 
mendation from the moft fceptical 
mind. It is folely employed in 
enumerating what appear to the 
author to be defects or inconfiftencies 
ia the gofpels, the acts of the apot- 
tles, and the epiftles; and in com- 
menting on the Scripture Hiftory 
with pertnefs, which he miftakes for 
wit. The friends of Chriftianity 
may reft affured, that their religion 
has nothing to dread from the efforts 
of fuch foes. 

The treatife entitled  Theolo- 
gical Tracts, in Verfe and Profe ; in 
which it is tried to fhew that the 
Kingdom of Heaven is governed by 
Men, who are among us and alive 
like ourfelves,” under the pretence 
of removing the doubts and difli- 
culties fuggefted to the free enquirer 
into the divine origin of Chrif- 
tianity, contains a covert, but im- 
potent attack on the truth of that 
religion, which can wear the fha 
of argument ony to the eye of the 
yRorant and unjnformed. As a 
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compofition, this work is entitled 
to no more praife, in point of 
method and perfpicuity, than it is 
irom the infidious intention with 
which it was penned. 

“ The author of the “ New 
Syftem of Religion,” is miftaken in 
fuppofing that he is a difcoverer, in 
the regions of hypothetical theology. 
The crude and inconfiftent opinions 
which he advances, may all be traced 
into the exploded dogmas of ancient 
polytheifin. As far as our readers 
deem thofe principles fuperior in 
wifdom and utility to the principles 
of the Chriftian Faith, fo far will 
they be difpofed to concur with this 
author, in reviving creeds, which 
even fober heathenifm had rejected 
above two centuries ago. 

* The world proved to be not 
Eternal, nor Mechanical, but the 
Creature and Subject of God,” is a 
compilation of arguméfits, on the 
fubject expreffed in the title, from 
the works of Sir Haac Newton, 
bifhop Cumberland, and Dr. Keill. 
It is drawn up ina conneéted and 
per{picuous form ; and may be ufeful 
in fortifving young minds againft 
the gloomy and comfortlefs prin- 
ciples of atheifm. 

The * Remarks on the Religious 
Sentiments of learned Laymen, &c.” 
are intended to obviate the prejudice 
again{t Chrittianity, frequently at- 
tempted to be inftilled into unin- 
formed minds, that it is the fole 
offspring of an interefted clergy, 
who fupport: its pretenfions becaufe 
it is their trade, and that they are 

aid for it. ‘To prove that a belief 
of that religion is not inconfiftent 
with wifdom, learning, and the moft 
extenfive information, the author 
appeals to the writings of fome’ of 
the moit eminent laymen who have 
adorned this country, who could not 
be prejudiced by intereft, or fecular 


confiderations of any kind. Among 
other 
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other venerable names in his lift 
we meet with thofe of fir Ifaac 
Newton, Mr. Boyle, Mr. Locke, 
fir Matthew Hale, Mr. Addifon, 
Mr. Nelfon, lord. Lyttleton, Mr. 
Weft, and Soame Jenyns. The defign 
of this author is highly comimend- 
able ; and he hath executed it in a 
plain, difpailionate manner, calcu- 
lated to make good impreilions on 
minds entainted by the poifon of 
incredulity. 

Mr. Whitely, by “ an Effay on the 
following Subject, when the Fullnefs 
oat Time was come, God fent forth 
his Son,” hath gained another of 
the annual Norrifian prizes, from 
the Univerfity of Cambridge. In 
this eflay, as well as in his former 
fuccefsful ones, the author appears 
to have paid a-clofe and judicious 
attention to the fubject for competi- 
tion, and to have arranged his argu- 
ments with a degree of precifion and 
elegance that ftrongly recommend 
his little work. His readers, how- 
ever, will not expect to meet with 
any thing new, on a fubjeét which 
hath fo frequently employed the 
pens of very able writers, and on 
which, almoft every thing that can 
be faid, hath already been faid, and 
in the moft forcible maaner. 

Dr. Beil’s ** Enquiry, whether 
any Doétrine relating to the Nature 
and Effects of the Lord’s Supper, can 
be juftly founded on ihe Difcourfe 
of our Lord, recorded in the fixth 
chap. of the Gofpel of St. John,” is 
publifhed as a jupplement to his 
excellent treatife on the Authority, 
Nature, and Defign, of the In{titution 
of Chrift, commonly called the 
Communion, and the Lord’s Supper, 
ef which we expretied our opinion 
in the firft volume of our Periodical 
Labours. The fame good fenfe and 
liberality, and clear conception of 
his iubject, are difcernible in the 
prefent, as in the author's former 
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publication. His commentary 
reafoning appear to us to afford fatis. 
factory proof, that the difcourte of 
our Lord of which he treats, cannot 
be fairly interpreted as having any 
relation to the nature or effects of 
the Lord’s Supper; and that the 
opinions which have obtajned re. 
ipecting this rite, afcribing eternal 
lite to the reception of it, are utterly 
incompatible, as well with the con. 
ditions of pardon which the gofpel 
reveals, as the moral doétrines which 
it contains, 

The intention of Mr. Cornith’s 
little treatife entitled “ Evangelical 
Motives to Helinefs, &c.” is to fhow, 
that a belief in the doctrines of Cal- 
vinifm is not yet inconfiftent with a 
zeal for holinefs; and that though 
the Calvinift cannot rely on good 
works, he is convinced that the 
practice of them is neceilary to ever- 
laiting happinefs. ‘here is not 
much reaion to apprehend that the 
operation of {peculative principles 
can indifpofe any perfon to yield to 
the obligations of morality, who is 
willing to fubfcribe to what our au- 
thor athirms. 

Mr. Golledge in his “ Free 
Thoughts on the Death threatened 
to Adam, in cafe of Difobedience, 
&c.” enters his zealous proteft 
againft the doctrines of origanal fin 
and predeftination, as not only 1n- 
confiftent with the genuine dictates 
of reafon, but repugnant to the clear 
fen{e atid language of f{cripture. Jn 
the arguments which he ufes, he 1s 
plain, but forcible ; and in his ap- 
peals to the hearts of his readers, 
againft the enormity of fuch doc- 
trincs, he affords favourable proof 
of the juftnefs of his feelings as 4 


man, and of a becoming and lauda- 


ble concern for vindicating the 


honour of the Deity. 
The “ Vindication of fpeaking 
openly in favour of important Reh- 
; gious 
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ious Truths, efpecially thofe re- 
ing the Divine Unity,” appears 
to have been written from the beft 
of motives, and contains advice 
worthy the attention of erent of 
very oppofite religious fentiments. 
They, efpecially, who deem great 
caution and prudence to be neceflary 
when gg their oppofition to 
commonly received opinions, will 
meet with fome things in it which 
deferve their ferious confideration. 

In our account.of the Domeftic 
Literature of the year 1788, we 
announced the publication of Mr. 
Lindfey’s “« Vindicie Prieftleianz,” 
addrefled to the ftudents of our Eng- 
lith univerfities, im vindication of 
Dr. Prieftley’s theological and meta- 
phyficalwritings. Duringthe prefent 
year, the fame author has publifhed 
“ aSecond Addrefs to the Students 
of Oxford and Cambridge, relating 
to Jefus Chrift, and the origin of 
the great Errors concerning him, 
kc.” This volume is divided into 
three chapters. In the firft, the 
author examines the different paflages 
in each of the evangelifts, and in 
the acts of the apoftles, relating to 
the perfon and charatter of Jefus 
Chrift; and deduces various corol- 
laries from them in favour of the 
Unitarian dofrine. The objeét of 
the fecond book is to fhew, how the 
conception of this doétrine was in- 
troduced into Chriftianity by Juftin 
Martyr, from whom it detcended 
to Irenzus, Clemens Alexandrinus, 
Tertullian, and Eufebius, in whofe 
hands it gradually received that form 
under which it at this day appears 
in the creeds of the orthodox world. 
The laft chapter contains a catalogue 
of thofe falfe readings of fcripture, 
which have arifen, cither from de- 
dign or the miftakes of different 
copyifts, and of thofe miftrantlations, 
im Our common verfion, which 
Countenance the dottrine of the 
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Trinity, and of the divinity of 
Chrift. In this work, the re{pectable 
and worthy author difcovers that de- 
gree of learning and candour, which 
entitleshim to the cool and deliberate 
attention of thofe who are engaged 
in the controverfy refpecting the 
perfon of Chrift. At the fame time 
it fhould be remarked, that he is not 
deficient in zeal for what he deems 
to be the caufe of truth. But it is a 
zeal tempered by the mild and gentle 
{pirit of the goipel. 

Much of the fame fpirit appears 
in another work, entitled “ the 
Divinity of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
demonftrated from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and from the Doétrine of the 
Primitive Church; in a Series of 
Letters addrefled to the Rev. Dr. 
Jofeph Prieftley, in Anfwer to his 
Letters to the Rev. Dr. Geddes, by 
the Rev. James Barnard.” The 
plan of this author is divided into 
four parts. In the firit he endeavours 
to prove, that the doctrine of the 
Divinity of Chrift is deducible from 
the concurrent language of the Old 
and New Teftaments ; and that it 
generally obtained among the Fa- 
thers of the four firft centuries. In 
the fecond part Mr. Barnard adverts 
to the prefcriptive argument of Dr. 
Geddes, the decifion of the council 
of Nice; the importance of which 
he endeavours to fupport, againit 
the attack of Dr. Prieftley, by ad- 
ditional reafoninys. His object, in 
the third part, is to fhew, that the 
Ebionites were confidered as heretics 
in the early ages of Chriftianity ; 
and that an appeal cannot, with any 
force, be made to their teftimony 
in favour of any particular opinion. 
In the fourth part he treats of the 
faith of the primitive church, and 
attempts to prove that it was not 
Unitarian, but Trinitarian.  Al- 
though we do not perceive the con- 
clufivenefs at Mr. Barnard’s rea 
ioning, 
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other venerable names in his lift 
we meet with thofe of fir Ifaac 
Newton, Mr. Boyle, Mr. Locke, 
fir Matthew Hale, Mr. Addifon, 
Mr. Nelion, lord. Lyttleton, Mr. 
Weft, andSorme Jenyns. The defign 
of this author is highly comimend- 
able ; and he hath executed it in a 
plain, difpaflionate manner, calcu- 
lated to make good impretlions on 
minds untainted by the poifon of 
incredulity. 

Mr. Whitely, by “ an Effay on the 
following Subject, when the Fullnefs 
ot Time was come, God fent forth 
his Son,” hath gained another of 
the annual Norrifian prizes, from 
the Univerfity of Cambridge. In 
this eflay, as well as in his former 
fuccefsful ones, the author appears 
to have paid a clofe and judicious 
attention to the fubject for competi- 
tion, and io have arranged his argu- 
ments with a.degree of precifion and 
elegance that ftrongly recommend 
his litthe work. His readers, how- 
ever, will not expect to meet with 
any thing new, on a fubjeét which 
hath fo frequently employed the 
pens of very able writers, and on 
which, almoft every thing that can 
be faid, hath already been faid, and 
in the moft forcible manner. 

Dr. Beil’s ** Enquiry, whether 
any Doétrine relating to the Nature 
and Effects ot the Lord’s Supper, can 
be juftly founded on ihe Difcourfe 
of our Lord, recorded in the fixth 
chap. of the Gofpel of St. John,” is 
publifhed as a iupplement to his 
excellent treatife on the Authority, 
Nature, and Defign, ofthe In{titution 
of Chrift, commonly called the 
Communion, and the Lord's Supper, 
ei which we expretied our opinion 
in the firft volume of our Periodical 
Labours. The fame good fenfe and 
hiberality, and clear conception of 
his iubject, are difcernible in the 
prefent, as in the author's former 


publication. His commentary 
raoning appear (owt aor 
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our Lord of which he treats, cannot 
be fairly interpreted as having any 
relation to the nature or effeds of 
the Lord’s Supper; and that the 
opinions which have obtajned re. 
ipecting this rite, afcribing eternal 
lite to the reception of it, are utterly 
incompatible, as well with the con. 
ditions of pardon which the gofpel 
reveals, as the moral doétrines which 
it contains. 

The intention of Mr. Cornith’s 
little treatife entitled “ Evangelical 
Motives to Holinefs, &c.” is to fhow, 
that a belief in the doctrines of Cal. 
vinifm is not yet inconfiftent with a 
zeal for holinefs; and that though 
the Calvinift cannot rely on good 
works, he is convinced that the 
practice of them is necciiary to ever. 
laiting happinefs. ‘here is not 
much reaion to apprehend that the 
operation of {peculative principles 
can indifpofe any perfon to yield to 
the obligations of morality, who is 
willing to fubfcribe to what our au- 
thor athrms. 

Mr. Golledge in his “ Free 
Thoughts on the Death threatened 
to Adam, in cafe of Difobedience, 
&c.” enters his zealous _proteft 
avainft the doctrines of origénal fin 
and predeftination, as not only in- 
confiftent with the genuine dictates 
of reafon, but repugnant to the clear 
fenie atid language of fcripture. In 
the arguments which he ules, he 1s 
plain, but forcible ; and in his ap- 
peals to the hearts of his readers, 
againft the enormity of fuch doc- 
trincs, he affords favourable proof 
of the juftnefs of his feelings as a 


man, and of a becoming and lauda- 


ble concern for vindicating the 

honour of the Deity. ' 
The “ Vindication of {peaking 
openly in favour of important . 
g 2 











ious Truths, efpecially thofe re- 
ing the Divine Unity,” appears 
to have been written from the beft 
of motives, and contains advice 
worthy the attention of = of 
very oppofite religious fentiments. 
They, efpecially, who deem great 
caution and prudence to be neceffary 
when exprefling their oppofition to 
Saoeeily received opinions, will 
meet with fome things in it which 
deferve their ferious confideration. 

In our account of the Domeftic 
Literature of the year 1788, we 
announced the publication of Mr. 
Lindfey’s “ Vindicie Prieftleianz,” 
addrefied to the ftudents of our Eng- 
lith univerfities, im vindication of 
Dr. Prieftley’s theological and meta- 
phyfical writings. During the prefent 
year, the fame author has publifhed 
* aSecond Addrefs to the Students 
of Oxford and Cambridge, relating 
to Jefus Chrift, and the origin of 
the great Errors concerning him, 
&c.” This volume is divided into 
three chapters. In the firft, the 
author examines the different paflages 
in each of the evangelifts, and in 
the acts of the apoftles, relating to 
the perfon and chara¢ter of Jefus 
Chrift; and deduces various corol- 
laries from them in favour of the 
Unitarian doétrine. The objeét of 
the fecond book is to fhew, how the 
conception of this do¢trine was in- 
troduced into Chriftianity by Juftin 
Martyr, from whom it detcended 
to Irenaeus, Clemens Alexandrinus, 
Tertullian, and Eufebius, in whofe 
hands it gradually received that form 
under which it at this day appears 
in the creeds of the orthodox world. 
The laft chapter contains a catalogue 
of thofe falfe readings of fcripture, 
which have arifen, either from de- 
4ign or the miftakes of different 
copyiits, and of thofe miftrantlations, 
in our common verfion, which 
countenance the doctrine of the 
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Trinity, and of the divinity of 
Chrift. In this work, the refpectable 
and worthy author difcovers that de- 
gree of learning and candour, which 
entitleshim to the cool and deliberate 
attention of thofe who are engaged 
in the controverfy refpecting the 
perfon of Chrift. At the fame time 
it fhould be remarked, that he is not 
deficient in zeal for what he deems 
to be the caufe of truth. But it is a 
zeal tempered by the mild and gentle 
{pirit of the gofpel. 

Much of the fame fpirit appears 
in another work, entitled “ the 
Divinity of our Lord Jfefus Chritt 
demonftrated from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and from the Doétrine of the 
Primitive Church; in a Series of 
Letters addrefled to the Rev. Dr. 
Jofeph Prieftley, in Anfwer to his 
Letters to the Rev. Dr. Geddes, by 
the Rev. James Barnard.” The 
plan of this author is divided into 
four parts. In the firit he endeavours 
to prove, that the dottrine of the 
Divinity of Chriit is deducible from 
the concurrent language of the Old 
and New Teftaments ; and that it 
generally obtained among the Fa- 
thers of the four firft centuries. In 
the fecond part Mr. Barnard adverts 
to the prefcriptive argument of Dr. 
Geddes, the decifion of the council 
of Nice; the importance of which 
he endeavours to fupport, againit 
the attack of Dr. Prieftley, by ad- 
ditional reafoninys. His object, in 
the third part, is to fhew, that the 
Ebionites were confidered as heretics 
in the early ages of Chriftianity ; 
and that an appeal cannot, with any 
force, be made to their teftimony 
in favour of any particular opinion. 
In the fourth part he treats of the 
faith of the primitive church, and 
attempts to prove that it was not 
Unitarian, but Trinitarian. Al- 
though we do not perceive the con- 
clufivenefs @t Mr. Barnard’s rea- 
joning, 
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foning, and may fuffiect the accuracy 
of hisacquaimtance with Lcclefiaftical 
Hiftory, we are, neverthelets, dif- 
pofed ‘to beftow due pratie upon 
him, for the evident good inteution, 
ay well as the marks of labour and 
diligence which appear throughout 
“ s publication. And we cannot 

mt add, that his arguments lofe no 

ni from the temper with which 
they are conducted. W ere polemics 
in general to write unde me i- 
fluence of a fimilar fpirit, the reading 
of controvertial works, in‘! oa of 
exciting the angry and malignant 
paflions, would have ah appv eifect, 
Ta) produci ing that mutual Aoi 
ance and Chriftian good will, with- 
out which religion and zeal are only 
other names for fuperftition and 
bigotry. 

Dr. Horfley hath republifhed his 
¢ Traéts in Controverfy with Dr. 
Prieftley, upon the Hiftorical Quet- 
tion of the belief of the lirft Ages i in 
our Lord's Divinity ; with a larve 
addition of Notes, and Supplemental 
Ditcuifitions.” The avowed defign, 
of this republication ts, “ to deftroy 
Wr. Prieitley’s credit, and the au- 
thority of his name; which the 
fame of certain lucky difcoveries in 
the profecution of phyfical experl- 
ments had fet high in public efteem, 
by proof of his incompetency in 
every branch of literature connected 
with his prefent fubject.” Such are 
the words of Dr. Horiley. ‘The 
fubjects of the fupplemental difquifi- 
tions are, the hrate, “coming in the 
tleth,” as ufed by St. Polycarp in his 
Epiftle to the Philippians ; Tertul- 
lian’s teltimony againft the Uni- 
tarians, and his ufe ot the word 
Idiota ; what is found relating to the 
bbionitesin the writings of Lrenzeus in 
confutation of an argument advanced 
by Dr. Prieftley in favour of the Ebio- 
nites the fentiments of the fathers, 
and others cong¢erning the eternal 
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generation o = fon, in the neceff 
cher ies 0 i 
Orige - 1's — of a a ~ pony 
leromeso rthodox Heb C on st. 
That Dr. Hortley ha difok a en 
S uayed much 
learning and ability in thefe dif. 
quifitions, will not b doubted by thofe 
who have attended to the prog rets 
of . controverly between hin n and 
Dr. Priefiley. Wel! have, on citterent 
occallons, expreticd our opinion 
very freely onthe fu ibject sin cif} pute 
between them; and have aS 4 ‘veely 
cenlured, in their r ipective writings, 
whatever might be conftrued into 
acrumonious Soaneengt, or pertonal 
animefity. We are forry to obferve, 
thet the learned kom in takin 
leave of his opponent, fhould have 
been fo far intluenced by the heat 
ot difputation, as, on thefe erounds, 
to have frequently laid himielt open 
to fevere animadverfion. Whether 
Chrift be God, or man, and whether 
the fentiments of the early fathers 
were in favour of the one propoli- 
tion, or the other, are queftions, 
furely, which ought to be difcuffed 
with calmnefs and temper, even 
when ignorance or difingenuity 
aflume a partin the debate. Its 
to calmnefs and temper, joined as 
neceliary auxiliaries to coeaian and 
judgement, that we muft look for the 
termination of this controverfy. 

Dr. Prieftley’s ** Defences of Uni- 
tartanifm for the Years 1788 and 
178g,” contain letiers to Dr. Horfley, 
lord bifhop of St. David's, to the 
tev. Mr. Barnard, the author of 
the laft mentioned article, the Rev. 
Dr. Knowles, and the Rev. Mr. 
Hawkins, on the fubject of their 
ditlerent attacks of his theological 
writings. The ‘principal attention 


of Dr. Prieitley in this collection of 


periodical replies to antagonilts is 
directed to Dr. Hortley, and is em- 
ployed in an ingenious and {pirited 
defence of his own character and 


credit, 
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eredit, as well asa farther vindication 
of what he had urged relating to 
the opinions and language of the 
fathers, before the ceuncil of Nice. 
In his anfwer to his other opponents, 
be maintains his ufual character for 
acutenefs and critical {kill; and 
addrefles to them many confxlera- 
tions which are worthy of their 
ferious notice. Whiat is faid to Mr. 
Hawkins, in particular, on the fub- 
ct of a threefold diftinction in the 
divine nature, is rather out of the 
beaten track ef controverty ; as well 
asthe obfervations on the different 
fenfes in which a fubfcription to the 
thirty-nine articles has been vindi- 
cated, by divines of the church of 
England. 

| The “ Letters to the Rev. Dr. 
Prieftley, on the Infallibility of the 
Apoitolic Teftimeny, concerning 
the perfon of Chrift, by the Rev. 
Edward Burn,” are written with 
more fpirit than liberality ; and are 
employed rather in a declamatory 
crimination of that dreaded arch- 
heretic, than in calm argumentative 
difcufion. Among other charges 
brought againft the doctor, Mr. 
Burn wet him of aflerting the 
reafon of the individual to be the 
fole umpire in matters of faith, of 
attempting to invalidate the tefti- 
mony of the apoftles, and to dif- 
eredit the proof drawn from it. He, 
likewife, condemns his fentiments, 
as big with every mifchief, as un- 
favourable to the intereits of fociety, 
and as attacking the very bafis of 
moral obligation. 

Under fach charges it was not to 
be fuppofed that Dr. Prieftley would 
long remain filent. Accordingly, 
he foon produced his defence in 
* Letters to the Rev. Edward Burn, 
of St. Mary’s Chapel, Birmingham, 
in Anfwer to his Letters, &c.” In 
this work the author fatisfactorily 
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vindicates his fentiments agaiaft the 
attack of his opponent ; and beftows 
on him, at the fame time, a pr 
fhare of caftigation, for the temerity 
with which he had attributed to 
them confequences, totally inadmiffi- 
ble on the footing of a liberal aad 
fair confirnétion. 

Mr. Burn, in his “ Letter to Dr. 
Priefiley, in Vindication of thofe 
already addreffed to him, &c.” en- 
deavours to fupport the charges which 
he had formerly made, and com- 
plains heavily ef Dr. Prieftley, as ar 
unfair and artful difputant. We 
will leave wt to the readers of thefe 
publications to determine, how far 
the refpective combatants Yave be- 
haved according to the laws of war; 
and only obferve, with refpect to 
the work before us, that the author's 
logical powers do not appear to 
greater advantage thau in his former 
Letters. 

The “ Qbfervations on the Mira- 
culous Conception of our Saviour, 
with a particular View to the Ex- 
ceptions of Dr. Prieftiey on the Sub- 
ject,” by N. Nitbett, M. A. are 
deferving of commendation, on ac- 
count of the ability with which they 
are written, as well as the fpirit of 
genuine candor which they difcover. 
Mr. Nifbett appears to be a fincere 
enquirer after truth, who, confcious 
of his own uprightnels of intention, 
dares not arraign the integrity of 
others, and is difpofed to make 
every liberal conceflion which a 
fupreme regard to the intereft of 
truth will permit. With fuch dif- 
pofitions he appears to have entered 
on the examination of Dr. Prieftley’s 
objections to the doGrine of the 
miraculous conception, which he 
confiders under the heads of natural 
probability, internal evidence, and 
external teftimony. Thefe topics 
he difcufles at large, with an inti- 
mate 
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mate knowledge of his fubjeé, and 
without omitting any important 
arguments in favour of it. We will 
not take upon ourfelves to determine 
how far this work decides the quef- 
tion in debate ; but we will venture 
to affert, that it well deferves the 
perufal and attention of the friends 
of truth. 

Of a very different complexion 
from any of the publications which 
we have yet noticed are, the “ Stric- 
tures upon Primitive Chriftianity, 
by the Rev. Dr. Knowles, Preben- 
dary of Ely; as alfo upon the 
Theological and Polemical Writings 
of the Right Rev. the Lord Bithop 
of St. David's, the Rev. Dr. Prieftley, 
and the late Rev. Mr. Badcock ; by 
Edward Hamilton, Efq. pt. i.” ‘This 
curious and paradoxical writer, dif- 
daining the trammels of ancient or 
modern controverfialifts, and deem- 
ing all their fyftems to be very re- 
mote from truth, boldly announces a 
new hypothetis, which he undertakes 
to fupport in the prefent, and infome 
future publications. The fubftance 
of what he advances is this, that the 
religion of jeius is true, but thatthe 
books in which that religion is re- 
corded are {purious. This hypothefis 
he detends by a number of novel and 
hardy affertions, which, unfortu- 
nately, ftand in need of much argu- 
ment and proof themfelves. For 
the information of thofe who may 
with to be apprized of what nature 
his aflertions are, we would juft ob- 
ferve, that he contends that the 
Ebionites denied that Jefus was the 
Mefliah ; that “ Chriftianity itfelf 
is only a fophiftication of the reli- 
gion of Chrift ;” and that he pro- 
nounces indifcriminate  fentence 


againft the suthenticity of all the 
Chruiftian fathers before Tertullian, 
and even of the evangelifts them- 
felves, at the fame time that he con- 
fefles that he has not read the fathers, 
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and that his fole knowledge of them 
is derived from modern writers, 

- The Unitarian, Arian, and 
Trinitarian Opinions refpeéting 
Chrift, examined and tried by Scrip. 
ture Evidence alone, by W. Ath. 
downe,” is a publication which does 
net come recommended by any 
fuperior merits, either as a compofi- 
tion or a polemic treatife. The de. 
fign of the author is to determine in 
what fenfe the Tews, and particularly 
the difciples of Chritt, confidered 
him to be the fon of God. This he 
does by {tating and comparing the 
principal paflages in the New Tefta. 
ment, which are applied by the 
ditferent controverfialitts in fupport 
of their refpective opinions. Our 
author’s principles are Unitarian. 

Mr. Porfon’s “ Letters to Mr. 
Archdeacon Travis. in Anfwer to 
his Defence of the Three Heavenly 
W itnefles,” compofe one of the moft 
matfterly publications, on a polemical 
fubject, which have appeared fince 
the days of Bentley. ‘ihere is not 
a point relative to this celebrated 
queftion, which has been overlooked 
by him; not an ‘authority, the in- 
portance and merits of which he has 
not appreciated with unqueftionable 
judgment and {kill ; nota criticifm 
which he has not weighed in the 
fcales of folid learning and tafte ; 
not an inftance of unfair quotation, 
or of inconclufive reafoning, whieh 
he has not detected and expoted. 
We cannot, however, approve of 
the acrimonious language and pointed 
raillery, in which he indulges him- 
felf againft his opponent. He has 
fcourged him moit unmercifully; 
notwithftanding the {elf invportance 
and falfe parade of learning, and 
appearances of fraud and difin- 
genuity, which might feem to call 
for a fevere chaftifement. But with 
refpec to the queftion in difpute be- 
tween them, Mr. Porfon’s pubiica- 
tion 
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tion hath effectually put an end to 
difeuffion, if clear and irrefragable 
demonftration is to determine. 
In our laft Annual Regifter we 
e, with much approbation, of a 
treatife entitled * Hints, fubmitted 
to the ferious Confideration of the 
Clergy, Nobility, and Gentry newly 
affociated ; by a Layman.” This 
publication, among other articles, 
recommended a revifal of the public 
fervice and doctrines of our efta- 
blifhed church, that fuch alterations 
might be introduced, as fhould re- 
move the objections to conformity, 
which under the prefent conftitution, 
exclude many con{cientious and good 
men from her communion. The 
fent year hath brought forth “an 
Apology for the Liturgy and Clergy 
tl 


« 


1¢ Church of England,” in an- 


fwer to that pamphlet, by a clergy-. 


man. The author of this work is 
pofleffed of much kill and dexterity ; 
and reforts to moft of the plaufible 
arguments that can be advanced, for 
retaining our liturgy in the ftate in 
which it was left by the early re- 
formers from popery. But his oppo- 
nent, befide poffeffing fuperior 
knowledge and ability, ftood upon 
firmer and more tenable ground. 
He argued on the fuppofition of 
human fallibility, and of the pro- 
_. manner in which know- 
ge and improvement muft take 
place among mankind. The prefent 
author, if true to his principles, muft 
objeft to both thefe fuppotitions, or 
eve up his caufe. We were alfo 
orry to fee, that he could fome- 
times defcend to brandifh the worft 
weapons of controverfy, petulance, 
farcafms, and illiberal fneers. 

On the fame fide of the queftion 
hath appeared “* a Vindication of 
the Do¢trines and Liturgy of the 
Church of England, in Anfwer to 
2 Pamphlet entitled Hints, &c. and 
other Publications of a fimilar ten- 

1790. 
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dency.” The author of this work, 
likewife fteps beyond the bounds 
which prudence would pretcribe; and 
forfeits all claim to rank wth thole 
liberal and enlightened churchmen, 
who are the beft friends to the 
eftablifhment. We thinks thir there 
are no parts of the liturgy and 
doétrines of the church, to which a 
candid perfon can reafonably object ; 
and that it would be great temerity 
to attempt an alteration. He alia 
engages in the herculein talk of 
proving the Athanalian creed to be 
orthodox, by adducing paflages from 
the early fathers, and from fcrip- 
ture, which in his opinion, abun- 
dantly illuftrate every diftinct claufe 
of that wonderful compofition. How 
much foever we may admire the zeal 
and faith of this writer, we cannot 
congratulate him on the great fucce(s 
of his polemical talents. 

The “ Confiderations on the Ex- 
pediency of reviling the Liturgy and 
Articles of the Church of England, 
by a Confiltent Proteitant,’ were 
written in reply to the two laft men- 
tioned publications, and contain a 
number of weighty and pertinent 
obfervations, which deferve the 
ferious attention of a!! well withers 
to our national eftablifhment. We 
were particularly ftruck with his re- 
marks on innovations in general ; 
on the influence which a revifal may 
be fuppofed to have on the morals of 
men; on the light which the im- 
proved ftate of learning may be 
fuppofed to caft on the dottrines of 
revelation ; on the greater danger 
to be apprehended to an eftablith- 
ment from the obftinacy of its mem- 
bers, than from a {pirit of innova- 
tion in fectaries; and on the fimple 
and eafy plan of reform which he 
would recommend. But for our 
author’s fentiments on thefe, and 
many collateral fubjects, which are 
highly interefting as well as impor- 
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tant, 
the work itfelf, ‘a 
they will find it wi 
freedom and libe 
Chriftian fe 
fiderations have 
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we muft refer our reasers to 


ring them, that 
ten with manly 
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hoes thought to 
pen ola pe fon 
ining, as weil as 
fufiains in 
the furmizes 
! well founded, we will not take 
upon ourfelves to fay ; but we run 
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was inftigated by 
moi ty, 

| he és QO} t ' rvations on the 
milies of the Ch urch of E ny land, 
a Series of Letters,” are em ployed 
in pointing y out numerous contradic. 
tions am { lmpropr iet ties 
which render it highly abfurd that 
they fhould be retained; or which 
at leaft, loudly call for a revify al, a and 
neceflary alterations. It is true, 
th: it thefe homilies are not at prefent 
read in our churches. 
nn an 1s eblix 


perfonal anj. 


“e 


in them, 


But every 
ved to fl 01 fcribe to 
his | OCi ict O ttheir contai! ihe * God y 
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cides againft the continuance of 


{ubfcription ;. and proves himfelf a 
yealous advocate for a church re- 
form. Although, in fome infiances, 
we find ourfelves obliged to diffent 
in opinion from this author, yet, on 
the whole, we cannot but commend 
his work, as contain! nye many im- 
wtant and valuable obfervations, 
which appear to have been dictated 
by a genuine love of truth, and 
{trong teelings of bener olence. 

The author of the * E{favs, meant 
as an Offeri ing in eee tof Rational 
Religion, &c. ’ potleif: ‘san inquifiti ive, 
and at the fame time a ferious and 
liberal mind, In the year 1775 he 
publifhed a = lI volume of ** Hints 
and Effays,” with a vie w to con- 
trovert iome of the doctrines of 
calvinifm. At the time of writing 
thofe Hints, he appears to have 
entertained the Arian notion refpec- 
ting the perfon of Chriff, and to 
have been a zealous advocate for the 
doctrine of philofophical liberty. 
The prefent publication, however, 
proc laims him, on both theie topi Sy 
a difciple of the Prieftleian fchool, 
and it contains a frank and candid 
account of the progretlive alteration 
in his opinions; with the reafons 
which determined that alt tcration, 
But the author has not confined him- 
felf to thefe fubjeéts. He has addea 
effays, on puniflment, on the know- 
ledge of God, and on Faith, u 
which his defign is, to inculcate juit 
and honourable ideas of th e abfolute 
and perfect benevolence of the De: ty, 
and of his ‘al comprehending provi- 
dence. We have read ths litte 
work, with pleafure and with iin- 
provement, notwithftanding that we 
are not always converts to the au- 
thor’s opinions. 

The “ Proteftant Catechifi m, for 
the Ufe of Young Perfons, origin ally 
yy) in French, and Tranflated 

y S. Catlow,” is drawn up in a 
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nner, and 
he encouragement of 
parents, and inftiuctors of young 
people. Whaat chiefly recommeids 
itto us is, that inftead of being em- 
ployed in inculcating any particulas 
ivitem of opinions, its objects are, 
to lay down a gen ‘ral view of the 
contents of the {criptures, and of 
the hiftory of religion, and to illuf- 
trate thofe religious and moral topic 
which are ad; p' ed to the under 
it. inding and the improvement of 
the rifing y gener ation. 

‘The treatife entitled « an En- 
quiry into the Moral and Political 
Tenden ‘y of the Religion called 
Roman Catholic,” js a tenfible and 
well written performance, in which 
the author atte mpts to vindicate the 
principles of the Catholics trom the 
moral and political objeciions which 
have been urged againit them by 
Englith Proteftants, and to eftablifh 
them right to the free and fecure 
pofieflion of unlimited toleratian. 
In the former part of his defign, the 
author reafons with great ingenuity ; 
but we cannot add, to our pertect 
conviction, Notwithftanding ow Tee 


criminations on protelt: aunt chur 


plain and p 


defer Ves 


Tr) vot 
: er; . uc ‘ 
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’ 
or Which we acknowledge there is 
0 mu a ‘round; notwithit uiding 
tin tion of the faith of 
y of Rome, 
Looumen, Or 
tiou of her canonifts,” ftill 
we think, that the principles of the 
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fi lendiy to the progrels vj light aid 
knowledge in the mind, We are 
ready, nevertheicis, to acknowledge, 
that our Catholic brethren have been 
expeiedtomuchunmeritedcalumny ; 
and that it is the extreme of injuftice 
to attribute to them the fame views 

and difpofitions a vailed in the 
dark and bigotted ages, when the 
pri ine iples of toleration were little 
un iderfiood | in any comununion, And 
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are happy, that the time feerns to be 


approaching, when no degree of 
obloquy fhall be attached to any 


religious profeflion or opinions. 


With refpect to the latter part of 


our author's plan, we perfectly con 
cur with him in his fair and manly 
For we think that no 
lociety can be defended, in 
which fulyeérs of any defeription, 
who have not committed crimes, are 
abridged ot any of thei religious or 
civil rights. 


realouig. 
{ft tc ot 


The dif iplesof baron Swedenborg 
continne to publith tranflations of 
the different rhapfodies of that 
vifionary writer. During the prefent 
Verat there hath appeared his ws Bi ict 
ixpofition of the Doctrine of the 
New Church, which ts meant by the 
New Jerufalem in the Apocalypfe ;” 
tranflated from the Latin. From 
reading this expofition we have not 
been fo fortunate as to derive any 
heht o1 ifittance in comprehending 
opinions. | hey {till 
ir to us to be enveloped in 

ind darknefs. But they are 
intermingled with aflert 
we can more enfily underttand, than 


rive witnor's 
yrsryy 
Aj pe 
pee 
‘ ae Be" 


ons which 


credit. Such are thofe, on which 
his followers claim for the baron the 
honours due to an iyipin d writer, 
eho has keen divinely appointed to 
to the oflice of a prophet ; the ac- 
counts which he h ven of im- 


mediate commun tion with the 
world of invifible {pirits; the pofition 
that the accomph th nent of the laft 
mdement was ettected in the {pirt 
the vear 17573 and 
his prediction that the interior parts 
of Africa are centre of 
the new church. 


NOI ha’ cC we 


| 
wal world, in 
to form the 


had our difficulties 


removed by fuch of t onverts to 
the baron’s faith, as bave come far. 
ware Im attempts to ¢ iWiaate If, 


‘The prin are, the au- 
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Defign, and Evidence of the T) 
logical Writings of the Hon. Emanuel 
Swedenborg, witha brief Ac; ount of 
fome of his Philofophical Works.” 
and of * True Heavenly Relicion 
Reftored, and demonttrated al 
ternal Principles, with a Call to 
Chriftians of higher Senfe.” Thofe 
who wifli to be acquainted with the 
manner in which this new feé en. 
deavours to explain and fupport its 
myftical fyftem, will find the , 


. publica- 
tions juft mentioned quite a: 


. as Clear 
and intelligible as any which have 
fallen under our notice. 

In giving our account of the fer. 
mons of the year 1790, we fhall, in 
the firit place, call the attention of 
of our readers to the publications of 
fuch authors as have already made 
themfelves Known in this line of 
compofition, It would, however, 
be fuperfluous to enter, in this place, 
into any particular difcuffion of their 
merits, as that would lead us into a 
repetition of what we have already 
faid, when announcing their former 
productions. But while our opi 
nion of the rank of their authors in 
this kind of writing, may be eafily 
obtained by a reference to our pre- 
ceding vohimes, fome degree of no 
tice is neceflary to be paid to them, 
to preferve the connexion ot ou 
Literary Hiftory. 

The firft author to whom our re- 
fpeéts are due is Dr. Blair, who 
during the prefent year, has pub 
lifhed a third volume of his excellent 
fermons. The uncommon reception 
which this author’s former volume: 
met with, is fufficiently known ; 
and the peculiar recominendation: 
from which they deferved that re- 
ception. When it was underftood 
that the doétor intended to enlarge 
bis collection, by an addition of new 
ditcourfes, genera] expectation Was 
confiderably excited, aud the publica- 
tion of this volume was waited for 
with 
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with no {mall degree of in ipatience. 
It is but juitice to fay, that this im- 
patience e hath been abundantly 
ratited. “The twenty fermons of 
which this volume contifts, are all on. 
important and intereftiny fubjects, 
which the author has treated in his 
own mafterly and pleafing manner. 
And whi.e the public ha e reafon 
to rejoice in fuch an acceflion to 
their ftock of elegant and inftructive 
difcourfes, he may congratulate him- 
felf not only on the additional fame 
which he has acquired, but on the 
great fuccels which is likely to attend 
his eliorts to recommend the tn- 
terefis of religion and virtue. ‘We 
cannot wifh a man a nobler 
four: ¢ of onfolation. 

The third 
on Practicot 
Rev. Henry Stebbing, 
Preacher to the Hon. Society ct 
Gray's Inn, &«.” poffeiles i imilar 
merit with thofe aiready before the 
public. And notwithitanding that 
they cannot be recommended as 
finifled mpotitions, they wall be 
found ufelul in a practical view, to 

moft deicriptions of fonder. The 
divinity which they , accord- 
ing to the current phira{ feo) sO"S, ts OF- 
thodox. 

The fecond volume of “ Practical 
Sermons, fele&ted and abridged 
from various Authors, by 1. Charlel- 
worth, M.A.” ts a continua 
awork which we have already pro- 
nounced to be uletul in its denya, 
and excuted in a manner thai pro- 
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vol ime 


Conta 
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Mies encourayement to the eaitor, 
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We tnd, trom the piclent voduime, 


that Sir. Charicfwerth means to 
continue his plan, to fuboin to 
the ltt volume a general tadle of 
unes of 
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the «11 
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we beftowed on the firft. The im. 
portance of the topics which they 
dulcufs, the ufetul obfery ations which 
they contuin, together with the ele- 
ance and pe:fpicuity§ of their 
anguage, will eniure therm a favour. 
ble 1 reception with the public. 

Di . Hunter hkewife, during the 
vear, hes publithed a fiith volume 
of his “ Sacred Biography.” This 


voluine together with the fourth, 
which we unaccountably overlooked 
i its propel p! icc, complete the im. 
genious author's plan. We have fo 
frequently delivered our opinion re- 
{ p>: éting the abilities of ‘—- Hynter, 


and the character ot his 
fermons, that i! 


biome mhical 
isneedielsior u  tofay 
anyt! ing more than that, Ly thie pub- 
lication of thefe volume: » he wll 
not loic his re pula tion as a peript- 
cuous, ufelul, and popula pre acher, 

he * Sermons on the great 
Doctrines and Duties of Chriftianity, 
&c. we¢hton, D.D.” ay 
wu to have been publifhed with the 

ble intention of fupporting the 
cf annral and re- 
pal ift the attacks of 
unbenueve in purfuing his plan, 
he enters into dilculons on the being 
and periections of Gad, the necethty 
of revelation, the excellence of 
Chriftianity, prophecies, muracles, 
&e. which he has illuftrated by 


by George | 


auda 
great pring ipl CS 
Ve tled PCily lw 


numerous clafical quotations and 
allufions. We think it, however, 
injudictous in our author to have 


entered upon a track which fo many 
bleft writers have trodden be- 
forchim. Itwashazarding danycrous 
comparifo ns. We think, likewiie, 
that he has expofed himie! { to much 
feverity of remark, by the boidneis 
o! fume of his affertions, and the 
manner in which he has unce: taken 
to explain the Op myfterics of 
one. Had his thoughts bees 
confined to moral fubje‘ts, we are 
avilities wor id 
have 
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have appeared to greater advantage. 
His ftyle and lancuage, though fre- 
quently animated, are too inc rect 
and declamat ory, and defective in 
that clearnefs and abi oly {o ¢flen- 
tially requilite in argementat 
duction 
The “Sermons en various Sub- 
refts by George Walker, F. R.S. 
Miniter of a Congregation of Pro- 
teflance Diflerters in Nottingham, in 
». vols.” area valuable addition to 
k of pulpit difcourfes. “They 
ain numerous proofs that the 
author poflefles ftrong fenfe, a well 
juformed mind, and an ortvinal as 
well as liberal tern of thinking. We 
do not, them 
to be faultlefs Their 
excellences are occafionally cbfcured 
by an uncouthnels of " le, and 1 
- of language, vhich a c: 
ful revifion would have enabled the 
author to correct. We are the 
free in ftating thefe imperfections, 
becaufe the general and prevailing 
merits of thefe difcourtes are fuch 
as to entitle the m to a higher ran 
nelifh fermons, tha 
c ritie i n may be willin J 
To thofe w! 


‘al from fuch a tribun: 


lve pro- 


pronounce 


compofitions. 


however, 


re- 


elegance 


more 


~ ” sv) ad 
among oul 


faflidious 


to bettow. 
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Authorits 
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pugning his theological tenets. Whar 
thefe are, 1s fufiiciently known a 
the world, as well as the candour 
and moderation which have marked 
he writings of the author wheneve, 
he hath entered the illuttration 
ofthem. In fuch of the difcourfs 
mn this volume as are intended to {hie 
what may be faid to be civen by the 
in{piration of God, and w hat 
meaning: of infpiration is, Dr. St 
nett s opinic Ns nearly coin 
thote of Dr. Dodaridy in his 
Family Expofitor. 

The volume of « Sermons, by 
Pendlebury Houchton,’’ is the 
duction of an ingenious and fentible 
writer, who, 1f we mav judge from 
the impre flions made on 
bids fair to be claffed by the 
among their favourite writers in 
this {pecies of compofition, 
fubjects on which he treats are 
familiar and practical. The fenti- 


ie 


on 


es <i 
‘7 > tree 
(Ve with 


pro 


ourt Ives, 


pub! c 


ments which he enforces are pious, 
rational, and inftructive. His ftyle 
is unaffeéted and aneaserytle nd 
numerous inftances may be pointed 
out, inwhich hi: ce deferves 
to be praifed for energy, elezance, or 
genuine oe To many rencers 


it will be an ack mos nal recommend 


lanous ; 
’ 


tion of this volume, tha the authot 
nas Care ully voided rye mica 
; 3 } > } "ery ‘ 
tion of any thine bordering en 
polemical controverly 

th olume of * Sermo hy 


Thomas Biffer, DD.’ is com fed 
of fuch difeourfes as deferve to | 


recommended tor he ir | Ve 


ufeful tendency. The tubje¢ts on 
wiaich the il hot treat . and the 
lentiment lk he delivers, have 
no ereat im to ‘novelty or of 
oO} hitv. Net er Cor }y yy oat 
fecuring a favourable reception fv 
ints ne the ftudied ornaments 
f diction. His manner, however, 
f not highly poliihed, etic 
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and animated, and adapted to make 
ferious and juit se on the 
mind ot his rea ders. 

Lh he “ Three Sermons preached 

e No rfoik Afiizes, on the Ne- 
an vy of F Governmeit L, al { the l fe- 
fulnefs of Maviftrates, and on Civil 

and Re ligne ous by erty, &c.” by the 
Dateien d William Manning, are the 
productions of a man of learning, 
piety, and candour. They contain 
a variety 0 of Juit and important obfer- 
vations on the fubje‘ts mentioned in 
the titles, delivered in plain and im- 
prefiive language. ‘Thefe feri 
are illuftrated by numet 
containing remarks on infpiration, 
the variety of f ubfiftiny 
among ( hriftians, eftablifhment : 
end other points of importance, 
relative to the prefent tate of 
Chriftianity, which difcover = 
liberality and freedom of though 
and which we have read with pec s: 
hiar pleaft ure. 

“The Ss ripture Doé¢trine of Flec- 
ton and fJuttification, practically il- 
‘in two Sermon: 5 by Owen 
Manning, B.D.” is a rat 
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The “ Sermons for Prifons, | y 
John Brewfter, M. A.”’ are plain, fe- 
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likely to produce good effects on fe- 
rious and well difpofed minds. Thefe 
fermons are plain, practical, and or- 
thodox ; and are calculated to be ac- 
ceptable and uicful in thofe fami- 
lies who have not forfaken the good 
old practice of meeting together for 
private inftruction and devotion on 
a Sunday evening. 

Of the fame defcription are the 
two volumes of “ Sermons on vari- 
ous Sybjeéts and Occafions, by the 
Jate Reverend Fowler Comings, &c.” 
excepting that it does not appear that 
the author availed himfelf of the pro- 
duétions of others while compofing 
them; or that they were ever tn- 
tended for the public eye. They 
will, therefore, be received with 
every candid allowance: and more 
efpecially, as they are fent abroad 
into the world on motives of huma- 
nit, and benevolence. 

The volume of “ Sermons, by 
the late Reverend John Logan, 
F. R. S. Edinburgh,” is another 
pofthumous work, which has not had 
the advantage of being revifed and 
finifhed by the author. But notwith- 
ftanding this difadvantageous circum- 
ftance under which they make their 
ap} ecarance, We have olf. ry ed in 
them marks of found fenfe, and a 
brilliant imagination, and a truly 
uteful tendency, which jeftify our 
recommendation of them to our read- 
ers. They whowith to be acquaint- 
ed with the manner in which the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper takes 
place in the church of Scotland, will 
meet with an account of it tn this vo- 
lune, ** in complete detail,” taken 
from the menuicripts of Mr. Logan. 
‘The prayers ufed by the author on 
fuch occafions, and his addretles to 


the communicants, which are fub- 
ted are draws 
joured, are crawna up in language 


a 


that is truly devotional; although 
we canmor tay, that the ideas which 
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they inculcate refpecting that Chrif. 
tian inftitution, are purely fe; iptural, 
But it fhould be remembered that 
Mr. Logan was a minifter of the ef. 
tablifhed church of Scotland: 
that his opinions are thofe of 
timate fon of that church. 

This lift of pofthumous fermons 
we fhiall clofe with announcing a vo. 
lume by the late “ William Adams 
D. D. Maiter of Pembroke College, 
Oxford, and Archdeacon of Liandatt” 
As the character of Dr. Adams, as 
a fenfible, judicious, and ufeful 
preacher, is fufliciently known, we 
need only remark concerning thefe 
fermons, that they are chiefly con- 
fined to practical fubjeéts, and that 
the greater part of them were fe. 
lected tor publication by the worthy 
author himfelf. ; ‘ 

The “ Moral and Philofophical 
Eftimates of the State and Faculties 
of Man; and of the Nature and 
Source of Human Happinels, a Se- 
ries of didactic Lectures, in 4 vols.” 
are a tolerable tranflation of the ex- 
cellent Sermons of Zollikofer, which 
have defervedly obtained a very high 
reputation in Germany. The fub- 
jects of them are of a pra¢tical na- 
ture; in difcuffing which the author 
difcovers much found reafoning, ra- 
tional and liberal fentiments, great 
ferioufnefs and earneftnefs of man- 
ner, and ftrong perfuafive powers. 
This commendation is juftly due to 
the original compofitions from which 
thefe lelures were taken. Why the 
anonymous tranilator fhould have 
concealed the name of the author, 
and altered the title of his work, are 
circumftances for which no kind of 
apology has been made to the pub- 
lic. 

From the great number of fingle 
fermons and charges which have 
been publifhed by our bifhops and 
clergy, during the prefent year, out 
biunits 
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fimits will only permit us to felect a 
few, which it might be thought im- 
er entirely to overlook. 

The firft ot thefe was ** preached 
before the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 

ral, in the Abbey Church of Weit- 
minfter, on Saturday, Jan. 3cth, 
1790, by John Lord Bifhop of Car- 
ile” In this ditcourfe the bifhop 
difeuffes the tranfactions which led 
to the cataitrophe of that day, with 

eat liberality and candour; and 
while he is willing to admit of foft- 
ening circ umftances in favour of 
Charles, who was “ bred up with 
too high notions of fovereignty,” he 
is equally ready to acknowledge the 
juftice of the principles on which 
oppofition was made to his tyranny, 
at atime when * learning had begun 
to unfold right fentiments about the 
duty of rulers, and the giounds of 
allegiance ; and wealth diftufed 
throughout the kingdom by grow- 
ing commerce, had enabled its peo- 
ple to contend manfully for that free- 
dom which their enlightened minds 
inftruéted them they had a right to 
enjoy.” In accompanying the wor- 
thy prelate through the {cenes of that 
turbulent period, and in illuftrating 
the motives on which the leading 
men ad¢ied, we feldom found our- 
felves obliged to differ from him. We 
alfo cordiaily joined with him in the 
praifes which he beftowed on the 
glorious revolution under William 
lll. We could not, however, re- 
concile it with his good fenfe and li- 
berality, when we found him repro- 
bating the principles of thofe who 
with for itil farther improvement tn 
the flate of things, and holding them 
out in the oifentive light of fanciful 
and {peculative reformers. The pi- 
ety with which his lordfhip directs 
his hearers to the evidence which we 
have of an overruling providence, 
and the ferioufnefs with which he 
enforces the motives to an holy life, 
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will be admired by all who read this 
well-written and elegant difcourfe. 

Mr. Archdeacon Paley’s « barge to 
the clergy of the diocefe of Carlifle 
on “ the Ufe and Propriety of local 
and occafions! Py caching,”  pof- 
fefles great and diftinguithed merit, 
His general idea is taken trom one 
oi the charges of archbifhop Secker; 
but he hath illuftrated the fubieét 
much more fully and particularly. 
By local preaching Mr. Paley in- 
tends, that public difcourfes fhould 
be ‘ adapted to the particular flate 
of thought and opinions, which 
prevails among the people,’’ or to 
“ the vague of Mind,” of the per- 
fons who are addrefled. But this 
kind of preaching he judicioufly dif- 
tinguifhes from perfonal preaching, 
which he condemns as highly impro- 
per, and what may leflen the general 
utility of public difcourfes. By oe- 
cafional preaching he means, the 
adapting topics to the fervice of the 
day, to the feafons of the year, and 
to fuch interefting and infiructive 
occurrences as are continually arif- 
ing in the courfe of providence. On 
thefe heads the archdeacon expatiates 
with great ingenuity, and fuggefts a 
number of hints and inftructions 
which deferve the ferious attention 
of the clergy. We are perluaded 
that, were his ideas generally adopt- 
ed, their fphere of utility would be 
confiderably enlarged. 

The next fingle difcourfes of which 
we fhall take notice, were preached 
before the Univertity of Cambridge, 
on March 7th, and on May 244, 
1790, by Thomas Edwards, L. L. D. 
and have excited confiderable atten- 
tion in the theological world, ‘The 
firft ison “the Jewifh and Heathen 
rejection of the Chriftian Miracles ;” 
the fecond on “ the Predictions of 
the Apoitles conce! a the End of 
the World.” ‘Thefe difcourfes form 


part of a plan, in which the author 
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efens to draw the attention of the 
jearned to certain difiicu _ in the 
hiftorical part of {cripture, which 
have not yet received a f tisfactory 
folution ; to the belt method of af- 
certaining the doétrines ot Chift 


itv. and of preferv 


ied by human corruptions ; an 1 to 
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the a ithe nt ei \ of the fentate h. 


‘dhe cit itheulties which the aulaor has 
yes. - a a 
sciet se ni at dva +i ICe * Lili 


Rowan cinpire, who ts extolled 
by him in the warmeft laneuage 
at panegyric, while his opponents 
are indifcriminatly comparcd to 
enemies, over whole 
weaknets he proudly infults and ¢ri- 
umphs. ‘The facts and circ ur 2nccs 
which are the fubjects of thefe di- 
courfes, require, in hisopinion, more 
able rephes than have vet appeared ; 
and he feems to think, that the beft 
method of reluting Mr. G:bbon’s ob- 
fervations on them would be, by con- 
ceding to him many of his objections 
rather than by vainly atte emp! ng to 
in th ele dite urfes 


N ane mnihed 
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reaqwve taem 
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Dr. kdwarcds difcovers great ear ung 
and mecnuitv; but we are dou thal 
4 Heth ¥ thie eet awh c! “cope recom- 


mends, WouIG lead to col 1g emces 
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ers of the New College, at Ha kney, 
on the 28th of April i, 1700, by Tho. 


mas Belfliem. Jn this di! ourfe the 
author, after expofing. in am ft ie 
and fatisfa¢tory manner. the not; 
of thofe who maintain thet : 


tive opinions are of no confequen 


. : 7 ’ 
points out the pe tance of feeking 
truth i r rs if) . af < > 

ullia, I a Ppa ioto ph y p ' , 


x a 
end theolo rical view. Hiavi rfhew: 


how the diznity and happineis of tl 
humen cheraéter is connected with 
the a “perney of truth, as diftin- 
eulfhed under thefe ditierent a 
he ee eeds to recommend the duties 
neceflarily refultine from a jut view 
of hi s fubjeét. T hefe confit, in his 
opinion, in feeki g after truth with 
Ciigence andi impartial jitv, in honeft- 
ly and boldly avowing » hat appecrs 
to us to be of im) portance, and i 
employing our utn oft abilities in ex. 
po fing and correcting pernicious er- 
rors. ‘The manner in which Mr 
Belfham has treated this fubject, and 
the fentiments which he advances, 
are far from being trite and common 
They fhew him to be potieffed of a 
vigoronis, mprehenfive, and en- 
lightened mind: and are delivered 
In language is equalh 

mended hang its fimplicity and 
Cierey. 

In our p inlofophi 
our attention is drawn, in the fit 
piace, to the © Elemen*) of Moral 
Sctence, by James Besttie, Lb... 


Vol. ig a1 hs WOrKk 18 1 Gilll I 
an abricement of the Icftures ¢: 

. ? t . aé ae Nine ' 
vered by Dr. Beattie, in Marithel 


Colle aa AI vl der Nn, ov ¢] \< ful CTS 
of moral | hilofophy and locic. The 
volume b etore Us isemplov ion rane 
uthor’s fyftem of mor | philotop 
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In thre nic it piace, tne do<cto! treats or 





thofe of per 








we attend to the thoughts of our 
mind, and abftraction ; to which he 
fubjoins = memory, imagination, 
drea mi ne» the fealty rey P Yaa’ h, re - 
fon, Id zment or underttendin and 


conicience, or the pak al Ot . 


To his difcuffions on thefe different 
s ’ ’ ' - 
fubjects, are added re marks on fym- 


on Dr. Beattie divides into >initinst, 
habit, appetite, pafiions, and affec- 
tions. In an app endix to the work 
we are pi efen! 3 with two ef- 
fays on the immater 
immortality of 
nious w ork, although, perhaps, not 
fo preciic and accurate 
tary ar fhould be, is, neverthe- 
lefs, highly deferving the attention 
of ftudents in metaphyfics. It con- 
tains much ¢ urious, entertaining and 
inftructive matter, delivered in plain, 
‘familiar, and = pleating language. 
Our readers are not un 7% inted 
with the {chool to which his philo- 
fophy i is to be har Diane or with the 
rank which Dr. Beattie fultains a- 
mong ethical writers 

The » “i ffays on the Nature and 
Principles ; of Tate, by the Rev. 
Archibald Alifon, L. L. B. F.R. S. 
Edinburgh,” compofe a truly inge- 
nious and inte eft in g work, 
Inz in phil fophi: ‘al inform: ation, 
and elegant entertainment. ‘Tsite 
he detines to be thet faculty of the 
human mind, by wi hic h we d rcelve 
ititul and 
fublime in the works of nature or 
art. bi, ‘emotion or ple eafire with 
which the perception of thefequa- 
lities 1 is at tinatind he diftingr the, by 
he name of the emotion of ta fte. 
And as he | nas divide ‘d the objecis of 
taite into the fublime and beautiful, 
he likewife 
taite, into the emotion of fublimity, 
and the emotion of beauty. The ob- 
ject of his work is, to inveftigate the 
qualities that produce thefe emo- 


om hy and tafte. The faculties of vo- 


;an tlemen- 


abo und- 


and enjoy, whatever is be: 
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tions; and the nature of that faculty 


by which thefe emotions are recelv- 
. le contd 
ed, Tie COMNGCTS, NOWeVCY, thar 


there is 2 previous invelti tion Hne- 
. | ‘ j ‘ : 
celary, into >the nature of that eice 


chink : ’ 
which ts produced on the mind, when 


‘* 
lode ts - ’ ' 
Tilcie ¢ now ii > ¢ ic t. ‘ id al ‘ it if 
diitinevion from the umple emotions 


L »} ee 9 _— aeatee 4 

of picalure, On this previous invel. 
tieation the prelent volume ts em- 
pioved, Chis volume is divided in- 
ne ° a | 4’ . > 7 A 7 
to two Cilavs. nm iuae asritetla wit. 


, 
ine ra 
Alrion 18 eneaved in inveitivatines 
» |? : % a] 
on Pay » ture ot (hic ) oO > ite, 


npt ing to Alicci inthe etek 


chi, z is produced on th 1h)! lwhen 
fo! hry eh 


theic emotions are fele. ijk the fee 
cond, he enters into an enquiry into 
the origin of toc fublimity aad 


beauty of the material world. On, 


limits will not permit us to give an 
analyfis of this very cul lou and ‘ 

terteining work, The 
the refule which the author end 

vours to eftablifh is this, that ali 
thote appearances of nature or works 
of art, which are the objects of taiie, 


fubifance «! 


~ 


derive their power of exciting emo- 

tions in us, not from qualities inhe. 
. ’ ! e , ; 

reni im) theimicives, as materia: lovins, 


but from fome affociztion with our 
i &. . ' { Ths 

icelings, habits, OY Mou Ol iis, 
a , ] ’ r) ’ | sad the 4 
Without taking Upon OUsle.res to 
. , . 4 ne ha Senenl 
determine with retpect to the truth 


ot his {1 item, Wwe cannot witad iid 
from the autor that thare of pratie 


' ‘ .— " ‘ ’ in anal 

waich iS duce to great aviiil mG ee 
: 

nius. kvery part of Dis work ihews 


him to be p MTeiled of much profound 
thought, and what is not comin 
connected with it, gicat warimta o 
fentiment, and livelinels of una! 
tion. And we can pr mile thote 
readers who may not be uftommed 
to philot ‘op! hical refearch, much in 
formation and pleature, from tis 
facts and experin rents {0 ¥ hich he 
appeals | in illuftration of his theory, 
and the collateral obfervations wh.ca 
he introauces. 


The 
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The next publication to which we 
fhall direét the attention of our read- 
ers, is of a more mifcellaneous com- 
plexion, confifting not only of phi- 
lofophical topics, but fuch as are mo- 
ral, religious, and hiftorical. It 1s 
entitled, * A full Enquiry into the 
Subjeét of Suicide; to which are 
added, (as being clofely conne¢ted 

ith the Subject), two ‘Treatifes on 
Duelling and Gaming, by Charies 
Moore, M. A. &c. in two Volume 
Thiselaborate and very ufeful work 
is divided tnto e ight parts. The firit 
contains obfervations on the n: ture 
and caules of fuicide, tending to ef*a- 
blith its general guilt; the fecond i 
emploved in illudtrating its {pecial 
suilt. Inthe third part the author 
thews how the general and {pe- 
cial guilt of fuicide iS confirme dand 
agers avated by the doétrines and pre- 
cepts of Revelation. The fourth 
part contains an hiftorical enquiry 
into the opinions and practices, the 
laws and cuftoms of the heathen 
world relative to fuicide: the fith 
the hiftory of that crime tince the 
int roduction of the Chriltian reli- 
gion, with an account of its practice 
i the firft ages of the Church, toge- 
ther with the opintons of fathers, 
decrees of councils, laws, and cuf- 
toms concerning it, its prefent flate 
in fome foreign countries, and a full 
account of allt that concerns tt in kn- 
gland. In the 6th and 7th parts, 
Mr. Moore fully and fiiecetstully 
combats the arguments, In tavour ot 
this crime, which have been ureed 
by Donne, in his treatife entitled 
Biathanatos, by Humein - Eifav on 
Suicide, by Robeck the Swede, by 
Sir Thomas Moore, in his topia, 
by Montefquieu, in his Pertian Let- 
ters, by Rouffeau, Voltaire, ac. &c. 
The eighth part contains a general 
fummary of the w! with certain 
cautions and wren vi nts 5 propoted 
againgt a temptation to the commif- 
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fion of fuicide. This work hichly 
to be commended for be 


fot r its excellene 
and ufeful tendency, and fo, the 


learning, ingenuity, diligence, and 
Accuracy , which it difcovets. It 

bounds, likewife, in much yaly table 
hif torical information, and critica! 
diiquifitic on, by which we have been 
both infti uéted and entertained. The 
= on duelling end camino 
which are fub joined, te a, 


f «} le 


Or i.iec Se ae 


, 


: ferving 
“which we have 
given to the pl hacia work, 

Under the head of gO ernmentand 
political @conomy, one of the moft 
valuable publications which attraas 
our notice 1s, * An ingui 
the Principles of Taxation ; “hi efly 
app lied to Articles of tmmediate 
Coninmption.’ Taxation, as 2 fb. 
e¢t of | snow! dge, the author juflly 
obferves, has never been duh cul. 
tivated. His clvect, therefore. in 
the work before us 1s, In fome m 
fure to fupply this 3 Import.nt chafin 
inthe fcience of government: a! nd 
he appears to h: ve been well qualt- 
fied to undertake fuch a talk. Thi 
work 
The firft book comprizes a view of 
the manner in which our financiers 
have extracted a revenue trom arti- 
cles of immediate con fumpti on; in 
which is contained a hiftorv of our 
revenne laws; the mean > which 


is divided into thiee books. 


have been adopted by t hic legillature 
fupprefs fmuyeling, 
wil ther contequences ; 


fo prevent, or ; 
and the 
~ +4, 7 | h; 4 ° . h +? d t, 
cauics which have contriputed (0 
miflead financiers, and the pe IM, 


on nl 


si 


t 
fubsect, and to eltab lif a 
pernicious fyftem of taxation, to 
which he zive 
tax iviiem. 


the name o! an over- 
Among the different 
fa¢ts and obicrv: thous contaiaed mW 
this beok, manv will be found to be 
of creat importanc ce, and to convey 
much ufetul and {i atis faftory inion. 
ation to’ the Té ader. Ti 2 fo 0 id 
book confifts of enquiries on 
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nt fubieéts, neceflary to be ftated 
ad examined, before the fyftem of 

the author can be thoroughly under- 
ta Thefe relate to the manner 

which a ftate fhould increafe its 
renive, with the growing wealth 
¢ the people; the circumftances 
which occafion the great expence of 
collecting duties on articles of imme- 
diate confumption ; and to the quef- 
ton, on whom taxes on fuch arti- 
des ultimately fal!. Under thefe en- 
quiries we meet W ith a variety of juft 
and firiking remarks on the etie¢ts of 
lowering the duties when too high, 
the principles of trade, and pests u- 
larly, on the confequences of mono- 
poltes in trade. ‘The third book 
treats of “ fixing the Rates of Duty, 
and of fuiting them to fifcal Regu- 
lations, {fo that Smuggling dhall 
thereby be prevented.” Ti he volume 
concludes with a copious appendix, 
containing feveral articles of revenue 
accounts, chietly taken from the three 
reports of the revenue comunittee 
appointed in the year 17 733, a id 
from papers offic ially laid on the ta- 
ble of the Houfe of Commons. Af- 
ter what we have {tated refpe¢ting 
this performance, it is fearcely ne- 
ceffary to add, that we have received 
much gratification from the perufal 
of it. The author ev idently pot . 
fees much knowledge and judy- 
ment, and has treated a difficult and 
complicate fubject with great clear- 
nefs and perfpicuity ; and his re- 
marks and ditquifitions deferve the 
ferious notice of government, as well 
as of the public at large. 

The Royal and Conftitutional 
Nisieal ‘ation of Great Britain ; or, 
properly {fpeaking, the effectual Ad- 
eancement of all the different Na- 
tional Interefis of the King rdomn, 
Which remain un i¢xX ‘plo wed, &c. by 
George Edw. rds, ig. M. D. pe 
Vols. , 4to.’ “a Govilar In defign asd 
charater with © the Apgyrandiz 


Rea > aie ige- 
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ment and National Perfection of 
Great Britain,” by the fame author, 
of which we exprefled our opinion 
in our Annual Kegifter for the vear 
178%. The objects to which hevalls 
the attention of the public, are too 
numerous to be detailed by us. Ma- 
ny of them are, undoubtedly, of great 
importance ; and fome may appear 
chimerical to the political reformer. 
But whatever be the opinion formed 
refperting the merits of the projects 
vhich he recommends, Dr. Edwards 
is entitled to the praife ‘of zealous and 
difinterefted patriotiim. Among 
other other parts of. his plan are the 
following: the inftitution of a board 
of national improvement, to be efta- 
blifhed on the fame footing as the 
other boards of ftate, for the purpote 
of defigning and preparing the dif- 
ferent fubjects of national regenera- 
tion; the inftitution of focieties for 
the advancement of knowledge ; that 
the fociety for the encouragement of 
arts, manufactures, and commerce, 
be extended and fupported by go- 
vernment ; that new means be em- 
ployed for cultivating the mind, by 
the intervention of literature; that 
the dignity of the ch urch be better 
fupported, and the revenues of the im- 
ferior clergy, and fome of the bifhops, 
be augmente “d; that medicine be 
reindered an objet of public police ; 
that the law practice be entirely new 
modelled ; and that the parliamen- 
tary repr efentation undergo areform, 
according to a plan which he pro- 
es. 

The fame author has publithed 
another work, in continuation of 
his general plan, entitled «+ the Prac- 
tical Means of effectually exonerst- 
ing the public Burthens, of paying 
off the National Debt, and of rating 
the Supplies of War without new 
Taxes, * Loans of any kind.” {ft 
is impoffible for us to enumerate the 
particulars of Dr. Edwards’ —— : 
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and we will not be {fo be ir 
tol it above 7 other 
finance which have been offered to 
the 7 publi ic; but we will venture to 
fav, that it fuceetts hints and 

provements whi h deferve the atten- 


as to ex- 


tidn ot thofe who devote themfelves 
to the ftudv of political wconomy. 
—_ “ Dialogue on the Revenue 
Laws, between a Ma: ‘ere ,a Law 
yer, a Courtier, and a Anti-Cour- 
tter,” ts afenfible on well-written 
treatife, on the hardfhip 2 


nO ters 
aticnaing the { 


nd feverity 
trict execution of the 
laws now in be! ing, and pat ticular! Vv 
f the modern ftamp acts. ‘This evil 
he attributes, partly to the imperfect 
manner in which thofe aéts are 
drawn up, 


and partly to the igno- 
rance and incapacity of the perfons 
to be made. His obfervations on 
thefe fubjecis, and the faci s by which 
he illuftrates them, are not unwot 

thy the notice of the leyiflature. To 
thefe he has added many excellent 
remarks, on the duty of magittrates ; 
the difficulty of executing their of- 
fice with ability, Integrity and hu- 
manity; informers; and other to- 


. q) som @ ny ) , ’ 
Pp! : connected Wi h the moce OF COi- 


1 
before whom they direct compl ints 


" ‘ 
>} - = ie 2 ey 
ting the public revenue. 
} 
wer 4 . ~ ¢ 6 
. 4 Chs rant oh, . : 
bhe * Retleétions on the infomy 


of Smu galing ; to which ts added an 
Ap pendix, cont ining a Plan for 
rendering part of the publi Kevenue 
more productive; by EKaward Hai 
kin, M. A.” contain a ntapihete of 
general remarks on the injuttice of 
the practice againit which he writes, 
to the government, and to the com- 
munity v who fupport that govern- 
ment, in which we perfeetly concur 
with the author. We cannot fay 
the fame with el pect to the plan 
Which his append R recommends, 
and which is intended to render the 
ftamp-t ax more productive. This 
plan is, that every ihopkeeper fhall 


* 
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ann: uly fwear that he has not. d. 


‘ MW, Cus. 
in 4 th , preceding year, if { ny 
& 4 ed | 
- “+e, ’ «| ‘ 
ticles, Knowingly, without i pro 
, "5 =) 
yak be rs ‘ ! 
pet itaimnp., uC a l necy, we )- 
B , 


~*see* oer “c* * 
ereater injury to lociety 


b 9 ssicall if 
af sec imtancaen . 4b 7 
A IS intenadea t (Oo pi event. j he nile 
. ~~“? t > a 
tit ude of oaths Ol OTCe, aS We 5 


thofe ufed in matters of trade ond 
*) . > Be wt 1 . ! ’ 
commerce, i ions vcen con 


ed ofa 1 ferious evil ft nding te de. 


5 
{tre y the {o! r rity and torc hy 
. ! . 

appeals to Heaven, ind to rend 

) © i {, 

the mind lax with reipect to moral 
a wall a els aint ty Sera 

“a W aa a> rei PiQUsS \ mito —_— 
’ os a . t ° at ey 
Convinced, BSG pest i \ on, 


how well founded {yy comp! 


is, we muff enter our or tet againit 
Bh AE Sg nabneess +} 

ii fuch suey of the revenue 
law's, as may contrioute to the ex. 


~ ! 
ten{ti n of the tev il. 


The 66 Ph a for the Pe Ors, OT Ri ‘ 


marks on the Price of P: . 
and the Peafant’s Labour, the B 

tie A lita on the | “por yn of 
COI 1 & Te by } ode! Lop 


6} : : fel ° —)) a 
rari ly ls ret well mfenac al Clid\, 
Ld h hid fecenane 
whic 1 Go onour to the hun ( 
feslings of theauthor. He confid 


: ° 
¢ha nrpoéf ¢ I, 

tile pre en 1) ) | 

i i 

( 


. « ; ; 
to originate in the bounties granted 
b 
’ . 
on the exportation of wheat at very 
mene \ { -_ eh 
h price . We MTCC jn i 


him in condemning the poucy 6: 
fuch a practice, which can ferve no 
h a practice, w! 


1 ° ‘ — a . ° 
other purpofe but to enrich expo 
: a : _ - 
wet id = the expel ti Lire p ' 
members of the conununity. How 


fa his . pe ofals for the alteration 
oft 1e bounties would be procucih 
or put IC 
to th © CON ider: ation of thr fe who 
are better acquainted with the fub- 


odvant: ye, We mu if ie: 


ject than we ‘protefs to be. . 
We are glad to find, from “ the 

Rep refentation of th t! 

Cr mmittee of Council, 


e | ords of 


appointed 


for the Confideration of all Matters 
relating to Trade 


and foreign Pl: 
tation, 





DOMESTIC 


tutions, upon the prefent Siate of the 
Laws for regulating the Importation 
and Lxportation O1 Corn, &c.” that 
this grievance is likely to meet weth 
the attention of government- Thofe 
who wif, to be acquainted with the 

rincip.cs and policy of our corn 
= and with the regulations pro- 
poted to be adopied by the commuttee 
of council, for the itereft both of 
the corn-grower and the confumer, 
will be gratified by the perufal of this 
reprejentation. 

« ‘The Report of the Committee 
of the Highland Society of Scotland, 
to whom the Subject of Shetland 
Wool was referred; with an Appen- 
dix, containing fome Papers, drawn 
up by Sir John Sinclair, and Dr. 
Anderfon, in reference to the faid 
Report,”” is a very important and 
interefting publication. Our read- 
ers, by referring to our miicellane- 
ous department, may meet with an 
extract from it, which, we doubt 
not, will excite their curiofity to fee 
the whole little work. it contains 
many curious and important facts 
relative to the improvement of the 
principal and moit valuable manu- 
factory of this country, and the in- 
troduction of cultivation and happt- 
nefs into the moft neglected parts of 
the Britifh Ifles. We heartily re- 
commend it to the canfideration of 
the public; and fhall be happy, in 
our future volumes, to announce the 
lncreafing fucceis of a fociety, which 
policies fuch recommendations to 
the applaufe and good withes of 
€Vory patiiotic citizen, 

“* The Speeches in the Houfe of 


Commons, upon the Equalization of 


the Weights and Meafures of Great 
Britain; with Notes, &c. Alfo, a 
general Standard propofed for the 
Weights and Meafures of Europe, 
&ce. by Sir John Riggs Miller, bart.” 
relate to an important fubject in po- 
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litical economy, which has for a 
long time engaged the attention of 
‘ ’ = rye r 
the author. There are few perfans 
who are ignorant of the uncertainty 
and perplexity which pre ‘atl in the 
commercial world, in t! 
every other country, with refpeet to 


Weights and meafures. The object 


sc «avell ee 
as Wold G&S 


of Sir John in the publication before 
US 1s, to point out the caufes of this 
uncertainty and perplexity; the mil- 
chuevous influence which the inequa- 
lity of weights and meafuyes has°on 
{clence, commerce, &c; and to fug- 
geft fome general ftandard, from 
which all weights and meafures may 
be in future raifed, which is itfeld 
derived from fomething in nature 
that is invariable and immutable, 
and which mutt neceffarily be at all 
times, andin all places, equal and the 
fame. For his particular propotition, 
the explanation of it, and its compa 

rifon with the attempts which have 
bcen formerly made to obtain the 
jame object, we muft refer to the 
work itfelf. But we cannot take our 
leave of this article, without obferv- 
ing, that great praife is due to Sir 
John Miller, for the zeal and appli- 
cation with which he hath devoted 
himielf to fuch ufeful labours, and 
that we heartily with him fuccefs in 
the farther profecution of his de- 
figrin. 

“On the fubject of law, feveral 
publications have appeared during 
the prefent year, which will be ac- 
ceptable to profeflional men. We 
fhail, according to our annual prac- 
tice, prefent a catalogue of them to 
our readers. In the firft place, we 
fini] announce the continuations cf 
{uch works, as have already acquired 
an eftablifhed reputation. In this 
number we find the third voluine of 
Reports of the Proceedings in the 
Committees of the Houfe of Com- 


mons, upon controverted Lleétions, 
by 
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by Alexander Luders, Efq.” “ Re- 
ports of Caufes agreed and deter- 
mined in the Court of Common 
Pleas, from Eafter Term, 1789, to 
‘Jrinity Term 1790, by H. Black- 
ftone, Efg.” and the “ Reports of 
Caufes in Chancery, to the 3cth of 
Geo. Il. by W. Brown, Efq.” 

To thefe we have now to add, 
« Reports of Cafes in Chancery, by 
C. Ambler ;” “a Digeft of the Law 
of Aétions at Niti Prius, by Ifaac 
hfpinatfe, Efy. in z vols.” an * Effay 
on the Law of Contracts and Agree- 
ments, by J. J. Powell, Efq. in 2 
vols.” * a Dizeft of the Laws con- 
cerning Eleélions, by S. Heywood, 
I fq.” ** Lawsot Bills of xchange, by 
S. Kyd, Efa.” “ the Practice of the 
Court of King’s Bench, in Perfonal 
Actions, Part. I. by W. ‘Tidd ;” 
* Coits in the Court of Chancery, 
with Direétions to the Solicitor ;” 
“ aSyfiem of Englifli Couveyanc- 
iny, adapted to scotland, by J. 
M+‘ Nayr;” © a Collection of Sta- 
tutes and Orders of the Houfe of 
Commons refpecting Elections, by 
R. Troward ;”? and «a ‘Treatife on 
the Law of Elections, according to 
Acts of Parliament, by J. Potter, 
Attorney.”’ 

= 

hi 


? | . : 
i TouowmMme republications 


have 
ikewte appeared during the year 
bouc: “Woods ! 
ancing, a new Edition, ereatly im- 
proved, Dy |. ax well, iq. vol. i 
“a syvitem ot the Law ot Marine 
In. Paices, by Bs. Wes Park, i fa. a 
mew Edition, Improved ;”? an “ In- 
troduction to the Law of Nifi Prius, 
anew Edition, with Additions, by 
F. Buller, hig.” a new edition ot 
« BDurrow’s Reports,” in five vols. 
and anew edinon of “the Crown 
Circurt Companion, with Additions, 
by ‘T. Dogharty.” 

in pure mathematics, the _firft 
publication which attracts our no- 


Uce is, “the Elements of Euclid ; 


v) } 


Pody of Conveye- 
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with Differtations, intended to atid 
and encourage a Critical Examina. 
tion of thefe Elements, as the mo 
effeétual means of eftablithing a iufter 
tafte upon Mathematical Subjea: 
than that which at prefent prevails, 
vol. II, by James Williamfon B.D.” 
The firft volume of this work ap- 
peared fo long ago as the year 1-36, 
and at that time efcaped our notice. 
As thefe volumes contain only thir. 
teen of the fifteen books which h ve 
been commonly afcribed to Euclid, 
it ismoft probable that Mr. William- 
fon unites in opinion with thofe who 
imagine that the two laft were the 
productions of a later period. Asa 
trantlation, they are executed with a 
itrict and clofe attention to the ori- 
ginal, which, in a mathematical 
work, 1s certainly a defirable cir- 
cumiftance., It may be thought that, 
in fome inftances, Mr. Williamfon 
has carried this to an excefs which 
the idiom of the Englifh language 
vill not warrant. As other tranf- 
lators before our author have been 
at leat equally fuecefsful in elucidat- 
ing the ienle of Euclid, the principal 
omedcts of notice are hits diflertations, 
introduced for the purpofe exprefled 
in thetitl. Thefe difertations are 
cight in number. They confift of 
obfer vations on the origin of geome 
tric principles ; the arrangement, 
conftruétion, and explanation of 
propofitions ; on geometrical demon- 
{tration, on the modern authors of 
elements of geometry ; on the me- 
thod of applying numbers to illuf- 
trate Euclid’s propofitions ; critical 
examinations and remarks; and a 
varigty of other topics, too numerous 
to be detailed bv us. Thefe obterva- 
tions, though they may not be all 
thought equally important, or nove', 
contain many juft and ufeful hints 
which deferve the attention of every 
ftudent in this fcience. 

The next work which we have to 
announce 
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announce is the fecond volume of 
& Mathematical Memoirs, refpett- 
ing a variety of Subjects, by John 
Landen, F. R.S.”? Of the publica- 
tion of the firft volume of thefe inge- 
pious and curious refearches, we 
took notice in our Annual Regifter 
for the year 1780. In that work, 
the author treated of the progretiive 
motion of bodies, by which they are 
carried along fome right or curved 
line. Inthe volume before us he 
confiders their rotatory motion, by 
which they are made, at the fame 
time, to turn about fome axis pafling 
through theircentre. Thisfubjeé has 
been but little attended to in ovrown 
country; and many eminent mathe- 
maticians of other nations, who have 
written more largely upon it, have 
adopted erroneous principles, and 
deduced from them falfe and unfatis- 
fattory conclufions. The defign of 
this work, therefore, is to deteét and 
int out thefe errors, and to efta- 
pith the true doctrine of this 
kind of motion. ‘This Mr. Landen 


appears to have done on the true. 


principles of mechanics, and in a 
manner equally perfpicuous and un- 
exceptionable. It is to be lamented 
that fince the publication of this 
work, the mathematical world hes 
fultained a fevere lofs by the death 
ot the learned author. 

The Inftirutes of Arithmetic, 


* seh and _=— Praétical the 
Mentfuration of Superficies and 
Soiids, &c. by Wm. Gordon,”’ con- 


tain aclear explanation of the com- 
mon rules of the fcience, iluftrated 
by a number of judicious examples. 
As the author has defigued his work 
only as “a Directory or Text Book, 
for the ufe of Schools,’”” it deferves 
to be recommended in that light. 
lis arrangement, and the manner 
in which its precepts are explained, 
are well adapted & inftruétion. 

0 f fuch publications as are 
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of a mathematical kind we meet 
with “an Effay on Naval Taétics, 
Syftematical and Hiftoric: al, &c. by 
fohn Clark, Efq. Fellow of th 
Roy al Society of Scottifh Antiquaries, 
&c. pt. I.” The e fubjects which this 
work is to comprehend, are of con- 
fiderable national importance ; and 
are undertaken by an author who 
appears to be well qualific ‘d for the 
inveftigation of them. The volume 
before us is confined to the attack 
from the windward. The doétrine 
which he endeavours to eftablith 
this, that inftead of an admiral at- 
tempting to bear down on an enemy 
to leeward, with the intent of bring- 
ing his whole line into action, he 
fhould commence an attack on the 
three or four fhips in the rear, to 
produce the greateft fuccefs. For 
the principles on which this doctrine 
is built, and the reafons by which 
it is fupported, we muft refer our 
readers to the work itflf. They 
will find it to be an ingenious and 
interefting publication. The au- 
thor’s critical comments on our 
general engagements at fea, from 
that off Toulon, in 1744, under the 
admirals Matthews and Leftock, to 
lord Rodney’s victory in the late 
war, on the 12th of April, and his 
inftructions for the difpofition and 
manouvering of fleets in fimilar 
cafes, are illuflrated by a number of 
of copper plates. 

The iad ors of the fine arts have 
been highly gratified, during the 
prefent year, by the publication of 
the fecond volume of “ the Anti- 
quities of Athens, Meafu: ed and 
Delineated,” by Mefirs. Stuart and 
Revett. The firft volume of t 
truly interefting work was publi ified 
in the year 17 ¢2, and was received 
with that onwaih of approbation 
which was due to a_ performance 
diftinguifhed fo much by accuracy, 
taite, and claffical knowledge. From 
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the impreflions made by that volume, 
the appearance of the remaider of 
the work has been long anxioutly 
expected by the public. And not- 
withftanding that from the circum- 
{tance ef the author's death, the 
prefent volume is offered in an un- 
finifhed ftate, it is worthy of his 
diftinguifhed and eminent abilities. 
It treats of buildings erected while 
the Athenians were a free people, 
chiefly during the adminiftration of 
Pericles. And as the artift has 
« no where obtruded a line of 
imaginary reftoration, and preferring 
truth to every other confideration, 
has taken none of thofe liberties, 
with which painters are apt to in- 
dulge themfelvcs, trom a defire of 
rendering their reprefentations of 
places more agreeable to the eye, and 
better pictures,” it may be con- 
fidered as prefenting us with an ac- 
curate vigw of the fineft remains of 
ancient architectural beauty . and 
magnificence. This circumttance, 
to thofe who confider that at the 
period when thefe buildings were 
erected, the arts of architecture and 
iculpture were at their heighth of 
perfection, will render the volume 
before us an invaluable acquifition. 
{twas the defign of the author, in a 
third volume, to give defcriptions of 
tome buildings erected after the time 
that Athens became fubject to the 
Romans, and fuch other remains of 
antiquity as appeared not unworthy 
the notice of the public, either on 
account of their excellence or fingu- 
larity. Weare glad to find that the 
materials tor this work, were lett by 
Dir. Scuart in a confiderable ttate 


of torwardneis; and we hope that 
his widow may receive that atliftance 


and encouragement, 
enable her ipeedily 
the world. 


which will 
to prefeat it to 
in the volume now be- 
tore. us there are teventy-three large 
plates, which ave executed with great 
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accuracy and elegance, befide man 
vignettes illuftrative of the work. 

“ The Elements of Civil Architec. 
ture, according to Vitruvius and 
other Ancients, and the moft 3 
proved practice of modern Authors, 
efpecially Palladio, by Henry Aldrich, 
D.D. formerly dean of Chriit Church, 
Tranflated by the Rev. Philip Smyth, 
L. L. B. &c.” is a work which wil] 
likewife be received with pleafure 
by the lovers of the fine arts. With 
dean Aldrich’s charaéter, as a matter 
in architecture, the world is fuff- 
ciently acquainted. His original de- 
fign in this work was, “ fo to ex- 
plain to the ftudent the language 
and moft approved precepts of archi- 
tecture, that he might either reft 
fatishied with the inftructions given, 
or elfe be able, by his own applica- 
tion, to fupply any omiflion.” And 
it was his intention to divide his 
work into two parts, the former to 
treat of civil architecture, the latter 
of military. But the firft part only 
was completed by him. = It would 
be fuperfluous to fay, that as far as 
his plan has been executed, it will be 
found of confiderable advantage to 
ftudents, as well as acceptable to ail 
defcriptions of readers. This work 
is illuftrated by fifty-five architec- 
tural plates, and a beautiful en- 
graving of the author. Mr. Smyth 
is entitled to much praife for the 
fidelity and elegance of his tranfla- 
tion. 

{ Though the two parts of the an- 
nual volume of the Philofophical 
‘Tran’aétions have not been publithed 
within the year, we fhall {peak ot 
the different philofophical papers, In 
each, in this annual fketch of the 
progrefs of philofophy. At the 
fame time, we fhall include the an- 
nual volumes, of the Irifh Academy 
and the Edinburgh Society, though 
perhaps, not  ftrictly within the 
limits of the ara; and to thele we 
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muft add another candidate for our 
attention, the volume of the very 
refpectable Society at Calcutta, pub- 
lifhed under the title of “ Afiatic 
Refearches,” of which we gave a 
eneral account in our laft year’s 
Regifter. Such is now the extent ot 
Britifh colonies and connections, 
that we can claim as our own, what 
appears on the banks of the Ganges 
with more propriety than even the 
Tranfaciions of the Society at Bofton 
or Philadelphia. Every branch of 
philofophy will probably receive im- 
provement from the attention of the 
Afiatic obfervers, in a country, 
where philofophy firft reared her 
head, and from whence Greece and 
Rome borrowed their mythology 
and their metaphyfics. Yet the lite- 
rature of the Eaft is not confined to 
the Afiatic Refearches. Mr. Marf- 
den has given a very judicious and 
accurate account of the chronology 
of the Hindoos, in the London 
Tranfaction:, and fhown that their 
chronology reaches nearly to the 
Mofaic ara, with great precifion. 
Mr. Playfair in a very excellent 
Effay, on the Aftronomy of the Bra- 
mins, has followed M. M. Gentil 
and Bailly, in their refearches, 
correcting their eccentricities by the 
rigour of mathematical inveftigation. 
The rules of the Bramins, which are 
{till followed mechanically, he finds, 
were founded on {trict aftronomical 
calculations at a very early period, 
when the fcience’ and the inftru- 
ments were in a ftate equally refpec- 
table: and this period is fcarcely 
later than that difcovered by Mr. 
Marfden in his enquiries. Of the 
foil and its produétions, we have 
little new information. Lieutenant 
Hamilton, in the Afiatic Refearches, 
communicates a defcription, illuf- 
trated by drawing of the makwah 
tree, and Mr. Macdonald in defcrib- 
ing the gold of Sumatra, en- 
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deavours to prove that in this Ifland 
was the ophir of Solomon. Mr. 
Bruce, whofe travels into Abyilinia 
have greatly elucidated many 
branches of natural philofophy and 
natural hiftory, differs from Mr. 
Macdonald, and places Ophir on the 
eaft of Africa, nearly oppofive to 
Madagafcar. In the fame depart 
ment, we may mention a more au- 
thentic account of the voyage to 
Botany Bay, by Mr. White, furgeon 
of the fettlement. It gives much 
information ref{pecting the face of 
the country, and fome fubjects of 
natural hittory ; and ts the promife 
rather of a more particular accoynt 
that a complete defcription. The 
natural hiftory of Eaft iartary, by 
Mr. Radcliff, is a tranflation of the 
Defcription Phyfique de la Contreé 
de la Tauride, tranflated, we appre- 
hend, from the Ruffian language iro 
French; but it is faid to be as au- 
thentic, as it is minute and {cientific. 
Dr. Guthrie’s differtation on the 
climate of Rulfia, in the Edinburgh 
Tranfaétions, is the work of an 
acute, intelligent, obferver ; and M. 
Margart’s effay would furnifh a 
proper appendix to it: we could 
wifh to fee his effay on the topogra- 
phy, manners and difeafes of Mot- 
cow tranilated. Mr. Hamilton, in 
the Ivith Tranfaétions, has added to 
our knowledge of the climate of 
Ireland, by his account of experi- 
ments made to determine the tem- 
erature of the earth's furface in 
1788, inthat ifland. Mr. Oufley, 
in the fame volume, defcribes a 
fingular phenomenon, the moving 
of a bog, undermined feemingly by 
water, and the confequent formation 
of a lake. In this collection allo, 
Mr. Kirwan defcribes the appear- 
ances, which indicate the fhe 
of coals, which Ireland 1s fuppofed 


to contain; and Mr. Mills, in the 
London Tranfactions, defcribesthe 
O 2 {trate 
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{trata and appearances in the north 
of Ireland and the weftern iflands of 
Scotland. ‘To the natural hiftory of 
our own country, we have few im- 
tant additions. Mr. Martha!l, in 
fi various Rural Oconomies, iluf- 
trates the foil and climate of different 
arts of this Wand. Mr. Smellie’s 
eSeereeny of Natural Hiftory is a 
nure extenfive work, comprehe nd- 
a various objects of nature; but it 
is an outline oniv, and not, on the 
whole, a very accurate one. A ju- 
venile opin! ion, refpecting the fe X€5 
of plents, he has preferved, which 
has been attacked with great force 
and propricty by Dr. Rotheram, in 
a letter to Mr. Smellie, entitled the 
+ Sexes of Plants vindicated.” At- 
ton’s Ilortus Kewenfis is almoft the 
only Englifh botanical work of this 
ara, if we except Dr. Withering’s new 
edition of Botanical Arrangements, 
not yetcompleted. Mr, Aiton’s work 
contains no only a defcription of the 
various pia nts in that very extenfive 
and vaiuabie but a very 
thine of the hiftory of Englifh 
horticulture, which might eafily be 
filled up and form an interefting vo- 
lume. To the other productions ci 
lature we have not received any 
vahiable additions. “The fecond part 
of M. Barbut’s Genera Verminm ts, 
tke the former, elegant and fplen- 
did; without any ttriking faults, or 
any particular cacellencies except in 
the appearance. Mr. Bewick’s Ge- 
neral Hiftory of Quadrupeds, adorn- 
ed with wooden cuts, executed ina 
new manner, and finithed with great 
{piri it and effect, deferves to be men- 
tioned, if it were for thefe circum- 
ftances only; but it nuit be — 
thatthe author who feemsto have bee: 
the engraver, has not been deficient 
11 Colleéting fome new and curious 
obiervations, Among the particular 
defcriptions, we may mention Mr. 
Leflie’s Account of the Pancolin of 
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Bahar, in the Afiatic Refearches, 
which comes very near to the Pan. 
golin of Buffon; anda very curious 
dele r iption of ants, that burrow un. 
der the roots of the fugar cane, by 
M. Caftles, in the London Tr anfac- 
tions. Thefe animals choofe this fitu. 
ation merely, as it defends them from 
wet, and do not feed on the plant ; 
but. their number is immenfe, and 
their increafe rapid. We cannot, 

from the annals of this year, tin 
fute the good bifhop of Norway's 
Defcription of the Kraken or Sea 
Worm; but there is a faét, in the 
Hiftory of the Edinburgh Society, 
which feems to point out the fource 
of the deception. It tsan obfervation 
of fome fog banks in the higher la- 
titudes, w hic h, as they lie i in a con- 

tinued line, feem to be portions of 
one vaft animal rifing above the fea 

in different parts. 

Whether the fairy ringlets are the 
effects of thunder, or any ‘other cat ife, 
is not yet determined. Dr. Hutton, 
in the EF inburgh Tranfaétions, has 
added little to our knowledge of their 
origin, but has fhewn that they oc- 
cur in the Craigs near Edinbureh, 
and that, in uneven ground, the cir- 
cles are broken, thouyh the fegmn nt 
are conf{picuous in their proper places. 
Dr. Withering has communicated to 
the Roval soci ietv ans extraordinary 
effects of lige htnin; g; and M. Apinus 
has deferibed two curious tnftances 
of natural electricity, particularly 
confpicuous in Ruflia, from the in- 
fulated ftate of the body, in the dry 
warm apartments of winter. Of the 
other aerial ph rnomena, we may 
mention various defcriptions of lue 
minous arches in the London Trant- 
actions, and Dr. U fher’s Detcription 
of an Aurora Borealis in the Irifh 
Colleétion. The barometer, the great 
meafureofthe variationsof the weight 
of the air, and the electrometer of the 
changes in the ftate of electricity, 
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have received no very confiderable 
jmprovement. There is a very able 
efay on the variations of the baro- 
meter in the Ivifi Tranfa:tions, by 
M. Kirwan ; and a very ingenious 
little work by Mr. Brook, entitled 
«“ Mifcellaneous Experiments and 
Remerks on Ele¢tricity, the Air 
Pump, and the Barometer, with a 
defcription of an Elefrometer ;” but 
what relates to the laft infirument 
has already appeared in the Philofo- 
phical Tranfactions, Among the 
inftruments fubfervient to philofo- 
phy we may alfo mention Mr. 
Crofthwaite’s defcription of three 
different pendulums in_ the [rith 
Tranfa¢tions, and Mr. Keith's de- 
fcription of a mercurial level in the 
Edinburgh Tranfa‘tions. Dr. Uther’s 
account of a new method of illumi- 
nating the wires, and regulating the 
pofition of the tranfit inftrument, es 
well as this author’s obfervations to 
determine, whether magnifying 
powers or aperture contribute moft 
to defcerning tmall ftars in the day 
time, are works fubfervient to aftro- 
nomy more ftriftly; nor ought we 
to pafs over, in this view, Mr. Ro- 
bifon's very judicious effay in the 
Edinburgh Tranfactions, on the mo- 
tion of light, as it is affected by re- 
flecting or refracting fubftances, 
which are alfo in motion, in which 
he deteéts an error of the ce ebrated 
Bofcovich ; Mr. Pigot’s determina- 
tion of the longitude and latitude of 
fome remarkable p.aces on the Severn 
in the London Coijle¢étion, Mr. Bur- 
row’s method of calculating the 
moon's parallax in longitude and 
latitude: or the fame author’s re- 
marks on the the artificial horifons, 
in the Afiatic Refearches. 
Aftronomy has been {till farther 
advanced by the difco.eries of M. 
Herfchell, who has communicated 
to the London society his account 
of the difcovery of a 6th and 7th 


Satellite to Saturn, and another 
paper in which he endeavours to 
fhow, that the luminous points on 
oaturn’s rings, cannot be fatellites 
nearer than the fixth and feventh 
which are denominated in this way, 
from the order of their difcovery, 
not from their diftance. Tio the 
firft paper he adds fome curious ob. 
fervations on the ftructure of Satura’s 
King, and to the fecond fome re- 
marks to fhow, that a rotation feems 
to take place init. Various obler- 
vetions on the places of the Georgian 
planet, made at Edinburg» with an 
wquatorial inftrument, occur in the 
Edinburgh Tranfactions ; and M, 
Baove of Sweden has added to the 
London ‘Ti anfactions, obfervations 
on the planet Venus, to determine 
the Heliocentric longitude of the 
nodes, the annual motion of the 
nodes, and the greateit inclination of 
their orbits. 

In the more {trict philofophical 
departinent, few works of great im- 
portance appear. Dr. Hutton has 
anfwered M. de Luc’s objections to 
his theory of rain, in the Edinburgh 
Tranfattions, but not very fatisfac- 
torily in the opinion of the beft 
judges. Dr. Hutton, in the fame 
collection, has given an able abftract 
of experiments to determine the true 
refiftance of the air to the furface of 
various figures, and moved through 
it with different velocities. Major 
Williams’s experiments on the very 
great expanfive force of freezing 
water. occur alfo in the Ediatfurgh 
Tranfaftions; and, in the irith, are 
obfervations on 2 fubftance equally 
violent i its effec? 
well as on a power, whofe omerae 
tions are perhaps more exteni.ve, 
but lefs active, we mean the mag- 
netic fluid, by captain Drury. In 
the Irifh Collection, we find alfo an 
sé Inquiry into the ditterent Alodes 
of Demonftration by which the Velo- 
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city of Spouting Fluids has been ia- 
veltigated a priori.” In the more 
{triétly mechanical philofophy, fome 
excellent hints relative to friction 
occur in the Afiatic Refearches, by 
Mr. R. Burrow; and, in the Irith 
Tranfactions, are fome experiments 
by Mr. Edgworth on whee! carriages. 
Mr. Anttice, in a feparate work, has 
alfo communicated to the public 
«© Remarks on the comparative Ad- 
vantages of Wheel Carriages of dif- 
ferent Stru¢tures and Draught,” 
which require much atrention, and 
deferve much commendation. Mr. 
Clement's Kev to Natural Philofo- 
phy deferves diftinét notice on ac- 
count of its fingularity, for it is in 

rofe and verfe; and not more re- 
markable for the form, than the 
ftrange eccentric nature of its fub- 
itance. 

The theory of philofophy has been 
of late years approaching very near 
to that of chemiftry, and chemiftry 
has taken the lead in the explanation 
of many phenomena. Dr. Peart’s 
work on the Elementary Principles 
of Nature is almoft wholly of this 
kind, and deferves refpect, for its 
ingenuity ; though we do not find 
his new and peculiar opinions have 
been much followed. His doctrine 
is peculiarly his own, nor does he 
depend much on the theory of Stah! 
or Lavoifier. The influence of the 
new French doctrines om many parts 
of philotophy, if examined, would 
be found to be confiderable ; though 
the French innovators (for till expe- 
rience has decided farther on the pro- 
priety of their political or philofophi- 
cal reformations, they mutt have this 
name) have confined it chiefly te 
their own {cience. They have had 
an able advocate in a Mr. William 
Higgins, who has publithed a com- 

arative view of the phlogiftic and 
antiphlogiftic theories, with an evi- 
dent predilection for the latter. M. 
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Lavoifier’s Elements of Chemiftry, 
proteting chieily to explain the prin. 
ciples of the new nomenclature, but 
in reality giving an able and proper 
view of his own doctrines, have been 
tranflated, during this year, by Mr. 
Kerr. The additions which occur. 
red ina new edition of Fourcroy's 
Chemiftry have been alfo, with great 
propriety, publiihed parately; and 
they fhew, that the new theory con- 
tinued to gain ground in this able 
author’s mud. Mr. Nicholfon, to 
whom we apprehend we are indebted 
for the excellent tranflation of Four- 
croy, has, with becoming impairti- 
ality to either party, publifhed a 
general elementary treatife of che- 
miftry; and Mr. Keir, in the firft 
yart of the very valuable and en- 
esd tranflation of Macquer’s Dic- 
tionary, has, in the part already 
publifhed, adhered to the old doc- 
trine of Stahl. We know not whe- 
ther, like Morveau, the author of 
the chemical part of the new Ency- 
clopedia, his opinions may change 
in the progrefs; but we have been 
informed, that the new doétrine has, 
in the period we are treating of, had 
a numerous acceflion of converts. 
Refpecting chemiftry as applicable 
to the conveniences and comforts of 
life, we may mention fome improve- 
ments, or at leaft fome new inior- 
mation. The works of Hellot, Mac- 
quer, &c,. are novelties only in our 
own language: in this period, they 
have been tranflated. Mr. Keir, in 
the Afiatic Refearches, has fhewn us 
a fimple, but efficacious method ot 
diftilling, as practifed by the natives 
of Chatra ip Ramgur; and we find, 
in the Edinburgh Tranfaétions, an 
account of the method of feparating 
the perfumed oil of rofes (attar ot 
rofes) as praétifed in India. Mr. 
Keir, in the London Tranfactions, 
has defcribed a new compound acid 
menitruum, which, as it is peculiar 
to 
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ty fhe feparation of filver, is with 
great propriety calied aqua regina, 
untefs the French chemiits fhauld 
object to the old term aqua regia: 
his paper, befides this new informa- 
tion, contains fome very ixterefting 
circumftances on the diffolution of 
metals in acids, and their precipita- 
tion. We would mention Dr. Blag- 
den’s * Report on the beft Method 
of proportioning the Excife on Spi- 
rituous Liquors,” not as a fubjeét 
adding to our comforts and conve- 
niences, but ultimately referable to 
this head, fince it is a philofophical 
and chemical inveftigation of the bef 
method of afcertaining the ftrength 
of fpirituous liquors; in other words, 
the quantity of ipirit in the higheft 
flate of rectification, in a given quan- 
tity of water. Dr. Lewis's Philofo- 

hical Enquiry into the Nature and 
Rapertics of common Water, ap- 

ears a very faithful and ingenious 
abftract of the chemical properties 
of this moft ufeful fluid; but, of 
the compound or mineral waters, 
we can only find a fingle new in- 
ftance in the experiments and obfer- 
vations on Horley Green Spa, near 
Halifax, by Dr. Garnet. It appears 
to be an uftful ftyptic, and to refem- 
ble the Moffat water in Scotland. 
The new mineral fubftance from 
Botany Bay analyzed, in the Lon- 
don Tranfactions by Mr. Wedge- 
wood, may at fome future period be 
ufcful, when its different properties 
are better known: it appears to be 
an earth of a new kind. 

The aerial chemiftry has made no 
very great progrefs in this kingdom 
during the prefent year. Dr. Auftin 
has indeed analyzed the heavy in- 
flammable air, and pointed out its 
conftituent parts; but a much more 
important work is Dr. Crawford’s 
Experiments and Obfervations, pub- 
lifhed as well as Dr. Auftin’s paper, 
in the London Tranfactions, on the 


we 


Matter of Cancer, and the aerial 
fluids, extricated from animal fub- 
ftances by diftillation and putrefac- 
tion. This new air, which our au- 
thor calls animal hepatic, appeors 
not to differ greatly from the airs 
already known. It is probably a 
combination of hepatic air with 
animal fubftances in a ftate of gas, 
in confequence of putrefaction. Yer 
perhaps, fo far as cancer is a local 
difeafe, it may in fome degree influ- 
ence the treatment; and leffen the 
fufferings, in other cafes, when an 
operation isnotadmiflible. Wecan- 
not truft to Mr. Saffory’s fecret re- 
medy for cancers, publrhed during 
this period, under the delufive title 
of a ** Treatife on the Caufes and 
Effects of Schirrous Tumours and 
Cancers,”’ and can find yet no effec- 
tual remedy but the knife. Mr. 
Fearon’s pamphlet on this fubject, 
with his new and fuccefsful mode of 
operating, chiefly contains directions 
for preferving the found fkin, and 
expediting the cure, but it 1s not 
quite cértain, that the fubfequent 
difcharge may not be of fervice. 
Gangrenes and mortifications, ari- 
fing trom local irritation, may per- 
haps fometimes be cured by Mr. 
White’s boafted remedy, the mutk 
with the volatile alkali, and fave the 
dreadful expedient of an operation, 
Mr. Juftamond’s Surgical Tracts, 
artly orivinal, and in part tranflated 
from the French, appear in many 
points of view really valuable. The 
venereal difeafe, notwithftanding 
Mr. Deacon's * Compendious Trea- 
tife, divefted of technical ‘Terms,”’ 
Mr. Swainfon’s ** Account of Cures 
by Velno’s Vegetable Syrup,” or Mr. 
Jefle Foot’s new difcovered fact, 
which a pears to retl on a very Un- 
certain foundation, continues to ¢x- 

ert its deftrudtive ravages. 
A new edition of Dr. Percival’s 
Effays, Medical, Philofophical and 
P O 4 Expe- 
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Experimental, have appeared in this 
period, with various additions, fome 
of which have been fince publithed 
in the Manchefter Memoirs; and 
Dr. Swainfton, a refpeétable practi- 
tioner in York, has publifhed his 
“¢ Thoughts, Philofophical and Prac- 
tical,”” which do not appear to have 
been received with particularrefpedl. 
"lhe Medical Commentarics,znother 
mifcellaneous collection, is continued 
with the fame diligence, induftry, 
and ability, as diftinguifhed the for- 
mer volumes. Dr. Adair’s works 
are milcellaneous, when brought to. 
gether ; and his numerous publica- 
tions of this year fearcely deferve to 
be difcriminated. They fhew, that 
his intrepidity and confidence are 
not leffened, and that ufual, a 
mixture of good fenie and juft ob- 
fervation is not incompatible with 
many ftrange irregularities and in- 
confiftencies. On the fubiect of the 
{mall pox, he thinks the method of 
Sutton (the cooling method) has 
been fometimes carried too far, anc 
in this refpect, he is fupported by 
Dr. Walker in his “ Enquiry into 
the Sinall ’}ox medical and political.” 
So far as the medical treatment is 
concerned, he recommends a ftate 
of geptle perfpiration. The nofo- 
logical and comparative View of the 
Cynanche Maligna and Scarlatina 
Anginofa is, in many refpeéts, a 
practical work, and Mews no ‘ncon- 
fiderable ability. Dr. Ham?':on’s 


; F . . ad } 
Account oj Ditters per, cal ed by 
. } - : ‘ ' ‘7 ° 
tue peaple ot England the SUID Ps, 


pra thie Edinbury h Tranfactions, is a 
u‘eful view of another fpecies of 
angina, which chieflv affeéis the 
conglobate glands. This work re- 
miods us of Dr. Hendys’ Vindiea- 


tion of Opinions and Fa‘ts refpecting 
the glandular Difeave of Barbadoes, 
in which he attacks his numerous 
eppenents with great warmth and 
aiperity. Ow the fubject of fever 








LITERATURE. 


in general, unlefs we are allowed 
to mention Mr. ?rofler’s Treatif: on 
the Strangles and Fevers of Horfes, 
We have no particular work to poiat 
out, for Dr. Balfour's * Treatife ay 
putrid inteftinal remitting Fevers” js 
chiefly defigned to fhow, that the 
fun and moon have, at leat in In- 
dia, a confiderable influence on the 
attacks and periods of fevers; and 
another anonymous treatife oa 
fevers, revives only the exploded 
opinion of their being owing to 
animalcula, M. Faulkner's Obfer- 
vations on the general and improper 
Treatment of Infinity, is a work de- 
figned only to raife the credit of the 
author; and Mr. Rymer’s “ Trea- 
tife on Indigeftion,”’ as it concludes 
with recommending a fecret remedy, 
def rves little further notice. {a 
fuch compl}. tnts,Dr. Faleoner’s l’rac- 
tical Diff rtation on the Medicinal 
Effects of the Bath Waters, will af- 
forda much fafer atiftance, thougl 
the author does not confine himielf 
to this complaint, but examines, 
with his ufual diligence and ability, 
the effects of thefe famous waters in 
many other difeafes. Nor will Mr. 
Rymer’s fecret remedy be probably 
more fuccefsful than the Quaffia Si- 
maruba, though we muft add, that 
Dr. Wright’s ** Botanical and Me- 
dical Account” of this remedy as it 
was long fince written, has been in 
fubftance anticipated, before its pub- 
lication in the laft volume of the 
Edinburgh Tranfactions. Dr. Blane, 
in the London Tranfactions, has 
given a good account ef the Nardus 
Indica, a medicine once highly ce- 
lebrated in fimilar complaints. The 
Tabafkeer, another Indian remedy 
of the refrigerant clafs, has been al- 
fo defcribed at fome length by Dr. 
Ruffelinthe fame collection. Among 
the exploded remedies, we may 
mention the ridiculous attempt to 
revive the practice of animal mage 
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netifin; and among the new ones, 
the letter to fir John Sinclair con- 
cerning the virtues of the Munake- 
liad, which is reprefeated as much 
more antifeptic than the other mi- 
neral acids. The Supplement to Dr. 
Monro’s Treatife un medical and 

harmaceutical Chemiftry, contains, 

efides {ome additional chemical re- 
marks, an account of many articles 
of the Materia Medica which were 
before omitted ; and Mr. William 
Meyrick, in his “ New Family 
Herbal,” has colle‘ted alfo the dif- 
ferent virtues afcribed to plants. 
The “ Thoughts and Obfervations 
on Dr. James’s Powder in the Pre- 
vention and Cure of Difeafes, by a 
Geutleman of the Faculty,” nei- 
ther extends, nor adds to the virtues 
of that celebrated medicine, whole 
ufe willbe much abridged by its fub- 
fiitute the Pulvis Antimonialis, of 
the lift London Pharmacopeia. 

Milk is occafionally ufed as a re- 
medy and as a food ; and we ought 
to mention with particular refpect, 
Dr. Clarke’s ** Obfervations on the 
Properties commonly attributed to 
the Human Milk, by Medical Wri- 
ters, on the Change it undergoes in 
Digeftion, and the Difeafes fuppofed 
to originate irom this Source in Infan- 
cy,” publifhed in the Irifh Tranf- 
actions. Our author’s obfervations, 
Oppofe in many inftances commonly 
received opinions; and, as they are 
copied from nature, deferve parti- 
cular attention. Mr. Frank in his 
* Obfervations on animal Life and 
apparent Death,” is lefs accurate : 
it is enough to obferve that our au- 
thor is one of the remaining fcyons 
of Dr. Brown. 

The account of a child with a 
double head, is almoft the only ia- 
{tance of anatomical novelty. The 
author is Mr. Home, who commu- 
nicated this fingular inftance of an 
adJitiona] head joined to the vertex 


of the natural one, by the vertex, to 
the Royal Society. It feemed to de- 
rive its life from the perfect body, 
rather than to be capable of living by 
its own powers, and js, in every ref- 
pect a fingular curiofity. Mr. Ander- 
fon’s * Obfervations on the Brain,” 
are chiefly pathological, but accurate 
and juft. Mr. Halloran’s “ Critical 
and Anatomical Examination of the 
Parts immediately interefted in the 
Operation of the Cataract,” as well 
as Dr. Stack’s “ Effay to improve 
the Theory of defective Sight,” 
both inferted in the Irifh Tranfac- 
tions, though not free from occafional 

miftakes, deferve great attention. ] 
Among the Hiftorical productions 
of the year, the firft which demands 
our notice in point of importance 
is, the Hiftory of Greece, by William 
Mitford, Efq. vol. 11”. For an ac- 
count of the contents and merits of 
the firft volume of this work, we 
refer our readers to our Hiftory of 
Domeltic Literature for the year 
1784. The prefent volume begins 
with the eleventh chapter, in which 
the author takes a view of the 
weftern countries politically con- 
neéted with the Greeks, and of the 
Grecian fettlements in Sicily and 
Italy. Tis accounts of thefe are 
drawn up with much _perfpicuity 
and concifenefs, and may be con- 
fidered as pleafing and inftruétive 
epifodes. In the twelfth chapter 
Mr. Mitford treats of the affairs 
of Greece from the conclufion of 
the Perfian war, to the eftablifh. 
ment of the fecurity of Greece by 
the fuccefles of Cimon ; and con- 
cludes with fome judicious remarks 
on the chara&er of Themiftocles. 
The next chapter carries forward 
the affairs of Greece from the efta- 
blifhment of its fecurity againft 
Perfia, to the truce of thirty ycars 
between Athens and Lacedamon. 
This period was diftinguifhed by 
the 
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the banifhment of Cimon, the ad- 


miniftration of Pericles, and the 
rapid improvement of Athens, un- 
der the patronage of the latter, in 
fcience and the elegant arts. In 
the next part of this work, which 
occupies nearly two- thirds of the 
volume, and with which it concludes, 
Mr. Mitford has entered into a par- 
ticular account of the famous Pelo- 
sonnefian war. The guide whom 
he rincipally follows, in this pe- 
riod of the hiftory, is Thucydides ; 
while at the fame time he has 
not neglected what information he 
could obtain from other authentic 
fources. Onthe whole, this work is 
executed in a fimilar manner with 
the firft volume. It affords ample 
teftimony to the diligence and in- 
duftry of the author; and may be 
recommended to the Englifh reader, 
as containing a full and accurate 
narrative of facts in Grecian hif- 
tory. And notwithftanding that we 
have obferved fame of the fame ble- 
mithes in hisftyle which we former- 
ly noticed, uw is but juftice to add, 
ba they are neither fo numerous 
nor confpicuous. One circunftance 
we remarked, which we did not ex- 
pect to meet with in a Hiftory of 
Greece, and which, to fay the leaft, 
is needlefsly introduced ; and that 
is a digreflion, in which the author 
enters his proteft againft the flrug- 
gles for freedom in France, and 
execrates the proceedings of the 
national aflembly, which he ftigma- 
tizes under the name of democra- 
tic def{potifm. 

The next work which we have to 
announce, tn point of order, is the 
Ild. volume of *“* a View of An- 
cient Hiftory ; including the Pro- 
grefs of Literature and the Fine 
rte &c. b y William Rutherford, 

D. dD.” The firft volume of this 
work was noticed by us in our Re- 
gifter for the year 1788; and was 





DOMESTIC L 





ITERATURE. 





recommended as one of the moft jn 
ftructive and pleating of all the 
abridgements of Ancient Hiftory 
that we had feen. The volume 
now before us, does equal credit to 
the abilities, difcrimination, and 
tafte of the author. The narra 

tive part is written in a manner cal- 

culated to engage the attention; 

and the reflections that occur, are 
judicious and interefting. The hif. 
torical account of the rife and pro- 
grefs of literature and of the fine 
arts, will be particularly accepta- 
ble to the reader. This volume 
comprehends the period from the 
clofe of the firft Perfian war tothe 
main of the Thebian ftate. 

‘ The Hiftory of the Reian of 
Sieney the Second, and of Richard 
and John, his Sons: with the Events 
of that Period from r1¢4 to 1216, 
&e. by the Rev. Jofeph Berington,” 
is a work which we have been ex- 
pecting fince the year 1787, when 
the author’s Hiftory of the Lives of 
Abeillard and Heloifa was publifhed. 
That hiftory contained a mafterly 
iketch of the principal events which 
took place, and the moft eminent 
characters who flourifhed, during 
the eleventh and part of the twelfth 
centuries, and threw confiderable 
light on the ftate of knowledge and 
literature at that period. The pre- 
fent volume may be confidered as a 
continuation of the fame defi: ‘Ne It 
comprehends events and charaéters 
that are peculiarly interefting in 
Englith hittory. Andit affor: 's abun- 
dant evidence of the learning and 
induftry of the author, of his feli- 
city inreprefe nting hiftoric facts with 
uncommon energy, and anim ition, 
and of a comprehenfive and liberal 
mind. Of civil liberty he isa warm 
encomiaft: and avows himfel! a 2¢a- 
lous advocate for unlimited tolera- 
tion. But, ftrange as it may appears 


he is at the fame time the apo: hogilt 
ot 
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of Thomas A Becket, the moft am- 
bitious and arrogant of priefts, who 
would have fubjected the nation to 
the unreftrained tyranny of the pa- 

| fee, and who withed to eftablith 
a fyftem of ecclefiaftical independ- 
ence dettructive of all good order 
and public tranquillity.” We think, 
however, that Mr. Berington has 
entirely failed in what appears to 
have been a favourite object with 
him; and that with the utmoft ex- 
ercife of hisingenuity and acutenefs, 
he has not been able to fhake the 
credit of lord Littleton’s difpaffion- 
ate and candid hiftory. ‘Thofe who 
can make allowances for that par- 
tiality to which the author feems tu 
have been inclined from the preju- 
dices of education, will receive from 
the perufal of this volume much 

leafare as well as information. 

Dr. Dornford’s tranflation of an 
“ Hiftorical Developement of the 
prefent Political Conftitution of the 
German Empire, by John Stephen 
Pitter, Privy Counfellor of Juftice, 
Ordinary Profeflor of Law in the 
Univerfity of Gottingen, &c. in 
three Voiumes,” is a work that 
will be peculiarly acceptable to the 
Englith reader. The original was 
undertaken by the defire of the 
queen of Great Britain; and is con- 
fidered in Germany as a moft va- 
luable and ufeful work, compofed 
by a well-informed, judicious, and 
impartial hiftorian, who, from the 
manner in which the greater part 
of his life has been employed, was 
particularly qualified to engage in 
fuch a tafk. This work is divided 
into fourteen books. The firft book 
treats of the Germanic conftitution 
from the earlieft times, to the de- 
cline of the Carlovingian race, A. D. 
888. ‘The fecond and third books 
contain, what the author very pro- 
perly calls the firft and fecond pe- 
riods of the middle ages, to the year 
1308. The fourth book, which be- 


gins the firft period of modern hif- 
tory, commences with the emperor 
Maximilian, and defcribes the ori- 
gin of the Imperial chamber, the 
Aulic council, the divifion of the 
empire into circles, the eftablifhment 
of the Roman law, the commotions 
in the church, and the reformation 
begun by Luther. The eventful pe- 
riod from the acceffion of Charles V. 
to his refignation of the Imperial 
crown, is deferibed in the fifth book, 
The fixth, feventh, and eighth relate 
the hiftory of the conftitution of the 
empire from that fingular event to 
the end of the reign of Ferdinand 
III. with an account of the wars 
and negociations which terminated 
in the peace of Weftphalia, and of 
the effects produced by that memo- 
rable treaty. Inthe ninth and tenth 
books we have a view of Germanic 
affairs, from that period to the Prag- 
matic Sanction, which was concluded 
under the emperor Charles VI. in 
1740. The remaining books of this 
work contain the ftate of things in 
the empire, the different changes in 
its fw ls Big the moft remarkable 
events which took place to the year 
1786, and general obfervations on 
the conftitution as it exifts at prefent, 
As a tranflator, Dr. Dornford is en- 
titled to confiderable praife. His 
verfion appears to be faithful and 
accurate ; and he has enriched it by 
a number of inftruétive and enter- 
taining notes, a view from the Sta- 
tiftical Tables lately publifhed at 
Berlin, &c. of the population, re- 
venues, military eftablifhments, &c. 
of the principal territories of the 
Germanic empire, and a copious in- 
dex; which are valuable improve- 
ments of the original work. 

The defign of the following work, 
by Thomas B. Clarke, may be fuf- 
ficiently learned from its title, which 
is, A Statiftical View of Germany, 
in refpeét to the Imperial and Tern- 
torial Conftitution, Forms of Go- 


vernment, 
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vernment, Legiflation, Adminiftra- 
tion of Juftice, and eceleftical State ; 
with a Sketch of the Chara¢ter and 
G:nius of the Germans, and a fhort 
Enquiry into the State of their Trade 
and Commerce; and alfo a diftiné 
View of the Dominions, Extent, 
Number of Inhabitants to a fquare 
Mile, chief Towns, with their Size 
and Population, Revenues, Ex- 
pences, Debt, and military Strength 
of each State.’”” The materials far 
this work appear to have been col- 
icéted by the author from the moft 
authentic fources, and are arranged 
by him with order and perfpi ulty, 
« Without entering deep! y into de- 
tail, or remotely into cau‘es,” Mr. 
Clarke has, in this publication, per- 
formed an acceptable fervice to the 
ftudent in German hiftory. 
With uncommon pleafure have 

we read the “ General View of 
Sweden, &c.” tranflated from the 
French of Mr. Catteau. This au- 
thor feems to have been peculiarly 
well qualified for the tafk which he 
undertook. He had lived long in 
Sweden; travelled repeatedly into 
its internal parts ; and was well ac- 
quainted with the language of the 
inhabitants. But he did not depend 
folely on his own obfervations. He 
ebtained confiderable information 
from many Jearned and well-in- 
formed natives, and confulted the 
beft hitlories that could fupply him 
with any authentic materials. With 
thefe helps he has drawn up an ufe- 
ful and interefting work, abounding 
in judictous and liberal refleftions, 
and written in a pleafing and ani- 
mated ftyle. The fubjeds princi- 
pally treated of in this vo lume, be- 
fide the hiftory of the country are, 
the king's titles, court, tamily, &c. ; 
the connection of Sweden with fo- 
reign powers; an hiftorical detail of 
its conititution, to the form efta- 
blithed in 1772; intesior govern- 
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ment; religion; civil and crim i; nal 
laws; military efta lifhmert; re. 
venues and expences ; popu! ation ; 
natural riches ; cultivation : domef. 
tic ana foreign commerce; 1 ation ial 
character, manners, and cuficms of 
the mvhabitants; lang u2re; = tsand 
{cie NCES 5 and antiquities. Mr. Cat. 
teau does not appe? ar to difadvantae ge 
in an Englith drefs. 
* The Hiftory of France, from 
the firft Eftablifiment of that Mo. 
narchy to the p fer int Revol Iti0n, In 
three Volumes,” contains a ‘uditines 
and pleafing abridgment of the hif- 
tory of a country, the annals of 
which muft be pa rtic ularly intereft- 
ing at this eventful period. The 
h ait volt ime commences with an ac- 
count of the origin and firft expedi . 
tions of the Franks, previous to the 
reign of C lovis, who was the founder 
of the French monarchy, and carries 
down the hiftory to the end of the 
reign of Lewis XI. In the fecond 
volume this hiftory is continued from 
the acceffion of Charles VIII. to the 
death of Lewis XIV. The third 
volume is employed on the more 
modern part of French _hittory, 
which is brought down to the eve of 
the late revolution. A publication 
like the prefent, executed with fide- 
lity and judgment, has been for a 
long time a defideratum in Englifh 
literature. And it is but juftice to 
award to the author, or authors, of 
thefe volumes, the praife of having 
furnifhed an wfelul and accurate 
compendium of French hiftory, 
written with eleoance and fpirit, 
which deferves a favourable recep- 
tion from young g perfons, and from 
erfons of every age who have not 
Pifure or incline ition to ftudy more 
prolix and voluminous works. In 
the third volume, the caufes which 
produced the late revolution are de 
veloped with great perfpicuity and 
impartiality; and the narrative 1S 
ifr: 
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interfperfed with remarks and re- 
feétions which will be particularly 
acceptable to thofe who rejoice at 
beholding the fubjects of fo extentive 
an empire emancipating themfelves 
from the chains of tvranny and fu- 

rftition, and afferting their com- 
mon claim to civil and religious 
freedom. 

The “ Hiftorical and Critical Me- 
moirs of the general Revolution in 
France, in the Year 1789, from the 
Opening of the States General, on 
the 25th of April, till the framing 
the Conftitution, on the 6th of Au- 
guft following, by John Talbot Dil- 
lon, Efq. B.S. R. E. &c.” confit of 
an interefting detail of particulers 
relating to tiat memorable event, 
collected from authentic papers, and 
accompanied with forme of the moft 
remarkable fpeeches of the characters 
who were eminently active in accom- 
plithing it. ‘To this work Mr. Dil- 
lon has prefixed a fenfible and ani- 
mated difcourfe on the univerfal 
abufz of power, and on the defpo- 
tifin of the Freach monarchy at the 
time of the late revolution, which 
contains many juft and liberal fenti- 
ments. We cannot pafs any enco- 
miun. on his atrangement and ftyle, 
in which he appears to have been 
betrayed into negligences and im- 
propri¢ties by his too great hafte in 
ufhering his production into the 
world, 

From the “ Sketches chiefly re- 
lating to the Hiltory, Religion, 
Learning, and Manners of the Hia- 
doos, with a concife Account of the 
prefent State of the native Powers of 
Hindoftan,” we have received much 
information and pleafure. The in- 
veltization of Oriental hiftory and 
antiquities, and of the culftoms, man- 
ners, and laws of the Afiatic nations 
has, of late years, very much em- 
ployed the attention of feveral Eng- 
kh gentlemen at Calcutta. A foci- 
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ety has been eftablifhed in that place, 
for this exprefs objet; and, from 
the accounts tranfmitted home, it 
eppears that they have made confi- 
derable progrefs. By ftudying an 
acquaintance with the Sanferit lan- 
guage, in which the moft authentic 
and ancient records of the Brahmans 
are written, by opening communica- 
tions from the refidence of the grand 
lama to the extremity of the penin- 
fula of India, and by frequently vifit- 
ing the interior parts of the country, 
they have obtained much more ex- 
tenfive information than any Euro- 
peans ever pofleff2d before. The 
author of thefe Sketches has availed 
himfelf of their labours, in drawing 
up his interefting and inftructive 
work. After fome general reflec- 
tions on the hiftory and religion of 
mankind, and enumerating the prin- 
cipal fources of information concern- 
ing Hindoftan, he enters into a fhort, 
but comprehenfive and i oye 
hiftory of that country. To thig 
fucceed accounts of the government, 
religion, manners, and cuftoms of 
the Hindoos; of the mytholozy, 
learning, philofophy, and aftrono- 
my of the Brahmans; and of the 
political {tate of the native powers of 
Hindoftan. Qn thete various topics 
the author delivers a variety of valu- 
able and curious particulars, which 
will afford ample gratitication to the 
reader. It is proper to add, that 
thefe Sketches recommend them- 
felves, not only by the information 
and entertainment which they COL- 
vey, but by the elegance and cor- 
re‘tnefs of their language. 

{In our Hiftorv of the Literature 
of Germany, for the year «78>, 
we took notice in terms of approba- 
tien, of a work entitled * The 
(tate of Government, Religion, Li- 
tetature, and the Artsin Great Bri- 
tain, towards the Clofe of the 


Eighteenth Century, by D. G. F. 
vorurd 


Augull le 











































































































[222] 


Auguftus Wendeborn, Minifter of 
a German Church in London.” 
During the prefent year, this inte- 
refting and entertaining work has 
been tranflated into Fy iolith, by the 
author himfelf, and publi ifhed under 
the title of “ A View of England 
towards the Clofe of the Fighteenth 
Century, &c. in 2 vols.”’ In his 
preface Dr. Wendeborn informs us, 
* that having received information 
that more than one Engliih tranf- 
Jation, by different perfons, was 
about to be undertaken, he had 


reafon to apprehend, that rthefe 
tranilators might not do that 
juftice to the original, which he 
would naturally wifh for; and 


therefore, in his own defence, and 
contrary to his inclination, he un- 
dertook the tranilation himfelt.” 
He withes the E: rglifh re ader, “to 
keep it always in mind, that the 
author is a foreigner, who wrote if 
with no other view than that of in- 
ftructing his own countrymen. 
Many things, therefore, in thie ori- 
ginal muft appear uninterefting toa 
well informed Englithuin: IN 5 aad for 
this reafon, fundry paffages, rela- 
tive to matters which are iufticie ntly 
known in this country, are omitted 
in the tranflation.” Although we 
have already given our general opi- 
nion of the merits of this 
cannot dilmils it without warmly 
recommending it to our readers, ai- 
furing them, that it contains ai 
difpathonate, characteritti 
ftructive view of England, and the 
Engltih nation, than we remember 
to have met with in any other pub- 
lication. As ai tr: this 
work appearsto be executed with 
great and ui common merit. in 
us Englith drefs it 
foirit of a 


works, we 


, 
wnflati on, 


maintains all the 
n original; and is, in ge- 
as correct and perfpicu 


-— se t. a ee 
> a L 4 ad been Uc taken wv a ha- 
tive of 
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The * Defcriptive Account of the 
Ifland of Jamaica, by Willian Be k 
ford, E Aq. in 2 vols.’? js a wok 
which contains much valuable infec 
mation relative to that ifland acy its 
ftaple « comimor lity, intermixed with 
pi tureigue detcriptions of the face 
of the count: vy; thé pe 


’ 


the climate 


cullariti s of 
; the {ports of the field, 
a ie quifit ions on the management 


or the negroes, reflections on the 
probable confequences of the abo- 
lition of the flave trade, or of 


their emancipation, and numerous 
other fubjects which are admitted 


as eptfodes into the body of his 


work, s Mr. Beckford’s account 
is not arranged in a regular plan, 
if is not eafy wit woe our prefcribed 
1h mits, to give a more {pccilic view 


of its ontents, v c ie. how- 
ever, to add, that from his long re- 
idence in Jamaica he had opportu- 
nities of being well acquainted with 
the {cenes w his h he - that 
many of his digreflions which may 
be tho agn inneceflary, will afford 
amufement to the reader; and that 
ei yns to the planter and th 


y af 929} 
Geicrive 


’ 
uleful 


i) 


politician may be drawn from his 
rc! ae 
Mr. | imfreville’s é< Prefent State 
* Hudfon’s Bay ; containing a tull 


Def ription of th 


‘ 
. q* ] . "1 | 
it octtiement a 
hoa arinini 
til ‘ ul Olly ie 


ount ry, &c.” owas 
written, principally, \ with a view 
the fet- 
worid to 


{ 1 atone et » wales { 
Ol explaining tne Vaile O1 
> 


tlements in that part of the 
the public ; in what refpects they 
are C: apal ble of impre sywement; and 
to pi int out the mifchievous nfedts 
of that monopoly which the compa- 
ny enjoy. In this little work, the 
author has detailed a number of ob- 
{ervations on the nature of the coun- 
try, the inhabitants, their languages, 
the Animal creation, the climate, 
and the mode of iting the 
commerce of the com; pany, which 
will afford entertainment to all de- 
{criptions 
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feriptions of readers. Many of the 
faéts which he fets forth, are of fuf- 
ficient importance to claim the at- 
tention of government. Mr. Um- 
freville appears to have acquired 
fufficient knowledge for writing 
this hiftory, by a refidence of 
eleven years in the fervice of the 
Hudfon’s Bay Company; and his 
work is drawn up in an eafy and 
pleafing ftyle. 

The ** Naval and Military Me- 
moirs of Great Britain, from the 
Year 1727, to the prefent Time, by 
R, Beatfon, Efq. in three volumes,” 
compofe a work which will be _ 
ticularly acceptable not only to thofe 
who are converfant in military and 
naval affairs, but to readers in gene- 
ral. The objeét of the author is to 
afford, from authentic fources, and 
with proper illuttrations, a view of 
the warlike tranfactions of this 
country, fo far as they are connected 
with maritime affairs, from the pe- 
riod referred to; to be particular 
and minute refpecting individual 
fervices; to trace the errors and 
mifcarriages that have arifen to their 
proper fources ; and to pay a proper 
tribute of refpeét to thote officers 
and commanders who have deferved 
well of this country. The prefent 
volumes extend the author’s narra- 
tion as far as the year 1762; and 
have each of them a copious ap- 
pendix, containing defcriptions of 

laces, public letters, capitulations, 

ines of battle, &c. &c. It is his in- 
tention to complete his defign in three 
additional volumes,confifting of more 
recent materials, which are in confi- 
derable forwardnefs. This work, 
from the nature of the fubjeét on 
which it treats, will be expected to 
contain a number of interefting par- 
ticulars; and thofe who take it up 
with that expectation, will not be 
difappointed. They will meet, hke- 
wife, with many fenfible and ufeful 


reflections, which do honour to the 
principles and public {pirit of the 
author, and are highly defervin 
of attention. Captain Beatfon, wit 
great modeity, declines all claim to 
the title of an hiftorian, from an 
re geen « that he does not pof- 
fefs the higher qualifications necef- 
fary to that charaéter. His work, 
however, is recommended by the au- 
thenticity of the materials which he 
has colleéted, great candor and 
yr phar ped and a fufficient plain- 
neis and perfpicuity of ftyle. And 
we entertain no doubt, but that 
the reception which it will meet 
with will encourage the author to a 
{peedy publication of his remaining 
volumes. 

Among other methods which have 
been adopted, to perpetuate the me- 
mory of important events, or to ce- 
lebrate the brilliant actions of dif- 
tinguifhed characters, that of ftrik- 
ing medals in commemoration of 
thew, is a practice that hath obtained 
in moft nations, and from very ear- 
ly times. From thofe which remain 
of the Greeks and Romans, not only 
have the lovers and profeffors of the 
fine arts been gratified, but the claf- 
fical fcholar has been enabled to «x- 
plain many difficult paflages, the di- 
vine to illuftrate the theology of the 
ancients, and the chronologift and 
hiftorian to collect important dates 
and faéts. Thofe writers, therefore, 
who have employed themfelves in 
arranging and publithing fyftems of 
thefe medals, have done confiderable 
fervice to the interefts of literature. 
One of the moft fplendid publica- 
tions of this kind,intended to illuf- 
trate the hiftory of our own coun- 
try, has appeared during the = 
year, under thetitle of ** The Me- 
dalic Hiftory of England, to the 
Revolution, with forty Plates.”” Mr. 
Evelyn, in his Numifmata, had pub- 
tifhed many Englifh medals; _ 
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he had been followed by different 
authors, particularly by Mr. Snel- 
ling, who had defervedly acquired 
very confiderable reputation. His 
work, however, was incomplete, and 
has been much improved upon in 
the prefent plan ; which is the moft 

erfect and interefting of any which 

ave been offered to the public. 
But we do not pronounce it to be 
free from errors and defects. Of the 
former feveral appear in the tranfla- 
tions of the infcriptions ; and of the 
latter many might be eafily fupplied, 
by confulting thofe repofitories to 
which the gentlemen concerned in it 
could have eafy accefs. This work, 
notwithftanding, is highly deferving 
of the patronage of the public. 
The numerous plates are executed 
with great elegance, as well as fide- 
lity, and are accompanied with ex- 
planations and remarks which are 
valuable and curious. 

Another branch of fcience which 
aflifts in bringing into view “all that 
is heroic in character, and all that 
is illuftrious in ftory,” is Heraldry. 
And in this fcience, the curiofity of 
Englifhmen is frequently directed to 
enquire into the character and ex- 
ploits of thot diitinguithed pel fons, 
wid, in a civil or military capacity, 
have acquired thoie honours for 
themfelves and their pofterity, which 
have contributed to raife the arifto- 
cratic branch of our conititution. 
Among the ditlerent publications 
which have appeared to gratuty this 
curiofity, the moft {plendid and in- 
terefting “ isthe Englith Peerage ; 
or, a View of the ancient and prefent 
State of the Englifl Nobility; to 
which is{ubjoined a chronological Ac- 
count of fuch Titles as have become 
extinct, from the Norman Conqueft 
to the beginning of the Year 1790, 
in three volumes quarto.” The ob- 
ject of the editor of this work is, to 
avoidthe coldnefs of the chronolo- 

o 
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gift on the one hand, and the minute 
particularity of the hiftorian on the 
other ; toemploy “ expreflions fim. 
ple, clear, and emphatical,”’ in de- 
{cribing the origin of every particu- 
lar family, with the account of every 
perfon in it who had been diftin. 
guifhed for ability, memorable ac. 
tions, commands, high offices, dig- 
nities, &c. and a detail of the births, 
marriages, promotions, and titles 
of the living perfons of the family, 
&c. &c. and to render the“ whole or- 
namental to the library, and honour- 
able to the ftate of arts and printing 
in England.” On the whole, we 
may obferve, that this work is unri- 
valled in its kind, whether we con- 
fider it as aconcife hiftory of the 
genealogies of our Englifh nobility, 
and the refpeétive merits of their 
different members, or attend to the 
elegance and {plendor of the engrav- 
ings of the. arms. Such a publica- 
tion was much wanted; and will be 
highly acceptable, not only to the 
lovers of heraldry, but to the lovers 
of the fine arts. 

The “ Colleétion of Treaties be- 
tween Great Britain, and other 
Powers; by G. Chalmers, Efg. in 
2 vols.”’ is a work which will be an 
acceptable prefent to the hiftorian, 
and {tatefman, as well as to readers 
in general. This collection has been 
made, with great attention and accu- 
racy, froma vaft mafs of difcordant 
matter, forming nearly forty volumes 
in folio. It is prefaced by a chro- 
nological index of the treaties which 
have been made, at various times 
with different nations, with rele- 
rences to where they may be found ; 
and contains, at length, fuch as ap- 
peared to the editor to be the oft 
interefting and important. ‘The 
following is the order in which the 
different countries ftand in his litt: 
after beginning with Kuffia, in the 
North, he has regularly ar 
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to the fouth of Europe, whence he 
has diverged to Africa and Afia, and 
ended finally in America. From 
thisgeneral account of the compila- 
tion before us, our readers will be 
able to form a fufficient idea of its 
utility and convenience. 

To the ftudents in LEcclefiaftical 
Hiftory, Dr. Prieftley’s “ General 


Hiftory of the Chriftian Church, to: 


the Fall of the Weftern Empire, in 
two Volumes,” will be an acceptable 
and ufeful prefent. In this work the 
learned author has departed from 
the ufual divifion into centuries, 
which has: been adopted by moft 
preceding writers, and has divided 
the hiftory into fuch periods as were 
fuggefted by the events which he de- 
fertbes. Befide difpofing in a regu- 
lar feries the facts relative to the 
church, .he has given a particular 
view of the rife and progrefs of opi- 
nions and feéts, meimoirs of the prin- 
cipal actors and moft eminent writ- 
ers in the different periods, a fketch 
of the ftate of heathenifm, before 
and after the death of Conftantine, 
the origin and progrefs of the mo- 
naftic life, and of other fuperftitious 
practices, and numerous other partt- 
ticulars, which throw confiderable 
light on the fubjeét which he has un- 
dertaken to difcufs. To thefe he 
has added a chart of ecclefiaftical 
perfons, aftér the manner of his ge- 
heral chart of biography. To ex- 
pect that in this work Dr. Prieétley 
fhould betray no bias in favour of 
his own fyftem of opinions, would 
be to expect more from him than is 
confiftent with the chara¢ter of any 
writer who has devoted himfelf to 
reflection and enquiry, and who is 
above all artifice and difguife. It 
would be to expec what would be 
inconfiftent with hisprincipal obje&, 
which is to fhew, that the opinions 
which he deems to be corruptions of 
Chriftianity, did not exift in the 
tarlieft ages, but were gradually in- 
1-90, 


corporated with that fyftem as it ob- 
tained converts from the philofophi- 
cal feéts, or became connected with 
the civil power. It is but juftice 
however, to fay, that his predilec- 
tions do not appear in any inftance, 
to have led him to a concealinent or 
mifreprefentation of facts; although 
his inferences from them may be dif- 
puted. His obfervations aad re- 
marks are worthy of an enlarged and 
philofophical mind; and are equal 
proofs of the fincerity of his attach- 
ment to Chriftianity, and of his can- 
dor and philanthropy. This work, 
likewife, is written with that fim- 
plicity of language, and perfpicuity 
of arrangement, that render it pe- 
culiarly qualified for the information 
of the unlearned reader. 

Dr. Gregory’s “ Hiitory of the 
Chriftian Church, from the earlieft 
Periods to the prefent Times, in two 
Volumes,” was drawn up with the 
defign of fupplying general readers 
who have no leifure or inclination 
to labour through voluminous pub- 
lications, and the younger part of 
the clerical profeffion, with a com- 
pendium of ecclefiaftical hiftory, 
collected from the beft authorities, 
and arranged in a clear and metho- 
dical form. This hiftory is divided 
according to centuries; and each 
century 1tsfubdivided into four chap- 
ters. In the firft of thefe chapters, 
the general ftate of the church 
is confidered; in the fecond, its 
doétrines, government, difcipline, 
and ceremonies; in the third, the 
rife and progrefs of the different 
fects; and in the fourth, the ftate 
of literature, with fome account of 
the moft eminent men. The whole 
is concluded with the prefent ftate of 
religious feéts, and particularly in 
Great Britain. Of thiswork Dr. Gre- 
gory, with great modefty, claims 
only the charaéter of editor ; acknow- 
ledging, that for a confiderable pa:t 
of the materials of the firft volume 
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he is indebted to a learned and inge- 
nious friend; and for the latter to 
contemporary writers, and to the 
contributions of his learned ac- 
uaintance. He is, however, en- 
titled to no {mall fhare of praife, 
both from the utility of his defign, 
and the judicious pleafing manner in 
which he has executed it; which 
fufficiently difcover his talents and his 
induftry. In fome refpeds it might 
have been improved ; and it may be 
thought that fome of the obferva- 
tions, and notes, are fuch as fhould 
not have proceeded from his liberal 
and enlightened pen. But on the 
whole, it is impartial and unex- 
ceptionable, and well calculated 
for the purpofe intended by the au- 
thor. 
« The Hiftory of Baptifin,” by 
the late Mr. Robinton, of Cam- 
bride. is part only of a larger work, 
which he defigned to publifh, on 
the Hittory of the Baptifts ; the ma- 
terials for which had been collected 
aad arranged by him with uncom- 
mon induftry and application, and 
aconfiderable part prepared for the 
prefs. This volume, is complete 
in itfelf. Of a work fo ditfufe and 
complex, it is not poliible for us to 
lay amy particular account before 
our readers. We fhail only obferve, 
therefore, that it contains the mof 
seute and ingenious defence of the 
Saptitts that hath ever yet appeared, 
drawn from the records, and alfo 
from the remains of Chriftian anti- 
quity. For the author has availed 
himielf of the refearches of the an- 
tiquary, as well as of the hiftorian ; 
and has illuftrated his work by en- 
gtavings taken from ancient paint- 
ings and buiidings, and from Danifh 
and Saxon remainsin our Britifh 
churcues. 
Our biog: aphical lift for the year 

179v, Is not diftinguifhed by any 
publications of magnitude or impor- 
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tance, if we except Dr. Pulteney's 
“ HiftoricalandBiographical Sketches 
of the Progrefs of Botany in Eng- 
land, from its Origin to the Intro- 
duction of the Linnzan Syftem, in 
two Vols.’’ Butasthe account of thefe 
volumes belongs more properly to 
the fcientific department of our Re- 
gifter, we fhall only obferve, that 
the hittorian and biographer, as well 
as the botanift, will receive much 
gratification from the perufal of 
them. The anecdotes and me- 
moirs which they contain of thofe 
botanical writers who flourifhed in 
Great Britain and Ireland, are in- 
terefting and inftruétive; and many 
curious incidental fas and circume 
{tances are introduced, which en- 
liven the author’s narrative. The 
manner in which thefe fketches are 
executed, bears honourable teftimo- 
ny to Dr. Pulteney’s extenfive know- 
ledge, good fenfe, and liberality. 

We might except, likewife, “ The 
Lite of Daniel De Foe, by George 
Chalmers, Efq.”” But this work is 
only publifhed at prefent in a fepa- 
rate form. It was prefixed in the 
year #786, to a new edition of De 
Foe’s Hiltory of the Union; and 
our readers may be able to form an 
opinion of its merit, by referring 
to the ample extract which we have 
given from it in our Regifter for that 
year. 

The “ Examination of the Life 
and Character of Nathaniel Lord 
Crewe, Bifhop of Durham,’’ has 
been publithed with the defign of 
vindicating that extraordinary per- 
fon, trom the unfavourable repre- 
jentations given of him by Mr..Hat- 
chinfon in his Annals of the Bithops 
of Durham, and by his other bio- 
graphers. The authority to which 
the editor of this volume appeals 
is a manufcript, obtained by acti- 
dent, which appears to have belonged 
to one of the houfehold of the 

Crewes, 
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Crewes, and contains minutes of the 
moft material incidents of the pre- 
late’s life. From the account here 

ven of this manufcript, it is pro- 
fie that it is original and atithen- 
tic: it will, therefore, prove a deff- 
rable acquifition to the future bio- 
graphers of lord Crewe. 


The “ Memoirs of the life of. 


Mr. Nicholas Ferrar ; by P. Peckard, 
D. DP. Mafter of Magdalen College, 
Cambridge,” contain an account of 
4 perfon of a fingular turn and catft of 
mind, who, at the early age of thir- 
ty two years, thought it his duty to 
kanes himfelf from the world, and 
to devote the remainder of his days 
to devotion, and to the practice of 
aufterities which were not exceeded 
by the fevereft orders of the monaf- 
tic inftitutions. That Mr. Ferrar 
was a pious and well meaning man, 
rio one can doubt who reads his hif- 
tory. But we do not perceive that 
he poffeffed any peculiar merit, to 
render his name worthy of being 
tranfmitted to pofterity. And we 
think, moreover, that the fuperttiti- 
ous notions with which his mind was 
evidently tinétured, which led him, 
by fecluding himfelf from the world, 
to withdraw from fcenes in which he 
might have been eminently ufeful, 
render him a very unfit charaéter to 
be held up as an example to others. 

The “ The Sketch of the Life of 
Dr. Duncan Liddell, of Aberdeen, 
Profeflor of Mathematics and of 
Medicine, in the Univerfity of 
Helmftadt,” is a tribute of refpeét 
to the memory of one of the moft 
generous benefa¢tors to the Univer- 
fity of Aberdeen, the materials for 
which have been collected from the 
publications of Cafelius. To thofe 
who wifh to meet with a general 
view of the ftate of learning, phi- 
lofophy, and medicine, in the fix- 
teenth century, this fketch will be an 
acceptable prefent. 


Mr. Topham’s “ Life of the late 
John Elwes, Ef. Member in three 
fucceflive Parliaments for Berkhhire,” 
confifts of a feries of anecdotes con- 
cerning that very extraordinary cha- 
racter, which, though unconnested, 
are drawn up in a ftriking and inte. 
refting manner, and have met with 
a favourable teception frdm thé pub- 
lic. Mr. Elwes is ktiown to have 
united in his character the greateft 
apparent inconififtencies. The moft 
unbounded avarice, however, was 
his ruling paffion: in indulging to 
which hé fubmitted to every mean- 
nefs that could rénder his characte? 
contemptible, while he was occafion- 
ally remarkable for the moft lauda- 
ble benevolence and generofity, and 
maintained throughout life a = 
ter of the ftridteft probity; and, in 
his public capacity, of an upright and 
independent meniber of parliament, 
arid a refpectable and ufeful magif- 
trate. Mr. Topham feems to have 
had extenfive and authentic infor- 
— refpefting this fingular per - 

on. 

The lamented death of Mr. How- 
ard was quickly followed by different 
afionymous publications, purporting 
to be authentic anecdotes of his life, 
by perfons who from their intimate 
acquaintance with him were well 
qualified for becoming his biogra- 
phers. There is not, however, any 
one of them of fufficient importance 
to merit diftinét notice in a hiftory 
of literature. And we have to 
wait fot fuch a life of that celebrated 
philanthropift as deferves a refpect- 
able rank among biographical pros 
ductions. 

In readirig the “ Memoirs of his 
own Life, by Tate Wilkinfon, Pa- 
tentee of the Theatres Royal York 
and Hull, in four Volumes,” we 
have been agreeably entertained and 
amufed. They abound in anecdotes 
ef the principal theatrical characters 
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who have been favourites with the 
public fince the year 1750, and con- 
tain various particulars relative to 
the hiftory of the fiage from that 
time, which will be intevefting to 
meft readers. Colley Cibber's Life, 
written by himfelf, feems ta have 
been the model which Mr. Wilkin- 


fon had in view when he conceived . 


thedefign of compiling thefe volumes. 
He is, however, more digreflive than 
his prototype,.and lefs exact with 
refpect tohischronology. But when 
it is confidered that thefe Memoirs 
were haftily thrown together during 
a.confinement occafioned by a frac- 
tured limb, and that the memory 
has been chiefly depended upon for 
the materials, great allowances will 
be made for any imperfections that 
may be difeovered in them. ‘They 
may be recommended as an agree- 
able fupplement to Cibber’s Lite, 
Davis's Life of Garrick, and the 
Dramatic Mifcellanies. 

‘Fhere are tew tf any of our readers 
who are unacquainted with the cele- 
brity which Mr. Grofe defervedly 
obtained by his “ Antiquitics of 
England and Wales.” Thofe who 
accompanied him in his infivuctive 
refearches in the fouthern parts of 
the kingdom, will be happy to learn 
that he has opened to them a new 
fource of improvement and pleafure, 
by entering on the defcription of 
* the Antiquities of scotland,”’ of 
which work a volume has already 
ifued from the prefs. The fcene o1 
which our inquiitive antiquary has 
now entered, wil] prefent bim witha 
vich variety of {triking objects, which 
have in a confiderable degree efcaped 
tae ravages of civil commotion, and 
the dilapidations of time. Andi it is 
not eafy to fpeak in too high terms 
of the exceution of the work before 
us, as far as it extends in the prefent 
volume. It bears abundant marks. 
92 the fame indultry and talents with 
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the author’s former labours. The 
defcriptive part is accurate and inte. 
refting, and illuftrated by elegant 
and beautiful plates: the. hifiorical 
is enlivened by a number of anec- 
dotes, narratives, and traditional tales, 
from which the reader will derive 
much entertainment ‘as well as in- 
formation. 

Since the laft notice which \- 
took of the “ Bibliotheca T ypogra- 
phia Britannica,” the indefatigable 
editor has prefented four Numbers 
to the public. The firft of thefe 
contains *“ the Hiftory and Antiqui- 
ties of Cannonbury Houte, at lfing- 
ton, in the County of Middlefex ;” 
and afligns reafons for concluding 
that tt had been a part of a grant of 
lands and rents, in Hledone, made 
by Ralph de Berners, in the year 
1253, to the priory of St. Bartholo- 
mew in Eaft Smithfield ; and tor its 
having been fele¢ted as a manfion 
for the prior and his canons, from 
which circumftance it probably af- 
fumed the name of Cannonbury. 
The Appendix to this Number con- 
fifts of tive articles: the firft, pre- 
bendaries of Ifledon, or Iflington ; 
the fecond, priors of St. Bartholo- 
mew ; the third, vicars of Iilington ; 
the fourth, epitaphs from the old 
church, Iflington, with thofe in the 
prefent church, 1788; the fifth, in- 
icriptions in the churcl-yard, i788. 
In this Number there are Sve en- 
gravings. “The fecond and third 
Numbers, which rank as the fiftieth 
and filty-firft in the general work, 
contain voluminous “ Collections to- 
wards the Hiftory and Antiquities 
of the Town and Cowaty of Lei- 
ceiter.” Thete Collections form two 
large volumes in quarto, and, amidtt 
a variety of food for the antiquaty, 
furnith much hiftorical and biogra- 
phical matter, from which readers 
in general may receive information 
and amufement. What is contained 
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in thefe Numbers is intended ‘to be 
confiderably enlarged, and to form 
two volumes in folio; to the perfect 
ing of which he earneftly folicits the 
affiftance of his literary friends, paf- 
ticularly of the nobility, clergy, and 
entlémen of the county. The plates 
in thefe Collectionsare numerous and 
expeniive. The fifty-fecond Number 
confifts of nine or ten articles, chiefly 
relative to fubjeéts which have af- 
ready been noticed’ in-the courfe of 
the work, and fome additional plates. 
"Thefe Numbers bring the Biographia 
‘Typographica Britannica to a con- 
clufion. The editor, however, ‘is 
‘not “ without hope of addreffing 
the* purchafers again,’ in a future 
work on the fubje& vt 
uities, which~may be printed” in 

: ani irre with dhe prelent' bat un- 
‘dera title that fhall make it entirely 
diftinet.” We cannot take onr ‘leave 
of this laborious undertaking, with- 
out acknowledging ‘the obligations 
that the public are under ‘to Mr. 
Nichols, the great zeal and affi- 


duity with which he has laboured te - 


centribute to their information and 

jeafure. Much of what he has done 
4s exceedingly valuable; and will be 
found of confiderable fervice to the 
writers of general hiftory. And 
what in fome inftances may -W 
trivial and unimportant, may fupply 
future topographers with uieful do- 
«<uments Sal illuftrations. 

Mr. Pennant’s work, entitled, * Of 
London,” afforded us much amufe- 
ment, and fome information which 
we had not met with before, whilé we 
accompanied the author in his diffe- 
rent walks through the metropolis. 
This work does not profefs to give a 
regular hiftorical view of London, 
but “fome account of it.” which 
Mr. Pennant afferts his right 
“in his own manner.” Phat man- 


net has always been lively, entertain- 
ing, and inftructive ; and his indulg- 
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ing to it in the prefent ‘volume has 

produced a. pleafing mifcélaneous 

work, which willbe particularly ac- 

ceptable to thofé Who may deem it a 

drudgery to read the laborious works 

‘of a Stow, a Maitland, or a Noor- 
thouk. As'it wilF not be expecteil 

that we fhould enter into any parti- 

cular account of fuch’a publication, 

‘we fhall only obferve, ‘inf ‘yéneral 
terms, that although we may fome- 

times “difagree with our refpectable 

author in his reflections and remarks, 

‘and itnagine that We can contvié him 
of fonié errors and antiquarian mif- 

takes, vet, upon the whole, the de- 

fects of his work bear’ no proportidn 

“to'its genuine merits. He has poirtt- 
edlottt, many objects and fagts, alld 

crelatéd many anecdotes, whith hate 
“been paffed over unnoticed by nidte 
voltiminous writers. “He has, like- 
wife, embellithed his ‘a¢coynt with 


“fourteen etchings ‘of ps and 


portraits, which we do fot recollect 
to have met’ with in ‘any-other, de- 
fcription of Londgn, | 
~The HiftoPyatid Antiquities of 
the City of Briftol, cgmpiled tom 
rt ee Records, and authentic Ma- 
hufcripts, in public: Offices, or in 
private Hands, illuftrated with Cop- 
per-plate'Prints, by William Barrett, 
Surgeon, F.S, A.” ‘is a work which 
appears to have been’ executed with 
reat labour, atid great. attention, 
efpecially to_ the authdrities, which 
‘the Jatithor quotgs'jn’ every part, of 


“it.. After detailing’ the general, civil, 


coramertyaty Hid ecefiattital hiftory 
‘Of Briftol, Mr. Balvétr''enters on a 

arochial furvey df thé city, deftribes 
its public Buildings; gives a purticu- 
lar account of” chips Sve oo 

iven to the of every parith, 
end eaichides With bibecaphical 
anecdotes of all the Briftol worthies 
whom ‘he'can collect. As the author 
had been for twenty years making 
collections {or this work, it ‘carinot 
a be 
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be fuppofed that he has omitted to 
attention to any objeét that was 
Seda of notice. To the inhabi- 
tants of Briftol, therefore, it will be 
an acceptable publication. We can- 
not bettow any praife on the ftyle 
and language in which this hiftory 
is written : but to thefe circumftances 
too little attention is paid by maft of 
thofe writers who devote them{elves 
to antiquarian refearches. 
Among the books of Travels pub- 
lithed during the year, the firft place 
is due to thofe of James Bruce, of 
Kinnaird, Efg. “to difcover the 
Source of the Nile, in the Years 
1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, 1772, and 
3773, in five Volumes.” This is a 
work which the curiofity of the pad 
lic had long expeéted; and which, 
fince its appearance, has provoked a 
very particular and critical examina- 
tion. We fhall lay before our rea- 
dersa fhort view of its contents; and 
afterwards, with the ftriéteft impar- 
tiality, give our inion of jts gene- 
ral merits. The firft volume, befide 
a long introduction, in which Mr. 
Bruce gives an account of his former 
travels on the coaft of Africa, of the 
Roman antiquities he met with there, 
and of hijs vifits to Aleppo and Pal- 
myra, continues his journey through 
Fgypt, his furvey of the Arabian 
Gulph as far as the Indian Ocean, 
his arrival at Maffuah, fome account 
of the firft peopling of Athara and 
Abyffinia, conjectures concerning 
language, the firft ages of the Indian 
trade, and the foundation of the 
Abyffinian monarchy. The fecond 
volume is entirely Cevoted to the 
hiftory of that empire, compiled from 
theirown annaic. The third volume 
cumprehends Mr. Bruce's journey 
trom Maffuah to Gondar, the capi- 
tal of the empire, the manners and 
cuftoms of the Abyffinians, attempts 
to arrive at the fountains of the 
Nile, defcription of thofe fources, 
3 | 
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and of every thing relating to that 
river and its inundations. The 
fourth volume cantains an account 
of civil commotions which took 
place during the aushor’s refidence 


in that country, and of his retura 


through the Nubian Defert, ’till his 
arrival at Marfeilles. The fifth vo- 
lume is an Appendix, and contains 
the maps, and the defcriptians of the 
objects of natural hiftory, which are 
generally illuftrated by plates. With 
refpect to the credit due to Mr. Bruce, 
as a traveller and hiftorian, various 
are the Opinions which have been 
held by the critical world. Nume- 
tous apparent improbabilities have 
been pointed out, as well as inaccu- 
racies in ning, errors in quota- 
tion, and evident miftakes of paflages 
in ancient authors. Thefe failings, 
however, are chiefly to be attributed 
to carelefinefs and want of attention, 
and will by no means warrant us in 
withholding our affent from the ge- 
neral purport of his narrative. Of 
the nature of the countries into 
which he travelled,very little hasbeen 
afcertained, with any degree of cer- 
tainty ; and the manners of life, ftate 
of fociety, and the natural pheno- 
mena in them, from what little has 
been known, are greatly different 
from any with which we have had 
a more particular acquaintance. 
Thefe circumftances will weigh with 
the candid and difpaffionate, in {1- 
vaur of a relation of events and facts 
of which their own experience and 
the teftimony of others atfard no p:- 
rallel. We think, however, that our 
author has rendered his work unne- 
ceflarily diffufe; and that in conte- 
guence of this it is frequently tedious 
and wearifome. It is but juftice to 
add that, notwithftanding this fault, 
it contains much real and important 
information, interefting and ani- 
mated defcriptions, and ftriking and 
pathetic fcenes, which have a 

ently 
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ently compen fated us for our patience 
atid labour in perufing fo voluminous 
awork. The ftyle and fanguaye of 
thefe volumes are not very accurate, 
or polifhed. ‘There is, neverthelefs, 
a boldnefs and manlinefs in them 
that frequently create a prepoffeffion 
in favour of the author, and lead 
us to overlook improprieties egiinft 
which faftidious criticifm would pro- 
tet. With refpect to Mr. Bruce's 
claims to merit as an artift, and bo- 
_tanic draughtfman, we leave that to 
be determined by other tribunals.. 
The next work which calls for our 
notice is the “¢ Memoirs and ‘Travels 
of Mauritius Auguftus, Count de 
Benyowiky, &c. confifting of hs 
military Operations in Poland, his 
Exile in Kamchatka, his Efcape 
and Voyage from that Peninfula 
through the Northern Pacific O- 
cean, touching at Japan and For- 
mofa, to China; with an Account 
of the French Settlement he was 
appointed to form up»n the Ifland 
of Madagafcar; written by him- 
felf, in two Volumes quarto.” From 
the ample title which we have in- 
ferted, our readers will be able to 
form fome idea of the contents of 
thefe volumes, which form a very 
eventful and extraordinary narra- 
tive, and which we found to be in a 
high degree pleafing and interefting. 
With refpect to the authenticity of 
the ftory which it relates, the editor, 
in his preface, has colleéted feveral 
vouchers from captain Cook’s Voy- 
ages, and other publications, which 
prove the ouflines of it to be founded 
in truth: but many parts of it ap- 
pear to be confiderably embellifhed 
and exaggerated. Much of this 1s 
to be attributed to the count’s ro- 
mantic turn of mind; owing to 
which, his accounts of many of the 
fingular circumftances in which he 
was undoubtedly placed, have receiv- 
ed from him fo high a colouring, 
that we admit them with caution 
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and referve. The remarks on the 
country of Kamchatka, and the in- 
habitants, and the account which is 
given of their various cuftoms and 
ainufemerts, a r to be accurate 
and juit. And his fubfequent detail 
contains a number of circumftances 
relative to his reception at Japan, 
the Liqueio Iflands, Formofa, Ma- 
dagafcar, together with his tranfac- 
tions in thofe different places, which 
are not unworthy of attention, and 
the truth of which, in many parti- 
culars, is confirmed by ftrong colla- 
teral evidence. The original papers 
of count Benvowiky were placed by 
him in the hands of the late Mr. 
Magellan, by whom thev were en- 
truited to the care of Mr. Nicholfon, 
the editor and tranflator, who has 
illuftrated them by a fenfible and 
judicious preface, and by occafional 
notes. Thefe volumes, likewife, are 
ornamented with numerous, and, in 
general, well executed plates. 

In our Hittory of the Literature 
of France for the vear 1780, we gave 
a general account of the “ Travels 
into the iaterior Parts of .\frica, b 
the Way of the Cape of Good Hope, 
in the Years 1/80, 1781, 1°82,17%4, 
1784, and 1785, by M. le Vailfant, 
in two Volumes.” To that account 
we refer our readers for the charac- 
ter of that inftructive and amufing 
work. We have at prefent to an- 
nounce its appedrance in the Englith 
language, in two different tranfla- 
tions. Both thefe appear, on the 
whole, to be faithful to the original ; 
although we cannot approve of the 
liberties taken in one of them, the 
dedication of which is figned by a 
lady. From motives of falfe delicacy 
feveral pages have been fuppreffed, 
which to the curious enquirer into 
natural hiftory are valuable and im- 
portant. And in the fame tranfla- 
tion the original preface has been 
rejected, and one of the tranflator’s 
fubftiguted in the room of it. We 
Pa canrot 




























































[232] 


cannot reconcile {uch freedoms with 


juftice either to the author, or to his . 


readers. " 

The * Travels in Kamt{chatk 
during the Years 1787, and 1788; 
tranilated from the French of M. de 
Leweps, Conful of France, and In- 
terpreter to the Count de ja Peroufe, 
in two Volumes,” have afforded us 
much entertainment. The author, 
with great modefty, calls his work 
merely a journal of histravels, which 
he wrote by intervals, negligently or 
with care, as circumftances permit- 
ted, or as the impreflions made by 
ihe objects around him were more 
or lefs forcible. It is drawn up in 
the jorm of a fimple and unaffected 
narrative; but is rendered intereft- 
ing by the incidents which occur, 
and the information which it con- 
veys. Befide giving an account of 
the Ruffians who inhabit thofe dif- 
tant and dreary regions, the author 
was enabled, from his own obferva- 
tions, and attentive enquiries during 
a refidence for fome months at Bol- 
cheretzk, to acquire confiderable 
knowledge of the charaéter,and man- 
ners of the Aborigines. And he has 
gratified his readers with authentic 
deicriptions of their drefs, their mu- 
fic, their dancing, their manner of 
bunting and fifhing, their difeafes 
and remedies, language, government, 
and climate, which are both curious 
and amufing. 

With much pleafure have we read 
the *« Obfervations made on a Tour 
from Bengal to Perfia, in the Years 
1786-7, &c. by William Franklin, 
Enfign on the Bengal Eftablith- 
ment.” ‘The author of this volume 
lived, during eight months, at Shi: 
rauz, in a’Perfian family; where he 
had opporty nities of learning feveral 
particujars neipecting the manners cf 
the people, and the interefting events 
of the country, which do not fall to 
the lot of moit travellers. The pic- 
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ture which he has drawn js animated 
and lively; and bearsevery mark of 
truth and impartiality. And the 
information which he conveys will 
be ufeful to rate Sor efpecially 
that part which refpeéts the hiftory 
of Perfia, from the death of Nadir 
Shah to the year 1788. During his 
refidence at Shirauz, Mr. Franklin’ 
made an excurfion to view the ruins 
of Perfepolis; his account of which 
will be acceptable to his readers, not- 
withftanding that they may be in 
poffeiiion of the elaborate defcription 
of M. Niebubr. 

The “ Tour up the Straights of 
Gibraltar to Conftantinople, &c. by 
Captain Sutherland, of the 2th Re- 

iment,” is written in the epiftolary 
ae and in diftin¢t, eafy, and plea- 
fing language. From Gjbraltar cap- 
tain Sutherland carries his reader to 
Almefia, Carthavena, Cagliari, Ca- 
prea, Baia, and the other celebrated 
places in the neighbourhood of Na- 
ples, Paftum, Meflina, the iflands 
of the Archipelago, and Smyrna; 
from which place he returns to Leg. 
horn, and vifits Florence. After de- 
fcribing the curiofities of that city, 
he embarks again at Naples, paffes 
over to Palermo, returns to Smyrna, 
whence he fets {ail for Conftantinople. 
In following ourintelligentand lively 
author through this Tour, we have 
been much pleafed with his inte- 
refting defcriptions and judicious re- 
marks; and, as he almoft always 
treads on claflic ground, we have 
been agreeably amufed, where the 
charms of novelty were wanting to 
fafcinate our attention. To thofe 
gentlemen who are in the army, his 
obfervations on the famous battle of 
Marathon, and his detail of the mi- 
litary operations cf the Turks and 
Ruftians will be chiefly acceptable. 

The * Charaéiers and Anecdotes 
of the Court of Sweden,” is a work 
of a very mixed complexion, con- 

taining 
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taining relations of the intrigues and 
adventures Of -waiting lords, and 
waiting ladies ; lively, and we can- 
not fay, unjuft, portraits of the 
principal perionages in Sweden ; and 
accounts Of the different literary 
academies, theatres, and royal or- 
ders, &c. &c. Though this work 
comes before us in a queftionable 
fhape, and under the difadvantage 
of an uncouth tranflation, it is not 
deftitute of amufement. 

Captain Portlock’s “Voyage round 
the World; but more particularly to 
the North Weit Coaft of America,” 
had the fame general dctign with that 
of captain Dixon, of which we 

ave an account in our lait year’s 

egifter; and no material differences 
are obferveable in the narrative, and 
in the accounts of the difcoveries 
which were made by thofe navigators. 
This work is written with great 
plainnefs and perfpicuity ; and trom 
the minute and accurate nautical re- 
marks in which it abounds, will be 
valuable to profeflional men. 

.. Captain Meares’s “ Voyagesmade 
in the years 1788 and 1789, from 
China tothe North Weft Coatt of 
America, &c.” feemto have been 
haftily penned, in confequence of 
the political circumftances which 
drew the attention of the public to 
the commercial concerns 1n which 
he had taken an active part. They 
contain, however, many interefting 
circumftances relative to the manners 
and cuftoms of the inhabitants, as 
well as the productions of the country, 
to which the late convention with 
Spain has given fome confequence. 
Little feems to be added by Mr. 
Meares to the ftock of nautical or 
geographical knowledge ; and his 
conjectures on the probable exiftence 
of a north welt paffage, and ftric. 
tures on the difcoveries and remarks 
of captain Cook, do no honour to 
bis knowledge or his aecuracy. The 


plates which accompany this work 
dejerve commendation. 

The “ Remarks on the V oyages. 
of John Meares, Efg. ima letter to 
that Gentleman, by George Dixon, 
late Commander of the Queen Char- 
lotte, &c,” are written with ability 
and threwdnefs, and point out a 
number of grofs errors and contra- 
diétions in the work on which he 
animadverts. But we cannot approve. 
of the acrimony which they difcover; 
which fhould feem to have originated 
in private pique and refentment, 
more than in public {pirit, 

* Lieut. Bligh’s Narrative of the 
Mutiny on Board his Majefty’s Ship 
Bounty, and the fubfequent Voyage 
of Part of the Crew in the Ship's 
Boat,” from one of the Friendly 
Iflands to Timor, contains one of 
the moft aftonifhiny and intereftin 
accounts of hardfhips endured, —~ 
difficulties furmounted, by ikill, pru- 
dence, and intrepidity, that was ever 
prefented to the public. The ftory, 
whieh is fufficiently known to our 
readers, is a fimple relation of un- 
queftionable fa¢ts, and does the high- 
eft honour to lieyt. Bligh and his 
affociates. 

“ The Journal of the Proceed- 
ings of. the Guardian, commanded 
by Lieut. Riou, &c.” affords us ano- 
ther inftance, how far Britith officers, 
in particular circumftances, ean call 
forth their perfeverance and philofo- 
phy, as well as their bravery. This 
Jouraal is publifhed from the copy 
at the admiralty. 

We fhall conclude this department 
of our hiftory of literature, by in- 
troducing to our readers twoor three 
publications, in which the authors, 
encouraged by the fuccels which 
attended Mr. Gilpin’s Deline- 
ation of fcenes of © Piéturefque 
Beauty, have become candidates tor 
the approbation of the, ublic in the 
fame line. ‘The firft wish we fhail 
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notice is, “ A piéturefque Tour 
through Holland, ['rabant, and 

art of France, made in the Autumn 
of 1780, Lluftrated with Copper- 
plates in Aquatinta from Drawings 
made on the Spot; by Samuel Ire 
land, in two Volumes.” From this 
Beautiful and fplendid work we have 
received muchentertainment. The 
country indeed, which many of the 
plates reprefent, from its flat unva- 
ried appearance, and the formal ar- 
rangement and dul] uniformity of 
the buildings, was not the moft fa- 
vourable for pitturefque defcription. 
The author, however, has made the 
moft of the fcenes over which he 
paffed, and embellifhed his work 
with a number of beautiful tinted 
etchings, exhibiting laad and water 
views, towns, harbours, viilas, &c. 
&c. But thefe volumes are not con- 
fined to the fubjeét of picturefque 
defcription. They contain acircum- 
ftantial account of fuch pictures 
“ as appeared to him beft worthy of 
the attention of a connoifieur,.”. with 
firch anecdotes and biographical ac- 
counts of the moft diftinguithed ar- 
tifts, felected from forcign works, as 
convey ufeful information to the 
lovers of painting. The languaye 
of the volumes is, in general, plain 
and fimole; the defcriptionsin which 
they abound are lively and entertatn- 
ing; and from their typographical, 
as well as other excellencies, they are 
entitled to a place in the libraries of 
men of tafte. 

The * Tour of the Ifle of Wight; 
the Drawings taken and engraved in 
Aquatinta, by J. Haffell, in two Vo- 
jumes,” will be found an ufeful and 
pleafing companion to thefe who 
vifit that charming fpot. Mr. Haf- 
fell’s obfervation refpecting the Iile 
of Wight is exceedingly iuft, * that 
for picturefique views, felect parts of 
it sre fearcely to be exceeded by 
thofe on any other of the coats.” 


DOMESTIC LITERATURE, 


The truth of this obfervation he has 
i}baftrated by a variety of drawings, 
whieh are, in general, highly to be 
commended for the pleafing ftyle in 
which they are executed. ‘Mr. Hat 
fell’s de fcriptions ot the fublime and 
beautijul fcenery in the idland, are 
frequently happy ; and many of his 
remarks are founded in jdement 
and tafte. His ityle and language, 
however, are too commoniy atiected 
and artificial in a very blameable 
degree. 

The “ Excurfion’ te Brighthelm- 
ftone, made in the Year 1789; em- 
bellithed with eight Engravings in 
Aquatinta, &¢. by Henry Wigftead 
and Thomas Rowlandion,” wil}, like- 
wife, be an acceptable prefent to the 
admirers of the fine arts. The text 
of the authors contiits only of twelve 
pages, and was evidently written to 
accompany the engravings. The 
latter, which are trom vicws takea 
on the road to, and.at that place, 
are neatly executed, and diftinguifh- 
ed by many ftrokes of the pencii that 
will recommend them to the lovers 
of humorr and fun. 

With refpeét to the political pub. 
lications of the year, we fhall chiefly 
content ourfelves with our ufual me- 
thod of announcing the titles of the 
principal of them, and of clafling 
them under the retpective heads to 
which they are to be referred. If 
in any particular inftances we depart 
from this rule, it will be when we 
are warranted by the peculiar im- 
portance of the fubje¢ts on which 
they treat, or the very general notice 
which they attracted. 

To the firft clafs we affign fuch 
publications as owe their origin, 
principally, to the French revolu- 
tion. Of thefe, the firft in order of 
time is the “ Philofophical Reflec- 
tions on the late Revolution in 
France, and the Conduét of the Dit- 
fenters in England, in a Letter to 


the 

















DOMESTIC LITERATURE. 


the Rev. Dr. Prieftley, by J. Cour- 
tenay, Efq. M.P.” In thts pamphlet 
Mr. Courtenay indulges, with great 
fuccefs, that peculiar vein of hu- 
mour by which he has long been 
diftinguifhed ; and pafies a warm 
encomium on fome of the moft im- 
portant and liberal proceedings of 
the national afembly, by ironically 
holding them up to view as pregnant 
with the mo{t mifchievous confe- 
quences. In the fame {Lirit he ex- 
pofes and fatirizes the jealouties and 
fears of thoie pretended friends to 
liberty in this country, who have 
avowed themfelves hoitile to the pro- 
greis which it has made in France ; 
and the narrownefs and illiberality 
of their minds, who are for with- 
holding from diffenters a participa- 
tion in the common rights of fub- 
jects. 

The “ Letter from M. de Tracy, 
Member of the French National Af 
fembly, to Mr. Burke,” was-written 
in confequence of an intemperate 
and injudicious philippic which the 
latter gentleman had pronounced in 
the Englith houfe of commons againtt 
the revolution in France, and the prin- 
ciples of the moft diftinguifhed agents 
in that fplendid work. Among a va- 
riety of fevere ftrictures on the Bri- 
tifh orator, M. de Tracy undertakes 
to fhew, that his invective was inde- 
cent in the auguft affembly of the 
reprefentatives of a free nation; that 
it fhewed great ignorance of the ope- 
rations and principles of the French 
nationalaffembly ; and that it abounds 
in falfe ideas drawn trom impure 
fources. 

The fame invective drew forth an- 
other anfwer in “ a Letter from Earl 
Stanhope, to the Riglit Honourable 
Edmund Burke ;”’ in which the no- 
ble lord, with great ipirit and tuc- 
cefs, refutes the doctrines and pofi- 
tions of the hwnourable gentleman, 
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and Planes the French revolution in 
Cand pleating point of view. 

The “ Reflections on the Caufes 
and probable Canfequences of the 
late Revolution in France; with a 
View of the Ecclefiaftical and Civil 
Conititution of Scotland, &c.’’ de- 
velope, with judgment and per[pi- 
cuity, the caufes which produced the 
French revolution, and affien reafons 
for concluding that it will be perma- 
nent, and productive of happy effeéts 
on the civil and religious fyfteins of 
kurope. That part of. his work 
which is employed on the ecclefiafti- 
cal and civil conftitution in Scotland, 

cntains a number of important ob- 
{fervations and remarks, which merit 
the attention not only of the inhabi- 
tants of that country, but of their 
brethren fouth of the Tweed, and 
of the inhabitants of every count 
in which there isa religious eftablith- 
ment. 

The author of “ Thoughts on the 
probable Lofluence of the French Re- 
volution on Great Britain,” offersa 
variety of reafons to prove. that the 
coniequences of that event cannot 
but be highly beneficial to this coun- 
try; and that their policy is narrow, 
and views illiberal, who cannot, with 
exultation, congratulate their neigh- 
bours on the acquifition of the rights 
of freemen. 

In appofition to the principles dif- 
feminated in the foregoing publica- 
tions, there appeared a work entitled, 
+ Free Thoughts on Liberty, and 
the Revolution in France, by the 
Author of a Letter to Ear. »>tan- 
hope on the Teft Act.” Thefe Free 
Thoughts contain the intoniitent 
fentiments of a writer who profetics 
to be a fincere fricnd to the free go- 
vernment which we enjoy in wis 
country, and at the fame time exe- 
crates the French nation for having 
dared to break the chains of flavery : 
who 
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who defines liberty to be the * off- 
ipring of heaven, the gift of € vod to 
man, and the privilege and birth- 
right of every perfon born in foci- 
ety,”” and at the fame time exhorts 
the French “ to reftore and furren- 
der themfelves to the conftitution 
they have deftroyed; to harrafs 
themfelves no more with dreams 
of liberty, for that liberty, were 
they put into the poffeffion of it, 
they would not know what to do 
with.?— 

But the attention of the public 
was excited in the higheft degree to 
the “ Refleétions on the Revolution 
in France, and on the Proceedings of 
certain Societies in London relative 
to that Event, &c. by the Right Ho- 
nourable Edmund Burke.’’ This 
work is diftinguifhed by numerous 
marks of that brilliant genius, and 
fertile imagination, which have long 
eftablifhed Mr. Burke’s character as 
an eloquent orator, as well as a plea- 
fing writer. It alfo contains unquef- 
tionable fs of the various and 
extenfive information of which he is 
poffeffed. But as a judicious and ar- 
gumentative production, it is very 
unworthy the talents which have 
been afcribed to the right honour- 
able gentleman. It is totally defti- 
tute of plan and connection. Inftead 
of entering into a calm and cool dif- 
cuffion of the principles of the French 
cevolution, the author appears to have 
been hurried on by the fole influence 
of prejudice and patlon, and to have 
fpent his force in penning a diffufe 
and acrimonious declamation againft 
the national afflembly. He likewife 
engages in the moft illiberal abufe 
of Dr. Price, and of the focieties in- 
ftituted in this country for comme- 
morating the Revolution in 1688, and 
for communicating conftitutional 
information, His political ideas, 
as far as we are able to colleé them 
trom the mats of words and meta. 
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phors in which they are involved, 
are all derived from ancient ufage, 
prefcription, precedent, and inheri- 
tance; and, therefore, lead him to 
defend the old government of France 
as having nothing in it radically 
evil, and to condemn without dif. 
tinction, the new conftitution which 
is founded on the rights of man, 
and the prefent choice, or acquief- 
cence, of the people. But a con- 
fiderable part of his work is defigned 
for the ufe of his own countrymen, 
and is employed in a panegyric on 
our eftablitfhed church, which he calls 
the firft of our prejudices, the firft, 
the laft, and the midft in our minds, 
a prejudice not deftitute of reafon, 
but involving in it profound and ex- 
tenfive wifdom. ‘To this topic he 
has devoted fo much of his time and 
paper, that he is obliged to referve 
the fub'eéts of an eftablifhed mo- 
narchy and an eftablifhed ariftocracy 
for future difcuffion. On the whole, 
we do not think that the opinions ad- 
vanced by Mr. Burke, in this mifcel- 
Janeous and difcurfive performance, 
are comiftent with thofe principles of 
juft government which are adapted 
to an enlightened ftate of fociety, 
with the fundamental and boafted 
principles of the Britifh conftitution, 
or with the principles to which he 
himfelf was thought to be favourable 
during the more vigorous and {plen- 
did part of his political life. 

One confequence of Mr. Burke's 
publication was, that by the difcuffion 
which it provoked a number of com- 
batants were foon called into the field, 
who undertook to conteft the poti- 
tions and do“trines of which that gen- 
tleman avowed himfelf the champion. 
Among the earlieft of thefe were the 
anonymous authors of “ Short Ob- 
fervations on the Right Honourable 
Edmund Burke’s Reilestions,”’ and 
‘© A Letter to the Right Honourab! 
Edmund Burke, in Reply to his Re- 
fiections 
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fiections on the Revolution in France, 
a Member of the Revolution 
Society.” Thefe pamphlets contain 
fome fhrewd and humorous remarks 
on the right honourable writer, and 
appeals to facts which he will not 
eafily be able to reconcile with the 
ftatements in his Retlegtions. 
To thefe fucceeded - “ a Vindica- 
tion of the Rights of Men, in a 


\ Letter, &c. by Mary Woolfione- 


craft.” This lively and ingenions 
author delivers a number of juit 
fentiments and animated remarks, 
which difcover her to be - pofleiled 
of an ardent love of liberty, hu- 
manity, and virtue. Like the writer 
whom fhe cenfures, fhe makes 
numerous digreflions trom the main 

rport of her work, in which the 
reader may follow her with pleafure 
and with improvement. 

The “ Obfervations on the Re- 
fleSions of the right honourable 
Edmund Burke, &c. in a Letter to 
Earl Stanhope,’’ have proceeded 
from the pen of Mrs. Macaulay 
They are chiefly applied 
to the abftract principles of govern- 
ment as laid down by Mr. Burke, 
and are written with knowledge, 
temper, and judgement; and they 
expofe, with much energy and 
perfpicuity, that gentleman's exag- 
gerated defcriptions of the calamities 
and public diftreffes of France, and 
his accufation of the members of the 
national affembly as the fole authors 
of the nation’s wrongs. 

The “ Thoughts on Government, 
&c. by G. Rous, Efq.” contain ra- 
ther-a number of obfervations fug- 
gefted to the author by a view of 
the prefent crifis, and by fome of 
the extraordinary pofitions of Myr. 
Burke, than a profeffed and regular 
attack upon that gentleman’s work. 
They arc, however, fenfible, point- 
ed, and interefting: efpecially thofe 
on the Englifh revolution, the pre- 
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fent fituation of affairs, and thie des’ 
fective ftate of parliamentary  re- 
prefentation. 

Mr. Lofft’s. “ Remarks on the 
Letter of the right honourable Mr. 
Edmund Burke, &c.” are ingenious, 
forcible, and liberal. On the the- 
ory of civil government, as far as 
it relates to the conftitution of this 
country, he fupports his doftrine b 
the authorities of the greateft law- 
yers ; and differs with great candour 
and moderation from the honoura- 
ble gentleman, when difcufling the 
principles of the new conftitution in 
France. We know not which moft 
to admire in this work, the folid 
well digefted reafoning, the extenfive 
knowledge, or the philanthropy and 
politenets of the author. ‘ 

Dr. ‘Towers’s « Thoughts on the 
Commencement of a new Parlia. 
ment ; with an Appendix, contain- 
ing Remarks on the Letters of the 
right honourable Edmund Burke,” 
difcover an ardent zeal for the inre- 
reits of liberty, united with intelli- 
gent and difpatlionate views of thofe 
leading political objeéts which call 
for the ferious attention of the pub- 
lic. His remarks on Mr. Burke are 
concife, argumentative, and liberal ; 
and will be read with pleafure by 
thofe whofe hearts are not too con. 
tracted to wifh well to the freedom 
and happinefs of the world. 

The “ Leffons to a young Prince 
by an old Statefman,” difcufs a va- 
riety of political topics with great 
freedum and boldnefs, and with e- 
qual acutenefs and ingenuity. ‘The 
author’s obfervations on Mr. Burke's 
attack on the French revolution, 
fhew him to be a warm admirer of 
that wonderful meafure of our neigh- 
bours, and that he well knows how 
to ufe the weapons of keen and far- 
caftic irony. 

Mr. Calonne's “‘ Confiderations on 
the prefent and future State of 

France,” 
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France,” isa work which does great 
honour to the abilities and under- 
ftanding of the author ; and it would 
be illiberal not to add, to the good- 
nefs of his intentions. His objeé& 
is to enquire into what has 
been done by the national affem- 
bly of France; to fhew tie danger- 
ous confequences that either have 
refulted, or are likely to refult from 
their proceedings ; the mode which 
they ought to have followed ; and 
and the meafures which are now 
necellary to be adopted to enfure 
their profperity. In this work the 
ex-ininifter, as may be fuppofed, en- 
ters into a warm vindication of his 
own conduct ; def ribes, we think 
in terms of exaggerauon, the tem- 
porary evils th: it have attended the 
revolution ; and prophecies the 
greater evils that will arife from a 
dereliction of thot c mealures which 
ae We uld piel eri UOC. ‘Lhe French 
tion ave choten to embrace a 
different political creed irom that of 
our author. “They have pronounced 
his | p oliey ins dequat ¢ to the correc- 
tion of the complicate evils of their 
old governin nt ; and have made a 
grand CApel imuent on 
which he 
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productions on both fides of the 
queftion. In favour of the repeal 
there appeared “* a Letter to a 
Nobleman, containing Confidera- 
tions on the Laws relative to the 
Diffenters, and on the intended A 
plication to Parliament, &c.” « A 
Letter to the Author of a Review of 
the Cafe of the Proteftant Diffenters, 
by Sir H. Englefield, Bart.” “ The 
Diflenter’s Plea; or, the App ad of 
the Diffenters to the Juftice, Honour, 
and Religion of the Kingdom, by G. 
Walker, F. R.S.” «& ~ Addrefs 
to the Inhabitants of Nottingham 
&c. with an Ap endix onthe Subjet 
of the Teft Laws, by G. Wakefield, 
B. A;” “ Curfory Refleétions, occa- 
fioned by the prefent Meetings in 
Op ofition to the Claims of the 
Dilenters,” by the fame ; “ Curfory 
Reflections on the Policy, Juftice, 
and Expediency of repealing the 
Teft and Cor pamien A@s, by W. 
Briftow, Efq ;” “ A V indication 
of the Modern Diffenters againtt 
the Afperfions of the Rev. Mr. 
Hawkins, &c. by S. Palmer ; 
“ Familiar Letters to the Inlhiabi- 
tants of Birmingham, bv Jo! eph 
Prieftley, LL. D. &c.;” “ An 
Hiftory of the Corporation and Teft 
A-'s, with an Invettigation of their 
Importance to the Eftablifhment in 
Church and State, &c. by Capel 
Lotit, Efg.” “« A Vindication” of 
the fame; “* An Addrefs to the 
Oppofers of the Repeal of the Cor- 
poration and Teft Acts ;” 
Remarks on the Refolutions w vhich 
were formed at a Meeting of the 
Archdeaconry of Chefter, &c. by the 
Rev. J. Smyth ; * « Remarks on the 
Refolutions paffed ata Meeting ot 
- Nobliemen, Gentlemen, and 
Clergy of the County of Warwick, 
in three Letters to the Right Hon. 
the Eerl of Aylesford, &c.” “ A 
Letter to the Right Rev. the Arch- 
bithops and Bifhops of England, 
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phinting out'the only fure Means of 

rving the Ciurch from the 

nger that now threatens her, by an 

r Graduate; An Addrefi to 
the Bifhops upon the Subject of a 
late Letter from one of their Lord- 
fhips to certain Clergy in his Dio- 
cele ;” to which we muft add « A 
Letter to the Bifhop of St. David's 
on his Charge to the Clergy of his 
Diorcefe, by a Welfh Freeholder ; ” 
« The Spirit of the Conftituticn 
and that of the Church of England 
compared, to which are adied Re- 
marks on two Letteis addrefled to the 
Delegates of the Several Congreg- 
tions of the Protettant Diflenters who 
met at Devizes ;” “ Reafons for 
feeking a Repeal, &c. by a Dif- 
fenter ;” “ Faéts, fubmitted to the 
Confideration of the Friends to civil 
and religious Liberty, but more 
particularly addreffed to the Protef- 
tant Difienters of England and 
Wales ;” «* A Collection of Teftimo- 
nies in favour of religious Liberty, 
&c.” and “ Extracéts trom Books in 
favour of Religious Liberty, and 
the Rights of the Diffenters.” 

In oppofition to the principles and 
reafonings in the treatifes juft men- 
tioned, there were publifhed * The 
danger of Repealing the Teft Ad, 
by a Countrv Freeholder ;” * A 
Church of England-man’s Anfwer to 
the Arguments and Petitions of the 
Proteftant Diffenters againft the 
Teit ;" «© An Eflay on the Origin, 
Character, and Views of the Protef- 
tant Diflenters ;” * A Look to the 
laft Century; or, the Diifenters 
weighed in their own Scales ;” “A 
Short* Examination of fome of the 
Principal Reafons for the Repeal, 
&c. by a Clergyman of the Church 
of England ;” “ A Letter to the 
Parliament of G Great Britain, on the 
intended application of ihe Diilenters, 
&c. by a Member of the Univerfity 
of Cambridge ;” “ A Review of 


[239] 


the Cafe of the Proteftant Diffenters, 

Sc. in which Reafons for the Repeal 
of the Corpor ition and Tet A&sare 
Examined, &c.” Letters to the 
People of England againit the Re- 
peal, ac. by a Graduate af xford ;"” 


oA Scourge for the Diilenters ; or,> 


N nconformity Uni maiked:” “Some 
Strictures on a late Public ation, ¢n- 
titled, * Reafons for Seeking a Re- 
peal ‘of the Teft A, by a Dif- 
fenter,’ by a Church-man ;” © Cur- 
fory Rejections on the Repeal, &e. 
addreffed to the Members of a cer- 
tain Meeting, Friends to the Efta- 
blithed Church, by a Member of 
the fame Church;” & Obfervations 
on Mr. Lofft’s Hiftory of the Cor- 
poration and Teft Adcts;” and 
“« Hiftorical Memoirs of Reliyious 
Diffenfion.” 

Befide thefe, there appeared nu- 
merous republications of the molt 
important treatifes, pro and con, 
fince the time of the memorable 
Bangorian controverfy ; and feveral 
fin gle fermons by clergy in the 
a of England, as well as a- 
mong the Diffenters, with ftrictures 
remarks, letters, &c. &c. 

On the fubjeét of the Slave Trade, 
the friends to its abolition have 
publithed the following treatifes : 
“ The Capacity of the Negroes for 
religious and moral [mprovement, 
by R. Nifbett ;” and “ Striétures on 
the Slave Trade,” by an anonymous 
author. 

The advocates for the continuance 
of that trafic have been numerous. 
They have publithed “ the Slave 
Trade indifpenfable, in anfwer to 
the Speech ‘of Mr. Wilbertorce in 
the Houfe of Commons ;"’ “ A Let. 
ter to W. Wilberforce Ef. by Philo 
Africanus ;” “ A Speech delivered 
in the Affembly at Jamaica, on the 
Subjeét of Mr. Wilberforce's Propo- 
fitions, by B. sdwards, Efq. ;” 


“s Unanfwer able Arguments against 
the 
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the Abolition of the Slave Trade, by 
J. M. Adair ;” and ‘ Obfervations 
on the Proje& for Abolifhing the 
Slave. Trade, by John Lord Shef- 
field.” 

Among the other political publi- 
cations which have a claim to fupe- 
rior notice, we may mention the 
«« Obfervations on Dr. Hurd’s two 
Dialogues on the Conftitution ;” 
«“ The Danger of the Political 
Balance of Europe, tranflated from 
the original of the King of Sweden, 
by Lord Mountmorres ;” “ Reflec- 
tions on Peace and War ;” “ Letters 
on the Liberty of the Prefs, collec- 
ted from the World;” Remarks 
on Excifes, particularly applied to 
the late Act for Excifing ‘Tobacco ;” 
«+ Letters to the Heritors, or landed 
Proprietors of Scotlana ;” “ State- 
ment of the Public Accounts of 
Treland, by Sir H. Cavendith ;” 
«“ Curfory Refiections on Public 
Men, and Public Meafures on the 
Continent ;” “ Conftitutional Con- 
nexion between Great Britain and 
Ireland ;” * Letters on the Difpute 
with Spain, publifhed in the Diary ;” 
«the Errors of the Britifh Minitter 
in his Negociation with Spain ;”’ 
“ Facts Relative to Nootka Sound, 
by Argument ;” “ Lieut. Meares’ 
Memorial re{pecting the Veflels cap- 
tured at Nootka Sound;”’’ and “ A 
Short Retrofpect of the Conduct of 
Adminiitration to fome of the prin- 
cipal Powers of Furope.” 

In the number of the publications 
which are to be reterred to the head 
of Critical, Claflical, and Polite 
Literature, we meet, in the firft 
a with * The Adventures of 

heagenes and Chariclea, a Ro- 
mance, tranflated from the Greek 
of Heliodorus, in two volumes.” 
The Athiopics of Heliodorus, which 
was the title by which this work was 
originally known, mav be confidered 
as the firft example that the hiftory 
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of literature affords, of the familiar 
and profaic epic, which has inmoderr 
times been cultivated with confidera- 
ble fuccets, particularly in the hands 
of Fielding and Smollett. It is a 
pleafing and inftructive work, con. 
taining a well digefted feries of in. 
terefting adventures, accurate de- 
{criptions of manners and cutftoms, 
and excellent moral leffons, delivered 
in perfpicuous and elegant language. 
So highly was it efteemed by the 
author, that when the provincial 
fynod, with an improper feverity, 
pronenared their cenfures upon it, 

e rather chofe to-refign his bithopric 
of Tricca, than fubmit to the alterna- 
tive of deftroying his favourite 
work. The prefent  tranflation, 
which is by an anonymous author, 
poffefles contiderable merit. The 
original is rendered, in general, 
with elegance, fidelity, and {pirit. 
In fome inftances we meet with evi- 
dent marks of carelefinefs and inat- 
tention; but, on the whole, it 
deferves greater commendation than 
any other verfion of this work which 
we have met with. 

The volume of “ Epigrams, 
tranflated into Englifh Verfe from 
the Criginal Greek,” contifts of a 
felection from the compilation of 
Richard Francis Philip Brunck, 
ublifhed at Strafburg, in 1773- 
The tranflator appears to have ren- 
dered his original with accuracy and 
fidelity, and we may add, with neat- 
nefs and elegance. Many of them 
are turned with peculiar fimplicity 
and beauty. Thefe epigrams are ac- 
companied with notes; which are 
chiefly employed in illuftration of 
the ancient mythology. 

The “ Prolufiones Nonnullx Aca- 
demice, Nomine Univerfatis Geor- 
gie Augufte Gottingenfis, Scripte 
a C. G. Heyne,” wiill afford much 
pleafure to the claffical fcholar. 
Thefe prolufiones, or orations, were 
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delivered by the profeffor on different 
gcademical feftivals, in compliance 
with 2 cuftom which obtains in the 
German univerfites. The fubject 
of the firft of them, which was fug- 
efted by the attempts of the czarina 
to drive the Turks out of Europe, is 
the extenfive expeditions againtt the 
Barbarians, and the incurfions of 
the Barbarians in Europe, with a 
view of enquiring whether either 
event be probable in thefe times, 
The fecond, the fubject ot which 
was fuggefted by the trial of Mr. 
Haftings, contains a concife hiftory 
of the Roman cuftoms refpecting the 
condemnation and the trial of public 
Offenders, and difplays a great ex- 
tent of ancient legal knowledge. 
The third, fourth, and fifth were 
delivered on occation of the king's 
late recovery, and on his birth-day. 
The fixth contains an account of 
prize queftions, &c. The feveath 
Is an elegant declamation on the 
evils of flavery, to which fubject the 
attention of the author was direcied 
by the late attempts in England and 
France to abolifh the flave-trade. 
The eighth and laft oration, which 
has for its fubject “ the liberty of the 
people rarely recovered with the ex- 
pected advantages,” and which was 
evidently fuggetted by the fituation 
of affairs in France, is an encomium 
on the advantages of monarchical 
government. ‘The principal recom- 
mendations of thefe proluiones are 
their clailical elegance and beauty, 
which will, doubtlefs, fecure them a 
favourable reception. Should the 
editor, be encouraged to reprint 
fome of the other volumes which 
have appeared in Germany, greater 
care and attention ought to be ob- 
ferved in corre-ting the errors of the 
prefs. 
“ Sacontala; or, the Fatal 
Ring, an Indian Drama ; by Ciali- 
dis ; tranflated from the original 
1790. 


Sanfcrit and Pricrit,’’ will be an ace 
ceptable prefent to every reader of 
tatte, and efpecially to thole who 
with to extend their acquaintance 
with’ oriental literature. C4lidas 
flourifhed fo early as m the firft 
century before Chrift. He was the 
Shak{peare of India: and the ring 
of Sacontala « difplays all the rich 
exuberance of his genius.” This 
tranilation is faid to come from the 
pen of fir William Jones, who, trom a 
laudable defire to throw light on the 
hittory of India before the conqueft 
of it by the favages of the North, as 
well as with a view to the more per- 
fect adminittration of juftice to the 
Hindoos, has feduloutly applied him- 
felf to learn the language in which 
their earlieft books were written, and 
the various dialects of India. Of 
the method which he followed in 
this tranflation, his own account 
will be the moft fatistactory. “ I 
beyan with tranflating it verbally 
into Latin, which bears fo great a 
refemblance to Sanfcrit, that it ig 
more convenient than any modern 
Janguage for a fcrupulous interli- 
neary veriion: I then turned it word 
for word into Englifh, and after- 
ward, without adding or fupprefling 
any material ientence, diftinguifhed 
it from the ftiffnefs of a foreign idiom, 
and prepared the faithful tranflation 
of the Indian drama; which I now 
preient to the public as a moft piea- 
ling and authentic pitiure of old 
Hindu) manners, and one of the 
oreateft curiotities that the literature 
of Afia has yet brought to light.”’ 
To the clafflical fcholar and critic, 
the collection of * Tra*s, Phiiclogi- 
cal, Critical, and Mifcellaneous, by 
the late John Jortin, D. D. in two 
volumes,’? will afford a high gratifie 
cation. Several of the pieces in 
thefe volumes have long ago received 
the approbation of the lJearacd 
world. They were, however, be- 
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come exceedingly fcarce ; and the 
republication of them was very de- 
firable. To thefe much new matter 
is added, from the author’s manu- 
feripts, in which we meet with the 
fame learning, critical acumen, and 
genuine tafte, as had appeared in 
his former works. The advertife- 
ment, which 1s prefixed to thefe 
volumes, contains fome particulars 
of Dr. Jortin’s family and life, 
written by himfelf, and various 
teftimonies to hts chara“‘ier as a man 
amd a fcholar, by feveral of his mott 
retpe“table contemporaries ; natives 
and foreigners. 

Our readers, by turning to this 

de partment nour Hiftory of Domet- 
tic Literature for the vear 1739, will 
find an account of the object of Mr. 
Wakefield in his “ Syiva Critica ;” 
and the opinion which we exprefled 
of the manner in which his work is 
conducted. uring the prefent year 
he has publithe ‘da fecond volume, 1 in 
continuation of the fame detign; 
which is diftinguifhed by the fame 
tafte, ingenuity, and erudition. 
The paffages of the New Teitament 
elucidated in the volume before us, 
are clrietly felected from the gofpels 
and the ats of the Apottles. ‘Lo the 
epiitle ; the author intends to devote 
a tubfequent volume. 

Lord Mi nboddo, in purfuance of 
the defen which has tor a contider- 


able time employed lis Ra n, has 
publifhed, during the prefent vear, 
a fitth volume “ of tae Origin and 


Progrets of Language.’’ In this 
volume the author treats of the 
hiftorical, and: of the didactic {tyle. 
Under the head hiitorical tivle 
> | 

he enquires into the refpective merits 
of Livy, Dionviius Hahecarnsilenfs, 
Ceafar, and Polybius, am ong the an- 
cients ; andof Buchanan, Milton. and 
lord Lyt tieton, an\ ny the moderns. 
™ }? . . . 
i nder the he e ad Oj aik adi acTic ity 
exymings the characterilic 
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lencies of Xenophon's and Plato's 
dialogues, and of the didactic, moral, 
philotoph ical, and metaphyfical wri- 
tings of Ariftotle.. After thefe prin- 
cipal divitions of this volume, we 
meet with fome queries concerning 
philotophy, and an abr idgement of 
Dionyiius Halicarnaflenfis on the 
compotition of words, which our 
author confiders to be an admirable 
fpecimen of thre didactic ftyle. To 
the learned reader many of the ob- 
fervations and criticifims of our au- 
thor, on the writings of the ancients 
e{pecially, will afford much enter- 
tainment. But he will find him 
poiletied of the fame contempt for 
modern writers, and modern learn- 
ing, which appeared in his former 
volumes ; while his fuperftitious 
veneration for whatever bears the 
ruft of antiquity, and his credulity 
in aflenting to the fables and ab- 
furdities which are inter{perfed in 
the narratives, of the Greek and 
Koman writers, are as conf{picuous 
as ever, 

Caflander’s “ Crittcifms on the 
Piverfions of Purley, in a Letter 
to John Horne Tooke, E fy.”” were 
written with the view of pointing out 
errors and inaccuracies in 2 work 
which, on the whole, he confiders 
to be important and valuable; and 
to put the author on his guard againit 
fimilar defects.in his future publica- 
tions. Thefe criticifms prove the 
author to be well verfed in Saxon 
etymology, and_ philological lore, 
and deterve the atteation of Mr 
‘Tooke. Sodo the ftriétures which 
hey contain on the obfervations 
made by him am Mr. Locke, and 
Mr. Harris, 

To the number of ufeful compila- 
tions on the fubject of grammar, 
the prefent vear has added, “ the 
Grammatical Wreath, or a complete 
Syitem of Englifh Grammar, &c. in 
two Parts, by Ajexander Bicknell, 

Ef{q.” 
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Efg.’’ In this work the author has 
tundertaken to felect from all the 
principal Englifh grammars, thofe 
parts in which each writer has excell- 
ed; to digeft the whole into a re- 
gular and copious fyflem, and to add 
elucidations and remarks of his own. 
Though we think that Mr. bicknell 
has admitted too much fuperiluous 
matter into his work, and crowded it 
with unneceflary rules, yet it is not 
without merit, and difeowen to be 
recommended to thofe who are en- 
aged in the education of youth. 

«¢ Bell’s New Pantheon; or, hif- 
torical Dictionary of the Gods, De- 
mi-Gods, Heroés, and fabulous Per- 
fonages of Antiquity, &c. in two 
volumes,”’ is a publication of great 
utility, and fuch as was much want- 
et by numerous clafies of read- 
ers. For the former produétions, 
whence the information which it 
conveys could in any degree be ob- 
tained by general readers, have been 
either too infignificant, and con- 
fined in their defign, or too fearce 
and expenfive to be met with out of 
the libraries of the opulent. This 
work contains not only an account 
of the Greek and Roman mythology, 
but alfo of that of the northern ku- 
ropean, of the Afiatic, African, and 
American idolaters, and many of 
Rabinical and Mohammedan fables, 
Befide thefe, the compiler has admit- 
eda number of articles belonging to 
hiftory, geography, and etymology, 
which, if they may be objected to 
as not properly belonging to a Pan- 
theon, cannot be deemed entirely 
{uperfluous, on account of their con- 
nexion with ancient manners and 
cuftoms, and their confequent illuf- 
tration of mythological difficulties. 
On the whole, this work is written 
with judgment and perfpicuity. We 
cannot pronounce it faultlefs ; as we 
have perceived many omiilions in it 


which ought to be fupplied, and 


many inaccuracies and improper ex- 
pretlions which fhould be correéted. 
We doubt not but that the public 
patronage will be extended to it, and 
encourage the author to make thofe 
neceflary additions and alterations 
which fhall render it more deferving 
of the foremoft rank amone tuca 
kind of compofitions. Thefe vo- 
Jumes are embellifhed by thirty-fe- 
ven plates, m ny of which are well 
executed. 

The fitth and laft volume of “ the 
Obferver,”” by Mr Cumberland, 
has made its appearance during the 
prefent year. This volume, befide 
many tnftructive and entertaining 
papers, and fome interefting {tories, 
contains the conclufion of the lite- 
rary annals of Greece, in an account 
of the writers of the new comedy. 
The authors now mentioned are, 
Menander, Diphilus, Apollodorus 
Gelous, Phulippidas, and Pofidip- 
pus. Of the remains of their com- 
pofitions many elegant tranflations 
are given by our author. As we 
have frequently beftowed our warm 
apprebation on Mr. Cumberland, 
during the progrefs of this work, 
while we have freely made our re- 
marks on what appeared to us to be 
deferving of ceniure, any particular 
obfervations on its general merits 
would be fuperfluous, and only con- 
tain repetitions of what we have taid 
before. Wehave received much in- 
formation aud pleafure f.om his lite- 
rary labours; and we learn with 
much regret, that at the conclufion 
of this volume, according to his pre- 
fent purpofe, he fhall “ difmiis the 
obfervers from any further duty, and 
that the reader and he are herve to 
part.” 

« The Speculator, Vol, L.’’ is a 
periodical work that, in many re- 
ipects, is entitled toa higher clats 
among literary productions, than tie 
collections of detached effays which, 
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under different titles, are continually 
offering to’the public. Befide fome 
jutt criticifm, interefting tales, and 
pleafing poetry, it contains ingent- 
ous ftri¢tures on the progrefs and pre- 
ent ftate of German literature: com- 
pares the temp of the French 
and Englifh with thofe of the Ger- 

yan dramatic writers; and adds a 
tranflation of fine fcenes to illultrate 
the obfervations. From the enter- 
tainmentand information which this 
volume has afforded us, we cannot 
but exprefs our wifh that we may 
meet with future opportunities of 
renewing our acquaintance with sts 
fenfible and elegant authors. 

Much merit, likewife, belongs to 
« the Loiterer, a periodical Work, 
intwo Volumes: firft publifhed at 
Oxford in the Years 1789 and 
1790.” The firft of thefe volumes 
is more immediately confined to the 
univerfity, and is defcriptive of the 
manners of its members; *“ the 
fcourge of their follies, or the herald 
of their virtue and learning.’”? The 
fecond volume ts of a more general 
nature, and contains many lively 
and pleafing obfervations upon life 
and manners, ufeful and judicious 
inftructions, and pure di¢tates of re- 
tixvon and morality. “Though, per- 
haps, mot fo various and interetting 
as many of his precdeceflors in this 
fpecies of writing, the author, ncover- 
thelefs, is entitled to 2 refpeétable 
rank among periodical efayitts. 
With the character of the fate 

Soame fenyns, as an elegant and in 

ftructive author, the public are fuf- 
ficiently acquainted. We mention 
his name in this place, as we have 
an opportunity of informing our rea- 
ders that bis miiccllancous and feat- 
tered works have been colleéted foge- 
ther in four volumes, including feve- 
ral pieces never before publithed ; 
to which are prefixed fhort Sketches 
of the Hiftory ofthe Author’s Family, 
and allo of his Litc, by Charles Nal- 

re 
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fon Cole, efq. The additional 
pieces confift o: Poetical Attemptsin 
the laft Years of his Life, an Klay 
on the National Debt, and fome 
curfory Obfervations on different 
Paflages in the New Teftament. 
The poetical pieces are eafy and 
elegant. The Effay on the Na- 
tional Debt is fpeculative and para- 
doxical, and intended to fhew that 
the effects of adebt are advantayeous 
to a kingdom. The Obfervations 
on different Parts of the New Tella. 
ment contain many judicious re- 
marks, and praétical obfervations, 
united with fome of the peculiarities 
which have before: diftinguifhed our 
author on fubjects of theolany. Some 
of the moft ftriking particulars of his 
life, as given by Mr. Cole, our rea- 
ders will find among our Biographi- 
cal Anecdotes and Charaé¢ters. 

The next article which we fhall 
introduce to our readers is, “ the 
Plays and Poems of William Shak- 
{peare, collated verbatim, with the 
moft authentic Copies, and revifed ; 
with the Corrections and Illuftra- 
tions of various Commentators, &c. 
by Edward Malone, in eleven Vo- 
lumes, 8vo.”’ In his prolegomena to 
this work, Mr. Malone, after ftating 
in an accurate manner the difficul- 
tiesto be encountered by an editor of 
Shakipeare, enquires into the com- 
parative value of the various copies 
of his plays; and endeavours to fettle 
thetrue ftate of the poet's text, by an 
ample collation of paflages. His next 
obiect is to fhew the method which 
he adopts in explaining the text of 
his author; in doing which he trutts 
that; befides his additional iluftra- 
tions, * nota fingle valuable expli- 
eation ef amy obfcure pafiage in thete 
plays has ever appeared, which will 
not be found in thefe volumes.” The 
authenticity of certain plays is after- 
terward enquired into; and the re- 
{ult is, that Titus Andronicus, the 
firft part of Henry V1. Sir John Old- 
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caitie, the London Prodigal, &c. are 
referred to other contemporary au- 
thers, or fhewn to have exifted be- 
fore Shakipeare wrote. The reft 
ef his prolegomena confifts of a 
variety of mifcellaneous articles, | cu- 
rious, or entertaining, which our li- 
mits will not permit us to enumerate. 
Yo the whole work is added, an ap- 
pendix, and a copious*yloflanal in- 
dex. This isa work which has been 
long expected by the publi, and it 
will be seceived by them with gra- 
titude to the caretul and attentive 
editor. For eight years has Mr. 
Malone been emploved on it with un- 
ceafing folicitude. Anda it is not ealy 
to conceive of the labour that was 
* required to inveftigate fugitive 
allufions, to explain and jultity ob- 
folete phrafeology, by parelle! paflages 
trom contemporary authors, and to 
form a genuine text by acareful col- 
lation of the original copies—the 
due execution of which, can alone 
entitle an editor of Shak{fpeare to 
the favour of the public.” Aftera 
careful perufal of this work, we 
have no difficulty in afferting, 
that the pubhe are under very 
great obligations to Mr. Malone. He 
has detected many innovations, trant- 
potitions, &c. &c. and imiroduc- 
eda great number of emendations, 
which feem to have been neceliary 
to the formation of a genuine. text. 

He has likewile added a variety 
of notes to tiofe feleéted from tor- 
mer commentators, which he has 
reafon to expect will be read with 
pleafure ; andin many of which he 
has been peculiarly happy in ilut- 
trating the fenfe of his author. 
Thefe he has judicioufly fubjoined 
to the text, to relieve the readers 
‘+ from the irkfome tak of feeking 
for intormation in a different volume 
from that immediately before them.” 
From this general account our read- 


ers will be futticiently apprized of 


[245] 


the importance and value of this 
editicn of Shak{peare; which to 
the admirers of that Cari will afford 
muck gratification, ©ow much fo- 
ever they may be «:ipofed to ditier 
in forme inftances from the ingenious 
and learned editor. Of this work a 
lefs expenfive edition has been pub. 
lifhed in feven volumes t2mo. in 
which the general introductory ob- 
fervations to the different plays are 
preferved, and the numerous notes 
abridged, 

The next publication which we 
fhall announce is “Shak{peare’s Dra- 
matic Works, with explanatory Notes; 
a new Edition; to which is now 
added a copious ludex to the re- 
markable Paflayes and Words, by the 
Reverend Samuel Ayfcough, F.S. A. 
&c.” in one volume. What calls 
for our notice of this work at pre- 
fent is, the extenfive jndex to Shak- 
{peare, which occupies nearly fever 
hundred pages. “This, likewife, has 
been a werk of-great labour and dif- 
ficulty, and will be found of confi- 
derable fervice in illuttrating the ob- 
folete and obicure language of the 
poet. By fuch an index, Shak{peare, 
in many inftances, may be made his 
own interpreter ; @nd the reader be 
enabled to throw light on difficult 
paflages which the ablett commenta- 
tors have not explained to his fatis- 
faction. Mr. Ayfcough is well 
known to be pecuharly qualified tor 
fuch an undertaking, by having re- 
peatedly executed fimilar worKs wath 
credit and fuccels. And we are per- 
fuaded that {rom the work before us 
he runs no ritk of diminifhing his 
reputation. 

Among the Poetical publications 
of the year 179, we find a worken- 
titled, ** Specimens of the ear'y i.n- 
glith Poets.” ‘This ts a compila ion 
of fuch fmailer pocms «$s appe wed 
during the fixteenth and feveneenth 
centuries, piven in the orde: of time 
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in which their fevcral authors flou- 
rifhed; and may be recommended 
as a proper fappleme nt to Headley’s 
Reauties of Ancient Englith Poetry, 
of which we gave an account in our 
Regifter for the year 3787. We 
mean not to fprak of it as potfetling 
equal literary merits with that pub- 
lication: the editor's defini was 
not fo comprehenfive. W ith great 
mw ode ity he calls his work only “oa 
poctical common-place book.’’ He 
has, however, difplaved great taite 
in forming his felection, which is 
printed w ith great care, and uncom- 
mon elegance. Among the authors 
trom ow hom thefe {pecimens are 
taken are, lord Surrey, fir Tho- 
mas Wyat, George Gaicoigne, 
Shak{pe:re, Svdney, Daniel, Flet- 
cher, Beaumont, Marlow, Ra- 
leigh, Jonfon, Drummond, Dray- 
ton, Donne, Carew, Shirley, Ran- 
dolph, Davenant, Wooton, Cart- 
wright, Suckling, Cowley, Waller, 
Milton, Dryden, Sediey, &c. &c. 
From this litt’ our readers will per- 
ceive that, though many of them do 
not poffeis a very exalted rank on Par- 
naflus, there are other names of 
which we juftly boait, as the pride 
and glory of offr country. 

Mifs Brooke's “ Reliques of Irifh 
Poetry, confifting of heroic Poems, 
Odes, Elegies, and Songs, trant] ated 
into Englith Verfe, &c.” were pub- 
lifhed by her, “ with a view to 
throw fome light on the antiquities 
ot her country, to vindicate, in part, 
its hiftory, to prove its claim to {ci- 
entific as well as to military fame, 
and to awaken a juftand ufefal curi- 
ofity on the fubject of its poetical 
compoiitions.” The pieces which 
the has ‘elected do unqueftion: ibly 
poll fs vory great merit. rhey are 
diftingul iftred by numerous fiditchers 
of that fublim ity, that pathos, and 
that charming fimp!i icity which are 
diicoverable in the artlefs com )pofi- 
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tions of early times MifS Brooke, 
likewife, feems to have been peculi. 
arly qualified for the tafk of favour- 
ing her readers with an Englith ver. 
fion of thefe Reliques. She is pof 
feiled of very refpeétable poetical ta. 
lents; of heroic and elevated fenti- 
ments, a lively and bold imagina- 
tion, and an elegant and cultivated 
tafte ; to which mutt be added an en- 
thufi aftic zeal for the literary honour 
of her country. This fpirit, we 
think, fhe has carried to an excefs, 
in the encomiums which fhe paffes 
on ihe Irifh language and mufic; 
and in her claims, for Ireland, toa 
more early civilization, refinement, 
and cultivated genius, than any other 
nation in Europe. But in thefe 
claims fhe is countenanced by the 
O’Connor’s, the O’Halloran’s, and 
the Vailancey’s, if the more cool and 
philofophicad hiftorian rejeé them. 
And our fair poetefs will confole her- 
felf in the approbation of thofe 
‘* names, dear to every {pirit of libe- 
rality and fcience, but by Irifh- 
men peculiarly to be revered.” 

The Metrical Hiftory of fir 
aban Wallace, Knight of Ellerflie, 
by Henry, commonly called Blind 
H: aITY, carefully tranfcribed from 
the Manufeript Copy of that Work 
in the Advocates’ Library, under the 
Kye of the Ear] of Buchan,” in three 
vols. is reported to be the beft rel 
cation of the fabulous hiftory of tha 
Scottrih famous hero which has vet 
appeared; and will be an acceptaly} ile 
prefent to the admirers of ancient 
Britifh poetry. Its principal value, 
however, confifts in the reprefenta- 
tion which it gives of the {tate ol 
language and manners im Scotland 
during the fifteenth century. The 
editor’s attempt to eftablifh the ve- 
racity of it as a collection of hiitori- 
cal faéts, is totally unfucceisful. 

“ The Bruce, or the Hiftory of 
Robert 1, King of Scotland, writ- 
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ten in Scottifh Verfe, by John Bar- 
bour, with Notes and ‘a ee 
by ]. Pinkerton, in three vols.” j F 
chiefly valuable on the fame accotme 
as the laft mentioned article. . { 
ought, however, to be mentioned in 
its favour, that the greater part, if 
not all the incidents which it con- 
tains, are founded in real hiftory. 


The author of it was archdeacon of 


Aberdeen, in the fourteenth ceatury: 
and the prefent edition istaken from 
a menial cript copy dated 1493, pre- 
ferved in the advocates’ library at 
Edinburgh. Mr. Pinkerton’s pre- 
face and notes are inftructive and 
entertaining. 

The fecond edition of “ Poems, 
by Hugh Dowman, M. D.”, is ne- 
ticed by uson account of the valuable 
additions which the author has made 
to his former publication. It would 
be fupertluous to repeat the opinion 
which we have on diiferent occa- 
fions exprefled, of the claflical 
tafte, and true poetic {pirit which 
diftinguith the labours of Dr. Down- 
man, under the influence of the 
Mufes, This opinion has happpily 
coincided with the univerfal judg- 
ment of the public. We have, 
therefore, only to inform our read- 
ers, that in this enlarged edition 
they will meet with feweral new 
pieces which bear every interna! evi- 
dence of their proceeding trom the 
fame pen. Among others, the au- 
thor has given a new vertion of ¢ the 
Land of the Mules,’ in modern heroic 
verfe; a tranflation of the -Epice- 
dium ‘of Ragaar Lodbrach, king of 
Denmark, the character of w hich 
our readers will find in our Hiftory 
of the Literature of Denmark for the 
year1787; Odes toEnvy, to Content, 
to V engeance, and an other in the 
&yle of Gray’ s Ode on adiftant Pro- 
{pect of Exon College; and Odes ad- 
drefled to different perions, from mo- 
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trves of efteem and private friend. 
thip. 

* “Tke Dramatic Sketches of the 
Ang Yent Northern Mythology, by 
I’, Sayers, M. D.” were publithed 
“ with a view of givi ng fome flight 
idea at leaft, of the nc glected beau- 
ties of the Gothic religion, and of 
recommending a freer ‘Introdu@io n 
of its imagery into the poetry of the 
Englifl nation.” Thefe tketches are 
three i la number, Frea, Moina, and 
Starno. ‘The flory on which Frea is 
founded is taken from the Edda, 
Balder, the god of the fun, and the 
beloved of Frea, the Scandinavian 
Venus, having been flain by his bro- 
ther Hoder, Frea defcends to the in- 
fernal ages tu procure his releafe 
from Hela, the goddefs of fate. Hela 
pronmfes . comply with her prayer, 
on condition that all the fuperior dei- 
ties weep for Balder’s fall. Frea is 
fuccefsfud in her application to al! the 
deities excepting Lok, the Scandina- 
vian Satan, whofe refufal confirms 
the fate of Balder, and concludes the 
piece. This ftory Dr. Sayers has 
rendered exceedingly interefting. It 
abounds in fable defcriptions, 
forcible imagery, and true elegiac 
tendernefs. ‘The odes in this {ketch 
are in rhyme. Moina approaches 
nearer in its conitruction to the 
Greek model The fiory is not 
mythologic al, but of the author’s in- 
vention, and intended merely as a 
vehicle for the exhibition of Celtic 
and Gothic manners. The choral 
odes, on which the author feems to 
have employed his whele energy, 
are pecaliarly brikiant, thous rh they 
do not pofle (Sthe ornament of rhy me. 
Starne, which is likewife wr ‘jtten on 
the Greek model, and withoutshyme, 
is chiefly intended to exhibit the 
Celtic cuftoms and mythology. But 
whether it were owing to the ftory 
is founded wanting no- 
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gelty, or to the f{canty information 
that can be obtained refpecting the 
D, uidical religion, we did not fins 
ourfejves io much interefted in read- 
ing it, as we were by the «wo former 
fketches. On the whole, this pro- 
du&tion fhews Dr. Sayers to be no 
mean proficient in Scandinavian en- 
tiquities, while it affords numerous 
evidences of his claflical knowledge, 
as well as poetical tafte and energy. 
It is a valuable addition to thofe 
ms of Gray, Jer, ingham, and 
ole, in which the principal features 
and images are borrowed from the 
Northern Mythyolgy. 
Sotheby’s * Poems, confifting of 
a Tour through Parts of North and 
Scouth Wal.s, Sonnets, Ode, &c.”’ 
contain many poetical beauties of the 
defciptive kid, with which we 
have been highly pleafe!. S 
times, indeed, in aiming at fubl- 
mity, the authar’s ftyle and language 
are rendered inflated and obicure. 
In general, however, they are cor- 
reét and perfpicuous, and his num- 
bers well polithed. ‘To thofe who 
have trav lled through the cou try 
which Mr. Sotheby defcribes, his 
ems will be peculiarly «cceptable. 
“ Adriano, or the firtt of June, 
by the Author of the Village Cu- 
rate,” recites fome interefting cir- 
cumftances, with great fimplicity, 
and, on the whole, with great ani- 
mation andenergy. In his defcrip- 
tions the author itill difcovers an ex- 
quifite tafte for the beauties of na- 
ture; and the pictures which he 
draws are richly coloured, and highly 
poetic. But his work, with al] its 
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excellencies, isdisfigured by the fame 
defects and blemifhes with his for- 
mer production, While aiming at 
the familiar he occafionally becomes 
diigufting, and his language is fre- 
fometimes 


quently inaccurate, and 
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vulgar. Thefe defeéts we can attri. 
bute to nothing but careleffnefs and 
inattention, as the author is evidently 
poffeffed of the ability that is necef. 
jary to detect and to correA them. 

*“ The Garden, or the Art of lay- 

ing out Grvunds, tranflated from the 
French of the Abbe de Lille,” is the 
roduction of an author well known 
mn the literary world {or his abilities 
and poetical tafte. In this work his 
powers appear to great advantage in 
the juftice of his principles and di. 
daétic remarks, the beauty of his de- 
{c:iptions, and the numerous perti- 
n nt epifodes, which he has intro- 
duced. It will be obvious, how- 
ever, to the Englifh reader, that he 
has perufed with advantage many of 
our Englifh authors «n the fame 
fubje&t, from Temple and Pops, to 
Gray and Whately ; although ne has 
not been fufficiently explicit in ac- 
Knowledging his obligations. The 
prefent tranflation is free and ele- 
gant, and poffefies much of the fpi- 
rit snd animation of the original. 

‘“ Amufement, a ‘oem, by Hen- 
ry James Pye, Efg.” is an elegant 
amd pleafing performance, in which 
the author traces the progrefs of a- 
mufement from the earlieft periods 
of time, and the ftate of folitary or 
uncultivated life, to thefe modern 
days of civilization and refinement, 
Mr. Pye’s defcriptions are drawn 
from life, and have much ftrength 
and beauty of colouring ; his fatire, 
though keen and pointed, 1s delivere 
ed with much fprightlinefs and good 
humour ; and the obfervations and 
refleétions which occur, are, in gee 
neral, juft and liberal]. 

The “ Epiftola Macaronica aq 
Fratrem, de iis que gefta funt in nu- 

ro Diffentientium Conventu, &c.” 
a afforded us many a hearty laugh. 
The fubject of it is a dinner-meeting 
at 





at the London Tavern, in the month 
of February, 1790, of a number of 
diffenters, and others, friends to the 
repeal of the corporation and teft 
acts. From the defcriptive pow- 
ers which the author difplays, and 
the proofs of tafte and literature 
which his curious work affords, he 
has fecured to himfelf the praife of 
being unrivalled in this fpecies of 
try. 

The “ Carmen Seculare, pro 
Galicia Gente tyrannidi Ariftocra- 
tica erepta,” has proceeded from the 
pen of the fame author, Dr. Geddes. 


It is written in Sapphic meafure, and 


does gréat honour to the claffical 
tafte and erudition of the auv- 
thor, as well as to his philanthropy 
and liberality. 

« The Laurel of Liberty, a Poem, 
by Robert Merry, M, A.” is the 
production of an elegant and pleafing 
writer, who, feeling his heart beat 
with tranfport, as he fuppofes every 
Englifliman’s mutt do, on viewin 
the progrefs of liberty in France, of- 
fers his warm and animated congra- 
tulations to the nation:| affembly. 
With the beauty and energy of ma- 
ny of his lines we have been pecu- 
ljarly ftruck ; but at the fame time 
much offended by inftances of care- 
leffnefs, quaintnefs, obfcurity, and 
falfe ornament. , 

‘© The Theatre, a didattic Effay, 
&c. by Samuel Whyte, Dublin,” 
in an eulogium on a young lady 
who performed the character of 


Jane Shore, for the private amufe- | 


ment of her friends, contains 
fome precepts relative to acting in 
general, which are pertinentand juft, 
and cloathed in eafy and pleafing po- 
etry. To thefe the author has added, 
under the name of bon ton theatri- 
cals, prologues and epilogues deli- 
vered at lady Burrowes’s, and other 

rivate theatres. In a preliminary 


advertifement Mr. Whyte has offered 
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fome obfervations on the {up 
plagiarifms of refpeétable authors, 
which are deferving attention. 

Mrs. Yearfley's “ Stanzas of Woe, 
addreffed from the Heart, on a Bed 
of lllnefs, &c.” com plain, in Jan- 
guage of diftrefs and indignation, of 

ome cruel treatment which the met 

with, which has had Nad effect up- 
on her health, Of Mrs. Yearfley's 
poetical abilities we have had repeat- 
ed opportunities of giving our judg- 
ment, which has always been accom- 
panied with a tribute of praife to 
‘* her native wood notes wild.” And 
we now obferve, without any refe- 
rence to the juftice of her complaint, 
on which it would be very improper 
for us to form any decifion, that no 
perfon who poffeffes a feeling heart, 
can read thefe ftanzas, without pow- 
erful emotions in favour of the hum- 
ble writer. 

From Peter Pindar’s fatirical 
we have received the followin 
pieces during the year 1790: Ad. 
vice to the future Laureat, an 
Ode ; ’ «‘ a benevolent Epittle to Syl- 
vanus Urban, alias Mafter jon Ni- 
chols, Printer, &c. not forgetting 
Mr. William Hayley, &c. &c.”” “a 
Rowland for an Oliver, or a poetical 
Anfwer to the benevolent Epiftle of 
Mr. Peter Pindar, alfo the manufcript 
Odes, Songs, Letters of the above 
Mr. Peter, &c. &c.” and “ a com- 

limentary Epiftle to James Bruce, 
‘fq. the Abyfinian Traveller.”— 
Thefe different dithes are feafoned in 
{quire Pindar’s ufual manner, and 
will afford exquifite gratification to 
the palates capable of relithing his 
cookery. 

The lovers of fatirical poetry will 
alfo be pleafed at being abie to in- 
creafe their fund of entertainment, 
by adding to it the “ Criticifms oa 
the Rolliad, Part II.” “ Political 
“ Mifcellanies, by the Authors of 
the Rolliad, and probationary Odes b, 

an 
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and “ Letters from Simkin the Se- 
cond to his dear Brother in Wales, 
for the Year 1790.” 

To the articles already enumerat- 
ed our limits will only permit us to 
add the titles of the following publi- 
¢ations: * Poems by the Reverend 
$. Hoole, A® M. in two Volumes,” 
a new and enlarged edition ; “ Mif- 
cellancous Poems, by the Reverend 
L. Booker,” containing fome addi- 
tional pieces to what Sirs already 

affed the ordeal of criticifm ; “ the 
Gentle Shepherd, by Allan Ramfay, 
attempted in Eng ith Verfe, by Mar- 

aret Turner;” “ Mffcellaneous 
oems, by Ann Francis; “ origi- 
nal Mifcellancous Poems, by Tf. 
Smith ;” “ Poems, by James Henry 
Leigh;” “ King Afa, a Poem in fix 
books, by T. May ;” “ the Galaxy, 
confifting of a variety of Sacred and 
other Poetry, by W. Belcher, and 
others;” * Lines on Sir Jofhua Rey- 
nolds’s Refignation at the Roval Aca- 
demy by Mr. Jerningham ;” “ the 
Grave of Howard, by W. L. 
Bowles ;” “ Veries on the benevo- 
lent Inftitution of the Philanthropic 
Society,” by the fame; “ Poems, 
dedicated, by permithdn, to the right 
honourable the countefs Fitzwilliam, 
by S. Pearfon;” “ Chriftmas in a 
Cottage, by Lucinda Strickland ;”’ 
<©fuvenile Poems, with Remarks on 
Poetry, &c. by J. Armiftrong;”’ 
«« Innocence, an allegorical Poem, 
by Mifs Mary Young ;” “ Poems, by 
D. Deacon, Junior ;” “ St. James’s 
Street, by M. Milton; * Sonnets 
to Eliza, by her Friend;” “ the 
"Turtle Dove, a Tale, from the 
French of Florian ;” “ Female Cha- 
racters in Married Life, an epigram- 
matic Satire ;” “the Poftcript to the 
New Bath Guide, by Agthony Pai- 
guin, Efq.” “ St. Mark’s Day, or 
King John’s Freemen ;” * the Pri- 
fon, a Poem ;” “ a Sonnet, fuppofed 
to have been written by Mary Queen 
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of Scotts, to Bothwell, in French, 
with a tranflation ;” « Belgia, a 
Poem ;” * ferious Reflefions, ad- 
dreffed to the Inhabitants of Grcat 
Britain, by a Female ;” “ Cheyt 
Sing, by a young Lady of Fifteen ;” 
“ Happinefs, a Poem ;” “ Reflec. 
tion, a Poem; “ Ainfi vala Monde 
infcribed to R. Merry, Efg. by 
Laura Maria ;” “ an Ode on the 
diftant View of France, from Dover 
Cliff; and “ the Revolution, an 
Epic Poem, in twelve Books.” 

In the Dramatic lift of the year 
179¢, we find the following pieces : 
“ the Indians, a Tragedy, perform- 
edat Richmond ;’’ ¢* better Late than 
Never, a Comedy, by Miles Peter 
Andrews;” “ the German Hotel, 
a Comedy, performed at Covent 
Garden ;” “ the new Cofinetic, or 
Triumph of Beauty, a Comedy, by 
C. Melmoth ;” “ Love in many 
Mafks, altered from Mrs. Behn’'s Ko- 
ver, acted at Drury Lane ;”? “ New 
Spain, or Love in Mexico, an Ope- 
ra, performed at the Haymarket ;”’ 
** Modern Breakfaft, or all Afleep at 
Noon, by Henry Siddons,” per- 
formed at the fame place ; “ the in- 
triguing Chambermaid, a_ ballad 
Farce, altered from Fielding ;” “try 
again, a Farce in two Aéts, as per- 
formed in the Haymarket ;” “ the 
little Hunchback, a Farce, as per- 
formed at Covent Garden ;” “ the 
Adventurers, a Farce, performed at 
Drury-Lane;” and “ the Man ot 
Enterprize, a Farce ;” performed 
at the fame. place. 

We fhall now turn the attention 
of our readers to the few articles 
which we have referved for our 
miicellaneous lift. 

The firft of thefe is, “ Letters on 
Education, with Obfervations on 
Religious and Metaphyfical Subjects, 
by Catharine Macaulay Graham.” 
This is partly, a republication 
of a metaphyfical work, of which 
we 
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we exprefied our opinion in our cannot but think injudicious and 
Hiftory of the Literature of the year fanciful. On the whole, the well 
1783; and partly, an ofiginal known abilities of Mrs. Graham 
treatife on education, the rules will bea fufficient reconmmendation 
aud principles of which, as laid of this work to the public attention ; 
down by the author, are founded on and notwithftanding that we have 
her obfervations in the former exprefled ourfelves freely, with re- 
work. After confidering the quei- {pect to what appeared to us to be 
tion relative to public and private blemithes in it, we can affure our 
education, and deciding in favour readers that they may expect much 
of the latter, Mrs. Graham devotes inftruétion and entertainment from 
feveral letters to the corporeal the dy: of it. 
management of children ; in which he “ Volume of Letters from 
fhe fuggefts a number of ufeful Dr. Berkenhout to his Son at the 
hints, intermixed with peculiarities Univerfity,” is a very mifcellaneous 
which feem to have originatedin her production, in which, amid a varietw 
imagination, rather than in her of obfervations that are peculiar and 
judgment. To thefe fucceed her objectionable, there are a great 
obfervations on education, fo far number of hints which may be of 
as it refpeéts the cultivation of the confiderable fervice to young men, 
mind; in which we find many if they are reteived with attention 
things to approve and paca and candowr. In his preface the 
while in fome inftances we are Doctor ttates, that “ thefe letters 
obliged to differ from the ingenious Were written partly for his own 
writer. Her thoughts on the fub- amufement, but principally with a 
je&t of literary education, which defign of introducing the young 
next engages her attention, are un- frefliman, to whom they were ad- 
doubtedly original ; but we do not drefled, to an early acquaintance 
think that they contain any im- with the elements of the fciences he 
provement on the modes which are was about to cultivate :” that he 
at prefent adopted in our beftcon- hopes the critic “ will allow him 
duéted feminaries ; what weconfider the privilege of that] inattention to 
as a fundamental defeét is, that fhe abfolute precifion and methodical 
would defer the ftudy of the mathe- arrangement, which, in_ familiar 
matics to the age of twenty-one, or letters, it would be unyuft, and 
twenty-two, when the other branches perhaps, improper to require: and 
that form her fyftem of education, that the fubjets are frequently 
are completed. The remaining varied, on purpofe to relieve the at- 
letters relate to education confidered tention, and to avoid the formality 
more generally, including the rules of a fyftematic treatife.” The 
of what the French call the petits detters are thirty-five in number, cf 
moraux ; remarks on thofe leading which the lait eleven are employed 


cuftoms of Greece and Rome which on the fubject of botany. 
ftamped a national character To the tenth edition of Mr. Knox's 


on their citizens ; and the moft Liberal Education was annexed * a 


likely means to promote morality, Letter to the Right Honourable 
civilization, refinement, and reli- lord North, Chartcellor of the Uni- 


gion. Many of her obfervationsen verity of Oxford,” in which that 
thefe topics will be found highly im- authos, after lamenting that little 


portant and interefting ; others we attention feemed to have been a" 
| o 
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to his ftriftures and enimadverfions 
on the ftate of inftruction and difci- 
pline in the Univerfity of Oxford, by 
thofe who had the government of that 
celebrated feminary, publicly calls en 
his lordfhip, to promote a revifion 
of the ftatutes, and exercifes Of the 
univerfity, and to fubmit the whole 
to a parliamentary confideration. In 
this letter we mect with a number 
of ferious and important obfervations 
which deferve the attention of his 
lordfhip ; of thofe who would pro- 
mote the credit and utility of thofe 
venerable feats of learning which 
foreigners have been taught to look 
upon as the pride of this kingdom, 
and of all who wifh for the happi- 
nefs and welfare of the country at 
Jarge. 

This letter provoked the pen of 
an angry academic, to write one in 
anfwer “to the Rev. Vicefimus 
Knox, on the Subject of his Animad- 
verfions on the Univeriity of Ox- 
ford.” In this letter the author at- 
tempts, in a very feeble manner, to 
palliate the abufes, the exiftence of 
which was fhewn with too much evi- 
dence by Mr. Knox; while he is liberal 
in his charges againft that writer, of 
mifreprefentation, and contradiction, 
and in bold affertions that the amend 
ments which he recommends are un- 
neceary, or would be ineffectual. 
We with that it were in our power, 
highly as we think of the learning 
and virtue which have adorned, and 
do itil adorn our univerfities, to 
fubicribe to the unqualified praife 
which this writer beftows upon 
them... But before we can do that, 
their honour muit be eftablifhed by 
a wudivious ard eflential reform. 

The author of “ A Letter to the 
Rev. Dr. Parr, occafioned by his 
Republication of Tracts by War- 
burtan, and a Warburtonian” at- 
tacks the motives of the doétor in 
that publication ; which, inftead of 
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a defence of Leland, and Jortin, he 
con{trues into an liberal and malig. 
nant attempt to injure the reputa. 
tion and character of a refpectable 
livingprelate. We are too charitable 
to admit the conclufions of this 
writer: but we cannot avoid doing 
juitiee to his abilities, and intention. 
He writes like a fcholar, and a 
gentleman ; affails the editor ot the 
tracts with the weapons of keen 
farcafm and irony, which have been 
fo formidable in his own hands; and 
offers a very candid and ingenious 
vindication of the editor of War- 
burton’s works, to thofe who may 
deem any vindication to be necet- 
fary. 

in our Annual Regifter for the 
laft year, we freely expreffed our 
opinion on the fubje¢t of the great 
obligations that Dr. White was fup- 
pofed to be under to Mr. Badcock, 
in the compofition of his Bampton 
Lecture Sermons. During the pre- 
fent year Dr. White has Fublithed 
“ a Statement of his Literary 
Obligations to the late Rev. Mr. 
Samuel Badcock, and the Kev. 
Samual Parr, LL.D.” What we 
formerly faid on this fubjeét has re- 
ceived abundant and fatisfactory con- 
firmation, by the candid and un- 
affected declarations, and unqueition- 
able evidence which this ftatement 
conveys. We only lament that it 
did not appear at an earlier period ; 
as it would have preferved the pro- 
feffor's character from much ilibera! 
and unmevited abufe, and eitablithed 
his claim, with the difpaflionate and 
unprejudiced, to. whatever is valua- 
ble and important in the Bampton 
Lectures. ‘The affiftance which he 
received, was no other than what 
men of the moft diftinguifhed talents 
have availed themfelves of in fimilar 
circumftances, without the leaft im- 
putation on their abilities: ‘That 
Dr. White was not difcrect, and did 
nat 
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not poftefs that proper pride and 
exertion which we look for in a 
vigorous and learned mind, we 
readily allow. The affiftance he 
received from Dr. Parr, was attended 
with no circumftances but what do 
honour to both the parties. 

The * Letters to and from the 
Rev. Philip Doddridge, D. D. late of 
Northampton, publithed from the 
Originals, with Notes Explanato 
and Biographical, by ‘I homas Sted- 
man. M. A. Vicar of St. Chad's, 
Shrewibury,” befide being amufing 
and interefting, contain many wfeful 
obfervations on books, learning, 

hilofophy, and criticifm, which re- 

& honour on the refpective wri- 
ters, and particularly on Dr. Dodd- 
ridge, to whom they are chiefly 
addrefled. We think alfo, with the 
editor, that the publication of them 
will ferve the caufe of truth and 
virtue, charity and moderation, 
Befide the mames of Clark, Barker, 
Miles, Leland, Jennings, Farmer, 
and Lardner, who were eminent 
among the Diffenters, this volume 
conta'ns the corre{pondence of mzny 
perfons refpeétable for their rank 
and talents in the Church ot Eng- 
land. Among others we find the 
names of Dr. Newton, principal of 
Hertford Co lege ; Dr. Grey, pre- 
bendary of St. Paul’s; Dr. Warbur- 
ton, afterwards bifhop of Glouce''er ; 
Dr. Secker, bifhop of Oxford, 
afterwards archbifhop of Canter- 
bury ; Dr. Maddox, bifhop of 
Worcefter ; Dr. Sherlock, bifhop 
of London, &c. &c. 

The “ Letters written in France, 
ia:the Summer 1-9 , toa Friend in 
England, containing various Anec- 
dotes relative to the French Revolu- 
tion, &c.” by Helen Maria Wiliams, 
form an elegant and pleafing pro- 
duction, which wiil not diminifh 
the reputation which the fair writer 
has deiervedly acquired in the public 





Opinion. In thefe letters the writes 
under the immediate impreffions 
made by the different objeéts which 
were prefented to her during her 
journey through France, of which 
fhe gives a beautiful and animated 
picture ; and, particularly, by the 
memorable federation at Paris, which 
fhe t'yles “the mott fublime fpec- 
tacle which, perhaps, was ever re- 
prefented on the theatre of this 
earth.”” She is, indeed, an enthu- 
fiaft in the caufe of liberty; and 
never lofes an opportunity of 
defcribing the exultation which fhe 
felt on beholding its triumphs over 
defpotifm and oppreffion. The 
afiecting ftory which fhe introduces, 
of M. de F » and his family, 
with whom fhe was perfonelly ac- 
= gives peculiar effect to the 
entiments of liberality and humanity 
of which fhe is the advocate, and 
renders her littl work {till more 
interefting. 

We dal now conclude our hiftory 
of the Domeftic Literature of the 
year 179», by inferting a c talogue 
of the Novels and Komances which 
appeared during the year. 

Among thofe which are entitled 
toa greater degree of praife than 
what is ufually beftowed on fuch 
kind of compofitions, we have te 
rank, “ Julia, a novel, ee 
with fome Poetical Pieces, by Helen 
Mara Williams, in two vols;” 
«© Euphemia, by Mrs. Charlotte 
Lennox, in jour vols;” “the Neeroe 
equalled by few Europeaps, tranf- 
lated from the French, in three 
vols;” “the Adventures of John of 
Gaunt, Duke of Lancatter, by Jamnes 
White, Efq. in three vols ;"" “the 
Devil upon Two Sticks in England, 
in four vols;”’ * Ellen Woodley, by 
Mrs. Bonhote, in two vols;’ * and 
Arnold Zulig, a Swifs Story, by 
the author of Conitance, Pharos, 
and Argus.” 
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In addition to thefe we have to 
mertion the names of the followin 

blications: * the Hiftory of Mits 

leredith, by Mrs. Parfons, in two 
vols;” “ the Citizen, by Mrs. 
Gomerfall, in two vols ;” “ Mon- 
mouth, a Tale, by Mrs. A. M. 
johnfon ;”” “ a Sicilian Romance, by 
the Authorefs of the Caftles of Ath- 
lin and Dunbayne, in two vols;”’ 
« Frederic, or the Libertine, by 
Mr. Potter, in two vols ;” “ Louifa 
Forrefter, or Characters drawn from 
real Life, in three vols;” “ Louifa, 
or the Reward of an Affeétionate 
Daughter, in two vols;” “ the 
Follies of St. James’s-ftreet, in two 
vols ;*? “ Charles Henly, or the 
Fugitive reftored, in two vols ;” 
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“St. Julian’s Abbey, in two vols ,* 
“ Memoirs of Maria, a Perfian 
Slave, in two vols;” “the Orphan 
Marian, in two vols ;”’ “ Dinarbas, 
a Tale, being a continuation of 
Raflelas;” “*. Sempronia, in three 
vols ;” * Hiftoric Tales, a Novel ;” 
«“ Converfations of Emily, from the 
French of M. de Epigny, in two 
vols ;” “ Lucinda Hartley, or the 
Adventures of an Orphan, in two 
vols; “ Arley, or the Faithlefs 
Wife, in two vols ;” “ Plexippus or 
the Afpiring Plebeian, in two vols ;’” 
“* Adeline, or the Orphan, in three 
vols;” * the Old Maid, or the 
Hiftory of Milfs Ravenfworth, in 
three vols;” and “ Georgina Har- 
court, in two vols,” 


FOREIGN 


FOREIGN LITERATURE 


Of the Year 1790. 





UR Hiffory of the Foreign 

Literature of the year 1790, 
commences, according to our ufual 
method, with that of Rufha, which, 
in point of order, is the firft of the 
northern kingdoms of Europe that 
calls for our notice. And the only 
important publications in that em- 
pire, of which we have had any in- 
formation fince our laft account, are 
the “* Nova Acta Academiz Scien- 
tiarum Imperialis Petropolitana, 
&c.” volumes I. and I]. The im- 
perial academy at Peterfburgh, in 
confequence of the mifmanagement 
of its directors, was for feveral years 
fo diftraéted by internal diflentions, 
that the attention of the members 
was withdrawn from the proper ob- 
jects of their purfuit, and their ufual 
collections were no longer publifhed. 
Under thefe circumftances, the em- 
prefs iffued an edict, by which a 
new conftitution was eftablifhed for 
the academy, and the princefs de 
Dafchkaw appointed to the prefi- 
dency. With this new conftitution 
the academy refolved to begin a new 
feries of their collections: and the 
volumes before us are what have al- 
ready been publifhed of that feries. 
The firit volume confifts of the Hif- 
tory of the Academy to the year 
17383, weitten in French; which, 


befide an account of what was tranf. 
acted at the feveral meetings of the 
academy, contains extracts of differ- 
tations, letters, and reports which 
were there read; a review of works 
and inventions prefented to the aca- 
demy; and the eulogy of M. L. 
Euler, by M. Nicholas Fufs. Of 


the latter performance we gave fome - 


account in our Regifter for the year 
1785, at which time it was pub- 
lithed feparately. The memoirs 
which follow the hiftorical part are 
mottly written in Latin, and are 
referred to the heads of mathematics, 
phyfico-mathematical, phytics, and 
altronomy. The volume concludes 
with an account of meteorological 
obfervations made at Peterfburgh in 
the years 1783 and 1784. Of thefe 
various memoirs, the mathematical 
are bv far the moft valuable. The 
principal contributors to this clafs 
were, the late excellent M. Euler, 
M. A. J. Lexell, M. Nicholas Fufs, 
and M. James Bernouilli, Among 
the re{pectable names whofe _ 
are inferted under the head of phy- 
fics, we meet with thofe of M. C. F. 
Wolff, M. J. J. Ferber, M. J. G. 


Georgi, and M. P. 5. Pallas. from 
an apparently accurate calculation of 
M. Krafft, of the geometrical furface 
of Ruffia, according to-the general 
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map of that empire = by 
the academy, we extract the general 
sefult for the information of our 
readers. From this it appears, that 
this immenfe empire extends over 
one fourteenth part of the Northern 
hemifphere, and that it contains 
430,506 fquare leagues.—The fecond 


volume brings down the hiftory of 


the academy to the year 1784. In 
this hiftory we find little worthy of 
notice, excepting two letters iin 
M. Apinus, the firft of which re- 
htes to an improvement in the con- 
firuftion of the mifcrofcope, and 
the fecond to Dr. Herfchell’s dif- 
covery of a volcano in the moon, 
The memoirs of this voluume are 
claffed under the fame heads as in 
the preceding, and were principally 
fent by the fame ref{pectable authors. 
To the names already mentioned 
we have to add thofe of F. T. Schu- 
bert, M. P. Camper, and M. Steph. 
Rumoulki, who was alfo the author 
of a valuable aftronomkal memoir 
in the firft volume. To thefe 
memoirs fucceed aftronomical and 
meteorological obfervations and 
tables. From thefe volumes it ap- 
pears, that the zeal for knowledge 
and fcience which ts difplayed in 
the Ruflian empire, and the muni- 
ficence and fpirit exerted in their 
protection and encouragement, are 
fuch as ave highly honourable to 
Catherine the Second, and promife 
the molt beneficial confequences to 
her numerou: fubjects. The con- 
guefts which by thefe means fhe 
will gain over the ignorance and 
barbarifm of their minds, will fhed a 
brighter luftre on her reign, than the 
numerous victories which her arms 
have obtained over her neighbouring 
toes.— Although it be not perfectly 
confiftent with our plan, yet we can 
not avoid inferting, in this place, 
one piece of information from the 
foreign Journals, which is connected 
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with the literary hiftory of Ruffia. 
It is, that profeffor Wolke of Peterf- 
burgh, has invented an univerfal 
graphical language, deftiture of 
words, eafy to learn, and not difii- 
cult to ufe; that it immediately ex- 
prefles ideas, and fills the imagina- 
tion with images and perceptions ; 
that it does not take up a fitth part 
of the fpace of any known language, 
and can eafily be taught in any 
country where there are Jews, Turks, 
or Chriftians, or where the bible or 
koran is read. It will give us 
‘pleafure when we are able to lay be- 
fore our readers a more particular 
account of this curious invention. 
In the literary hiflory of Swede: 
the firft publication that calls for 
notice is, “ the Memoirs of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences, vol. x. 
for the year 178g, in two parts,” 
ublifhed at Stockholm. The fub- 
yeéts of thefe memoirs are various ; 
pure mathematics, philofophy, che- 
miftry, natural hiftory, political 
ceconomy, and medicine. Among 
the principal contributors to thefe 
volumes we find, M. G. A. Lejon- 
mark, M. J. A. Carlftrom, M. de 
Morveau, M. O. Swartz, M. A. 
Modeer, M. J. A. Guill, M. S. 
Oedman, M. J. Juling, M. P. J. 
Hielm, M. J. Godolin, M. E, Od- 
heluis,s M. Cl. Bjernander, and 
M.O. le Cronftedt. The well known 
abilities and character of feveral of 
thefe authors will fufficiently recom- 
inend their productions to men of 
{cience. — At Stockholin has likewile 
been publifhed, “ The Tranfa¢tions 
of the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
Hiftory, and Antiquities, Vol. I.” 
This academy was funded by Lou- 
ifa Ulrica, in 1753; and was revived 
and enlarged by the prefent king, in 
1786. After an account of this re- 
vival, and an eulogy of the foundrefs, 
this volume contains various inau- 
gural, and other diflertations. The 
iub- 
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fubjects of the moft interefting pa- 
pers are, a Differt ition on the Lrade 
from Sweden to the Eait, by M. Ad. 

lerberth; the Conne xh m between 
Hiltory ‘and Medals, by the royal 
librarian Riftel le; the ky as avours of 
Guiftavus 1 to difeminate Learning 
through his Kingdom, by M. G. 
Murberg; the Connexion between the 
Belles Lettres andth ve Arts, by 
M. Rofenftein; and the State of Belles 
Lettres in Greece, by profeffor Flo- 
s, ~The “Sketch of aMiner: logi- 
liftory of Sweden, Vol. 1.”” by an 
anonymous author, publifhed at 
Stockholm, pro nifes to be an ufefal 
and entertaining work, and to fup 

ly a deficiency long complained of 
in Swedifh literature. Ut executed 
with ability, it will entitle the author 
to the thanks of thofe who have not 
leifure or opportunity to collect in 

formation on this f..biect, from the 
various and voluminous works tn 
which it is at prefent fcattered.— 
The eflav “ on the Stones of Swe- 
den,” pi ablithed at Stockholm, will 
alfo be an uléful companion to the 
mineralogift. - The « Memoirs illute 
tr itive of the Hiftor y of Sweden, by 
Eric Mich. Fant, profe dor of Hit- 
tory, Part I.” publithed at Upial, 

is the firf{t volume of a work in- 
tended to prefent thepublic with fuich 
original papers, on the fubject in 
the title page, as have hitherto 
been familiar only to the curious an- 
tiquary. From the contents of the 
prefent volume we can venture to 
pronouuce, that it will be an inte- 
refting collection. The principal 
pieces are, Records relative to Mar- 
ten Skinnare, a yin 2 citize ‘nm in 
the reign of Guttavusi; the Lie of 


the countets Palatine Maria a Enphro- 

fyna, fifter of Charles X. written 

by hert If: fix Letters from Charles 

XT. to his Gite ] the duchedts Hk dwi g 

Sophia, written with his own hand, 

in the years 1704- 53 two Letters 
1-9¢° 
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trom Connt G. A. de la Gardie to 
Charles XI. in 168+-8+ and fome 
Letters relative to the Hiftorv ef 
Guitavus 1.—“ The Hiftory of 
Sweden under the reign of King 
Guttavus Adolphus the Great, vols. 
Land di’, publithed at stockh yim, 


} a ti} | La ’ ; : 
vy }- b,abhichoerge, roy ti hif N1O- 


grapnher, as part of a work which 
1) 
will be peculiarly ac ible to the 
public, The author appears ta be 
; 7 ‘ od Py . . 7 ~ 
Well Voerica in nhilfory, to pollels a 
liberal and philolop! i 
OCT, al bat 0 l tga, apy 
to have acer{s to the molt euthent: 
fources of information ihe period 
which he has chofen to PW uttrates 4s 


one of the moft important and bril 
lant in the Swedith annals. We 
may, therefore, ex t much ta. 
formation and entertain lent trom 
his L ibours. Thefe volumes are 
con! hned to the vouth of Guitavus, 
and the firft fou;teen months of his 
roign, ending with the year 16% 
—** { he Chronolo y ol thre Kines of 
Sweden, by Karon 5! ering Rofens 
hane,”’ publithed at Stockholm, con- 
tains a variety of oblervations and 
remarks, which will be acceptable 
to the hiftorian and genealogift. In 
an Appendix the author endcavours 
to fhew, and not without proba. 
bility, that the celebrated Catharine 
le nprefs of Ruilia, was a native 
of Germunnared, in Welt Goth- 
ae —At Wexio, 
\ aliquift, has publifhed the firtt and 
dees. parts ¢ ol a work entitled 
© Leclefiaftical Cr lleétions;”? which 
will be found of confiderable ufe to 
thofe who with to become acquainted 
with the ecclefiaftical hiftory of Swe- 
den.—In our laft year s Regifter we 
announce 4d the publication of brief 
“ Medallic Hiftories of Guftavus 
Ad lhe hus, &c. by he late fir UC. 
Reinhold Ber h. To this valuable 
work a well execu! dl {iu pplement 
ha: fince been pul 1; fhed at Stock 
holm. entitled * a Briet Medalli 
R iiftors 
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Hiftory of King Adolphus Frederic, 
andhis Queen”, by Baron Rofenhane, 
in which the infcriptions are given 
in the original language, and accum- 

nied with a tranilation. — At 
Stockholm, lik«ewife, the fcience of 
geography and navigation has been 
benefitted by the publication of a 
and ufeful “ Chart of Aland 
with Part of the Shoals on the Coa''s 
of Sweden and Finland, and the 
Pofts between the two Countries,” 
tuken irom geometrical and trigono- 
metrice! menfurations and aftrono- 
mical obfervatians, under the infpec- 
tion of E. Von Wetterftedt. To 
the navigators on thofe dangerous 
coafts, this chart will be of eminent 
fervice.---But the attention of the 
Swedifh nation has not been con- 
fined to the higher, and more im- 
sortant brenches of  Jiterature. 

hev have been aétive in blending 
amufément with-inftruction. And 
no fubject of anufement have they 
cultivated with greater fuccefs, than 
that of the drama. In this line of 
writing the king has produced 
feveral pieces, though his name has 
been concealed, which have been 


corre. t 


received with great applaufe ; and 


which merited fuch a reception, if 
the accounts which we have met 
with are true, that they breathe 
the pureft moralitv, and inculcate, 
in the moft forcible manner, the 
duties of the man and the citizen. 
The fubjects of them are principally 
taken trom the Swedifh hiftore 
M. Adlerberth, count Gyllenbor iy 
M. Rofenheim, and M. Leopold, 
have alfo written dramatic pieces, 
which have been performed with 
much approbation. 

In Danith literature, the firf 
work which engages our attention is 
« Philofophical Ideas on the Know- 
ledge of our Nature, andthe Reatons 
we have to be fatisfied with it, by 
Tyge othe, in two vols.” publifled 
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at Copenhagen. This is a very 
valuable and intere‘ting performance, 
the refult of much reflection, and 
philofophical enquiry. The defen 
of the author is, to excite in the 
minds of his readers juft and ade- 
quate ideas of human nature, and 
of the deftination of man: fuch as 
are honourable to God, and con- 
fiftent with fcripture, reafon and 
true philofophy. ‘The pofition with 
which he fets out is the following : 
that man is deitined to happinefs, 
and that he is carried towards it by 
an irefiftible and unceating will, 
This potition is illuftrated and con- 
firmed in a number of effayson the na- 
ture of man, our re‘ation to God. our 
ardent defire of exiftence,our deftina- 
tion to perfection, the ftate of man 
compared with that of otheranimals, 
his condition in an uncultivated ftate, 
&e. &c. which are connected with 
each other, and form achain of acute 
and ingenious reafoning. The firft 
vol. of this work has been tranflated 
into the German language. At 
Copenhagen has alfo been publifhed 
a treatife entitled «* Nyfa, or an 
Hiftorical Philofophical Eifav on 
Gen. II. Ill. from an unpublifhed 
Danifh Original.’ This work 4s 
the production of profeflor Gamborg, 
who, diflatisfied with the biblical ac- 
count of the Fall of Man, and the 
Doétrine of Original Sin grafted on 
it, which he conceived to be un- 
worthy. of God, and no 
Chriftian doétrine, was at 2 lois how 
to explain the fecond and third 
ch ipters of Genefis, till he met with 
the paflage of Warburton’s Divine 
Lecation, where the account of 
Ouris and Nyfa by Diodorus Siculus 
is mentioned. This account, and the 
reafonings in fupport of Hezel’s hy 

pothefis that the firft eleven chap 

of Genefis were taken from Egyptian 
hicroglyphics, together with the {tvie 
of the fecond chapters, 
convinced 
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convinced him that thefe chapters at 
leaft had fuch an origin, and that 
the writer was miftakea in his ex- 
planation of the hieroglyphics. The 
profeflor’s object therefore is, to trace 
out the hiereglyphic which the 
writer had before him, fiom the 
explanation which he has given of 
it. This hieroglyphic he imagines 
that he has found in Norden’s 
‘Travels ;, and proceeds to give his 
own explanation of it, by a reterence 
to the hiftory. of Ofirts, Ifis, and 
Horus, whoie three figures are 
erroneoufly cailed by the ancient 
interpreter, Jehovah, Adam, and 
Eve. By the difciples of the War- 
burtonian {clrool this etlay will be 
deemed of fingular importance — 
The “ Memoirs of the Royal Ice- 
Jandic Society of Sciences, vol. X,” 
publifhed at Copenhagen, betide a 
number of ufeful eflays on fubjects 
of political a@conomy, and mitcel- 
laneous differtations by different 
members, contain various tranila- 
tions from the works of learned 
foreigners. Among others, fome 
of the worksof Bergmann, Bufching, 
and our countryman Mr. Pope, 
are given in Danith verfions.—At 
the fare place has been publifhed 
«a General Effay on Natural 
Hiftory, by Efaias Fleifcher, vols. I. 
and J1.’? This is rather a compila- 
tion than an original work. It js, 
neverthelefs executed with judgment; 
and the materials have been labo- 
rioufly feleéted trom writers of etta- 
blithed reputation, The firit volume 
contains a general hiftory of the 
earth; the fecond, of the air, and 
the phenomena connected: with it ; 
the third, of water, with an eflay on 
the claflification of natural produc- 
tions. — * The Commercial Magazine 
af Finmark, &c. by Charles Pontop- 
pidan, Counfellor of State, &c.” 


publifhed at Copenhagen, is a well. 


Written and interefting production s 


and the object of it of confiderable 
national importance to the Danes. 
Finmark is a country rich in the 
various materials for extenfive com- 
merece ; although, in conlequence of 
tne ellablihment of inyudicious 
monopolies, the advantages derived 
from it to the public have hitherto 
been very incoffiderable. The 
wildom of the prete nt government 
has thought proper to abolith thete 
evils, by an edict publithed on the 
17th of July, 1°80, to opena free 
trade between that country and every 
part of the Danith dominions in 
Kurope, and to invite new fettlers, 
by privileges and encouragements 
that do honour to the good policy 
and liberality of the perfons who 
framed them. It is the defign of M. 
ontoppidan in this work, to promote 
the with of government, and to hold 
out to ttrangers the great advantages 
of fettling in that country, in its 
prefent fituation, As M. Pontoppi- 
dan was bred a merchant in the 
trade to Iceland, and was for fome 
time at the head of the affairs that 
concern that Ufland and Finmark, 
he mutt have been peculiarly quali- 
fied for engaging ina work like that 
before us. - The “ Remarks in a 
Tour through Sicily, in the Years 
1785-6, by Frederick Munter, in 
two vols.’”’ publifhed at Copenhagen, 
is an interefting and entertaining 
work, which, befide a defcription of 
the country, its inhabitants, and 
antiquities, contains a number of 
obfervations on the political tate of 
the ifland, valuable literary remarks, 
andcriticif{ms on preceding travelles S 
which merit attention. On D'Orille, 
Riedefel, and »winburne, he pailes 
deferved encomiuins : to the Letters 
of count Borch, and Brydone’s Tour, 
he is by no means favourable —In 
Denmark, likewife, geography, as 
well as other fciences, is in a ftate 
of progreflive improvement. Under 
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the patronage of Sivernenart, and 
the Free ion of the Koy al Academy 
of Sciences, there have been publ fli d 
at Copenhagen, maps an d charts of 
different pores of the Dani if, domi- 
nions, taken from actual furveys, and 
rectited by  trigonometri < and 
aftronomical obfervations ; which 
are executed upon a large fcale, and 
with uncommon attention an ie 
curacy. It would redound to the 
honour of every kingdom in Europe, 
in this refpect, to follow 
the example which Denmark hath 
fet them. 
ln turning our attention to the 
Vrerature of the United Provinces, 
the firft publications which call tor 
Out notice are of a theologic: ; Na- 
ture.—At Amfterdam M. Johannes 
Van Evk, minifter at Muiden, has 
publithed a fenfible and ingenious 
work, entitled “ Leijure Llours em- 
p ryed in ufeful Re fiections, Parts I, 
and J.” This work is compofed 
ob a ety of di 
po a and critical fuljects, 
chietly from the Old Tettament, 
which difp! irning and ac- 
curacy of inveftigation, and liberal 
fentiments, and tend to throw confi- 
light on fome of the obfcure 
phraleology of the facred writings. 
Ve may fometimes think that the 
author is too mu h attac hed to hy po- 
thefis, or warped by a bias in fa- 
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nions. But notwithiftandineg this re- 
uch more to be coin- 
than obiected to, in his 
ufeful reflections. — At Amiterdam 
there has likewife appeared a work 
entitled « Zena; an Eflay 
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delity and Morals.” ‘The object of 


this work ts to thew, that infidelity, 
with 1 {pect to a future ftate of re- 
tr if On, ls Ho leis delty ur tive ot 
natu | 


, than of reveaied religion ; 
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and, confequently, highly detrimen. 
tal to the happinefs of individuals 
and of foctety. The fubje& which 
the author has chofen is, 
edly, of great importance ; and he 
has treated it like aman cf rea 
and reflection. We cannot fay, 
oo that his manner is fyth- 
ently popular and familiar for ¢e. 
neral utility cle our hil tory at Fo. 
reign Literature for the year ITB, 
we announce . the publication of a 
volume of * Sermons on fevera] 
hse of Scripture, by the late Re- 
rend C} rarles C haife, Paftor of the 
; rench Church at the Hague.” Of 
thofe fermons we fpoke in warm 
of commendation, as excellent 
models tor pulpit compofition. The 
reception which they met with from 
the public, has encouraged the 
friends of the author to putlith a fe- 
cond volume, during the om 
year, which is entitled to fim 
praife, will prove an ace 
prefent to the lovers of 
rational and manly piety. — At 
Amiterdam has been publifhed 
‘* an Explanatory Dictionary of the 
New Teftament, by G. Heffelink, 
M. A. Profeflor of Divinity and Phi. 
lotophy in the Society of Baptitt a 
in that city, vol. I. This work, 
which is an improvement on one 
the lame kind, publifhed fome ve 
ago, tn German, by M. Teller, 1S 
execut aby in a manner that entitles 
it to very warm approbation. The 
words are arranged according to 
their alphab etical order in the Dutch 
language ;_ the original Greek of 
each is added, its general fignifica- 
tion explained, the feveral fenfes ir 
which it is ufed by the facred 
writers carefully diftinguifhed, and 
the paflages mentioned in which 
it occurs. In h‘; obfervations the 
author endeavours to avoid all dif- 
ufiion which has a_ reference to 
centroverted points of theology 3 
and 
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and where hjs own opinion differs 
from that of othr commentators, 
he delivers it with great modefty 
end candour. We fhould with to 
{ee a work conducted on a fimilar 
Jan in the Englith language.— At 
Fras ‘rlem,Tey ler'sT heological focie- 
ty have publithed their Xth. volume 
of * Prize Differtations relative to 
natural and revealed Religion.” 
The queftion which gave rife to this 
publication was, * are there fatisfac 
tory proofs of the immateriality of 
the foul of man ? If fuch exift, what 
conclufions are to be drawn from 
them, with refpeé& to the foul’s 
duration, fenfation, and employment 
in the itate of feparation from the 
body ?” On fuch an intricate and 
obfcure fubjeét, it is not poffible for 
us, in our abridged account, to lay 
before our readers a general view 
of the arguments adduced by the 
feveral fuccefsful candidates ; nor do 
we think it neceflary, as no great 
addition of light feems to be thrown 
on points about which the ableft 
metaphyficians ftill continue tod’ fler. 
We fhall, theref ore, content with 
ourfelves with mentioning the names 
of the different authors of thefe 
differtations, and the fide of the 
gueftion which they have embraced. 
The firft differtation, to which the 
gold medal was adjudged, was 
written by. the Rev. M. Allard 
Hulthoff, A. L. M_ and phil. 
doétor, minifter of the Anabaptitt 
church in Amfterdam. This gen- 
tleman, who is evidently a difciple 
of Dr. Reid’s fchool, endeavours to 
prove that the foul is not material, 
end that it cannot be af ribed toany 
power or energy fituated in matter. 
The fecond diflertation is by M. J. 
Rochuflen fecretary in the lit bertics 
of Etten, &c. who isalfo an advocate 
for the immaterial ity of the foul, 
sud received the firft Glver medal. 


The third differtation is tranflated 
from the Enelifh of an anonymous 
author, and takes u p the fame fide of 
the guettion, The fow: th differta- 
tion was written by the rev. M. 
Hendrick Van Voorft, minifter of 
2 congregation of Anabaptitts at 
OCoftzaa ndam, who obtained the 
filver medal on a former occafion. 
This peepee an adopts the contrary 
fide of the queftion, and endeavours 
to fhew that no fatisfi ory proofs 
can be alledged in favour of the 
immateriality of the foul. Without 
attempting to decide which of thefe 
combatants is in the right, there is 
one obfervation of the laft mentioned 
gentleman to which we have no 
difficulty in fubfcril ine ; that if the 
natural immateriality of the foul 
were a dottrine of fuch moment, as 
his Opponents contend, it would 
have been made level to the meanett 
capacity, inftead of eluding the en- 
guiries of the gre: ateft. ‘Ihe fecond 
part of the queftion propo! fed by the 
fociety, relating to an intermediate 
ftate, has drawn fiom the different 
candidates various conjectures; and 
we can only expett cor ijectures on 
fuch a fubje&, from. the limited 
powers of the human faculty.—At 
Utre: ht, Dr. Brown, profetior, of 
eclefiaftical hiftory and moral philo- 
fophy, and minifter of the E nglifh 
church, in that city, has publithed 
two diflertations, which are equally 
honourable to his character as a 
{cholar, a philofopher, and a chrif- 
tian. ‘The firft, whi ° was pro- 
nounced when he ente ed on his 
see orihii ps treats of the acvant Ave 
vhich refult fromt he union of philo- 
fop) hy with religion, The fecond 
was delivered on his resigning the 
rect bortatp nf i UNIVE rfitv. Thele 
are 0% th excel] ent difcouries, abound- 
ing in manly, : ind li ae {entiments, 
judicious az nd firiki Np refedtions lay and 
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animated and eloquent expreflions. 
They are written in Latin, which 
js both claffical and elegant 
At Utrecht, M. Ockherfe, has 
publithed a fecond volume of his 
curious and philofophical work, en- 
titled “ an flay towards the gene- 
ral Knowledge ‘of Charaéters,” of 
which the firit volume was noticed 
by us in our Regifter for the year 
1°88. This fecond volume is, if 
offible, more interefting than the 
ay and treated in a more 
mafterly manner. The author, 
however, finding his materials tn- 
creafe on his hands, is obliged 
confine himfelf in it to the pre-re- 
uifites for the analyfis of national 
charaéter. The inquiries which he 
inveftigates at prefent are the fol- 
lowing : what are we to underftand 
by national char: i€ter ? what are its 
conttituent principles how, and by 
what means, can we render ourfelves 
qualified to know and app reciate a 
national charaétcr ? What yet re- 
mains of this fubject, before we can 
form an accurate i dgin ent of the 
author's fyftem, is copio us and im- 
portant. His obfer however, 
and bis method, are to fenfible and 
tudictous, that much es we wifh to 
fee his work completed, we fhould 
be forry to fee him treat what is vet 
behind with an wmuproper brevity.—- 
At Levden have been publithed to 
differtations in aniwer tothe a 
propofed by the di 
Stotman fund: are there 1 
i} obligation to which 
Th pro ed with C ucdimutihn 
the mimortality of the fouls The 
to whom the 
adjudged was M. Le 
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Frederic Hauff, of Ludwigfburg, in 
owabia, which is an elegant and 
philofophical compofition, written 
in the torm of a Latin dialogue, tn 
imitation of the ftyle and manner of 
Cicero. The third d flertat on, 
which has great merit, is in Dutch 
by M. Alexander Benjamin Fardon. 
The fourth, which is in Latin, is by 
the Rev. Lewis George Bekenn, 0} 

Varel, in the duchy of O| denburg. 
The three firft diflertations pnlesr 
the queftion in the negative: th 
laft is lefs direét and fati: factory.— 
The “ Oration on the Affertion ot 
Cicero, that Law is founded not 
in mere Opinion, but in meee br 
Henry Conftantine Crafs, J. D. 
Profeiior of Civil Law ; HE ht 
in the Academical School of Amfter- 
dam, &c.’’ isan elegant and judicious 
difcourfe, which difcovers the learned 
p! ofeffor to be potiefied of a libera! 
and philofophical {pirit, as well as ot 
claflical erudition and tafte. Wot! 
out depreciating the civil law he 
proves, by unanfwerable e arguments, 
that all Its excellence muft aenere 
on its being being built on natura 
law. 

At Amfterdam, M. Henry Van 
Swinden, profeiior of philofophy, 
mn thematics, and aftronomy, in the 
academical {chool in that city, has 
publifhed “ ikJements of Geonictry ; 

work, which from its plan and 
contents feems admirably calculated 

promote an extenfive knowledge 
ot that fcience. The author's 
thod of demonftration is ftrictly 
yitherical, amd remarkably fimple 
and elegant. His theorems are ar- 
ranged in a clear and diftinét order, 


and form a well connected feries of 


mathenatical truths, more numerous 
than are generally ‘Scuaed ja Ww orks 
of this kind. Alter each propoti 
tion there are references to a 
‘nts f k 1, d to the 
ciements oO uclic an 0 
different introduétions to geometry 
peaere* | 
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from which the author has borrowed 
any improvements: and to the 
whole are added explanatory and 
critical obfervations, and a feleion 
of what ts moft valuable in the 


_ various commentators of Euclid.— 


The XXV Ith. volume of “ Memoirs 
ublifhed by the Philofophical 
Society at Haarlem,” is principally 
taken up by a prize differtation 
“ Concerning the Velocity of Run- 
ning Water, and the means of Afcer- 
taining if at any given Depth, by M. 
Chriftian Brunings, Infpector Gene- 
ral of the Rivers of Holland and 
Weft Vriefland.” This is a judi- 
cious, and well written article, and 
contains many obfervations that 
will be of confiderable ufe, in a 
country which owes its exiftence and 
prefervation to the unremitted exer- 
tions of art. The next article in 
this volume is a memoir on the 
flowers of the nutmeg tree, by Dr. 
Houtluyn, a phyfician in Amfter- 
dam. The chit article is a prize 
differtation, written by S. J. Van 
Geuns, containing an account of 
thofe vegetable productions of the 
united provinces, the culture of 
which is worthy of peculiarattention, 
from their utilitv as articles of rural 
cconomy, or for the fake of their 
medicinal properties; or on account 
of their affording materials for arts 
and manufaétures. The Jaft memoir 
is an account of a new hyetometer, 
by M. Chriftan Brunings.— The 
XXVIIth. volume of the fame work, 
Pt. I. is chiefly devoted to met phy ti- 
cal difquifition. It confifts of two 
differtations, to each of which the 
gold medal was adjudged, which 


enter into a critical examination ol 


an argument for the exiftence of the 
Deity, advanced fome years ago by 
MI. Mofes Mendellfoon, a learned 
few of Berlin: The authors of theie 
differtations are, Gerrit VYancer 


Voort, Fifa. advocate in the fupreme 
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court of Holland, and the rev. A 
Hulfhoff, minifter of the baptifts in 
Amfterdam. ‘The other article re- 
lates a particular cafe and operation 
in furgery, in which it was neceflary 
to amputate the arm at the fhoulder 
joint.---The IXth volume of the 
“ TranfaGtions of the Batavian So- 
ciety at Rotterdam,” contains an ac- 
count of the late M. Stephen 
Hoogendyk, the founder and gener: 
ous benetactor of the fociety, and 
three prize differtations. The firft 
of thefe is by Dr. L. Bikker, in an- 
fwer to the following queftion + does 
the draining of a morafs expofe the 
inhabitants to any peculiar epidemi- 
cal difeafes ; or does it only aggravate 
the common autumnal fever ? If the 
latter be true, what are the caufes of 
this aggravation? and what are the 
beft means ‘ of preventing thefe 
difeafes, and of preferving individuals 
from them? The fecond diflerta- 
tion by M. Cornelis Zilliffer, is con- 
cerning the beft methods of limiting 
inundations with refpect to great 
rivers, fo as to prevent their being 
prejudicial, and, if poffible.to ren- 
der them advantageous to the neigh- 
bouring grounds. ‘The laft prize 
diflertation is by Dr. Gadfo Coop- 
mans, profeffor of medicine at 
Franeker, on the queftion, what 
are the canfes of the apparent foul- 
nefs on the tongue? what are its 
varieties ? how far may we rely on 
it as a prognoftic ? and what indie: 
tions does it fuggeft with refpect to 
the treatment of difeafes? Thefe 
differtations are followed by me- 
moirs on fubie&s in chemiftry, 
medicine, and natural hiftory.—The 
“ Defcription of an Eleétrics] Ma- 
chine, &c. by J. R. Deiman, M. D. 
and A. Paets Van Trooftwick,” pub- 
lifhed at Amfterdam, is chiefly 
valuable for the account which :t 
gives of numerous important ex- 
periments made by thole ge tle. 
R 4 mnie, 
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men, for the parti ulars 
we muft reler to their Treat fe.— 
At Haarlem, there has been pub- 
lithed a © Prize Differtaticn con- 
cerning the Age of our Giobe, and 
the general Kevolutions which its 
Surface has undergone; in anfwer to 
a Queftion propofed by Teyler’s 
Philofophical Society, by Franois 
Xaviur Bertin, Ccounfellor to_ the 
Government of the Netherlands, 
and Member of feveral Vhilofophi- 
cal and Medical Soricties.” This 
author does not appear to have 
pofletfed the know ledge neceffary to 
have qualified h m ior fuch a dif- 
curffion, _ His ob rvation are crude, 
hypot! al, a whimfical Wha 


app ‘ars ration | In hus thie Oo! y; is 
* ~ 


of which 


rrowed rom M. de tou : a 


he differs from hu le he iS involved 
tn inextricable c nfufion. We are 
furprized that the fain ton : ind appro- 
bation of a refpectable phil fophical 
foc lets fhouldhave been given to fuch 
a pre duction. Befide the above dif- 
fertation this volume contains a ce- 
{cription, by Dr. 
the jaws of a very large animal, 
vround at St. Peter's 
Pill, near Maeftricht. 

At Leycen have been pul lifhed 
Letters concerning Italy, princi- 
pally relative to Medicine, and na- 
tural Hiitory, &c. by W. X. Janfen 
Philand M.D.” This 


( etters 15 nut 


’ o | 
aug out of ine 


' 
colleétion 
confined to the ob- 


. : = 
ects mentioned in the title, but ts 


ss 


employed, likewie, iu giving de- 
j riptions of beauti{ul rural fcen« S, 
und the manners and « sic ot the 
inhabitants of different places in his 
route. They alio.contain much en- 
te rtaining and ufeful information 
concerning many fi ibjects, which 
have been but fu iperficially noticed, 
by the numerous travellers who have 
hurried through Jraly.— At Dordt 
has been publifhed “eA Voyage 
to Guinea, and to the Caribbce 
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Van Marum, of 





Iflands, by ?. E. Ifert M.D. phy. 
fician general tothe Dinifh Settle 


ments in Africa; trantk nee from 
the German.”—This work co: "ls 
much inftruétive and enterto nfo 


information, concerning the dit 
ent fcenes which the 


C- 


author vitited 


‘> 
efpecially on Bre coalt of Africa. 
Many part rs which Re relates 


] 


refpecti ng * inhabitants, and the 
connections with the E uropeans, are 
uncommonly interefting, and prove 
the author to be not only a man of ac 
curate and philofophic al obfe rvation, 
but of an humane and benevolent 
heart.—At Leyden, profeilor Ad- 

n Kai has publifhed ‘ A Chro 
fs cal Index of Treaties of Peace, 
Defenc e, Navigation, Commerce, 
Affiftance, Boundaries, &c entered 
into by the RK epul lic of the Unitea 
Netherlands, with Nations in and 
out of Europe; alfo of the Capitu- 
lations, Covenants, commercial l’ri- 
\ Ueges, Laws, and Editts of its 
Princes &c.” which appears to be 
executed with great care and accu- 
racy, and reaches to the year 17 


SQ. 


5 


‘I his work the proteflor calls only the 
prodromus to the “ Firit Lines of 
the Huftory of the ‘Treaties of the 
united Netherlands,” of which he 
has publifhed the firft part orly. 
The utility of fuch a work is tui 


ciently obvious: and from the great 
learning an d indir; of PERE 
Kluit, very high expect iOS May 


be entertained of the manner iu 
which it will be executed 

In German literature, the firft w 
which prefents itfelf to our notice i? 
‘«“ A Commentary on that ancient 
Document which ts extant in the 
Second Chapter of Genefis, by I. 1. 
Heinricht,” publithed at Gottingen. 
M. Heinricht is of opinion, that 
this chapter, on account of its du- 


7 


tering confiderably in ity] le from the 
firft, was written at a much latter 


period ; 


poflibly about the time of 
Mote: 








rary goth, 
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Moles. Inflead of confidering it to 
be the. pro oaudctio h of Mofes. &e. 
he is father led te conchaicde, 
that it was written in learned and 
cultivated Egypt ; and that it is not 
imsprobab! e but that it formed part 
of a philofophical a on the 
creation. \A hat ver be our idea 
with refpect to this author's hypo- 
thefis, it mutt be acknowledged that 
he {\ipports it with confiderable in- 
genuity and acutenefs.—At Halle has 
been publithed “ Job, the l’roverbs 
af Solomon, Eccletiattes, al Solo- 
mon’s Song, tranilated into Latin, 
from a Kevifion of the Hebrew 
Text, and the ancient Vertions, 
and elucidated by philological and 
critical Notes, by |. Aug. Dathio.” 
On this work the author has beitow- 
ed much attention and care; and he 
has had the reward of feeing it 
favourably received by the public. 
His felections trom the Commenta- 
s of precediage and contempora- 
ry writers, have been miade with 
judgment and {kill; and his own 
notes and remarks thew that;he ts no 
inconliderable proficient in Biblical 
criticifm.—At Nuremberg,  pro- 
feffor G. L. Bauer has publifhed 
Continuation of “« jf. C. Fr. 
Schulz’s Scholia on the Old Tefta- 
ment ;” which, befide the expolitions 
and re marks of the mx it nelebrated 
and learned commentators, is iluf- 
trated by a number of the editor's 
ova illuitrations and criticifims, that 
do credit to his extenive reac ding, 
and diligent enqu ry.—At Gotia 
have been publ lifted ** Philologico- 
Critical Diflestations, by Chrittian 
' 


rederic Schnurrer, protcilor at 
“iubingen,” Tn efe diilertations are 
employed in ilu trating partic lar 
p {]; re oO} jeripi ies andarfre po ykeu 


wn 


1g 
of by the foreign journals, 
polleiling very confiderable merit. 
—At Jena, a le: ned and valuable 
work has begun to make its appear- 
ance under the title of a * New Re- 
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pofitory for Biblical: and Oriental 
Literature; publifhed by H. Eberh, 
Gottl. Paulus, profeifar of Philofo- 
pirs and vic ital La wuages.”” j hw 
is intended as a continuation of 
hickhora’s Repertorium ; and pros 
miles not to be tuferior te that cele. 

brated work. ‘Lhe principal con- 
tributors to this volume are, M. 
Bruns, M. Schnurrer, Conrad, 
Gottlieb, Anton, and the editor. 
— At Gietien, profettor Wilham 
Frederic Hezel has besun a learned 
and curious periodical work under 
the title of * Orion; or, a Biblical 
and Religious journal;’’ which, 
from the tpecimens which we have 
feen, is like I to contribute to the 
extention of rational criticifm, and 
liberal enquiry. At Leiplic, M. 
Goitlieb Leberecht Spl 1on has re- 
publifhed « Dr. Woide's Preface to 
his fac fimile Copy of the Alexan- 
drian Ms. with all his various 
Readings ;” to which he has added 
notes, and an appendix, explaining 
with freedom, yet with modefty, 
his reafons for diffcrmg oecafionaliy 
from the learned editor, and urging 
objections againit the ar antiquity of 
thar MS. This pub ‘hieation will 
be acceptable to thofe who may not 
admit the torce of the author's objec- 
tians, as the doctor's work as become 
ing fcarce and evpenfives—At Got- 
tingen, Ni. Alichaehs has publithed 
a German Tranilation of * The 
New Teitament, in two vols.” In 
the preface to this work, M. Mi- 
clraciis notices the excellencies and 
defects of the Lutheran vertion, 
which he has compared with that of 
Fifcher, publifhed at Prague; and 
acknowledges that where he has 
tound any happier mode t exprethon 
in either of them, than was fug- 
yefted to himfelf, he has witho.t 
icruple adopted it. His object has 
ib en, to give as clofe and literal a 
veruon as potiste » CON fiftently Wl h 
the idiom of the German lan, UACe, 


And 
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And notwithftand!ng that from an 


indifpofition which he felt to vive his 
ewn fenfe to various difputable 
many obfcurities may re- 

main in his tranflation, yet, on the 
whole, it is much preferable to the 
former ones. In feveral inftances 
he has caught the fenfe of the origi. 
nal with peculiar felicity; and per- 
formed an ble fervice to the 
caufe of biblical literature. —At the 
fame place the abovementioned 
author has publifhed “ Remarks 
for the unlearned on his Tranflation 
of the New Teftament, vol. I.” 
Thefe remarks are exceedingly valu- 
able, from the extenfive critical and 
hiftorical knowledge which the 
author poffeffes, the fertility of his 
imagination, and his free and libe- 
ral turn of thinking, by means of 
which he has thrown confiderable 
light on the facred writings, and 
rendered his work interefting and 
pleafing, as well as inftruétive and 
ical. We do not acdimit all his 
interpretations; for fometimes they 
are built on theological notions, and 
on hypothefes, which, we think, 
have no foundation in Scripture.— 
At Augfburgh has appeared “ A 
Defence of Natura) and Revealed 
Religion, Chriftianity, and Catho- 
licifm, adapted to the prefent time, 
by B. Mayr, Benedictine, in three 
vols’? The frftand fecond volumes 
of this work contain nothing new ; 
but may be recominended as exhibit- 
ing a good felection of the beft argu- 
ments in defence of natura! and re- 
vealed religion. The third volume 
contains an attempt to defend the 
catholic church, by fhewing the 
neceflity of a living infallible judge 
in matters of faith, the exift- 
ence of fuch a judge, and the in- 
fallibility of that judge proved trom 
reafon, and revelation. We appre- 
hend that in the prefent age of 
bold and independent enquiry, the 
good jather’s arguments will not 
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make many profelytes to his faith. 
In an Appendix, he endeavours 
to point out the poffibility of a union 
between the catholic church, and the 
evangelical Lutheran. His motives 
for publifhing this work appear to 
have been commendable and pious ; 
and his method of explaining the 
diftinguifhing doétrines of hischurch, 
more liberal than we fhould have 
expected from a cloifter. We can. 
not, however, difcern any thing in 
the figns of the times, that will 
warrant the author in hoping for 
much fuccefs from this part of his 
labours.—At Hamburgh hath been 
publifhed a treatife entitled “ On 
the Wife Men and their Star, 
written in defence of Matthew, as 2 
Criticifm on his Commentators, and 
to tranquillife the Minds of thinking 
Readers of the Scriptures, by J. Otto 
Thiefs.” Though we have not re- 
ceived much fatisfaétion from this 
compilation; for a compilation it 
principally is, of the conjectures and 
hvpothefes of different commentators 
on this part of Matthew; yet from 
the marks ef ability which the author 
difcovers, when he exercifes hts 
own judgment, we are led to 
form favourable expeations o! his 
future labours, which, he in- 
forms us, he intends to devote to a 
great work on the whole of the New 
‘Teftament.—At Leipfic, M. Chrif- 
tian Gotthilf Salzmann has publifhed 
a treatife “ On the Redemption of 
Man from Miferv by Jefus Chrift, 
in two books.” This work is in- 
tended as a companion to the Carlf- 
berg of our author, in which he had. 
been accufed of having written too 
much of human mifery; and is 
meant to fhew, how chriftianity, it 
rightly underftood, and properly 
cuitivated, will give man internal 
worth, ftrengthen his faculties, ren- 
der him lefs dependent on external 
circumftances, enable him better to 
bearmistortune, and either wholly 
remove 
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remove, or greatly relieve the mife- 
ries of life. Its objeé ts commend- 
able; and while the author leaves 
us no room for fufpecting his ortho- 
doxy, he inculeates fuch fentiments 
and views of things, as are practi- 
cal and ufeful—At Vienna, Dr. 
Jofeph Lauber, a catholic divine, 
1as_ ~publifhed the fifth and lait 
volume of “ A fhort Introduction 
to Chriftian Morality, or Moral 
Theology,” which isa rational, ufe- 
ful, an ‘liber al work.—At Jena, 
Dr. J. W. Schmidt has publifhed a 
treatife on “ The Spirit of the Moral 
Doétrines of Jefus and his Apoftles ;” 
which is principally intended to fhew 
the agreement of Kant’s moral 
fyitem with the Chriftian. Inde- 
pendently of fome peculiarities in 
this work, to which we may object, 
it conveys many juft remarks on 
faith, virtue, the connexion of virtue 
with happinefs and faith, the king- 
dom ot God and Chrift, and the 
chriftian motives to righteoutfnets, 
which deferve to be recommended 
to public notice.—At the fame place 
M. Gaab has publifhed «+ Hittorical 
Kfiays on the Do¢trines of the an- 


cient Greek Church, to the time of 


Clemens Alexandrinus,” which are 
evidently the productionsof a fcholar, 
whe is well acquainted with the tub- 
jeét on which he writes.—At VW ip- 
terthur, a treatife has been pub- 
lifhed ca led * Two Teachers of the 

People, a Dialogue, copied by Jonz- 
than Aiahei.” ‘This work is drawn 
up inthe form of a di alngue between 
a teacher of the elect, the cluldren 
of God, and a teacher of the 
eighteenth century. Among many 
cool and fenfible remaiks that oc- 

curs in it, we meet with many things 
which we cannot diftinguith from 
the ebullidons ot enthufialin and ex- 
iravagance. From internal evi- 
dence it appear: to be the produc- 
tion of the celebrated Lavater,—At 

o 





Leipfic have been publifhed the fixth 
and feventh volumes of “ Zollikofer’s 
Pofthumous Sermons,” which com- 
plere the collection of that excellénr 
preacher’s practical and ufeful dif- 
courtes.—M, Rofenmuller, whofe 
talents have obtained him a diftin- 
guifhed clafs among pulpit orators, 
has publifhed, at the fare place the 
fourth volume of his © Sermons on 
the Gofpel, appoi ipted for all the 
Sundaysand Holydays in the Year.— 
And at Zullichan, and Neutftadt, 
there hath appeared * A complete 
ColleGiion of Difourfes on all the 
Epiftles, for Sundays and Holidays 
throughout the year, for Chriftians, 
by the late M. f. Gottlieb Heim,’ 
whofe ftyle of preaching was «ad- 
mirably adapted to the lower claffes 
of people, and who, though dead, 
{peaks powerfully to the heart in this 
pofthumous work. 

Among the publications in fpecw- 
lative and moral philofophy which 
have appeared in Germany during 
the year 1790, we find a work 
publifhed at Gottingen, under the 
title of the “ Philofophicat Bib. 
liotheca, by J. G. A. "Feder, and 
Ch. Meiner,” volumes I. and I. 
This work, it the hands of fuch 

able conductors, promifes to be in- 
refting and valuable. It is intended 
to coufitt of philofuphical effays; ¢x- 
tradts from foreign works of ndie, 
with remarks ; the fame from Ger- 
man works ; flor eccounts of books, 
and relations of hterary, of other 
events connected with philofophy 
At Berlin, My 1. Fred Zoliner ha. 
publithed 2 tretitile * on Specula 
tive Philofophy ; now frit printed 
feparately trom the Weekly Dii- 
tourfes on the Earth and its Inha- 
bitants,” for beginners in philofo- 
ply, and lovers of that icience ; 
which is atudicious and ufeful work, 

aud well adapred to thofe for w han: 
it isintended. At Halle, M. Cheater. 
(sortl. 
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Gortf. Baidili has difpayled much 
learning, hiftorical knowledge, and 
penetration, ia a {peculative work 
entitled “ Dates of the principal 
Philofophical Ideas, with the necef- 
fary Documents; Part I. containing 
the Acras of the Ideas of Spirit, Ge d. 
ond the Human Soul; with the Syf. 
temsand Authenticity of the two Py- 
thagoreans, Ocellus, and Timeus.”’ 
—At Leipfic M. Kioderwater has 


publifhed a fenfible and philofophical 


defence of the tu ipreme wifdom of 
the deity, and the equity and good- 
nefs of Providence in permitting the 
cxiltence of evil, in a treatife entitled 
**Sceptical Dialogues on the Advan- 
tages of the Sufferings and Adverfi- 
ties of this Life.”’—At the fame place 
have been publifhed * Thoughts on 
the Philofophy of Natural Religion, 
by Ch. W. Heydenreick.” ‘This is 
the firftvoluime of a plan which is de- 
figned to comprehend a full and 
complete fyftem of natural religion ; 
ind from the manner in which it is 
excuted, the defire of the public has 
heen ftrongly excited to ‘ee the com- 
pleiion of the authors labours. This 
volume is chiefly employed on the 
prineiples of tr uth in general, parti- 
cular ly ot fubjective: truth, and more 
efpecially on moratcredibility.— At 
Zullichau, profeflor Jacob has pub 
hihed, with fome alterations, a Ger- 
man tranflation of his l iflerta- 
tion onthe Immortality of the Soul, 
as deduced from the Notion of Du- 
ty,” which, as we have feen in our 
view of the literature of the United 
Provinces, obtained the ¢ trom 
the direCors of the Stolpian fund. 
And et Srutgard, M. D. F. 
has repubiifhed his Latin Diflerta- 
tion cn the fame fubject, which was 
delivered into the fame fociery. At 
grunfwic, M. J. Fred. Haieler has 
publifhea « An L.ilay on the im 
mortality of Sol,” which is 


earoeltuels and 


* priz 


the 


written with that 
> 
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animation that render it a very 
p pular performance, and at the 
fame time with that judgment - 
good fenfe that muft recommend | 
to the philofophical reader padetdn, 
M. C. Chriftian Erhard Schmidt has 
ublithed a “ Sketch of a Svftem of 
Moral Philofophy,” which contains 
an able illuftration of Kant’s princi 
ples of morality, and fhews, with 
great ingenuity, and a thorough 
knowle dge of his whole fyftem, how 
applica able they are to the nature, 
conditions, and relations of man. 
On the fubjects of political ceco- 
nomy, government, and law, we 
have met with a few publications 
which we fhall juft announce to our 
readers.—At Gottingen, Mr. Grell- 
man has publifhed a work entitled 
* the Political Oeconomy of Ger- 
many, Pt. 1.”’ intended to promote 
a general knowledge of the prefent 
{tate of Germany ; which bids fair 
to eftablifh the fame and reputs tion of 
the author. It is his defign, in fome 
future volumes, to treat more dif- 
tinctly of the conftitutions of the 
rincipal ftates.—At Berlin there 
baths appeared a German tranfla- 
tion of a work, publifhed originally 
in French, entitled “a Defence of 
theSyitem of politic al Oeconomvand 
Finance of Frederic Il. king ofP ruffia, 
in Refutation of all that has been 
advanced on that Subje¢t by Count 
de Mirabeau, and by de la Haye 
de Launay, Privy Councellor of 
Finance, and Adminiftrator Gener. l 
of the Revenue to his faid Majefty.’ 
This work, to a warm admiration of 
Frederic I]. unites a cool and dif- 
paflionate ftatement of facts; which, 
as it proceeds from the pen of one 
who for more than twenty years was 
intimately acquainted with the finan- 
cial fyfiem of that monarch, cannot 
fail of being interefting to the rea rd. 
er.---In addition to thefe treatifes, 
the focietw inftituted at Hamburg for 
promoting 
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promoting arts and ufeful trades, 
have publithed a number of fepirate 
pieces oh the fu! ye ‘ts of commer e 
and political ccor iomy, which are 
ufefu) and valuab!) 2. At Gottingen, 
Jikewife, the firft — of “a 
Magazine for Indu and the 
Man rgement of ne D og,” has been 
pub! ified by L. Ger. Wagemann, 
which contains a variety ‘of inte- 
reiting articles, fugeefted by a 
man of knowledge and experience, 
who has for a confiderable time de- 
voted his clofe atte ntion to the efta- 
blifiment and regul ation of patriotic 
inftitutions.—. At Berlin, and at 
Stettin, a work has appeared en, 
titled * Liberty and Property, con- 
fidered in Kight Dialogues on the 
Retolves of the National Affembly of 
France, by E. F. Klein.” /The 
rincipal objedt ‘of this auth: ! is to 
fay down the general principles of 
liberty and property ; which he bas 
done on a more liberal and enlarged 
plan than we fhould have expe ted 
from a fubjeét of a defpotic govern- 
ment. The French revolution he 
confiders as a rand leflon for 
kings; and hopes that they will 
Jearn from it, that a franding army 
avails nothing againft the rifing of a 
whole nation, and that the power of 
a fovereign ultimately depends on a 
conviction of the fuperi or wifdom, 
and good intentions of thofe to 
whom providence has entrufted the 
reins of government.---At Leipfic, 
profe ffor C. G. Biener has publithed 
a valuable work, on the {ubject of 
jurifprudence called“ Commen- 
taries on the Origin and Progrefs of 
the German Law, vol. 1.” in two 
parts, which end with the laws of the 
middle ages.— Andat the fame place, 
as well as at Prague, there has been 
publifhed “ A Dictionary of all the 
Royal Ediéts and Laws, relative to 
he ‘Church, at prefent in forcein 
the Auftrian Domiaions,” collected 


; 





by Otto Steinbachvon Kran'ck tein, 
Jate prelate of Saaz; which appears 
to be a complete and accurate work, 
and will be found ufeful not only to 
the ecclefiaftic, but to the hiftorian. 

Among fuch publications of Ger- 
many as areto be referred to. the 
head of philofophy and mathema- 
tics, the tirit which cal] for our no- 
tice are the Memoirs of Roval 
Academies, or public Societies. “Ja 
our lait year's Regitter, when‘an- 
nouncing he “ Me emoirs of the 
Roya! So ‘ety of Sciences at Gorttin- 
gen, for the Years i787, 1°88)" 
we {tated that they confifted entirely 
of papers of the phyfical cafs. But 
we have fincefound that we had only 
met with a part of thofe memoirs, 
and that they contain, alfo, papers 
in mathematics, hiftorv, and anti- 
quities. Tathe mathematical elafs 
the contributors ‘are, Ab. Gorth. 
Kiefiner, and M. G. Simon KIi- 
gel. Inhiftory, Profeffor Chr. G. 
Heyne appears as the author of two 
learned and ingenious Memoirs on 
the Spartan Republic and Laws; 
to which fucceed a Memoir on the 
Metempfvchofis of the Egyptians, by 
M. Gatterer : one on human Sacri- 
fices, by M. Chrift. Meiners; one 
on the Rife and Increafe of Cities 
in Germany, by M. Lud. Tim. 
Spittler ; and a Defcription of the 
Cufic Medals in the Library of the 
Societ og by M. Tychfen,.—At Ber- 
lin, the Vhyfical Society have pub- 
lifted the fourth om of the ninth 
volume of their “ Memoirs;” which 
contains a variety of papers in me- 
teorolozy, natural hiftory, and mi- 
neraloy sy, by M. Van Wangenhcim, 
Dr. P. . Ifert, Profeor Klaproth, 
M. Abilgaard, M. Karften, and M. 
Vegobre. The fame Society have 
publiflied the firft part of the fourth 
volume of their «* Obfervations’ and 
Difcoveries in Natural Philofophy.” 
The contributors to this ufeful work 


are, 
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are, M. Peliffon, M. H. Prikman, 
M. Kindheim, of Mofcaw, M. O. 
C. R. Silberfchlag, M. D. Wilide- 
now, M. Braun, M. Zeder, M. 
Habel, Fr. V. Paula Schrantz, and 
BM. Klaproth.—At Manheim hath 
been publifhed the fixth volume of 
«the Hiftory and Memoirs of the 
Fleétoval Academy of Sciences and 
Belles Lettres,” which contains a 
lagge collection of papers, written in 
Latin, French, and German, on 
mathematical, philofophical, bota- 
nical, meteorological, aconomic 
medical, and other fubjects, she 
numerous to be fpecified by us; 
which are followed by a copious in- 
dex to the fourth, fifth, and fixth 
valumes. —To the labours of indi- 
viduals the public are indebted for 
“the Aftronomical Ephemeris, for 
the Year 1792, witha Collection of 
the lateft Obfervations and Difco- 
veries in Aftronomy, by J. E. 
Bode,” publifired at Tierlin ; “ Ob- 
fesvations on the Spots and Faf- 
ciz, or luminous Parts’ of the 
Sun, with Remarks on the Ap- 
parent Surface of the Sun, its Ro- 
tation, and Light, by J. Jer. 
Schroeter,” publithed at Erfurt ; 
+¢ An bilay on fome luminous Spots 
obferved in the dark Part of the 
Moon,” by the fame, publ ifhed at 
Besjins * A fvitematic Manual ot 
Chemiftey. in general, tor the Uf 


of Lectures, by F. A.C. Gren, M, 
D, and Profefior of Chemitiry, part 
Lh,” publithed at Halle; * A 


ahyfieal Dictionary, or an Att tempt 
to explain the principal Notions and 
technical ‘Terms of Natural Vhilofo- 
phy. &c. by Dr. iF Tra jugott 
Gehler. vol.ii.”? pub blithed at Leip. 
‘¢; * On Heat and Phiogifton not 
he abloiutely light Subitances, 
by C.F. Hea eat rg,” publifhed at 
the faune place ; ** A Detcription of 
the Eifects of a violent ‘lhunder 
which happened at Halle, 
vaty 22, t789, with an Explana- 
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tion of the Origin of Thunder and 
Lightning, bys. G. Kliigel, Pro- 
teffor of Mathematics, &c.” publith- 
ed at Halle; and ** An Account of 
an improved Inftrument for mea- 
furing Wind, Kain, and Drynels, 
by Chr. G. Herzmann,” publifhed 
at Annaberg.—To this catalogue 
we muit add the following, w hich 
are intended to aflift the progrefs of 
{cience, or increafe our acquaintance 
with nature: “ Botanical, Chemi- 
cal, and | hilofophical Mifcellanies, 
collected by J. N. Jacquin, vol. iii.” 
publifhed at Vienna; “ A philofo- 
hical Defer iption of the Earth, by 
-L. Mitterpacher,” publithed at the 
fame cee “* The Art of Mining, 
vol. 1."" publifhed at Letpfic, and 
cman a great variety of valua- 
ble eflays; “ The Miner's journal, 
by A. W. Kahler, Year ii. vol i 
publifhed at Friburg; “ ® aida 
of Mineralogy, by J]. Fred. Gmelin,” 
publifhed at Gottingen ; ‘ Minera- 
logical Obfervations on fome Ba- 
faltes on the Khine, &c.’’? by M. 
Von. Humbolt, publithed at Brunf- 
wic; * Sketches of the Natural Hif- 
tory ‘of viviparous Quadrupeds and 
Birds, by M. Holandre, M. D. 2 & 
publifhed at Deux-Ponts ; The 
Natural Hiftory of all Asa In- 
fects, by J. F. W. Herbit, vol. iv.” 
publifhed at Berlin; “ The Infe&t 
Calendar, for Entomologifts and 
Hufbandmen, by N. Jof. Brahm, 
vol.1.”” publithed at Mentz;  Ob- 
fervations on Natural Hiftory, and 
the Sciences connected with it, ‘&c. 
by Fred, khrhardt, Botaniit to his 
Britannic Majefty ‘the Eleftor of 
Kianover,”” publifhed at Hanover ; 
“ Anolyfes of Flowers of different 
Geneva of Plants, demonftrating all, 
even the minuteit, externa! larts, 
to determine their generic Charac- 
ters, &c. by KR. (;. C. Barich,’ 
vol. i. taf i.” publithed at Halle ; 
“ Flore Megspolitanre .Prodonius, 
&c. arranged in general after the 


Lin 
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Linazan Syftem, according to 
Thunberg, by Joach. Chritt. Tim,” 
panes at Leipfic; “ The Phi- 
meey of Botany, with critical Re- 
marks, vol. i. by F. C. Medicus, 
M. D. and Superintendant of the 
Elector’s Botanic Gardens,”’ pub- 
lifhed at Manheim; and “ Tra¢ts 
relative to Natural Knowledge, col. 
Je&ed by C. F. Ludwig, ?rofeffor 
of Natural Hiftory, vol. i.” pub- 
lithed at Leipfic. 
Our lift of the hiftorical produc- 
tions of Germany begins with * J, 
C. Kraufe’s Hiftory of the moft im. 
portant Events of modern Europe ; 
a manual for Tutors, Students, and 
_ thofe ofall Clafles who are Lovers of 
Hiftory, vols. i. and ii.” publithed 
at Halle. . This work is executed 
with judgement and tafte, and as far 
as it extends, fupplies a defideratum 
in German hiftory. The fecond 
volume concludes with the fuccel- 
fion of the Carlovingian race to the 
crown of the Franks —At Helm- 
ftadt hath been publithed “* The po- 
litical Hiftery of Europe, from the 
Death of Frederic the Great, to that 
of Jofeph II. with an Introduction 
to Lectures on the Hiftory of the 
Times, by J. N. Bifchoft, public 
Teacher of Law and Philofophy.”’ 
This work affords fufficient evidence 
of the abilities of the author for hif- 
torical compofition. It contains a 
regular connected view of a number 
of important events, which are re- 
lated with per{picuity, and in a 
pleafing ftyle. M. Bifchoff promifes 
to contribute to the inftruction and 
entertainment of his readers, by pub- 
lifhing yearly accounts of the poiiti- 
cal {tate of Europe. —At Hamburg, 
M. A. Fred. Bufching has pudlifhed 
“ Authentic Supplements to the Hit 
tory of the Reign of Frederic LL. 
with an hiftorical Appendix.” This 
work contains much valuable intor- 
mation under the heads of popula- 


tion, revenue, trade, and military 
ftate, together with fome interetting 
anecdotes of the king, from the privy 
councellor at war, Schoning, that 
will fecure it a favourable i 
with the public.— At Breflaw hath 
apppeared * A Collection of various 
Writings on the Hiftory and Confti- 
tution of Silefia, by Fred. W. Pa- 
chaly, Fifcal-general to the King of 
Pruifia in Silefia, vol. i.” his 
work is an enlarged and improved 
edition of an anonymous treatife on 
the hiftory of Silefia, publithed b 
our author in the 1776; and Whic 
was extremely well received, — At 
Schwerin, M. Rudolff has perform- 
ed an acceptable fervice to the hifto- 
rian, and to the public, by the care 
and accuracy with which he has 
publifhed his * State Papers relative 
to the Hiitory of Mecklenburg, 
Parts firft and fecond.—* At Frank- 
fort, and at Leipfic, M. H. B. 
Wenck, hiftoriographer to the 
prince of Hefle-Darmftadt, has 
publifhed the fecond volume of his 
judicious and pleafing “ Hiftory of 
the Country of Heffe;” which 
throws much light, not only on the 
hiftory of that principality, but on 
the general hiftory of Germany. It 
is eariched, like the former volume, 
by a confiderable colleftion of an- 
cient pieces and curious documents. 
—At Breilaw have been publithed 
‘“‘ Fragments towards an Eclefiaftical 
Hiftory of the Ditilents of Great 


Poland, and a better Knowledge of ™ 


that Country, &«.” by S. Abrahams 
Lauterback. This work, which 1s 
well written, includes a period of 
fomewhat more than one hundred 
years, and gives an a¢count of the 
perfecutions of the Diffidents in the 
towns of Zduny and Sienutorve, 
fince the year 1670.—Al Alton, 
M. J. A Bolten has publifhed the 
firft volume of an “ Ecclefiafticel 
Hiftory of the Town of Altona, and 
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its various Sects, the Barony of Pin- 
neberg, and the County of Ranzan,” 

which wil] be found inftruétive and 
interefting.—At Leipfic, Dr. Planck 
of Gottingen has-publifhed the third 
volume of his very vainable “ Hif- 
tory of the Origin, Alterations, and 
Formation of our Protefiant Doc- 
trine, from the beginning of the Re- 
formation to the Introduétion of the 

Form of Concord.” This volume 
begins with the year 1531, and ends 

with iccs. Like the former ones, 
which were anonymous, but are now 
avow4d by the author, it does the 
highe(t honour to his induftry and 
abilities, and flipports every material 
circumftance by an appeal to au- 
thentic documents. — At the fame 
place hath been publithed “ An kn 

«wiry into the Origin of the Pyra- 


mids in Eeypt, &c. by S. S$. Witte, 
profeffor “of the Law of Nature and 
Nations, at Rostock,” which de- 
ferves particular notice on!y on ac- 
count of the wildnefs of the hypo- 
thefis for which the author contends. 

According to him, the Fevptian 


** 


Pyramids, the Ruins of Perfepolis, 
Palmyra, and Balbec, are nothing 
more than bafaltes, thrown up by 
inos, like the Gtants C 
wav in Ircland, and ere to be conti- 
dered as the effeéts of very ancient 
violent revolutions of the e 
—Our hmits will 
infert the names of the followin 
works: * the fir’? Lines of a 
on the Oriota, Manners, Cuft 
Opinions, 


aute- 


9 
ang 
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2bdt?. 


’ 
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and Sciences 
cient Slaves, vol. ti. by C. 
tlob. Augen, publithed at 4 
* rieces relative to the ‘ Hiftory ofthe 
Thirey rears War, ar Me parties 
the free imperial Town of 
pery during that Period, 


ial iv to 
Nurem- 
he Chri. 


Goitl. Von Murr,” publifhed at 
Nuremberg 5 a. Sketch of the Hit. 
tory of the War of the Boors in 
ffanconia, particularly in the Bi- 
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fhoprick of Bamberg, publiflied from 
a contemporary Manufcript, by G, 

Froft Waldan,” at the fame place ; 
and * An Account of the Lives and 
Writings of Preachers of the Gofpel 
mn all the Communities of Iiingary, 
colleéted and elucidated with many 
Remarks, by J. Dan. Klein,” pub- 
lithed at I eipfic and Buda. 

Under our laft article of the hif- 
tory of German literature we fhall 
include fuch publications as are to 
be referred to the heads of critical, 
claffical, polite; and mifcellaneous 
learning. And the firft which we 
have mention is, “ |. D. Mi- 
chaelis’s Oriental and Exegetical Re- 
pofitory, vol, xxiv..” publith red at 
Frankfort on the Maine. ‘Thole of 


readers who 


our are verfed in 
oriental literature will be glad to 
learn, that M. Michaelis, by the af- 
fiftance of an able coadyutor, | 


mee . } 
this learned 
lhe prefent 


ws hak 


1 able to continue 
and valuable work. 
volume contains a index to 
the twenty-three pre eding 
compiled by D. J. J. Schmidt, and 
M. {. W. Stuber, and confifting of 
the following divifions: books re- 
viewed, remarkable paflag es, He- 
brew and Chaldee, S Arabic 
words cluctdated, Greek words elu- 
cida f and works mentioned, to 
which are added feveral pages of er- 
rata, and additions re lative to the 
COM ‘fon i Kennicott's V ariantes. 
——At Halle, M. F. Aug. Wolff, pro- 
fiflor of eloquence, and of the hu- 
mantores terse, as a {pecimen of 
the new types to be employed in 
his proje ted edition of the Greck 
Orators, has publifhed “ Demof- 
thenis Oratio contra Leptinem, cum 
Scholtis veteribus, and Commenta- 
rio perpetuo, &e.” This work, be- 


@sarnte 
feptuy c 


ONCS, 


‘ Syriac, 


ted, 


aide its great typographical excel- 
neies, comes re ommended to the 

( aflic J fcholar by the great variety 
of philological information, and ju- 
dicious 
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gdicious Criticif-:, which it contains. 
In our laft Regifter we announced 
the publication, at Leipfic, of the 
firft volume of the “ Hiftory ot Hero- 
dian, from the Text of H. Stepha- 
nus, with various Readings, &c. by 
T. W. Irmifch.” We have now the 
nity of informing our rea- 
ders, ‘thatthe fecond volume of that 
work hath appeared, executed ina 
fimilar manner with the firft, and 
containing the fecond, third, and 
fowth books of Herodian. M. 
irmifch hopes that he fhall be able 
to ‘comprize the four remaining 
books in the next volume.—At the 
fame place, M, J. G. Chr. Hopfner 
has publifhed “ Euripidis Cyclops, 
Greece,” revifed, and accompanied 
with notes, which will be found of 
confiderable ufe in reading that an- 
cient writer.—-At the fame place Dr. 
Fred. Gottl. Born, public profeffor 
an .the Univerfity, has publithed 
« Anacreontis & Sapphus Carmi- 
na, Grace,” with notes and illof 
trations. Among the numerous edi- 
tors of thefe Grecian poets, — 
Born is entitled to a very diftinguith- 
ed rank, and to the warm thanks of 
their admirers. In his text he has 
chiefly followed the laft edition of 
Krank. The notes are judicioufly 
fele&ted from Stevens, Orfini, Barnes, 
Baxter, Pauw, Dorville, Fifcher, 
Schneider, and other learned cri- 
tics, to which he hath added many 
valuable remarks and obfervations of 
his own.—At Nuremberg and Alt- 
dorf, profeffor Wolfgang Jaeger has 
publithed fome «+ Additional Obfer- 
vations on theAncient Panegyrifts ;” 
in which he hath availed himfelf of 
the criticifins in the Bibliotheca Cri- 
tica of Amfterdam, and the Biblio- 
theca Philologica of Leipfic, as well 
as of other helps, to correét fome 
ges in his authors. —At Leipfic, 
. ]. Kapp has publifhed « C. C. 
Taciti, de Situ, Moribus, popu- 
4790+ 
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lis, Germ, Lib.” revifed by Paul. 
Dan. Langolius, with his feleé ob- 
fervations, taken from the original 
manufcript. Many of thefe obfer- 
vations are effential and valuable ; 
others are trivial and unimportant, 
But on the whole, M. Kapp ‘has 
done fervice to the caufe of literature 
in publifhing them. At the fame 
ee hath appeared a work of the 
ate excellent critic Reize, on which 
philologifts will fet a high value : Gt 
1s * M. Acci Plauti Rudens, ad Edi- 
tionim antiquarum Fidem, tum ad 
Criticorum Emendationes, & ad 
Metrice Legis Normam paflim re- 
fecta, &c.”— At Gottingen, like- 
wife, the caufe of claffical litera. 
ture is indebted to M.C. G. Heyne, 
for the corrections, emendations, 
and notes with which he hath en- 
riched his “ Excerpta é¢x C. Plinii 
Secundi Hiftorica Naturali,”’ &c. : 
and, at Hanover, to M. J. H. J. 
Képpen, for the third volume of his 
“ — Notes on Homer.”"— 
We fhall clofe our catalogue by ih. 
ferting the titles of the following 
works: “ Hi of Parents, &c. 
addreffed to thofe in the middle 
Ranks of Life, in threé volumes,” 
publithed at Leipfic ; ** Hatto Bifhop 
ot Mentz, a Legend of the tenth Cen- 
tury,” and “ Occurrences and Scenes 
from human Life,” both publifhed 
at the fame place; “ Ufetul Walks 
for every Day in the Year, for Pa- 
rents, Governors, Schoo) mafters, &c. 
by Chr. C. Andre, and J, »Mat. 
Bechftein,” publithed at Branfwic ; 
“A Book of general Inftruétions 
for People in the lowerRanks of Life, 
by Dr. G. F. Seiler,” publifhed at 
Erlangen; “ The dramatic Works 
of J. Chnift. Brandes, vol. i. ~iv.”, 
publifhed at Ham and Leipfic: 


« Mafaniello of Naples, an original 
Tragedy, by Dr. Albrecht,” pub- 
lifhed at Berlin; and“ The lit 

eens of wed 
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M. J. J. Reifke, M. Mendellfohn, 
M. Conr. Arn. Schmidt, M. J. A. 
Ebert, and others of his fiiends, pub- 
lithed at the fame place. 

Among the literary productions of 
Switzerland, the firft work which 
attracts our notice js entitled “* The 
Philofophy of Politics, on the Prin- 
en of Social Happinefs; by C. 
Miiller, of Friedberg, Knight,” pub- 
lithed at St. Gall. This work, as 
far as the author has proceeded in it, 
is, in many refpeéts, interefting and 
inftructive. Sir. C. spoeees to en- 
tertain juft ideas of the origin of 
fociety, and of the end of civil go- 
vernment. He bas alfo made a 
number of pertinent and ftriking re- 
inarks on the remains of the pernici- 
ous Feudal Syftem, which ave in- 
termixed with the esifting ftates of 
fociety in moft European govern- 
ments. We were furprifed, how- 
ever, to find a writer who pofleffes 
liberal and enlarged ideas, in fuch a 
work, and at this time of day, de- 
fending the celibacy of the prieft- 
chood, — “The Hiftory and Me- 
moirs of the Philofophical Society of 
Laufanne, vol. iii.” is compofed of 
papers in political eeconomy, natu- 
ral. hiftory, and mineralogy, which 
comprehend a great variety of im- 
portant and valuable communica- 
tions. Among the other ingenious 
perfons whofe names are prefixed to 
thefe memoirs, we meet with thofe 
of the Ab. Bertholon, Dr. Levade, 
M. Tingrys the Chev. de Born, pro- 
feflor Struve, count Kazoumouatky, 
M. Gauflen, M, J. Sennebier, and 
M. Reynier.—At Geneva, profeffor 
Piétet has publifhed the firit volume 
of his * Phyfical Effays,”’ reciting 
accounts of a number of experiments, 
and of conclufions made by the au- 
thor; which his well known and 
highly efteemed character as a phi- 
lofopher, will futheiently recom- 
itiend.—At Laufanne, M. J. Lan- 
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teires, Hon. Prof. of Languages, hag 
publithed an “ Effay on Thunder, 
confidered with refpect to its moral 
Effeéts on Man, and on a remark. 
able Thunderftroke ;"” which is en- 
riched by fome valuable notes com- 
municated to the author, by pro- 
feffor de Sauffure of Geneva.—At 
the fame _ hath appeared a 
work, which the charaéter and well 
known abilities of the author will 
render highly acceptable to the lo- 
vers of natural knowledge. It is 
* The Natural Hiftory of Jura, and 
its Environs, and that of the three 
Lakes of Neufchatel, Morat, and 
Bienne ; to which is prefixed an Ef- 
fay on the Climate, Produétions, 
Commerce, and Animals of that 
Part of the Pays de Vaud, which en- 
ters into the’ Plan of this Work; by 
Ceunt G. de Razoumoufky,” in 
two voluines. The firft volume, ex- 
cepting the introductory eflay, 1s 
dedicated wholly to Zoology, and 
notices upwards of five hundred f{pe- 
cies of animals. The fecond volume 
is compofed of mineralogical and 
cofmological obfervations.—At Zu- 
rich hath been publithed the firft 
volume of * A general Hiftory of 
the Jefuits, from the Origin of their 
Order to the prefent Time.” The 
fubjeét which this author has chofen 
is very important, and at the fame 
time a very dithicult one. He ap- 
pears, however, to have ftudied it 
with confiderable care and attention ; 
and to have made himfelf acquainted 
with the beft works which have been 
written on it, by members of the 
fociety, and by others. And his 
hiftory promifes to be more com- 
= aa impartial than any which 

ve hitherto been prefented to the 
public.—At the fame place, profef- 
for Milbiller has completed “ Rief- 
beck’s Hiftory of Germany,” in three 
additional volumes. This work, as 
we announced in a former Regifter, 
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was undertaken by M. Winkoop. 
But from unforefeen circumftances 
he was obliged to relinquifh it to 
our author, who hath executed it in 
the ftyle of a grave and difpaffionate 
hiftorian. — At Laufanne, M, Cat- 
teau has publifhed “ A General 
View of Sweden ;” of which enter- 
taining and inftrustive work, as i 

hath been already naturalifed in this 
country, we have given an account 
in another place.—At Zurich, M. 
|. G. Fifch has publifhed two vo- 
umes of “ Letters on the Southern 
Provinces of France, written on a 
‘Tour through Dauphiny, Langue. 
doc, Rovergne, and the County 
of Venaiflin, in the Years 1780, 
1787, and 1788 ;” which contain 
accurate and well-drawn defcriptions 
of the objects which lay within the 
author’s view, and pleafing delinea- 
tions of men, and of manners, en- 
livened by charaéteriftic and enter- 
taining anecdotes.—At Laufanne, as 
well as at Metz, and Nancy, M. 
Defeombes has publifhed a work en- 
titled “ Univerfal Geography,” vols, 
1. ii, and iii, which appear to con- 
tain an accurate and judicious abridg- 
ment of that fcience. - Thefe vo- 
lumes are confined to Europe, Afia, 
and Africa: the new world is re- 
ferved for the author’s future la- 
bours.—-\t Geneva, a very ufeful 
book for young perfons hath been 
publifhed, entited ‘* Elements of 
Mythology ; with an Analyfis of the 
Poems of Ovid, Homer, and Virgil, 
together with an Alesse Expla- 
hation of them, by Hugo de baff- 
ville, Member of feveral Acade- 
mies,’—At Laufanne, a m has 
been publifhed called “ Fran- 
eiade, ou |’Ancienne France,” by 
M..Vernes, Junr; ; which is evidently 
the production of genius atid abib- 
tiés, though the former may be too 
wild and unreftrained, andthe latter 
not fufticigntly directed by judgment. 
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At the fame place have been pub. 
blifhed ** The Adventures of Ed- 
ward Bomfton, intended as a Conti: 
nuation of the Nouvelle Heloife ;” 
which is the work of a pleafing and 
animated writer, who is well ac. 
war with the human hearts 

ut it muft not be compared with 
the productions of Rouleau, 

In Italy, the catalogue of the 
publications of the year 1790, 
which are entitled to a place in our 
diterary hiftory, does not prefent us 
with fo great a variety, as in fome 
former years. The firft that we meet 
with is partly of a theological, and 
partly of a metaphyfical and hiftori- 
cal nature. It is be fecond volume 
of the “ Thoughts on Man, Xc. by 
the Abbe Marini,” publifhed at 
Ferrara. This volume is divided 
into three books: the fifth, fixth, 
and feventh of the whole work, This 
filth book is on the taking of Troy ; 
to which is annexed a difcourfe on 
the hiftorical corny of a revealed 
religion amongthe Hebrews. ‘i he 
fixin book is entitled Solomon; or, 
the Building of the Temple, and 
contains a continuation of the former 
difcourfe. ‘lhe feventh book con- 
fifts of an Effay on the Foundation 
of Rome; which is followed by 4 
Difcourfe on the metaphyfical cer- 
tainty of a revealed religion.—At 
Florence a memoir hath been pub- 
lithed entitied “ The Anfwer of 
Pope Pius VI. to the Metropolitans 
of Mentz, Treves, Cologne, and 
Saltzburg, relative to the Apoftoli- 
cal Nuncios.”” This work contains 
the quintefcence of whatever has 
been produced by the ableft writers 
in defence of the defpotifm of the 
Roman fee, arranged with judg- 
ment, perfpicuity, and addrefs. Its 
principal merits, however, are of 
the hiltorical kind; in which view it 
is curious and important. 

In mathematicsand philofophy we 
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meet with “ the Method of calcula- 
ting Geographical Lonygitudes from 
the Obfervation of Eclipfes of the 
Syn, or Occulations of the Stars, by 
Mt. Cagnoli,” publifhed at Verona, 
‘This work obtained the prize from 


the Danifh academy of fciences; and’ 


is chiefly valuable on account of the 
method which thé atithor has pointed 
out of obtaining’ the object which 


the tony, récommended to the: 


IngeAity of the candidates, wihout 
cdtresting the A oabyars of the {fphe- 
rjod.—At the 


Anitoni-Mario Lorgna, 
the Italian Society, Member of the 
Royal Societies 6f London, Peterf- 
bay h, Berlin, &¢. &c.”” “In _ this 
mt the able and induftrious au-. 
thoi applies the tranfcendental ana- 
Ivfis’ 16 geographical‘ maps, laying 
afide’ the cotimon projections, to 
§nd, in pure geometty, a method 
6freprefefting- ait 4'pfane, the true 
fituation of places, with refpect ‘to, 
a meridian, and equator. © The 
implicity and accuracy of ‘his ‘rules 
eferve the attention of the matic.’ 
matical world..—At Pavia, profeffor 
P. D. Greg. Fontana has publithed 
two ifgenious differtations ** On 
the “Theory of Pendulums, and the 
Law ofthe Centripetal Force propor: 
tional to the fimple Nifkance of ‘the 
Centre, and its Application to the 
Dottrine of Pendilums.” The 
principal obje&ts of the'author are to 
demonftrate, that the ifochronifm 
of ofcillations cannot take place in 
cycloidal arcs, and to eftablith the 
following theorem: that if two 
moveable pojnts, impelled with un- 
equal forces, défcend through the 
are of a cycloid,, the times of their 
defcent will be in a fubduplicate res 
ciprocal ratio of their force ; whence 
it neceflarily follows, that the a¢tion 
of the ftapement varying, as well as 


or aime place have ‘been’ 
pablithed  Aftronomico-geometri-’ 
eat Principles of Geography, by’ 
refident of. 
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that of the moving weight, or’ the 


powers by which the pendulum is 
impelled varying, the times of its 
vibration mutt vary in the fame pro- 

ions—At Turin have been 
publithed an “ Aftrometeorological 


Journal, compiled from Obferva-" 


tions made at Alba, in 178+, by 


Abb: C. Benevellis” and a journal 


of * Meteorological’ Obfervations 
made at Turin, in the Year 1-84, 
by a Metedrological Society, com- 
piled by D. G. Beraudo,” ‘which 
contain faéts and conclufions in- 


terefting to the caufe of fcience.—' 


At Turn, M. Ant. Marie Vafialli 
has ‘publifhed fome “ Phyfico-Mete- 
orological Letters of the ‘celebrated 
Natural Philofophers Senhebier, de 
Sauffire, and’ ‘Toaldo,”’ with his 
anfwers ; in which, with great ‘in- 
genuity, he endeavours to remove 
the objeétons' of thofe gentlemen to 
his theory of tlie fire-ball, obferved 
at Turin in the year 1784. This 
treatifé contains a number of very 
important obfervations on meteore- 


logical elestrieity.—“ The Aftrono-' 
tical Epheiieris for 1791, caleu- 
Jated'for the Meridian of Milan, by? 


M,’ Angelo de Cvfaris,”' is accorn- 
panied with’ fofiie interefting eflays 
and obfervations made by himfelf, 
and Meffis. Réggio and Oriani, in 
one of the mof{t complete obferva- 
tories in the world, that will be ac- 
cep -able to men of {eience.—So will 
the “ Aftrondmical Obfervations 
made at Pifa, at the Obfervatory of 
the Academy, from the Year 17738 
to'1781, by Jot. Slop, Profeffor of 
Aftronomy,” vol. iv. This able 
aftronomer has prefented’ us, in this 
work, with a numbef of important 
obfervations on the planet Herfchel, 
compared with the tables of Mefirs. 
oan Place, and Oriani. “4 ‘ 
hofe who are engages in the 


irfuit of natural knowledge will, 


ikewife, be defirous of feeing P. 
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Saviolis curious and ingenious  Dif- 
fertation on the Phylical Caufe of 
the Aurora Borealis.” The hypo- 
thefis which he adopts is this, that the 
aurora borealis is produced by the 
rays of the fun refracted by the ice 
of the polar regions, And his argu- 
ments go to prove, that this hypo- 
thefis perfe&tly agrees with all the 
phenomena of it, and explains them 
better than any other.—At Rome 
M. Scip. Breiflak has publithed 


** Mineralogical Obfervations on 


Tolfo, Oriolo, and Latera,” which 
introduce his readers to new fields 
for geological and mineralogical en- 
quiries. This philofophical natu. 
ralift informs us, that the A ppenines, 
inftead of being, as has been gene. 
rally fuppofed, a chain of voleanic 
mountains, are moftly of a calcare- 
ous nature.—At Naples, Cav. Jof. 
Giceni has publifhed an “ Effav on 
the Lithology of Mount Vefuvius,” 
which is a trulv valuable and fcienti- 
fic work. After an introduétion, 
in whick the chevalier compares the 
three kingdoms, and afferts that the 
mineral affords the moft wonderful 
and the moft ufeful fubjects, his 
treatife contains a defcriptive cata- 
logue of all the productions colleéed 
by him in his different vifits to the 
mountain, arranged according to 
their clafles, genera, fpecies, and 
varieties. From thefame able hand 
“we are promifed a larger work, on 
the natural hiftory of Etna.—At 
Sienna, profeffor Ambrofe Soldani 
has publifhed a very important work 
in two volumes, entitled “ Diminu- 
tive and Microfcopic Tefteography 
and Zoography, in which minute 
native Marine Teftacea and Zoophy- 
tes are defcribed, diftrivuted in three 
Clafles, and figured, with Explana- 
tions; to which is added, by way 
of Supplement, an Analyfis of, Ma- 
rine Sediments, gellected in differ. 





ent Places, formin together a 
kind of new Mufeolum.” © From 
the accurate obfervatjons of - this 
author it appears, that the fimalleft 
bodies are organized; that foffil 
earths, fands, and even ftones, are 
filled with teftacea and zoophytes, 
which the profetfor has defcribed, 
and diftributed into claffes, genera, 
and {pecies. ‘This work is illuftrated 
by about three hundred copper 
plates, which are executed in a maf- 
terly manner.—At Leghorn a valu: 
able work has been publithed in two 
volumes quarto, entitled “ The 
Etrufcan Fauna, confifting of Infetts 
collected chiefly in the Provinces of 
Florence, and Pifa, by Pet. Roffi j 
with ten coloured Plates.” The 
country which was explored by M. 
Rofli, was peculiarly favourable o 
the entomologitt; and has enabled 
him to prefent his readers with a 
great number of new {pecies, which 
are accurately figured and coloured. 
Among the hiftorical produ ‘tions 
of Italy, to which, as ufual, we 
unite Sicily, the firft which calls for 
our notice is, the fecond volume of 
the * Collection of State Papers re- 
lative to the Hiftory of Sicily, under 
the Governmentof the Saracens, &c. 
from the Manufcripts of the Weftern 
Moors, by \Iphonfo Airoldi, arch- 
bithop of Haraclea, &e.” publifhed 
at Palermo. Of the importance and 
value of this work our readers will 
be able to form fome judgement 

from what was obferved with refj 
to the firft volume, in our laft year’s 
Regifter. And the intelligence of 
the publicatien of the volume before 
us, will be acceptable to the hifto- 
rian and antiquary.—At Venice, 
Abbe Franc. Becratini has publifhed 
“ A Hiftory of the Turks, and of 
the Emperors of Conftantinople, 
Germany, and Rufha, and of other 
Chriftian powers,” in fix volumes, 
S3 The 
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The chief obje& of this work is, to 
ive a narrative of the warsin which 
+ Turks have been engaged with. 
the European powers ; to reyect fuch 
accounts as are fabulous; and to 
vindicate fome of thofe con{picuous 
charatters in the Page of hiftory, 
who have unjuftly been held out as 
objects of odium and execration 
The abbe feems to have drawn his 
materials from the beft fources; to 
have arranged them with judgment ; 
and to have cloathed them in an eafy 
and pleafing ftyle—The fame au- 
thor has publifhed, at the fame 
place, “ A Hiftory of Charles III. 
of Bourbon, King of Spain ;” of 
which we have not met with any 
rticular accounts. —At Florence 
ath been publiflied ** The govern- 
ment of Tufcany, under the Reign 
of his Majefty King Leopold il.” 
which details an account of the va- 
rious improvements introduced into 
that country, by that patriotic 
prince, andan hiftorical view of ‘he 
meafures purfued by him to pro- 
mote the welfare and happinefs of 
his fubjeéts; not by war and con- 
quefts, but by enacting equitable 
laws, maintaining an excellent po- 
lice, leffening the taxes, and encou- 
raging commerce, arts, and manu- 
ures. To the whole are an- 
nexed tables. and documents, . to 
which the reader may refer in proof 
of what is advanced. Such a work 
¢annot fail of being interefting and 
ufeful. 

Our lift of the biographical pub- 
lications of Italy is eonfined to a 
very few articles—At Pavia, P. 
Conit. Gianevini has publifhed an 
eleyant “ Eulogy of the Emperor 

okph I]. King of Hungary and 
emia, &c.”—-At Rome, Count 

J. Bapt. Avanzo has publifhed the 
* Eulogy of the celebrated ?. Jac- 
quier,”*1n which the author has been 
enabled to give an account of his 
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life and literary occupations, nat 
only from his own frequent familiar 
converfation and intimacy with him, 
but from his voluminous correfpon- 
dence with Clairaut, Mairan, Mau- 
pertuis, d’*\Jembert, and others.— 
At Varma, M. Benj. del Bene has 
ublifhed an “ Eulogy of Count 
. Betti,” whofe refpectable and 
ufeful talents procured him the re- 
ward of nobility, and a medal {truck 
in hishonour; and who had an an- 
nual penfion conferred on him that 
he might apply himfelf to fubjects 

of comimerce and public aconomy. 
“mong the productions of Italy, 
for the year 1790, which are to be 
referred to the heads of claffical and 
lite literature, we meet with “ The 
sthiopic, or Gheeze and Ambarric 
Alphabets, with the Lord’s Prayer, 
Salutation of the Virgin, Creed, 
Ten Commandments, &c.” pub- 
lifhed at Rome, by the Society de 
propagande Fide. ‘ihe reafon that 
the fociety turned their attention to 
Ethiopia, and publifhed this work 
was, that in 1780 their miflionaries 
began to conceive hopes, that their 
communication with that kingdom, 
which had been ftopped fince the 
year 1640, would again be opened, 
and {cope given them for the exer- 
cife of their zeal in making profe- 
lytes to the faith of Rome.- At 
Parma, M. Clement Bondi has pub- 
Jithed the firft vol. of « A ‘lranfla- 
tion ofthe AEneid into Italian Verie.”’ 
This volume contains the firit fix 
books; and is faid, by foreign jour- 
nalifts, to poflefs creat merit; and 
even to be the bett vertion of this poet 
which hath yetappeared. We prefume 
they mean to confine theiy obferva- 
tien to the Italian language.— At 
Jadua, Ab. G. Bertola has publifh- 
ed “ A Collection of Fables and 
Epigrams ;”’ to which he has pre- 
fixed an Efay on Fable. The ityle 
of the bles which the abbe has 
chafen, 
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chofen is, in general, pleafing ; and 


a number of his epigrams potfefs the 
true point which fhould diftinguith 
that fpecies of compoiition. in his 
Effay on Fable, the author enquirés 
into the merits of the principal an- 
cient and modern fabulifts, and 
gives the preference to the former. 
Of Gay he fays, “* That he is a ta- 
bulifl for a nation that can be pleaf- 
ed with the writings of a Shak- 
fpeare.”” 

In France, the productions of a 
theological kind, for the vear 1790, 
have been very few in number. 
The firft which we have to mention 
is entitled “ a fatal Blow to Super- 
ftition and Prejudice.” This is the 
work of a rational deift, who, fhock- 
ed at the myftery, fuperftition, and 
bigotry, which difgrace the name 
of Chriftianity in the Ramith 
church, flies for refuge to the fimple 
and mild doétrines of natural religion. 
In his attacks on the fuperftition and 
abfurdity of the doétrines and initi- 
tutions of popery, he writes like a 
man of fenfe and reflection and 
contends for the interefts of human- 
itv, and the rights of confcience, 
with a pro and commendable 
veal. Wh refpect to revelation he 
is a pupil of Rouffeau; and would 
moft probably have been a Chriftian, 
had he met with a candid and judi- 
cious guide to remove thofe difficul- 
ties which the corruptions of Chrif- 
tianity have introduced, and for 
which the Gofpel is not refponfible ; 
or affociated with thofe who adopt a 
fiberal and rational mode of explain- 
ing the Bible. We have been led 
into this opinion, from attending to 
chis fentiments of the exiftence and 
perfections of the fupreme being, 
and our dependance upon him ; the 
obfervations which he has advanced 
concerning the importance of reli- 

ion to fociety ; his judicious and 
¢olid reafonings in favour of the im- 
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ae of the foul; his excellent 
ections on the ¥ and ne- 
ceflity of public fring Ae ftriet 
moral difcipline which he would pre- 
fcribe; and by his reafonings to 
prove, that the fcriptures themfelves 
do not in the Jeaft countenance man 

of thofe abfurd and incomprehenf- 
ble dogmas, which are pretendedly 
deduced from them.—The “ Civic 
Sermons, or the Patriotic Pafler, by 
Abbe Lamourette,” have been pub- 
lifhed in Numbers, and embrace a 
variety of topics, religious, moral, 
and political. Such as are of the 
latter defcription are intended to 
prove, that the revolution is the 
work of God, and tends to improve 
the morals as well as the happinefs of 
the people. “ Of the change,” fay 
the French Journalifts, revo- 
* Jution has effected in our pulpits, 
“ thefe difcourfes are a thriking 
“ proof. Their ftyle is clear, fim- 
ple, and nervous; and they dif- 
“ play the moral truths of the gof- 
* pel, divefted of all ufelefs myf- 
“ tery." The Elements of Uni- 
verfal Morality, or the Catechifin 
of Nature, by the late Baron d’ Hol- 
bach, &c.” is faid, by the anony- 
mous editor, to be publifhed by the 
permiffion of the baron’s family, fram 
whom he received it. It is a publi- 
cation that will not difhonour his 
memory: for it proves, to convic- 
tion, that morality is not a phantom 
af the imagination, but it is founded 
on the nature, wants, and interefts 
of man; and that without it, he 
connot be happy, be his circumftan- 
ces what they may.— The “ Effays 
on Morality, or no durable Conti 

tution without Morals, ad- 
drefled to the National Affembly, dy 
Mr. D. ..” are the productions of 


a nervous and fenfibie writer, who 
deferves to be cotomended for his 
ardent Jove of virtue, his hatred of 
vice, andthe indignation that he ex- 
prefes 
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prrfcs penindt every excefs that is 
nh offence to morality. 


Among the publications in France 
on the fubjeéts of government, Jaw, 
and political economy, we meet with 
an * Effay on Penal Laws, by M, 
Paftorat, Mafter of Requefts, and 
Member of the Academy of Infcrip- 
tions and Belles Lettres, in two Vols.” 
This is a very important and valuable 
work ; and does equal honour to 
the good fenfe and humanity of the 
author. In the firftvol. Mr, Pafto- 
ret lays down his principles of penal 
legiflation, and takes a brief philofo- 
phical and hiftorical view of the fub- 
ye&t. The maxims on which his fyf- 
tem is founded, tend to promote a 
mild and humane, but at the fame 
time a ftriét adminiftration of juftice. 
Inthe fecond vol. he endeavours to 
eftablith a juft proportion between 
crimes and punifliments; and ex- 
amines the sdlatien of the one to the 
other, in different points of view. 
The punifhment of death, he con- 
tends, the ftate has no right to to in- 
fli€t, excepting in great and ex- 
traordinary cafes, which can very 
feldom occur, when the fafety and 
happinefs of a community may ren- 
der it neceffary to facrifice the life of 
an individual. Legiflators in every 
country, even In our own, where 
fome reformation in the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice is confeffedly neceflary, 
may derive confiderable advantage 
from this ¢xcellent effay:---M. J. 
Jallet, curate, and deputy from the 
province of Poitou, has alfo publifhed 
a fenfible and well written treatife, 
“ concerning Punifhmeat by Death.” 
With great force of argument, 
and eloquence of diction, he con- 
tends, that the puniihment of death 
ought not to be inflifted in any cafe 
whatever ; that no punifliment ought 
to be perpetual ; and that every chaf- 
tifement being corrective, no indeli- 
ble mark and ignomy ought to be 


fixed on the criminal..--The « En- 
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quiry concerning the Courts of Juf- 
tice, and Criminal Procefles ink ng- 
land, extraéted from “Blackflone’s 
Commentary, and preceded by a Dif- 
courfe on the principal Forms of 
thofe Procefles, and the Abolition of 
capital Punifhments,”’ contains a 
number of juft notions, and excel- 
lent principles. The Englifl form 
of judicature the author extols as 
approaching nearly to perfection; 
and recommends it as a model of 
that criminal jurifprudence which is 
adapted to a free people, and caleu- 
Jated at once to infure punifhment 
to the guilty, and fafety to the inno- 
cent.—The “ Thoughts on the Influ- 
ence of Manners on the Military 
State of Nations,” contain a number 
of juft philofophical obfervations on 
war, conqueft, and the influence of 
military power on laws, which de- 
ferve the attention of Jegiflative bo- 
dies, and af thofe who are placed in 
the refponfible offices of government. 
—M. Chalumeau’s “ Catechifm: of 
Taxation for the Country,” is the 
production of a well informed and 
patriotic citizen, who deferves well 
of his country for the inftructions 
which he gives with refpeét to teri- 
torial imports, that the people may 
be induced to pay their contributions 
chearfully, by learning that they 
are neither partial nor oppreflive.— 
‘* The Opinion of J. A. Brouillet, 
Rector of Avife, and Deputy to the 
National Aflembly, concerni-g 
Duels,” contaips a number of philo- 
fophical, manly, and patriotic ob- 
fervations ay the pernicious effects of 
duelling, the abolition of which he 
frrongly recommends to the national 
aflembly. The fundamental prin- 
ciple upon which he argues is this, 
that a man’s honour cannot be 
tainted by the conduct of another. 
And he offers a variety of cogent 
reafons to fhew, that thofe ought to 
be difgraced, who, in contempt of 
the law, dare to give a eee 
21 
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and that it can never be difhonour: 
able to refufe a challenge, as true 
honour confifts in fubmitlion to the 
laws.—“* The Memoirs of Agricul- 
ture, and of Rural and Domeftic 
Oeconomy, publifhed by the Royal 
Agricultural Society of Paris, for the 
ear 1788, Winter Quarter,” zre 
indebted for feveral important pa- 
pers, among others, to the contri- 
butions of M. Crette de Palluel, M. 
Chancey, and M. de la Tour d’ Ai- 
gues. --M. Chalumeau’s treatife en. 
titled, ** my Cottage,” contains, 
likewife, many obfervations that 
will be ufeful to the cultivator.—M. 
Cliquot de Blervache’s “ Effay on 
the State of the internal and external 
Commerce of France, &c,” is a fene 
fible and patriotic work, which con- 
tains a number of curious practical 
details, that may be of ufe to every 
commercial country. — M. Gour- 
nay’s ** general View of the Trade, 
Merchants, Manufacturers, &c. of 
France, Europe, and the other Parts 
of the Globe,” jsan improvement of 
a former work which he publifhed 
under the the name of * tie Com- 
mercial Almanac.” It prefents the 
merchant with a compendium of all 
the laws which have been made in 
France, refpe‘ling commerce, and 
gives an account of the different ob- 
yeéts to which they relate.—M. Pin- 

eron’s * Seleciion of different Pro- 
jets calculated to promote the Pub- 
lick Welfare,” among many articles 
that are already well known, or 
that may appear fpeculative and 
trivial, contains a number of re- 
marks and obfervations, that are 
calculated not only for the advan- 
tage of his own country, but for ge- 
neral utility. — Among the other 
publications in France, in this de- 
partment, which have been fayour- 
ably received by the public, we mutt 
content ourfelves with inferting the 
mnaegot the following: a * Memoir 





relative to the Improvertient of 
Bridges and Highways, by M, de 
la Milliere ;” on the Sugar Cane, 
and the Methods of extraéting its 
effintial Salt, &c. by M. Dutrone 
la Couture, M. D;" “ Obfervations 
Experiments, and Effays on Agri- 
culture, &c. by M. Varenne de 
Fenille ;” on the Demefnes of the 
Crown, and the advantages of alic, 
nating them in Perpetuit y ;"* Ob. 
fervations on the military Conftitu- 
tion, &c. by M. Dubois de Crance, 
Deputy of the Bailiwic of Vitry-le- 
Francois’; “ View of the Advan- 
tages of Commerce, by M. l’Abbe 
Baudiffon ;” «« Memoir on the Ad- 
miniftration of the Navy, and of 
the Colonies, by M. de Bory;” “ a 
Treatife on Bees, by Abbe de la 
Rocca, Vicar general of Seyros ;" 
« Rural and City Oeconomy, &¢. by 
Abbe de la Lauze;” the “ Works of 
J]. Law, Comptroller Generalof the 
French Finances under the Regent; 
containing the Principles of Curren. 
cv, Commerce, Credit, and Banks, 
with Notes;” * the Pofthumous 
works of Abbe de Mably, Vol. I.” 
“ the Hiftory of public Men fprun 
from the third Iftate, with a Dif- 
courfe on the Advantages and Abu. 
fes of Nobility ;” “ the French Ci- 
tizen’s Catechifm, compofed accord- 
ing to the Spirit and Letter of the 
new Coattitution, by M. Abbe 
Augar ;”’ an animated and eloquent 
juftificction of “ the Decree of the 
National Affembly, relative to the 
Poffeffions of the Clergy, corifidered 
as it Refpeéts the Nature and Laws 
of the Eclefiaftical Eftablifhment, 
by M. l’Abbe L.;” and “the Political 
Situation of France, and its relation 
to all the Powers of Europe, &c. by 
M. de Peyffennel.” 

In mathematics and philofopht, 
the firft work which merits diftine 


notice is, “ | olygonometry, or the 
Menfuration of rectilinear Figures, 
with 
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t of the Ele- 
ments of or the mu- 
tual Relation of the Magnitude 
and Surfaces and Figures, by 


Simon Lhuilier, member of the 
Pruffian Academy of Sciences, &c.” 


with an i 


The principal aim of the author 
js, to determine, immediately, the 
furface of a rectilinear figure, with- 
out refolving it into triangles. This 
he does fuccefsfully ; and eftablithes 
feveral theorems which ferves as 
bafes to polygonometry, the utility 
which, as rendered independent of 


trigonometry, he clearly fhews, 
whether confidered with refpect to 
theory or ce. In the ele- 


ments of ifoperimetry, the moft 
remarkable part is that which treats 
of pyramids and cones; which will 
be allowed to poffefs much merit, 
even thofe mathematicians to 
whom the new methods of calcula- 
tion are familiar.—M. E. M. J. Le- 
moin de Epoies’s “ Elementary 
Treatife on Mathematics, &c. to 
which is added a Hiftory of pure 
Mathematic, and of the moft cele- 
brated Geometricians,” is an ufeful 
work, arranged with judgment and 
accuracy, and delivered in a con- 
cife and perfpicuous ftyle. From 
the long experience which the au- 
thor has had in teaching the mathe- 
matics, he appears to be well quali- 

to convey inftruction in the 
moft eligible mode.—“ The Tables 
of Jupiter and Saturn, deduced from 
the Principles of univerfal Gravita- 
tion, according to the Theory of M. 
de ja Place, and the beit Obferva- 
tions, &c. by M. de Lambre,” is a 
work which cannot be too highly 
prized, for the induftry and accu- 

‘which it difcovers. Ifany con- 
firmation of the Newtonian theory 
were wanting, thefe tables would 
afford a ftrong and convincing one. 
The praétical aftronomer will alfp 
derive we from the uleful aftro- 


nomical formule of M. de Lambre. 
— The “ New Hydraulic Architec- 
ture, containing the Art of raifin 
Water by means of different Ma- 
chines &c, by M. de Prony, Engi- 
neer of Bridges and Highways, &c. 
Part J. containing a Treatife of 
Mechanics for the Ufe of thofe who 
are defigned for Building of every 
Kind, &c,”” is a work that will be 
efteemed of confiderable importance 
by all engineers. The author has 
icularly attended to the relations 
tween theory and practice ; and 
introduced all the improvements 
that have been made in the fcience, 
fince the publication of the celebrat- 
ed Hydraulic Architeéture of Beli- 
dor.—M. Bellery’s “ Effay on the 
Meafurement of Ships,” contains an 
examination of the various me- 
thods that have been practifed for 
that purpofe, in the different ports 
of France, pointing out their de- 
fects, and propofing a new method, 
which has been approved of by the 
royal academy of riemant as accu- 
rate, and eafily practicable. —The 
* Elements of Chemiftry, by M. J. 
A. Chaptal, Profeffor of Chemiftry 
at Montpellier,” are written by a 
new convert to the antiphlogitic 
fyftem, who has confequently adopt- 
ed the new nomenclature. Accord- 
ing to the judgment of the royal 
fociety of Montpellier, they poflefs 
that perfpicuity, precifian, method, 
andeleganceofityle,which diftinguith 
the lectures of their author, with 
frequent and happy applications of 
chemical principles, to the phaeno- 
mena of nature and art, which con- 
ftitute the chief end of chemiftry.— 
From the elegant pen of the count 
de la Cepede, the public have re- 
ceived the fecond volume of his ** Na- 
tural Hiftory of Serpents,’’ which 
is entitled to equal praife with the 
firft volume; of the general charac- 
ter and merits of whigk we gave an 
ac- 
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account in our Regifter for the year 
1785. To this volume the count 
has prefixed an eulogy of the cele- 
brated count de Buffon, in which he 
difplays great fervour of imagina- 
tion, and an enthufiaftic admiration 
of his mafter ; and two differtations, 
the one on the nature of ferpents 
in general, and the other contain- 
ing the Nomenclature, and a me- 
thodical table of ferpents.—In ad. 
dition to the foregoing publications, 
we can only infert the titles of the 
following: “ An Effay on Reau- 
mur’s Theuaanalia by M. Gauf- 
fen; * Entomology, or the Na- 
tural Hiftory of Inked, with their 
ones and {pecific Characters, De- 
criptions, Synonimes, and Figures, 
by M. Olivier, M. D;” “ An Ac- 
count of the Infects of France re- 
uted venemous, taken from the 
Vritings of Naturalifts and Phyfi- 
cians, and from Obfervation, by M. 
Amoreux, Junr, M. D;” “ the Pa- 
rian Flora, &c. executed according 
to the Linnwan Syftem by Mr. 
Thuillier ;** and “ the French Gar- 
dener’s Dictionary by M, Filaflier,” 
In enumerating the hiftorical pro- 
ductions of France, the firft, in 
point of order, which calls for our 
notice is ** An hiftorical Eilay on 
the Legiflation of Perfia, &c. by the 
abbe Gaudin, clerk, Counfellor to 
the fovereign Council of Corfica.” 
This work, which difplays equal 
learning and ingenuity, contains 
many judicious obfervations on the 
Hittory of Perfia, and fuch of its 
inftitutions as were connected with 
religion and virtue of every kind, 
delivered in a lively and agreeable 
manner, To the Filay is prefixed a 
complete tranfiation pf the Garden 
of Rofes, of Sady, a ierfian Der- 
vife, which is well known to coniitt 
of detached, but interefting, —_ 
relative to the hiftory and religion 
ef his country.“ The Annals ot 


the World, from the to the 
Reign of Othniel, firft of the 
Ifvaelites, in which Hiftory 
is reconciled with facred, and Ctefias 
with Herodotus, and in which is given 
oF ae prese ey: of the Ancient 
ings Chaldea, Affyri 
and the di ~ States of Bree 
the principal Events of their Reigns, 
the Foundation of other ps 
and Empires, the Original and Pro- 
grefs of Idolatry, and the moft re- 
markable Actions of thofe whom it 
deified, &c.”" form an ufeful chrono- 
logical work, which by thofe who 
are attached to fuch ftudies, will be 
found to contain many profound re- 
fearches, ingenious conjectures, and 
new ideas, worthy of their attention. 
—“ The View of the Revolutions 
of Europe in the middle Ages, with 
Chronological and Genealogical 
Tables. by M. Koch, in two vols.” 
does credit to the author's accu 
of refearch, and philofophical {pirit. 
Thefe volumes contain a concife 
view of the hiftory of the middle 
ages, from the overthrow of the 
weftern empire to the death of Ma- 
homet II. in 1481. For all the 
principal events which he has in- 
veftigated, he has given the reader 
fufficient documents; and fubjoined 
to the whole many ufeful notes, ree 
lative to geography, chronélogy and 
gencalogy.—* Normandy, ancien 
a Country having States, or a Co 
leétion of authentic Documents, re- 
lative to Affemblies and Conven- 
tions of the States of the Province 
of Normandy, from 1315 to 1630, 
by D. J. L. Le Noir,” is a work 
which will be highly acceptable to 
the hiftorian and antiquary. 
papers which compofe this volume 
were defigned to be a part of a very 
voluminous, work on Normandy ; 
which the author has been prevent- 
ed from completing by want of pro- 


per encouragment.—* The an 
ri- 
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Origin’ of the Property of the 
Church, or curious Heftorical Frag 
ments, containing the different 
Wavs in which the fecular and re 
gular Clergy of France have en- 
riched themfelves &c. compiled by 
M. Rozet,” is a work abou ding 
i? curious and learned enquiries, 
and much trterefting matter, which 

will fatisfy the unprejudiced with 
refpect to the equity of the meafures 
of the national affembly, relative 
to ecclefiaftical property.—“ The 
Hiftory of the Sorbonne, in whl h 
is difplayed the Influence of Theo- 
logy or civil Seciety, by M. L. Abbe 
J. Duvernet, in two volumes,’’ is 
rot mere'y an hiftory of the Sor- 
bonne, but of theclogy in France. 
This work which was undertaken 
at the inttication of Voltaire, about 
25 years 3 'S) , but not publithed till 
very jate! contains a 
numerous * circum {tances and faéts, 
which do ne honom to the Sorbonne, 
or the hierarchy connected with 
them, and which juttifv the very 
fevere and indignant epithets whi h 
the author applies to that bedy. ft 
throws alfo contid. rable light on th 

Hiftory of France, 
fa¢ts and intrigues not generalls 
known, many of which will ex ite 
the aftonifhment of the rea 
* The Hiftorical Ditcourfe on the 


ae 
befide relating 
’ 


der.— 


et et ae ae a new Xe 
by a Citizen of the Section of t 
‘TLeacre Francois, vear ot Libe. ty 


2,”” isa fenfible and yudiciou 
executed with ftriet impartiality 
whire st the fame time trut ‘ 
the author to hold up a deteftable 
tyrant ino bi 
lours. Reiide every t ing that hy d 
been pubitt! ed relative t 
} 


, 
Our author has had recour 


: 
WOK, 
, 


h of lyare s 


fee “af . yeh e* 
wie and 1) yy el CO- 


manuicripts, and, per- 
Qlariv¥, to thofe of le Grend, tn 
our vols. f lio. 


rail valuable 
. ’ 

‘ 
{ 
deed, was 


uisd by the late ¥:. Du- 


relation of 
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clos; but as it was not his with te 
paint tyranny as the object of exe- 
cration, he did not exert the fpirit 
of a freeman and a citizen in avail. 
ing himfelf of the Aivacanten that 
it contained.—*“ The new Hiftory 
of Henry IV. king of Fr ance & . 


by M. B,” is executed with judz. 
ment, ability, and tafte The pub- 
lic events the author re lates in their 


natural order; paints the different 
actors who anpeared on the ftage, 
with great ftrength, and proper di f. 
crimination of colouring; and, ina 
pleafing a and interetting manner, 
difplays the heroifm, the military 
fill, the patriot fin, the fociable 
qualities, the wit and humour, the 
beneficence, the inagnanimity, and 
the frailties too, of t the great and eood 
monarch whofe hiftory he writes, 
— ‘* The Memoirs of the Marafha 
Duke de Richlicu, containing the 
Hittory of the Court of Louis XIV, 
of the ‘Regenc y ofthe Duke of Or- 


leans, of the ‘Reign of Lonis XV 
and of the Firft Fourteen Years of 
Lous XVI.” are faid to have been 
compiled inthe library, and undet 


Rich- 


of this we 


the in{pection of the duk e de 
heu; but for the truth 
muft rely on the word of the anony- 
mous editor. To the 


vill afford gratificat 


curtous they 


then 


| infor - 


rd more ion, 
to thete who read tor 


Yr itlor 
mation ; t 


as thev contain the fecret, 


and we mav add. the fcandalous 


chronicle of the French court, during 
the period mentioned in the title 
p ive,———** The I nquirv into the 


Geography of the Greeks, ora View 
of the Svftems of Eratofthenes, 
Strabo, and Ptokemy, compared 
with each other, and with modern 
Geography, by M. Gotfelin a 
learned and ingenious work, 


} 
errors and tne merits of 


which the 

ancient geographers are refpectively 
pointed out, and their ivitems ilut 
trated by accurate and neatly en 
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efaved maps.“ The Geography 
of France, ac cording to the New 
Divition, with Two A'phabetical 
Tables, one of all the Departments, 
the other of all the Chief Places of 
Diftri¢ts and De partments, by M. 
C anquin C hauvier,” appears, from 
the title page, to be an ufeful and 
feafonable pa blication.—The_  tra- 
veller through France will alfo meet 
with : a ple iff: oy and ufefirl companion 
in A Dete ription of the principal 
Places in France, containing De 
tcriptive and Hiftorical Accounts of 
the Provinces, Cities, &e. remark- 
able for any Curiofities of Art or 
Nature, or intereftine and fineular 
Events, &c. interfperfed with criti- 
cat Obfervations, and ifluftrated with 
Maps, by J. A. Dulaure, in four 
pocket volumes.”’—“ The Obfer- 
poe made in the Pyrenees berne 
vel'to the Obfervations upon 
te res 3, iferted in a’Tranflation 
of betters on Switzerland by W. 
Coxe, A. M. by M. Ramond de 
Carbonnieres,’’ have been received 
in France with diftinguifhed marks 
of approba ition. «OT hey are philofo- 
phical, and inftructive, as well + 
entertaining. They contain a mi- 
nute topographical defi ription of the 
Pyrenees; the extent of this im- 
menfe chain of hills, their direction, 
and the elevation of different parts ; 
with the numerous valhes, takes, 
and rivers which are formed in them; 
comparifons of thofe hills with the 
Alps, refpecting the extent of their 
Haciers, their acceflibihty, and the 
influence: of their elevation on ve- 
getable and animal life; and the 
difference which their mines and 
geogr aphic al fituation have produced 
in the condition of their inhabitants. 
“« The Memoirs Hiftorical, Poh- 
tical, and Geogr: aphical, of the 
Travels of the Count de Ferrieres 
Sauvebauf, in Turkey, Perfia, and 


munity. 


Arabia, &c." will afford the reader 
information and entertainment, It 
were to be withed, however, ‘that 
the author had not been fo ha fty and 
fuperficial in many parts of his de- 
feription ; and that he had been lefg 
copious in the detail of his perfonal 
quarrels with count de Choifeul- 
Goutter. 

We fha'l now chofe our account 


oF the literature of France, by’ 


brtefly noticing fuch publications as 
are to be referred to the heads of mos 
lite and mifcellaneéus learning. 
The two vo lumes of “+ Orations and 
Memoits, by the toy of the Hil- 
tory ol Afttonomy,” .c. M. Bailly, 
are worthy ‘of the phi ‘lofophi ical and 
learned abilities of their ingenious 


author, and will'bé found highly in-. 


terefting and entertaining. Betide 
forme pitres which Hive ‘already re- 
ceived the ¢ ippro! vation Of the public . 
and ‘an ingentous ‘fetter concerning 
the faculties of mr they confiit 
of {peeches delivere d by M. Bailly 
in his official capacity as mayor of 
Paris, a diftourté on his being ad 
mi ted to 2 feat in the French ac- 
cademy, and eulogtes on eminent 
dnd diftineuifhed characters. —The 
« Abfiract of Studies by a Man al- 
ready modelicd by Kdureation, for 
the Benefi- of a Man vet to be form 
ed, dedicated to the !4 eprefentatwes 
fthe Nation, by M. Leclerc, Che- 
valhier of the Order of the Kine 
&c.”’ is the production of a perton 
of vreat re din, r and knowledge, 
whe, in this grand moment of re- 
forn ition, offers eye advice on a fub- 
rect of yreat imp tance to the rom- 
In a long preliminary dil- 
courte, the autho: infitts on the 
cefity of a national education ; 


which he recommends as a proper 
obj. ¢t of attention to the legtilature. 
‘The defign ot this work is to pro- 
poie a proper pla for fuch an edu- 

cition 5 
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cation; in which he avails himfelf 
of the opinions of the beft writers, 
anciefit and modern, and delivers a 
number of ingenious and ufeful 
hints on political, moral, and meta- 

yfical fubjects.—“* The Guide to 

outh, of each Sex, on their En- 
trance into active Life, &c. by M. 
Rezt, M. D. Phyfician in Ordinary 
to the King,” confifts of a number 
of fenfible difquifitions, on ufeful 
and interefting fubjects, conveyed 
in agreeable and pleafing language, 
and defigned to form the judgment, 
to improve the tafte, and to direct 
the affections of the rifing genera- 
tion. In the execution of his plan, 
the author difcovers a confiderable 
knowledye of the world, liberal and 
juft fentiments, and a folicitude to 
pee young minds from vice and 
olly, that cannot be fpoken of in 
too high terms. 

With refpe& to the publications 
of Spain, we are not in poffeflion of 
any information that will warrant 
us in attempting our ufual imperfect 
iketch of its literary hiftorv. We 
have only learned, that D. J. Sem- 
pere y Guarinos ts publifhing an 
ufeful work, entitled “ Sketch of a 
Bibliotheca Hitpaniola,’ of the prin- 
cipal writers Mt have appeared in 
that country; and that Don T. 
Lopez is contributing tothe improve- 
ment of geographical knowledge, 
by publifhing maps of different parts 
of Spain, which are executed on a 
large feale, and im a maiterly man- 
ner. 

It is with pleafure, however, that 
@c are exabled to conclude our vo- 
lume by announcing to our readers 
forme articles that have appeared in 
Portugal, a kingdom that we but 
feldom hear ef, in the way ot litera- 
ture. At Liftbon, the cardinal pa- 
triarch has publithed a paftoral let- 
ter, addreffed to “ AJl suffragans,” 
&c. warning them againft the in- 
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creafing thirft after novelty in res 
ligion that appears in the world, 
and its dangerous confequences. The 
alarms of the good patriarch appear 
to have been excited not only by the 
difturbances that have vexed the mo- 
ther church in foreign countries, but 
by a dangerous difpofition to enquiry 
which ts rapidly increafing in Por- 
tugal, and the progrefs which philo- 
fophy is making in that country. 
From the complaints that he makes 
itappears, that many of the Portu- 
guefe begin to lofe their veneration 
for the relics and images of faints, 
and to call in queilion the authority 
of the traditions of the church.— 
“The Oeconomical Memoirs of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Lif- 
bon, for the Promotion of Agricul- 
ture, Arts, and Induftry in Portugal 
and its Colonies, vol. 1.,” are a ta- 
vourable fymptom of the improving 
ftate of the country. This volume 
contains twenty memoirs, chiefly on 
aconomical fubjeéts. The names 
of the contributors tv it are, J. H. 
Ferreiras, Da Barros, \ andelli, Y. 
de Loureiro, De Silveira, Da Silva, 
Coutinho, Sias Baptifta, Da Ca- 
mara, Da Caftra, Feiic, and Bal- 
trao—M. Y. de Loureiro, one of 
the academicians, has likewife pub- 
lifhed “ Flora Cechinchinentis, con- 
taining the Plants growing in the 
Kingdom of Cochinchina ; to which 
are added, others obferved in the 
Empire of China, in te Eaftern 
Parts of Africa, and various Places 
in India, all arranged according to 
the Sexual Syttem of Linne,” in 
two large volumes quarto. This 
work is unqueftionably of yreat im- 
portance, and forms a valuable ad- 
dition to our knowledge of plants. 
—Don Vandelli, anvther of the 
academicians, has alfo publithed 


“ Grifley’s Plants of Portugal, il- 
luftrated with the Linnwan Names ;” 
which is tnuch more intelligible and 

ufeful 
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ufeful than the work was in its 
original ftatc.—The royal academy 
have likewife publithed « The Lite 
of the Infant Don Edward, by And. 
de Rezende ;”’ which is an intereft- 
ing work, as it was written by a ce- 


lebrated author, at a period when 
the Portuguefe nation was in its 
moft fourithing ftate, and the lite- 
rature of the country in its golden 
age. 


ERSRA TU &. 


IN the lait Volume of the New Annual Regi fer, P [297] of the Lites 
rary Department, for Cardinal de Fleury, rea 





Abbe de Fleury, 
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